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THE AmERICAn LUTH_ERAn CHURCH 

nrJRTH PACIFIC DISTRICT 

CONGREGATIONAL HISTORICAL RECORD 

NAM: OF CONGREGATION Brevig Memorial Lutheran Church 

STREET ADmESS _G_e_n_e_r_a_l_D_e_l_i_v_e_r~y _________________________ _ 

Brevig Mission, Alaska 99785 

PHONE ( 907 ) 642-3500 

LOCATION CnlRECTIONS BY WHICH TO Cct-£ TO lriE ClfJROi): 

Summer: by boat or by bush plane 
Winter: sno machine, dog team, or bush plane 

n4TE OF ORGANIZATION August, 1894/0iURCH BODY IN hHICH ORGANIZED .......................... ...._ ______ _ 

PASTORS Wl-0 HAVE SERVED THIS CONGREGATION UWES AND YEARS): 
Missionaries and Pastors: 
T. L. Brevig 
D. W. Turnoe 
H. M. Tjernagel 
T. L. Brevig 
Mr. Theo. Gulhaugen 
Oluf Fosso 
Cornelius Malmin 
Elmer Dahle 
Deaconess Anna M. Huseth 
Miss Helen Frost 
Miss Mabel Lien 
Mr. Jesse B. Olson 
O. E. Skavlan 
S. S. Klyve (died there) 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
Otis Lee 
Norval Hegland 
Albert O. Tastad 
Miss Bertha Stedje 

1894-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1913 
1913-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1924 
1924-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1934 
1934-1938 
1938-1944 
1945-1950 
1949-1952 
1952-1955 
1955-1956 · 
1956-1958 

Norval Hegland 1958-1960 
N. C. Renslo 1961-1962 
Miss Bertha Stedje 1962-1965 
Lee H. Luebke 1965-1967 
Bruce Engebretson (Intern)1967-1968 
David Hedman (Intern) 1968-1969 
Roger Koester (intern) 1969-1971 
Keith Forrest~r (intern) 1971-1972 
Larry Rorern (intern) 1972-1973 
James Picnalook, Sr. 1973-1977 

(part-time Lay) 
Joan Jesperson (Intern) 
Rich Noeldner 
Steve Frock 
Susan Tjorneho 
David Wangaard 

1978-1979 
1979-1982 

.. 1982-1983 
1983-
1983-



THE AmERICAn LUTH_ERAn CHURCH 

ORTH PACIFIC ISTRICT 
SEP . 5 19.84 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L H I S T O I C A L R E C O R D SEP s 19$4 
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STREET ADmESS 

eU.-e11 ~\:.. qqT1 6vw--<..i k..t ...... :s ..... iil->:..·n~,, ...:..;;~..i...::,k...__ __ _ 

PHONE ( C\o ) l?~t.l:;!..;2;__--=-~ ~=--~-------...!..::1.------=---

LOCATION fuIRECTIONS BY WHICH TO Ca-£ TO THE Cl-«.JRQ-1): 
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DATE OF ORGANIZATION i/9¥7- /Q-IURCH BODY IN hHICH ORGANIZED 4J:-1 • C,,,.. 

PASTORS Wl-0 HAVE SERVED THIS CONGREGATION (tw.Es AND YEARS): 
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ALC - NPD CONGREGATIONAL HISTORICAL RECORD 

Conference Alaska Conference Number 55-01 --------------

City Brevig Mission State Alaska Zip 99785 

Congregation Brevig Memorial Lutheran Church 

Street Address __ G_e_n_~_a_l_D_e_l_i_v_e_r~y _______________ _ 

Mailing Address, if different ____________________ _ 

Phone, Church: 907 I 642-3500 

Phone, Parsonage: 9o7 I 642-3500 

Organized 1894 - August 
Year Mo. /Day 

Pastors who have served: 

P as tors a n d M is s io n a r ie s : 

T. L. Brevig 
D. W. Turnoe 
H. M. Tjernagel 
T. L. Brevig 
Mr. Theo. Gulhaugen 
Oluf Fosso 
Cornelius Malmin 
Elmer Dahle 
Deaconess Anna M. Huseth 
Miss Helen Frost 
Miss Mabel Lien 
Mr. Jesse B. Olson 
O. E. Skavlan 
S. S. Klyve 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
( c 0 "th1i:ry-<Me~ that occurred: 

in A. L. C. 

