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The Church of Steadfast 
Love is a mission/development 
congregation of the ELCA 
located within the Compass 
Center in Seattle. We have been 
worshipping for more than two 
years now in the heart of the 
city (two blocks south of the 
ferry terminal in downtown 
Seattle, under the viaduct). 

We are a very diverse 
congregation made up of people 
from all walks of life and from 
all over the world. We worship 
bilingually in Spanish and 
English on Wednesday and 
Sunday evenings. Due to the 
nature of the population that we 
serve, our congregation changes 
every service; the constants are 
word and sacrament, grace and 
community. 

Those who attend worship 
are largely men who are 
homeless or formerly homeless. 
They come to worship tired 
from long days on the streets, 
from hard days of work, 
struggling with mental illness 
or addiction or loneliness. They 
come as strangers and find 
themselves in community, as 
brothers in Christ. They come 
hungry for the Word and for 
good news in a hard and dismal 
world and they find it in the 
sharing of the peace and in the 
sacraments. 

We continue to grow 
and to change as new people 
come seeking a “home” and 
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For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.    
   Romans 8: 24-25 NRSV

A Word 
From The 
Bishop

Amid all the talk of down economy, 
continued conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and congregations and members in turmoil 
over the decisions made by the churchwide 
assembly, it is important for us to remember 
our reason for hope. 

Advent is one of those seasons when we 
are able to focus on the hope that is in us. It 

is a season of waiting. It is a season of talking about those 
things for which we wait. In this season we speak of the 
fact that God has called us to something more than what 
is. Our hope is not found in the retail shopping numbers 
or in our ability to control the future. Our hope is in God 
who came among us as Jesus of Nazareth and who comes 
among us as the Holy Spirit works faith through the means 
of grace.

The Advent themes of preparation and waiting are 
often lost in this age of instant news and the desire for 
instant gratification. Who has time to hope when we want 
it now? Our age is impatient. We add to it by feeling the 
need to make decisions yesterday. Our need to control or 
our sin of thinking ourselves in control pushes our hopes 
into means of producing, not what sustains us while we 
wait for what God is yet doing.

The Advent hymns are not the popular songs of our 
day. We can hardly get through Reformation and All Saints 
before we hear the pleas for Christmas music. We are like 
little children who cannot wait. 
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In the midst of all of this impatience, 
Jesus comes with the word of peace. It is 
in this peace, the peace that comes from 
the cross, that we hope. We will sing the 
Christmas hymns and we will be as excited 
as the rest of the world to see what is yet to 
come. But with all the uncertainty around us we will not 
lose hope. We know the one in whom we have hoped. We 
also know that this hope in Jesus will not disappoint us.

Continued from page 1

A Word From 
The Bishop

The annual Synod Office Advent Open 
House will be held from 1 to 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 10, at the synod office.

May the Birth of Him 
Who Was Born in a 
Manger Bring You 
Blessings of Joy, Peace
Love and Hope in the 
New Year and Always.   Bishop Chris Boerger and Staff

Advent Open 
House

http://www.lutheransnw.org
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On Friday, December 4, Seattle will 
be the third city in the country to show a 
remarkable new feature film on the roots of 
poverty and hunger in the world. The film, 
The End of Poverty? offers arresting new 
insights, visuals, and examples of the roles of 
colonialism, land and resource rights, forced 
labor, military action, trade, debt, World Bank 

and IMF policies, etc.
Narrated by Martin Sheen, the film includes powerful 

stories and interviews with community leaders from 
five countries as well as top experts including two Nobel 
laureates in economics, a former World Bank Vice 
President, a Brookings expert, the Vice President of Brazil, 
and the author of Confessions of an Economic Hitman, to 
cite a few.

The film will be shown on Dec. 4 at the Regal 
Meridian Theater, 1501 7th Ave. (a block NW of the 
Convention Center, call 206.223.9600 for times). 

