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God’s Beloved People,

Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen Indeed!

With these words we proclaim the center of our faith, 
encapsulated in our Holy Communion liturgical response:  
“Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.”  
“Has died.”  “Is Risen.”  “Will come.”  Has.  Is.  Will.

Here we speak of everything we know of the past, our 
present reality, and our future hope.
This is a “narrative,” a story, THE story that defines, guides 
and promises life for us.

One of my favorite continuing education resources is the 
“Mars Hill Audio Journal, A bimonthly audio magazine 
of contemporary culture and Christian conviction.”  A 
recent interview with scholar Douglas Rushkoff describes 
his experience of ““future shock” and the consequent loss 
of belief in the capability of stories to convey the shape 
of reality to us.” (Volume 120).

It’s Rushkoff’s argument that the prevalence of digitized 
and electronic ways of knowing means we are most often 
focused on the immediate timeframe and are losing our ca-
pacity to understand our lives as embedded in a narrative, 
a story that gives our life movement, meaning, and direc-
tion.  If the “immediate” is all that matters each second 
is a new world of choice rather than part of an on-going 
emersion with depth, value, purpose, and dignity.  

I’m thinking of this today as we get ready to read the 
whole Passion narrative on Palm Sunday.  Here we ex-
perience again the complex drama of Jesus’ betrayal and 
the crucifixion and burial that will follow.  Some of you 
may remember participating in the story by shouting the 
initial “hosannas” of the triumphal entry and then being 
part of the angry crowd shouting “crucify him, crucify 
him!” at the trial.  This is how close the story entwines with 
our hearts, as if we were there shouting with the crowds.

This is our story.  This is the narrative that shapes our 
self-understanding from the Garden of Eden to the new 
heaven and new earth of Revelation 21.  But what if our 
preoccupation is filling the data-pipe with denser and 
smaller bits of unrelated information?  There is no story 
there.  Could this be part of the reason why our story is 
falling on deaf ears or is received as a quaint and old fash-
ioned way of marking life in the world?  The implications 
are huge of course because without a narrative, a story, 
we don’t have a past to refer to or a purpose to lean in to.

Today I’m grateful to know my place, even it if tells me I 
am both saint and sinner.  Washed in promise by people 
of the story, I am now immersed in 
the story myself, and promised 
meaning and hope for the fu-
ture.  I hope you lean in to the 
story yourself, the narrative of 
salvation!

Bishop Martin Wells

The Cross Connection is a monthly publication of the 
Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod published for its clergy, 
associates in ministry, lay leadership and ecumenical partners.
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The Burden of Gratitude
by Pastor Helga Jansons  (Director for Evangelical Mission)

Sometimes gratitude comes naturally, like the first time we see a beautiful mountain or fall in love, or taste 
Vegemite (just kidding). We spontaneously thank God when something wonderful happens. But when we have to 
drive long distances passing all kinds of beauty we complain about the travel time, and after we have been married 
for a while, those annoying habits loom large. I am not sure why it is that we so readily see fault in things and peo-
ple over time. It could be that we harken back to Garden of Eden: where there is so much good to choose from yet 
we focus on what we can’t have, or on what is not right. 

This can be true in our own lives where we may be dissatisfied with our lot and find it hard to accept ourselves 
as we are. We can easily be annoyed by those around us, and disappointed in them. We can become despondent 
about who is not in our church pews and fail to appreciate the people we do see week after week. We sit in our 
beautiful churches and worry about the future. Even in our communities, we see what isn’t there and the problems, 
and have forgotten the reason we choose to stay. 

And yet, we know that we are to “give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). We are to receive 
fully the forgiveness offered to us in Jesus Christ, and the love, and we are to give thanks with a grateful heart. As 
Christians we are to be joyful because we have new life, the resurrected life here on earth. And, in turn we are to 
see a child of God in every person, and every blessing as a gift from God.

