
From the Bishop                                                                                 January 2014
God’s Beloved People, 
This issue of the Cross Connection will arrive at your mailbox or in your computer sometime in mid-December, 
2013, most likely right around the time of Christmas.  In addition, this newsletter carries the news of the synod 
and calendar for January, 2014, the New Year.  What a unique moment, stretching as it does from the eternal to the 
day-to-day, from the promise of Christmas, into the unknown of the new year, the place and time during which 
the promise will be realized in-carne, in the flesh, and in time, timely and timeless!
From the Foreward (written by Patrick Keifert) to “Being Promised:  Theology, Gift and Practice,” Gregory Walter, 
(Eerdmans), 2013:

“Making promises is a day-to-day practice and habit.  Without promises, life does not move into the future.  Those 
who refuse to make or to keep their promises frustrate the work God does with us to build a trustworthy world in 
everyday ways.  The absence or failure of promise can easily break down the most basic human activities toward a 
healthy life for others and oneself.”

Maybe I’m thinking of this because the story leading the day’s news had to do with the financial exigency in Chicago 
and the threat to thousands of employee pensions, promises made during a lifetime of work and now threatened 
by the lack of capacity, or willingness, of the city to provide such pensions.  This comes on the heels of Detroit’s 
bankruptcy and the slowly evolving story of other cities in similar binds.  Promises made; promises kept or broken.
I’m thinking of this as well because during the retreat with our first call pastors the speaker asked the bishops to 
reflect on the central notion that held life, ministry, and our theology together.  Without hesitation I answered, 
“Promise.”  We worship a promise-making God!
Christmas is God’s promise time, when into flesh comes God’s participation in our daily lives.  This God is no stranger 
to time and contingency but enters our time to make it holy and to make us whole again.  
We were made people of this promise when God’s promises of life were poured over us 
at the font, promises made on human lips but with divine power and consequence ever 
since God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah.
New Year’s Eve will bring with it an invitation to make resolutions for the New Year.  
Hear first God’s “resolution,” God’s promise:  You are mine!  Nothing—even your 
failure to keep New Year’s Eve resolutions—can keep you from being the object of 
this love.  This is God’s promise! Life is full of this promise.  We fulfill life by sharing 
this promise, by “being promised” as we serve others in Christ’s name.  

Pastor Martin Wells, Bishop

The Cross Connection is a monthly publication of the 
Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod published for its clergy, 
associates in ministry, lay leadership and ecumenical partners.
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How to talk about our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
    
                                                                                                                 by Pastor Helga Jansons

It is easy for congregations to feel alone in territory as vast as ours. It takes an intentional effort to keep a 
broader perspective alive. If you are reading this, you are a person who stays connected to the synod and are 
in a good position to share what the ELCA does.   There is no “us and them” when it comes to the ELCA. We 
are all a part of the body of Christ; like an extended family. We are what the ELCA calls the “three expressions 
of the church; churchwide, synod and congregations”. “Together we do God’s work in ways that no individual, 
congregation or synod can do alone.”  We have now functioned as one church body for 25 years since January 
1988. 
As of end of 2012 there were 3,950,924 baptized members in the ELCA. There were 9,533 congregations 
organized in 65 synods in nine geographic regions. There are 18,010 leaders on the ELCA roster including 
998 associates in ministry, 64 deaconesses, 175 diaconal ministers and 16,773 ordained clergy. 
Our synod consists of 95 ministries including 2 new Latino ministry starts. The synod holds an annual synod 
assembly for people to learn together and do business / make decisions. A “churchwide” representative always 
attends synod assemblies.
More than 15 people from our synod have received ministry training in Chicago in the past few years: 
Ventures for Growing Stewards, Mission Interpretation, Mission Developer training, synod table development. 
Future leaders in ministry – pastors, youth ministers, licensed lay ministers – are also trained by the ELCA. 
Chicago staff have also come to us on many occasions.
Coaches are available for pastors and Mission Developers, Building Consultants and funding through 
Mission Investment Fund. Health insurance, pension and other financial services are through Portico.
ELCA staff and members advocate for justice – around the country and globe. Lutheran Public Policy Office 
in Olympia is now called FAN – Faith Action Network and is ecumenical.
Specialized Ministries: Campus Ministries (our synod has 3) and Outdoor ministry (our synod has 4 including 
Holden Village), chaplains (around 10) and a Regional consultant to clergy.
ELCA funds a Director for Evangelical Mission position in every synod as a resource to local churches.
There are 70 New Ministry starts and the ELCA provides up to 50% of the funding in the form of grants, 
training and support. 
We cannot be there for everyone as a congregation but each congregation’s Mission Support helps to send 
trained people who can. This way we can still do our part to help struggling 
or new and ministries. The ELCA’s motto is God’s Work. Our Hands. On our 
behalf – Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Hunger reach out 
to minister across the nation and globally To understand more see  http://
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development 
Our churchwide body is great at building bridges and participates in Inter-
faith and Ecumenical dialog.
There are many free online resources, information and stories of ministry 
available through the ELCA technology department. See  www.elca.org    
www.thelutheran.org    www.livinglutheran.org http://resources.elca.org/
Congregational_Life-Stories_of_Faith_in_Action_SOFIA_2014.html  
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Please join us in prayers of celebration for these people 
celebrating anniversaries of ordination . . .

