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From the Bishop
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God’s Beloved People,
As we head into the summer season there are some key
events to share and report on:
First, thanks to everyone for a really wonderful Synod
Assembly! The committee did an excellent job of planning
and it was very good to celebrate Karla Olson’s 10 years of
leadership for the Assembly! The evaluations are in and
will be studied for improvements. You’ll see the work of
the Assembly summarized elsewhere in this Cross Connection, along with several pieces of work that will be picked
up by the Synod Council in September. Special thanks to
all those who led the workshops on Saturday afternoon!
The immediate and prolonged applause just before our
banquet was clear testimony to the effectiveness of this
part of our Assembly.
Second, the mailing is now out to each pastor and
congregation advertising the four Net-Worker positions.
Letters of interest and resumes are being received until
July 7 and we hope to interview in mid-July and have the
four new partners in ministry in place mid-August. We
believe that we have all the gifts needed for fresh ministry
and Net-Workers will be the key to unlocking those gifts
and sharing them beyond individual congregations. Please
go to the Synod website, www.ewaidsynod.org if you need
any of the application information for yourself or a person
you would like to nominate.
Third, we’re planning an exceptional Bishop’s Convocation
for this fall and there are reasons to highlight that information now since you won’t receive another Cross Connection
until the September issue. Dr. Tim Wengert, formerly of
our seminary faculty in Philadelphia, will be our speaker.
Along with Dr. Mark Allan Powell, Dr. Wengert provided

