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~1'1' HAT 5h uld be our chief concern in 
'J.,U. life? This is one of the luestions 
in our atechism. It i:=; also the 0 n e great 
question that confronts all young' people. 
\Vhat shall I be? \Vhat is the thing that 
I desire of life ancl for the pussessil)i1 of 
which I shaH he willing to pay whatever 
price in discipline, study, sacrifice, labor 
and l)atience demanded of me? Having 
discovered thi s desirable thing one's soul's 
ambition will be to achieve it. That will 
become one's chief concern. The problem 
of youth has ever been, is, and will ever 
be the discovery of thi s 0 net h i n g. 
This is the great ques t, the adventure in 
life. How bewildering! It is not merely 
to grasp the fir st appealing object as the 
g0al to achieve, but to ascertain that it is 
worthy of our life's pursuit and that in the 
end we shall be rewarded with the great 
sati sfaction of a life well spent. It is Ollr 
life at stake. Nothing les s than the full, 
rich life we seek. 

Success, thi s so glorified and equally 
misunderstood word might iJ e written in 
I tters of fire over turrets and bas tions of 
the castle that glints atld g limmers in the 
play of the bea:l1 . o f the rising slIn in the 
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Life's Chief Concern 

land of "tomorrow"- the castle that youth 
sets out to conquer and to possess. To 
achieve one's ambitiotL to realize dreams, 
tha t is to succeed, that is success cries 
you tho 

First then let us inquire as to what am
hition is worthy of a whole life's devotion 
and what dreams, when realized will meet 
with our expectations . Because the value 
vf a life's s truggle will be measured, in 
the end, by the satisfaction it yields. It 
is a terrible discovery and, oh , s common, 
to wake up to the realization when youth 
is gone, strength spent and little remains 

t life that all was vanity, our days spent 
in chase of a phanh m. a shadow without 
"ubstance: to look into a future without 
hope and to behold the pas t as a dismal 
failure. That is di sas ter and not success. 

\\Thence then do young people derive 
their ideal? (An ideal i", at least should 
be, the sum total of a heart's ambition, 
the inner picture of the best, the loveliest 
conceivahle t o liS .) From the world about 
th em. Tn ollr \\'orld ancl day of technical 
and mechanical progress and material pros
perity. it lies ncar at hand that \VEALTH 
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becomes the all desirable goal. The trade 
will be valued in what it pays, the profes
si ons of law. medicine, engineering', etc, 
offer their appeal as means to an end and 
that end financial r'turn. Business, a s a 
matter of course, is chosen for the pur
pose of MAK1NG money and politics not 
infrequently for the opportunities offered 
for personal enrichment. This is natural 
since the worth of a man is often rated 
in terms of his possessions-so many dol
lars-and tl:e conveniences, comforts and 
security o f existence in this artificial world 
are bought with 1110ney. 

The falseness of this ideal is discovered, 
however, when we inquire as to whether 
thi s outward and economic success brings 
happiness. After all , youth is not con
cerned about money for it s own sake. It 
is no miser who revels in and gloats over 
the mere possession of things. That is 
a sin acquired with age. Youth hungers 
after happiness and secks in the outward 
success to find happiness, only to realize 
when the head is thatched with silver and 
the shoulders stooped under th e burden of 
years that hap,Jincss can not he houg'ht 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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states of Washington, Ore "on, northe rn Idano, 
a nd the p rovi nce of Bri t ish COI\LUlbia. I t is 
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RE V. EW e It. \\":\ ill ,STltOM, l~ditor 
\VarrQll, Ore. 

iVIanager 
Hj;; Seattle, Wa sh. 

The Study of God's Word 

\V,. a r' glad to dedica t e thi" issu e to the 
Bibl' I nst itute" wi thin our Confer'n·. 
T he reason for the~e a~sell1h1ies is the de
"in: on the part of th ' ;. oung peopl e to 
ha\'e th e opportunity tn COllll.: toge t her a nd 
~turly 'onsecut ivc ly and lI11intenuptedly 
SO I11 portion of Cud 's \\·o rd. The I n :-;t i
tllte: do not tak e th place of Dible o;tud y 
in t h · Sl1nday Sch 01 and th e Luther 
League. The purpose i" rather that th ese 
day s sp nt at the llillle a~~cll1hl)' lllay ::;tim
ulatc all to a lllorc thoro and :-;er iolls s tudy 

of the \\'ord ho t h at ho m . and ill th e or
."·anizat ion ;; o f t he hurch. 

