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On May 10. 1893·we saw for the first time the emblem of 
freedom and equality, the Statue of Liberty, and you can be­
lieve me when I say we were all very thrilled. We left New 
York almost immediately so we didn't have an opportunity to~ 
any of the c1 ty. However, vie stopped in Chicago and Minnea­
polis and were greatly impressed by the size and speed or 
American cities. They were so much different from the quiet 
valley we had lived 1n that it was al.:nost like dreaming. About 
our only adventures was when we were accosted by a stranger 
in st. Paul who wanted to show us their town. He spoke our 
language and was very smooth and I think it was his intention 
to get us drunk and take our money. We did not fall for it 
however, and he left us slona. • 

Our trip from Minneapolis to Ch~rches Ferry was the most 
interesting to us as we figured the country would be the most 
typical of that we were to make our homs. We all fotuid jobs 
almost 1mmadlately and worked around on rarms in that part of 
the country. I only worked there f_or about a year and in 1894 
I went to Forsythe, Montana and worked on the section for $1.35 
a day until 1896. That year I started working out on a farm 
again and filed on a homestead in Butte Valley about one mile 
from Harlow. I built a log housa and broke up 43 acres and 
raised 1l46 bushels of wheat on this land the first year. I 
got more land and continued farming until 1928 when I turned 
the farm over to my sons •. 

In addition to farming I took up selling nursery stock and 
-sold subscriptions to farm magaztnes as sort of a pastime. 
From thts I went intc insurance and even today I sell some in­
surances. I was rnerried to Jl!iarie Bjorle in 1897 and 7 girls 
and. 4 boys were born to us. The children are all grown up now 
an::l r;:iarried and. :,1rs. Muri died in 1933 from complications of 

~isease. . . _ 

My most prosperous years were from 1915 to _1920 though I have 
not been in want at any time. I have a two room house that I 
11 ve in al one as my child1"en haye all left. I subscribe to the 
Grand Forks Herald and several small papers •. I read a number 
of books and I enjoy listening to the radio very' much~ My .. 
hobby is my garden and I spend most of my time wlth my flowers 
and plants. I feel that I have a fine garden and_ like ·i:;o .spend 
my time puttering ar-o11nd in 1 to 

As to the government programs I am not familiar wlth thosa 
dealing with agricu 1 ture and do not wish to commit; r:1yself on 
them. I think WA is a fine thtng, although I have received 
no personal berit1fit_from it. I thin.kit h€'!lps a great many 
deservig::5 people. 

I am deeply grieved by the fate of Norway and it seems incre­
dible that any race or people woul~ seemh~gly admire and 
follow Hitler as the German race does. I am an old man and would 
gladly give up my life if I could see Hitler dle. I wasn't in 
favour· of the last war but I do believe something should be 
done about Hitler. at least to giving Graat Brlttptn all the 
material aid we are abl~ to. 
More than ever I nm glad I a.m 
would not wish to be anywhere 

ll ving in the United Sta tea and ., 
else in to world 0 
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