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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION

"An extended introduction is offered to this history of the United Lutheran Church of
Eugene for the reason that some in Eugene as well as in the church-at-large, have some-
what bitterly opposed its organization." These are the words of Rev. Frank Beistel as he
attempted to capture the mood of 1925 when some Lutherans in Eugene were struggling to
identify who they were and the shape and direction of their ministry. "It was not the
desire of this group to injure Lutheranism in the University City, but to establish here
the basis for future Lutherans such as they deemed impossible through the Nationalistic
Churches. Whether all had been done with patience and good-will as becomes Christian
people, may be open to doubt for even good men sometimes fail in judgment and are prone to
prejudice. Whether the Church so organized will fulfill the hopes of its founders or find
the approval of the Great Head of the Church must be left to the verdict of succeeding
years. It is therefore the part of wisdom to accept the present situation and await God's
guiding hand."

Dr. Edward Thorstenberg, a University professor and an initiator of the movement for
an all-American Lutheran Church, writes, "Attention is called to the fact that there are
in Eugene hundreds of people of Lutheran faith and ancestry who either do not understand
any language other than English or who, at any rate, understand English better than any
other language and, consequently, prefer all church services in that language." He also
felt there were many others who would join if an all English Lutheran Church were estab-
lished. Dr. Thorstenberg and his family were among the 48 charter members of United
Lutheran Church of Eugene organized on October 6, 1926 to provide "a congregation free
from any feelings of nationality," that is, to establish "an American program."

Pastoral care was requested by the congregation from the mission committee of the
Pacific Synod of the ULC, seen at the time as the most American of Lutheran bodies. The
Rev. Edwin Moll, Field Missionary for Oregon was assigned briefly as a supply pastor
followed by the Rev. Frank S. Beistel. A fraternity house was purchased at 13th and High
streets for $10,000 and remodeled to provide a chapel seating 120, classroom space, and
living quarters for the pastor and family. The congregation carried out its ministry from
that location until 1947 when it worshiped temporarily in the music chapel of Northwest
Christian College. On February 26, 1950 the cornerstone was layed for the new sanctuary,
Sunday school, and fellowship spaces on a quarter block at 22nd avenue west and Washington
streets. The congregation grew significantly and by 1960 additional Sunday school and
fellowship space was added. The need for a larger worship space was anticipated and addi-
tional property was purchased. In celebration of the congregation's 50th anniversary,

a Coulter tracker organ , Opus #l1, was acquired, and later a Steinway grand piano was
purchased. Both instruments have been shared with the community in a variety of musical
presentations. In 1985 extensive remodeling was completed and on-site parking added.
Additional adjacent property is now being purchased in a commitment to a growing congrega-
tion's needs to carry out ministry from its present location.

United Lutheran Church of Eugene today is inclusively diverse in membership, ecumen-
ical in its relationship to other denominations, supportive of refugee resettlement, open
to dialogue about difficult social issues, offering variety in manner of worship, has mem-
bers serving as overseas missionaries, and other members serving on boards of the church.
But members of United Lutheran see as their primary mission "proclaiming the reconciling
love of God through Jesus Christ."

This material submitted by Dan B. Hallgrimson
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__DATE

EUGENE

COMMENTS

2/21/75

Phoned E. Sakrison on the way thru Bugene -- No Answer.,

_3/20/75

at United for 7 yrse.

Beginning to feel the need to move.
1 "open" to progressive le adership,

_Met with E. Sakrison re: Planning of Council Retreat for April 19th. Sak. has been-
Wants a church that is

He has done comsiderable amount of counseling with T.A. and Gestalt methods. -

Also wants a cong. that can adequately pay him.




SOME HISTORY
United Lutheran Church, Eugene, Ore.

Tne United Lutheran Church in Eugene was organized to provide a congregation free
from any feelings of natiomality, Prof. E. Thorstenberg of the University and a
member of Trinity Lutheran Church(Norwegian Synod now called Central Church)
had diligently tried to get an American progrem in his omwn church but failed.
Accordingly, he and some others withdrew from Trinity Church and joining with un=-
attached Lutherans of the city formed en. orgenization known as Eugene Lutheran Ch
Services were held in the chapel at 7th and Pearl now used by Salvation Armye

That an adjustment as emicable as possible might be made, these matters were
presented to the Home Miss. Council at a meeting in Tacoma (Mission authorities
of the various Lutheran synods in the northwest), After much discussion, action
was taken recognizing the need of an American program in Eugene and suggesting
that the new congregation unite with a synod of its choice but in the meantime
the Norwegian Synod was to provide religious services, However, before the
congregation took action for synodical choice, the Norwegian members returned .
to Trinity church, This left the others who hod never been members of Trinity
(except three families) unprovided for, Several informal mectings were held
during which it was decided that an entirely new organization should be formeds %
Accordingly a call was issued to interested persons and a formal meeting held in, 7
the Y,W.C,A, Bungalow on the oampus, At this meeting on OCTOBER 6, 1926 THE v
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EUGENE WAS ORGANIZED, Tenmporary officers were eleoted
and a Committee on Constitution appointeds, A chorter was secured later, About
60 names were on the tentative roll but only 48 assumed active membership.

Contact was now made with the iission Committee of the Pacific Synod with re=
quest for pastoral care though formal application for membership in the Synod
was not made for soveral months, Rev, Edwin Moll who had been elected Field
Mssionary for Oregon was assigned to Bugene as a supplys He came labe in Nov=-
ember and left for Oakland “al, about MarcH 1, During this time the property ab
13th and “igh was purchased for $10,000 cash the full amount being borrowed fronm
the Bank of Commerce at 8%, Partitions on the first floor of the bullding were
renoved to provide a chapel used for the first time for a "watch-night" servioce.

The Miss, Com, then called Rev, Frank Si Beistel to succeed Revs Mpoll and he
was sent to Eugene as a supply., Hec came oft iiny 1 but the family on July le Plans
were at once made for remodeling, A dining room was built, the garage beside it
converted into a room for the primary department, back stoirs built to 2nd floor
and basement, much plastering done, 2nd and 3rd floor rogns papered and painted,
and o two-car garage built, Approximate ocost of all remodeling $700.

After serving the congrepgation more than a year as Field Missionary, Reve Beigé
tel was called by bthe congregation as its first permanent pastor. Rapid progres M
wos made and high hopes entertained for greater acoomplishments, The 1930 min=- 0
utes of Synod reports thosc statistics: Confirmed members 102, 2 Wonen's organ= 3
izations 42, 2 Young People's soco. 32, Brothetrhood 16, toBal expenditures 285L.

THEN CAME THE DEPRESSION, Pesple were without work, families moved from the
city, business men were in trouble, Those wete hard yeard,

Financial operatiens: Original debt $10,000 at 8%, In June 1827 the debt of
$10,500 refinanced, Mre. R, M. Pratt taking $7,500 at 7% and the bank §3,00Qat
8%, The bank note wa s steadily reduced and stood at {1,750 when the bank fail-
ed, Later demand was nade for full payment within 10 days. Inpossible to bor=
row that much, Solicitations were made among nenbers and $1,200 cash secured.
Balance borrowed from First National which was soon repaid, At the expiration of
the Pratt note, a new note was given at 5%, Mr, Pratt making a denation of $1,000.

After serving more than 14 yoars Rev, Beistel's halth failed and he closed his
ninistry on June 1, 1941, Rev, E, J, Johnson of Nokomis, Ill, assumed oharge at
once and continued until Easter 1942, The congreogation then called Reve J. L.
Sawyer who began his pastorate on Sept 1, 1942 and is now with us,

Recent events are not described for-they are still fresh in our memorics.
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‘Ghe United Lutheran (Phurch
Goes Into the Eduicational Institutions
of Oregon.

2%

UNIT D LU HEBAK GHUBGK, .

ol _Eugene, Oregon i o B . :J .
2 Im the great state of Oregon W'high la,rger than thvcombmed areas of Ohio, Pennsylva-
ol n1a New Jersey and DelaWare ‘tHerevire: threel great educatlonal institutions:
AR A fomns -
i i s i i i L
22400 5 w4, L UNIVERSITY OF OREGON: as.iBugerse. *
# .ri's . OREGON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE..at Corvallis
:oap STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, at Monmouth
J ‘ : . . NTO these schools come the splendid young men and women from the entire state to be trained
o for their life work. Among them are many Lutherans. These young people will be the
.“:3” » "’ . leaders of the future state of Oregon. : “ferrigf

% ARk

ol Heretofore the. Umted Lutheran Church, which is the great American Lutheran body

~ m"the Umted States, has had no congregation at the seat of any of these schools and has not even had a

pastor. visitor to keep these young Lutherans true to their church.
o . . i

- NOW WE ARE:. GOING IN! A mission has been started at Eugene, the home
of the State University. The American Board of Missions of the U. L. C. has called as
its Field Missionary “for the State of Oregon, the Rev.Frank S.Beistel of Seattle, who was
for six years General Secretary of Thiel College in Pennsylvania and has located him at
Eugene.

