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C n nn uuc ent t a.t I hall give fter r on 
on January 9,1972. 

te· a lo period of prayerful soul- earching w 'ch was crystallized 
ate result of meeting this pabt wee, I ve d cid d t tender --

our annual meetin;--my resignation as your pa tor---to be effective 
90 days from said meeti I hav been aware--.or mor t n a ye r--
that things h v not go e well in ma.n,y aspec s of our congregational 
life. In some of the things discuss d, both you & I could bene it by 
tne col!l!!U.tte 's d m nd that I use my time more fficient y i1 th 
par h---ev n if that means mis ing District or Synod eetin·s. The 
co tte ' 11tone 11 here was not e sy to take a it w s that of 'straw 
-bos 'tow rd one of his w rkers. The 4th point cisc ed with ou 
pa tor w t la h' sermons were not sufficiently ex ositi n of th 
Bibl texts for th day. I have f lt I was r Wl. h my 

tb t the e sermons w-ere sine re illtheran att mpt to make th 
Biblical truth li in & relevant to our d ily lif here nd llOWe 

par ntly I not ucc d d. II n e th decision, 

JAN 11 1972 

"Ple se do no line up for or gainst th stor. t~ r, joi~ one another 
a brothers t nding og th r ---co ·tted to the furtherance of God' 

n through the f ily, the congreg tin.' 

Chri~ Bruland, Pa tor---C inook 
.asell !nth r n Churchs. 

// .... c· /':r ,, A/ P' tf?' ,--

- /I-" A-J ,E' CL ~-. 



The Rev . ...:hris Bruland 
.O. Bo lbO 

Chinoo"'..., Washin ton 98614 

Der hris 

January 17, 1972 

I was s rpr1..., d co receive t1e c.opy o ... your- ... etter as ~ell 
as your own person 1 note rear inL your re ... 1..;nati n ... rom 

hL1ooi-. auct l'aselle Luthera Cht:.rches. 

Have you a~1.01..her ca l that yo are acceptini:,. In your 
letter oi re i!:, atio , you s o' .e about a coramittee you net 
with. as this a co ittee rom b th 1.-011..:;;regations or 
J s ~Le ation? I certain y have 1eard 
101..1Ln bo 1.. your bein 0 un i factory with our people at 
asclle I will be to ta 1- wi h you ab ut 

your plans ... oi: the 

The or be with you . 

. . G. Fjellnan 

AGF:rl 

t ... te. 
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Phone~ 777-8416 

\ 
Tl1e Evangelical Lutheran Church 

"Serving Lutherans on the Peninsula" L /t.. f/ /..__ t:=... S:. / /'J C l1 

Cl,inook, Woshinqlon .I) I )' I C: ;1,) 'i Hu,( ..S. IJ "t - ft=;;;. ,6 - / 7_} 

Dr. Solberg, 
I am concerned. You have ansve:red neither of the two brief notes that I 

sent you since I resigned f'roa "1JJ¥ Chinook congregation a month ago. I know you 
are buey---but I also know that busy men usually try to talk to aen. in their 
organization if the other man really wants to talk to thea. I resigned from 
Chi.nook & you oan ignore me as you wish. But the <lhuroh did not reeign. 

I did not resign from Chinook out ot anger. I resigned because wry Serrlce 
here ia not brillE,iing results & I thought & think the Churoh to be more important 
than I. No, I would not have been asked to resign but the Chin.ook Church needs 
a miracle & I don't seem to be the one to bring it to them. 

,s: 1"11 
My request two hours of your time,which, you determine the when & the when. 

I request the time for the Chinook Churoh needs. Iv needs oan boae later. My 

oonoerna about the Chinook Church centers in the followill8• 
1, We have bad no M6saour1 Iutheran Churoh in our area. Though planned 

before, the week I resignet Pastor James Rehly, Grace Iutheran Churoh(M.O.) 
Longriew, Washington, began a Mission Church in the center of ou.r 
Peninsula area. 1111 Chinook w.theran'e most active Christians(if I may 
judge them in this way) live cllJee to the proposed Church. This would be 
10 miles fl'Oll Chinook. 

2, The Naselle Lutheran Ohurch{LCA.) voted to "transfer" f'rom the L.C.A.. to 
the A.L.O. {The organizational Naselle leaders are former A.LC people) Yet, 
Naselle wants !!2 merger of the Naselle & chinook Lutheran Churches. They . 
are 17 miles apart & ef different national background & vork. c t<'e "'r'~ <-' _ eol"Le 
a, This would be O:t--but what if the Chinook Lutheran Church 11goli undlr•i? - , / t. c::.) 

(It could because the Chinook Churoh doesn't ha.ve the strong, meaningful 
religious strength the Naselle Church has. This is 1ll'1 judgment but one 
with which there would be little argument.) 