From To 

1894 .::.. 1908 
1910 

1913 
1908 -
1910 -
1913 
1916 
1917 
1920 
1921 
1924 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1934 
1938 
1945 

1916 
- 1917 
- 1920 
- 1921 
- 1924 
- 1928 
- 1929 
- 1930 
- 1934 
-1938 
-1944 
-1950 

Synod 

With _____________ ___.. _______ _ Date __________ _ 

Congregation's former name(s), if any Reindeer Station 
Teller Mission 

Former church locations, if any: 

Dates ? to ? --- ----

Dates ___ to ___ _ 



Pastors and Missionaries, continued: 

Otis Lee 
Norval Hegland 
Albert O. Tastad 
Miss.Bertha Stedje 
Norval Hegland 
N. C. Renslo 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
Lee H. Luebke 
Bruce EngePretson (Intern) 
David Hedman (Intern) 
Roger Koester (Intern) 
Keith Forrester (Intern) 
Larry Rorem (Intern) 
James Picnalook, Sr. (part-time Lay) 
Joan Jesperson (Intern) 
Rich Noeldner 
Steve Frock 
Susan Tjorneho 
David Wangaard 

1949-1952 
1952-1955 
1955-1956 
1956-1958 
1958-1960 
1961-1962 
1962-1965 
1965-196 7 
1967-1968 
1968-1969 
1969-1971 
1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1977 
19?8-1979 
1979-1982 
1982-1983 
1983-
1983-



I 
BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION 

(Limit size to the space below.) 

On August 1, 1894, Rev,lfollef L. Brevig and his wife Julia and child Carl arrived at 
what was known as the Reindeer Station, later known as Teller Mission prior to its 
official naming as Brevig Mission. What his job was is best told by a quote from his 
printed diary, "Apaurak in Alaska": 

An inquiry came form the Rev. H. A. Preus, president of the Norweigan Lutheran 
Synod, whether my wife and I would be willing that I go as a pastor of Norwegian 
Lapps, whom the government was importing to northern Alaska for the purpose of 
teaching the Eskimos the art of reindeer raising. It was also understood that I 
should function as teacher in the government school which would be organized 
among the natives. Permission was likewise granted that I should be privileged 
to preach the Gospel of Christianity to them. 

This was the beginning of all present day Lutheran work among the~skimos on the Seard 
Peninsula. Pastor Brevig served here from 1894-1917, being absent 1908-1913. March 
10, 1908 his wife died, earlier their small son Carl and daughter Borghild also had 
died. All three are buried at Brevig Mission. 

The saga of Lutheran Eskimo Mission beginning is fascinatingly told in the translation of 
Brevig's journal out of Norwegian "Apaurak in Alaska" by the late Dr. J. Walter 
Johnshoy (Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia). Presently out of print, it is available 
in some libraries. 

A very good account of succeeding missionary service and ministry to the Eskimo of the 
Seward Peninsula is to be found in "Of Eskimos and Missionaries" by Henriette Lund, 
available from the Division for Service and Mission in America of the American Lutheran 
Church. 422 South Fifth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415 .. 

Please attach a black-and-white glossy photo or ink drawing (approx. 3"x4") of the church 
building. 

This material submitted by 



BREVIG'S MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Address: Brevig Mission, Alaska 99785 
Church Group:The American Lutheran Church 

Membership Jan. 1, 1978: baptized 141, confirmed 89 

1894- 1908 
1908- 1910 
1910- 1913 
1913- 1916 
1916-1917 
1917 -1920 
1920- 1921 
1921- 1924 
1924-1928 
1928- 1929 
1929- 1930 
1930- 1934 
1934- 1938 
1938- 1944 
1945- 1950 
1949 - 1952 
1952 - 1955 
1955- 1956 
1956 - 1958 
1958- 1960 

Missionaries: 

T. L. Brevig 
D. W. Turnoe 
H. M. Tjernagel 
T. L. Brevig 
Mr. Theo. Gulhaugen 
Oluf Fosso • 
Cornelius Malmin 
Elmer Dahle 
Deaconess Anna M. Huseth 
Miss Helen Frost 
Miss Mabel Lien 
Mr. Jesse 8. Olson 
0. E. Skavlan 
S. S. Klyve (died here) 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
Otis Lee 
Norval Hegland 
Albert O. T astad 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
Norval Hegland 
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1961- 1962 
1962- 1965 
1965 - 1967 
1967 - 1968 
1968- 1969 
1969 - 1971 
1971- 1972 
1972- 1973 
1973 - 1977 
1978 - 1979 
\'-l1'i- l'i~2 
ll\.~2 - ll\.'i:~ 
I"\~':> .• 