_ A Fraternity House (see cut above) has. been, purchased for $10,000. It is lo-
REV. F. s, BEISTEL cated at the intersection of two principal “streets five blocks from the University and is
vieeo issioxamy cefitrally located for the city. The house is being remodelled at a cost of $1,000 and

* FOR THE STATE . . = . . oh Wiy
) o when finished will have a chapel seating 120, a social room for student activities and Sun-

day school and also apartments for the pastor and his family.

" A congregation of 50 has been gathered. The Board of M1ss1ons pays the salary of the Field
M1<51onary but provides nothing towards the cost of the property nor its remodelling. To meet these
obllgatlons and still put on an active program in a university town is probably too much for this

mission. They are bravely going on with the task with faith that what ought to be done can be done
. and that God has somewhere resources for it.

WE. zFfR(ANKLY ASK YOUR HELP TO PUT OVER THIS BIG PROGRAM, BELIEV-
ING THAT YOU REALLY LIKE TO HELP. A GOOD THING FOR YOUR CHURCH.

-

We promise on our part to do our best to make good with the trust the church has given us.
Please send your contributions to REV. FRANK S. BEISTEL, 315 E. 13th Ave., Eugene, Oregon.
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PRELIZINASYRI TORY x.mmo v 'ro THE ORGANIZATION OF 'ms
U‘wrm LUTEERAN CHPHCH, 3UGHENS, OREION

An extended introduotion {s offerod to thj.n histor: of the United
Lutheran Churok of Sugene for the reasom thst some in Sugene as well a. in
‘the ohurch at large, have somewknt bitterly opposed ite organization. Ihere
were indeed, thres Lutheran ochurches glready existing within the city limits--
Trinity (Vorwegian, BEnglish}, Ormce (feramaneBnglish) and Smmaus (Danish).
They were nationali:Sio churches howpver and were too szlow to move into an
American programe-s frult that has hindered Lutheran development in many
other plapes and ha: bean the onuse of great losses by the Lutheran Church
throughout the country for many years. Forwsrd-looking members of Trinity
Churoh many of whom were nat of Norsegi n ancestry withdrew in peace from
Trinity Churoh and formed themselves into the Sugene Bvangelical Lutheran
Churoh. Hven Rev. Jkilbred, though pa tor of Trinity Charsh, bLecame a
member of the new organisation and petitioned the throne of heaven for
divine bleazing. It was not the devire of this group to injure Lutheranism
in the University City, tut to estse®lish here the basis for future Lutherans
such a: they deemed imnvssible throughtihe Natiomalistio Churches. Whether
all had been dome with patlence and good-will a: Lecomes Chri:tian people,

m~y be open to douit for even gosd men sometime: fall in judgment and are
prone to »rejudice. Whather the Jhurch -0 organized will fulfill the
hopes of ite founders or find the approval of the Great Head of the Church
must be loft to the verdio! of suoceeding years. It i3 therefore the part
of wisdom to accept the proaont sttmtton and await Ood's guiding hand.
S

