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BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE PACIFIC COAST 


NORWEGIAN SINGERS' ASSOCIATION 


Vocal utterance in song has always been among 

the most significant factors In the progress and develop

ment of human relationships. History proves that music, 

through the songs of a people, has had its highest culti

vation and development among freedom-loving and 

progressive nations. I t is only natural that Norway 

should have a musical culture that is among the oldest 

and richest in the world. From the days of the Vikings, 

to our present time, singing hos been considered a 

national heritage of the Norwegian people. Virtually 

every community In Norway has its s inging societies, 

and A Capella male chorus singing has gained an im

portant place in the musical life of the nation. Great 

Sangerfests are held as a result of choruses joining into 

associations throughout the country in which as many 

as five to six thousand men participate. 

Immortal composers like Grieg, Sinding, Svendsen, 

Ole Olsen, Kjerulf and numerous others have given us 

ma'ie chorus compositions of lasting beauty, compositions 

that rightfully belong among the finest the world has 

produced in this form of music. 

Due to such traditions and musical environment, 

the Norwegian people have cultivated a fine sense of 

appreciation of good music. This heritage they have 

carried with them to America and here in the land of 

their choice they have contributed vitally and gloriously 

to America's great musical pro;Jress. Wherever Nor

wegians have colonized in the United States, Norwegian 

male choruses are to be found, and on the West Coast 

many have been in existence since pioneer times. 

The first Sangerfest of the Pacific Coast Norwegian 

Singers Association was held in Everett, Washington, i;, 

1903. Since then, Sangerfests have been held and cele

brated in the principal cities of the Pacific Coast. 

The Norwegian Male Chorus extends a hearty wel

come to all Singers and friends attending this, the 47th 

Convention of the Association, and the second Sanger

fest to be he'd in Los Angeles. 1 
4 
~ 
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PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION 
Norwegian Male Chorus_______________ Los Angeles, Calif RECORD OF SANGERFESTS 
Norwegian Singing Society__________ San Francisco, Calif. 
Normanna Glee Club ___ ____ __ _______________ _Oakland, Calif. I-Everett .. __ _.. .. __ _1,903 24-Astoria ________ .. 1929 

2-Seattle _ ___ 25-Grays........ 1904 - Harbor.. 1931
Norwegian Male Chorus ._________ _._.... . __ Vancouver, B.C. 3- Portland ________ 1905 26-Everett ____ .... __1933 
The Norwegian Glee Oub _____ .. .... .____ Portland, Oregon 4-Tacoma .. ________ 1906 27-Vancouver .. . ___ 1934 
Bellingham Male Chorus ____ _..... ____ Bellingham, Wash. 5-Astoria __________ 1907 28-Bellingham ____ 1935 

6-Seattle __________ .. 11909 29-Seattle _.... _______ 1936Tordenskjold Glee Club______ .. .. .__________ 5pokane, Wash. 
7-Eureka ___ ...... _.. 1910 30-Portland ________ _1937Normanna Male Chorus __ .... ____ ________ ..Tacoma, Wash. 
S-Everett ____ .... .. 1912 31-San Francisco __ 1939

Norwegian Male Chorus .... _________ .... _.. __ Everett, Wash. 9-Spokane __ .. _.... 1913 32-Tacoma _________ .1940 
The Norwegian Male Chorus ______ ...... .. ..Seattle, Wash. 10-San Francisco__ 1915 33-Grays Harbor. _1941 

II-Bellingham ____ 1916 34-Everett _____ .... __ 1942 
HONOR ROLL 12-Seattle ___.____ ___ 1917 35-Seattle ____ .... . ___ 1944 

