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Hospitality in a hungry world

By the Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, bishop

r.Amy G. Oden
Dwi Il bethekey-
note speaker at
thisyear’s Northwest
Washington Synod
Assembly. Sheis
the author of God's
Welcome: Hospital-
ity for a Gospel-
Hungry World. |
must confessthat |
wasn't impressed
when | heard this
title. Hospitality is
one of those often-
discussed, yet seldom-experienced words the church has
been throwing around lately.
| waswrong. Her approach to understanding God's
welcomeischallenging. For her, hospitality isabout God
and what God isup to, not about us and our friendliness.
Certainly friendly people are needed in hospitality. She
identifiesthat hospitality takes readiness, risk, repentance
and recognition. The stance of the church and of individ-
ual Christiansisabout our new lifein Christ. The stance

isone of hospitality to the stranger and the friend.

Thisapproach believesthat God will use those who
| know and those who | have not yet met to change me.
Hospitality isabout receiving agift from God in theform
of theonel am meeting for thefirst time. It isastance of
humility that says: | can receive something that | needin
the act of recognizing God’swork in the other person.

| have experienced our hospitality asawelcometo
those who will not challenge us. We grew asachurch
body in Americaby welcoming those who were ethni-
cally and culturally like us. We arein many parts of this
church still welcoming those who grew up in communi-
tieslike ours. Welcoming the stranger often requiresthe
stranger to become morelike us.

God becomes one of usin order to welcome usinto the
body of Christ. Theincarnation isabout God'swelcome
in spite of our rebellion. We are called to share thiswel-
come with those who we know and those who we have
yet to meet.

Oden has written athought-provoking and challeng-
ing book. | look forward to hearing more from her at the
assembly. | invite your engagement with her and with her
book aswe continueto be welcomed by God and aswe
seek to serve with God' s hospitality intheworld. [

A time to gather for worship and business

he 2010 Northwest Washington Synod Assembly will

take place on Friday, May 14, and Saturday, May 15, at
the Everett Events Center. The churchwide representative
isthe Rev. Ruben Duran.

As Bishop Boerger mentioned in the above article, our
keynote speaker for the assembly isDr. Amy G. Oden,
dean and professor of history of Christianity at Wesley
Theological Collegein Washington, D.C. Pursuing her
interestsin the history of Christianity and hospitality, she
recently finished abook: God’'s \Welcome: Hospitality for
a Gospel-Hungry World. The assembly themeis based on
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the message Oden sharesin the book: “Living the Good
News of God's Welcome.”

Voting memberswill elect avice president, secretary,
roughly half of the positions on synod council, and voting
memberswho will represent the Northwest \Washington
Synod at the 2011 EL CA Churchwide Assembly.

Documentswill not be mailed to congregationsthis
year. All documentswill be posted to www.luther ansnw.
or g/assembly. The synod assembly committee will be
using onlineregistration again thisyear. Please check the
synod’'sWeb site for information asit becomes available.
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The word that shall
not be spoken

By the Rev. John LaMunyon

lead an “evangelism” workshop
inthe central Idaho panhandle.

Knowing there would be competi-
tionfor attention that day, | gavethe
workshop thetitle, “ The Word That
Shall Not Be Spoken.” Morethan 50
people attended. Attention and par-
ticipation remained high throughout
the day. At the end of the event, one
grizzled old fellow asked, “ Sowhat’s
theword that can’t be spoken?”’

“Evangelism,” | said.

“You'vegot to bekidding me,” he
responded. “ You mean |’ ve wasted
my whole day heretalking about
evangelism?’

I’ve never used theword since,
except under great protest. What
is happening at Sammamish Hills
Lutheran these daysisn’t evangelism
inthetraditional sense. Thereareno

Some yearsago | was asked to

LaMunyon is pastor of Sammamish Hills
Lutheran Churchin Issaquah.

B%The Lutheran - www.thelutheran.org
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training programs, no “invite your
friendsto church” postersonthe
wall. Instead, we're striving to dis-
cover the answer to an age-old ques-
tion, “How did Jesus do this?’
Along theway the congregation
has stopped doing some things and
has started three seemingly ssmple
thingsor, at least, strengthened and
continually emphasized them. The
cost of the“stops” has been both
financial and numeric. Inworship
we' ve stopped believing the quality
of the performance is moreimportant
than the character of the worship
leaders. In programmatic ministries,
we' ve stopped making sure every
ministry reportsto apastor’soffice.
The most important “ stop” isthat
the pastors, including myself, have
stopped trying to meet everyone's
needs or, the opposite, to discover
and usetheir gifts. Thisisalso where
we cometo the“ starts.” We are now

Community develops when people

of faith gather fora common meal.
Here members of Grace Chinese and
Sammamish Hills Lutheran churches
gather fora common meal of American
and Chinese food.

most ofteninvolvedin replicating
our ministries by training other lead-
ers. Those other leadersthen, inturn,
train and work with others.

