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Jesus As Miracle Performer
rIfE E piphany ~ easo l1 is t o spe.ak to u 
of lig ht. The vc ry name impli es this . 

It is to speak to us not of physical light , 
but of the light that J esus shed s abroad as 
His gospel is procla imed and as the H oly 
Spirit enlightens and an ct ifi es ill liS the 
tru e faith . 

The miracle of Jesus brought s piritual 
lig h t. ITe performed th m in order tho. t 
peopl e mig ht h~ hrought fr 01l1 darkness t o 
light. T he pllrjJo, e with Hi s miracles w as 
not that the cu--insit· of the peopl e might 
he ~a ti sf ied hut rath er that the 
people mig-ht bc·l ieve In Tr im. 
Faith is light. T he one vho 
believes ill Jes ll s shall not walk 
ir; darkness, fo r Jestts i~ the 
S un of Righteo us ness , \Vhere\'er 

Ie is darkness mu st flee. if the 
heart IS \\"l1l 1l1g to O [1 CII , c e lf 

to H illl and to H is lIlar ' elol! ' 
truths, 

Yea , the llIi ra les of Je~us 
hrought light. Just think of the 
blind that Jesus heal ed. Jl1 st 
think \\'_hat it meant to thelll to 
have their eyes opened! \ \Tha t a 
preciolls endowm ent we have ill 
the eyesight with \\'hi ch God has 
blessed li S ! How th e blind IllUSt 
ha vc rejoiced, as they recei ved 
their ,;ight at th e hands uf Jes ll s . 
Many prai sed Goel because o f 
these miracles. a::; they throug h 
t hese had learnt to helieve in 
Jesus. T hink of the s ick tha t 
Jesu ~ ell reel. Noone hac! heen 
able to perform stlch lIliracles 
before. Do you not ,lIppose it 
meant li ght t o these sufferi n,.., 
Olles, when Jesus proved Him­
self the G reat Physici an that was 
ahle ~o res tore e en their healt h; 
yea, as th )' found that He was 
ev en able t o Cllre lep ers. Th ink 
of th ose possessed with demo ns, 
that cam e to J esll s . T he cl emons had to flee 
at His word. Those possessed were loosed 
fron their bond", as the Master only spoke 
a \Yord. And t hink uf those w hom H e 
rai sed from the dead! Ho w flood" of lig-ht 
lllU:-;t have just . pour<·d t hemselves out 
o ver sorrowing ~oll1s, as t hey re eived h'ack 

their near and dear on s ! 

Jesus is t he same today. He is still 
perfo rming miracles. and miracl es mean 
~ti l1 lig ht to those \\'ho witnes th em . H e 
wants lI S to enjoy Eyi phan)' all our days. 
Tea, He ,'anl:i to appear co nstantly to the 

SO ll l. O ft en our heart are filled with 
c arkne"~ . hut JTe i~ all! to fill th em with 
lig-ht. I t is cv n in Ollr da? a common 
th ing that p op le a re sick. Jesus is still 
the Great Physician that is willing and 
ahle to help. That peop! get well even 
after havin g- ~ l1ff red with extremely 

.J csus Spl'ea (ling Light and .1oy T hrongh His Mil'ac:J s 

dangeroll s di seas es is a very commo n thing . 
It i;; Jesus that doc s 011'; healinR. L et llS 
ll(Jt gi\ 'c th e (] ,)cior :111 til · cred it for t he 
ctlres that arc " ffectcr], (~ ivc JeslI" most 
c ~p ecia ll.\· t he honor . n~· is the Oil that 
he;d -; our di seases. \ C II ", hen earthly 
1l1 eans and h llma n intt'lkct :1nd hand s a re 
lI sed to se[\'e 1fun, H e '>aid " I am with 

yon always." He is not "ith us as an 
idler. lIe is our Shepherd that He might 
protect ll S and lead us out of any difficulty 
into which w e ;llay co m . H e is t he light 
in the "ickroolll, and who can count the 
many 111 iracl es He has perform ed there. 

J esus is the only light in which w 

m ight rejoice in the hour of death. H u is 
ottr only hope in the mids t o f death':; 
shadows. H e sha ll in the m oment of th 
heliever' s departure from this ,arth 1-1 r­

fnrm a most wonderful miracl e : sal' tl1 
;;o ul , hrin g it lI illl se lf h0 I111: tu 
th e eternal ma nsions o f J'od . 
"I sha ll come ag ain a nd take 
you unto myself," were Hi s 10 r_ 

ing word s to J1is cliscip les , They 
are hi s I()\' ing worcl s to II is iol­
I()\\'cr,; tuday . 

The Y l r y go::,pd ul JL: , th I 

a per fo r tller of llliracl es, as the 
Ht) l)' S pirit works through t his 
Illean s of g ra ·e. It call trans­
iurm a heart like nothing else 
ca n. It is G d 's po \\-er tlnto 
~,ah' ati()n for al l \ 'ho helieve. 
Faith IS a llli racle -worker. It 
ic; the power that o\'e rC Olllcth the 
\\'orlel. \.Vhercn;r J cs us and H is 
goc;pel are th ere we have life, 
light . salva t ion. 

T ry always t o be as mu ch of 
an encollragement,; a s plh~ ihl 

in tl1'~ \\'ork of your chur 'h . -
Huost your chllrch , Ask non­
meml)ers tn Ollle and join it. 

In the rnicbt f sorrow lift 
al way,; .rotH ' ey e, towa rd yO ! r 
heavenly home. Nothing can so 
wipe th e tears as the faith­
' isio n of the hC[l \'a nly mansions . 

I ' e never a fraid of " ex tra 
work," "'hen it is question of 

the inter t s of the K ingclo m of God. Ju st 
think of the " c" tra work" J(' us had tn 
do for you and me. 

Let us not I) e "so ur" ll1 Ollr Chri s t ian 
hehaviour. A long fac e docs lot bel ong­
to a life in sanctificatioll. Rejf'lt e in the 