The \\'ord (If Gocl i · a Il1 'ans o f g racc . 
Thc Iloly , pirit usc: the \ Vorel to cnlight
en and in ,.; truct :-;ouls in rega rcl to the way 
of sah·ation . It is th > \\' 01"(1 of Truth . 
I t deals with t he g reat subjects o f li fe, 
dea t h, a nd imlll o rtality. i \ n yon e who 
wanb to kno\\' the truth a bout these , mu st 
g o to th !" \l"ord of '0<1 . Thi~ truth can
nut IJ found in the liicrature that man 

roeluces , not in the decree ,; ()f assemblies 
alld coull cil s . nl 1t in a lleged comlllunica
tions with l11 ,Y'ite ri om 5 pirit ~ ; but only in 
the pu re and holy \\ 'ord of God. T here 
th truth a bout m n is :s tated, there the 
truth abou t th e T riun e od is revea led, 
a nd there t he \Va ' of sah "at ion by iai th in 
JeSllS Christ is tallght . To neo-Iect the 
vVord of T ruth m eans that w e become 
s laves of ignonl1ce and fa lsehood. Only 
truth can set llS f ree. 

It is therefo re with thankfnlnes to God 
that \ve see the growi ng interest and the 
increa s ing numue r of those w ho attend 
the Bible Institutes during the summer. 

s they !'tudy the \i\Tord of Truth, m ay 
the)' find IJim who i the ,Vay, the Truth 

alld th· Life. For that is the answer to 
all life's problem s, to know the only true 
God a nd llim, whom He has sent, even 

J es ll s Chri"t. 

Tacoma-Mt. Baker Luther League 
Convention 

T he 25th ~ nn\lal Conventiun of the Ta
cotlla-l\1t. Daker district Ll.lthel- League 
\\'a ' h c.1 c1 in the (';e.thscIllCln c Lutheran 

church, Seattle, Dr. C. R, Swan ~o n , pastor, 
on 1\1a)' 1 )-17. T he co nvt:ntio n opened 
\\'ith a banquet held in the church parlors 
()f the C,<.:t hsc man e hurch o n Sa turday 
c\·c lling. About.200 g ues ts \\'ere present. 
I'll r . Bcrti! John O'o n , pre,:ident oi th Di,,
trict Lcagne, acted as toastma,.;ter. The 
program consisted of ·an address of we \
CO lll e by Mr. Thorild S\\'ansoll, and two 
H)L".al solus hy l\[ is :; A rlea tha JUhllSO Il of 
1\ I t. V cmon. i\l i s~ }\Iargaretta Grall t, 

publicity "ecretar)" awarded the prizes for 
the poster contest. l\Ir. George Hill of 
Evere tt \\"on fir"t prize III the pos t e r 
co ntest, and a s ih'e r 100' ing Cllp was 
a\\'a rd ed to the Gethsemane Luther Lague 
for having s ubmitted the la rgest number 

of poste rs. Dr. C. R. Swanson greeted 
t he delegates and visitors on hehalf of the 
Ge th s '111ane church, and abo t uch ,d 
bri ef ly on the history of the League, com
par ing- the m cet in '" of today w ith th e 
o rganizati on meeting 25 years ago. 

