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Welcome to Skagit Valley Sangerfest 
On behalf of the Sangerfest 2005 Committee, we extend a cordial welcome to everyone who has 

come to join us in this special celebration commemorating Norway's Independence Centennial. 

We hope the 961h gathering of the PCNSA in historic Skagit Valley, 


where so many Norwegians pioneered during the last two centuries, will bring back 


cherished memories and wiJI stir for each of us, pleasant experiences long to be remembered. 


Planning, organizing, and executing a program such as this is no easy task, 


especially for a recently established chorus - a hearty "tusen takk" therefore, 


to all the generous volunteers who contributed to this endeavor. 


fk# 7~ Lrxt ~~ Sid 'l~ 
Chairman Co-Chairman Co-Chairman 

~------------------~ j

~~----------------------------------------------------------------------~. 

Sangerfest 2005 - Schedule of Events 

Thursday, June 30 

8:30 am 
9:00 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:30 pm 

Friday, July 1 
8:30 am 
9:00 am 
12:00 noon 
12:00 noon 
1:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
9:30 pm 

Saturday, July 2 
8:00 am 
8:30 am 
9:00 am 
Afternoon 
6:00 pm 

Sunday, July 3 
11 :00 am 

Golf Ist tee time 
Registration & Hospitality 
Flag Ceremonies 
Cocktail Hour 
Welcome Dinner 

Regi stration & Hospitality 
Chorus Rehearsal 
Ladies ' Luncheon 
Men's Luncheon 
Chorus Rehearsal 
Grand Concert 
Afterglow 

PCNSA Directors' Meeting 
Hospitality Room 
PCNSA Business Meeting 
Open Time / Excursions 
Banquet! Awards/Dance 

Sunday Service 

Eaglemount Course 
Cotton Tree Lobby 
Cotton Tree Entrance 
Cotton Tree Banquet Facility 
Cotton Tree Banquet Facility 

Cotton Tree 
McIntyre Hall 
McIntyre Hall Foyer 
Skagit Valley College Cafeteria 
McIntyre Hall 
McIntyre Hall 
McIntyre Hall Foyer 

Cotton Tree Board Room 
Cotton Tree 
Cotton Tree Banquet Facility 
LaConner / Bow 
McIntyre Hall Foyer 

Salem Lutheran Church 
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\\f~SHINGTON STATE 


SENATE RESOLUTION 8663 

By Senators Haugen, Kline, Pridemore, McAuliffe, Doumit, Franklin, Spanel, Kastama, Keiser, Kolll-Welles, Rockefeller, Jacobsen, 
Eide, Prentice, Fairley, Berkey, Shin , Fraser and Regala 

WHEREAS, The year 200S marks the 100th anniversary of Norway's independence as a sovereign nation aftcr a peaceful 
dissolution from Sweden; and 

WHEREAS, There are more people of Nonvegian descent living in the United States than in Norway itself; and 

WHEREAS , Generations of Norwegian-Americans have contributed to the well-being of all Washingtonians ; and 

WHEREAS, Washington recognizes the value of the customs, traditions, and heritage of all the ethnic groups inhabiting the state; and 

WH ., REAS, The culrure and music of Norway have been celebrated since the first Norwegian immigrants set foot on American 
soil; and 

WHEREAS, Male chorus s inging has played an important pari on the Pacific Coast of the United States s ince 1878 when the first 
Norwegian male chorus was established in Portland, Oregon; and 

WHEREAS , Numerous Norwegian immigrants have settled in Skagit Valley since 1847; and 

WHEREAS , Singers from all twelve Norwegian male chonIses on the Pacific Coast will gather for the annual song festival 
known as Sangerfest; and 

WHEREAS , The Skagit Valley Mannskor is hosting thc 96th Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association's Sangerfest ; and 

WHEREAS , The Sangerfest Grand Concert will be he ld Friday, July I , 200S, in the Mcintyre Hall of the Skagit Valley Commu
nity College in Me Vernon ; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Washington State Senate honor Norwegian Musical Heritage Day in the state of 
Washington , July I. 200S. and encourage all citizens to honor the musical contributions of our citizens of Norwegian heritage; ancl 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , That a copy of thi s reso lution be immediately transmilted by the Secretary of the Senate to the 
Norwegian Singers Association. 

I. Thomas Hoemann, Secretary of the Senate, do hereby certify that this is a true ancl correct copy of Senate Resolution 8663. 
adopted by the Senate 
March 28 . 200S 
T HOMAS HOEMANN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Skag it Valle)' Mal1l1.1'kor Presideni & Sallgafes! Co-Chairman LOll Oral'etz (I), 

Sell Mory Margoret Hallg ell D-Cu/11oI70 IS/Olld, Sell Horriet Spalle! D-40'h District 
and chorus SecretOlY Sid Iverson. 
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Slots"" Table Games"" Restaurant 

Bingo ~ Poker"" Live Boxing 

Off-Track Betting ~ Banquets 


RV Park ~ Live Comedy 

. . . .. . .Monthly Sports Parties 

______ ~J 
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It is with great pleasure that we welcome singers and guests to Mount Vernon 
for SangeJj'est 2005. 

A nation's culture and traditions are introduced to the rest of the world primarily 
through its art, literature and music. Through the efforts of the Pacific Coast 
Norwegian Singers Association and its many choruses from San Diego to 
Bellingham, the Norwegian spirit through music does thrive on the Pacific Coast. 
On behalf of Norway. her people, and this consulate, I want to thank you all for 
your tireless efforts throughout the years for blinging the music of Norway to our area. 

The annual meeting of the choruses is a tradjtion that has existed for over 90 
years. We congratulate the Skagit Valley Mannskor as a first-time host and extend 
to you all our best wishes for a success ful Sal/gel/est. 

Med sangerhilsen, 

Thomas A. Stang 
Consul 
~ 

q;9t;al. I ()-/·((~.iCl/1. (loll'f(;/a/.(· 

KIM NESSElQUIST 

VICE CONSUL OF NQRWA'f 


Dear Singers, 

Il is a great honor and pleasure for me to welcome all of you to the 96th Annual Sangel/est. 

hosted by the Skagit Valley Mannskor. 


Being the year when we commemorate the 100 years that have passed since the union with 

Sweden was peacefully dissolved. this year's Sanger/est is of special importance. 


Your promotion of song and music, this very important aspect of our Norwegian heritage is va luable to all of us. 


Thank you to Skagit Valley Mannskor, and thank you to all of you for keeping our heritage alive. 


Lykke til. 


Med vent/lig hi/sen 
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f LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC. >
! 5415 - 24th Ave. NW. 

o 
cD 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

c:: 

(206, 789-3011 


\ ------- 

Scandinavian Specialties 

Best wishes for a Successful Sangerfest! 
S~ IfDU wiJh S~ U caci.e4.,


r;iII il,e"u a.d. ~ Unce 1963. 

Visit us on the we b at our websitt:: 

www.scanselect.cOIll 
LARGEST SCANDINA 1'IAN STORE IN THE WEST! 

15 1h6719 - Ave NW, Seattle WA 98117 

Phone: 206-784-7020· Toll-free: 1-877-784-7020 


We ship via UPS. Mastercard & Vi sa acceplcd . Call for our product li st. 


\ .... 

Dear Singers and Guests, 

On behalf of the Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers As
sociation and the Skagit Valley Mallnskor we bid you a 
hearty welcome to our 961h Sanger/est and thank you 
for helping us keep the tradition alive. 

With your cooperation, hard work and enthusiasm we 
will execute the Forbund bu siness . Performing in a 
brand new concert hall , the PCNSA Singers and interna

tionally acclaimed 
soloists will be a 
treat of a lifetime . 

Enj oy your stay in 
Skagit Valle y 
enjoy the beautiful 
song and music 
and e nJoy the 
camaraderie. 