Lord alway , aga1l1 I . a;' : Rejoice ! 
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building of the Kingdom and to the saL 
vation of dearly bought immortal soul s . r Editorial 1 Cooperation is of great importance in 

~~~ the w ork for ~he church of Christ. Vie 

The New Year therefore hear in our day a great deal 
ahout the importance of our getting closer 

lie>" :; .;rr-- _ L " bot ~e ~ \"~"'1 ts ,\'l a.;y~;tn<l c1 f' s ('l~ }og (!t h e r a!;', d i ff r .11 t • Y110r\S of 

to be His co-laborers, both young and 
old. His Kingdom never is lacking in em­
ployment. Neither does anyone there ever 
have to work without receiving reward. 
No, God rewards abundantly everyone 
who stands in His employ. He even says 
ITe shall give :l. hundred-fold here in this 
world and in the world to come eternal 
life. May 1931 therefore be rich in labor 
in Goel's Kingclom, anel may He bless us 
all abundantly throughout all the days of 
this new year. :May an abundance of souls 
be won for Christ finally to enter upon 
the eternal year with Him. 

Laboring Together 

\Ve han: a great ta:;k before us as a 
Lutheran church on the coast. A tre­
llH"Il(lou:; propurtioll of those who were 
horn and raised Luthnans are still out­
side of (lur fold. Let us pray .Iod not 
only for lahore:·s. but that He also might 
give an ahundanc of "'face and wisdom 
to th e workers He has on the field, that 
His cause might go forward to · the up­

May it be crowned with an abundance of 
hles:oilw. Timts have been .. tringent. 
Tho:;e that arc ill a measure animated by 
a bit of optimi sm, proph esy better t imes 
for the cnsuing ) ear. \~ e hope their 
prophesic, will come trlle. Employment 
i:; a hlessing. It not only mean s bread 
and butter and everything else that is 
essential to h: dily comfort, but it also 
mean:; a hettcr condition of mind. body 
an d son!. \-Ve hope that the l11ultitudes, 
that lIs ed to m'lrl11ltr hecause of the work 
th ey had had to do during the days of 
an oversllpply f joh,; . have learnt to ap­
pn:cia t e at least in a measure the blessed­
ness of employment, as the country has 
during th e la c. t few months been gripped 
almost to an lIn endurahle degree by the 
curse o f l1ncmpluyment. Let us thank 
Cod that we can work. and for every day 
that FTe ha s made it pos ihle for us to go 
about ()ur regular task. Yes, it is a great 
privilege to enjoy strength to work. It 
i. a great blessing to ha\'e work in abun­
dance to do. Refreshing slumbers sweet­
en thc re t on our pillows usually only 
",hen Ollr days are in a , ubstantial pro­
portion taken 'IP with labor. May God 
bless us during 1931 with an abundance 
of em ployment. 

It is a blessing to be able to work in 
the Kinadom of God. Let us therefore 
never complain when w e are called upon 
to labor t here. This year God wants us 

the Lutheran rl~nolllination. It would in­
deed be a blessing if there could be a bet. 
tel' I1nder ::; tan<ii;1g and couperation among 
us than has been the ca:;e in the past. 

'\That we need in the first place is the 
hest possihle cooperation within the in­
di\'ic1ual churches. Above everythng else 
we need to come to the point where the 
congregation one hundred per cent assists 
the pastor in every way in which he can 
be assisted. To huild up the church is 
not a one man's job in any place. It is 
a very difficult thing. especially out here 
on the coast, to gain new members for 
the local chur::h even in a number that 
will not he outdone by the shrinkage-list 
that each congt'egation must report every 
year. It is as a general rule extremely 
difficult for the different -organizations to 
function as they should. In many cases 
the Sunday school gives the pastor, sup­
erintendent and teach ers great concern in 
that it c10es not grow or is not ahle even 
to keep up its list of pupils. At times 
the choir fails entirely or in part to serve. 
An 1 so there is discon tent and murmuring 
here and there among the people. V.'hat 
pastor has not had at least some experi. 
ences along the lines here described ? Yea, 
what pastor has not worried more or less 
because the coagregation cannot grow. 

AlI the causes for ·worry and concern 
here described only emphasize the great 

need of cooperation in our local churches. 

Talk therefore that kind of system of la­
boring together, before you devote alI your 
energies talking a coming together on the 
part of different synods, commendable as 
latter might :)e. Take pride first and 
last in your own congregation. Have your 
interests centered in her fir t and last. 
See that she joes her part for her own 
support. Labor that she might clo her 
full share at the right time for conference 
and synod. Labor that she might occupy 
the honor place on every roll where her 
name appears. eret by all means away 
fr0111 the characteristics of the cattle that 
browse ih the J)asture: that the grass ap­
pears greenest In the outside of the fence. 

Yes, often the grass seem:; to appear 
greenest on the meadow of someone else. 
A clo,;er invcstigation will however often 
reveal that one's own meadow compares 
favorably with any other, all things con­
sidered. Be that as it may, the everlasting 
talk about that they are doing so much 
hetter in the X or in the Y church never 
got anything for any church. Often they 
become very annoying to the pastor. La­
bor with the pastor, pray for and with 
him, assist him, boost your church, do 
everything possible to get all the mem­
bers to work with the pastor in every way 
possible for the upbuilding of your local 
w ork. Be patient and long suffering. The 
\ 'ork of tilt" ,~hurch requires this kind of 
quality of mind and disposition. Above 
everything, pray! The prayer of a right­
eow; lI1an avai1eth much, says the word 
of God. 

Will the Church Survive? 

The church of Jesus Christ has always 
been attacked. The strongest forces of 
the entire worid have at times made their 
onslaughts against her. The apostles to­
gether with other "first Christians" were 
severely presecuted. For three hundred 
years the persecutions rageel, at times in 
the most terrible fierceness conceivable. 
The Christians were compelled to worship 
in secret. They dug themselves clown into 
ground that they there might pour out 
their hearts hehre God and worship Him 
according to the cravings of their souls. 
Behind the fiercely raging persecutions 
was the greatest worldly power of the 
time, the Roma:1 emperor. But the church 
weathered every storm. It lived through 
every baptism of blood. Yea, the blood 
of the martyrs became the "seed of the 
church." 

In our time the devil is making his new 
attempts at br\~aking down God's institu. 
tion of grace, the church. The greatest 
power of all the world is gradually to be 
summoned, that is the clever plan. That 
great power is no longer a king or an em­
peror. It is everywhere in our day recog. 
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nized as being the peopJe. The devil al ­
ways adapts himself according to the times 
in which he acts. He is now making every 
attempt at converting the people to athe­
Ism. He is doing this through the con­
certed efforts of the atheists. He seems 
to have one immensely large realm won 
for his cause, namely Russia. That vast 
coun try now serves as his base of opera­
tion. Never before was a vast country so 
thoroughly won for the cause of unbelief. 
By direct and indirect means the people 
