ALMIN L,SWANSON. Comprehemsive biographies of lir Swanson are to
be found in Skerstets Svenskarma i Washington,Bergmens History

of Scendinavians in Pierce County emd in volumeIII of Bonneys
History of Pierce County., The first mentioned was published iam

© 1909 and the last two mentioned after the middle twenties,
Swanson was active in both business and community effeirs and ra
leader gmong the swedes. Some kind of & controversy must have
developed in the Covenent Church as he end several others left
this body and beceme active im the First Presbyteriam Church.

Mr Swanson experiemced some trying yeers im the thirties his

wife passed away after a lenghty illmess. He remerried in the f
forties but this merriage went om the roeks. During the depression
years he sustained extensive financial losses.But he beceme sctive
in reel estate and remained active until the infirmitives of old
age mecessitated entering e mursing home where he spent his laast
years and passed awey in 1968 at the age of 91,

{

Hjslmar Bremtimg,veldes till riksdagsmam &r 1897.

Thorsos,J0nson.och Larsson 5 8r separe.

Storstrejkem bdrjede dem 4 Augusti 1909.

AUGUST SWANSON. Bora in Sweden in 1863, Emigrated to U.s. im 1881,
located first in Nebraska where he worked as a fermhand.Came to
Tacoma in 1884. Worked on & farm amd for N.P. Railroad. Returned
to Nebraska in 1887. Came back here in 1890. Worked im the mines
at Burnett uantil 1901 when him emnd & brother bought 20 acres of
rew land west of Puyallup where the engaged in berry amnd gemsral
farming. ierried in 1889 to Amna !unson, bora imn Swedsa but had
come té Iowa in the early deys with her femily,

(Bonney)

THE SWEDISH METHODIST CHURCH. Seems to have been organized ebout
1891.Church and FParsomnsge wes located on the south eest cormer of
south 11 and J 5t. When I arrived here in 191l.Just when this pro-
perty was obtained can not be leasrned at this time. Previous to
locating there the congregetion seems to have worshipped im various
location, ...... The congregation never hed much influence in the
swedish colony here. The membership mever exceeded 50 adults with
about as many children im the sundgy school. is it is the policy of
this denomination to rotate their ministers some of them did not
remain long enough to really get aguimdéd .Rev. J.W. Beck,who served
for some years around 1912 was a notesble exceptiomn,He got out and m
mixed with people outside his congregatiom and even got to marry
some of the young people . Usually the lutherean ministers got the
bulk of this service among the unchurched, J.N.Burdelliserved the
congregation twice once before 19i0 end egainebout e decade later
Rev K.0.Berglund, served before the turn of the century and agein
in the early twenties.After the mid-twenties it seems that the cong-
regation was no longer able to support a& regulaer minister.lLeay ree-
ders end supply pestors filled the pulpit for a while but finally
the few remaining members also had to give up and transferred to

english speekdng congregations of the same faith.

Bl

|
|

RIKSDAGENS JUSTITIEOMBUDSMAN,valjes av inom riksdagem utsedda 48_5
velmin fé6r 4 ar i sénder. ;

Den forstea innehaverem valdes av riksdagen ar 1809.

Justitie Ombudsmennen. (venligen bendmnd J0Q.)skall som riks-
dagens ombud tillse att lagerna efterleves av domearna och
#mbetsman och atala dem som begatt négom olaglighet, Som ord-
forande av tryckfrihetskommiten her ham kontroll av alle tryck-
frihetsmal, -

7.0.,inspekterar domstoler,lépsstyrelsey, domkepitel, fangvards-
anstalter mfl institutioner och avger till riksdagen en émbets- !
berattelse, som redogor for atel,inspectionsresor,tryckfrihets -
kommitens arbete etc.

BERNHARD ANDERSON.Borm in Goteborg Swedem im 1866. Learmed the
carpenters trede elso worked as a machinist before arriviag in
Tacome in 1891.Bnployed by the Pacific Nephte Laumch Co for 3 yeears
also at St PaulkTacome Lumber corBought half interest In Peter
Johnsons Carrisge amd Blacksmith Shop. Later the firm was conso-
lideted with Fawcett Wagon Works. Whem the partmers aquired the
interests of A.V end F.M. Fewcett., The firm was kmown es Fawcelt
#agon Works until 1918 when the name was chenged to Ploneer Auto
Works.Some time in the twenties Peter Johasom disposed of his s
shere in the firm emnd the company was liste as Bernhard Amderson,
es president and H.N. Andersom as general meneger. In 1899 Mr
Anderson was united in merriage to Teckla Ulrike Nelsom,born in
Sweden sand daughter of O.W.Nelson pioneer settler in Tacome.