Sometimes gratitude takes effort; a “double take”. We may even need to catch ourselves in the act of seeing things 
in terms of scarcity, and instead think of the abundance we have. It may require us to intentionally pause and take 
stock, to appreciate someone’s good qualities in spite of what we dislike.

When I work with congregations, many are used to seeing the deficits. As an outsider I walk in and see things for 
the first time and appreciate the unique character and ministry of that church. The challenge is to help members 
to see what they are good at, what they love to do, what are the unique gifts and talents of the people, the physical 
assets of the church, and what they care deeply about. That is who and what they have been given, by God. No 
matter how many or how few talents they have collectively, these are the ones they are to multiply. Often, by trying 
to use these gifts in new combinations, and in new ways.

When engaging the community, even there, it is not so much a matter of finding out what the needs are so as to 
fill a gap or niche, but to find out some of the interests, strengths and dreams of community leaders and citizens 
and ask them “what do you think we could do together; as a church and a community?”

We are a resurrection people who practice faith. We don’t have it all, but we do have the gift of faith and hope. 
We have the resurrection story in our lives and we have God’s love. Have you ever tried living without it, if only to 
test if God is real? I have. I was miserable, and after that realized I had to tell people about God’s abundant life in 
Christ and love for the rest of my life, every chance I had. 

At the doctor’s office recently I saw a young man at the counter in a wheelchair. 
He stood up to fill out a form and he asked for help since he was legally blind. He 
sounded cheerful, and accepting of his lack of vision. I couldn’t resist. I had to go over 
to him and say “would you be willing to share how it is that you are so cheerful even 
though you can’t walk or see well?” He was completely open to talking about his MS, 
what he had hoped to do with his life, his wonderful wife, and wouldn’t you know it, 
about his faith.  I think we have an obligation to try to see and name the difference it 
makes to be in God’s loving presence. It may seem like a burden. But in doing so, we 
may become more cheerful and grateful.
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                  Don’t Forget!
The date for the 2014 Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod 

Bishop’s Convocation in Walla Walla, WA 
has been changed.  It will be held October 13-16, 2014

Speaker will be Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert

Join us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/EasternWashingtonIdaho

SynodELCA

2014, not 2015

as mistakenly printed

      
   la

st month

Ventures for 
Growing Stewards

Workshop 1 
(For Pastors, and up to 

6 Lay People from each congregation) 

April 26th 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Zion Lutheran Church
Spokane Valley, Washington 

For further information and to RSVP 
please contact Helga.jansons@elca.org 

or phone 509-380-7122
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Call Process Status
A Process beginning/congregational study I Interim AP Associate/Assistant Pastor
B Names received or on-site visits in process P Pastor VP Visitation Pastor
C Call in process/issued CP Co-Pastor AIM Associate in Ministry
NV New Vacancy LP Lead Pastor L Lay Position
TC Term call SP Supply Pastor TM Transition Minister
VP Visitation Pastor            (available for the open-ended call)

POS LOCATION/CONGREGATION STATUS PASTORAL CARE 

P Boise, ID – King of Glory NV  Kari Sansgaard LP  
P Bonners Ferry, ID – Trinity B  Kimberly Meinecke  I
P Chelan, WA – Fullness of God  A  Elizabeth Damico  
P Chewelah, WA – St. Paul NV   Betty Krafft SP
P Coeur d’Alene, ID – Trinity A  Tom Inch I  
P Gifford, ID – Good Hope A   Valerie Beesley TEEM
P Grandview, WA – Immanuel Lutheran A   Gary Rhode L
P Kamiah, ID -- Faith Lutheran A   Art Finney I
P Moses Lake, WA – Immanuel Lutheran B  Phylis Stromme I  
P Pocatello, ID – Church of the Good Shepherd A   Barbara Harrison-Condon I
P Sandpoint, ID – First Lutheran A Bob Chenault I
P Spokane, WA—Bethlehem Lutheran NV   Steve Wee SP
P Terrace Heights, WA—Tree of Life NV  Mo Garcia L 
P Thayne, WY—Star Valley United Church NV  Al Schoonover SP

Retirements
Rev. Marilyn DeVeer, Grace Lutheran - Horseshoe Bend, ID will retire effective May 31, 2014
Rev. Dan Riecke, First Lutheran - Kennewick, WA will retire effective June 1, 2014

Your Church in Action 
We ask that you keep the ministry of the church, 
our synod, and the whole world as well as those 
listed below in your prayers . . .