have been driven way from their churches. 
The Sunday has been taken away from 
them. Everyth;ng possible has been done 
to take od and religion out of the con­
sciousness of the people, and success has 
attended all these nefarious efforts. 

From Ru ss ia have gone out waves of 
atheistic influences all over the w orld. The 
"Society of the Godless" and other athe­
istic unions have in a very def.inite and 
well organized way labored in our country 
and in Canach, and they have found a 
very fruitful fi eld especially in the large 
centers of pop'llation. They have made 
every attempt to make science their co­
hort. And ",h,lt an awe-inspiring power 
the populus awl science evidence. as they 
appear as )'oke-I)rothers in the realm of un­
belief. Yea, the grea te t power is called 
upon today by satan, as he makes h is at ­
tempts at destroying the Christian church. 
The most fruitful soil for the atheistic p ro­
pag anda is found in the indifference anel 
the sluggishness that characterizes such a 
large percentage of our people of today. 
vVe have now in mind those who never 
give their children any religious instruc­
tion whatsoever. Thousands of children 
in our land nev':r go to any Sunday school, 
never hear one word from out f the Bible. 
vVhat a fieled for atheis tic propaganda' and 
for atheistic Sunday schools. The picture 
is indeed dark that we here are painting, 
but it is a true picture of conditions as 
they prevail. 

Shall the 	 church of God continue to 
stand in spite of all this? One thing that 
tends to prove that she shall weather all 
storms, no 	matter how strong. we find in 
the fact that more Bibles were printed and 
sold last year ~han ever before, according 
to the report ,)f the Ameri can Bille So­
ciety. The church has weathered the 
storms in the past, even when the great­
est powers 	of ,heir times in their fiercest 
om;\aughts 	 hur1ecl themselves again st her. 
She shal! stand till the end of time. no 
matter what powers launch their attacks 
on her. J esu. said that He would found 
her on Himself. He is the "Rock o f Ages" 
that never 	sha!\ be moved. The promise 
of her Founder is that the gates of hell 
shall not prevclll against her. 

"Thy scepter, Jesus, shal! extencl, A s far 
as day prevaileth; Thy glorious kingdom, 

without end, :)hall stand, when all else 
faileth; Thy blessed Name s hall be con­
fessed, And round Thy cro s, forever 
blest, Shall kings and people gather." 

,~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~

I Contributed I 
~ 	 ~---..~ 

To the Congregations and Pastors of 
the Columbia Conference 

Grace and Peace: "Hitherto hath J eho ­
vah helped us." 1 Sam. 7 :L2. 

vVhen you receive this greeting the year 
1930 will have finished its course and giv­
en place to the new year of 1931. 

As we look back over the past y ear we 
find that, as a conference, we have ample 
reasons for sincere gratitude hecause of 
the bountiful providence of God. Seldom, 
if ever, has it happened in the history of 
this Conference that a y ar closed with­
out any vaca~1t pastorates . The L ord 
has answered the prayers for laborers in 
His harvest. And since He has supplies 
the laborers we al so trust that H e will 
provide the means necessary for our treas­
urer to take care of our increased responsi ­
bilities. It is indeed encouraging to note 
that in spite of the g eneral economic de­
pression and much unemployment, the 
\Yol-k in Chrisf's kingdom has proceeded 
as usual. anel !. ur people have res pond ed 
nobly to the need of the Church. The 
congregations z·nd pasto rs have all la­
bored faithfully to retain their enviahle 
record of past years in meeting their oh­
ligations t o Conference and Synod for 
missions anel other benevolences. \Ve are 
confident. too. that every cong regation will 
he successful in their earnest endeavors 
to meet the entire budget for last year he­
fore the 1st of February, when the hooks 
are closed. 

May God's richest blessing crown your 
mutual labor I)f love during- the ensuing 
year to the upbuilding- and strengthening 
of His kingdom, and may TIe grant YOIl 

all a most ITappy and Prosperous New 
Year. 

Your hum b le servant in --: hrist. 
G. K ANDEE"~T , President. 

Astoria, Ore!S·on. Dec. 30, 1920. 

Annual Meeting of Portland District 

Augustana 	Lutheran Church 
January 27-28, 1931 

Tuesday, 7 :45 P. ~!I.-lIoly communion: 
reparatory. Rev. H . P . Johnson; sermon, 

Rev. Eric H. vVahlstrom. "God's D etermi­
nation to Evangelize the vVorlcl," l\It. 24: 
12. 

vVednesday. 9 to 9 :30 A. M.-Devotion, 
R ev. A. G. Anderson; busin ess session, 
9 :30 to 12; Bible discu ssion, 2 P. M .. 

amne. "Vflrt enda hopp i varldens evan­
gelisatio n," Apg. 4:12. Introdu ced by 
Re , . E . J. Sakrison. Othel- pastor take 
part in discu $sion. 

Service, 7:45 P. M.- Sermon, R ev. J. 
A. E dlund, Swedish; sermon, R ev . ..T . ( . 

Andeen, E ng lish. 
Choose free text wh ere suhject IS not des­

ignated. 
Supper will be served T uesday at (j 

P. NI. in the church parlors. also dinn'r 
a t noon and lunch at 5 :30 P. M. You are 
all w elcome. P I 'nty o f room ior those 
who want lodging, ple ase inform th e un­
dersigned. 

\Velcome 	 to Augus tana. 
SAMUEL P. JO HN SO N . 

The Fourth Christian Conf6'.cence 
St. Peter, Minn. 

By E.. W . H. 
The Fourth Christian Cunference of the: 

young- people of the Augu :i tana Synod un­

der th e <Luspic.:s of the Synodical L uth er 
L eag ue Council will be held at Gustavus 
Adonphu s Colkge, St. Peter, l\rinn. , F eh­
rl1arv 11-15. T hree similar cOllfer 'nces 
havc been held in the past. two a t ! ug­
us(ana College. R,)C k T" land ., and O lle at 
Bethany Co llege. Lindsborg, K ansa:i . T he 
attendance has been nationwide on each 
occa~lon . 

The 'onference ~it St. P eter pr01l1lse,.; 
to be bo th inkres t ing and in structive. The 
Drog-ram has heen planned hy th c.xecu­
ti ve committee under the leadership of 
D r. Joshua O den. president, and Rev. P . 
N. S jogren, <:xecutive secr e tary of th e 
Synodical L eague. Each morning \vill he 
devoted to departmental groups that will 
::; tudy and disc11ss vari ous phases of y oung 
peoples' work and probl ems. The program 
include!' acldre"ses delivered by such out­
standing' leader,; as Dr. S. J. Sebeliu :,; , D r. 
Conrad Bergewlo£[, R.ev. C. O. Granlund, 
Dr Mary Markley. Dr. Gustave Andreen , 
and Dr. n. J. Johnson. president of Gus­
t avus Adolphus College. Bihle studi e:o 
will be conclnct ':d by Dr. S. 1\1. Miller. D r . 
Paul Andreen and Rev. Malvin L undeen. 
The closing address on Sunday aiternoon 
will he delivered by Dr. N. 1\1. Ylvisaker. 
executive :.;ccretary oi the Luthel- League 
of the Xorw 'gian church. 

A large r epr':sentation from the various 
parts of the synod is expected. From the 
East and Midd!e \Vest spec ial tra ins w il1 
carry t he d elegates to St.. Peter. F ro1l1 the 
far \Vest there will naturally not l)e ~ u 

many. T he Culumhi a Conference will he 
represen ted by the pr s ident of the Con­
ference Leagne. Rev. E ric H. "Vahlstrom, 
and hy Mr. Arthur Linn of Tacoma. The 
California onrerence will ab h ' repn' ­
sented. F ollow the papers. e:,.pec ially the 
:ompanion _ 	 for n '\V ~ o f th e Confercnce. 
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There will ais be published later a re­
port of the conference which will contain 
the message anJ addresses delivered. This 
