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Coming to terms with the times  
Do we assume Jesus? In her April 

column for The Lutheran, Presiding 

Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton reminds 

us that the best thing about the 

church is Jesus. But she wonders if 

we have lost the language to 

speak about God's love. After all, 

telling about God's love is more important than 

creating programs, attracting young people 

and paying for the boiler. Read her column 

here. This article originally appeared in the April 

issue of The Lutheran. Reprinted with permission. 
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The Rev. Jim Drury 
Pastor Jim Drury who served Sitka Lutheran from 1992-2008 died Tuesday morning of 

complications following open heart surgery. Pastor Stan Berntson, who served at First 

Lutheran-Ketchikan and as skipper of the MV Christian, will bring a greeting from the 

Alaska Synod at the funeral. Read here to see Ascension St. Matthew's Church post on 

Jim's passing. 
 

 

 

Nominations at Synod Assembly 
The Alaska Synod Nominations Committee is seeking a few more individuals to stand on 

the ballots at Assembly for elections. Three positions still need nominees and are currently 

uncontested. Other ballot positions are open and descriptions may be found here. 

Nominate yourself or someone else with this form or contact the Synod Office. 
 

 

 

 
Synod Assembly: Sign-Up for Pre-Assembly Workshops 
Pre-Assembly Workshops will be at Trinity Lutheran Church - 10355 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy 

(Rides to Trinity Lutheran will be available from Good Shepherd at 9:10am 

Lunch for Pre-Assembly Workshop Participants will be at Trinity) 

Workshops are from 9:30-11:30am. Details and Sign-up if you plan to attend:  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmod3lfpyL7Dqkt1k7SkYWH5Lm2yQA7ipPopjQ6mF15HWo9UMsCbrvON_veO6FscRTR6AS3ROXN_7nVi5F1L3b1RXXWJAQZNxMnxaS_9wX64l1k_kdHrB3-URtOVmhkZ5FLl9wNyIk7bqlXtm9oqRW8bKjFZK-Azc8P5pJTx_B5ndh3SFfLwfRudg==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmod3lfpyL7Dqkt1k7SkYWH5Lm2yQA7ipPopjQ6mF15HWo9UMsCbrvON_veO6FscRTR6AS3ROXN_7nVi5F1L3b1RXXWJAQZNxMnxaS_9wX64l1k_kdHrB3-URtOVmhkZ5FLl9wNyIk7bqlXtm9oqRW8bKjFZK-Azc8P5pJTx_B5ndh3SFfLwfRudg==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmo2X_K8PU2TXLXlKIhqtQollXC3X4Pl3KgBK0nV9EDkuVSKyfBSZlbrBjApxpxv52x71az_yadvd5zww0fz5Tg121WobSs1Vgn5Uk9C5ueUsZYw-FT8bzkA4c_iiI1Uwkt7Fa-SPs-nut0c0IAzMrFTYCvQeRv9wiwQCbqnUSHK93WfcvkAuXr0uqOp_xLNqtjd_F3g0dxFXAvam2jKotjP6-I8KZzvkvjgz0-Vp4R4Pd1ulYnLyowxSsnKkxgC00lw8ubAsCV01hDSHK29-qJE_cqudCcIwe4&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmoXOW0FbxNnwECcPQ6hEcF06RPkNnruFVQcx36C7rwnYBKL5TDGJGzznQRQEXTrRVy7jWyib9UgGmz0DnPuunT_3PmMpdvrUXFBe6-yIui0JyPclXqBu0JSW1O51AklhM1HXpYfKfBga5son_-i-5XT4Zzv8x13JmmS58EES1s41lTCNzfqp47nA==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmoeU5-YxzX4d9YYH0HkHqL4qw0_eNtFjRPsh7Gsp22Xg4KZFUmPwKnETNf0NnVteDtwaAlrjFU4IlxjCMt4oOH_8qAHzny4oBvc5O2HCNfjaQus_Dy1kTxY7sVRV1fwuHLbWjpnZFBJi5BBF8vYwhR4MWmoq0c58BKFZpKGXPOmmZAz-px-rwuRA==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQb-ITSjFqq5vQ1kO_NsSadgkbXfI8IbYI22X1rgPhGh0zvMn0et0qpL5h5pPebjJ-m-eXVJUB6ABKfJpgl7olm0fQtYUWxJSOiAaXzwTw2oCMNBoM9fu9k8=&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQb-ITSjFqq5vQ1kO_NsSadgkbXfI8IbYI22X1rgPhGh0zvMn0et0qpL5h5pPebjJ-m-eXVJUB6ABKfJpgl7olm0fQtYUWxJSOiAaXzwTw2oCMNBoM9fu9k8=&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQb-ITSjFqq5vQ1kO_NsSadgkbXfI8IbYI22X1rgPhGh0zvMn0et0qpL5h5pPebjJ-m-eXVJUB6ABKfJpgl7olm0fQtYUWxJSOiAaXzwTw2oCMNBoM9fu9k8=&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQb-ITSjFqq5vQ1kO_NsSadgkbXfI8IbYI22X1rgPhGh0zvMn0et0qpL5h5pPebjJ-m-eXVJUB6ABKfJpgl7olm0fQtYUWxJSOiAaXzwTw2oCMNBoM9fu9k8=&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==