Decorated for Attendance at Forty Sangerfests 13-Portland _________ _191S 36-Tacoma _... __ ____ 1945 
37- ______Olav Boen ____________ .. .. _____________ . Seattle 	 14-Tacoma _______ ... 1919 Portland .. __ 1946 
38- Vancouver ____ __1947Tom Tjerandsen .. .. .____ .. ____ .. ... Seattle 	 j 5-Grays Harbor.. 1920 
39-Los ___ .1948·· AngelesTheodore Christy .. _________ __.... __ Seattle 	 16-Astoria _____ .... . __ 1921 


17-Everett _.. _.. .... __ 1922 
 40-Everett ________ .. _1949
Decorated for Attendance at Thirty-five Sangerfests 41-0akland _____ _.. _.1950lS- Edison-M. O. Sylliaasen ______ .. __ .... .. ____ Seattle 42-Seattle __ . __ .... ___ 1951Bellingham __ .. 1923A. A. Satrum _______ .. ____ .... _.. ______ Everett 19-· Seattle .. _.. _______ 1924 43-Spokane __ .. .. ____1952 

Decorated for Attendance at Thirty Sangerfests 20-Portland _.. ______ 1925 44-Tacoma _.... ____ 1953 
Emil Enger _______ . __ ...... _.. ________ .. _ Everett 21-Tacoma ______ ... 1926 45-Portland .. ________ 1954 
Trygre lindoe ___ ...... _____ .. .. _.. . Tacoma 22-Vancouver __ .... 1927 46-Bellingham ____ 1955 
Martin Heglund .. __ .__________ .... _Tacoma 23-San Francisco__1928 47-Los Angeles __ __1956 
Karl Vik ________ .... ____ .. _.. _........ . ___ Seattle 
Pete Vikdol ...... ___ .. ____ _...... ______ Everett 

DIRECTORS-I N-CHIEF 

Carlo A. Sperati .. _____ ___ __. __ .... ________ .. _.... .. . ___ 1902-1916 August Werner _...... _________ . __ .. .... ___________ .. _1940- 1946 
Rudolph Moller _______ .. __ ...... .. _.._.. __.. .. _________ 1916-1935 Henry W. Ringman _____ .. .. _...... .... _______ .... .. _1947-1950 
George S. Johnson _____ .... ____________ .. .... ___ .. ____ 1935-1937 Gunnar J. Malmin ____ .. ___ .._.. _.. .. .. ___........ _ __ 1950-1955 

Monrad Malmin _____ ...... ___________ .... .. ____________ 1937 -1939 

Monrad Malmin ___ .. ___ .... _.. . _________ ...... _____ .. ___ ...... 1956
George Johnson __ .... .. .. _________ ........ ___ .... __ .. .. 1939-1940 
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Ii GREETINGS 

Los Angeles appreciates the distinction of be ing chosen host 

city for the 47th Sangerfest of the Pacific Coast Norwegian 

Singers Assoc:ation. August 2-4. 1956. 

To the scores of si:1gers who will be our guests on th :s occasion , 

I cX:'end most cordial greetings on behalf of the citizens of Los 

Angeles. and I wish every success to the Sangerfest which, I 

understand , will be featured by a festival concert . 

Los Angeles not only is a foremost cultural center. it also has 

earned a wide reputation for the activities carried on through 

its municipal government to encourage a better and wider appre

ciation of music . This is done through our Bureau of Music, 

wh :ch sponsors an annual program of concerts. highlighting 

both instrumental music and choruses, community sings and 

other kindred act ivities . We are proud of our accomplishments 

along this line . 

I sincerely hope that you will enjoy your stay in Los Angeles 

and take home with you memories of the best Sangerfest of all. 

Sincerel.y yours. i 
NORRIS POULSON iMAYOR 

i 

l......................................................................................................................................! 

Page Four 



THE PRESIDENT'S GREETINGS 

I t is indeed a pleasure and privilege to welcome members and 

friends of the Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association to 

this , your forty-seventh Sangerfest in Golden California. 

We are especially del'ighted as this occasion marks only the 

second time in the history of the Association that a Sangerfest 

has been held in Los Angeles. 