The annual husine",s s ssion was held in 
the church auditoriUIll fo ll owing the han
ql1l't. H. \' . ad .A , V . L und , vi ce-president 
of the di~trict. conducted th e openino

devotionals. Th t:re were about 65 dele~ 'a t es 

and in all ahout 175 J,erson s jlrc ~ent. The 

pres ident, 1'\11'. Bertil Johnson, read hi s 
annual report. The report of the treasurer 
\\' <1S read and accl.:ptecl. The followin a 

oUice rs were ekcted; Pre~., Rev. Carl A. 
V. L und, l\ft. Ve rn o n; Vice-prl.:s.. NIr. 
A rthur Linn, Tacoma; Rec. Sec')" ~VIiss 

E:'t her Hog d a hl. Taco ma; Cor. Sec'y, 
r-. li .<;s Lydia S tenbo rg, E maus , Seattle; 
Trea~ .. -:\Ir. :'fartin J(>hn ~ ()n, Auburn; Dean 
of the Bihle ] n:;titut e , Dr. . R. Swanson; 
Snpt of ground " at th e Bible Inst., I~e\'. 
E lm er Johnson; Dean of \Vomen, Mrs. 
E lm r John so n; P\lblicity Sec'y., l\fi :5 s 
Margaretta Grant. SL:attle . 

The budget fo(' 193 1 va " left to the 
Executive Committee. Las t year 's uudget 
acco rding to th e r eport l>y the treasu rer 
was a s follows; 

Conference Luther League.... ..$25.00 
Publicity .................. .. ..... ... ............ 50.00 

Student Aid Fund .... ................ 100.00 
Ho me lVli sions .......................... 100.00 
Foreign Mis!'ion ......... ..... ........ .. 50.00 
Columbia Hospital ...... .............. 75.00 
Toward P roperty purchase .... ..450.00 

The question of pur ha sing a p ermanent 
site for the Bible Institl1te was discussed 

at som e length. It was dec ided to rder 
the matte r aga in to the Ex. Co mmitt el.: 
to continne inves tigat ing- th e possibilities 
of a permanent s ite . Jt \\'a" d ecided to a~k 
the president t appoint t hc delegate' to 
the on fe re nce LutheI' Ll'ague cO l1\'en t io n 
in Spokan e, Sept. 5-7. The Bethesda 
League of O ly mpia was admitted to l11elll
hcr ::; hip in the di:<tri c t leag ue. Rfsolution:; 
expressing thanks and appreciat ion tu the 
outgoin g off ic er s fnr th ei r ~]llendid and 
faithflIl work were aclopt ed . T he IJllsiness 
m eeting closed \\·ith prayer a nd b 'nl.:
diction by Dr. C. R. SlI'anson. 

On Sunday the C.Jet h ,.:e lllan e ("11I1r("h was 
filkd to ca pacity at <tIl tlw sen·ice:;. :\ 
S\\"Cdi sh sen' ice \\'as h('ld at () (I 'clock. 

Rc\' . ~noch Sandeen preac hcd the Sl.:nnOIl 
on the text of the day. The SlInday Se h 01 
asselllbh· wa:; held at 10 (l\·I()ck. R c \". 
Ernest G. S\'CllS()ll (kli\ ' l'r(~d an addrcc-;:; 
on th e suhject: '·Thl.: Illl]lortanc ' of Di\·illl' 
\\·orship." A ~extette fr 0111 the lI.lary and 
~far(ha DillIe Cla'S sang h\'o s ng ::l. Holy 
COllllllunio n was celebt'ated a t 1 L o'c loc k. 
I~e\". Ca rl A. V. Lund d e li\' e red the pre

para tory addrcs~. A \'ery g reat llUlll bel' 
cam forward to kneel at the a ltar an d 
recei\'e the budy and hloud (I f our Lord 
JC)llS Chri~t . The grcatc' r numher of 
the.~e were )"Ollng peopl e, d legate s and 
visitors. T he Getb sClll<Ln c c hoir ,;ang two 
antlwm " during t h i:; scr-l (· e. 

In the afternoon a Young Peoples' Rally 
W,l ' h e ld. Mr. Bertil J o hll ~o n d elive red 
an ac1drt:ss on the " llbject: " The Sig ns of 
L ife," a nd l{cv. E rik n. \Vah lst rol11 
spoke on th e "ubjcct: "Thc J ri g h Ca llin g' 
of God ." The choir frolll the Bethany 
church, ca ttl e , sang an anth elll, and a 

vocal so lo \V,lfi sung by :'1r. F r ed Uhman 
o f Auburn. Re v. Ernest . S\·c nson . clean 
of the B ibl e ln st itll tl' , presen t ed the plans 
ancl the program for th e lnstitutc at Lake 
Sammamish and urged all to attcnd. 