 Rev. Craig Groseclose on the recent passing of his mother.
 Rev Laura Lynn (Blackfoot & Firth, ID) for continued recovery and healing after surgery.
 Rev. Rick Evenson (Medical Lake, WA) as he continues treatment for multiple myeloma.
 Rev. Ginny Krekling (Ellensburg, WA) for continued healing after knee surgery. 
 Rev. Ron Jettter (Heartlinks Hospice Sunnyside, WA) and his family, on the passing of both of his parents. 
 The family of Rev. Ernie Collard on his passing
 Linda Hull and the family of Rev. Elliott Hull on his passing.
 Rev. Jeryl Phillips-Kelly as she recovers from a horse riding accident.
  

Prayer Requests . . .  to be included or removed from the Synod Prayer Request list, 
please send your request to the synod office@ewaidsynod.org, or call 509-838-9871.

We Pray
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Act of indescribable beauty
Elizabeth A. EatonPresiding bishop

Crucifixion led to defeat of sin, death—only through death, resurrection of Jesus

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: bishop@elca.org.

In 2010, I  was part of the 
Northeastern Ohio Synod/
Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Youngstown pilgrimage to Ger-
many and Italy. We visited Mar-
tin Luther sites and then trav-
eled to Rome.

It was an interesting expe-
rience to be in the places that 
formed our spiritual identities 
in the company of those who, in 
our respective narratives, had 
the role of the “other,” or even 

the “enemy,” during and after the Reformation. But we came 
to a deeper respect and appreciation for each other’s tradi-
tion by being pilgrims together.

All of us were asked what the most memorable part of the 
trip was. For me that moment came after I was home.

The last day in Rome I caught a lulu of a cold. As I lay in 
bed the Friday after we returned searching the TV for a foot-
ball game, I came across a televangelist. I was mesmerized. 
He was preaching to a packed house in a converted NBA 
coliseum. His text was from Matthew 21, the story of Jesus 
cursing the fig tree, the disciples’ won-
derment at Jesus’ authority and Jesus’ 
teaching about faith being able to move 
mountains.

The televangelist’s exegesis (explana-
tion) of the passage led him to conclude 
that Jesus said we must “speak to the 
mountain”—prayer was not enough. If 
we wanted a better job we needed to “speak to that moun-
tain” and all the heavenly forces would be set in motion. 
Poor health? Fear of foreclosure? Troubled marriage? “Speak 
to that mountain” and get it fixed.

Wow. When my father was dying why didn’t I speak 
to that mountain? When Paul prayed three times that the 
thorn in his flesh be taken away, why didn’t he speak to that 
mountain? Here it was, the “Name It and Claim It Health 
and Wealth Gospel.” The people in that arena were cheering.

At that point I remembered our stop at the Flossenburg 
concentration camp in Germany. This is where theologian 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was brutally executed just before the 
end of World War II: Bonhoeffer who spoke against “cheap 
grace” or what I have come to call “entitlement grace”; Bon-
hoeffer who in his ministry and death experienced the costly 
grace of discipleship. 

Flossenburg was a forced labor camp. Inmates worked in 
rock quarries until they died of exhaustion, exposure, star-
vation or disease. The prison population was 20 percent 
Jewish. The rest were political prisoners, the mentally ill, 
addicts, homosexuals, prisoners of war and the Roma people. 
One Flossenburg survivor who had been transferred from 
Auschwitz said the slow death of the labor camp was worse.