key leadership for our church during the last dozen years
of difficult questions. Not only did Dr. Wengert provide
key theological expertise in writing the study, Human
Sexuality: Gift and Promise, but his exposition of the
notion of “bound conscience” gave many in our church
the room they needed for difficult decision-making. We’re
asking Dr. Wengert to address the complicated notion of
“Authority, in and for pastoral Ministry” at this convocation
and will take an extra day for an early meeting between our
new Net-Workers and the pastors of the four networking
areas. The dates for the convocation are October 13-16,
2014, and we will meet in Walla Walla. Treasurers please
note: Because of the extra expense of a third night and the
somewhat higher costs associated with Walla Walla, you
should expect to see an increase in the registration fee of
about $175.00 for this year only. We’ve asked for this third
night about every fourth year when we had important work
to do together. Look for registration materials in August.
Finally, each one of us is experiencing the unique pressures
associated with a changing church in a changing culture
and world. These stresses make Sabbath and summer
“re-Creation” more important than ever. I hope you
have plans for good time away this summer and will offer
generous support for others as they
take their time. Our theology says
God has created us for delight
and companionship, values that
come before we bear the call
of work and vocation. Blessed
rest!
Pastor Martin Wells, bishop
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CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS
by Pastor Helga Jansons (Director for Evangelical Mission)
I often meet with congregations that would like to know how to grow their faith community. The “attractional”
model does not work well; new people don’t generally come to our churches because of a great pastor and because
the church offers good programs and events. Instead, it is back to Jesus’ way of ministry; where the pastoral leader
and disciples go out among the people. This is what Mission Developers who start a ministry from scratch, and
Mission Redevelopers who intentionally grow a congregation, do. If you want a church to grow, it is necessary
to connect with the community. The first step is to connect with community leaders. In some instances it means
scheduling an appointment, but it often begins with showing up in person. The reason is to develop relationships,
listen to the strengths, challenges and opportunities for ministry in the community, as well as to share their own
ministry and about the Lutheran church and faith. Over time a network can develop as people are brought together
who share common interests, concerns and experiences. After meeting with a hundred people common themes
and concerns emerge that can shape a ministry.
Many congregations now recognize that every church is a mission site and that if the church is to survive, let
alone thrive, that these mission development principles are for everyone. So how do we get our shy or introverted
Lutheran selves out there? It takes some courage and determination, and love in action for your church. Being a
Christian and part of a thriving church cannot be all easy. There has to be a cost to discipleship somewhere, but
the rewards are incredible.
First you need a little preparation. Before you visit someone, think through what you really want to know. Have
some general questions in mind and connect to your own curiosity. Also, think about the qualities of our Lutheran
church that connect to the person’s work. For example if you are going to meet with someone who works in the
jail think about how grace is “undeserved love” which applies to jail inmates. If you visit someone who works
with children think about why Lutherans have such a big focus on education. Or in meeting with someone who
works with the poor, why does our church have so many ministries to the poor and what does that say about our
theology of the cross. Of course, preparation includes prayer for the Holy Spirit to guide the conversation.
Introduce yourself as a part of your ELCA church and say that your congregation would like more connection
with the community.
It is also important to remember something that is captured by the words of Mary Cosby (Church of the Savior,
Washington DC) “I am a leader at the point of my gift and a follower at the point of yours”. We are the ones learning
from each person we meet; we grow, our world expands. We discover the enthusiasm of others and learn from
their skill and knowledge. “What made you choose to do this work?” “How did you learn to…?” “What is the part
of this effort that gives you the most hope?” “What else do you wish you could do if you had the time?” People have
dedicated their lives to making a difference in the community for a reason, and it is fascinating to find out about it.
So what happens when you meet with community leaders? First you show community leaders that the people in your church care about the community. You also show
that you care about that person in particular. You could be the one to “make their
day” by taking an interest in them. You make a human connection and you have
the opportunity to make a faith connection when you relate what they care about
with what your congregation – or what the ELCA Lutheran church in general - cares
about. You might ask “can you see a role that the church could play in furthering
your vision/ dreams/ hopes?” Partnerships can begin that renew and revitalize your
church. Who knows how the Holy Spirit will work in your midst!
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WOMEN'S LITERACY IN LIBERIA
by Ryan P. Cumming
It's a sad fact of history that women's bodies become "battlefields" in situations of armed conflict. Rape, trafficking,
maiming and death are among the immediate threats women face when war breaks out. But the long-term effects
of conflict can be severe, too, especially when women face sexual violence during war. This is true of the women
of Bong and Lofa Counties in Liberia, many of whom were victims of rape during the civil war in their country.
The obstacles they face providing for themselves and their children are serious, especially when coupled with the
insufficient education they can access in Liberia.
Recently, the Liberian government has tried to make strides in improving the quality of and access to education,
especially for women and girls. Still, though, less than half of the adult population is literate. Recognizing the
importance of literacy, the Lutheran Church in Liberia (LCL) in 2014 has started the "Young and Adult Women
Basic Bilingual Literacy Project," intended to help vulnerable women gain the skills they need to feed themselves
and their children.
Remember the old saying, "Knowledge is power"? That is certainly true of the women associated with this project,
some of whom "were born either before or during the heat of our civil war [and] most of whom are single mothers
and solely depend on selling petite market [items] to support their children." Despite their experiences during
the long conflict – many of their children were born as a result of rape, according to the LCL – the women are
"breadwinners" and vital members of their communities. Yet, their inability to read, write and count large numbers means that they are often on "the losing end" of transactions in the marketplace. Literacy means not only the
ability to read and write – it can mean the difference between sustainable and unsustainable livelihood for themselves and their communities.
To support them in their efforts, the LCL will work with rural women in Liberia to teach them basic math and
reading, skills that the LCL believes will not only benefit the women themselves but "have great potential to lift
their communities from neglect." Because of the skills, creativity and industry of women in these communities,
the support offered by LCL's program will have wide-reaching effects.
In addition to teaching nearly 300 women to read and write, the project will also create hundreds of educational
resources, train teachers, and establish learning centers in the community. Moreover, the LCL will also teach
women and girls basic skills in English, increasing their ability to participate in the marketplace and seek further
education.
By listening to the needs – illiteracy, poverty, trauma – and the assets – strong women leaders, industriousness,
support for education – in the communities in Liberia, the LCL will implement a program with great potential.
As companions of the LCL, the ELCA has been invited to be part of this great work through the support of a grant
from ELCA World Hunger. This year, Liberian women will be supported in their work by your gifts to ELCA
World Hunger. Together, our communities can move from vulnerability to possibility and from possibility to
sustainability.
Thank you!
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Call Process Status
A
B
C
NV
TC
VP