The evening service began at 7 o'clock. 
R e\'. Luther C Jrnay preach ed on thl.: sub
ject; " hri st ian Preparcd ne5:;," and Rev. 
Elmer Jonhnson clo:-; ed tIp ('o(wentiun 

with a se rmon on th' c \'cning' hy ml1: 
" A bidc with }\if e." The choir uf the 
Bethel ch urch, Seattle, sailg two anthems, 

a nd Mr. Eugene K o lI, Emmaus, . cattle , 
sa ng a vocal so lo. Rev. Carl A . \ . Lun d 
expressed the thanks of the district to the 

ethsemane Luther League and to D r . and 
Mrs. C. R. ~.\Vanson for th hospitality 
and favors shown to al i del egates and 
visitors. 

I t wa s a very edifying and interesting 
convention . The district ha a g reat 1111l11

ber of consecrated and capable yo ung 
people who possess enthusiasm and viao r. 

vVe are g rateful for the oppo rtunity to 
attend this cOl1venti 11 , and \\" wi"h the 
Tacom a-lVlt. Ba ker Luther Leaguc od's 
richest blessing in the futu re. 
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Friday, July 17 
I) :00-9 :30-l\l ornillg D cvoti o n, R.ev. E. J. 

5 akri so n. 
9 :45-10 :45- Bibl e Study , H_c\' . J. P. 1\'lil 

ton. 
1 1 :00-11 :45- Lecture, Rel-. \ .\f lll . Si eg e l. 

7 :45- 8 :CO- 'o ng-regatiollal ~inging. 
R:00-,,\<1 <1r('ss. "[<ood ill th e \\-ay ," P s . 

73: 24. 	 I{e l-. J. F . Milton. 
Saturday, July 18 

():OO-lJ:30 .\lorning Devo tion, Har o ld 

Bjorklllnd . 
() :45- 1n formal Di sn bsion and Ans w e rs 

to qu e~ ti o n s . 


7 :-1-5- 8:0 Cungregat io nal S inging. 


8:0 	 Poss iblY ;l Pageant. 

Sunday, July 19 


() :45-10: 15- , un day Sehoul. 

1O:.3(}- oll111luni o n Sen -ices . Preparatory. 

I{e\,. II. P_ J o hnsun. Sennun, R ev . 
E ric II. \\·a hl,.:tronl. 

:3 :OO- lnstitute l\Ta ss l\[ ecting. Addr e::is , 
" G lory Ah ead ," Re l-. r. 1'. '\lilto n. 

Notice! 
All I"ho plan to attend th e Bihle In s t i

t u te ill ,o lto n J ul y L- 19. io r the entir 
\\' eek o r ju s t for a f ' I I ' ho urs . arc k indly 
asked t u fill o ut t he fo ll u \\-illg info rmati on 
hlank and Illail t il th e und ers ig ned as soon 
a s po :,; sihle. Y ou \l'ill th ereby r ender us in 
COltOIl a,; \\-(-> 11 a s en-' r) one who attend : 
th e Bihl e Illstitilt e a kind :<e1'l·ice. It will 
be to y o ur o\\'n hL'neii t espccially. 

1-1 (we) wi II arrive in Colton ..... .. ...... . . . 

2-ln addition to myself there will be . .. • . .. • 

more in our party. 
3-Will attend Bible Institute the following days 

4-Wish to stay in private homes and not bring 
blankets and linen. ($1.50 and $2.00 a week.) 

Answer yes or no. __ .. __ ... _.. .. . ... - ' " - .. . 

5-Prefer to stay in vacant house and bring 

own blankets and linen. ($1.00 a week.) An

swer yes or '10_ .. __ . __ .•. . (Includes L . L. 

cottage. Indicate if it is desired to stay in 

Luther League Cottage.) . . . - .... .... • .. - . ... 


6-Wish to be provided with tent and .. . . cots. 