Med sangerhilsen, 

Ronald Olsen 
PCNSA Pres ident 

I\...~__________________--,J 

NORTH 

AMERICAN, 


INC. 


ERLING & LlV SKAAR & FAMILY Off_206-634-3399 
250 NW 39th St. Suite 5, Seattle WA 98107 Res. 206-782-5193 
E-mail: cleanfish@aol.com Fax 206-633-3185 
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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR 

As the Mayor of Mount Vernon, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
you to our great City for the 96th annual Sangerfest sponsored by the Pacific Coast 
Norwegian Singers Association. 

Music makes up a large portion of our nation's heritage and culture. I want to 
commend the hard work and dedication of the event organizers and participants in 
bringing this great venue to our state. Without the commitment of these individuals, 
events such as this would cease to exist. 

The City of Mount Vernon is located about half-way between Seallie and the Canadian border. With the magestic Cascade 
Mountains to the East, and picturesque San Juan Islands to the West, it is a beautiful place to live, work or play. I hope that 
you enjoy our beautiful McIntyre Hall Performing Arts Center. I am sure it will prove to be the perfect venue for your event. I 
would also encourage you to take the time to visit some of the various attractions that Mount Vernon has to offer and I hope 
that you find your stay here in our wonderful City very fulfilling and rewarding. 

I wish you the best of luck in producing a successful event here in our City. 

Sincerely, 

Bud Norri s 
Mayor 

-==-~ 
Buflin ton 
,..." co,." . N ••• ,..".g_, " 

Greetings to the Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers and Guests, 

We welcome you to beautiful Skagit Valley. We're proud to have this 
wonderful event in the very majestic McIntyre Hall. Your music and 
song is a very important aspect of Norwegian heritage. We extend our 
best wishes for a great concert. 

Sincerely, 


Mayor Roger "Gus" Tjeerdsm<l 

City of Burlington, Washington 
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Sharing your good fortune. 
Wouldn't it be great to give a substantial gift to 
the organizations you care about most while 
staying true to your budget? 

With a gift of life insurance you can. [t's an affordable, 
easy, and flexible way to make a difference. 


For more information on planned charitable giving and 

the qualification requirements, call today. 


Kent N. Jensen, ChFC, RHU, FIC Robert A. Ford, LUTCF, FIC 
Senior Financial Consultant Financial Associate 

Burlington, WA • 360-757-9300 

21822 N9-03 20030355 7 ©2005 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

'-r\~._ - _~_ - _ - _ - _ - _ ~_ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ J-- _ - _-- _ - _ - _ - _ ~-- _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-- _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ - _ ---' 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

It is a pleasure to send you my wannest greetings from the City of Oak Harbor! 


The dedication of the Norwegian chorus groups to "keep the spirit of the old country ali ve" 

for generations to come is so important to the preservation of Norway's history. 

Whidbey Island is blessed with it rich variety of cultures. This is what makes our Island a very special place to live and play; 
and we are proud of the little known fact that the history of Norwegian immigration to Whidbey Island dates back 155 years 
when Zacharias Martin Taftezon and hi s family settled in Oak Harbor. 

On behalf of the City of Oak Harbor, best wishes for a successful event! 

Sincerely. 

Patricia A . Cohen 


Mayor 


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Thank you for your kind invitation to this year's Sangerfest to be held from 
June 291h to July 2, 2005. Although I am unable to attend, I send my greetings 
to all the participants and guests of this year's event' 

The City of Bellingham has a tradition of fostering musical talent and welcom
ing diversity. Your cvent brings pride to tbe Norwegian community and adds to 
the celebration of the arts that draws people to the Pacific Northwest. 

Best wishes for a successful and enterraining pageant' 

Very truly yours, 

Mark Asmundson , Mayor 
City of Bellingham 
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1905-2005 •••• Celebrating Norway's Centennial 


This souvenir program cover./i-om the 1905 Sangelfest held in Portland, Oregon is a clear indication of the 
strong ties Ivhich already existed between the United Slates and Norway 01 the time she achieved the peacetit! 
dissolution of the Ilnion with Sweden. (Reprinted with permission. WESTEIIN VIJ\INt;) 

The hosl chorus of 1905 - the Port/and Singing Society. 
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Skagit Valley Mannskor ~ 2005 Sangerfest Host 


Singers'Saga 
by Dr. All' Lunder Knudsen 

The male chorus as we know it today came into existence during the late 181h and early 19lh centuries. Although 
Germany and Switzerland generally are considered it 'birthplace'. England , Wales and Scandinavia quickly em
braced the movemenl. By the mid-19lh century music societies were established in Norwegian cities such as Oslo 
Bergen, Stavanger and Trondhcim. 

A brief history of the I60-year-old Oslo Htmdverker Sal1gjorenillg - having been organized in 1845 - is chronicled 
on page 12. 

Even earlier, by the 1830s, student singing-groups published books with songs arranged in 3-part harmony for use 
at meetings and festive occasions. 

In 1819, an article appearing anonymously in the newspaper Morgenblodet claimed that choral singing was "the 
art H)hereby the Spirit is elevated. the Heart is touched, the Body is strengthened, the Person (Human Being) is 
ennobled. yes. the entire Society plVspers. " (. .. den Konst , hvorved Aanden opl¢.fies. Hjertet r¢res. Orgwlet styrkes, 
MenllesketfoJ"((:,dles,jo hele Sornjimdellhrives). The article concluded by challenging a musician named Lars Roverud 
(1777-1850) to organize choruses. Roverud accepted the challenge, unsuccessfully, but it appears that quartet singing 
was nevertheless quite popular in the following decades and many other people actively promoted quartet singing. 

The late Bishop U. Vilhelm Koren, former President of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church Synod in 
America, has claimed students from Bergen organized the first student quartet in Oslo in 1844. Behrens was their 
leader, Pastor lens Mikel Lund I <I tenor, Koren 2nd tenor, Hartvig Lassen I<I bass and Chr. Hartwig 2nd bass. The 
following year the quartet, hac! prepared a few songs to participate in the first Nordic student meeting in Copenhagen. 
On the way down they heard the impressive Uppso{a sludenrkijren (The Uppsala Student Chorus) perform in Lund 
and became so discouraged that their quartet never peri"ormeci one song on the entire trip. 

(Continues on page 38... ) 
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Oslo Handverker Sangforening 

dir. E p n Erdal 

.I. G.Oonradi. 

Blu. , 80m 
Vu ld, at 

De t or , o! 

Oslo Handverker Sangforening 
Established November 71h 1845 

Already back in 1843, the 23-year old musician 1. G. Conradi founded a male chorus which consisted of 20 
academics and journeymen, and this became the first official male chorus in Norway. There existed already a 
male chorus among the Freemasons, founded in 1842, but this chorus did not count officially. The Craftsmen 
have thus been part of the Norwegian choir movement from the very start. This first choral society sometimes 
assisted at church concerts which Ludvig Mathias Lindeman staged in Velr Frelsers kirke. After a couple of 
years this choral society was stopped, but already the same year, the craftsmen startet again on initiative from 
1.G. Conradi. In the newspaper Morgenbladet the 81h of November 1845 one could read: 

"De Herrer der ¢nsker at de/tage i en Sangforening for Haandverkere, vii behage at 
tegne deres Navne paa en i Cappelens Bog/ade udlagt lisle. " 

"The gentlemen who wish to participate in a choral society for Craftsmen, be pleased 
to sign their names on one in Cappelen's Bookstore displayed list. " 

'h
Christiania the 7 of November 1845. 