Process beginning/congregational study
I
Interim
Names received or on-site visits in process
P
Pastor
Call in process/issued
CP Co-Pastor
New Vacancy
LP Lead Pastor
Term call
SP Supply Pastor
Visitation Pastor			

POS

LOCATION/CONGREGATION

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

Bonners Ferry, ID – Trinity
Chewelah, WA – St. Paul
Coeur d’Alene, ID – Trinity
Gifford, ID – Good Hope
Grandview, WA – Immanuel Lutheran
Kamiah, ID -- Faith Lutheran
Kennewick, WA - Lord of Life
Moses Lake, WA – Immanuel Lutheran
Pocatello, ID – Church of the Good Shepherd
Sandpoint, ID – First Lutheran
Spokane, WA—Bethlehem Lutheran
Terrace Heights, WA—Tree of Life
Thayne, WY—Star Valley United Church

AP
VP
AIM
L
TM

STATUS

Associate/Assistant Pastor
Visitation Pastor
Associate in Ministry
Lay Position
Transition Minister

(available for the open-ended call)

PASTORAL CARE

B
Kimberly Meinecke
NV
Betty Krafft
B
Tom Inch
A
Valerie Beesley
A
Gary Rhode
A 		
A
Ron Shipman
C
Phylis Stromme
A
Barbara Harrison-Condon
A
Bob Chenault
NV
Steve Wee
NV
Mo Garcia
NV
Al Schoonover

I
SP
I
TEEM
L
SP
I
I
I
I
SP
L
SP

Roster Changes
Calls Accepted
Rev. Elizabeth Damico has accepted a call to the Minneapolis, MN Synod.
Rev. Kent Narum has accepted the call to serve Fullnes of God and Holden Village. He expects to begin August 2014.

Highlights of Synod Assembly
2014 Assembly for Eastern Washington Idaho Synod carried the theme “Living in Hope” based on Jeremiah 29:11.
The Business Sessions were condensed to allow more time for workshops. Many of the workshops followed the theme
of the Assembly. Other workshops provided helpful information on endowments, Thrivent Choice, end of life health
care decisions, best practices for amending congregation constitutions, and The Way Forward implementation. This
was a “Body Building” Assembly where we shared relationships, how mission work is being done in congregations
across the Synod by way of in person reports and videos that were shown at times throughout the Assembly. “God’s
Work Our Hands” is alive and well in the Eastern Washington Idaho Synod.
We welcomed Churchwide Representative the Rev. Heidi Torgerson-Martinez, Program Director for Young Adults in
Global Mission. Her report included greetings from Churchwide and Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and reminded
us that we are Church, we are Lutheran, we are Church for the sake of the World, and we are the ELCA TOGETHER.
From Friday afternoon to Noon on Sunday (May 16-18, 2014) the Doubletree Hotel in Spokane, Washington was
filled with the sounds of being Lutheran: Worship, singing loud and strong, sharing stories and opportunities for
building relationships, learning and growing.
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Presiding
bishop
Presidingbishop

By Elizabeth A. Eaton

Shout-out for Team ELCA
A call to all for greater, deeper and unapologetic participation in this church

