











Syttende Mai
17th of May

The 17th of May, Norway's
Constitution Day, is the country's
most significant holiday. From the

_remote parts of the land, to the busy
cities, snow, sleet or rain does not
interfere with the celebration of
this day. Every community through-
out Norway has parades where all
school children have the opportu-
nity to participate and sing. Chil-
dren carry flags while they march
to patriotic music supplied by the
school bands.

When one understands the tur-
moil Norwegians have suffered, one
gains a greater appreciation of why
they celebrate their freedomin such
a big way.

In the middle of the 14th cen-
tury, following a splendid Viking
age, Norway became part of a po-
litical union with Denmark, lasting
434 years, during which period she
lost much of her national indepen-
dence. During the Napoleonic wars
Denmark-Norway was allied with
Napoleon. In the coalition against
Napoleon, Sweden sided wil:.h'Rus—
sia and Great Britain.

In 1810 Sweden adopted cable
Jean Baptiste Bernadotte and re-
named him Karl Johan. He was
intelligent, but not of noble birth,
Hisbirthplace was Pau, France. He
rose to the rank of general by the
time he was 31, and was promoted
to Marshall in 1804, 10 years later.

Bernadotte = commanded
Nordhazren when Napoleon was
defeated at Leipzig, in January of
1814. Following the battle he rushed
to Holstein and Slesvig and threat-
ened to take Jylland. Denmark was
no match, and in their loss they
ceded Norway to Sweden without
the consent of the Norwegian people
and the Danish governor-general
of Norway, Prince Kristian
Frederic. Both reacted with dis-
dain. The Norwegian people de-

cided to hold a Riksforsamling, an
assembly of vassals and the King's
advisers, at Eidsvoll verk April 10,
1814. There were 112 delegates
present, 59 ombudsmen, 37 farm-
ers and 16 businessmen, who
drafted the Norwegian constitution.

The constitution was written in
six weeks, and was signed by the
delegates, May 17, 1814. The del-
egates unanimously elected Prince
Kristian Frederick King of Nor-
way. After the election president
Georg Serdrup said, "Risen once
more within Norway's domain is
Norway's ancient Kongestol,
crown, which Adelstener and
Sverrer filled, and governed with
wisdom and strength. God preserve
ancient Norway."

The election of Christian
Frederik as King of Norway meant
war with Sweden. After negotia-
tions a peace treaty was signed
November 4, 1814. Norway and
Sweden became united as separate
kingdoms under a common mon-
arch, King Charles XIII. He con-
sented to recognize the Constitu-
tion of May seventeenth.

Norwegians were much un-
happy with this union, but reason
prevailed and in 1905 the union
between Norway and Sweden was
peacefully dissolved. They chose
prince Carl of Denmark to be their
king who became Haakon VII. His
little son Alexander, was given the
name Olav V.

When World War II broke out
in September 1939, Norway
claimed neutrality and managed to
keep herself out of the war until
April 9, 1940, Then, without warn-
ing Germany violated her neutral-
ity and without a declaration of war
attacked and invaded Norway. For
125 years Norway had enjoyed
peace uninvolved in international
conflicts, now she experienced the
iron rule of the invaders. The Ger-

mans occupied the important sea-
ports from Oslo north to Narvik
and pressed inland. In Northermn
Norway, the Norwegians were able
to organize a better defense and
continued the fighting into June.
When the Allied troops which were
in Northern Norway were called
home because of the world situa-
tion, Norway had no choice but to
surrender.

It was a frightening, confusing
period for the Norwegians. In ac-
cordance with an act of parliament
taken on April 9th at Elverum, the
king and the government were em-
powered to continue the fight to
free Norway from Germany, if nec-
essary, outside of Norway's bor-
ders. By the middle of June they
fled to England to continue to fight
to free Norway.

Underground forces in Norway
continued the fight. Many under-
ground newspapers kept the Nor-
wegians informed of the war.
Though many were sent to concen-
tration camps, and were tortured or
starved to death, the Norwegians
fought on. Suffering, treason, war
and occupation were the lot of the
Norwegians until May 8, 1945, that
glorious day, when Germany sur-
rendered and peace settled over the
land once more.

When the news was broadcast
that Norway was free, a tidal wave
of joy swept across Norway. The
celebration lasted the whole month
of May. For weeks the people were
overwhelmed with joy, the 17th of
May, 1945 was celebrated with a
glow thatdimmed the midnight sun.
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from Norway's Fest Days

The SyenttdeMai festivities in
Ballard is on Monday, the 17th
of May. The Leikarring will be
dancing at3:30 at Bergen Place
and the parade is at 6 p.m.