1. G. Conradi 

During Conradi's inspiring leadership the chorus was invited to perform whenever there were festivities in the 
city, on Constitution Day, 171h of May and otherwise. Later, Conradi was succeeded by many well known 
musicians, like Joh. D. Behrens, Paolo Sperati, Ole Olsen, Thorvald Lammers, Iver Holter, Eyvind Alores, 
Frithjof Spalder, Dag Kristoffersen, Thorbj¢rn Dahl, Olaf Skaffloth, Jon Bara Johansen, Rolf Nymark - and 
lip till today's conductor Espen Erda!. 
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Oslo H andverker Sangforening 
Espen Erdal, Director 

VALLEY FARM 
C E ~ T E R 

30S Freeway Dr. , Mounl Vem on, WA 98273 
Phone 360·336·3 123 Fax 360 -336-5057 

Smail ol s o n@llw li nk. com 

Purina • Logan Coach • Kiefer BUilt • Nutrena 

\. _-------------------
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D r. Howard Mizuta 

·P(,~e·r -. eel t to But Utlltiu I" dwtIT;(tl 

• li.ld U niversity of\: . shingtotl 

• 	Refer ral Dentist for U ofW " Dcn~l l 

Fears Research C linic" 
• Mentor for C reating Rcs{or;u-jvc 

Excellence. C('mcr to r Advanccd 

Dental Lea rning 

• Americal1 Demal Assod:u.iurl 
• Peer Rcvil'\V Committee 
• Serving Skag it COlllllY Since 197(, 

GENTLE DENTISTRY© 
HOWARD M. M[ZUTA, D. D. S .. P S. 

CALL 360-424-1990C;"ner.1! Jnd Sedation Dentistry 

21 00 EJst Section Strel't, ' lIire 101 
 I VISA I 

MounrVernon. WA 911274 -
~~-------------------------------~ 

r---,
La Conner 

DRUGSTORE 
Est. 1877 

Everyday Low Prices 
Open: Mon-Fri ~ 9 to 7 Sat ~ 9 to 6 

466-3124 
708 E. Morris Street ~ LaCollller 

\~--------------------------------~ 

the 

dining experience! 
• 	 Locally ownded & operated for 50+ years 

• 	 Prime Rib, Steak & Seafood 

• 	 Dinner from 4:00 daily 

• 	 Early Bird Specials from 4 to 6 pm 

• 	 Lunch Mon. - Fri. 11:30 - 4 

• 	 Large Booths, Warm Family Atmosphere 

• 	 Smoke Free Dining Room 

• 	 Enteltainment in Lounge Fri. & Sat. 
Evenings 

• 	 Two Comfortable, Private Rooms for 
Groups up to 70 people 

2030 Ri verside Dri ve • Mount Vernon 
(360) 424-7171 

~----------------------------------~ 

cffl:e ~itop cfiJ:ancial r!il':am 
FIN A N C I A L F U T U RES PEe I A LIS T S® 


Income Tax & Retirement Planning 


Phillip E. Multop, CPA 

Certified Financial Planner® 


Master's Degree Taxation 


,~~
(360) 671-7891 
www.multop.com _T 
Bellingham, WA n16 

CS\1.\.Ce t,
CALL FOR A FREE REVIEW! 

\_------------------------~--------------------------~-------------~) 
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Norwegian Male Chorus of Bellingham 

'Be[fingham, washington greetings ana~est 


Sangerfest 
wishesfor 2003 

~e[angham 

9\f9rwegian 
Mafe chorus 

15 



Thinking about REAL ESTATE? 

THINK 


E X C L U I VEL Y 


PREVIEW 
PROPERTIES. INC. 

Congratulations Skagit Valley Mannskor with the first 

Sangerfest in Mount Vernon. Best wishes to you and the 

PCNSA celebration ofNorway's 100 year anniversary 


Finn Hedin Bill Young 
(206) 399-0099 (206) 650-7300 

EVERETT 
Office 

(425) 348·9200 
Manager 

Bill Solway 
(425) 348·9200 

MARYSVILLE 
Office 

(360) 659·6800 
Manager 

BRENDAHAUG 
(425) 290·2125 

SHORELINE 
Office 

(206) 542·2171 
Manager 

Bill D. Young 
(206) 650·7300 

BOTHELL 
Office 

(425) 488·6000 
Manager 

Jess Stansberry 
(425) 683·9330 

STANWOOD 
Office 

(360) 629·3400 
Manager 

MITZI CAMERON 
(425) 508·9393 

j 
I 
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Everett Norwegian Male Chorus 

Front Row: Ted West, Sivert Joramo, Dick Dale, Accompanist Betty Williams, 

Director Steve Jensen, Asbjorn Engevik, Claire Egtvedt, Bob Larson. 


Back Row: Finn Hedin, Arne Rostad, Gary Strombo, President Allen Feris, 

Robe11 D. Larson, Larry Thompson, Richard Olson, Gary Hippe, Jack Wells, Rick Larson. 


The Everett Chorus was organized August 5, 1902, in Quanl and Clausen:s store. 


It \-I/as one offivefounding members ofthe Pac{fic Coast Norwegian Singers Association. 


It also had the distinct honor ofhosting the very first West Coast Sanget:fest in 1903. 


With only three exceptions, Sangerj'est has been held every year since then. 


Good luck to the Skagit Valley Mannskor in their very first hosting ofSangeljest! 


\----------------------------------------------------------------------/ 
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2()()5 Sangetjest Sofoists 


T,c[5tmumfsen Tspen T,rda{ Sverre Sdr60rg 
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Steve Jensen C. Robert Johnston DJ: Jeffi Y!y Highland 
DireclOr-in-Chief Asst. D irector-in -Chief Accompanist 

Ron Olsell 

President 


Mark Agen er 

Vice President 


Claire Egtvedt 

Se('rerary 


Ed Crosby 

Treasurer 


Photo 

not 

available 

Erlillg Skoor Boh Flugum PhilOverll/lld Dick Dale 
Washill g ton Trustee Oregon Trustee California Tru stee Murslwl 
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Program Notes 
by Dr. Alf Lunder Knudsen 

Hil dig, Norge ... 
... Hail 10 you, Norway. The lyrics for this patriotic song are by Per 
Sivle (I 857-19(4) and music by Rudolph Magnus Forwald (1869
1936). Wehuilyou, NOl'lvlI)\ our land. ourfatherland. YOlirglOlyis 

ours, your virtue ollr SOIl,l' 'fi)re\lel: By IVord and hy deed you shall 

he hOllored all10ng councils oj'llmion.I·. We hail you, NOl1vay. 

Na ar fjordene blaaner ... 
When the Fjords Turn Blue - depicts the re-awakening of nature as 
yet another spring anives in Norway. It is a praise, not only to the 
blue tjords, the beautiful and fragrant 11owers, the rushing brooks 
and the singing birds, but to the hard working men and women of 
Norway as well. In seven words, Gud signe dig NO/ge. mil deilige 

Lond (God Bless You Norway My Beautiful Land), the lyricist John 
Paulsen of Bergen, has braided into this song a simple prayer lor 
the homeland. The Norwegian emigrant composer, organist and 
choral director Alfred Paulsen of Chicago helped immortalize the 
song with perhaps his best known tunc, which he wrote in 1907. A. 
Paulsen, a studeIll of L.M. Lindemann and Edvard Glieg, also com
posed and wrote arrangements under the pseudonym of Leon Lam
bert. He was church organist in Jacob's Church in Oslo until 1888, 
the year he went to the US. From 1895 he was organist and choral 
conductor of"Bethania" and directed both the Norwegian Glee Club 
and the Norwegian Quartette Club of Chicago. Perhaps the best 
known Paulsen - Alfred's brother- was Axel who excelled in sports 
and became World and Olympic Champion both in speed and fig
ure skating. In the latter category his name lives in perpetuity as the 
innovator of the pirouettes AXEL and DOUBLE AXEL. 