Critics are raving about The End of Poverty? and the 
film was an official selection of Critics Week at the Cannes 
International Film Festival and has been selected for two 
dozen other international film festivals.

The documentary has also been embraced by 
Amnesty UK, Global Call to Action Against Poverty, 
InterAction, JubileeDebt Campaign, Make Poverty History, 
the UN Millennium Debt campaign....This film has great 
potential to help our efforts to alleviate hunger and poverty 
in the world.

For more information, please contact me at  
206-349-2501 or lpf@ecunet.org; www.lutheranpeace.org

For more about the film please visit 
www.theendofpoverty.com

Ending 
Poverty?
by Glen Gersmehl 
Lutheran Peace 
Fellowship

http://www.theendofpoverty.com
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On Thanksgiving Day, many gather 
around the table for a traditional turkey 
dinner. 

On Friday, Nov. 27 (the day after Thanksgiving), 
everyone is invited to join in another tradition: the 10th 
Annual Turkey Trot for World Hunger. 

Participants will meet at Green Lake Aqua Theatre at 
8:30am for registration. After a brief program, “trotters” 
will walk, stroll, jog, skip, scooter, rollerblade, push 
strollers and wheelchairs, or pedal around Green Lake to 
raise money in the fight against hunger. 

All funds raised will benefit the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal and the Lutheran Volunteer Corps in its work for a 
more just world. Come and help your congregation as they 
strive to win the coveted “Turkey Cup” while benefiting 
the less fortunate. For more information visit  
www.turkeytrot4hunger.org.

Turkey Trot

Last winter the South Snohomish County 
Emergency Shelter Network opened the Cold 
Weather Shelter for all people — homeless and 
underhoused men, women and children. They 
were open for 34 nights, providing  474 warm beds in a 
safe sleeping environment. Dinner, breakfast and a sack 
lunch was also available for every guest. 

Trinity in Lynnwood participates in this network 
along with Edmonds United Methodist Church, Edmonds 
Unitarian Universalist Church, Good Shepherd Baptist 
Church, Maplewood Presbyterian Church, St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church and NEST Korean Coalition of 
Churches.

The Network is expecting to provide sleep space for 
up to 50 people this winter.

Shelter In 
Cold Weather

http://www.turkeytrot4hunger.org.
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The Book of Faith Workgroup is 
hosting several opportunities for engaging in 
conversation with and about scripture. Each of 
these opportunities helps us as a community 
to enter into conversation so that scripture 
becomes more familiar, we become more 
fluent in our first language of faith, and we 
understand the texts better.

Dr. George W. E. Nickelsburg, professor 
emeritus of New Testament at the University 

of Iowa, is leading a series of conversations on the Gospel 
of Luke. These conversations help us better understand 
the Lukan gospel tradition. The topics covered are: Luke 
Among the Gospels; What Makes Luke Special?; and The 
Passion and Resurrection of Jesus According to Luke.

The last series will be at Holy Spirit in Kirkland on 
December 6, 13 and 20. The session begins at 12:30 p.m. 
with a light lunch followed by conversation from 1 p.m. 
until 2:15 p.m. 

A series for rostered leaders on gospel pericopes or 
weekly lessons for Series C is scheduled: 
n	 Conversations on Tuesday, Nov. 10 at First Lutheran in 

Mount Vernon with Pastors Chris Berry and Gretchen 
Cohan; and at Bethel Lutheran in Shoreline with Pastor 
Wayne Bacus and Dr. Roger Anderson will look at texts 
for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. 

n	 Conversations on January 26 at Central Lutheran 
in Everett, led by Pastors Lydia Wittman Grebe and 
Walt Rice, and at St. Luke’s Lutheran in Bellevue, led 
by Pastors Jane Prestbye and Erik Wilson Weiberg, 
will look at texts for Lent, Holy week, and Easter. The 
sessions will be held from 9 am to 3 p.m. at a cost of $10 
for lunch.