After liberation the surviving prisoners constructed 
a stone chapel out of the rubble of the guard towers. In it 
was a stone triptych behind the altar. On one side panel was 
carved the image of a prisoner trying to lift an impossibly 
heavy block of stone while being beaten by a guard. On the 
other side panel was a carving of a woman bent under the 
weight of a basket of rubble as a child clung to her. Our guide 
said the basket of rubble represented the awful burden of the 
women left behind when the men were taken to the camp. 

In the center panel was a carving of Jesus on the cross. 
Here, literally carved in stone, was the theology of the cross. 

In the midst of our suffering, 
because of our suffering, because of 
the suffering we cause, is the cross 
of Christ. There was no place for 
the empty promise of the “Name 
It and Claim It” gospel. There was 
only space for the cross, carved by 
the bruised hands of the suffering.

The speak-to-the-mountain-theology-of-glory is a 
tempting and seductive message. It packs churches and 
raises money. It is happy, upbeat, fun—but empty.

When Paul prayed that his affliction be taken away the 
Lord answered, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” It turns out that the televange-
list was partly right. The heavenly forces were set in motion, 
but it was motion that led to the defeat of sin and death only 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus’ crucifixion was 
neither pretty nor happy, but it was an act of indescribable 
beauty that brings true joy.  M

In the midst of our suffering, 
because of our suffering, because 
of the suffering we cause, is the 
cross of Christ. There was no 
place for the empty promise of 
the ‘Name It and Claim It’ gospel.

Michael D. Watson

This column originally appeared in the April issue of  The Lutheran. Reprinted with permission.

Presiding bishop
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Don’t Wait!  -  Health Assessment - Take It Now!
If you have ELCA-Primary health benefits, we need your help. Take the 2014 
Mayo Clinic Health Assessment on the EmbodyHealth web portal at 
www.elcaforwellness.org before April 30th. We’ll be one person closer to 65% 
participation that save thousands of dollars on your premiums, and you’ll earn 
a $150 credit of Wellness Dollars to offset out-of-pocket medical costs.

The assessment is confidential, simple to complete, and you do not need to 
know specific numbers such as blood pressure or cholesterol.  You can even 
answer a question with “I don’t know.” We need 18 more people with Portico 
as their primary benefits provider to do their part.  Deadline is April 30th

Find instructions for taking the health assessment at 
myPortico.PorticoBenefits.org

MISSION INTERPRETER 
TRAINING

 
We have a wonderful ELCA, one worth 
knowing about and sharing.  Mission 
Interpreters share the story - and the 
stories - about what our ELCA is do-
ing around the country and around the 
world.  Can you be a part of that mis-
sion?  

Pastors, do you know someone who 
would be a good storyteller?  
 
There will be a training session for Mis-
sion Interpreters on Saturday, June 14 
from 9 am to noon at Central Luther-
an Church, 512 S. Bernard in Spokane.  
Contact Betty Krafft at 509-768-3138 if 
you can attend.
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Celebrating Anniversaries of Ordination
5-16-1954            Rev. Sam Babbington   Spokane, WA                60 years                                                                                                  
5-31-1959            Rev. Dick Grudt     Pasco, WA                55 years                                                                                                 
5-24-1964            Rev. Todd Penson    Wenatchee, WA       50 years                                                                                                 

Oso Relief
The ELCA Northwest Washington Synod and Lutheran Community Services Northwest (LCSNW), in consul-
tation with Lutheran Disaster Response, are partnering to help provide assistance to individuals and families 
impacted by the recent natural disaster in Snohomish County, Washington.  

Lutherans have a reputation for being there for the "long haul" when disasters occur.  Donations received will be 
used to address both immediate and long-term needs.  Funds will be administered by LCSNW and distributed 
through the NW Washington Synod, local congregations and agencies in the affected area.

If you would like to make a donation, please make your check out to “Lutheran Community Services Northwest” 
and note “Oso Mudslide Fund” on the memo line.  Mail your check to 

Lutheran Community Services Northwest
Attn: Oso Mudslide

4040 S. 188th Street, Suite 300 
SeaTac, WA 98188

To donate on line, go to:  https://lcsnw.ejoinme.org/MyPages/OsoMudslideReliefFund/tabid/530026/Default.aspx 

Thank you!