book should be valuable for all who are 
interes ted in Luther Lcague work. 

Emanuel Hospital Staff Banquet 

Oil the evening of January . 18. 1931, 
the fifth annu.ll banquct of the Emanuel 
Hospital Staff \Va" he.ld in thc dining 
room of the Hospital. This is an annllal 
affair, givcn joiatly by the Executive Com­
mittce of thc Bo. pital Staff and the Hos­
pital, with the cntire medical ~ taff, and thc 
"Ilpervi s()rs of th Hospital as guest. It 
is the (jne occa::;ion during the year when 
the melll1>ers of the Staff, and the Trust­
ees, and all interested in the welfare of 
the 1To:"pital meet together for a purely 
social time. 

Credi t for the arrangement of the pro­
gram glPs to Dr. Roger H olcomb, who 
acted as chairman of the committee. 

ftcr the singing of "America" and the 
Invocation hy Rev. H. P. Johnson, the 
Staff was further entertained by an octet 
of Emanuel H ()spital Nurses, under the 
direction of Mrs. Fred L. Olson, who fur­
nish d several lIlu s ical numbers . A group 
of the Staff doctors, led by Dr. Schauf­
fler. contribute.:] a comic revIew. Mr. 13. 
F. Irvine, edibr of the Oregon Journ:,tl, 
\\'as the speak'~ r of the evening, and in 
his address, after paying tribute to the 
medica I profes:.;ion . and to the ideals of 
tho::;e who' iouiIlled and maintained stich 
in~titu tion s as the Emanuel Hospital, he 
emphasized first the importance of ac­
curate scientific knowledge in the proper 
care of patients, and ,:econdly the great 
service which the physician unstintingly 
gives ill 11f'lping to care for sllf£ering hu­
manty, and restore them to usefulness , 
and to the en iuyment of those things 
\\'hich are considered p riceless. 

VariollS perlinent facts regarding the 
l'l'Cnrds of the Hos pital wcre brought out 
in the reports o f Dr. H. H. Foskett, sec­
retal'y of the S~aff, and Rev. A , M. Green 
superintendent of the 1Iospital. From the 
former report it appears that the Hospi­
tal hac! a total number of 104 members 
on the Staff for the past year, an average 
attendance at Staff meetings of 38, and a 
total of 216 doctors using the hospital, 
trtking' care of 5,227 patients. As an in­
dex of the cientific attitude of the mem­
her:; of the' IJo:-; pital ~taff, 32.6 per cent of 
all thc patient:> \Vho passcd away in the 
H ospital hac! ordul postmorten examina­
tions made in order to ascertain with cer­
tainty the caus s of the patients' decease. 
This lVas done in the interest of medical 
<.;cience in order that new fact· might be 
obtained .'0 that better care of patients 
will re, ult, and also for the sake of the 

family of the deceased, so tint defi n ite 
facts lIlay he available to them regarding 
the casc o New records have be<on e tab­
lic.hed by the Hospital which will alsu 
tend to promote a higher scientifi ' attain­
ment. Tw enty-one doctors delivered pa­
pers before the meetings of the Staff dur­
ing the year. 

This report ,)f the secretary al so indi­
cated that a fund of about $300 was on 
hand in the tr:as ury of the Staff, for the 
purchase of new phutographic and pro­
jection apparata" for use in the scientific 
wOI'k of the He spit a l. 

Hel' . ,reen's report includ d not only 
the 5._27 patients mentioned above, but 
also the bahi es born in the Hospital, and 
all emergency cases unassigned to a par­
ticular doctor. making- a total of 6,342 pa­
tient;, admitted during 1930. (f the e pa­
tients adm itted, male patients total 1,470, 
female 3,445, boys un~ler 14 years of age 
277, ,nd girls 210; 3,551 recovered, 2,179 
illlpruyed and 73 were discharged as un­
illlpro\·ed. The total Il llmbcr of (hl)' 5' care 
o-iven lVas 72,459; radingra phs 3,476, and 
laboratory examinations 44,10, The above 
number of patients admitted represent .n 
different nationalities, and give 28 differ­
ent Church preferences. 

A few words of greeting were brought 
to the Staff by the P r ' sident of the Board 
of Tru~te 's . Mr. Da\'i d E. Lofgren ; a nd 
the taff aaopted a resolution extending 
to Mr. J. A. )J"ordcen their sympalhy in 
his illness, and it s sincerest wish for his 
speedy recovery. 

The evening program closed with the 
singing of "AUld Lang .·Y11e." 

H. H. F OSK ETT , IVI. D. 
Sccr'tary, Emanuel IIospital Staff. 

Stewardship and Church Finance 

tto Leonardson 
Secretary of Stewardsrip 

628 'ecurity Bldg., Minneapolis, ?vLinn. 

Did He Shut Christ Out? 
It was Sunda-y afternoon. IvIr. Every 

i\'1ember Canv,t-::,er had called at the home 
of Mr. Averarye .hurch i\Iember and wa" 
seeking to secme his pledge to t he church 
hudget for the ensuing year. Mr. Average 
Church Mel1lber li st ened thoughtfully to 
the "tate l1lent ,) f the church"s needs, and 
glanced uneasily at the pledg e card whieh 
hac! been handed t him. Finally h e 
turned to the \lisitor and said : 

"1 am go ing to say some things that 
may shock you , but for once I am going 
to be p rfectly frank. \Vh}' should I give 
to the church? Times arc hard. I am in 
debt. I ha\'e lost money steadily for the 
pasct twelve II1Qnths. I ha\' e my childr n 
to feed and clothe an I educate. As an 
honest man I must pay my debts. No­

hody knows what the future holds in store. 
Jt may be tha t conditions will get even 
w orse than they are now. The church 
c!oesn't need so much 1110ney. I wouldn't 
mind paying something to support our 
preach r, but I object to all this list of 
expen ses, benevolence, orphanage, hospi­
tal , Home Missions, Foreign Missions, 

Christian Education, Pension and Aid 
Fllnd. and miscellaneous. It looks as if 
otlr church is tTying to carry the world 
on its shoulders . \-Vhy not cut all this 
out ., and just raise enough money to p~ly 

the preacher and keep the church up? 
"\Vait a lI1inute. \Vhile I'm talking let 

m e have my say. vVhat has the church 
done for mc? \lVhen 111y wife was so 
s ick last year the preacher didn't fintl out 
ahout it until Ehe \Va:; nearly well, and 
r dcin't see that his little visit dirt much 
good \vhen he came. There are plenty 
uf m embe'rs who are better off than I am 
- let them pay. 'My mind is made up. 
\\' hell I come to church I will put some­
thing in the collection, but I am not going 
to sign any p;edge to give every week. 

"Y0\1 may think I'm wrong, but it's no 
worse to say these things than to think 
them, and I hop you'll take my dccision 
in good spirit. If yotl don't-well, I can't 
help it!" 

Mr. E v ry 1v1ember Canvas er sat silent­
ly li ::; tenin~ . pr ,lying fo r guidan ce that he 
might say the rig'ht thing. Earnestly he 
beg an: 

"l\Ty brother, you are wrong ­ dead 
wrong. I know how to sympathize with 
you, be ' ause I once went through this 
very experience, and I am not going to 
criticize Or condemn you. Dut I do want 
to share with you my lesson and 111y con­
vi ,tion, and th ::n I will leave it wi th you 
to ·decide. 

"You arc ill danger of making two or 
thrce grave mistakes. 

"In the first place, you talk as if you 
were giving to the church as a mere 11l.l­
man institution . Our chnrch is Christ's 
ag ncy for carrying on hi s work in th 
\\'orlel, and what you rio for the church 
is in a very deep and real sense your ex 
pression of love to the Savior. Do you 
really love him? Have you forgotten 
what he has done for you? Do you re­
call how tlttcrl y miserable you were be­
fore you were converted, anc! what a bur­
den rolled away when you accepted him 
a nd experienced the forgiveness of your 
s in s T ake your eyes off th church for 