W

Michael D. Watson

e are in the middle of Transactional because the motivation for participating in a
synod assembly sea- relationship is what can be gotten out of it. Whoville because
son. All synods will the individual or the congregation or the synod or the region
meet, vote, discuss, worship or the churchwide organization believes it is entirely the
and sing. I will be at five of church.
these and can assure you that,
I’m not sure which part of Transactional Whoville Ecclethough there are delightful siology is most distressing. This ecclesiology arises from a
regional flavors, they will be transactional understanding of our relationship with God. If
remarkably similar. If we were I go to church, if I keep the commandments, if I follow Jesus,
to take a voting member from then God will do something for me. The gift of resurrection
the Pacifica Synod meeting in itself becomes a transaction. It’s like someone saying to his
Hawaii this year and plunk her or her spouse, “I love you honey, but I’m only in this mardown in the hills of Pennsylva- riage to get your pension when you die.” It’s the opposite of
nia at the Allegheny Synod Assembly, she would recognize “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19). It’s “we
what was going on.
love so God will love us.” This is a grace-less ecclesiology.
Each year from April to June a remarkable thing happens
The question should not be “What does the synod do for
across this church. We come together. Members of synods us?” or “What do we get from the synod?” Rather, transformed
participate together in the work of the ELCA and like it! by the love of God in the death and resurrection of Christ,
Congregations see the work we do together as the ELCA all the question should be “What are we able to do together as
across this country and around the world and have a sense synod?” or “What do we get to do as synod or as the ELCA?”
that they are part of something greater than themselves and
Whoville ecclesiology is isolating. It’s also really Ameriare proud of it. For a few shining days we believe and live the can. We celebrate the concept of the rugged individual. We
words of Paul: “So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, value self-determination. Autonomy is prized. We are suspiand individually we are members one of
cious of claims on us by a greater
another” (Romans 12:5).
The concept of church as the whole. The concept of church as
And then we go home.
body of Christ and that we are the body of Christ and that we are
In the Dr. Seuss story Horton Hears a members one of another, then, members one of another, then, is
Who! there is an entire civilization exist- is very countercultural.
very countercultural.
ing on a speck of dust. The moral of this
But the baptized aren’t just a colstory is that, though it might not be part of our experience, lection of individuals in the church for what they can get out
we shouldn’t discount the experience of another. After all, “a of it. We have been claimed by Christ. Paul reminds us, “You
person’s a person no matter how small.” But I think there is are not your own” (1 Corinthians 6:19). The Marine Corps
another less perky lesson to be drawn, and that is, until they has billboards that proclaim: “Serving something greater than
got into trouble the citizens of Whoville were quite content themselves.” How is it that they are better at articulating what
to believe their speck of dust was the whole world.
it means to be church together than we are?
We’re not so different. Congregations can, and often do,
This isn’t a plug for institutional survival or mindless
fall into the trap of believing that they are the church, the loyalty. It’s a call to each of us and all of us to greater, deeper
whole church, all by themselves. Coupled with some of the and unapologetic participation in the part of the church
most frequently asked questions usually raised around bud- known as the ELCA. We can have a little pride in who we
get time—“What do we get from the synod?” and “What are without irony. I believe I’ve established my theological
does the synod do for us?”—this understanding of church heft so I am allowed a little hokeyness. Here it is: We are
becomes what I call “Transactional Whoville Ecclesiology.” Team ELCA. M
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: bishop@elca.org.

50 www.thelutheran.org

This column originally appeared in the June issue of The Lutheran. Reprinted with permission.
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ELCA World Hunger

http://elca.org/hunger

More than 800 million people — that’s 1 in 8 people
in our world today — are hungry.