($1.00 a week, cot 25c.) 
7-Will bring own tent, but wish to be pro

vided with cots. (25c a cot for the 

week.) 
8-Will bring own tent and equipment, only 

camping 	space is needed. (Free.) . . ........ · 


9-Wish to take meals at church. (Eight days 

$7.00. Breakfast and supper 35c each, din

ner 50c.) . . . ....... ... . . . . . .. . • ...... . . . . • .. 


10-Wish to 	 do own cooking. Answer yes or 

no .. . . •• .. . . __ .. . . . 

N ame • . . . . ... _ • . ... . . . • .. • . . . . . . - . ... .. • . - . .... 

Address 	 _. . . . . .. .. .. . .••.• . . . . .. ..•• . .. •••• . . . . 

For ::ic nding Ll ::i th e al)ove inf( rmation we 
th ank you f'\" 11 now. And on behalf of th e 
people () f o lt on \\-e extend to you a 

s i n ce re \V E LCO .\:1 E. ! 

ER:-.J ST J. 	 SAK RI SON , 
(C lacka lll a;; 	 Co .) Co lto n O re. 

Festivities at Augustana, Portland 

Th ' Aug ll s tana Lllthe ran church. Port
laud, Ore., ce lehrated a 1lI1111ber uf h appy 
eve llt ::; on Sunday. rlT ay 24. It IVas th e 
25 th A llllil"l'rsa ry of th e cong rega t io n; the 
hirthda l' o f th (~ p a::; tor . R ev. Sam uel E . 
J Ollll ;;U ;l; t he .sOth \V cdd in g- A nuive r"ary 
of a copple of its llleml er s ; a nd a C0 11

i irma ti on relln io n . Th e g, ']d en w eddin g
a11n i I-e r::;a ry \\'eb celc hrat ed by ~r r. a neI 
l\rrs. Isaac John ::i o11 , \\-ho 0 11 th e 24th of 
J\ lay 50 year::; ago ,,-e rc unit ed in hol y 
,,"('dlock . 

T he festi\"iti cs heg a ll in th e morning 
wit h a cOll1muni on ser vice, wh('n thi s year 's 
confirlll a ti on ch;;s also w ellt to t h eir 
fir s t CO llll11union . He \'_ A . ::'I I. G rec ll d e
live r -' d th e prepa ratory add re;;s . a nd H_ v_ 
~ . G. BI ,)()ll1qui st . (o rtll e r pa::; to r of th e 

chl:r( h. preach ed th e se rm o n_ R v. Bl oo ll1
qui st al so s poke to th e und ay School 
befo r e the serv icc_ 

Th e con fi rlllation reun iUll progra m \\'as 
he ld in the aft ern oon at :3 o ·c1ock. Repre
' (' n ta ti l'e: 1' 1'0111 t lt e \ < riou - cl a se g <l l-e 

::i hort g ree tings t o th e cu ng regati o l1. Th e 
E m a nu el Hosp ita l chorus sa ng two a n
th 111 S. The address was d e li ver d by Dr. 
\VI1l. Se hoe ler, Lutheran s tud ent pas to r of 
Ureg on . He s po ke on _the s ubj ect: "I 
need Thee el' ery ho ur. " Mrs . A. C hal
s trom and Mr. J uhn N . Kicho ll s each 
rend ered a vocal solo. A t the close o f the 
progra m the l()~al pasto r ann ounced that 
a bi rt hd ay g ift had been r ece ived fo r the 
church_ T hi s \Va . in the fo r111 u f a check 
o n $1000.00 which was g iven by Mr. J o hn 
J oh n::;o n , a m em ber o f th e chu rch now re
s id ing in th e I-rome fo r t he Aged in Se
attl e. R ev. G r .;: en no w too k the platform 
a nd in fo rmed the a lldi ence tha t thi s day 
also m a rked the anni ve r ~ ary of the pastor, 
R ev. S. E . John son. A fter a few remark::; 
of appreci a ti o n and es teem on behalf o f 
the cong regatio n. R eI' . G reen prese nted a 
lovely g ift to R ev. J ohn son from the aux
iliary o rgan iza t ions o f the church. Rev. 
J ohnso n expre'ised h is than ks to the 
cong r egatio n in a few we ll-chosen word s . 