  1/1/1989 Rev. Paul Palumbo Lake Chelan Lutheran, WA 25 years
1/2/1994 Rev. Susan Shipman Retired - Goldendale 20 years
1/15/1999 Rev. Ann Frerks Ephrata - Quincy, WA 15 years 
1/16/1999 Rev. Dawna Svaren Beijing, China 15 years

Still Available
Synod Directories are now available in paper form and on disk in PDF format.  

Please call us at 509-838-9871 or email office@ewaidsynod.org to get your copy.

Synod Mission Support Update  Fiscal Year ~ February 1, 2013 - January 31, 2014

2012 November $66,005 Year to Date $581,191
2013 November $73,599 Year to Date $628,888

SHARE Fund News

The Synod SHARE Fund (Synod Help And Response Endowment) will once again be making grants in 
the three traditional categories:  New Mission endeavors; Sabbatical support for congregations and 
rostered leaders; and emergency assistance for congregations and leaders.  Applications for a SHARE grant 
are available from the office (office@ewaidsynod.org) and are due March 1.  Grants will be announced at 
Synod Assembly in May.  Looking for a great place to make a gift?  The SHARE Endowment has given away 
more than $250,000 over the last 10 years.  To help make this Endowment grow send a gift to the Synod 
marked SHARE Endowment!

Lutheran Staff Association (LSA) Scholarships!

This organization exists to encourage and support lay employees of congregations—choir directors, admin-
istrative assistants, secretaries, youth leaders and others.  Besides networking support the group sponsors 
an annual retreat where topics of common interest are pursed in more depth and personal, supportive 
relationships are established.  This year the retreat will be held at Cannon Beach, OR, on March 9-12, 2014.  
Because of the outstanding support of congregations and leaders for the Portico Wellness initiatives, we 
have money to sponsor (registration and travel) three persons who have never had the opportunity to 
attend an LSA Retreat!  Apply through Cathy Steiner at the synod office!
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Call Process Status
A Process beginning/congregational study I Interim AP Associate/Assistant Pastor
B Names received or on-site visits in process P Pastor VP Visitation Pastor
C Call in process/issued CP Co-Pastor AIM Associate in Ministry
NV New Vacancy LP Lead Pastor L Lay Position
TC Term call SP Supply Pastor TM Transition Minister
             (available for the open-ended call)

POS LOCATION/CONGREGATION STATUS PASTORAL CARE 
P Boise, ID – King of Glory A  Kari Sansgaard LP  
P Bonners Ferry, ID – Trinity NV  Kimberly Meinecke  I
P Chewelah, WA – St. Paul NV   Betty Krafft SP
P Coeur d’Alene, ID – Trinity A  Tom Inch I  
P Gifford, ID – Good Hope A   Valerie Beesley TEEM
P Kamiah, ID -- Faith Lutheran A   Art Finney I
P Moses Lake, WA – Immanuel Lutheran B  Phylis Stromme I  
P Pocatello, ID – Church of the Good Shepherd A   Barbara Harrison-Condon I
P Sandpoint, ID – First Lutheran A Bob Chenault I
P Spokane, WA—Bethlehem Lutheran NV   Steve Wee SP
P Terrace Heights, WA—Tree of Life NV  Mo Garcia L 
P Thayne, WY—Star Valley United Church NV  Al Schoonover SP 
  

Your Church in Action 
We ask that you keep the ministry of the church, 
our synod, and the whole world as well as those 
listed below in your prayers . . .