Tonerna - Music 
Carl Sjoberg (1861 - J9(0) a Swedish medical doctor was a self
taught composer best know for the song Tonerna ( 1894) made fa

mous by Swedish tenor Jussie Bjorling. Albelto Bimboni arranged 
this version for male chorus and Helen Kaminski has translated 
E.G. Geijer's poem. 

Dark (Ire Ihe sorrows thm come by nighl 


Dreo/Ils seek)!)r music to hring release, 


Day dawns with sorrow. with sorrow Ihul dill1s ils lighl. 

Day .Ieeks.for /'Ill/sic fin' song /Jringillg peace. 


Songs bring ({ promise (if.l'weet cOl'ltelll. 

Hope hrighlells the sad hearl while tones ring wilh mirlh 


Songs bring a vision. a vision Ihat :1' heaven-sent. 


Love sings in raplure CIS life thrills Ihe earth. 

Klara stjiirna... 
Song by Swedish composer H. Wetterling 
Clearest star you who shines, Shim'ring in the dark blue sky 
Do not hide your eye from me. To the dwelling where you dazzle 
I yearn to go from this earth's rabble Gentle star up to thee. 

Varde - The Beacon 
Norwegian King Haakon the Good (919-961) ordered beacons built 
atop mountain peaks throughout the land. Per Si vie's (1857-1904) 
poem refers to the age-old custom of lighting the beacons to signal 
people of an approaching enemy. [n a matter ofdays the entire coun
try - Norway's 12,400-miJe coastline from south to north - could 

thus be alerted. However, an acti ve participant in Norway's na
tional revival movement Sivlc applies the historic events to his 
'present day' Norway with a premonition of what was to come, 
leading up to the 1905 peaceful separation from Sweden aher nearly 
500 years of foreign I1Ile of the nation. The poem describes the 
husband awakened by banging on the door. "Wh{lf\ UI)?" "Tis 

lime f(} go - Ihe beacon is burning Oil Ihe /llOul1winIOIJ" ... ({nd 

ever\, l/1(/n knew al Ihal momenllhol now war had hil Ihe lalld ... 

They g({lhered logelher/i'Oll/ place 10 place. ji)/Imved the leader 

and thej{)e gol a tasle r!/what bllrning the heacon mea/ll ... The 
solo is a prayer-like wish hoping that the country never be caught 
off guard without beacons ready to burn, but should that happen 
Sivle knew that the flame would still burn in the heaI1S of Norway's 
sons. Johannes Haarklou's (1847-1925) exciting musical score 
made Lhis one of the most favored songs in the Norwegian male 
chorus repertoire. 

Hav ... 
Poem by ldar Handagarcl and melody by Oscar Borg 
Hey, YOIi swooping sea gull; 


Hey, leI lI1etollow you. 


ClIn), l11e iiI/. YOllr while wings 

Over your sell-blue way. 


Carry me oUI there where Ihe floorboard/bewn limber 


Is lite chesl-wide blue waves. 


The sk,)',I()r {( roo./arching abo\Ie, 

C({ny me out Ihere where the ocean \' 


Broad-minded proud song soullds 

Thmugh Ihe desolate do/'ne!calhedral 


As the only melody \' pilCh. 

There I will ride Ihe waves, s({il o'er Ihe shinY' .I'e(/, 


Splashed by Ihe .\'a/~v sca-.lpray (while-caps)! 


Lonely out Ihere die. 


Landkjenning ... 
Bj01l1stjel1le Bj0rnson's collaboration with Edvard Grieg was to 
include an orera, Olav TrygvClson. the Viking King; however, when 
Grieg stalted composing the music to Henrik Ibsen's Peer GylII. a 
16 year break developed between Bj0rnson ancl the composer. The 
opera was never completed, but Landkienning still remains alive. 
The original score calls for Male Chorus, Baritone Soloist, Brass 
Band and Organ. May 17, 1872 was a memorable day as the world 
premier of Londkjenning took place at the Akershus Fortress in 
Oslo. The occasion was a fundraising bazaar held for the restora
tion of the Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim. Bj0rnson had written 
the poem for this occasion basing his text on Snorre Sturlason 's 
account of Olav Trygvason's plan to build a church in Nidaros
the meclieval name for Trondheim -upon his return to Norway in 
AD 995. Young Olav had become a Christian in England and wanted 
to bring Christianity to NOIway. In his solo Olav expresses his 
faith in the Almighty and his men reiterate his prayer in a rousing 
grand finale. Norwegian composer Ragnar S¢derlind and lyricist 
Knut Moe have completed the opera, Olav Trygv({son to the tune 
of NOK II million. The opening number of the opera is 
LCllldkjennillg. The world premiere of the opera took place in 
GrieglwUen September 26, 2000 in Bergen, Norway. 
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Grand Concert Program 
Steve Jensen , Director-in-Chief • G. Robert Johnston., Assistant Director-in-Chief 


Dr. Jeffrey Highland, Piano Accompanist 

Ed Amundson, Espen Erdal and SvelTe Sorborg, Soloists 


Sangerfest Grand Chorus 

Steve Jensen, Director 
Hil di g, Norge ............. ...... ...... ..... ...... ....... ........ ... ............. ....... ..... Per Sivle/ R. M. Forwald 

Naar fj ordene blaaner ..... ...... .. ......... ....... ....... .. .. ... ... .. ... ... .... .. John Paulsen/ Alfred Paulsen 

Down in the Valley ........ .. ... .... ..... ... ......... ...... ... ...... .... .... .... .... ... ... ...... ...... . an George Mead 

The Lost Chord ..... .......... ....... .... ..... ....... ... ..... ... ...... ...... .. A. Proctor/ A. Sullivan/ J. Brewer 

T hi s Is My Country .. .. .. ..... ........... ...... ...... ......... .... .. .. D. Raye/ A. Jacobs/ arr R. Ringwald 


Robert Johnston, Director 
Tonerna .... ........................... ..... ...... .. .................. ..... .... ...... ... GeUer/ Sjoberg/ arr A Bimboni 

Klara stj iirna ..................... ..... .......... ................. ...... ........... ....... ......... ........... .... H. Wetterling 

Battle Hymn of the Republic ..... ......... ... ...... ..... .... .... .. J .Howe/ W. Stetfe/ arr P Wilhousky 


Oslo Handverker Sangforening 
Espen Erdal, Director 

Solnedgang ................ ........ .... ... .... ....................... .... ... ..... .......... J.G. Conradi / F. J. Hansen 

Nordmandssang (Der ligger et land ... ) ....................... ... ... ........ R. Nordraak / Bj . Bjornson 

Brudefrerden i Hardanger .. .... ... .. ........................... ......... .... .... ........... H. Kj erulf / A. Munch 

Orfeus sjong ..... ............ .... ............. .. .. .. ........... ... O.Lindblad/ W. Shakespeare/ O .F.Hagberg 

Kung Lilj ekon valje ...... .... ..... ....... .. ... .... ...... .. .......... ..... ... ...... ..... .. D . Wikander / G . Froding 

So l vet .. .... ......... ... .... .. .. .... ..... ... ......... ... ... ........ ... T. Lammers/ arr. B. Heradstveit / H. Ibsen 


Intermission 

Sangerfest Grand Chorus 
Steve Jensen, Director 

Varde ..... ......... ......................... ... ..... .......................... .......... .... ........ ... Per Si v lei J . Haarklou 

Sverre S(o rbOl/!" Soloist 

Hav ......... .. .... .. ...... ..... ....... ... ... .... ...... .... ...... .. .. ..... ... ...... .... .... .. ... ..... ....... .. .. .. .... ... Oscar Borg 


Robert Johnston, Director 
Astri mi Astri ........................ ...... ...... ............................. Norwegian Folk Song/ arr F. Wick 

Built on a Rock ........................... .... ................ N. Grundtvig/ LM Lindeman/ alT H. Moyer 


Steve Jensen, Director 
My Heal1's in the Highlands ....... .. ........ .. .... ....... .... ..... .... .. .. ...... ...... ..... . R . Burns/ D. Moore 

America the Beautiful ..... ... ...... .... ... ........... ... ...... .. .. .. .. ..... ... .. K. Bates/ S. Ward/ arr F. Wick 


Ed Amundson, Soloist 
Landkjending .... ................... ......... ..... .............................. ......... ........ Bj. Bjornson/ E. Grieg 


Espen Erda!, Soloist 

/--- _ .._.-_._._------' 
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SCOTT E. BERG 
Financial Consultan t 

£1A. G. EDWAR DS & SONS, INC. 
130 1 Riverside Drive , Suite D V 
Mt. Vernon , WA 98273-2483 

EDWARDS 
360/424-0302 FUll y INVES EO 

toll-free: 800/365-2393 INOURCLIE IS 

fax: 360/424-1071 


CA Insurance Lie # OC791 03 

www.agedwards.eom/fe/seott . berg 


Member New York Stock ExclJange. Inc. 