The Book of Faith Workgroup is planning additional 
conversations for next year.

Bible Book  
of Faith

Roger Anderson, Bible Book 
of Faith Synod Advocate

biblebookoffaith@
lutheransnw.org

mailto:biblebookoffaith%40lutheransnw.org?subject=
mailto:biblebookoffaith%40lutheransnw.org?subject=
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Diana Butler Bass featured The WAY 
at Phinney Ridge in Seattle in her 2006 best 
selling book, Christianity for the Rest of Us. 

The WAY is an expression of the ancient 
catechumenate process for forming new 
Christians. Bring a team of clergy and laity 
to Faith and Font, a catechumenate training 
event to learn how to use the catechumenate in your local 
setting. Leaders are Pastors Paul Hoffman and Beverly Piro 
of Phinney Ridge and lay catechists from the Seattle area.

All sessions will take place at Phinney Ridge and 
include worship with the congregation on Sunday 
morning. Registrants are invited to secure their own 
accommodations. Discounted registration is offered to 
congregations bringing three or more participants. A 
brochure and registration information is available at  
www.catechumenate.org (Click the Events tab on the left 
side of the page) or at www.prlc.org . Questions may be 
addressed to Pastors Hoffman or Piro at 206.783.2350 
or by email to phoffman@prlc.org or bpiro@prlc.org. 
Registration deadline is December 30, 2009.

Adult Faith 
Formation

January 22 to 24, 
2010

The Northwest Washington Maritime 
Minsitry is once again asking for donations for 
their gift-filled Ditty-Bags for seafarers who 
the volunteers visit on board ship at Christmas.

A Ditty-Bag is an 11x13 cloth bag finished with a 
drawstring or handle. Some of the items needed to fill the 
bags are: work gloves, mittens, handkerchiefs, toiletries, 
playing cards, game boys, puzzles, phone cards, small 
photo albums, postcards, writing paper, address books, 
pens and pencils, a New Testament Bible. 

If you would like to help this ministry, please contact 
Pastor Everett Savage, Maritime Ministry Chaplain, at 
(425) 771-9504 or ewsavage@msn.com. Financial gifts are 
also accepted. 

Ditty Bags

http://www.catechumenate.org
http://www.prlc.org
mailto:phoffman@prlc.org
mailto:bpiro@prlc.org.
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“sanctuary”. We provide these things thanks to 
the generosity of others.

Our focus is on getting out into the 
community because everyone needs a chance 
to give back. We have volunteered at the 

Immanuel Food Bank, the Duwamish River clean-up, 
and Join Hands Day at Lutherwood in Bellingham among 
other things. 

It is important to feel a part of something and it is 
really nice when that thing is being a part of a church that 
loves and cares for us, where we are all equal, not haves 
and have-nots, but beloved children of God.

Some of the things that we have been able to do, 
thanks to the generosity of others is create a new worship 
resource so that we can worship more easily in Spanish 
and English. We have taken two trips to Holden Village, 
been able to participate in clean-up days at Lutherwood, 
and traveled to and participated in the Synod Assembly. 
We also have some wonderful musicians that participate as 
members of our congregation and offer music. 

Leonard Tullis, a member 
of the congregation, recently 
wrote, “Listening to Pastor Kristy 
Daniels preach out of the Bible 
helped me understand the way 
I’ve always wanted to live-with 
respect, dignity, and honor. The 
Church has given me guidance, 
hope about myself, and has given 
me my self-respect back.” 

If you would like to find out 
more about the congregation or 
about the Compass Center, please 
check out our website or join us 
for worship.

continued from page 1
Immigration

Come Worship With Us! 
210 Alaskan Way, Seattle, 

Wednesdays and Sundays 
at 6:30 pm 

Dinner is at 5:30 pm 
Dial ‘05’ to attend
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Installation 
Of The Rev. 