N. C. Renslo 
Miss Bertha Stedje 
Lee H. Luebke 
Bruce Engebretson (Intern) 
David Hedman (Intern) 
Roger Koester (Intern) 
Keith Forrester (Intern) 
Larry Rorem (Intern) 
James Picnalook. Sr. (part-time Lay) 
Joan Jesperson (Intern) 

141.k\ ~ cc..Vllti.-V 
St.:.:.r e IF~ v<"_k. • · .i . CJJ)JJ \ 
~~ r o.,-\lle_k()..:, 

1 
Dt'-v\O. 1~ .. h.1,-"'-~ " 

HISTORI'tAL SKETCH 
On August 1. 1894. Rev. Tollef L. Brevig and his wife Julia and child Carl arrived at 

what was known as the Reindeer Station, later known as Teller Mission prior to its official 
naming as Brevig Mission. What his job was is best told by a quote from his printed diary. 
"Apaurak in Alaska": 

An inquiry came from the Rev. H. A. Preus. president of the Norwegian Lutheran Synod. 
whether my wife and I would be willing that I go as pastor for a few families of Norwegian 
Lapps. whom the government was importing to northern Alaska for the purpose of 
teaching the Eskimos the art of reindeer raising. It was also understood that I should lune· 
lion as teacher in the government school which would be organized among the natives. 
Permission was likewise granted that I should be privileged to preach the Gospel of Chris­
tianity to them. 

This was the beginning of all present day Lutheran work among the Eskimos on the 
Seard Peninsula. No one will ever know or fully appreciate what this family gave up or suf­
fered in their absolute dedication. Pastor Brevig served here from 1894-1917. b!;!ing absent 
1908-1913. March 10, 1908 his wife died, earlier their small son Carl and daughter Borghild 
also had died. All three are buried at Brevig Mission. 

Of the time of his wife's passing. Rev. Brevig worte, "As there was no other Protestant 
minister available. I had to preach the funeral sermon and perform the committal. In spite of 
the bitter cold, virtually all the people from Teller attended. Thus the mission's kindly minister­
ing spirit passed on. She rests in the land of the people whom she loved so much. for whom 
she had lobored so willingly, and for whom she died. There sleep my son. my daughter. and 
my wife, in the frozen Northland." 

The saga of Lutheran Eskimo Mission beginning is fascinatingly told in the translation of 
Brevig's journal out of Norwegian "Apaurak in Alaska" by the late Dr. J. Walter Johnshoy 
(Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia). Presently out of print, it is available in some libraries. 

Through the succeeding years there has been a constant flow of dedicated servants of 
Christ and His Church, men and women, both lay and clergy. 

A very good account of succeeding missionary service and ministry to the Eskimo of the 
Seward Peninsula is to be found in "Of Eskimos and Missionaries" by Henriette Lund. 
available from the Division for Service and Mission in America of the American Lutheran 
Church, 422-South 5th Street, Minneapolis. Minnesota 55415. 
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I 
Name of Congregation: BREVIGS MEMORIAL 

Geographical Location: Teller, Alas~a 

District: North Pacific 
Conference: Alaska 
County: 

Population of Location Area: Under 500 

Item 1963 

Bapl, Con!. 

11. Baptism of 
G, XXX members' children 

12. Baptism of 
adults 

13. Baptism of 
non-members' children XXX 

14. Confirmation of 
baptized members XXX u 

IS. Confirmation of 
, 

baptized 
non-members 

16. Vote, 
reaffirmation 

17. Transfer .J. ;)._ 

~ I 
I 
I 

I 
19. Death _J 

20, Transfer to 
Lutheran 
congregations 

21. Dismissal 
lo other 
denominations 

22. Inactivity, 
other causes 

30. Members in 
active military 
service 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
1964 1965 

Bapl. Con!, Bapt. 

ACCESSIONS 

//-- XXX o2 

XXX 

XXX 2 XXX 

q 

7 .,.2 

LOSSES 

/ 

/,~ .?, • 

/.;:). o<. I 

THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STATISTICAL RECORD 

Year Pastor 

1963 vacant (Miss Bertha Ste 
1964 

1965 
/l n ,f 

1966 -7,,,,_. ,{L _/ ,? ,/7, n 

1967 

No. of Congs. in Parish: two 
Date Org.: 

1966 1967 

Conf. Bapt. Conf. Bapt. Conf. 