Bonney



ALMIN L,SWANSON. Comprehemsive biographies of Mr Swamson sre to
be found in Skarstets Svenskarna 1 Washington,Bergmens History

of Scendinavians in Pierce County amd in volumeIII of Bomneys
History of Pilerce County, The first mentioned was published inm -
1909 and the last two mentioned after the middle twenties.
Swaason was active in both business and community affeirs and ca
leader gmong the swedes. Some kind of a controversy must have
developed in the Covenent Church &s he end several others left
this body and beceme sctive in the First Presbyteriem Church.

Mr Swanson experiemced some trying yeers im the thirties his

wife passed away after a lenghty 1llness. He remerried in the ¢
forties but this merriage went om the rogks. During the depressionm
years he sustained extensive finamcial losses.But he beceme active
in reel estate and remained active until the infirmitives of old
age necessitated entering & mursing home where he spemnt his laast
years and passed awey in 1968 at the age of 9l.

AUGCUST SWALNSCN. Boram in Sweden im 1863. Emigrated to U.s. im 1881,
Located first in Nebraska where he worked as & fermhand.Came to
Tacoma in 1884, Worked om & farm and for N.P. Railroad. Heturned
to Nebreska in 1887. Came back here in 1890, Worked in the mines
at Burnett until 1901 when him and a brother bought 20 acres of
raw land west of Puysllup where the engaged in berry and gemeral
farming. iarried in 1889 to Amna Munson, bora im Swedsa but had
come té Iowa in the early deys with her family,

(Bonney)

Hjslmer Bremtimg,valdes till riksdegsmem &r 1897.

Thorsor,J0nson.och Larsson 5 8r sejere.

Storstrejkem bdrjede dem 4 Augusti 1909.

RIKSDAGENS JUSTITIEOMBUDSMLN,valjea av inom riksdagem utsedda 48
valmén £6r 4 ar i sédnder.

Den forsta innehaverem valdes av riksdagen ar 1809,

Justitie Ombudsmannen. (venligen bendmnd J¥Q.)skall som riks-
dagens ombud tillse att lagerna efterleves av domarna och
#mbetsman och atala dem som bBegatt négom olaglighet. Som ord-
forande av tryckfrihetskommiten har ham kontroll av alla tryck-
frihetsmal. -

J.0,.,imspekterar domstolar,lﬁnsstyrelser, domkapitel, réngvgrds-
anstalter mfl institutioner och avger till riksdagen en ambets-
berattelse, som redogor for atel,inspectionsresor,tryckfrihets -
kommitens arbete etc.

THE SWEDISH METHODIST CHURCH. Seems to have been organized about
1891.Church and Parsonsge wes located on the south east cormer of
south 11 and J St. When I arrived here in 191l.Just when this pro-
perty was obtained cem not be learned at this time. Previous to
locating there the congregetion seens to have worshipped im various
locsatione ...... The congregation never hed much influence in the
swedish colony here. The membership mever exceeded 50 adults with
about as many children im the sundgqy school. is it is the policy of
this denomimation to rotate their ministers some of them did not
remain long emough to really get aqiihtdd.Rev. J.W. Beck,who served
for some yeers eround 1912 was a notable exception.,He got out and m
mixed with people outeside his congregation and even got to marry
some of the young people . Usually the lutheren ninisters got the
bulk of this service among the unchurched, J.N.Burdelliserved the
congregation twice once before 19i0 end sgainabout a decede later
Rev K.0.Berglund, served before the turam of the cemtury and agein
in the early twenties.After the mid-twenties it seems that the cong-
regetion wes no longer able to support & regular minister.Lay ree-
ders and supply pestors filled the pulpit for a while but finally
the few remaining members also hed to give up and transferred to

english speskdng congregations of the same faith.

Under 1800-talet okades Sveriges befolkming pﬁ ett sdtt som inte

skett tillférme. Orsakem till folkSkmingem sammanfattade Eseiss 7

Tegmer 1 ett yttramde av &r 1833 salunde:"Fredea,Vaccinea och
Potatorndpn 2
medicinsksoch hygemiske framsteg hede skett.Folkhushallet hede
amﬁningom accepterat den fortraffliga hjédlp,som potatisen skeakk
att 4ven i svére tider halla mldem fram ddrren.