As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up our
sleeves and gets to work.
Working with and through our congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World
Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to
microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your
gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting
sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty.
Hunger facts
868 million people – that’s 1 in 8 – are chronically hungry and cannot lead active
daily lives. [1]
1.4 billion people live in extreme poverty, living on less than $1.25 per day. [2]
In the United States, more than 50 million people do not know where their next
meal will come from. [3]
46.2 million Americans are living in poverty. [4]
[1] Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 2012
[2] 2008 Millennium Development Goal update
[3] USDA, 2011
[4] US Census, 2012
- See more at: http://elca.org/hunger#sthash.hxKK5667.dpuf
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Zion Lutheran Church in Davenport, WA
has recently replaced their Conn 21 Artist Deluxe Organ.
It is in need of some repairs/parts.
They would be more than happy to donate it to
any congregation that is willing to put some time into
repairing it or that needs it for parts.
Please contact Kelli Wilkie, Zion Office Manager

509-725-4911

ziondavenport@yahoo.com
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LUTHERAN, EPISCOPAL WOMEN FORM NETWORK

ELCA News

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and The Episcopal Church have created a network -- Talitha
Cumi, Mujer Levantate (Women Rise Up) -- designed to identify and address some challenges Latino women face
in church and society. Six women members from each denomination met May 6, 2014, to continue to give shape
to the network and received greetings from the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop. The group of 12
first met in March 2013. The ELCA and Episcopal Church are full communion partners in which members share
a commitment to engage in ministry, witness and service together. Full communion is not a plan to merge; the
denominations share a common confessing of the Christian faith and a mutual recognition of Baptism and sharing
of the Lord’s Supper.
“My task and that of the Rev. Anthony Guillen, director of Latino Ministries in The Episcopal Church, is to support
the network (and) its goals,” said the Rev. Hector Carrasquillo, director of ELCA Latino Ministries. He said the
mission of the network is to “infuse a sense of hope and empowerment among women, promote self-confidence
and strength.”
Participants in the network will plan future conferences, retreats and other activities to highlight advocacy efforts
and develop scholarship programs to ensure participation in the network from members of both denominations.
The idea for this network surfaced from a series of retreats held between both churches in which the need to
strengthen leadership skills among Latinas was identified. Carrasquillo and Guillen have committed to working
together to support the network and identify avenues in which the gifts and skills of Lutheran and Episcopal women can be identified and utilized. Network participants will seek opportunities to attend assemblies, conventions
and other events hosted by both denominations.

We ask that you keep the ministry of the church,
our synod, and the whole world in your prayers,
as well as the people listed below . . .

We Pray

The family of Rev. Roger Pettenger at the time of his passing.
The family of Rev. Phil Falk at the time of his passing.
The family of Rev. Rick Evenson at the time of his passing.
Rev. Don Reese and his family on the passing of his wife, Keva.

Prayer Requests . . . to be included or removed from the Synod Prayer Request list,
please send your request to the synod office@ewaidsynod.org, or call 509-838-9871.

2014 Synod Assembly
Spokane, Washington
May 16-18, 2014

Thank you to all who attended the closing worship at this year’s Synod Assembly in Spokane.
Offering that was gathered totalled 4015 dollars was added to the Twenty Fifth Anniversary Campaign.
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All pastors, lay leaders, and seminarians are invited to two events hosted by
the North American Association for the Catechumenate

“Reclaiming Our Baptismal Calling:
Discipleship in a Post-Christian Culture”
Featuring Bishop Will Willimon from Duke
& National Bishop Susan Johnson, ELCIC
August 5-8, 2014
Annual Gathering including a full Catechumenate Training Event
on the University of B.C. Campus in beautiful Vancouver, Canada.
In-suite accommodations provided at the Carey Centre.
Save $50 on early bird registration due by July 1st.
ALSO: “GO MAKE DISCIPLES: AN INVITATION TO BAPTISMAL LIVING”
is a Regional Congregational Training Event offered by NAAC
Thursday, Sept. 25 thru Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014
Held at St. Johns Episcopal Church in historic Portsmouth, VA
Housing at nearby Renaissance Hotel on the Portsmouth/Norfolk Harbor
To receive special conference rate of $99 per night, reserve by Sept. 1st.