_J\ 

60 'h,I....--- 
• AUDI.er.IKr y 

ROGER LERVICK 

Chairman & CEO 


(206) 51 5-2400 P.O . Box 699 
fax : (206) 515-2485 Stanwood, Washington 98292 

HONDA 


l-800-745-7467 

(360) 757-7467 Offi ce High Quality Ncw & Used Autos 
(360) 757-2825 Fax. 

htt p://www .simshonda.colll 16 15 S. Go ldenrod Rd. 

info@s imshonda.com Burlington, W A 98233 
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YOU DESERVE THE BEST CARE 

BY THE BEST DOCTORS 


KaAr.ten R. Lang, M .D . 

ORTHOPAEDIC Patrick M. tvons. M .D. 
SURGERY Kenneth M. Oates, M.D. 

Stacia A . Smith, M.D. 

PODIATRYI Timothy E. Messmer, D .P.M. 
FOOT & ANKLE Staphan J . MIliaI'. D.P.M. 

PHYSICAL MEDICINE R b G Bill DO
& REHABIUTAnON 0 ert. ow, .. 

PHYSICAL Bren Nelson, M.S.P.T. 
THERAPY Stave Z. Laszlo. P.T.A. 

OCCUPAnONAL Donna M_ Klein, O.T.THERAPY 

OCCUPAnONAL Deborah M. Benz, M .D.
MEDICINE 

Mark J . Galloway, P.A.-C. 
PHYSICIAN RIchard L Gerlach, PA.-C. 

ASSISTANTS Larry V. Ivory, P.A.-C. 
Mark S . Vollrath, P.A.-C. 

f Northwest 
~. Orthopaedic 
... Surgeons 

___ .n_oaonllna.coftl 

MOUNT VERNON LOCATIONs 
ISOO C ontinental Place 

3 blocks East off College Wrt! 

(360) 424-7041 

ANACORTES LOCATION: 
1017 20th Street 
I block West of CommercIal! 
(360) 2~J-4S8S 

22 

http:imshonda.com
http://www.simshonda.colll
www.agedwards.eom/fe/seott


Vestre Sund Mannskor of Poulsbo 


In memory of 

Idan G. Gilbertson 


Enjoyed 55 Sangerfests and 66 years 

with the 


Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association 

and the 


Everett Norwegian A1ale Chorus 


"Greetings and Best Wishes" 

Mildred Gilbertson and Family 
Jeny ~ Norma ~ Greg ~ Traci ~ Brooke ~ Nicole 
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NORWEGIAN' 
/) 

COMMERCIAL 

/I"
/., 

'

TRUSTEES 
WEBJ0RN ErKREM 
EINAR LA NGESATER 
WILLIAM E. BRIGHT 

OFFICERS 

DOUG DIXON 

VICTORIA SANGREY 

KATHLEEN H. KNUDSEN 

OSMUND KVITHAMM ER 
7, '{, (IJl lrer 

KARL JOHAN UR I 
MC'lIlhership .\·t'crelllry 0YVIND HE NN IN GSEN 

G. ROBERT JOHNSTON MAILING ADDRESS · PO. Box 70408 · Sm/ll~. IVA 98127 JOHN ELLINGBOE 
IIIIJllcr/i (l{(' Pas! Pre.\' idel/! MEETINGS' LeU'Erikson I--Iall' 2245 N. W 571h Slr~('( • S~alile. IVA DOUG \VARNE 

Best Wishes for a 

Successful Sangerfest 


c 
o 3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle WA 98117 
u 

14 Blocks North of Ballard Locks 
011 

> 206-789-5707 

Hours: Tues-Sat 10 am - 4 pm 


Sunday 12 noon - 4 pm 

www.nordicmuseum.com 


Preserving 

Your 


Heritage 

Celebrating 

Traditions 


Exhibitions 

and Programs 


for the Whole Family 


Visit our 
Norwegian Gallery 
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Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle 

Best VVishes For 

A Successful San,g(erfest 


From Your Brother Singers In The 


Norwegtan Male Chorus of Seatde 

Capt. Dale Pederson, President 

Ken Lake, Secretary 
- -=-- ...... 

Dr. Air Lunder Knudsen 
Director 

G. Robert Johnston 
Director 

Vada Highbee 
Accompanist 
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Til Iykke med S'lnget festen fi-q 

Leif Erikson Lodge # 1 

Sons of Norway 


Velkommen to our annual Lodge Bazaar 

October 29 &30., 2005 


2245 NW 57th Street, Seattle, Washington 98107 

phone: 206-783- 1274 fax: 206-783-1726 


email: LeifELodge@aol.com 

www.hometown.aol.com/leifelodge 


Building Homes 

from D'reams 


&Nei~hborhoods 

froiff1\1emories 


Jin:J Hansell Mitzel
lIU HOMES 

toll free: 877-426·7355 
1111 Cleveland Avenue. Suite 201 IMount Vernon, WA 98273 

Foss MARITIME COMPANY 


C ONGRATULATES THE 


NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY 


ON THE EVENT OF THE 


96TH ANNUAL S ANGER FEST 


AND GRAND CONCERT 


IN 


MOUNT VERNON. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SKAGIT VALLEY MANNSKOR 


AS HOSTS FOR THE 


96TH PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION'S SANGERFEST 


660 WEST EWING STREET • SEATTLE, WA 98119 
206-281-3800 • WWW.FOSS.COM 
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Normanna Male Chorus of Tacoma 


Dr. Jon MalminSANCt£JZ. HILS£N FAA Director 
NOJZ.MANNA MAL£ C.HOJZ.U5 

OFTAc.OMA 

Gene Wilson, President Jean Malmin Accompanist 
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ICICLE SEAFOODS, INC. 

4019 - 21st Avenue West. Seattle, WA 98199 • P.O. Box 79003 • Seattle, WA 98119 

Tel: 206-282-0988 • Fax: 206-282-7222 

~1 Blackjack! 

1·5 

EXIT 210 


GO EAST TO 35TH 

angelofthewinds.com 360·474·9740 

\ _________________________________J 
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The Thorsmen Chorus of Salem 


Congratulations & Best Wishes To 

Skagit Valley Mannskor 


As They Host 


Their First PCNSA Sangerfest 


The Salem Thorsmen 

Peter Bu tle r, Direc tor Ro be rt John so n, Pres ide nt 
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. ~~ 
lJ:l!U:JmMijtIa ~ 

~354-4071DUANE SCHOLTEN "'DIi* 

Presidenl - Mobl e (~O) 380-5147 FAX (360) 354-4094 

ReSJi60) 354-8' 23 
8223 Guide Meridian • Lynden, A 98264 

4W1n•••cheq .com • www.,cholttnnquipmenl ,com 

Kubola 

JCB 

Claas 

Agco-Allis 

Roto-Mix 

Landprlde 

Pa1z 

Loewen 

Hesston 

Reynolds 

Kemper 

, 
) 

I, .~~ 218 McMillan 
P.O. Box 948 

~ ~ Blaine. Washington 
.c:.: 98231-Q948 -!

