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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I hope you had a good Christmas season and managed to get your fill of 
lefse and other Scandinavian delicacies. With the start of the New Year, 
WRA prepares to turn over yet another year of activity. A proposed budget 
for our next year is printed in this newsletter as well as the slate of our new 

I 2006 WRA Officers 
Elected Officers: 

Inga Carmack, President 
ingalarry@usa.net 
(360) 769-5458 

Marlene Echaniz, Vice President 
(360) 427-3873 

Selma Myhre MD, Secretary 
(360) 893-321 I 

Carol Voigt. Treasurer 
wynnjara8@earthlink.net 
(253) 566-0405 

Signa /'inderson, Financial Secretary 
SignaMAnderson@msn.com 
(206)433-7723 

Barb Smith, Membership Secretary 
overen 7 barb@bendbroadband.com 
(541) 317-8805 

Support Staff: 

Bill Keller, Past President 
ke//erbi//@wavecabie.com 
(360) 871-7983 

Pat Bergford, Major Workshops 
mombergford@msn.com 
(360) 753-0329 
DeDe May, Mini Workshops 
ac_may@msn.com 
(206) 933-3003 

Regional Chairpersons: 
Elizabeth Leese, Island/Snohomish 
County 
leesefamiiy@hotmail.com 
(360) 678-0760 

Marilyn Hansen, Kitsap County 
deodota@yahoo.com 
(360) 692-5104 

Betty Edwards, King County 
(206) 282-8674 

Julie /'inn Hebert. Pierce County 
Julheberc@aol.com 
(253) 841-3392 

Barb Smith, Vine Editor. Printing & 
Mailing 
see above for phone & email 

officers As outgoing president, I would like to draw attention 
to three items: 

Budgeting has gotten more difficult recently because our 
dues have not been increased for many years while most costs 
have increased. Attendance at our workshops has decreased 
somewhat also, making the expenses per attendee greater. 
This past year, we subsidized our budget with $2,000 from 
our CD account and the proposed 2007 budget also includes 
a $1,500 subsidy. This approach can be continued for a 
couple more years but it will not be much longer before dues 
or workshop fees will need to increase. 

Finding a place to hold meetings or workshops has gotten 
increasingly difficult. The Nordic Heritage Museum wants to 
charge us over twice as much as we paid last year and we 
have scheduled workshops repeatedly at the same locations 
because we lack alternative sites. I encourage each of you to 
ask about fees at meeting spots near your own home so that 
we have classes in a wider range of places. Pass the informa
tion on to Bess Crawford, our Vice President elect, so that a 
list of possibilities can be compiled. Barb Smith has requested 
Bend, Oregon, as a workshop site. During a recent visit, I 
found Bend to be a delightful town loaded with wonderful 
restaurants and a multitude of interesting shops waiting to be 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Acanthus Vine is published 4 times a year approximately two weeks prior to the coming meeting. News 
items that any member deems interesting or beneficial to our members is welcome. If you have e-mail, send as 
Word Doc attached to e-mail to Barb Smith (address above-left); or surface mail to return address on this Vine. 
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