a moment, and look into the face of Je­
S llS. uit thinking about hard times and 
lebt s , and think about the cross of Cal­

\·ary. H.cmember that Jesus said, 'If any 
man would cOl11e after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol­
k \\' me.' Do you expect Jesus to bear the 
ern s a lone, an] let you go entirely free? 
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I t may be that the burdens you are bear­
ing are for the very purpose of bringing 
you closer to lhe Savior, \ hom you have 
been following afar off. 

"You remarked that our church is U11­
dertaking too much-that it is trying' to 
carry the world on its shoulders. vVell, 
is not God bearing the Durden of the 
world on his heart? Is not Jesus con­
cerned for the lost, the sick, the helple s. 
the needy? 1£ we are truly his represen­
tatives, can we shut lip our compassion, 
and live just for ours Ives? \Vhat sort 
of church would it be that just paid a 
preached to edify and entertain its own 
members, but did nothing for the rest of 
the world? .ertainly it would not be it 

Christian churcn, for Christ said, 'As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.' 
vVhich on of these items would you leave 
off? Surely not the preacher's salary­
we pay him little enough; nor the main­
tenance of the church on an efficient and 
self-respecti ng basis. vVhich on of these 
great cau ses would IOU reject? Surely 
not the care of the orphans, the . i ' k, the 
needy; nor the evangelization of the lost 
at home and abroad; nor the education of 
our boy::, and girls and the training of 

ur missionaries and ministers . Don't you 
'ee that we cOltid not be true to Jesus and 

his program if we ran om church in petty, 
selfish, incompetent fashion ? Down 111 

your heart yOt! would be ashamed of 
such <li church. 

":May I venture to call attention to an­
other mistaken viewpoint ? You raise the 
question as to what the church has don e 
for you that you should give to its up­
port. Are you not missing the very heart 
of what it means to be a Chris tian ? Jesus 

.declared that he came not to be served, 
but to serve. I-Ie said if any man would 
come after him, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow him. He 
made loving service of others the test at 
one's love to him. The really important 
matter is not what the church does for 
YOII. though of course it should surround 
you with its love and help in time of dis­
tress; the main thing is your deep de­
sire to serve C!lI-ist and his church is the 
chief means throtwh which you can do 
this. The church is not primarily an or­
ganizati on that giv s yOIl back a certain 
amount of service for a given price; it 
it your agent through whi ch you work 
for Christ. 

"Do you really love the Lord J e$U ? 
f course you do. You are depending on 

. him for victory over sin in this life, and 
for eternal life. How el se will you express 
your love if not through loyal and devot­
ed service to i1is church? Money repre­
sents your life. If yOt! refuse to give of 
your money. do you not see that y ou are 

refusing tu g'ive hrist your life? To talk 
of consecration to God and then withhold 
one's g ifts for the carrying on of his work 
ill the world is little less than mockery. 

"Please don't misunderstand me. I am 
not lecturing to you, or trying to tell you 
what is your duty. I myself am just a 
memlJer of the church like you. I have 
th ought it through. aud come to the con­
elll'ion that, for 11Iy part, I am going to 
support m)' church as liberally as possible, 
not only because of duty, but because of 
my lov for Christ. \Vhat is your deci­
sion? Are YOII willing to clasp hands with 
l11e ill a sacred covenant to stand b our 
church and gi ve to it not only a pledg ' 
of financial support, but of rene'wed elevo­
tion and service?" 

\ Vhat ,vas the result? id lVIr. Aver­
age Church Member sign the pledge carel, 
or did he make some more or less polite 
eXCllses, and bow hi s visitor Ollt, closing 
the door not only to him, but to Christ 
and his church? 

vVe know that his heart was tOllched, 
and that he not only promised to give his 
money, bllt reckdicated his life to the Sev­
lour. 

!Annuol Meefingsl 

--~ 

Carlsborg, Colton, Ore. 

Rev. E. J. Sakrison, Pastor 
At the annual meeting of the Carls­

borg Church, Colton, held January 2, 
1931, Mr. E ..-\ . Swanson was re-elected 
deacon for a term of three years, IVIr. An­
drew John on ·'.vas also elec ted cleacon for 
a term of three years. Messr . M. C. Lund­
strom and Valdemar IIill were re-elected 
trustees, each for a term of three yea.rs. 
1\1Ir. Alfred Danielson was elected dele­
gate to the Conference meeting and Mr. 
J\:1. C. Lundstrom alternate. .1\1Ir.]. E. 
Sandall was ch'Jsen to represent the con­
gregation at the. District meeting and 1VIr. 
E. A . Swanson alternate. Auditors elect­
ed for 1931 are Mr. C. A. Branland, Mrs. 
Philip PlItz and Mr. J. E. Sandall. 

Emmaus, Seattle 

Rev. Car! A. Bengtson, Pastor 
T he Emmaus Lutheran Congregation in 

Seattle held it" annual business meeting' 
Tuesday evening', January E, and elected 
the following officers and delegates: Dea­
con:, ]. T . Hnrnberg and Hilding EnO"­
s trom; trustees, Frank Lillqquist and vVm. 
Anderson, re-ei~cted; organist. Mrs. Carl 

oderman . re-elp.cted; auditors, Karl Bjork­
lunr. ]. T. H omberg and Alex Koll; del­

ega te to district meeting, Conrad Hagg­
blol11; alternate to district meeting', Alfred 
l3jorklund; cielegate to conference meeting, 
Alfred \Vicks; alternate to conference 
medin o', .ar! Soderman. 

Westdala, Troy, Idaho 

Rev. David E. Engberg, P astor 

Election s at t!le annual meeting of \i\Test­
dala Lutheran church, Troy, Idaho, held 
January 2, 1931, r esulted as follows: D ea­
con , re-elected ior three. years, Alfred Ek­
holm; trustee, also re-electecl for three 
years, larenc'~ Johnson; ecretary, r­
elected, Elmer ]. Johnson; auditors, Al­
fred Sandall, Sven Samp, on, Swante An­
derson; Sunday School superintendent, 
Elmer J. J ohns0n; organist, IVI rs. Mrs. Os­
car Kellberg; delegate to district meetilw 
in Sp()kane, Lawrence Johnson, Alternate, 
( Ie Nelson; delegate to conferen 'e, Alfred 
Kellberg, alternate, Imer]. Johnson. 

The treasnre:'s Report showed that all 
obligations to Conference and Synod, and 
local as well, had been taken care of, with 
a small surplu. remaining in the treasury. 
The people of \i\Testdala are showing fine 
intC're ·· t in the church work; they are loy­
al to their church and we hope that in 
time, with God's help, the membership 
will be built up again. Perhaps it should 
be added that the fine financial sho ving 
was made by a contributi11g membership 
of nly sixty-four. 

Bethany, Warren, Ore. 

Rev. Eric H. vVahlstrom, Pastor 

The annual meeting of the Bethany 
,ongregation was held on Tuesday, Jan . 

6. The reports p resented to the meeting 
w ere encouraging. All obligations, includ­
ing the budget to the Conference. had been 
met in full without borrowing. Latel-y the 
congregation installed an automatic elec­
tric watersystem in the church and par­
sonage. Two acres of land boug'ht last 
yeal- to be used for additional cemetery 
ground were reported paid for and wil! 
be consecrated for cemetery purposes some 
time this summer. 

The ofiicers were elected as follows: 
Deacon . . vV. Swanson and Elmer 
Dahlgren; trustees, Leroy Larson and 
Harold Carlon; Sunday School 'superin­