~ 

Westman -,-\ --- <> "- 1[ 
.- . - ~L- ,- _- "L1I Marine 


I' 
 Bob Gudmundson 
Yard ManagerI' 

Phone: (360) 332-5051 Fax: (360) 332-5506 

~ \ 

Kern Funeral Home (sillce 19 13) 

11 22 S. 3rt! SI. • Mount Vernon, Washington 98273 

Phone (360) 336-2 1 S3 • Fax (360) 336-2 1 S4 


Best Wishes for a Successful Sangerfest 

Mount Vernon Mausoleum 
Columbariull1 & Celnetery 

1200 E. Fir St. • Mount Vernon, Washington 98273 
Phone (360) 336-684S 

\.. 

"" 


Skagit "The High 
Farmers Toztch Bank}} 
Supply 

Burlington 757-4055 
Mt. Vernon 424-4207 
Sedro Woolley 856-6567 
Stanwood 629-7033 

\ ,/" 

• ReJm nd 
• cal lie 

• cqUl n1 
• Sil verdale 
• . mokcy Point 
• _ nohomish 
• tanwoo I 
• • umner 
• T,J orna 
• Totem U1kc 
• Woodinvi lle 

• ;\rlingt n 
• \!aJll bridgc Islund 
• Bel lingham 
• Nil.: II 
• Buckley 
• ulla!1 
• Edgewood/Milton 
• tim nd~ 
• Everc\[ 
• Ken l 
• Ki rk land 
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The Eugene Norsemen 


Sangerfest greetings 

from the Norsemen 


Director 

Ed Amundson 


Accompanist 

Birgit Sand 
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Trident ~eafoods has been servin~ the fillest restaurants for 
®Trident __ a SEAFOODSover a quarter century, Now our ~ourmet seafood products 

are avaible to take home, Available locally at Ha~~en - "'.. :: 
Foods, Top Foods, QFC, Costco and other fine retailers, For aDelicious Seafood Experience 

www.T1"identSeafoods. om 

',,--------------------
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Nardisk Sangkar of Sacramento 


Best Wishes 

for a successful Sangerfest 


from 


O-SO SWEET 
PUIIE RAW 

BLACKBERRY 

u.s. Faa, 
P...... s, 

oso HONE' co. 
ARUNGTON , WA. '8223 

tET WT. 2. u. (80) 
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I 

Dingy, 
Yach~ or 

Viking Ship 

Raben and nne K onsrad 

507 Nurd 17 th Sere t 

Lynden, W ashington 9 264-1179 

Ha ve ,\ succes~fll l ilngerfc t 2005 1 

\ '--------------------------------- 

FARMHOUSE INN 
13724 La Conner - Whi tney Rd 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
360-466-441 I Fax 466-44 13 

Terry Brazas 
General Manage r/Owner 

A Skagit Vall ey Landmark  Country charm wi th a warm fam
il y atmosphere and homestyle cooking. Enj oy our Prime Ri b 
buffet. traditional turkey dinners, yummy sand wiches and 
sa lads. fres hl y-baked desse rts, including our famous Mile
Hi gh Icmon mcringue pie. In-house caterin g avail ab le. 

-
c otor 

IMPORT AUTOMOBILE 

SERVICE & REPAIR 


Committed to me late I technology (01" 

A ian , welJ 

1319 Comm reial Ave. i\naco rt~ • 293-4188 

COMMERCIAL COLD STORAGE 

Serving the North Pacific Seafood Industry 

For twenty-five years 


1011 South 1st P.O. Box 1167 360-336-6625 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 206-223-11 25 

360-336-6625 (fax) 
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Normanna Glee Club of Oakland 


BEST WISHES 

FORA 


GOOD SANGERFEST 


A Tradition of Singing 
Die · kyer, Dired or IlulVard Hanse n, President Since 1923 
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~beir boiees babe been stilld.l... 

Rudy Christensen (Everett) 


Stewart Govig (Tacoma) 

Harold Klett (Everett) 

Earl Ness (Oakland) 


Anders Saatvedt (Everett) 

Bob Walhood (San Diego) 


jfreb ober beres minne! 

couonTn~e Jnn 
&tOllvenlion Center 

Harmonizing CornfOl't &. Quality 

• n("~lauranl &: I,'HIII~t· Oil-Site • Full Sf'I'vj('(' Fa('ilil~' 

• Shull I., to S4'a-Tat' .\il'IH>rl 

• Fref' W irt'le~ ltigh Spl~~d Internet 

• .2 I ] lolU' Front l)t-:-;IJ (;o(f~ ...· S.'n it ... 

• COlfIl'lillwnlar~ 1)..1.1'\:1' lIot Bn'akfa;-;I 

'\ 
HANNEGAN SEAFOODS, LLC 


WHOLESALE RETAIL OUTLET 

Larry Jorda n, GM For more Information call: 

Phone: (360) 398-0442 (360) 398-0442 

Email: larry@h:J rlneg3JlSea foods.cQIQ Fax: (360) 398-1364 

~~----------------------------/ 

Dr. Robert H. Klein 
506 w. Grover st. 

Lynden. WA 98264 

(360) 354-6036 
Fax (360) 354-5586 

Have a nice Sangeifest 2005! 


\ ,- --------------------------~ 

Tile Scood/oov/oo HOHr 


With Ron Olsen 8 1)0110 Wurne 


Since 19S9 

KKII' - IISOAM 
SUlurdugs 

9:00 - 10:00 1/111 
Strellming live on the internet 

www.IISDltltnw.com 
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Norwegian Singing Society of San Francisco 


Our immigrant forefathers brought their love of 
song on the long voyage from Norway to the 
shores of America. This spirit is still with us today. 

Director: Diane Reiner President: Herleiv Storseter SectyfTreas: Mark Mathisen 
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Singers'Saga... 
(.. . contilluedjivl11 page II) 

On May 10, 1845 - the Eve of Pentecost - this ' distinguished ' quartet with the assistance of student Niels Jensen 
and the actor Mantzius went strolling through the streets of Oslo. To the dismay of the patrolling 'town criers/night 
watchmen' they also made frequent stops performing their quartets. Ignoring warnings to stop, the group was hauled 
off to the police station . They were all charged $2.00 - 'ringleader' Behrens $10.00 - however, the charges were later 
dropped due to "the harmonious singing" according to court records . 

Organizing choruses 

Frimurernes Sangforening (The Masonic Singing Society) in Oslo was organized in 1842, and although it was a 
good size chorus, this secluded group appears never to have performed publicly and is usually left out of chorus 
chronologies. 

Studentersang.fiJreningen was organized July 10,1845, by Johan Didrik Behrens (1820-1890), giving him the title 
of "Father of the Male Chorus Movement in Norway." The same year, on November 7, Johan Gottfried Conradi 
(1820-1896) organized Haandvrcrkersang.flJreningen (OHS) . Conradi also organized Handelsstandens Songjl)rening 
in 1845, but little is known about this chorus. 

Although the chorus was established and, apparently existed for a short while, Behrens subsequently organized a 
chorus by the same name on October 3, 1847. He also became director of OHS the following year, and has been 
credited with organizjng tills chorus on September 22, 1848. Also this was in reality a reorganization of Conradi 's old 
chorus and according to O. M. Sandvik' s account, the membership remained largely the same. There also seems to 
have been confusion on this point among the members. Not until 1855, when Conradi published a new songbook for 
Male Chorus, which he dedicated to the original OHS, did the members realize that theirs was a new chorus. On the 
title page, under his name, Conradi had put ':/orellingens st(fter " ("the chorus' organizer"). He did, however, agreed 
to change that to read "Organizer of the first Craftsmen's Singing Society in Christiania" (Sti/ier ((/' den .ff>rste 
Haandv(crkersal1g~l()rening), but only after Behrens had demanded that the statement be declared false and the 
controversy had reached the newspapers. 