XXX 4- XXX XXX 

XXX XXX XXX 

3 XXX -3 XXX 

I I 

,_--3 .5- J 

/ I I 

I 
( I 

N-6272-1 Cong. Code No _________________ _ 

Item 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 

ie, Missionarv) MEMBERSHIP 

Baptized I I;_ /// / / _:; /IC, 
I 

Confirmed 
<:) ~.,;t., .S""-r- 57 

Communing 1/ &, .37 ¥7 -IC 
INFORMATION ON SERVICES 

No. of 
Sunday services ,:;-g 39' c3 7' ,,/o 

Average 
attendance 9/_ 6/') ~11 .-:5-q 

I 

No, of mid-
week services ;;_ '-/ 30 c,{.;:,_ al 

Average 
attendance t/7 -'/.-r ~,...:;> -Jo 

No. of 
marriages J I 
No. member 

2 -funerals I I 

No. non-member 
funerals / 

CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS~ ACTIVE MEMBERS 

Men 

Women ,c ,,_,,- /$ /S-

Young adult J< 

Other adult 

Luther League I :i.. /...;). 

Boy Scouts 

Girl Scouts 

Adult choirs ltJ /S- /S 

Children's 
choirs 

HIGHER EDUCATLON 

Lutheran 
schools 

Non-Lutheran 
schools I -

,, 
Preparing 
for ministry s 



CHURCH SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS N-62n-1 Cong. Code No _____________ _ 

Item 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 

Sunday Vac. Wk. Day Wk. Day Sunday Vac. Wk. Day Wk. Day Sunday Vac. Wk. Day Wk. Day Sunday Vac. Wk. Day Wk. Day Sunday Vac. Wk. Day Wk. Day 

Church Church Release Church Church Release Church Church Release Church Church Release Church Church Release 

School School Time Other School School Time Other School School Time Other School School Time Other School School Time Other 

No. of schools I I I I / I I 

Teachers, officers s / I ,:,- / ;- I 

Departmental Analysis· (number of pupils) 

Nursery (2-3) -~ ,ff 

Kindergarten (4-5) V LA'~ ~7 /£/ /,y'. rf' - tf 

Grades 1-3 I (p ,~/6 ,,__.,...15 
. J /o /() If- //1 

Grades 4-6 x' _pit; ,.,RIO /~ /o2... /J' /-.) ........... 

&, 1 r,/ ,..,L 
,/ , 

Grades 7-9 ¥- 6 

Grades 10-12 

Young adults 

Acfults 

' Total pupils Jt./ fLo 4-cJ 1'-o ¥0 ,,;.. { .fl 
Non-member 

Avg. attendance 31- 19 =?C/ .:;,q, ;./-.:? 
Nursery Roll ~ ~ 
Confirmation Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 10. Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 

Instruction -~ 9 .g ;a ~ <><._ '-f I 
Elementary Yes No Yes No J/ Yes No ,._...- Yes No ,/ Yes No 

Kindergarten Yes .,.,. No Yes ,/ No Yes No ✓ Yes No ,/ Yes No 

Nursery School Yes No Yes No / Yes No / Yes No ✓ Yes No 
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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STATISTICAL RECORD 

NAME OF YEAR 
_, '" MISSION PR PASTOR 

CHURCH BREVIGS MEMORIAL s SN PLACE 

LOCATION Teller 1958 X Norval Hegland 
STATE 
PROV. Alaska 1959 X 

DISTRICT North Pacific 1960 
X N. c. Renslo ;J 0 vc.povf 

CONFERENCE Alaska 1961 
CODE DATE 

NO. N-62 72-1 ORG, 1962 X ~ 

ITEM 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 ITEM 1958 1959 1960 1961 