N



That thore was great differsnoce of oninion in Trinity church is manifest from the
following quotations from the minutes of its ocongregational meeting held Deo. 29, 1925
* Dr. Thorstenberg called attention to the fact that the iutheran Brotherhood of
Rugene, which is not an exclusive Trinity church organization, had iniated the move-
ment for an all-American lutheran church IHNAIRUBSSNIENATYININILY as early as June 2
1925 by addressing a letter to all latheran churche: in Bugene and vicinity for that
purpese as follows:
"Attention is oalled to the fact that there are in Hugene hundreds of people
of Iutheran falth and ancestiy who either do not understand any language other
than English or who, at auy rate, understand English better than any other lang-
uage and, comsequently, prefer all ghurch service in that language. There are
aize many Sagilish people who av uwb beloang %o suy ochurch, masy of whow would
become Lutherans if an all-Bnglish Iutheran Churoh were established in our midst.
"Por the purpose of initiating a wmovement that will make 1t pos=ible for
all Inthersms of Bugens and vicinity to unite in an effort to provide a suitable
churoh-houe to meet the needs above mentioned, the Iutheran Brotherhood of Sugene
respeotfully invites sash of the Lutheran songrogations in Sugene and vioinity
to name a committee of three persoms to meet with a like committes of the Brother-
bood for the purposs of devising ways and meams for eatablishing, before the
beginning of the next school year, if possible, an all=English Central Union
Intheran Church."
Commenting further, Ir. Thorstenberg sald he felt thot those who had interested
themselves in the Ameriean Lutheran Church movement, uight rightfully recent the ine
simuations in Reve Hougan's ztatement were not sincere or comsclemtious or that they
were not conziderate eto. e said that the members of rity ochurch had been begged
and pleaded with in almost every possible way to get them to see how poorly She church
was filling the needs of the community; $o see how the young pecple were leaving
because 1t not was not being Auericanized so they could xak get the full bensfit of
ohurch serviece and church work. Proposals have besn made for a program of aotivity
that would give those who prefer service in %he Norwegian language as mush or more
than they eare mow getting and atill improve its positicg to serve the young people
and the student bedy,all of which have besn met with sneers or underhanded efforts to
prevent programs that have been adopted from geing peaceably into effeot. The Dr.
inforned the songregaticn that he had now bean in Bugene 13 years, but affiliated here
ogly the last 6 years, because his ohildren could not get full benefit of the 3unday
sohool until 4t was oarried on in the Americer langusge, and that it was not without
heartbreaking ordeals that the ohildren werc taken out of the Freabyterian ‘unday
Sokool which they had lsarned to love., It does not 21t well to have ones loyalty te
the ohuroh quastioned in the light of such a situation, "so far as I am conserned"
said the Or. " ny comsociense will not let me rest until there i: an Americsn Lutheran
Church in Bugene and my family and wyself actively participating in it."

Wre 3.F.0as oalled attention to the fact that there was nothing unnatural about
a nusber of us taking an intereat in the development of an Anerican Lutheran Church
or even in participating in meeting: , baving matters pertaining o it under gomsder-
ation. A number of ws who have been urging that we in Trinity church should American=
ize more completely than we are, have ofeten basn told in private and in public, even
right here in this churoh at congregationnl weetings, that if we didu’'t like it the
way it was done here we could leave the churche. * # * Fvery effort that we have wmade
to get Trinity church more Americanized have been met with charges of imsincerity, or
deods and words indicating to us that we hBad no right to prepose that the proverty of
the church should be used for any such purposes. * * * largely because of the part I a
have taken in trying to Anericanizing the chursh, I have been accused of more wrong
doings here in this congregation than in apy other plage § have ever been. °

sire Theodore Nelsom said "It is mpparent, after a survey among menmbers, that
there a nmumber who will not peageably go along on any prograa Sor greater Auerican-
ization for Trinmity church or for comsoledation with the new Lutheran ohurch even if
suoh a deaision was reached Dy a large majority vote. We can never hope for peace,
either here or im the new shurch as long as there are a few members who will mot
abide with the American primoiple of majority rule but on the ocomtrary resort te
nisreprementations among the wenbers to prevent majority deoisions from operating,
thus keeping up a comstant turmbél within the congrezations



The firmt aotive zteps looking to the organization of an American Lutheran church were
taken at a meeting held in Trinity churoh Cotober 1, 1925 when some met to disouss the
feasibility of such an organisation. ir. 3. P, Ness was chairmen and idss Inga Iarsen
was seoretary. The question was disoussed by 3V Ness, Theo. Nelson, Dr. Thorstenberg
and ir. Oredvig. Committess were appointed.

Gommittee on Constitution & By-lawa,- G. Bauer
ir. Gredvig
Theo MNelson
irse Iundstrom
ER . tT ]
Commlttee on weting - place,-
Dre. Thorstenberg
ire. Hines
Mre. B. Gilbertson

Another meeting was held on Optober 21 in the Y.W.C.A. Hut and ocommittecs on Site
and on jynodical Felatiomship were appointed.
Somnittee on Churoh 3iite Dr Thorstenberg
LeJ.Clave
Chris lonson
ss Nordling
Chris skilbred

Committeo ENUNEN synodical
Relationship,» Theo Nelson
Mys. Lundstrom
@. Bauer

At a meoting held in the Y.N.0.A. on November 18, 1025 a tentative comstitution was
read and accepbed as a basis for organisation. A committee of five was anpointed as
inoorporators, Board of Directors and Church Council until a permanent organisation
would be formed on or before the seoond londay of January 1926, The oommittee eleoted
are: G. Bauer, L.J.Clave, J.F.0lsen, O.F ,Nordling and Mrs. Chas Hilberg. The name
Bugene Bvangelical Lutheran Churoh was seleoted by ballot. The ocommittes organized
with J.F.Olsen as ohairman, O.F,.Nordling as Seoretary and Mrs. Chas Hilberg as Treas.