www.elcaalaska.net/workshop-sign-up.html 
 

 

Hands for Hunger Photos  
The Alaska Synod Mission Table and Assembly Planning Team are collecting photos of your 

congregation engaged in Hunger Ministry for a display at Assembly. If you have photos of 

your congregation at work in ministry please email them to elcaalaska@gmail.com or 

bring them by the Synod Office. Deadline: April 10th. 
 

 

 

Collegium for Rostered Leaders  
Please Register. Registration was due by March 20th. If you plan to attend, please sign-up 

post-haste. Event: Tuesday, April 21-Thursday, April 23, Holy Spirit Retreat Center, 10980 

Hillside Drive, Anchorage, AK 99507. 
 

 

 

Save Money with Portico 
Time is running out to complete the Portico Health Assessment and help save thousands of 

dollars across the synod in health care premiums. We need 13 more clergy and/or their 

spouses who are Portico members to complete the assessment. Hurry! Deadline: April 30th. 

www.porticobenefits.org 
 

 

 

Where to Send Mission Support 

Recently, the ELCA Churchwide organization sent out an announcement that they had 

established a new lock-box for mission support and designated gifts. Our Region 1 

Financial Services Office is something unique within the ELCA. We want you to know 

that you should still send your mission support to the PO Box 94432, Seattle, WA 98124-

6732 address. You can find remittance forms on our website at 

www.elcaalaska.net/forms.html. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call the 

synod office, 907-272-8899. 
 

 

 

Show You Love Kids 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time to raise awareness and provide resources about ways in which 

communities can ensure children are safe.  The faith based community plays a key role in our communities 

across the state. Alaska has one of the highest rates of child abuse and neglect in the nation. You can help us 

change these statistics.  To find out more information, please go to www.alaskachildrenstrust.org.  You can 

also email tstorrs@alaskachildrenstrust.org if you have any questions. 
 

 

RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Risk Reporter 
This resource from Church Mutual offers insights for leading your congregation safely and effectively. The 

Spring 2015 issue includes: 
*A Practical Guide to Peaceful Protest 
*Managing Your Risks: Sweep Hazards Out of Kitchens 
*Seasonal Spotlight: Host a Safe, Successful Yard Sale 
*Q/A Perspective: Managing Work Related Injuries  

 

 

 

Marijuana Talk Kit 
"Marijuana is a plant. It's natural. How harmful could it be?" 
"But YOU smoked weed when YOU were younger." 

"Would you rather I drink alcohol? Weed is so much safer." 

Would you know what you'd say if confronted with these tough questions or arguments by 

your teen? Don't be speechless- check out the Marijuana Talk Kit. 
 