Afte r the program all we re invited to 
the parl o rs 	o f the church fo r refreshmen ts. 
Mr. and 1\11'5. Isaac J ohn son w ere present 
and occupied a place o f ho nor at the 
tabl e. 	 Rev. S. E. J o hn son presentcd a 
beautiful boqu e t of o-o lcl en roses to the 

b ridal 	 coupl e ~nd Rev. G reen extended 
cong ra tulations a nd w ell wi s hes on behalf 
of those prese nt. littl e g irl. Karin Ho l111
g ren , who 	 recentl ca 11 e from S weden, 

r ead a poc m in Swedis h in ho nor o f th e 
hridal pair. 

The comm cl11ora t io n progra111 II-a ;; held 
in the evening at 8 o'd oek. R CI·. J-l . P. 
J o hnso n. p re:s id cnt of the u lul11bia CO l! 

fe rence. de I i \' en :d the co 111 111 e trl o ra tio u 
address o n th e su bj ect: " The h urch. its 
Ori g in a nc! P urpose ." R e l-- E ric H_ W ahl 
str0 11l. pre::; icl ent of the di s trict , exte nded 
greeting .- to the cung regati o n 11 behalf 
of th e churches o f the I)ortl a nd di s tri ct. 

R ev. S . E. J o hl! !"on r 'ad greetings fr o111 
the fo rlll e r pa sto rs : Re\" _ C. A. T o lin. Re\, . 
IL E . Sand s ted t .. and R ev _ V_ C. Ogren . 
Th e Augll ::- t an a church choi r rend en:d t,,-o 
heautiful an the111 s . 

The da y I\"as sure ly illll of icst il-it ies 
and joy ior th e m em her,; o f th e A ug ustana 
church and its fri cnd s _ T he congrega

ti o n has enj (ly c:1 a stead y g rOldh during 
thc ::; e 25 years. 1)llring the se yea rs 322 
children have hee n confirm ed. and a g reat 
nllm he r of them are no \\' actil e a11d fa ithful 
memhers of the church_ \\' c II is h to con
g ratulate Au g us ta na on ha l-ing reached th e 
25t h a llnil'e rsary o f its liie a nd (I n th e 
I:eallti ful anni v': ,-sary p rugrall1 arranged fo r 
th e occas io n. and ,,- e pray th a t God '~ 

rich es t hl e:;;s in g~ ll1a y rcs t Ilpo n t he congre

gatio n a nd its pa s tor~_ \\ 'e a b u want to 
cong ratlllat e :'11:-. and fllrs. baa(' J (lhn ~o n 

a nd lI'i :::;h them peace and joy as th ey fa ce 
the d erIining years () f their li k tog-ether . 

E. H. W. 

Spokane District Luther League 

Convention 


Salem, Spokane, June 27-28. 

Saturday, Jllne 27 : 
8 :00. D el'oti o na l l11 eetin

b
o led hy Rc\' . 

\ \' 111_ S ie"-e l. 
8 :30. Bus in ess Session. 

S unday . Jlln e ·Z8 : 
10 :30 COll111lunio n Service. 

3 :00 Luther L eague R a ll y _ S llbj e ·t : 
" The Y uung Peopl > a n d th e ' hurch_ " 
P apers by the )'oung Peopl e o f t hc' 
Di !" trict. COI1\' ell ti on Add res: hy 
Ne v. \ ;Vm. Siege l. 

R(;v. and Mrs. G. K. Andeen ha \'e ::;o ld 
the ir ho use in A s to ria an d a lso th e g rea te r 
part o f the ir furn iture , and are soo n r ead y 
to s ta rt on the ir trip ac ro:, s the conti nent. 
They will drive in the ir n ew hcvrolet 
seda n by way of aliforni a, Ari zo na, 
Co lorado, R ock I s la nd and eas t . It will 
m ean a trip o f over 5,000 miles. During 
the month o f June Rev. and Mrs . And een 
and th eir family will vis it th cong rega t io ns 

in Mt. V rn on . Jun e 10-11, and Spo kan e, 
Jun e 14, w he re R e\, . Anel e-e n ha. been 
pas to r. H e pl a n_ to ente r upon hi duti' s 
a: pa;; to r o f th e lo ria D i church Jl1 

Providence, R 1. , a bou t A ug us t fi rs t. 