For those new to the catechumenate and also for
experienced practitioners
An immersion into the rites and rituals of this ancient
Christian practice.
Meet in small groups and experience your own spiritual
renewal.
Learn tools and how to introduce this journey of
discipleship to your parish.
Bring a team so you can learn together.
For both events, download a brochure or register online at
www.catechumenate.org
Contact Registrar Devra Betts: devrabetts@gmail.com
for scholarship information and more details.
Scholarship application deadline for both events in July 1.
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DISASTER RELIEF TEAM TRAVELS TO NEW JERSEY: 50TH TRIP

Megan Brandsrud

Recently 33 volunteers from St. Philip's Disaster Relief Ministry of St. Philip's Lutheran Church in Fridley, Minn.,
traveled to New Jersey to assist in Hurricane Sandy recovery projects. This trip marked St. Philip's Disaster Relief
Ministry's 50th trip since the ministry formed in 2006. St. Philip's Disaster Relief Ministry has traveled around the
country meeting people who have been impacted by disasters and helping them rebuild their homes.
"St. Philip's Disaster Ministry has been a great leader in volunteering to help those impacted by disasters," Lutheran Disaster Response Program Director Mike Stadie said. "I don't know of any other ELCA congregation that has
helped as many people all over the country. Their commitment to helping those in need is inspirational."
St. Philip's Disaster Relief Ministry's trip to New Jersey was coordinated by Lutheran Social Ministries of New
Jersey (LSMNJ) and A Future with Hope. You can visit LSMNJ's website for more details about this story and
Hurricane Sandy recovery efforts.

MALARIA CAMPAIGN UPDATE: UGANDA

By Jessica Nipp Hacker

Onyait Michael lives in Uganda, in an area called Katakwi. "We used to bury so many people due to malaria," he recalls,
"especially children." The children in Katakwi were dying of malaria. The hospital was far away, and when children got sick,
it was impossible to navigate the difficult roads on foot, to get medical help in time. Parents didn't have the education or the
resources that they needed to keep their children safe. And too many children were dying. So when the Lutheran Malaria
program in Uganda began, Onyait Michael volunteered to join a Village Health Team. He and his fellow volunteers were
trained in malaria prevention and control. When they graduated, they received bicycles to help them travel from village to
village in Katakwi to spread the word.
Onyait's team began right away to help equip their community with the knowledge of what malaria is, how it is transmitted,
and how they can prevent malaria from attacking their loved ones. Onyait and the other members of the Village Health
Team distribute insecticide-treated nets to the households in Katakwi, and they check in with their neighbors periodically
to make sure the nets are being used and maintained correctly. The Village Health Team also sponsors community events to
clear brush and remove areas of standing water, where mosquitoes breed. They hold regular open clinics, where sick people
can come to be tested for malaria and to receive medication right in their own village—and if a person is very sick, the team
even makes house calls!
Money from the ELCA Malaria Campaign—money that you gave—paid for the training that Onyait Michael and his colleagues received. It paid for the test kits, medicine and nets that they distribute to the people in their communities. It paid
for the bicycles that allow team members to bring health care into the villages and homes where it is most desperately needed.
Onyait says, "we used to find it difficult to move from place to place to mobilize the community members. With the bicycles
that we received from the Lutheran program, now our work has been made very easy and we are able to reach every corner
in every village to do our work. With this support, we are very determined to ensure that malaria is completely eliminated
from our communities."
The district of Katakwi has already begun to push toward that goal. Onyait is proud to say, "these activities have seen the
cases of malaria and its associated complications go down. These days we hardly even hear of a child who is rushed to the
hospital with a severe case of malaria." And children in Katakwi are no longer dying of a preventable and treatable disease.
Onyait wants you to know that your gifts are appreciated. He says, "I and my colleagues are very thankful to the ELCA
[Malaria Campaign] and Lutheran World Federation for all this support that they are giving to us. We are really very appreciative because malaria has been the number one killer of our people."
Onyait and his Village Health Team are making malaria history in Uganda. And working together with our companions in
Africa, your gifts are helping to make it possible. Thank you!