Speculating on what really happened, it seems likely there had been some 'dissention in the ranks,' especially 
among the leadership, which apparently decided to reorganize and elect a new director. Perhaps there were personal
ity conflicts, after all, Conradi, in spite of all his fine qualifications, has been described as "an introvert, somewhat 
short-tempered and fastidious about artistic details," whereas Behrens was an extrovert, easy going, enthusiastic, 
extremely well-liked and, above all, a born leader. Although Behrens was "neither the greatest musician nor a great 
conductor," he was a highly gifted organizer; the three first Norwegian Male Choruses, all organized by Behrens, are 
still in existence. 

Conradi's affiliation with the two "upper class" choruses was short and often rocky. However, there was coopera
tion among different male choruses, such as Oslo's 'Three Great Ones ', which Behrens directed in the 1850s
Student-sang..foreningen, OHS and Halldelsstondens. Almost at a moment's notice, Behrens could stage a chorus of 
from 16to 170 men, which on several occasions he did. On April 16, 1850, Behrens held ajoint concert of these three 
choruses in Oslo. It was, incidentally, such a 'mass chorus ' under the direction of Behrens that fir .. t performed la, vi 
elsker. Norway's National Anthem, on May 17, 1864 in front of the Eidsvoll building and repeated the performance 
at the Palace Square in Oslo that same evening. 

Not to be outdone, Conradi organized an outdoor Sanger-fest on Bost(!>ya, an island in the Oslofjord , on August 
25, 1864. 

The era of Sangel.'lest in Norway had begun. 

Den F¢rste store Songer/est (The First Great Sangelfest) was held on June I, 1851, at Asker, west of Oslo, with 
the participation of the 'Three Great' Oslo choruses and two from Drammen - Dmmmen Sangforening and Dmmmel1.1' 
Haandverkersangf()rening. At the concert the participating five choruses and their 173 singers performed under the 
direction of Behrens. 

The rivalry between Behrens and Conradi continued, and simultaneously with Behrens Asker festival, Conradi 
arranged a Sangeljes{ in the city ofT0nsberg, with participation from Holmestrand , Larvik, Moss, Porsgrunn, Skien 
and T0nsberg. 

(Continues on page 41...) 

\_-----~---------------------------~---------_/ 
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BACK ROW: Erlill: Nyhal1l lJ /("; SVCII Olsen, Phil Oller/III/d. Duu: SWt'IlS0I1. Chuck Han:clI, David Boe. 

FRONT ROW: Blum!' AntllOtlsen, (;/ " Hagell. David Krogh, lIig • lalll/al/d. lerry Lysne, Gordon Jellsell, Joyce Olsen. 


NOT PICTURED: Roger Adams, lOll HO/II/c!/'L/d. Roy Tobin, '''tyron Wa/hood. 


.~.SAN DIEGO MANNSKOR U lltF L TOIC joy!:e Olsen I'RI:S(()ENT: Glen Hagen 
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Singers'Saga... 
( . .. cvntil1.uedfi"Ol]1 page J J ) 

The immediate success led to yet another 'Sangelfest', also led by Conradi, the following year, 1852, this time in 

Horton, with participation from Drammen, Holmestrand, Horten, Moss and T0nsberg. 


The popularity and interest in the song festivals led to greater participation by choruses, singers, writers and 

composers. In 1863 the 5'h Sangerfest in Bergen attracted 35 choruses and 528 singers. 


In 1883 Trondheim hosted 28 choruses and 698 singers at a time when there was estimated to be approximately 

200 choruses in Norway. Grieg 's famous song "Sangerhilsen" (Singers Greetings) to the text of Sigvald Skavland 

was premiered by a 200-voice 'tr~)nderkor' under the direction of Conradi. The song was an immediate success and 

it has since become a tradition that S(/ngerhilsell is sung by the Sangeliest host chorus greeting the visiting fellow 

singers, which eventually numbered in the thousands. Due to the staggering numbers of participants a trend to hold 

regional Songelj"ester started in the 1950s making the arrangements more manageable . 


NMC silLging in the 'New World' 

A mainstay in Norway's cultural life for many years, the male chorus very early gained respect and status through

out Norway. It is not surprising that the NMC also became a significant cultural institution in so many of the Norwe

gian communities throughout America. The size and the makeup of the community have something to do with 

,",vhether or not a male chorus might appear or survive, but by far the most important ingredients are enthusiastic, 

qualified organizers and a strong leadership. There have been highly successful choruses in communities where the 

Norwegian element has not been particularly pronlinent and there have been less successful choruses in some of the 

larger Norwegian strongholds. 


Lt appears that there already was a Norwegian Male Chorus in Chicago as early as 1858, and in the I 860s, cho

ruses were organized in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. During the next decade. new choruses appeared in 

1Ilinois, Massachusetts, New York, Iowa, Minnesota and Oregon . Within a 20-year period, traces of the Norwegian 

singers' movement could be found from New York to Oregon and numerous communities in between. In the 1880s, 

new choruses were started in Minnesota, New York, North Dakota, llIinois, California, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Washington, Nebraska, Rhode Island and Wisconsin. South Dakota joined the ranks in 

the next decade. 


The first Canadian chorus came in 1908, when the Norwegian Glee Club was organized in Winnipeg, Manitoba; 

Montana joined the movement in 1910. Utah's contribution to keep the tradition alive was Salt Lake City's Voice of 

Norway in 1913. The last state to take up the cause was Wyoming in the 1930s, when Norden was started in Casper. 


A measure of the popularity is seen by the number of choruses formed throughout North America. To date 380 

Norwegian male choruses have been identified, six in Canada. with the remaining 374 in the United States, distrib

uted over twenty-three states and 154 cities. 


West Coast 

The first Norwegian male chorus on the West Coast was established in Portland, OR, in 1878. It took seven years, 

however, before a second West Coast chorus was formed, in San Francisco, CA, in 1885. Tacoma received its first 

chorus in 1888, Seattle joined the movement in 1889, the same year Washington became a State . Spokane came 

along in 1890, while Everett's first Norwegian male chorus was organized in 1902. Normanna Male Chorus, Oak

land 1913, Bellinghalll NMC 1916, Eugene Norsemen 1958, Salem Thorsmen (1975), San Diego Mannskor 1993, 

Nordisk Sangkvr av Sacramento 1998, Skagit Valley Mal1nskor 2000 and Vestre Sund Mannskor (Poulsbo) 2003. 


The Norwegian Singing Society of Portland (Nordma~lI-denes Sangforening ((f Portland), later known as the 

Norwegian Glee Club, had always been among the leaders on the Pacific Coast and it was on the initiative of one its 

members, Fredrik A. Tomte (1871-1937), that the Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association (PCNSA) was orga

nized in 1902. 


Every Sangelfest is "tbe best one ever." However, the 2005 Skagit Valley Sangerfest, celebrating Norway's cen

tennial of independence and the 160'h anniversary of Oslo Hdnd-verker S((ngjorening "in perfect harmony" will 

certainly rate among "the best one ever." 