tendent, C. ]. Larson; delegate to district 
meeting, Chas. Johnson; delegate to Con­
ference meeting, Leroy Larson . Last fall 
a new arrange!11en t of the services was 
s tarted so that the pa!"tor holds two serv­
ices every SU!1day morning, one in St. 
-Ielcl1s at 10 o'clock, and one in \i\Tarren 

at 11 :15. In this way both of these 
churches have regular services. It was 
decided to continue this arrangement. 
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First, St. Helens, Ore. 

Rev. Eric H . vVahlstrom, Pastor. 
The annual meeting of the First Eng­

lish Lutheran church of St. Helens, Eric 
H. ~ ahlstrom pastor, was held on Fri­
day evening, January 9. The reports pre­
sented were favorable. An increase of 
seven communicants was reported. All 
the financial obligations had been paid. 
During the last three months of the year 
the congregation has had services regu­
larly every Sunday morning at 10 o'clock. 
The Sunday School has a short session 
first and then all remain for service. The 
attendance has therefore increased con­
siderably. During the year a lot adjoin­
ing the church property was purchased, 
and it is hoped that the congregation will 
be able to build a parish hall on this lot 
in the near future. 

The officers were elected as follows: 
Deacon, Fred Loken; trustee, Nels VIe­
linder; Sunday School superintendent, 
Mrs. Fred Jensen; organist, Miss Esther 
Welinder; delegate to district meeting, 
IVIrs. Nels \Vdinder; delegate to Con­
ference, Fred Loken. St. Helens IS a 
growing city. Several new industries have 
1Jeen located here lately. There are quite 
a number of people of Lutheran faith liv­
ing here, and many of them are beginning 
to attend the services. 

Bethany, Seattle 

Rev. C. G. Bloomquist, Pastor 
vVe have had a very happy Christmas 

season . The church was beautifully dec­
orated for the various festi ve occasions. 
Our music directors g'ave well rendered 
and appropriate music in abundance. Large 
audiences were present at the various 
services. The olel gospel message came 
to us with new power and help. The an­
nual business meeting was held on Thurs­
day evening, January 8. The same was 
peaceful and all that was done and said 
hreathed the spirit of harmony. Thorild 
Swanson was f'~-elccted for this third year 
as organist and accompanist and Miss 
Mildred Johnson was retainerl as director 
of music and soloist. John Olson, Gustav 
Ahlson and John G. Johanson were chosen 
deacons for a three-year term. As new 
trustees we wil! have E. S. Hindrum, 
Gottfried Nordwall and Albin Johnson. 
The trus tees hve selected the former treas­
urer, Robert Carlson, and chosen Larl J . 
Nel son as fi nancial secretary and Arthur 
Johnson, president. Arthtl r Hillman was 
cho sen Sunclay school superintendent and 
Miss Mary Stevens was placed in charge 
of the primary department, while Mrs. 
Carl \"'1 . J ohn .3on was given the Cradle 
Roll and Miss Esther HlIlteen the Home 
Department. Gust Olson will represent 

us at the annual rneeting' of the onfer­
ence with Anton Swanson as alternate. 
Either Henry Johanson or Victo r Gustaf­
son will be our representative at the an­
nual meeting of the District. 

Grace, Spokane 

kev. vVilliam Siegel, Pastor 
The Annual meeting of the Grace Luth­

eran Congregation of Spokane, vVashing­
ton. was held Tuesday, January 13. The 
pastor's report showed a fine increase in 
attendance during the past year. There 
has been an increased growth in s pirituaJ 
things. A fine interest in Bible study. 
The church debt was reduced a thou sand 
dollars. with the hope of it being com­
pletely wiped out this year. A total of 
$7,500 was rai .3 ed this past year. The 
Sunday envelopes s howed an increase of 
nearly a tllOusand dollars . The pastor, 
Rev. \Villiam Siegel, was voted a month's 
vacation with salary. He was also in spite 
of his strong <) bjection voted the Chri. t­
mas morning .JHering·. 

New officers were elected or re-elected 
as follo\-"s: l\1I. A. J ohn50n, Arthur Hal­
verson, Adolph Swanson and Matt J en­
seon, d acons; \iV. T . Grimmer, F. D. 
Page, Harold Swenson and Alden \\ est­
land, trustees; Edward Florine, ch ir di­
rFctor; P rofe sor N . E . nl son . organi s t ; 
Mrs. VV. J. Olson, Sunday school superin­
tendent; E . A. Oslund, assistant; Gottfred 
Olson and Mr. Grimmer, delegate and al­
t rnate to Cobmbia conference at P rt­
land in April; C. \iV. Erickson, clelegate 
to district meeting thi month at Salem 
church. 

More honors have come to the Grace 
congregation. Clyde Bergdahl, one of the 
young men, has received the Harmon 
Foundation Scholarship award for the 
State of "'"ashington. This award is giv­
en to the youns' man connected with the 
Boy Scouts who is judged highest as to 
character. ability, etc. The cash gift is to 
be used to heip complete the college 
course. Clyde will graduate from the 
North Central High school this spring. 
H e will attend \Vas hington State college, 
where he will major in chemistry. 

Augustana, Portland 

Rev. Samuel E. Johnson, Pastor 
The AtlgustJ.na church held its annual 

bu siness meeting Tuesday evening, Jan­
uary 13. From the reports we find that 
the mmebership, with receptions and loss­
es, remains about the same; six members 
have passed into eternity by death, ten 
children were confirmed; ten couple were 
united in marriage . All obligations to con­
ference and Sy:1od are met. At the elec­
tion of officers, Aruthu Lind was chosen 

secretary. Th'~ folliwing deacons were 
elected: Oscar Nelson, Sherman Nelson, 
Gust Froude and N. M. Larson. Trustees 
elected were, Arthur Lind, C. V. Lind­
quist. Emil Axelson 'and J. E. vVallin; 
Sunday school ouperintendent, Ray Wider; . 
J. E. vVallin was chosen delegate to the 
annual district meeting a~d Albin Mor­
land to the Conference. John Nicholls 
\vill continue itS organi _t and David An­
derson as musical director. The auditors 
are: J. A. Nordeen, C. H. Earl and Ernest 
S. Olson. 

The organizations have now chosen their 
leaders for the ensuing year, For those 
who may he interested we give the names 
herewith: Ladies' Aid, president, Mrs. M. 
Enberg; secretary, Mrs. A. S. Paulson; 
treasurer, Mrs. \iVm. Nelson. Ladies' 
Guild, presiclent, Mrs. K. J. Swenson; vice 
presiclent, lVlrs. R. R. vVilkenson; secre­
tary, l\'Irs. Elmer Anderson; financial sec­
:--etary, :Mrs. .. M. Franklin; treasurer, 
l\Irs. O. O. Johl1son. \Voman's Mission­
ary Society, president, Mrs. S. E. John­
son; vice president, Mrs. F. Axelson; sec­
retary, Mrs. C. H. Earl; treasurer, Mrs. 
K. J. Swenson; M. T . secretary, Mrs. 
O . Larson. .Mizpah Missionary Society, 
president, Mrs. E. Dahlberg; vice presi­
dent, Esther Eckberg; secretary, Marina 
Johnsun; treasurer, Virginia Ingman. 
Junior Missioll B and, presiden t , Alice arl­
son; vice president, Samuel Johnson J r. ; 
secretary, Helen Axelson; treasurer, Alice 
Morland . Luther League, president, Vir­
ginia Ingman; vice president, Agnes Ol­
son; secretary, Anna Carlson; treasurer, 
Clarence Nelson; financial secretary, Guhli 
Olson. 

Salem Lutheran Church, Spokane 

Rev. N. vVm. Anderson, Pastor 
The outstanding activity of the Salem 

Lutheran ChuEh in Spokane (not speak­
ing from the spiritual point of view) was 
the building and dedication of the new 
educational unit. Mr. J. A. Anderberg. 
church treasurer, reported that he had 
handled over $11,000 for the year, of 