Katie Wee, daughter of Pastor Shelley Bryan Wee and Steve Wee, for continued healing after surgery
Prayers for Pastor Dawna Svaren’s mother, Josey for recovery from a broken hip
The family of Rev. Kenneth Larsen (Oregon Synod).  Pastor Larsen passed away Nov 20, 2013.  We offer prayers of 
thanksgiving and mercy for his wife, Mary Hall
Pastor Laura Lynn (Bethel, ID) as she recovers from complications after surgery
Pastor Rick Evenson (Medical Lake, WA) as he continues treatment for multiple myeloma
Pastor Alan Eschenbacher (All Saints - Spokane) and his family as they mourn the passing of his father,                      
Gus Eschenbacher on Nov. 30. Service held Dec. 7 
Dr. Karen Bloomquist as she begins new work as Dean & Chief Administrative Officer at PLTS and CLU
Riley Hull, Grandson to Pastor Elliott and Linda Hull as he continues to battle illness
Pastor Janice Meier, for continued healing
Pastor Anne Frerks, upon installation and the start of new ministry
 We also pray for . . .
all those who minister along the less travelled road
those whose lives become more difficult in these times of inclement weather
those pastors and congregations in the midst of call process

Prayer Requests . . .  to be included or removed from the Synod Prayer Request list, 
please send your request to the synod office@ewaidsynod.org, or call 509-838-9871.

We Pray
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Let’s “Pack the Civic”
Wednesday, January 29, 2014
6:30 pm Social hour with no host bar 

7:30 pm Curtain 
Tickets $30.00 general seating 

Crazy For You
is a romantic musical comedy featuring Gershwin hits including 

“Someone to Watch Over  Me,” “Embraceable You” and “I Got Rhythm.”  
1992 Tony Award for Best Musical.

FOR TICKETS: 
 Debra Grube (509) 926-5407 Christie McKee (509) 343-5020
 office@zionlutheranspokane.org cmckee@lcsnw.org

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Eastern Washington University encounters students 
exactly where they are and embraces them with God’s grace and welcome. 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at EWU: 
Following Jesus, Loving All!

Lutheran Community Services Northwest is a non-profit human services agency helping chil-
dren and families in our community who have been victims or witnesses to sexual assault and/
or other violent crimes.   We are privileged to touch the lives of people of all ages, cultures and 
faiths. Lutheran Community Services Northwest partners with individuals, families and com-
munities for health, justice & hope. 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT LUTHERAN CAMPUS MIINISTRY AT EWU
& 

LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES NORTHWEST

Tickets Make Great Holiday Gifts!
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Revelation
Midwinter Theological 

Conference
Izaak Walton Inn - Essex, MT

January 27-29, 2014 
Dr. Craig Koester

Revelation is a book that has generated 
both fear and hope. People inside and out-
side the church have been intrigued with 
its vivid word pictures of the Lamb and 
Beast, Babylon and New Jerusalem. Pop-
ular media features attempt to turn the 
book into a timeline of cosmic destruc-
tion, even as people in our pews experi-
ence the book in their worship and hym-
nody—often without knowing it. In these 
sessions we will explore Revelation’s 
compelling witness to the Creator and the 
Lamb, and ask how the book might con-
tinue to speak through preaching, teaching 
and worship in our congregations.

Cost includes 2 nights lodging, 
2 breakfasts, and full suppers 

Staying in a single: 
Regular $418/New to Ministry, 

LPA, lay $408
Staying in a double: 

Regular $299/New to ministry, 
LPA, lay $289/Spouse not attending 

sessions $219
Commuters: Clergy $80/New to minis-

try, LPA $70
Scholarship funds available to help with cost.

