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Young Adults in Global Mission
The ELCA currently has hundreds of missionaries around
the world, but there are 60 that perform their work through
the specialized ministry of Young Adults in Global Mission
(YAGM). YAGM is an ELCA program that places volunteers
aged 19-29 around the world to engage in a year of service
and ministry. The ELCA characterizes YAGM as an
opportunity for "young adults to become the hands and
feet of Jesus in the world, providing critical support to
ministries and projects in communities of need. It also
invites volunteers into a journey of self-reflection, providing
space to consider their sense of identity, God's work in the
world, and their place within it all."

Rachel Swenson with two host brothers in Vryheid, South Africa

Of those 60 specialized servants across the globe, one is
from Christ Lutheran Church in Fairbanks, AK. Her name is
Rachel Swenson. A 2013 graduate of St. Olaf College in
Northfield, MN, Rachel was raised in Nome and moved to
Fairbanks prior to 8th grade. Now, she is 10,000 miles
away, serving in Vryheid, South Africa. Rachel works in a
variety of capacities including with children in a pediatric
ward and as an office assistant in a local school. More of
her biography is available here.

Rachel also maintains a blog, "The South African Antics of
an Adventurous Alaskan" with details about her work and
poignant insights into the nature of missions and
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accompaniment in the twenty-first century.

There are blogs for eight countries with active YAGM
participants, and many of the young adult missionaries
have their own blogs.

Read more about YAGM on the ELCA website.

| As we continue our series on spiritual
1 practices, one that carries some
considerable baggage is The Freedom to
Give Away Money. Perhaps it is or always
has been easy for you, but it can also be that sticky place in
our spiritual practice; money touches matters of security,
success and status, big things we cling to as humans. That's
why Jesus talked and taught so much about it. It was clear
money could be the 'treasure’ of our lives, instead of loving
God. But | think Jesus also talked so much about it because
he knew it was a way of freedom. If you can give away
money with gratitude, there is an interior freedom that is
wide and vast and surprising. But it takes some trust and
regular practice to keep it so.
Read the rest of the article here

In mid-November, the board of

Lutheran Indian Ministries made

the difficult decision to sell the

M/V (Motor Vessel)

Christian. The organization can't

afford to maintain the ministry. The ship is docked in
Petersburg and will be evaluated for market value in the
near future.

This ministry throughout Southeast Alaska is deeply held in
the hearts of Lutheran Alaskans. Please keep this ministry
in prayer as the future use of the MV Christian is discerned.

Birchwood Camp is hosting
PN T T their annual
SRR SSEE  Youth Winter Break-Away
f 3 camp on December 27-30,
lmer YOUfh Mk Aw 2013! This is a wonderful
event for middle school and
high school youth in grades
‘ mmmm::m:mm ~ 6-12. The camp invites
YOUTH from Alaska PLUME
(Presbyterian, ELCA
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Lutheran, United Methodist, Episcopal) churches to
attend! The retreat program is inclusive and
ecumenical. Youth will be enjoying worship and
fellowship together as well as exploring fun winter
activities indoors and outdoors. In addition to much
play, youth will be introduced to different worship
styles, such as contemplative Taize worship and the
experience of a native style steam room.

For more information or to register online,

visit: http://birchwoodcamp.org/camps/. Register
before Dec. 20 to avoid late fees. Please note that
some partial scholarships are available.

On November 8, 2013, one of the strongest typhoons on
record swept across the Philippines, leaving devastation in
its wake. The number of lives lost is still being determined
and aid workers are struggling to prevent more loss from
starvation or the consumption of bad water.

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) has stepped into the
region to provide both immediate and long term
assistance. They work to provide the most basic needs to
survivors now, including clean water, food, shelter and
medical care. However, the effects of the storm have long
reaching consequences, including damage to farms and
fisheries. LDR will not abandon the Philippines; they will
stay to help people regain their livelihoods. They ask for
support through prayer, and they offer resources for prayer
and worship that can be included in bulletins. More
information about LDR's response to the typhoon and a link
for donations is available on their website.

Alaska Synod, ELCA | | elcaalaska@gmail.com |

1847 W Northern Lights Blvd #2
Anchorage, AK 99577
(907) 272-8899

www.elcaalaska.net

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Forward this email

rusted Ermadr 17

& Safe Constant Contact”