which $5,200 went for congregational ex­
penses, $1,200 for missions and the bal­
ance was appiied on the building fund. 
The New Building cost $13,500, according 
to the report of the building committee. 

The report of the treasurer did not in­
clude $550 raised by the \Voman's Mis­
sionary Society and the Junior Mission­
ary Society. Incidently, Mr. Anderberg 
stated that he had served as treasurer of 
the congregation for 20 years and in that 
time he had handled the sum of $102,000 
of church money. 

The Sunday School has shown a fine 
growth since the new building was com­
pleted, having' increased over 50 during the 
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year and now numbers 160 pupils. It has 
therefore already proved to be a good in­
vestm ent for the congregation. 

Deacons for the year: Mr. K. J. Berg­
gren, Mr. Olof Lindgren, Mr. Helmer F. 
Sandstrom; trustees to be elected were J. 
S. Anderberg, Elmer Carlson and Vict r 

Ison. Francis Edlund wa elected sec­
retary of the congregation and also sup­
erintendent of the Sunday school. Mr. C. 
A. Peterson, :he former superintendent, 
was elected assistant superintendent; Mr. 
Peterson had served as superintendent for 
12 years. Mr. John Erickson was elected 
delegate to the Spokane District Conven­
ti n held at Salem Church . on January 27­
28. Mr. K. J. Berggren was elected dele­
gate to the C'".llumbia Conferenc meeting 
to be held this spring. 

The Spiritual gains we hope are greater 
than the material. Yes, we know they are, 
for every Lord's Day we ,ee larn'e gath­
ering, coming to hear the \Vord of God. 
His \ ,Vord shall not return void of fruit, 
is His gracious promise. 

Immanuel, Portland 

Rev. H. P. Johnson, Pastor 
The annual lI1eeting was held January 9. 

Albert Anderso~1 was chosen secr tar), of 
the congregatio'1. Eric Ulin and Fred Ol­
son were re-elected deacons for three ears.J 

Chester Johns(>;1. L. F. Swan and John NL 
Nelson were elected trustees for three 
years. Hilmer Henrikson was elected 
trustee for one year. Adolph Beuson was 
chosen Sunday school superintendent with 
IVliss Edith Olson as assistant. A. C. 
Malmquist was cho en delegate to the dis­
trict meeting with John Olson as alter­
nate. Atty David E. LofgTen was chosen 
delegate to the conference meeting with 
E. M. Erickso'l as alternate. 'William 
Skans, Hilmer Henrikson, Adolph Benson, 
Rev. H. P. Johnson and A. C. Malmquist 
were chosen as members of the Emanuel 
Charity Board The position of Prof. 
Charles Swenson as organist and choir di­
rector was marie permanent. Decided to 
invite the conference to hold its next an­
nual meeting in Immanuel church. The 
conference brotherhood and \\Toman's 
Missionary Society are to be included in 
that invitation. 

The societies of the congregation elect­
ed officers as follows at their respective 
annual meetings: Ladies' Aid, .Mrs. Ida 
Swanson, president; IV1rs. Axel Peterson, 
vice president; Mrs. Martin Martinson, 
secretary; Mrs. August Elmquist, treas­
urer. \Voman's lVIissionary Society, Mrs. 
H. P. Johnson, president; Mrs. August 
Elmquist, vice president; Mrs. Edward 
Liedberg, secretary; Mrs. Fred Olson, 
treasurer; Mrs. Clara Peterson secretary 
for Mission Tidings. Luther League, 

Miss Frideborg Peterson, president; Miss 
Dorothy Peterson, vice president; Miss 
Agnes Peterson, secretary; Clarence Ben­
son, treasurer. "Syskonringen," Harold 
Benson, president; Miss Edith Ison, vice 
president; Mis Nordis Arneson, secretary; 
Miss Emma Ison, treasurer. Junior 
Mission Band, Miss Judith Bohlin , pres­
ident; lVfi. s Ethel Ulin, vice pres.; Miss 
Evelyn Erscko:1, secretary; Miss Ruth 
Johnson, treas,)rer; Choir-, Miss Esther 
H end ric kson, presiden t ; 1\'1 iss Dorothy 
Peterson. secreiary; Miss Ruth Swanson , 
treasurer. Lu t'leran Brotherhood has not 
had its annual meeting at this writing. L. 
F. Swan is the treasurer of the congre­
gation; Arvid (:arlson, financial secretary; 
Alb<.'rt Anderson. president of trustees, and 
I, red Pctcr~on, secretary. 

The Columbia Conference has been in­
vited to hold its next annuaf meeting at 
Immanuel Church, Portland. The Luther­
an Brotherhood and the \Voll1an's Mission­
<~ry Society of the Conference are included 
iE the invitation. The president. I~ev. An_ 
rieen, has suggested that we beg in the con­
vention VVeclne"day, April 15th. 

For Our Next Issue we WOlllc! likt> tn re­
ceive son1<.' more reports froll1 annual 
meeting'S held in the congregations of our 
conference. Such material makes interest­
ing reading. We all, if we are interested 
in the work c10~le by others in the King­
dom. like to read such reports. Send them 
to the editor at your earliest convenience, 
the latest Fehr~rary 10. 

The Silver Wedding Anniversary for Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Helgren was pleasantly 
ceelbrated with a large attenlance at the 
Emmaus Lutheran Church. Seattle, Friday 
evening. January 2. The whole celebra­
tion had been prepared as a surprise. Flow­
ers and a gift in money were presented, 
and many speeches of congratulation were 
made. 

Mrs. Ingeborg Olund Peterson, well 
known piano teacher in Portland and pro­
minent soloist on said instrument, went 
through an operation at Emanuel Hospital 
\Vednesday, Jan. 14. Her condition is 
rapidly improving. 

The Columbia Hospital Board met at 
said institution Thu rsday, Jan. 15. Annual 
reports were read and accepted. The hos­
pital seems to have income enough to take 
care of its running expenses not counting 
interest on loans. Payments on bonds and 
notes will also have to be met from other 
sources. 

The Spokane District will hold its a n­
nual meeting at the Salem Lutheran 
Church, Spokane, \-\Tash., on Jan. 27-28, 

when the usual business of the district will 
be transacted, and also the edifying pro­
gram. which characterize district meetings 
during the yea:'. The Distrcit vV. M. S. 
wili meet at the same place on Jan. 28, 
and will give " fine Missionary Program 
in the evening of Jan. 28, at which time 
Rev. David E. Engberg of Troy, Idaho, 
will give the :Missionary address. 

J. A. Nordeen, Portland, well known 
throughout our conference, was taken sud­
denly sick on Saturday, Jan. 3, when he 
immediately was taken to Emanuel Hos­
pital. Ilis condition appeared quite seri ­
ous for a long time. At this writing, Jan. 
19, he is still in the hospital, his condition 
Leing reported as somewhat improved. 
IVfr. Nordeen is known perhaps mostly be­
cause of his ieadership in the hospital 
work within our conference. IIe has for 
many years been the secretary of the Board 
of Directors of Emanllel Hospital and the 
secretary of the Charity Board. 

The Finance Committee of the August­
ana Synod will meet in Chicago IVIarch 
10-11 for the purpose of working out a 
bud rr t for the synod for 1932. n the 
first named date the representatives from 
boards and institutions asking aid meet 
with the committee. All requests for aid 
must be sent in writing to the committee 
to he in posses'iion of the secretary, Judge 
Eskil Carlson. Des l\'foines, not later than 
March 1. On March 11 said executive 
cOJ11mittee meet~ with the r<.'presentatives 
from the differ :.: nt conferences to levy the 
different portions of the budget on the 
diUerent conferenc ' 5. 

Dr. Samuel M. Miller, clean of the Lu­
theran Bible Institute in l\linneapolis, ha ' 
surprised his many friends througoht our 