MEMBERSHIP OTHER MINISTERIAL ACTS 

BAPTIZED 83 61 10 //0 
NO.OF 

t'J SUN. SERVICES .J )-

L/ 2-. AVERAGE 
3S to CONFIRMED 41 32 1./ s- ATTENDANCE 

1! c.J f 
NO. OF MID-

.3 </ S' COMMUNING 41 26 WEEK SERVICES 

ACCESSIONS AVERAGE lo ATTENDANCE 3.s 
CHILDREN 3 NO.OF 1 1 BAPTIZED 1 ..3 /0 COMMUNION SERV, 

ADULTS REC, TOTAL COMMUNIONS 

1~ I 3'1 BY BAPTISM 2 ADMINISTERED 
-

CHILDREN NO.OF 

/ BAPT, & CONF. MARRIAGES 

CHILDREN ;L,, .3 3 NO.OF 3 CONFIRMED FUNERALS 

ADULTS CONF. NO. OF 
PREY. BAPT. 5 RAIDIO BROADCASTS 

ADULTS NO.OF 
CONFIRMED TELECASTS 

CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
PREY. BAPT. 7 

ADULTS REC. ) 
NO.OF 

I I 
BY LETTER 8 SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

BAPT. CHILD REC. J NO.OF S' 7 WITH PARENTS 9 TEACHERS 

-
ADULTS REC. BY (p NO.OF 

.::i..'/ 3/ VOTE, ETC. 10 PUPILS 

LOSSES 
n-o /0-0 

NURSERY 

CHILDREN "2-- fo t DEATHS I KINDERGARTEN 

ADULT 

I r !</ DEATHS 2 PRIMARY 

CHILD. TRANS. TO 'I SYNOD.CHURCHES 3 /.J GRADES 4-6 s 
ADULTS TRANS. TO 

J v £' 7 SYNOD. CHURCHES 4 GRADES 7-9 

CHILD. TRANS. TO 
OTHER LUTH. SYN. 5 GRADES 10-12 

ADULTS TRANS. TO 
OTHER LUTH, SYN. 6 YOUNG PEOPLE 

CHILD. WITHDRAWN PARENT'S 
TO OTHrn DENOM, 7 CLASSE?_ 

ADULTS WITHDRAWN 
TO OTHER DENOM, 8 ADULTS 

ADULTS REMOVED 
DUE TO > 
INACTIVITY 9 I HOME DEPT, 

- ~~- -

CHILDREN 

i REMOVED 10 NURSERY ROLL 
-

ADULTS 
REMOVED 11 

::,- r, -

1962 

So 

..::,-0 

s-

yo 

II 

/f3 
2-.. 

I 

!:>-
:, 

3,r' 

-::'if) 

I z. 

// 

~ 
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ITEM 

NO. OF CDS 
TEACHERS 

RANGE OF 
GRADES 

NO.OF 
PUPILS 

NO.OF 
VACATION 
TEACHERS 

NO.OF 
PUPILS 

NO. OF WEEK DAY 
(REL. TIME) 
TEACHERS 

NO.OF 
PUPILS 

NO. OF WEEK DAY 
(OTHER TIME) 
TEACHERS 

NO.OF 
PUPILS 

CHILDREN 
INSTRUCTED 

GRADE 
IN SCHOOL 

LUTHERAN 
SCHO,OLS 

NON-LUTH. 
SCHOOLS 

PREPARING FOR 
MINISTRY 

PREPARING FOR 
OTHER 
CHURCH WORK 

MEN 

WOMEN 

MIXED ADULTS 

LUTHER LEAGUE 

YOUNG ADULTS 

CHILDREN 

BOY SCOUTS 

GIRL SCOUTS 

CHOIRS 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STATISTICAL RECORD 

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 ITEM 1958 1959 1960 1961 

OTHER RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS VALUATION OF PROPERTY 

CHURCH 
AND LOT yo;trMJ 
PARSONAGE 
AND LOT 

EDUC. UNITS OR 
PAR. HOUSE Be LOT 

OTHER 
HOLDINGS 

TOTAL -/~ /?O <I </~ p-P1} 

INDEBTEDNESS 

INDEBTEDNESS I I I I 
I -v I RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 

/0 33 TOTAL 

} 73 2-z--- RECEIPTS .3 S.;L 

CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTIONS SUBSIDY 

3 1 f EXPENDITURES 

tt 
7-1 1-F 7 CURRENT ~ 

STUDENTS ABOVE HIGH SCHOOL UNUSUAL 

PROPERTY 
DEBITS 

s --..:, TOTAL 

DISTRICT 

DISTRICT JJJ DUES 

CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OTHER 

N I M I N I M I N I M I N I M I N I M 

TOTAL 3.2... 

I I/ I / (p --I I:::; SYNODICAL BENEVOLENCE 

BUDGETARY 

1S7-BENEVOLENCE / 'J-1). 

I 7 / I '-j I /2- SPECIAL 
GIFTS 

J,.,,IO • 

/ VY I ;i OTHER BENEVOLENCE 

I I I I 7. ALL OTHER 
BENEVOLENCE 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

I/ :)._ Ji I I -;i_ 
TOTAL :) 73. I _.EXPENSES 

1962 

Yu1 ooo 

;/0/000 

I 

2,0 

77 

77 

y-z--

1/ -z-

/S-0 

/~/) 

I 
....__ 

;;;L&; 