Continuing Professional 
Education Opportunities



More Continuing Professional Education Opportunities
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 American and Lutheran Evangelicalism

 February 25  Bethlehem - Kalispell, MT 9am-3pm 

 March 4 First English - Great Falls, MT 9am-3pm
 

Dr. Paul Seastrand – Pastor at Zion Lutheran in Lewistown

Lutherans who are comfortable being called “evangelical” are often curious about Christians called “Evangel-
icals” with a capital E. While Lutherans see themselves as evangelicals committed to infant baptism, liturgical 
worship, and a Bible infallible in matters of faith and salvation, Evangelicals see themselves committed to believ-
er’s baptism, experimental worship, and a Bible infallible in nearly all matters. At the same time, many Lutherans 
are hard-pressed to distinguish the origins and deep differences between these two ways of being evangelical.
This class outlines the history of Evangelicalism in America, along with the theology of believer’s baptism, the 
role of experience, the interpretation of the Bible, the understanding of ordained ministry, and the engagement 
with culture and politics. These, in turn, are compared to Lutheran teachings. We hope to gain additional per-
spective and depth on some of the enormous changes affecting Christianity today.

5 Contact Hours
$65 Clergy and Rostered Leaders
$30 LPA and lay ministers

A Bowen Family Systems Theory Workshop 
Inside/Outside: Emotional Triangles and Leadership

After “differentiation of self ” the concept of the emotional triangle and its applications is widely considered 
the most important of the eight concepts of Bowen's theory.  This workshop of seven two-hour sessions will 
study triangles and self-differentiation, their relationship and application for emotional maturity and lead-
ership.  This workshop will be led by W. Thomas Soeldner, and is open to those who have a working knowl-
edge of Bowen Family Systems Theory, and will be limited to the first eight persons who sign up.  Sessions 
will be scheduled every two weeks beginning on Thursday, January 16, 2014, at Salem Lutheran Church, 
1428 W Boradway Ave, Spokane, through the first week of April (dates and location for subsequent ses-
sions will be determined by participants at the first session).  To express interest or to ask questions contact 
Tom Soeldner at waltsoe@allmail.net or by phone at (509)270-6995.

The first session will be a thorough review of Bowen's concept of the emotional triangle, which he called 
the basic molecule (the smallest basic unit) of any emotional system.  The next five sessions will each con-
sist of a short presentation on an aspect of emotional triangles and their relationship to self-differentiation 
followed by a consideration of case studies brought by participants.  The final session will be case study 
work and a final summary of the triangle and self-differentiation 
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2014 Synod Assembly
 

May 16-18 at the Doubletree by Hilton Spokane City Center 
  
COSTS PER PERSON:
 

SINGLE OCCUPANCY   $505
 Includes:  Registration, Single occupancy housing nights of 5/16 and 5/17, 
Meals (Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast)

RETIRED ROSTERED SINGLE OCCUPANCY   $430
 Includes:  Registration, Single occupancy housing nights of 5/16 and 5/17, 
Meals (Friday dinner,  Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner, Sunday 
breakfast)

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY   $380
 Includes:  Registration, Double occupancy housing nights of 5/16 and 5/17, 
Meals (Friday dinner,  Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner, Sunday 
breakfast)

RETIRED ROSTERED DOUBLE OCCUPANCY   $305
 Includes:  Registration, Double occupancy housing nights of 5/16 and 5/17, 
Meals (Friday dinner,  Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner, Sunday 
breakfast)

COMMUTER   $330
 Includes:  Registration, no housing,  Meals (Friday dinner, Saturday break-
fast, lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast)

RETIRED ROSTERED COMMUTER   $255
 Includes:  Registration, no housing,  Meals (Friday dinner, Saturday break-
fast, lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast)

EXTRA NIGHTS HOUSING 
The cost is $115 per night or $58 if double occupancy. 
 

 A late fee of $50 per person will be charged 
for registrations made after April 7.

