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January 17, 1972

The Rev. Chries Bruland
P.0. Box 160
Chinook, Washington 98614

Dear Chris

I was surprised to receive the copy of your -letter as well
as your own personal note regarding your resignation from
Chinook and Naselle Lutheran Churches.

Have you another call that you are accepting?! In your
letter of resignation, you spoke about a committee you met
~ with, Was this a committee Irom both congregations or

just from the Chinook congregation? I certainly have heard
notining about your being unsatisfactory with our people at
Naselle. I will be very anxious to talk with you about
your plans for the future.

The Lord be with you,

A. G, Fjeliman

AGF :rl
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Dr. Solberg,

I am concerned. You have answered neither of the twe brief notes that I
sent you since I resigned from my Chinook congregation a month age. I know you
are busy---but I alse know that busy men usually try te talk to men in their
organization if the other man really wants to talk to them. I resigned from
Chinook & you can ignore me as you wish. But the ‘hurch did not resign.

I did not resign from Chinook ocut of anger. I resigned because my Service
here is not bringing results & I thought & think the Church to be more important
than I. No, I would not have been asked to resign but the Chinook Church needs
a miracle & I don't seem to be the one to bring it to them.

My requéaéﬂgwo hours of your time,which, you determine the when & the where.
% request the time for the Chinook Church needs. My needs can bome later. My
concerns about the Chinook Church centers in the following:

1, We have had no Mbssouri Lutheran Church in our area. Though planned
before, the week I resigned Pastor James Rehly, Grace Lutheran Church(M.0.)
Longview, Washington, began a Mission Church in the center of our
Peninsula area. EZNE Chinook Lutheran's most active Christians(if I may
Judge them in this way) live clBse to the proposed Church. This would be
10 miles from Chinook.

2, The Naselle Lutheran Church(LCA) voted to "transfer" from the L.C.A. to

the A.L.C. (The organizational Naselle lgaders are former ALC people) Yet,

Naselle wants no merger of the Naselle & nook Lutheran Churches. They

are 17 miles apart & of different national background & work.( “V”“ A M i

ay This would be OK--but what if the Chinook Iutheran Church "goes under'? = < <*’
(It could because the Chinook Church doesn't have the strong, meaningful
religious strength the Naselle Church has. This is my judgment but one
with which there would be little argument.)

3y The leaders of the Chinook residents in the Chinook lntheran Church believe
the main purpose of the Church is to make available a Sunday Sohool--whioh el
should be free to "go-ise-owneway"., ( <7 07 v trE C ﬁ(w:,'é 5 3
ay My being both in the Pulpit in Chinook & Naselle has allewed this
attitude to get stronger.
ay I've suggested mid-week Sunday Schoels but this idea is, so far, not
acceptable. My other suggestioni'stay(the Pastor)a full Sunday morning
in each Church twbce each year'"---has not been of much help.
by Chinook has had the same S.School Supt. since before the Church was
re-agtivated in 1959. She does a good job but won't attend Parish-Ed
meetings & the S.S. is "hers"
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4, The "giving" in the Chinook Church for the past 10 years has not been
enough to adequately pay a Pastor & have any "reasonable" Church program.
ay This "lack of funds" is one of the basic reasons I organized the

plan of "sharing the lecal Pastor" with the LCA Church in Naselle

3/ years ago.
5y For the past two generations-e-the Chinook Church(much of the time--no

resident Pastor & no Synod affiliation) has tried to "get along" with
this approachks"individudds doing things in the Church---& not the Church

doingethings."
8y If this be true(& I think it is) this must mean that there has really /. <4
been little or no communication "breakdown" within the Church because = .7,
there has never been any real "felt-need" of the Church being a
"living family or unit".
by, 5ix years ago I stated that I would have to seek a "6all" elsewhere
f);1f2; because my wife & I were going to adopt a baby & weeds were growing
e i, through the floor of the old parsonage. With no XXX building fund

CRESGqerrne

sa cocs) ===3 parsonsge was built. (& it is a nice one. cost-2,900)

I; all of the above---I, most certainly, am not without fault. My wife went to
work 5 years agos. I developed the Naselle-Chinook being served by "one" Pastor
idea. My Norwegian "temper" has arisen during the past year & a half & I have
not been "sweet" when "strain" developed.

May I have 2=hours with you for Chinookk sake??

P.S. The "flu" bug has been rough on my family but we all have managed to
"keep going". (Locally at least. I did not make it to the Comvocation) The
"cold" is still with me--but manageable.



February 18, 1972

Miss Ardelle J. Ringhouse, Secretary
Naselle Lutheran Church
Naselle, Washington 98638

Dear Miss Ringhouse

Thank you very much for your letter of Februwary 15 reminding
me of the request that your congregation has made to be
allowed to transfer from the Lutheran Church in America to
the American Lutheran Church.

In the next few days I will be meeting with the president of
the American Lutheran Church in this area, and we will be
discussing this request as one of our items of interest and
concern., Following that meeting, I will be in touch with you
again.

I certainly was disappointed that Pastor Bruland found it
desirable to resign. I, personally, had been very happy

with the arrangement between the two churches and with his
services. '

Cive my greetings to our friends in Naselle.

The Lord be with you.

A. G, Fjellman

AGF: fg

¢e: Pastor Bruland



February 29, 1972

Miss Ardelle J. Ringhouse, Secretary
Naselle Lutheran Church
Naselle, Washington 98638

Dear Miss Ringhouse

A week or so ago I indicated to you that I would be meeting
soon with the president of the American Lutheran Church in
this area. I have done that, and he has indicated to me
that he will be going to Naselle and Chinook very soon and
will plan to discuss the matter of pastoral service for
both congregations.

If I can be of further help, don't hesitate to write.

The Lord be with you.

A. G. Fjellman

AGF: fg

cc: Dr. Clarence Solberg
Rev. Chris J. Bruland



January 5, 1973

The Rev., Clarence Solberg, D.D.
2007 Third Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98121

Dear Dr. Solberg

At the meeting o:f the Executive Board of the Pacific Northwest
Synod of the Lutheran Church in America held on May 12 and 13,
1972, the following action was taken:

"Moved that the transfer of the Naselle Lutheran Church,
Naselle, Washington, to the North Pacific District of
the American Lutheran Church be approved."

On behalf of our Pacific Northwest Synod, we pray for the con-
tinued success of the gospel ministry in Naselle, Washington
that is carried out by Naselle Lutheran Church, and commend
this congregation to the care and concern of the North Pacific
District of the American Lutheran Church,

The Lord be with you.

A, G. Fjellman

AGTF:rl