Creating Meaningful Service and Mission Experiences with Youth 
Friday, May 30, 6:30-8:30pm, and Saturday, May 31, 9am-4pm 
Messiah Lutheran Church, 4202 N Belt, Spokane, WA 
 
Service projects and mission trips have the potential to be 
transformative experiences for youth.  However, leaders often get 
caught up in logistics and forget (or aren’t sure how) to make these 
experiences meaningful for young people.  This leadership training 
event introduces participants to a service learning model that can 
add richness and meaning to youth service experiences (such as a 
summer mission trip or fall service project) and includes a local 
service project to provide a hands-on example.   
 
The training will be led by Professor Mark Jackson of Trinity Lutheran College, lead trainer with 
the Service And Learning Leadership Team (SALLT) Project.  Mark formerly served on staff at 
Central Lutheran Church in Spokane and was an active leader with the synod’s Lutheran Youth 
Organization. 
 
Congregations are invited to send teams of youth ministry leaders (including high school youth!) 
to share in the learning process together.  For more information or to register your group, contact 
Messiah Lutheran Church at 509-327-4446 or office@messiah.comcastbiz.net. Registration fee of 
$5 includes the training, Friday evening snack, and Saturday snacks. Please bring a lunch. High 
school youth are free and must attend with a paid adult.   

Last month’s photo was tak-
en at the west end of Coeur 
d’Alene Park in Spokane,  All 
Saints Lutheran Church will 
be undergoing some very 
big changes this Spring.  The 
Peaceful Valley Community 
Center will soon be offer-
ing After School Programs 
at teh church.
Send photos from your your 
congregation to be includ-
ed in “Where in the Synod 
is that?”
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For more information:
Northwest Washington Synod, ELCA   susan@lutheransnw.org
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EASTERN
WASHINGTON
IDAHO SYNOD
of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

314 S. Spruce St., Suite A
Spokane, WA 99201-5823

May 2014 Newsletter

Please reproduce any and all articles for publication in congregational newsletters or bulletins.  
The Cross Connection is also available on the synod website at 

http://www.ewaidsynod.org/synodpublications.html.  
Deadline for articles is the 5th of each month.

 Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
 God’s work. Our Hands

Staff

Bishop  ...............................................  The Rev. Martin Wells
Director for Evangelical Missions  .. The Rev. Helga Jansons
Program Administrator  ..................................  Cathy Steiner
Assembly Manager  .............................................Karla Olson
Communication Director  ..........................  Gib Dominguez

Synod Calendar
April 2014
26 LCM-EWU Auction at Central Lutheran Spokane
26 Ventures Training at Zion, Spokane Valley
May 2014
2 Ventures Workshop at Tree of Life, Yakima
3 Mission Interpreter Training at Immanuel,  
 Moses Lake
4 Bloomsday
16-18     Synod Assembly in Spokane, WA
19 Synod Office Closed
26 Memorial Day (Synod Office Closed)
31 Service Learning Youth Event at
 Messiah Lutheran - Spokane
June 2014
2 Mission Interpreter Training
 at Central Lutheran Spokane

Let Down the Nets
Lifting Our Vision

           Jesus First, Last, Always
God’s Grace, Our Gratitude

The Spirit Powers Us
No Fear! Transformation

Connections Multiply Miracles
Go, Tell & Serve
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Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod’s purchase of a subscription to The Parish Paper INCLUDES permission for each congregation within our jurisdiction to (a) 
photocopy or electronically distribute for local use as many copies as it needs, (b) post them on its website, and (c) quote sentences and paragraphs.
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Your congregation does NOT have permission (a) to delete the copyright on this page, (b) to re-write, paraphrase, or change the wording of sentences and paragraphs, or (c) to 
give ANY THIRD PARTY - other than your staff and constituents permission to photocopy or reprint (in any quantity, no matter how small, whether for free distribution or sale).