Paul Stumme-
Diers

Bishop Chris 
Boerger 
installed the 
Rev. Paul 
Stumme-Diers 
at Bethany 
Lutheran 
Church on 
Bainbridge 
Island on 
Sunday, Nov. 15. Pastor Paul comes to the Northwest 
Washington Synod from the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod.

Bethany Lutheran 
on Bainbridge Island 
presented “The 
Lutheran Anthology 
of Humor” in 
November. The evening’s entertainment featured little-
known Lutheran traditions such as the Lutheran Shopping 
Channel, Lutheran baton twirling, Lutheran magicians, 
Lutheran power tool songs and more. Also featured 
was a Jell-O competition for the most creative Jell-O 
presentations. The top three winners were crowned during 
the entertainment. The emcee for the evening was local 
actor Tim Tully. The event was a fundraiser for LATCH 
(Lutheran Alliance to Create Housing), a Seattle-based 
organization which provides affordable housing for needy 
families in the Puget Sound area. The evening was filled 
with lots of laughter and humor, raising $1400 for LATCH.

An Evening 
Of Lutheran 

Humor
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Luther and the Hungry Poor
St. John United in Seattle is hosting 

Professor Samuel Torvend for a half-day 
conference on the Reformation roots of our 
Lutheran service to the poor: Luther and the Hungry Poor. 
The event will take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 21, at St. John United in Seattle. 
Extravaganza 2010

The 2010 Extravaganza is scheduled for February 
4-8 in Charlotte, North Carolina.  The event draws more 
than 500 adults, pastors and lay, who work with youth 
in congregations of the ELCA. The event is organized by 
ELCA Youth Ministry Network. For more information visit 
www.elcaymnet.org.
Diaconal Ministry: Discernment, History and 
Formation

This J-Term course will introduce participants to 
the historical, theological and social contexts of diaconal 
ministry throughout the history of the church. Emphasis 
will be placed on the discernment process for those who 
may be considering the possibility of their own calling to 
ministry. Event is January 12-21, 2010 at Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minn. More information is available at  
www.elca.org/deaconess/jterm.
Festival of Preaching in Seattle

Pastor Scott Kramer, Lakeridge in Seattle, and Pastor 
Paul Hoffman, Phinney Ridge in Seattle, are on the 
steering committee for the Festival of Preaching event to be 
held April 19-21, 2010.  The event will be held at Plymouth 
Congregational Church in downtown Seattle. There is an 
early bird registration discount. More information about 
the event can be found at www.festivalofpreachingnw.org.

Upcoming 
Events

http://www.elcaymnet.org
http://www.elca.org/deaconess/jterm
http://www.festivalofpreachingnw.org
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n	Bethesda in Mountlake Terrace is 
participating in a community Thanksgiving 
Eve Service at Mountlake Terrace Christian 
Church, 5304 232nd St SW, at 6 pm on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25.

n	Our Redeemer’s in Seattle will be serving dinner for 
their hungry neighbors on Thanksgiving Day. They will 
also distribute sleeping bags. The Ballard Food Bank is 
their partner for the dinner.

n	Beginning on December 6, Luther Memorial in Seattle 
will begin to offer a service of Morning Prayer, or Matins, 
at 8:15 am on the first Sunday of the month. The service 
is a time when we open our hearts and voices to the 
presence of God at the start of the day. The service will 
include prayer, simple music, Scripture and reflection.

n	Queen Anne in Seattle, is once again serving lunch to 
the homeless in November at Community Lunch on 
Capitol Hill, a ministry of Central in Seattle. More than 
250 guests are fed.

n	First Lutheran in Mount Vernon provides a dinner meal 
the last Tuesday of every month at Friendship House, a 
shelter for the homeless.

n	Salem in Mount Vernon is participating in Operation 
Christmas Child Project. Each year the organization 
delivers millions of gift-filled shoe boxes to needy 
children around the world.