What isthistraining? Thereare
three primary aspects: 1) To encour-
age leaders and members of the
congregation to devel op adevotional
life of Bible study, prayer and medi-
tation, in addition to the corporate
disciplines of word and sacrament.
2) To encourage membersto share
that devotional lifewith othersona
regular basisin homesfor mealsand
study. 3) To go beyond the bounds of
their congregation by living and talk-
ing about their faith in their daily life
and service.

Although it soundsfairly straight-
forward, there are stumbling blocks.
In the area of deepening one’sdevo-
tional life, the congregation hasreal-
ized that there are always excuses.
But those who have taken the chal-
lenge have found that their life of
faith has deepened. Asresources
for daily devotionswe encourage
the Faith Five (www.faithink.com)
or the Daily Text materials (www.
moravian.org/daily_texts).

Mike Breen of 3D Ministries
(www.3dministries.com) isfond of
saying, “If you take meal s and moun-
tainsout of the Bible, all that'sleftis
50 pages of geneal ogiesand L eviti-
cus.” Intruth, oncefolksare gathered
around atable, incredible things
happen. Stories of joy and sorrow are
shared, laughter abounds and friend-
shipsdeepen. Along theway, faithis
deepened aswell.

Perhapsthe greatest enemy of
shared mealsisan acronym that
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What are they doing

At the Church of the Beloved?

t might feel likealiving room

becauseitisaliving room. Church
of the Beloved gathers every Sunday
evening in ahistoric Edmonds man-
sion. Rosewood Manor isaso home
toanintentional Christian community
that | startedin 2002. Ten community
members/residentslivein the 8,500-
sguare-foot manor. They offer hos-
pitality and keep aweekly rhythm of
meal and prayer. Somehavecalled it
a“mini-Holden Village,” possessing
asimilar sense of community, sustain-
ability and rootednessin the grace of
Jesus (but without the mountainous
seclusion).

Church of the Beloved hopesto
purchase Rosewood Manor and reno-
vate thelandmark to better reach out
to the surrounding neighborhoods.

Already the congregation hosts
benefit concerts, craft markets, films,
garden workshops, book clubsand
classesfor emerging leaders. L eaders
desireto beacenter of renewal for
theimmediate community aswell as
for churcheslooking for imaginative
waysto proclaim God'sgood newsin
Jesus Christinanincreasingly “post-
Chrigtian” climate. So here’syour
invitation. Visit usonline at www.
belovedschurch.or g and/or in person
a 5 p.m. on Sundaysat 8104 220th St.
SW in Edmonds.

Areyou up for anincarnationa
adventure? Every great ideahas
aback story: After eucharist one
evening some Beloveds got to won-
dering, “How might we better pray
for our neighbors?’ Someone said,

Continued from page B

Pastor Will Sappington penned:
CHAOS: “Can’'t Have Anyone Over
Syndrome.” Why? The carpet is
dirty, the houseisamess, the furni-
ture needsreplacing, etc. To counter
CHAOQS, Cheri and | have hosted
many gatherings at our home. Even
though our houseisin the middle of
aremodeling project, we' ve hosted
formal dinnerswith as many as 100
people (some even sitting on the
stairs) or asfew asfive.

It doesn’'t matter what the setting
is. Assoon as the food comes out,
the backdrop isforgotten and you
find the sort of deep community that
always develops when people of faith
gather together for acommon meal.

Thefinal “start” isanatural pro-
gression of the other two. If someone

1A&B NW Wash (april).indd 3

isexcited about what’s happeningin
their life, they will tell their friends.
No evangelism program is needed.

After several years of declining
worship attendance, Sammamish
Hills Lutheran saw asmall uptick
inworship attendancein 2009. Of
greater importanceisthe character of
folkswalking inthe door. It wasn't
very long ago that newcomerswould
ask, “What can this church do for
me?’ Without exception, that ques-
tion has been replaced by: “How can
| servethrough this church?’

The members of Sammamish
Hills Lutheran Church are actively
engaged in training and sending out
hundreds of disciples, who also carry
with them the gift of, and aptitude
for, sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ with others. []

“Well, let’sjust ask them!” Another
said, “ Yeah! We could give out self-
addressed, postmarked postcardsthat
say: ‘Wewerewondering how to pray
for our neighbors and thought we'd
ask you. Write, draw or collage your
prayer on the back of thispostcard and
popitinthemail.” We could designate
awall inour worship spaceto post

all the postal prayersand pray for our
neighbors' specific needs each week.”
Welooked around thetable and real -
ized wewere on to something.

We thought thisideawastoo good
to keep to ourselves. Thisincarna-
tional adventure hasthe potential
to giveyou aclearer sense of your
neighbor’s spirituality, needs and
concerns—all important informa-
tion with which to better love your
neighbors. It givesyou acreative way
to engage your neighbor’sheartsina
nonthreatening and public way. And,
lastly, it givesyou aunique chance
toinform and stimulate your prayers
for God’'smissioninyour local
neighborhood.

Let’stry thistogether and seewhat
happens. Call me at 206-356-7976 or
e-mail ryan@belovedschurch.org.
Let’'sdream about what God isuptoin
your neck of thewoods. []

Ryan Marsh
Marshisa synodically authorized minister.

Rosewood Manor in Edmonds.
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