8 COLUMBIA LUTHERAN 

The Conference Tre·asury 

Thi s is the 22nd day of lVlay. In ten day s 
the sal aries to our I rome Missionaries are 
due. The trea 'ury is practically em pty . 
]{ ' 111 ' 111her, we ca nn ot borrow any la rge 
amou nt as w e have done hefo re. Thi s 
llleans that we a re not go ing to be able 
to pay the salaries o n ti me. It isn 't 
pleasant to tell yo u thi s, so you must not 
think that I am just "saying" thi s . \Ve 
ha ve not been able to pay our full quota 
to the Synod fo r 1930 yet. However, w e 
can do what we have promi sed if every 
congregation rem ern bers t he. treasury no w. 
Please send m ' \\. ha t you ha \·e. ":.-Htnga 
hiickar sm;l giira en s tor ft." 

P. H. ~ordlan d e.r, 

('o n fe rence Trcasu rer. 

Luther League Calendar 

Spokane Di st ri ct COI1\'ention-Ju ne 27
28, _alem, Spoka ne. 

Tacoma-IVI t. Baker Bihle I ns titute , Lake 
Sammamish. July 19-27. 

Portland Bihl e institutc, Colton, July 
12-19. 

Confe rence COll\'cntio n , Salem, Spokane. 

S 'pt. 5-7. 
Young People of th e Columbia Confer

ence! 'lou are in vited to avail yourse lves 
of t he opportuniti es here presented to find 
the way in Chris t a~ prese ntee! at these 
I1lcetings. l\'lak e use of them. _ t the Con
fere nce meeting in Spokane we will have 
the pleasure to ho ld a union sen ' ice with 
the young people of the American Luther
an ·hurch. who hold t heir conyen tiun 111 

Spokane at the sa me time. Plan no \ to 

a ttend the o nfere nce Convention. 
E. H. \ V. 

Life's Chief Concern 

(Cont in ued fro m Page One) 

in the public markct with llloney; securi ty 
and peace can not be found in t he world 
of things, and that ruin may overtake one 
in the midst of luxury, while in pos ession 
of untold wealth. 

ur chief concern in lifc then, if it is 
not to be successful , prosperous, rich , w ha t 
can it b>? It is true that happine s is what 
we under and above al l des irc. It is the 
warp and the woof in our dreams and 
hopes and labor. The yearn ing for happi
nes lies as a backgro und conscious ly or 
unconsciously to all we do, and it I S 

equally true that though w e succeed in 
accumulating this world's goods we may 
fail in achievinrr our main desire. :Mere 
wealth cl es not a ssure peace of soul and 
happ iness of hear t. Our v ery success may 
prove our failure. 

Then, it is establi shed that success is not 
Ollr chief concern in life. However, let 

us not leap into conclusio ns too (]uickly. 
\Ve ha\'e so far not estahlis hed or intended 
to prove that success is not our chi ef con
cern. l~ather we would maintain that it is . 
\ V e ha \·c not said that prosperity and cven 
riches arc not \\'orthy of s tri\' ing for, but 
they ca n not be al lowed to be our chief 
concern, the main object of our desi re . 