~--------------------------~) j
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rPCNSA Active Choruses .'" 
Bellingham, Washington .......... Norwegian Male Chorus ....................... 1916 

Eugene, Oregon .......................... The Eugene Norsemen ......................... 1958 

Everett. Washington .................. Norwegian Male Chorus ....................... 1902 

Oakland. California ......... .. .......... Normanna Glee Club .......................... 1913 

Poulsbo, Washington .................. Vestre Sund Mannskor .................. .. ..... 2003 

Sacramenlo, California ....... Nordisk Sangkor of Sacramento ................. 1998 

Salem, Oregon ............................ The Thorsmen Chorus ......................... 1975 

San Diego, California .................. San Diego Mannskor .......................... 1993 

San Francisco, California ....... Norwegian Singing Society ......... .. .......... 1885 

Seattle, Washington .................. Norwegian Male Choms ...... .. ... .. .. ... ..... 1889 

Skagit Valley, Washington ......... Skagit Valley Mannskor ...... .. ......... .. ..... 2000 

Tacoma. Washington .................. Normanna Male Chorus ........... .. ........... 1888 
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Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association 

Sangerfest Sites 


I. Everett. ..... ....... ............. ..... 1903 33. Grays Harbor ..................... 1941 65. Oakland ............................. 1974 

2. Seattte ..... .... ...... ....... .... .. .... 1904 34. Everett .............. .. ............... 1942 66. Seattle ........ .... .... ... .... ..... .... 1975 

3. Portland .. ............ ....... .... .... 1905 35. Seattle ............. .. ................. 1944 67. Eugene ....... ...... .... ... ...... .. ... 1976 

4. Tacoma ... ...... .................... . 1906 36. Tacoma ...... .. ..... .. ............... 1945 68. Everett ............................... 1977 

5. Astoria .. ..... ...... .. .... ..... ... .... 1907 37. Portland ............................. 1946 69. Oakland ................... .. ... ..... 1978 

6. Seattle ........ .. ........ .. ... .... ..... 1909 38. Vancouver BC ................... 1947 70. Salem .......................... .. ..... 1979 

7. Eureka ... .......... ... ... .. ..... ..... 1910 39. Los Angeles ....................... 1948 71. Bell ingham ......... .. .... ......... . 1980 

8. Everett ... ...... ........ .. ...... ...... 1912 40. Everett ............................... 1949 72. Seattle .......... .. ..... ..... .. ........ 1981 

9. Spokane ... ..... ...... ..... .. ..... ... 1913 41. Oakland ............................. 1950 73. Tacoma ........ ...................... 1982 


10. San Francisco .... ... ...... ...... . 1915 42. Seattle .... ... .. ....... ...... .. ..... .. . 1951 74. Eugene ...... .. ....................... 1983 

II. Bellingham ......... ........ ...... . 1916 43 . Spokane .... ..... ... .. ............... 1952 75. Oakland .... ...... ........... ..... ... 1984 

12. Seattle .. .... ........... ............... 1917 44. Tacoma ....... .. ..................... 1953 76. Everett ........... .... ..... ....... .... 1985 

13. Portland ..... .. .. ..... ..... .. ........ 1918 45 . Portland ..... ........................ 1954 77. Salem .... ............ .. ............... 1986 

]4. Tacoma ..... ....... ............... .. . 1919 46. Bellingham ....... .. ............... 1955 78. Los Angeles ......... ....... ... ... . 1987 

IS. Grays Harbor ..... ....... ........ . 1920 47. Los Angeles ....... .. .............. 1956 79. Tacoma .............................. 1988 

16. Astoria ........ .. ..................... 1921 48. Vancouver BC ................. .. 1957 80. Seattle .... .... ... .. .... .... ........... 1989 

17. Everett .............. ........ ......... 1922 49. Everett .......................... ..... 1958 81. Everett ............ ... ... ... ..... ... .. 1990 

18. Edison-Bellingham .. .. ....... 1923 50. Eugene ....................... ...... .. 1959 82. Salem ...... ... ..... .... ............... 1991 

19. Seattle ................................ 1924 5 I. Seattle ................................ 1960 83. Sioux Falls .... ..... ..... .. .... .. .. 1992 

20. Portland ........ ............ .. .... .. . 1925 52. San Francisco .... .. .............. 1961 84. Eugene ............................... 1993 

21. Tacoma .............................. 1926 53. Salt Lake City .... ...... .. ....... 1962 85. Oakland .. ........... ....... .. ....... 1994 

22. Vancouver ......................... 1927 54. Tacoma ............... .. ..... .. ...... 1963 86. Bellingham .................. ...... 1995 

23. San Francisco ........ .. .......... 1928 55. Portland ............................. 1964 87 . San Diego .......................... 1996 

24. Astoria ....... ........................ 1929 56. Oakland ............................. 1965 88. Tacoma .............................. 1997 

25. Grays Harbor .......... ........... 1931 57. Bellingham ........................ 1966 89. Reno ... ..... .......................... 1998 

26. EvereLL .... ......... ....... .. ......... 1933 58. Eugene ............................... 1967 90. Salem ... .............................. 1999 

27. Vancouver ......................... 1934 59. Everett ............................... 1968 91. Seattle .... ............................ 2000 

28. Bellingham ........................ 1935 60. Santa Monica/LosAnge'les .. 1969 92 . Eugene ... .... ........................ 2001 

29. Seattle ......... ................ ....... 1936 61. Seattle ................................ 1970 93. Everett ................... .. .......... 2002 

30. Portland ............ ................. 1937 62 . Tacoma .............................. 1971 94. Tacoma ...... ........................ 2003 

31. San Francisco .................... 1939 63. San Francisco .... .. .............. 1972 95 . Salem .................... ... .......... 2004 

32. Tacoma .... ......... ................ . 1940 64. Vancouver BC ............... .. .. 1973 96. Skagit ..... ........................... 2005 


Directors-In-Chief 
Carlo A. Sperati ....... .. ... .. 1902-1916 August Werner .. .............. 1959-1974 PeterButler ...... ... ..... .. ...... 1995-1996 

Rudolph Moller ....... .. ..... 1916-1935 GunnarJ . Malmin ............ 1975-1978 Dr. Jon Malmin ............... 1996-1997 

George S. Johnson ..... ..... 1935-1937 AlfL. Knudsen ...... .. .... ... 1978-1981 Dr. Alf L. Knudsen ..... .. .. 1997-1998 

Monrad Malmin .... .......... 1937-1939 Ed Amundsen .............. .... 1981-1984 Peter Butler .. ... .... ... ..... .... 1998-1999 

George S. Johnson .. ........ 1939-1940 Alf L. Knudsen ........ ....... 1985-1987 Dr. Alf L. Knudsen .. ..... .. 1999-2000 

August Werner ................ 1940-1946 Jon Malmin ................... .. 1988-1989 Peter Butler ....... .. ............ 2000-200 I 

Henry Ringman .. ...... ...... 1946-1950 Dr. Alf L. Knudsen ......... 1989-1990 Steve Jensen ................... 2001-2002 

GunnarJ. Malmin ............ 1950-1952 Dr. Jon Malmin ............... 1990-1991 Dr. Jon Malmin ............... 2002-2003 

Henry Ringman .............. 1952-1953 Peter Butler ..................... 1991-1992 Peter Butler ..................... 2003-2004 

GunnarJ. Malmin ............ 1953-1955 Steve Jensen .................... 1992-1993 Steve Jensen ................... 2004-2005 

Monrad Malmin ............ .. 1955-1957 Dr. Jon Malmin ............... 1993-1994 

Henry Ringman .............. 1957-1959 Steve Jensen .................... 1994-1995 
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Crosby, Ed & Marilyn 
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Gronvold, Kim & Etta 
Hagen, Jarl & LaVonne 
Hanson, Marvin 
Iverson, Sid & Joy 
Jacobsen, George & Virginia 
Jacobsen, Harold & C Iirst 
Jacobsen, Ro bert & Della 
Jangaard, Loren 
Jensen, Steve & Erin 
Johnston, Bob & ddny 
Kensmoe, Glenn & Georgia 
Knudsen, Aif & .Ima 
Knudsen, Air Jr., Susie & Chloe 
Knudsen, Kathlee Hj~l"dis 
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Larson, Rick 
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MueUer, Hans & Mary 
Oakes, DuWayne E. 
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