Mission of the Month
STORIES FROM THE GLOBAL CHURCH SPRING 2014

BOLIVIA
LEFT: Kari and

Sunday school
students discussing
the day’s lessons.
BELOW: Kari and the
Rev. Justin Eller,
missionaries.

Supporting Sunday schools
in Bolivia
After hearing many times that there was a need for
Lutheran materials in the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Kari Eller decided to involve her husband,
Justin, and others to create inexpensive, accessible
Sunday school materials that could be used by a
variety of teachers. With the help of the ELCA’s
Equipping God’s People Project, the Ellers were able to
coordinate and create a Sunday school book.
“We share the book with a pay-it-forward mentality in
hopes that other Spanish-speaking Lutherans around
the world who create Christian education materials,
whether they are for Sunday school, workshops,
confirmation, etc., will want to do the same and share
their resources with others as well,” Kari says.
Creating the Spanish language book was a year-long
process. The finished project can be downloaded
online for free, but because computers are not available
everywhere in Bolivia and other Spanish-speaking
countries, a print edition is also published. Five
hundred copies are printed and distributed each year.
“I can’t tell you how proud I am of all of the contributors
and the excellent work they did to make this book a
possibility,” says Kari.

The book has made it possible for a congregation with
little or no funds to have teaching materials, because
not only is it free, but it doesn’t require you to have
anything other than the Bible and other basic items that
most congregations have available. It also allows
Sunday school teachers to personalize the lessons
according to the group’s needs and interests.
Often, teachers, who are usually high school or college
students, take turns teaching classes because they
cannot commit to a full year. The hope is that even with
changing teachers and activities, the students will still
be able to hear the gospel of Christ, which is of critical
importance to Lutheran Christians.
While the Ellers have recently moved to a new
assignment in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the generous
support of ELCA members enables them and over 240
other ELCA missionaries in the global church to
continue their ministry.

Get involved!

L earn m ore: search.EL CA .org/pages/ourwork /bolivia.aspx
and EL CA .org/m issionarysponsorship

M ak e a gift to support their m inistry:
https://com m unity.EL CA .org/bolivia
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Let Down the Nets
Lifting Our Vision
Jesus First, Last, Always
God’s Grace, Our Gratitude
The Spirit Powers Us
No Fear! Transformation
Connections Multiply Miracles
Go, Tell & Serve

Please reproduce any and all articles for publication in congregational newsletters or bulletins.
The Cross Connection is also available on the synod website at
http://www.ewaidsynod.org/synodpublications.html.
Deadline for articles is the 5th of each month.

Synod Calendar
July 2014
24 Campus Ministry at EWU
Golf Tournament at the Fairways
September 2014
7
God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday
12-13 Synod Council
October 2014
4
Mission Interpreter Training
Immanuel-Moses Lake
13-16 Bishop’s Convocation
Walla, Walla, WA
24-25 Candidacy Meeting

Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our Hands

Staff
Bishop ................................................ The Rev. Martin Wells
Director for Evangelical Missions ... The Rev. Helga Jansons
Program Administrator ................................... Cathy Steiner
Assembly Manager ..............................................Karla Olson
Communication Director ........................... Gib Dominguez
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Parish Paper 1

Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod’s purchase of a subscription to The Parish Paper INCLUDES permission for each congregation within our jurisdiction to (a)
photocopy or electronically distribute for local use as many copies as it needs, (b) post them on its website, and (c) quote sentences and paragraphs.

June 2014

Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod

Parish Paper 2

Your congregation does NOT have permission (a) to delete the copyright on this page, (b) to re-write, paraphrase, or change the wording of sentences and paragraphs, or (c) to
give ANY THIRD PARTY - other than your staff and constituents permission to photocopy or reprint (in any quantity, no matter how small, whether for free distribution or sale).