 

 

Board and Council Governance 
Join Church Mutual's webinar at no cost to understand the fiduciary responsibilities of your 

board/council members, and learn best practices to protect your organization. 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVkAWw7iwt1udXhAHtL0ljhyShjJ1azg5I46pzMwy6aVhy-ptvFjrQ26rIPW3yvcxpqeUevjWid4SLzp-4l9qPiP2SiUEZJFuEw2oQEGlnOuBRTHi02F5nzeIFHWiALmK_qya-EyNPF3Y7zPgYIH858=&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
mailto:elcaalaska@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQest5CsWOyhZXtCEcjV6TdIvCGd2qQNlKLokSZRB0XOCrMHfHevT0bvouK-VY5262teE6-eM0mazuqHE0g1FJqcjSdXYsqVWcg7JWR5d0-AsOdh4F4QK0fkYt-XFUEAGa0sZkXAw-HK6398QpiNBR5l6I48uiWpvxw==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQWOpOshbhiYEqkhz3-HofwwopUyFUJX8E349Yz9K9SadV3U4OzkQJow_1he9e0_jkIwfaoYMmv-rh-Mjv5ruNGHduKE7hVcs4DziWbUOjSvT82ZEZClY89qIe9xAIR9FZg==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmoXLK0cEkQIm095vGzQHQ_8rITkqZ-C3OoJsJLB1hXzODwZQXiKj80X4CFEfKdflgWu25wyqFhJL00PWpFsZMx-r63H127iT4ujIzj2N6l23F9GvwXyAtm7njVEyQMy6W61VFu_U5FtBmsrUNI1oL4u64WS0NdB7b5Ng-c_poCtaHrVi1dLnfk8Q==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yG5u8xPkASKQUcjtziU-7MeKq07W111RRH7m7EG-pkfn1TDq5fKNQVVFjIcNjmmoirnpf_PmhuHKTr1cBxtS5HaqQScZmhVBDv361mQM9fUMqNp1icWnrGWwqbeYZsJc6UftQbMe3iP4f9_3mw51ALZ44odvwu-XCGgGJW2dxDctgzeuzTOyx4WeUsE9Xp4BagOOY9QzXcy20o2RHEcBDw==&c=7gdXNkn-5aNpyvxzvLoIYnZL5x6jRI9eRj_ij9UXXytbKlAVwPSSvw==&ch=QwX_-U74xofKW04ywTyB_O90S-3tIgDJqkYo9VnRgV2DdxL1sgZNHQ==
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The Thomas Center for Senior Leadership 
A ministry developed by St Mary's Episcopal Church invites our ecumenical partnership. An 

orientation to this unique housing development and faith community will be April 19th. 

Feel free to distribute the bulletin insert, brochure or visit thomascenterak.com 
 

 

 

Churchwide Employment Opportunities 
The Mission Advancement Unit at the ELCA Churchwide Office is seeking qualified individuals for two 

positions: Associate Editor- details here, and a Manager of Digital Media Strategy details here. These 

positions and more are displayed on the ELCA Job Board. 
 

 

 

 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Seeks Kitchen Manager 
The congregation seeks to hire an individual part-time to manage their commercial 

kitchen. Applicants need not be members of Good Shepherd Lutheran. Details are 

available here. 
 

 

EVENTS  

 

Theater of War 
April 16th. 5:00-6:30 pm. Wilda Marston Theater, ZJ Loussac Library 

Theater of War presents an ancient Greek tragedy- about the suicide of a great, 

respected warrior- to help war veterans discuss the visible and invisible wounds of war. The 

presentations are intended to foster understanding and compassion and to help improve 

the lives of service members, veterans and their families. Details here. To reserve seats 

(free) please visit eventbrite.com. 
 

 

 

Prepare-Enrich Training 
April 21st. 9:30am- 4:00pm. St. Mark Lutheran Church. 3230 Lake Otis Pkwy, Anchorage. 

Rev. Carol George will be facilitating a certification class using Prepare-Enrich pre-marital, 

marriage, and family counseling materials. Cost: $185. If you are already a certified 

Prepare-Enrich facilitator you are welcome to register as a refresher for just $35. 

For Registration phone Pastor Carol at (907)227-7501 or at St. Mark (907)276-6231. 
 

 

 
  

 

Domestic Violence Help 
Click Here for contact information on crisis teams across Alaska and to find programs in your area that can 

help. 

Click Here for resources from the ELCA website for helping nurture families dealing with Domestic 

Violence. 
 

 

 
   

 

  

Alaska Synod, ELCA | 907-272-8899 

1847 W Northern Lights Blvd. #2 

Anchorage, AK 99517 

elcaalaska@gmail.com |www.elcaalaska.net 
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