THE FIR:T MBRETING
Jamuary 11, 1926.

A o0all had been issued that all who were intarested in the orgrnization of the
proposed AlleAmericen Lutheran Church should meot in the Y,¥.0.A., Hut January 11, 1926
The meeting was opened with soripture reading and prayer by Chairman Olsem. A proposed
comstitution was offered by the Committee on Comstitution and wa: adopted by the con=
gregation. By-laws were also adopted. The congregation then nroceeded to organisze
under the comstitution by the eleotion of & “hurch Counoil as follows:

For three years,~ Theo (. Nelsomn, G. Bauer and J.F.CGlsen

For two years ,~ Ire. Thoratenberg, L.H.Jessen and O,F odordling

Por one yoar = George Myrmo, Arnt Ree and 3,P.Wess
A oall was issued for the organisation of a Junday Sohool Sunday January 17 9.30 A.Me
The Church Counoil met the next evening (Jan.l2) and organized by the election of
J.F.Olsen chairman, 3.7 .Mesc Secretary, Dr. Thorstemberg V., President and L.H.Jessen
Finanoial Jeoretary. Theo Malsom and 0.P,.Nordling were appointed to organise & Iuther
Ieague and Dr. Thorstemberg and ir. Olsen were appointed to promote the organization
of a ladies Aid 3oo0lety. The Jeoretary was directed to oonfer with the pastors from
various synods to seoure their service: for 3undays.
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SYNCDICAL RELATIONHIP

It was certainly to de expeoted that a ocongregntion having arisen voluntarily
without the direoting hand of any synod and with a menbership gathered from the
various nationmalities and synods, would have some diffioulty in determining its
synodioal affiliations. Thiz was anticipated by those who promoted the organization.
Already at the preliminary meeting held on Ootober 21 a oommittee on Synodical Re-
lationship was appointed. This committee comsulted with the officers of the Home
Mssion Council ( an intersynodical assoointion of the Mission Boards of various
synods on this territory) and invited its #xecutive Committee to meet with them in
Bugene. At the meoting whem the congregation was organiged aotion was Saken
“direoting the Counoil to renew the request alresdy made for a meeting with the
Home Mission Council at the earliest date nossible for the purpcae of determining
whether or not a satisfactory intersynodioal relationshipr and basis for cooperation
can be developed between this congregation and the synods represented in the Home
Miseions Counoil and in the membership of this congregation.” The Counsil did so.
Correspondence was also had with Revs. Sohoeler(Joint 3ymod), Hendriokson(Norwegian)
Bloomquis t( Augus Sana) , Deok(U.L.C.), Skilbred(MNorwegian) and 2wes (Free Church)

In February, Dr. Thorstenberg rresented befors the congregation a series of charts
showing the relative position of the several Iutheran synods.

A% its meeting on February 25, the Churoh Council "reccmmends to the oongregation
that it make application to the Home Mis ion Council to be allocated to a symod and
that the ocongregation express its desire to become a member of the U.L.C." Motion
made by Mr. Ness and seconded by Dr, Thorstenberg. In the meantime, however, the
Council recommended the ¢alling of i-v. LeBoeDegk of the U.L.C, as pastor and de=-
forred the decision to join a synod? Rev. Deok deolined the oall., The Home Mission
Council met in Tagoma on April 16 and ocomsidered the Hugene situation. The Sx-
eoutive Committee of the Home Mission Council had, however, previouslfFeb.l4)
met with the iynodiecal Relations Committee. (The proceedings of this meeting are
appended as printed in the "Oregon Parish lessenger® Mey 1926) see page 5 and 6
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A speoia meeting of the congregation was called for lay 19, 1926 for the purpese

of considering the action of the Home Mssion Council. After the reading of the aotion

ir. William Petersen moved,"That we proceed to oconsider the question of synodioal

affiliation and that we make application for membership in the United Iutheran Church."

It was seoconded. Mr. Theodore Helson offered a substitute motion continuing co-oper-

ation with ‘rinity Churoh in a jJoint oall to Rev. P.J.luvass. The substitute motion

was disoussed and a ballot cazt resulting in a vote of 20 "For® and 40 "Againat®. The
original motion (ir. Patersen's ) wa: voted on by ballot with 41"For” and X 17 "Against*

This aotion seemed decisive of the congregations desire to united with the U.L.C.