As present day singing Norsemen, we are actually intrusted 

with carrying on and honorably contributing the inborn love 

of song and the centuries old Scandinavian tradition of male 

chorus singing to our great America. 

The mem~ers of the l os Angeles Norwegian Male Chorus and 

the Ladies Auxiliary join me in expressing our desire that your 

stay in Southern California will be most enjoyable and your 

forty-seventh Sangerfest one to be long remembered. 

AIMAR E. MOLLER, President 

Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association 
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SANGERFEST COMMITTEES 


Executive 

Aimar Moller, Chairman 
John Kvammen 
Ole Johnson 
Lars Fedt 
John Hagblom 
Birger Hopen 
John Reppe 
William Morch 
O. Saterdahl 

Bredo Bruflat 

Otto Thompson 

Lars Dahl 


Hotel 

Birger Hopen , Chairmaon 
William Morch 
Rolph Dahl 
Carl Monsen 

Ticket Sales - Concert 

Carl Monsen, Chairman 
Peter Ness 
Johnny Anderson 
Haakon Munkvald 
John Hagblom 
John Reppe 
Iver tinge 
O. Saterdahl 

Reception 

Ole Johnson, Chairman 
Haakon Munkvold 
Ole Hansen 
A. Markussen 

John Hagblom 

John Kvammen 

William Morch 

John Reppe 

Edwin Jorgensen 

Aimar Moller 

Hans Thomassen 

Ladies Auxiliary 


Registration 

Carl Gunderson. Chairman 
Otto Thompson 
Edwin Jorgensen 
Joe Omdal 

Stage & Decoration 

Ole Hansen, Chairman 
Peter Larsen 
Rolph Dahl 
Iver linge 
Lars Steine 
Johnny Anderson 
C. Knutson 
A. Morkussen 
M. Sinclair 

Souvenir Program 

John Repp2, Cha irman 
John Kvammen 
Iver Linge 
Ole Johnson 
Lars Dahl 
Lars Fedt 
Johnny Anderson 
Pete Larsen 
Bredo Bruflat 

Banquet 

Oddmund Saterdahl , Chairman 
Lars Dahl 
Bredo Bruflat 
Lars Fedt 
William Morch 
Edwin Jorgenson 
Aimar Moller 
Hans Devick 

Otto Thompson 

Haakon Munkvold 

Transportation 

Joe Omdal. Chairman 
Lars Steine 

K. Olsen 
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The Norwegian Male Chorus of Los Angeles is very proud to 

host the 47th Sangerfest under the bright skies and friendly 

atmosphere of our Southland. 

This area is noted for its fine summertime music at such fam

ous locales as the Philharmonic Auditorium, Hollywood Bowl , 

Greek Theater, and Pasadena Civic Auditorium. The latter is, 

of course, the setting for our Festival Concert which will be on:; 

of the highlights of this season's musical€s. As always, this 

traditional Sangerfest will continue the preservation of Nor 

way's be::lUtiful melodies, and this, year, further their incor

poration in Southern California's own heritage of music. 

Our chorus here in Los Angeles is then, very happy to have all 

the Norwegian Singers and their friends visiting us and feel 

most privileged at this time to extend a hearty welcome. 

JOHN KVAMMEN 

President, 

Norwegian Male Chorus of Los Angel es 

i 


i 

I 

i 
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MONRAD MALMIN HENRY W. RINGMAN 
Director-in -Chief Assistant Director-in-Chief 
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GUNNAR SANDVOLD CLARA PLADSEN SANDVIG 
Bass Baritone Ly ric Soprano 
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JOHN HAGBLOM 