This email was sent to elcaalaska@gmail.com by elcaalaska@gmail.com



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eSwqk8ybJwmGwlmPV-aDfwP_Yju5bD-gEnAONOrO9DmEGrMd_R-QUefazsKbbs8H3UutiRVr09porLbjwvjXn3oxjss-SeLLXkaz7NzrUlBZ1rk4qVxBrtveOphuwFPfrTsV-dcsNXc28LrZKB8SOw4wXxqbJKFon8td79o0Lb4txyjhuM63fA==&c=x47jCXY7IzLfTaVaywV9-CWVxwyrFdkPPzlxeUSbcb6nsexN4g8Wlw==&ch=aOCEFD4XJ_2qVqPgXki5ViqlDxtbRn6Ul_oIgKStEQGYNvieRqmMnw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eSwqk8ybJwmGwlmPV-aDfwP_Yju5bD-gEnAONOrO9DmEGrMd_R-QUefazsKbbs8HmZAEifMToFtaYAgw-5Sq0GPqctlYb0UgzYsie62W8poEf5XgjI40xpe-WREA1OcmuvAhXGFg65lt4r6tucnlu7_0YQzkTD3YXNyuNImgmKOMGBA06_oYv1joZeAFwg2nVgxPgM1FdYSjvvmEPX6G4OKyYIiYF06bKwlQzTDJXdL2vwf3S3I2UcTGP-DsM7wlehnvJYF_49c10x24uCo4VA==&c=x47jCXY7IzLfTaVaywV9-CWVxwyrFdkPPzlxeUSbcb6nsexN4g8Wlw==&ch=aOCEFD4XJ_2qVqPgXki5ViqlDxtbRn6Ul_oIgKStEQGYNvieRqmMnw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eSwqk8ybJwmGwlmPV-aDfwP_Yju5bD-gEnAONOrO9DmEGrMd_R-QUefazsKbbs8HmZAEifMToFtaYAgw-5Sq0GPqctlYb0UgzYsie62W8poEf5XgjI40xpe-WREA1OcmuvAhXGFg65lt4r6tucnlu7_0YQzkTD3YXNyuNImgmKOMGBA06_oYv1joZeAFwg2nVgxPgM1FdYSjvvmEPX6G4OKyYIiYF06bKwlQzTDJXdL2vwf3S3I2UcTGP-DsM7wlehnvJYF_49c10x24uCo4VA==&c=x47jCXY7IzLfTaVaywV9-CWVxwyrFdkPPzlxeUSbcb6nsexN4g8Wlw==&ch=aOCEFD4XJ_2qVqPgXki5ViqlDxtbRn6Ul_oIgKStEQGYNvieRqmMnw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eSwqk8ybJwmGwlmPV-aDfwP_Yju5bD-gEnAONOrO9DmEGrMd_R-QUefazsKbbs8H085OqZDP7uZviKpTO9myp-MisnNmmMyhepdbeo5y_aZVRAbtYkOvnhq27I_MBtWuMtzNoBnAH2x5LPYT9A4gpNaUiYtSpb29rX3DdQbuzxUxwrLvC8GY6yI-g9CKBVhQmlZc1zr3XpsjuNz4PHe4Aecu-Poep4u1jsiECRjebPM9nlFUmS7JATQN5kOhTY-RZkZJMnE-9b42aE_aK6N3QIuvWyLlqCzR&c=x47jCXY7IzLfTaVaywV9-CWVxwyrFdkPPzlxeUSbcb6nsexN4g8Wlw==&ch=aOCEFD4XJ_2qVqPgXki5ViqlDxtbRn6Ul_oIgKStEQGYNvieRqmMnw==
mailto:elcaalaska@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eSwqk8ybJwmGwlmPV-aDfwP_Yju5bD-gEnAONOrO9DmEGrMd_R-QUVFbbLrozUiuZPefXgzBJofij7SMdPR5UrzjjEBIkwln23T2mmZNy5nS8IaVw0DEW5XMRdDMaltxFT-Bh-JGyj4s3IwmcQOIQV5QsE5nB9S41DBfSZAgccstpEIQNIEqYw==&c=x47jCXY7IzLfTaVaywV9-CWVxwyrFdkPPzlxeUSbcb6nsexN4g8Wlw==&ch=aOCEFD4XJ_2qVqPgXki5ViqlDxtbRn6Ul_oIgKStEQGYNvieRqmMnw==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=y8ag7hmab&m=1112660968312&ea=elcaalaska%40gmail.com&a=1115567497607
mailto:elcaalaska@gmail.com
mailto:elcaalaska@gmail.com
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=0013KpIxBhdLavXEk8Y8eEpdw%3D%3D&ch=ea9483c0-25a5-11e3-9730-d4ae52754007&ca=89c9c83c-3fa8-4b6f-8c4e-e1b99f93221b
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=BasicWRC

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
Alaska Synod, ELCA | 1847 W Northern Lights Blvd. #2 | Anchorage | AK | 99517



http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=0013KpIxBhdLavXEk8Y8eEpdw%3D%3D&ch=ea9483c0-25a5-11e3-9730-d4ae52754007&ca=89c9c83c-3fa8-4b6f-8c4e-e1b99f93221b
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=0013KpIxBhdLavXEk8Y8eEpdw%3D%3D&ch=ea9483c0-25a5-11e3-9730-d4ae52754007&ca=89c9c83c-3fa8-4b6f-8c4e-e1b99f93221b
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp

