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Reconnecting to God’s creation

By the Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, bishop

eforemy father
B went back
into servicein
theU.S. Navy, we
livedinrura Ohio.
My grandfather and
uncleswerefarm-
ers. | still remember
Thanksgiving and
the Sunday after
Thanksgiving, see-
ing the vast amount
of food—fresh and
newly canned—in
the chancel between
the altar rail and altar. It wasaway of giving thanksto
God and a so of providing for the needs of the hungry in
the community.

Aswe have become more urbanized, the connection
totheland isbeing lost. We expect food to show up inthe
store or market. We have lost the seasonal expectation of
food availability becauseit is shipped to us from around
theworld. We also have lost the community awareness
that helps us know who the hungry arein our town.

Thisisnot nostalgiafor my youth. It isan observation
that we can easily lose touch with those who are closest

to us—our neighbors. The devel opment of community
gardens on acongregation’s property looksto beaway to
reconnect. St. John United Lutheran Churchin Seattle has
had a community garden for anumber of years. | watch

it from my office every day. | drive by Luther Memorial
Lutheran Church in Seattle and watch the work and the
harvesting. There are other congregationsthat have trans-
formed pieces of their property into community gardens.

| seethisasagood development. I’ ve said often that
| observe congregationsthat have lost touch with their
immediate neighbors. These gardens are opportunitiesfor
the close neighbor to have aconversation about what is
growing or where the food isgoing.

In some cases these gardens provide food for the
hungry in the community. Recognizing that need and
responding to it isan important step in working toward
long-term solutionsto hunger in our society.

For me, the garden isaplace of relaxation. Putting my
handsin the soil ismore than just anecessary activity.

It reconnects meto the creation that God has made and
reminds me that the human creature was called by God to
till the soil and keep it. Evenin my littledahliagarden |
am called to be asteward of God'sworld.

Our congregations have been blessed with property.
Using it to reconnect with creation, the community and
the neighbor in need isgood stewardship of that gift. []

Reaching out to our neighbors

aple Leaf Lutheran Churchin

Seattle hasbeen ahost sitefor a
Seattle Housing and Resource Effort
homel ess shelter since 1996.

In 2009, members planted agarden
where residents can harvest veg-
etables. Already thisyear members
have built and supported a shelter

Adding another service component
to our shelter operations engages
more of usto acknowledge our
guestsand makesusvisibleinthe

Morethan 20 residents (men and vegetablegarden on NE 100th Street  community.
women) comein at 9 every night of of our Parking Plaza. Not only isthis
theyear and leave at 8thenext morn-  acollaborative effort with residents Julie Blum
ing. Theresidents sleep in the com- but it alsoisamessageto our larger Blumis pastor of Maple Leaf Lutheran
munity hall of the church. community. LS 2
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Kathleen Allasia drives the to tractor to get the ground ready for the Pea-Patch
community garden. Steven Ellis pushes the wheelbarrow.

A greening congregation

By David McNeal

oly Cross Lutheran Churchin
Bellevuewasfoundedin 1961

onanoldfarmwithasmall
orchard. Inthe past few years, Holy
Cross has undergone adiscernment
processto discover what Godiscall-
ing usto do, today, in South Bellevue.
Thisstrategic process uncovered the
unigueness of our land and agroup
committed toits* best use.”

Asthe Earthkeeping Ministry
Team devel oped itsmission and
objectives, it became clear that we
arecalledto help withthearea sfood
crisis. Werecognized the abundance
of God'screation. By teaching people
about the root causes of hunger and
emphasizing theimportance of life-
style choices, we can empower our
members and the community to work
together in solving hunger problems.

McNeal ismember of
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Bellevue.
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Holy Crossisusing itsland to pro-
vide aplacefor peopleto grow food,
tolearn about gardening and to build
relationshipsin the community, espe-
cialy with those of different socio-
economic backgrounds. We are also
revitalizing our orchard of morethan
30 fruit trees (apple, pear and plum).
Our partner, City Fruit, will help
harvest and distribute the produceto
thosein need.

We are devel oping educational
programs on growing and preserv-
ing food, buying locally for regiona
sustainability, and increasing thetaste
and nutritiona quality of food. Plans
include building community through
enhancing areas surrounding the
orchards and gardens, creating events
that celebrate creation and harvest,
and sharing our resources.

The Earthkeeping team also cre-
ated the Pea-Patch community garden
thisyear. With limited agricultural

The Rev. Gary Dalenius (left) and
David Starr haul one of the trimmed
apple branches. Jan Starr stands in
the distance.

spacein our area, we are reaching out
to potential partnersand Pea-Patch
clients, such asfood bank clients, the
homeless, those without accessto a
garden (apartment/condo dwellers),
thosewho can help distribute food and
our faith community, including the
Spani sh-speaking congregation that
shares our campus.

The Earthkeeping team encour-
ages other congregationsto look at
their land with an eyetoward using
those blessingsto feed hungry people.
Together we can seethat al arefed—
physically and spiritually. []

What is Earthkeeping?
Earthkeeping isan affinity group

that focuses on:

« Expanding our ability to grow food

on church property.

 Improving care of the environment

onour church grounds and with our

waste management processes.

« Educating ourselves and our neigh-

borsto earthkeeping and sustai nabil-

ity concepts.

« Infusing our worship with earth-

keeping sensibilities.

« Collaborating with areafaith com-

munities on earthkeeping projects.

 Developing awareness of earth care

inthe greater community.

« Becoming involved in advocacy to

make adifference. []
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A place for giving ....

By the Rev. Julie Hutson

“ WOuI dn’t thisbeagreat spot for a Soon the possibilities
garden?’ wasthequestionposed  were becoming more appar-
morerhetorically than literally one ent. Thisspace could be
sunny spring day as the Wednesday and should be aplace where
morning Bible study group walked God’s creation was cared for

along thefront of the church build- even asit housed the church
ing. Wildly overgrown with shrubs, building.
weeds, trees and thickets, L uther Beforelong, garden plots

Memorial Lutheran Church, Seattle, were cordoned off and resi-

was barely visible behind florathat dentswereinvited to come

had gonewild. adopt aplot or simply one
The congregation, which had been  tomato plant.

in conversation with adevel oper, was The areaaround the church Members Chandra Johnson and her

daughter, Taliyah McElroy, tend to

considering rel ocating the church. has changed in recent yearsfrom their gard
. . . garden.

But those plansdidn’t cometo pass, singlefamily homesto apartments
and now the futurelay ahead as and condominiums. Those residents
unmarked and full of possibility as responded eagerly to the congrega- Residents from anearby nursing
freshly tilled land. tion’sinvitation to garden withthem.  home made stopping at the garden

The garden question would not go Onefather of two elementary- part of their daily stroll.
away. It wasasif thewind kept the age children noted that his son and The congregation soon placed a
question swirling daughter had never  bistrotableand chairsin the garden,
about the congre- seen vegetables under atree, to provide aplaceto sit
gation. Finally, growing. That and rest. It has become aplacefor
asif energized by summer thefamily  neighborsand friendsto “come and
that sasmewind, a reaped the bounty rest awhile.”
group from Luther of their garden plot, One neighbor’stears mingled with
Memorial, whose harvesting onions, the earth as she found healing and
thumbswere green, cucumbersand restoration through her timein the
appeared armed broccali. garden and the rhythms of planting
with trowelsand Theharvest from andtending.
shovelsand rakes, the garden was also On abright sunny Sunday morn-
ready to get to shared with the ing, the congregation processed from
work. The Rev. Julie Hutson and Gordon  nearby Greenwood  Sunday worship in the sanctuary out

For the better Trombley participatein thebless-  Food Bank. to the gardens, blessing and giving
part of thenextsix ~ ing of the Giving Garden. Located directly  thanksfor them and bestowing on
weeksthe garden acrossthe street them the name“The Giving Garden.”
wastherecipient of an extremeearth  from an elementary school, the con- The moniker was proposed by a5-
makeover. Overgrown shrubswere gregation installed a path through year-old, newly baptized at Luther
removed and either transplanted or the garden where children and their Memorial, who noted that the garden
given away. Weedswerepulled, trees  familiescould safely traverseen gaveto us more than we could have
weretrimmed, and a 30-year-old routeto school. Daily thesefamilies  everimagined. []

patch of juniper wasyanked out with  witnessed the progressin the garden,

apick-up truck by agroup of Boy delighting in each new offering of Hutson i pastor of Luther Memorial
Scouts. vegetable or flower. Lutheran Churchin Seattle.
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