First Vi ce Pres ide nt 


BIRGER HOPEN 

Co: respond ing Sec re tary 


LADIES AUXIUARY 

Emily Saterdahl , President 

Klara Munkvo~d. Vice -President 

Rose Monsen. Treasurer 

Lauro Johnson. Secretary 

Ragnhild Bruflat 

M::Jrgit Dahl 

May Dahl 

Gullo Devick 

Hen :1Y Fedt 

Pearl Gunderson 

D::, r:s Gunderson 

Mar5=;aret Han~en 

Gunhild Hagblom 

Rose Kvammen 

Thoro Knudsen 

Svea Larsen 

Ruth Morkusen 

Jorgina Monger 

Marion Morch 

Agnes Nilsen 

Alma Oberg 

Astrid Omdahl 

Carolyn Peterson 

Sc lve ig Reppe 

Lellah Tennyson 

Sigrid Thomassen 

010 Thompson 
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DISTRICT LODGE No. 2 


SONS OF NORWAY 


extends to all the choruses and every singer a most 

sincere wish for a successful Sangerfest. 

Theodore Anderson, President 


Arne H. T vete, Secretary 


Congratulations to 

PACIFIC COAST 
NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION 

on the occasion of its 

47th SAN G E R F EST 

from the 

SUPREME LODGE SONS OF NORWAY 

in appreciation of the close harmony. cooperation. and activity 

designed to further the interests of fraternal benevolence 

and brotherhood-culturally and materially-for Norwegians 

everywhere. 

Minneapolis. Minnesota 

( 
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E, A. THORPE EARN EST HAROLD GUNNAR MALMIN 
Oakland Chorus, Direc to r Po rtland C hocus, Di rec tor Tacoma Chorus, Direc to r 

GUNVOLD FOSS AUGUST W ERNER GORDON HA FSO 

Bellingham Cho rus, Direc tor Sea nle Cho rus, Di rec to r Los Ange les Cho rus, Direc to r 
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SANGERFEST SCHEDULE 

Sangerfest Headquarters - The Los Angeles Elks Club 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2 

10 :00 a.m.-Registration begins at Sangerfest Headquarters, 
The Elks Club 

8 :00 p.m.-Sangerfest Reception, Headquarters Ba l1lroom and 
EI Venado Room 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 

10 :00 a. m.~Rehearsal at Headquarters 

12 :00 Noon-Luncheon for Singers, Headquarters, EI Venado 
Room 

12 :00 Noon-Ladies Reception, Nordic Room 

1 :00 p.m.-Ladies Luncheon, Cadoro Suite, Beverly Hilton 
Hotel 

2 :00 p.m.-Rehearsal at Pasadena Civic Auditorium 

8: 15 p.m.-Festival Concert, Pasadena Civic Auditorium 
Dancing following Concert at EI Venado Room, 
Elks Club, for visiting singers and registered 
guests 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 

10:00a.m.-Business Meeting at Headquarters, EI Venado 
Room 

6 :30 p.m.-Banquet and Grand Ball, Ball room, Elks Club 

,f 
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PASADENA CIVIC AUDITORIUM, FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 3, 1956, 8: 15 P.M. 


Claro Pladsen Sandvig, Soprano Monrad Malmin, 

Ernest St. John Metz, Accompanist Henry W . Ringman, 


Organ Prelude 

Processional March from Sigurd Jorsalfar .... .. .. .... .. Grieg 
Helen Delphey Johnson, Organist 

The Star Spangled Banner...... .... ....... ... .. .. Stafford Smith 

o Canada.. .......... .. ....... .. .... ....... Arr . by Monrad Malmin 

Ja Vi Elsker Dette Landet.. .... .... .... ............ R. Nordraak 

Ulabrand ..... ...... .... .. .. ............. ...... .. ... ... ...... Wendelborg 

Paa Sangertog...... ... .. ........ ...... . ........ ..... .... .... ... R. Moller 


Solo : Gunnar Sandvold 

Grand Chorus 


Monrad Malmin, Directing 


En Sommersang ...... . .... .... .. ... .. .. ........ .... .... ...... H . Kjerulf 