n	Prince of Peace Seattle will once again contribute 
ingredients for the Compass Center’s Chavez House 
Thanksgiving Meal. The congregation has been 
participating in this ministry, at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, for the past eight years.

n	Central in Bellingham participated in two interfaith 
coalition events: to help raise funds for homeless housing 
and volunteering to staff severe-weather shelters.

n	First Lutheran in Bothell choir will join the choir from 
Bothell United Methodist Churchfor Vivaldi’s Gloria at 

Here ‘n There

continued on page 14
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7:30 pm on Sunday, Dec. 13 at Bothell United 
Methodist Church.
n	Faith in Seattle blessed 92 quilts in 
October that were made for Lutheran World 
Relief. 

n	Members at Oak Harbor in Oak Harbor worked hard 
to sew 53 quilts, 76 school kits, 110 health kits, and 190 
layettes for Lutheran World Relief.

n	The Rev. Ronald F. Marshall, Pastor of First of 
West Seattle, published his article, “Driven by God: 
Kierkegaard’s Parable of the Royal Coachman” in Toward 
the Final Crossroads: Festschrift for Edna Hong and 
Howard Hong, ed. Jamie Lorentzen, Mercer University 
Press. 

n	The Youth and Family Institute has changed its name to 
VibrantFaith. Their website is www.vibrantfaith.org.

Continued from page 13

Here ‘n There

The goal of our visiting Ethiopia at this time 
was to re-connect and re-establish relationships 
with our companion synod, the North Central 
Synod of the Mekane Yesus Church.  

I travelled to Ethiopia with Berhanu 
Waldemariam,  Synodically Authorized Minister 
at Bethel Ethiopian Fellowship of Seattle. Pastor 
Berhanu was born and raised in Ethiopia, but 
had not visited the northern region of the 
country which is where the North Central Synod 
of the Mekane Yesus Church is located.   

The Lord blessed us with many new 
friends and acquaintances.  We met church officials in 
the Mekane Yesus headquarters office and at the Mekane 
Yesus Seminary; and visited 15 churches in ten days, 
and our meeting sizes varied from a few leaders to larger 
gatherings. My heart is grateful for having been able to go 
on this trip to Ethiopia.  

(Editor’s Note: Ken is happy to share the full details of 
his trip. Please email him your request.)

A Trip to 
Ethiopia
by Ken Halvorson, 
Chair
NW Washington 
Synod Global 
Mission Committee

halvorson7@verizon.net
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We continue To Hold In Our Prayers:
† The Rev. Sai Wai (Paul) Cheung, Grace   

Chinese, Seattle
† The Rev. John Ericksen and his wife,   

Marita
† The Rev. Paul Wuest
†	The Rev. Mikkel Hustad, St. Peter, Clinton
†	Richard Bridges, former member of Synod  

 Council
†	The Rev. Phil Petrasek
We Pray For:
†	Amy and Tomas Corsini on the death of their 

baby shortly prior to birth. Amy serves as the 
Worship and Music Coordinator at St Luke’s 
in Bellevue. A funeral was held on October 23. 
Cards may be sent to Amy and Tomas at: St Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, 3030 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue WA 
98004.

†	Evelyn Peterson , wife of the Rev. Bob Peterson (ret.) 
died on October 19. She was also the mother of the 
Rev. Mark Peterson, pastor at Faith in Redmond. Cards 
may be sent to Bob at: 12215 NE 128th St Apt 240, 
Kirkland, WA 98034; and to Mark at:Faith Lutheran 
Church, 9041  166th Ave NE, Redmond, WA 98052.

†	Lucile Rismiller, widow of the Rev. Robert Rismiller 
and mother of the Rev. Jim Rismiller (ret), died on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10.  A service to celebrate her life will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 19, at Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church, 12819 - 160th Ave SE, Renton, 
WA.Cards may be sent to the Rev. Jim and Carol 
Rismiller at: 14611 164th Place SE, Renton, WA 98059.