3, The leaders of the Chinook residents in the Chinook llltheran Church believe 
the. main purpose of the Church is to make available a"Sunday Schoel--whioh ,, v 

h uld b f t rt t• tt rC.t-r,- f'IJ/r L._,~,-,,, - ,_s .S:i'I<-<., 6 rJJ1C,?'-F a o e ree o go- •-own-~ • 1.. -'f- c <' ,.,/ ,.,,, ~· ,,.,- • J... .Y. c- ,y 1e~ // c,-,, .J 
a, M;y being both in the Fulpit in Chinook & .Naselle has a.Llewed thia 

attitude to get stroll8er. 
a, I've suggested mid-week Sundq Schoel• but this idea is, ao far, not 

acceptable. My other suggestiona"stay(the Pastor)a full Sundq morning 
in each Church tw•c• each year"---has not been of much help. 

b, Chinook has had the same S.Sohool Supt. since before the Church was 
re-aativated in 1959• She does a good job but won't attend Parish-Ed 
meetings & the s.s. is "hers''• 

C e-,-,y,~ - dl-/~ a-~~ 
~_,& • ..:c"/4 ~~/<}/~~ .#<~ 
. - .s 'n'O p- C-\ L ~'- ---6... '~ ,., a.., 

., ...-i.~ r • Ur , ' 7 7 "e ~, ;--:~1 9',,,,. ~/~~..,~/ , 
''G,,/'-~ l/-e-,2... -77c_..,><-17 
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Tl1e Evangelical LuthePan Chupch 
"Serving Lutherans on the Peninsula" 

CJ,inool,, \'<f osf,iriqlon 

4-, The "giving" in the Chinook Church tor the past 10 years has not been 
enot..gh to adequately pay a Pastor & have a.ey "reasonable" Church program. 
a, This "lack of funds" ie one of the baaic reasons I organized the 

plan of "aha.ring the lecal Pastor" with the LCA Church in Naselle 
}~ years a.go. 

5, For the past two generations---the Chinook Church(much of the time--no 
resident Pastor & !!2 Synod .affiliation) has tried to "get along" w1 th 
this approachlta"individulls doing things in the Church---& not the Church 
dOiD4'-thinga. II 

a, If this be true(& I think it is) this must mean that there has really __ ft:J:;"J 
been little or no communication "breakdown" within the Churctrbeoause Y"-•Alf-SJ 
there has never been an;y real 11:felt-neef" of the Church being a 
"living family or unit". 

b, Si% years 880 I stated that I would have to seek a "6all" elsewhere 
_ A ,t1 • because my wife & I were going to adopt a baby & weeds were gr0wing c cJ.':/~:t/ through the floor of the old parsonage. lith no Rn building fund 

/N uo(}l!J ---a parsonage waa built. (& it is a nice one. oost-Sl2,900) 

• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - ---- -- - - -- - - -- - - - -- -
In all of the above---I, most certainly, am not without fa.ult. My wife went to 
wc,rk 5 yea:n. ago. I developed the Naselle-Chinook being served by "one" Pastor 
idea. My Norwegian "temper" has arisen during the past year & a half & I have 
not been "aweet" when "strain" developed. 

May I have 2-hours with you for Chinook~ sake?? 

P.S. The "flu" bug has been rough on my family but we all have managed te 
"keep going". (Locally a.t least. I did not make it to the Cosvocation) The 
"cold" is still with me--but man.B8eable. 



t-1iss Ardelle J. Ringhouse, Secretary 
~asellc Lutheran Church 
Naselle, Washington 98638 

Dear !'fiss Ringhouse 

Feb uary 1. , 19 72 

Thank you very uch for your letter of February 15 rem nding 
me of the request that your congregation as mnde to be 
allowed to transfer from the Lutheran C urchin America to 
the American Lutheran Church. 

In the next few days I will be ;-,,ectinp with the president of 
t 11e American Lut 1eran Church in this area, and we wil] be 
discussing this request as one of our items of interest ,.n( 

concern. Following that meetin:i, I will be in touch with you 
ar,ain. 

I certainly was <lisappointe<l that Pastor Bruland founc it 
desirable to resign. I, personally, had been very hapny 
with the arrangement between the two churches and wit1 hi 
services. 

Give my greetings to our friends in Naselle. 

TI1e Lord be with you. 

A. G. Fjellman 

AGF:f:r 

cc: Pastor BrulanJ 



Miss Ardelle J. Ringhouse, Secretary 
Naselle Lutheran Church 
Naselle, Washington 9863 

Dear Hiss inghouse 

February 29, 1972 

A week or so ago I indicated to you that I would be meeting 
soon with the president of the American Lutheran Church in 
this area. I have done that, and he has indicated to me 
that he will be going to Naselle and Chinook very soon and 
will plan to discuss the matter of pastoral service for 
both congregations. 

If I can be of further help, don't hesitat to write. 

The Lord e with you . 

• G. Fjell ~:m 

GF:fg 

cc: Dr. Care ce Solberg 
Rev. Chris J. Bruland 
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