Ved Rondarne .. .. ....... .... .. ....... ..... .... .... ...... .... ..... E. Grieg 


Gunnar Sandvold 

Ernest St . John Metz, Accompanist 


The Heavens are Telling......... ........ ... ... ...... ... Beethoven 

Beautiful Saviour.. ........ .. .. ... ... . ...... ...... .. .. ... Arr . by Wick 

Dear Land of Home ............ .... ..... .. ..... ... ....... .... .. Sibelius 

Lillo Stina ... ... .... .. ... ... . ...... ...... .. .... ...... ...... .... ... .. Wahlin 


Grand Chorus 

Henry W . Ringman, Directing 


Under the Greenwood Tree ... ..... ..... .... .... ...... ..... .... Dunn 

Think on Me .... .. .... .... ..... .. ............ .... ....... ...... ..... .. . Scott 

Nu Brister I Aile De Kloefter...... ............. ............ .Alnaes 

Vaarlaengsler ....... ............. ......... . ... .......... .. ..... .. .. Alnaes 


Clora Pladsen Sandvig 

Ernest St. John Metz , Accompanist 


INTERMISSION 


Director-in -chief Gunnar Sandvold, Boss Baritone 

Assistant Director Helen Delphey Johnson, Organist 


On the Sea.. ...... ... .. ....... ...... ... .... ........ ..... . ........ ... D. Buck 


Brudeferden i Hardanger.. .. . .... ... ...... .. .... ........ H. Kjerulf 


Den Store Hvide Flok .... .... ....... ...... .. ........ ... Arr . by Grieg 


Claro Sandvig , Soloist 


Songer Polka ..... ....... .. ..... ... ..... ...... ...... .. ...... ..... R. Moller 


Grand Chorus, Monrad Malmin , Conducting 


I Ormegil ........... . .. ....... ... .... . . .. ..... ...... ..... A. Dorumsgard 


Sag Farvel (Aria from " Marriage of Figaro" ) ....Mozart 


Gunnar Sandvold 


Ernest St . John Metz , Accompanist 


Hor Oss Svea ......... .. ..... ... ... ..... ....... . .. ..... .... Wennerberg 


Olaf Trygvason .... ... .... ..... ...... .. .. . .. . ..... .... ......... Reissiger 


Landkjending ........ .. .... ....... ..... .. ..... ....... .... ... ....... .. Grieg 


Gunnar Sandvold , Soloist 


Grand Chorus, Monrad Malmin , Directing 
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Greetings from 

DISTRICT LODGE #6 

SONS OF NORWAY 

"Sweet are the pleasures that to verse belong 

And doubly sweet a brotherhood in Song!" 

Thank you for your song! 

Ludvig J. Yttergard 
President 

Jane N. Nore 
Secretory 

Eugene Berke 
Treasure r 

Greetings from 

SAGATUN *59 
1210 4th Street. Santa Monica 

2nd Saturday - 4th Friday 
Donald Sucher. Pres. M. O. Amundson . Sec. 

GREETINGS 

NORTUNA NO. 55 SONS OF NORWAY 

131 N. Marengo Ave.• Pasadena. Calif. 

President - Dr. Albert Haugen, SY 7-1579 

Secretary - Judith Rudrud , ATlantic 7-0032 

Wishing you a gay and happy Sangerfest 

TORDENSKJOLD #5 
Spokane, WashingtonGreetings -

NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION 
ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR 47th SANGERFEST 

WELCOME TO LOS ANGELES 
and 

PEER GYNT LODGE #22 

Sigurd Jangaard. President 
Thelma Sherman, Secretary 

PL. 5-5379 

Greetings from 

NORRONA LODGE #50 and its JUNIOR LODGE 
14312 Friar Street Norway Hall Van Nuys 

2nd Saturday - 4th Tuesday 
Raymond M. Larson , President Jane N . Nore, Secretary, ST 0-5512 