Synod IJY resigning from his position at 
said Institution and accepting a cal1 to the 
First Lutheran Church. Jamestown, N . Y. 
Dr. Miller has been with said institute 
from the beginning of its hs tory an I 
has been its only dean. Th institute 
was established about 12 years ago in 
St. Paul, Mil1nesota. Dr. Miller has 
written several hooks which have gained 
an unusually wide circulation throughol1t 
the Lutheran church in America. He has 
a sister in our conference, Mrs. G. K. An­
eleen. Astoria. 

The Executive Committee of American 
Luth. Confereilce will meet in Chicago 
Jan. 28--29. Said committee consists of 
the officers of said Conference, the re_ 
specti ve presidents of the fi ve synods 
comprising the Conference and a lay dele­
gate from each of the synods. The Aug­
ustana Synod will be represented at that 
meeting by Dr. G. A. Brandelle, Dr. P. O. 
Bersel1 and Mr. Otto Leonardson of Min­
neapolis, the latter our Synod's Secretary 
of Stewardship. A plan is to be worked 
out at this meeting by which the five 
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synods may work tog ether in the realm of 
home and foreign missions, of higher edu­
cation, of student work at Ou r universiti es 
and in the field of young people's work and 
of our hospitals. The plan will be sub­
mitted later to the synods represent d. 

The Board of Trustees of P acific Lu­
theran College, Parkland, "\Tash., arranged 
for a joint meeting of the lresidents and 
. ecretaries of the various synods of the 
American Lutheran onference . w hich was 
held at the school on \Vednesday, Jan. 14. 
The o bj ect o f the meeting was t o di scuss 
the possibility of cooperative hristian 
education on the \Ves t Coast. The United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Ame­
rican Lutheran hurch are now ass.ociat d 
in this work with Pacific Lutheran Col­
lege a~ th' comlll o n ins titu t ion. It is felt 
that thi s coll ege w Ol1ld ~erve our entire 
A l11 erican L uthera n onference very ac_ 
ceptably and also th a t we need it s service. 
The meeting was in every respect a pro ­
fitabl e on e. Present at ahove ul eeting were, 
from our confe:'enee, Dr. C. R. Swanson, 
Rev. G. K. And ee n and R ev. . G. Bloom­
qui s t. 

The Portland Lutheran Pastors' Ass'n 
sponsored Jan. 1~23 a series of EvangeL 
i:;tic :Mectings. which w ere held at Aug us t­
ana Church. R:,v. Samuel E. Johnson, pas­
tor. Dr. S. C. Eastvold, pas tur of Trinity 
Luth. Church . Madi son, S D., was the 
guest speaker :\'f eetings were held every 
evening' of th e above mentioned dates at 
8 :00 u'clock. each se r vice being preceded 
by a half-hour prayer session in the base­
mellt of the church. The church was filled 
to capacity eyery evening. r . Eas tvold 
spoke on the fo llowi ng themes in the or­
der here g ivcn : "A olcmn \,yarning t o 
All Churches," "The Valu e of thc Sohl," 
"Ha~ten ing Lot."" Good Discovery," 
" Assurance of Salvation," "Lovely but 
Lacking." It mea nt a season of refresh­
ing to thos who attendecl the meetings. 
Dr. Eastvold is a pa to r of the nited 
Norwegian Luth. Church of Am erica . 

Rev. N. J. W. Nelson, secertary of our 
synod , has wri:ten an article on the rul e 
recentl y adopted by Qur sy nod , which ti ­
plliates that a professor's t erm of se rvice at 

ugu stana College and Theological sem­
inary expires when he is 67 years lei . Rev. 
Nelson takes issue with that rule on the 
grounds that we have no adequate pension 
t o offe r. ITc quotes a letter which in ists 
that Dr. C. E. L indberg died of a broken 
heart , that Prof. Kjellstrand had w orriecl 
on the above question, and so he died , and 
that Prof. YOllngert, who never was a 
better teacher ; han now, resigned becallse 
he did not wa nt to se rve at our se m inary 
on grace. The s 19gest ion is mad e that 
our synod should again take up the qu es t­
ion of mentioned rul e. Many will concur 
in this. Rev. Nelson was for a period of 

years pastor in the ,olumbia Conference. 
Mrs. Anna Edwin, M o"cow, Idaho, 

daughter of the la te Rev. Peter Carlson, 
the sainted pioner of our conferenc.e, has 
written a valued letter to the editor. Sh e 
indulges in rell1 enisce nses of the life of 
hel' iather in a vcry beautiful and edifying 
way. She expresses her joy in being a 
::i llbsc riher to C'J lu\11bia Lutheran and adds: 
"~I ay God give you strength and will t o 
k (~p on working for our church paper of 
theolu111bia onierence." I n anothe r 
le tter received la;;t F ehruary she expresses 
thi :; wish: "I hop you will k eep right on 
\\·ith that useful Columbia Llltheran." \\ e 
thank 1\ lr,;. Edwin heartily ior her (" n­
courage men is. 

Lutherans Highest in Membership 
Increase 

I \l c.IH'cking up on the editorial file the 
editur just c01ll e acro,;s a clipping he had 
taken fro111 the Chi cago S unday Tribune 
of Sept. 21, 1 30. The cl ipping cliscloses 
that th e IVrethodist" of Chicago spent the 
hig h ' s t sum in building operati ons . while 
th I ,utherans ~ ; tnocl hig hes t of all protest­
ant denolTLinations in membership ga in . 
\Ve qnute the foll ow ing : "Chicago Protes ­
tant churches e,pent $12.539,222 on new 
churd1 hllildin g ,; an d l' ligi ou:, stru ·t u res 
during the la st. year. Th is figure was given 
hy \Valter R. Mee, general secretary of 
the hicago Church federation , in the fe­
deration ' 1930 year book. The fir·t copies 
of the yea r book \\'ere available yesterday. 
The l\'Ie thod ist Episcopal church led all 
others ill h"il,l;,' ., enterpri ses. The year 
book lists t en congregation o f that deno­
mination which have undertaken major 
building enterprises with a total outlay 
of $1.841,000. The larges t M ethodi st build­
ing developl1l n ts have been at the First 
church o f Evanston a nd at the vVilmette 
church. In eac h case the expenditure was 
$400,000. The R och River annllal confer­
ence of the M e: hodi s t church will be held 
in the new "Vilmette church beginning 
October 1. 

"Lutherans of all synods, leadel's in 1929, 
rank a close second to the Methocli st s with 
$1,741;000 spent on new buildings during 
the same peri od . 

The Lutherans first in membership 
"The Lutheran hodies also show the 

large t membership gain of all Chicag'o 
Prot estantism in th past year. Epis­
copalians rank third 111 building with 
'1 1.2n7,000 and Baptis t a re fourth with 
$605 ,000. 

"Mr. Mee reported that t he evangelis m 
campaign cOllclllcted by the church, stimu­
lated by fecle ration activ ity, culminating at 
Easter addecl 65.000 to the rhmch member_ 
sh ips roll s . The entire P rotes ta n t chnrch 
growth, including the ampaign of evaug­

elis111, totals a n es timatecl 100,000. The 
Kernahan Visitation campaign broug'ht a 
total of 12,546, according to the 200 church­
es repo rting . 

"Definite coapcrative expansIOn was 
pointed out in the federation secretary's 
report. Mr. M ee's statement declared that 
probably in no church federation in the 
country have :; 0 m any denominations co­
ope ratecl in as many major religious and 
\l'e! ia re m o, 'ements. The last year, he 
s tates , has adckd Lutheran and Episcopal 
coiipcration to t h · federation's enterprises. 
Mr. Mee cited r elig ious survey and Epis­
copal and Lutheran cooperation in evang­
elism. T he sur\' 'y ha.' been going forward 
during the 11l0st of th last year and 
pohably will not bc completed for two 
vcars." 
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