†	The Rev. Gary Grafwallner (ret.) will undergo surgery 
on November 25, at Virginia Mason Hospital.  Cards 
may be sent to: Gary Grafwallner, 3027 Crest Court 
Bellingham, WA  98226.

Within Our 
Family
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Location/Event Effective Date
Calls Accepted
Paul Stumme-Diers Bethany, Bainbridge 10/15/2009

Installations

G. Mark Griffith Mount Si, North Bend 10/11/2009

Paul Stumme-Diers Bethany, Bainbridge 11/15/2009

Transfers in/out of Synod
Paul Stumme-Diers From Greater Milwaukee Synod 10/15/2009

George Brunjes From Metro New York Synod 11/1/2009

Northwest Washington Synod Transitions

q	2010 flexible spending account enrollment 
—Employees with ELCA-primary health 
coverage should soon receive information 
about setting up a flexible spending account for 
2010. Employees should return the enrollment 

form by the preferred date of Dec. 10. (Final deadline: 
Faxed or post-marked by Dec. 31.)

q	2% discount revised for 2010 savings opportunity—
The opportunity to earn a 2% ELCA health contribution 
discount  is back for 2010, with the potential for 
approximately $2.5 million to be saved collectively 
in the ELCA. However, the 2% discount is changing 
for 2010: The percentage needed to earn the discount 
is 65% (down from 75%); the window for earning 
the 2% discount is January 1 – April 30, although the 
assessment remains open until September 30; 

q	Wellness dollars deadline: Nov. 30  is the deadline to 
earn $300 or more

q	Board of Pensions website is www.elca.org/bop

Board of Pensions

Update

https://www.elcabop.org/Home/BenefitsAdmin/FSA_employer_resp.aspx
https://www.elcabop.org/BenefitsAdmin/2_percent_progress/2_percent_discount.aspx
https://www.elcabop.org/BenefitsAdmin/2_percent_progress/2_percent_discount.aspx
www.elca.org/bop
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Mobility Status Key:
I = Interviewing
C = Calling
NV = New Vacancy
V = Vacancy
SC = Synod Call
TR = Transition process
P = Profile presented (receiving   
 nominations)
TR/DO = Div for Outreach    
 Transformation Process

Mobility Position Key:
PR = Pastor
A = Associate
AIM = Associate in Ministry
DM = Diaconal Minister
A/SP = Associate with Special 
Emphasis contact  Synod Office)

Editor’s Note: For the most up-to-date listing of transitions and mobility please visit the 
synod’s website at www.lutheransnw.org/leadership/transitions.asp. That website page is 
updated weekly, when necessary.

In Call Process Position Status Current, Interim/Supply Pastor
Arlington, Our Saviour PR TR Marillyn Schultz Rothermel, Interim
Bellevue, Saint Andrew’s A/SP P Jim McEachran, Pastor
Bothell, First Evangelical PR TR Doug Stensby, Interim
Bothell, Light of the Cross PR TR Cindy Salo, Interim
Burlington, Burlington PR P Michael Swain, Interim
Des Moines, Grace A/SP TR John O’Neal, Pastor; Mitch Watney, 

Interim Associate
Everett, Zion PR TR Michael Ross, Interim
Issaquah, Shepherd of the 
Hills

PR P Martha Myers, Interim

Mount Vernon, Fir Conway PR NV Paul D. Anderson, Interim
Mount Vernon, First 
Evangelical

PR I Linda Larson, Interim

Oak Harbor, Oak Harbor PR TR Karen Hanson, Interim
Renton, Lord of Life PR TR Phil Reitz, Interim
Seattle, Faith PR TR Red Burchfield, Interim
Seattle, Gethsemane PR TR Maynard Atik, Interim
Seattle, St Paul’s of Shorewood PR TR Supply
Stanwood, Freeborn PR NV Supply

Northwest Washington Synod Mobility

www.lutheransnw.org/leadership/transitions.asp
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