Keep These Dates With Us! 
Bazaar - October 20, 1956 Lutefisk Dinner - Nov. 30 - Dec . I, 1956 

ULABRAND LODGE #24 
Women's Club, 1041 So. Gaffey St.. San Pedro, California 

Organized - May 29, 1926 

Meeting - 2nd 64th Wednesday - Social - 1st Saturday 
President - Hilda Myron - 1433 W. 216th St. , Torrance 

Secretary - Mae Foss - 3422 Walker Ave. 
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NCRWEGIAN MALE CHORUS. VANCOUVER. S.c. 
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G,REETINGS and BEST WISHES 

to the PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN SINGERS Association FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONCERT 


OLE JORDHEIM 


BARBARA ANN BAKING COMPANY 


~ 
VeIiciou4.BRE,AD r~ 
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BELLINGHAM MALE CHORUS, BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 
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ART III HELEN YONSON 
(formerly of N orway and Minn2sota)GREETINGS 

we~come you to the only eating Establishment thisand BEST WISHES 
side of Oslo where two hungry Ileople can eat their 

heads off for $5.00. and gEt change back 
from when they leave. Try it and sae ! 

TICK TOCK LEIF ERIKSON LODGE ':1 
RESTAURANTS 

Seattle. Washington Hollywood Toluca Lake• 

VA 3400 GR 9-2478 
Compliments of 

THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT STORE 
225-227 South Broadway, Los Angeles 


WELCOME TO OUR SANGERFEST 

Mr. and Mrs. Cui M. Gunderson - Doris M. Gunde;son 


Greetings and Best Wishes 

The Swedish Male Chorus of Los Angeles 
-=LlGHT OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS Helge West·erlind. President 

Will Jor'lnson. Secretary
From Los Angeles over the Pole to all of Europe .

7 flights Iler week 
Greetings from 


From New York - 21 flights Iler week 

Norden Lodge #2 Sons of Norway

9474 Wil shire Blvd. 5 10 W. 6 th Stree t 

Beverly Hills Los An ge les 
 in Tacoma. Washington 
BR 2-0222 MU 21 0 1 

Elof Wold, President Gladys Eide , Secretary 
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NCRWEGIAN MALE CHORUS, EVERETT, WASHINGTON 
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Headquarters, Los Ange!es Elks Club 

Page Twenty - Two 

Welcome, Visiting Singers, from 

Mr. & Mrs. Corl Monsen Mr. Pete Larson 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gunderson Mr. Kenneth R. Kvammen 
Miss Doris Gunderson Mr. & Mrs. Clifford E. Cahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Morch Mr. & Mrs. Lars Dahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Lars F€dt Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Munkvold 
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Thompson Mr. Lars Steine 
Emil Thompson Mr. M2ss, La Crescenta 
Mr. Johnny Anderson Mr. Rossi, North Ho!lywcod 

MYRON FLOREN 

Famed Accordianist w;th Lawrence Welk's Orchestra 
To Entertain at Reception 
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NORMANNA MALE CHORUS, TACOMA, WASHINGTON Page Twenty-Three 



Page Twen~y- Four THE NCRWEGIAN MALE CHORUS, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 



THE NCRWEGIAN GLEE CLUB, PORTLAND, OREGON Page Twe nty- Five 



NORMANNA GLEE CLUB, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
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NORWEGIAN MALE CHORUS, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN IA 
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Pasadena Civic Auditorium 

Page Twe nty-Eight 

IN GRATEFUL REMEMBRANICE 

OF OUR DEPARTED SINGERS 

Lad min Sangerkrans da slynges 

Hen i Stov paa Glemsels Kyst, 

Naar kun hist, hvor alt forynges 

Sjaelens Dyb har lutret Rost, 

lNaar kun der jeg griber Tonen 

I det store Kvad for Tronen, 

Som til Himlens Harper synges. 

- J. S. We[haven 
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