To s uccc cl means the fulfillment of our 
ambition, the realization of our dreams. It 
was not possess ion of ou tward things , 
wealth or pos ition, we desired exccpt as 
by mean s of these we could secure what 
\\'e har! al l the time sought and hu ngered 
for . peace an d ~appin ess . These arc lifc's 
greate:'t po,;sess io n.·. the llln er sp iritual 
qlla li ties. They are th e w ea lth tha t en
riches the soul. that fi ll ,; t he heart with 
treaS llre and make:i onc truly rich e\' en 
thollgh the outward co nditi on of one ':i life 
may be ularked by po\·erty. It is. there
fo re. no t on the ollts id e and in the get ting 
oi thillgs we find our life ',.; s uccess but in 
th c inllCl' world of the heart . A ll these 
things ill the \\'( )r ld are not to he despised . 
Th ey arc va luabl e. tho not intrins ically. 
in the use to \\ 'hich we put thcm. as tools 
or as m edia through which the soul' " ambi
tion fi nds expressiun. "A II these thing-s 
s hall he added llnto you," says hri st. but 
first He admonishes all those who arc be 
wildered and dOllbtful as to wha t s hould 
cOlls titute life',; chief co nccrn. "Seek ye 
first the Kingclom of (;ocl and Hi s rig ht
eous ness ." lVlatthew 6: 33. "The K ingclom 
of God ." to ljuote Chri st, is neither here 
nor there, "The Kingdom of God is within 
you." Th· g rea test possess ion man has is 
his soul. So g reat a va lu e is represe nted 
in onc's soul that all the wealth of the 
w orld is not su ffic ient to eq ual it. "\Vha t 
shall it prof it a l11an if he ga in the whol e 
world ancl lose hi s soul?" 

Ou r ch ief concern then in life should be, 
as the catec hi sm so conc ise ly puts it , "That 
w c s hould be saved." And sa lvat ion what 
does that really mcan? It m ea ns s imply 
t hi s, that we havc made th e g reat di scovery 
that the wealth worthy of our in teres t and 
of our ambition is not found in the world 
of things about us but in th e world within. 
Therc is found our g reatest trcasure. To 
lose this treasu re in the search of some
thing else, even tho we may be rewa rd ed 
by all the world as our possess io n, will 
be to fail. T o find our inner se lf, the 
soul, is to set our feet on the road that 
leads to thc truly g reat adventure where 
dangers lurk, where we mu st battle our 
way every inch, where our st rength will 
be tested to the breaking point and beyond; 
wher e we may expe rience thc bitterness 
of defeat in the ~ense that our own s trenrrth 

b 

is in sufficient fo r the s truggle and that we 
will lose out, be lost, lose all unless some 
oth er resourcc of p owcr can be tapp d. 
The sense o f s in, l ike a heavy threatening 

c lo ud. hangs over u shuttin g out the blu e 
sky. th e golden sun of hope, press ing down 
upon us. Despair overtakes us. \V " have 
di scovered o ur li fe's great trea sure in C0 111

parison with \\' hich all e l,'c is du st and 
ashes and yet we do not possess it no r 
rcal ize it s richn css. Then mav the teach
ing of our Confir lllation lass come to 
our ll1e mory a nd the word s of J esus from 
mallY a pr{Jmise He made llS be heard
"Come unto m e ye who arc weary and 
hea vy laden and J will g i ve y tl rest." 
"\Vhosoe ver be.li eveth on l1lC shall not 
peri s h." "Lo. I am with you ("ven to the 
cnd oi the \\·o rId." The clouds lift , the 
Sllll again shine:, forth. [have di sco \' ' red 
onh' then lll~' greatest trcasure . wha I:' 

truh' worth\' of 111\' a ll. j ha\'(~ also fOllnd . 
Cod . personal . rl:al in the per,;on of Jesus 
\\·ho is abo ll1y iriend . III fello\\'ship with 
II illl. sucres,; i,; an assuran ce. 

Life is a contin uous ser ies of oppor
tllnltle", forc\'cr increas ing \\'ea lth in 
cheer. happin ess . SllprC1l1 e confidence and 
peace . Our jo h. profe ss ion. trade no 
longcr \\·i ll be estimated in terms of ll1oney. 
Our life occ upation will be considered 
from the point of \' iew oj oppurtinit ie,; 
for se lf exp rcss ion and of se n'icc, wherehy 
\\'e ca n enric h the worlel in which we liv e 
by lll aking it better than it was and Our 
own inn ' r li\,es with a s(' n~ c of worth
w hil t: nc"" . uf quiet happ ill ess a nd a deep 
pcace that nOlle else ca n expcrience than 
he who is conscious that the Ki ngdom of 
God is w ithin him. that God rules hi s li fe 
in love and that " it is well with hi s soul." 
This is succes,-; . This is the crowning
ach ievem ent in li fe. The attainment of 
thi s should be o ur Great Concern. 
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