Thereupon lirs. A. Iundstrom moved "That the Council de inmstructed to apply to.the

Home ldssion Board of the United Iutheran Chureh to send someone to have pastoral

care of the Bugene Iutheran Church until the congregation is in a position to gall a

permanent pastor. Carried. This aotion was communicated to Rev. Deok, the seoretary

of the Home ilssion Coumittee of the Paoifie Synod of the U.L.C.

NOTE It is known by the writer of this history that no offioer of the U.L.C. had up to
thi: point any persomal or written communiocation with members of the Bugene Iunth.
church exoept Rev. Deck who, himelf was violemtly opposed to the congregation's
making application for or being received into the U.L.C.



The congregation h:d now through great trivulations, much dlsousaion, and
many conferences, resched the sonclusion th-t memter hio within a purely American
‘ynod would best serve its meeds. Application had alresady been made for member-
ship in the Paoif Syhod of the United Lutheran Churoh and thi: faithful grow
now awalted the fulfillment of theéir long ocherished hopes that an Anerican
program could be inauguarated. Then cane the great trmagedy. Rev. Deck, though
sent to represent the U. L. 0. was gealously sactive in stteuwpt:s te drive the
congregation into the Worwegian Synod. He preached on August 106, and spent the
next day visiting among the members 1o create a sentiment favorable to nmerging
with Trinity Vorwegian Church. The propaganda thus smread wa:s clinched at the
evening meeting, August 17, with the statemant that the U. L. €. hadrno money
to spend on Bugene work. Thisz left the sevene-month 0ld congregation seemingly
helplesz. Therefore when the following resolutions were presented, thers secmed
1little hope of doing anything else and the vote stood %6 for the resolution and
20 against. ‘

RES0LVED That the Bugens Iuther-n Church is willing to take part in the
formation of a Central Lutheran Churoh in Bugene on the basis of the proposal
made by the Trianity Lutheran Church.

RESOLVER That in order to facilitate the transposition of our congregation
into a part of the provosed Central Lutheran Church, we hereby west titls to
all property and assets of the coungregstion and all its auxilisry organizations,
subject to all liabilities, in a trusteeszhip of three persons to o elested here
tonight with instructions and authority to transfer, szet over and deliver such
property and assets to the pronoszed Centml lutheran Chureh az soon =5 it is
incorporated.

RESOLVED That for the vurpose of putting into effect the decislion of this
congregation now mtde, to merge with Trinity for the »urpose of forming a
Central Lutheran Church, the trustaes just elected be further instructed as
follows:

{1) To inform the Pastor of Trinity Churchk of our action with reference to

Trinity's proposal for comsolidation and ascertain whet time hes Deen fixed for
the re-organization meeting,

(2) To inform the corporation sommissioner for the 3tate of COregon that when
the Certificate for Incorporation of the Central Luthoran Church i: iscued, the
Certifioate for the Eugene Lutherar Church become: sutomatically void as a con-

sequence of the congregation's decision to become a part of another organization.

The Pugena.lutheran Church had been killed. The next day the shurch in which
they worshipped was invaded and its humbtle property consisting of hymn books and
" church suprlies were taken out =nd removed to Trinity Church. The flock that
bhad be=n organized with such high hopes some months before were now soattered.
Some returned to Trimity Church, others dropped out of the church altogether, but
a faithful remnent numbering forty-one met in thelr ohursh the following Sunday
and though without Looks or other equipwent, resclved to continue their l-bors
to establish in Bugene an All-Ameriocsn Lutheran Church. The setivities of this
group, their will to sucoeed end their hervic adventures form an interesting
chapter in thed. history of Lutheran development in Oregon.
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When the congregation made decision of its synodieal »reference, and apvlied
to the Pacific Synod of the United Lutheran Church for membership therein, it had
oomplied literally with the advice of the Home ¥isslon Council given April 16,
*to unite with one of the Lutheran 3ynods es soon as possible.®

The leter charge by those unfriendly to this congregation that the direotions
of the Home Mission Council had not been obeyed seems wholly without foundation.
The congregation ncted in good falth aocording to its be.t judgment.

Recognizing, howevar, that the solution of the difffioult problem confronting
the Lutherans of Bugene did not rest with this congregation alone but also in
aooperative efforts with the o ther Lutheran Churches, the Bugene Lutheran Church
{issued a o0all to the other churches to meot with it in open conference 3unday
evening, June 27.

"The primary objeot of the opening conference is to afford an
opprortunity to every one for a free and open expres:ion of sentiment
and exohange of views and view points regarding the looan conditions
of Lutheranism, thus paving the way for a better understanding tetwecn
the several Lutheran groups.”

*From this it will be seen that the discussions are intended to
be through and through informal and hence not even » topic for dise
ocusasion har as yet been seleoted or nroposed. On the contrary, the
supposition is that the prorer kind of topios will be readily suggested
from the floor by those who have the be:t interests of our Church at heart,*

"To those who may msk what direoct and definite good oan come from
such conference , this much at least o-n bve 8~id with reasomable cer-
taintyie As a means, if nothing alse, of stimulating true Christian
fellowship they are well worth while. If properly attended and cone~
duoted they can hardly fall to bring about a more syupathetioc attitude
of one Lutheran group toward another in the many vexing problems that
confront them; and lostly, by oonsidering our own partioular problems
in the light of the opinions and view ~oints of others we might all
be guided into s fuller realigation of our personal and individual
responsibilities for the furtherance of the common oause. Let u: at
any rate be open minded and give the matter a falr tpial.”

The conference we: held and recommended that committees be appointed from
the various ohurches for further considerantion.

That the congregation weo: notgaverse to doing all within its power to bring
harmony from the disturbted conditions and yet bte true to the call of lendership
in progressive Lutheranism, it heeded the recommendation of the Free Conference
of June 27 and the request of the Mission Board of the U. L. C. a: presented by
its seoret-ry, Rev. L. B. Deck and appointed, July 12 a committee of five cone-
sisting of: William Peterazen, 0. P. Wordling, Hans Jessen, J. F. Olsen and
Dr. Thorstenverg to meet with ® like comuittees or groups of Lutherans to see
what can be dome to the end that there might be only one ILuthoran Church in
Bugene, using the English langusge morning and evening. This committee met with
the committee from Trinity Church on August 9, and submitted the following
report:

Feport of the Conference Comnittes eleoted by the Congregntion at its
meeting of July 12 to meet in joint cession with a like committee from
Trinity Lutheran Churoh.
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all-important nationalistio differences existing between the two groups.

This then led to the guestion as to what the Commlittee of the
Bugene Church believed to be - reasonavle basis upon whioh some approach
toward unification might be made. To this the Bugene Committee replied
that in their opinion such an end could ba attained only on a 57«50
basis, inoluding the elimination of all property interests and a willing-
ness on the part of Trinity to renounce its identity as a part of N, L. C.

At this Jjunoture, Rev. Luvaas prasented the following set of nronosals;

The general disoussion wa: then renewed, and continued until very near
midnight hour without any apparent indication that the two Committeas had
come any closer toward a general agroement.

The Committee from the Bugens congregation has since then taken the
Trinity proposal under very careful and deliterate advisement, having also
met to consider each of the paragrapha in detail, and begs to subtmit the
following as embodying its final conolusions: (1) We highly commend the
congiliatory tone in whioh the o»ronosal a: a whole has been drafted, as
well as the expressions of willingness on the part of Trinity oongregation
to make certain concessions in the intereats of consolidation or unification.
(2) We regret to say that in our opinion these concessions are of such
minor importance in themselves that they could have but little value at
best in removing the m in larriers against ultiuate con olidation of the
two congregations. (?) In view of this wvital disparity the Committee
holds that the question of union with Trinity must bte left to the disoretion
of individual members, and therefore recommends that those of our members
who are thoroughly convinced in their minds that such action would pro-
mote the best interests of Lutheranism in our city %be left free to take
the necescary step: for admission to membershi» in Trinity Lutheran Church.

Respeostfully submitted,

William Peter:en
0. P. Yordling
Hans Jeasen

Je Ps Olsen

E. Thoratanberg



22-DAY HERITAGE TOUR
JULY 10-31, 1984

Hosted by Harvey Neufeld

Church Relations Office
Pacific Lutheran University

Lecturer: Dr. Ralph Gehrke

Professor, Pacific Lutheran University

A rich and full experience — marvelous tours,
and congenial co-travellers.

Featuring:
OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY
- 350th Anniversary
- Performed only once every ten
years — since 1633
LUTHER PLACES
SWITZERLAND
AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION
- 7th Assembly-selected sessions
(optional)
- Tours of Budapest

Land Costs $1,780 (includes most meals)
Air 815

$2,595

To book a seat — Send $300 Deposit by May 1
Limited seats (36)

Write or call for more information:

Tour
Church Relations Office

PACIFIC
IUTHERAN
UNIVERSITY

Tacoma. WA 98447

Brochures available
Telephone: (206) 535-7423

Prices as of Feb. 1, 1984 — Subject to change
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RELIGION IN THE NEWS

- Pioneer church celebratis

A centennial celebration fofk™ University in Tacoma and Wartburg

Walker Church is planned Sunday at
the small, 100-year-old church, locat-
ed between Cottage Grove and
Creswell on England Road, just off
old Highway 99. Activities include a
9:45 a.m. worship hour and an 11
a.m. service featuring special music.
A potluck follows at 12:30 p.m. De-
scendants of several pioneer fami-
lies will be on hand to share memo-
ries at a 2 p.m. service. For informa-
tion, call 942-2747.

The Young Continentals will
present their contemporary Chris-
tian music concert at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day at South Hills Assembly of God,
3195 Hilyard St.,, Eugene. These
teen-age singers and dancers tour
North America giving their “Get a
Life” program designed to help
other young people make biblically
sound decisions. There’s no admis-
sion charge, but a free-will offering
will be taken. For more information,
call 343-4122.

The Rev.
Thomas
Dodd will
be installed
Sunday as
pastor of the
United Lu-
theran
Chusric.h’;
2230 Wash-
ington  St.,
Eugene.
Bishop Paul
Swanson of
the Oregon Synod will preside at the
4 p.m. service.

Dodd studied at Pacific Lutheran

f

Rev. Thomas Dodd

By the Los Angeles Times

HANOI, Vietnam — It is early
Sunday morning in Hanoi, capital of
one of the world’s last officially
Communist — and atheist — coun-
tries. The streets are nearly desert-
ed, except for a few couples playing
badminton in the parks or going
through the slow-motion ritual of tai
chi.

But at 6 a.m., the sonorous tolling
of church bells telegraphs the hour
throughout the sleeping city. At St.
Joseph’s, a gothic Roman Catholic
cathedral, stragglers scramble for
the few remaining seats at the back
of the immense granite church,

Theological Seminary in Dubuque,
Iowa. His first parish was at
Shawnee Mission, Kan. He and hi
family will come to Eugene from
Faith Lutheran in Coquille, wherg
he has served since 1985. For info
mation, call 342-5808.

~ RELIGION
ROUNDUP

The Oregon Slavonic Choir,
which sings Ukrainian and Russian
liturgical and folk music, will per-
form today at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on
the Springfield Mall, Sixth and Main
streets. Admission is free. For infor-
mation, call 686-0546.

Paul and DeLois Wynia will
present a ministry of music, Scrip-
ture and testimony at 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day at Valley Christian Center, 210
LaSalle St., Harrisburg. The presen-
tation is free, but an offering will be
accepted. For more information,
call 995-6912.

“Clouds of the Mind,” a video
exploring Buddhist psychology and
how to use the practice of mindful-
ness to create peace, will be present-
ed at 11 a.m. Sunday at the Center
for Sacred Sciences, 960 Fillmore
St., Eugene. For information, call
345-0102.

Springfield Womens Aglow will
meet from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
at Springfield Faith Center, 600 Hay-
den Bridge Way. Sue Crandall will
discuss her missionary work in Chi-

The Young Continentals plan conte:

na. For details, call 747-5528.

Coos Bay Women’s Aglow will
meet Thursday at the North Bend
Library, 1800 Sherman Ave., for a
time of praise and worship. Ione
Sinclair of the Coos Bay Fellowship
will present the second part of
“Birthing the Word of the Lord,”
with a program entitled, “Setting the
Standard of Righteousness.” To ar-




VITAE
THOMAS H. DODD

EDUCATION
1978 Wartburg Theological Seminary MA Divinity
1974 Pacific Lutheran University BA History/Religion

WORK EXPERIENCE

1985 to Present: Faith Lutheran, Coquille, Or. Pastor

1978-1985: Westwood Lutheran, Shawnee Mission, KS , Pastor

1977-1978 Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA, Assistant to Admission Director
VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

Soccer Coach

Helpline Board Member

Children of Alcoholics Support Group Leader
Assistant Coach in basketball and baseball
Participant on Middle School panel on Sexuality

LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES
Tennis, gardening, reading, family activities, writing

PERSONAL DATA
Wife: Gay Kramer-Dodd Law Librarian
Children: Mathew 11 years

Patrick 7 years



The Installation of
Rev. Thomas H. Dodd

United Lutheran Church
2230 Washington Street
Eugene, Oregon