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN MALAYSIA’S GRANT TO ELCA  AIDS TYPHOON RELIEF
In a “remarkable act of accompaniment,” the Lutheran Church in Malaysia sent $10,000 to the elca to help meet the needs of 
survivors of Typhoon Haiyan.  “This is an extraordinary and remarkable act of accompaniment.  It is a privilege for the ELCA to 
count on the support of its companions,” said the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla, ELCA executive director for global mission.  “We 
are being church together for the sake of the world, particularly the Philippines as they try to recover from this natural disaster.”
“It is this togetherness in mission that brings us together as we embrace our respective church’s gifts and engagements in mis-
sion,” said Franklin Ishida, ELCA area program director for Asia-Pacific.  “Our accompaniment with the Lutheran Church in 
Malaysia runs deep,” said Ishida.  The Lutheran Church in Malaysia contributed funds to the ELCA in 2008 to help survivors of 
an earthquake in Sichuan, China, and in 2011 to support earthquake and tsunami recovery efforts in Japan.  
Through Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA members gave $1 million to Lutheran World Relief for the distribution of cooking 
utensils, shelter repair kits and debris removal in typhoon-affected communities.  Lutheran Disaster Response International is 
also providing assistance to the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, an ELCA companion.  This response is being coordinated 
with The Lutheran World Federation.  Financial gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will be used 100 percent to support relief 
efforts for survivors of the typhoon.  Information about Lutheran Disaster Response is available at www.ELCA.org/typhoon.
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Reach Out!
2014 Lutheran Staff Association Conference

March 9-12, 2014
“I reach out for your commands, which I love, that I may 

meditate on your decrees.” - Psalm 119:48

Speaker:  Rev. Mark Nelson
Coordinator for Missional Leadership 

Region 1, ELCA

2014 Lutheran Staff Association Conference 
Cannon Beach, Oregon

Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center  -  March 9-12, 2014 
Workshops and Leaders

Ecumenism at Work in Alaska - Pr. Diane Krauszer, Mat-Su P.L.U.M.E. Outreach, Alaska
How to make PowerPoint Worshipful and not distracting - Laura Lease, LSA Board Member

Social Media - we’ve not yet settled on the speaker for this
Telecommuting - We all do it! How do you do it? - A Peer Discussion Group

Please visit us on Facebook      If you have any questions please email us at lutheranstaff@gmail.com
There will be a $25.00 late fee when registering after February 14th for the conference.

See what’s happening at 

Luther Heights 
http://www.lutherheights.org

Where in the synod is that?  
Did you know that the ELCA has a theo-
logical resource board on Pinterest?  There 
are many wonderful ecumenical resources 
that can be helpful to ELCA congregations 
- whether they are stewardship, Christian 
education, leadership development re-
sources, or other congregational resources!  
Here is the link for ELCA Resources 

Pinterest page: http://www.pinterest.com/KMatthiasLong/boards/

November’s photo was taken in the sanctuary at All Saints Lutheran Church - Spokane, WA.   Please send 
us your photos for use in an upcoming newsletter.
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Please reproduce any and all articles for publication in congregational newsletters or bulletins.  
The Cross Connection is also available on the synod website at www.ewaidsynod.org.  

Deadline for articles is the 5th of each month.

God’s Work.  Our Hands.

 Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
 God’s work. Our Hands

Staff

Bishop  ...............................................  The Rev. Martin Wells
Director for Evangelical Missions  .. The Rev. Helga Jansons
Program Administrator  ..................................  Cathy Steiner
Assembly Manager  .............................................Karla Olson
Communication Director  ..........................  Gib Dominguez

Synod Calendar

December
23-27 Synod Office Closed - Christmas
31 Synod Office Closed - New Year
January 2014
1-2 Synod Office Closed - New Year’s Day
16 Latino Table Meeting @ Faith - Toppenish
23 Executive Committee Meeting
24-25 Synod Council Meeting 
 (Prince of Peace - Spokane)
29 LCM-EWU and LCSNW Fundraiser
 @ Spokane Civic Theatre “Crazy for You”
February 2014
23 PLU Sunday

Let Down the Nets
Lifting Our Vision

           Jesus First, Last, Always
God’s Grace, Our Gratitude

The Spirit Powers Us
No Fear! Transformation

Connections Multiply Miracles
Go, Tell & Serve
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Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod’s purchase of a subscription to The Parish Paper INCLUDES permission for each congregation within our jurisdiction to (a) 
photocopy or electronically distribute for local use as many copies as it needs, (b) post them on its website, and (c) quote sentences and paragraphs.
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Your congregation does NOT have permission (a) to delete the copyright on this page, (b) to re-write, paraphrase, or change the wording of sentences and paragraphs, or (c) to 
give ANY THIRD PARTY - other than your staff and constituents permission to photocopy or reprint (in any quantity, no matter how small, whether for free distribution or sale).