Fren Lengesjo Emigrentcirkels bék;
*» EN SMALANDSSOCKEN ENMIGRERAR, "

18ng fredsperiod hade gjort trygghetem mera bestéadig



WASHINGTON ochDESS SVWNSKA BEFOLKNING. Was published in 1908 by

Ernst Sharstet., His biography c=zn be found on page 546 in the
abova mentioned work.

A biography of Hans Bergman,author and publisher of "History of
Scandinavians in Pierce County is found oa page 100 in his histo-
ricgl effort. This history was published in 1928.

History of Plerce County Washingtom was published in 1927.Compiled

by Mr W.P.Bonney.His biography may be foumd om page 726 Volume 3
of this history.

H.P.STENBERG.Bora ia Swedem. Was proficiemt in both thearpeaters
and Blacksmith trades. Came to South Dajbta im the early eighties
whéréohe remeined a few years. Cams to Seattle im 1889,where he
remained for a few monthe and them came to Tacoma. Worked for a
Nr West,a butcher for 8 years. In 1903 he bought 15 acres oa the
Indien Reservation 2 miles NW of Puyallup. Which he cleared amad
ImprovedKept some stock and planted severel acres in berries.

He passed eway in 1922,

Married to Margret Highlaad, Borm im Camada of Irish paremtage
Ia 1892,

2 Children. Lyman H. who for many years servéd es Milk Imspector
for the City of Tacoma. Now retired.

Bolette. Nemed for lr Stembergs mother im Sweden.

Informatian W.P.Bomney .Hist.of Plerce Co.

THE BLOCM.JOHNSON,SWANSONete.CLAN.,Descendants of lir and mrsPeter
Isaksson,who lived at Gaddegol Erimngsbode Perish Blekinge Swedea

in the middle of the 19th ceatury.There were 10 childrem,6 sons amd
4 daughters. All the sons emigrated to U.S. Olof about 188},followed
by Sven Petter, Manfred,Charles during this decade. Fred and E4,
camg about the turm of the ceéntury, Sven Petter and Menfred returned
to Swedem. The boys spent some time im Illinolis and Wisconsin. There
they sdopted the name of Bloom. In 1888 Olef headed for Tacome foll-
owed by the others later. Nieces amd nephews childrea of their sis-
ters and brother in Sweden arrived from time to time so fimally ther
wasquite tride. In 19853 some of the members of the younger gemera-
tions decided to hold a family re-umiom and traced 151 members of
the clam residing in U.S. A second re-uaion was held im 1970. ks
Tdith Lund-Davemport stasticiciam for the group had 205 relatives
registered. This includes 5 or 6 generatioms and a mixture of many
netionalities but the remarkaeble part of it is that &1l through
the years these families have kept trac{ of one enother. The family-
history as well as e complete register of all membersof this clan
may be found in my files.

4£.F.Berg. Bora near Stockholm in 1879.Brought to Willmar kiinnm.

by his parents when he was 4 years old.Came to Tacoma in 1888
where his mother died soon after. His father worked as a carpea-
ter all through his activa life. ir Berg had various occupations
in and around Tacoma, Leased several ranches or the hMountein road
from time to time.Bought the Chas Brown,homestead of 129 acres
on Silver Lske in 1923. Farms ebout 22 acres. The rest is im
timber. He also remnts boats on the leke for vacationera.Has alsao
been both road grader amd road foremsm for tha county.

Married in 1902 to Mery Amnn Mattex. Bora in Arkansess. 3 Children.

(Bonmey)

GUSTAF ANDERSON.Bora in Swedem inl862.Arrived im St.Paul Minm.i
in 1886.%orked as a coachmem there for 4 yearsa.Ceme to Tacome

in 1890.%orked for fome years im U.S. Brewery. Joined the GCold
Rush to Alaska imn 1897. Engaged in mining. In 1900 he returned to
Tacoma. Aquired 50 acres of land betweeh Puyallup and Summasr
Part of the farm was 801d.28 acres was retained. 10 acres in
berries and there is a mice orchard. United in marriage in 1891
to Karen Langlow. Bora irn Rorway.

(Bonney)

August Svemson,bora im Swedem,cene to Penasylvamia in 1886.ead
to Minmesota in 1887. Worked oa railroad comstruction work there
and im Cenada. Came to the Puget Soumd country im the early nine-
ties. In 1895 he squired 20 ecres of land T milies N.W. of Puyallup
heavily covered with timber and brush.iwhich he cleered.Hle later .
disposed of part of his acresge. fut in 5 acres of berries amd
plented a nice orcherd. He operated the rench urtil his death in
1925, .... In 1904 he was merried Mrs Leurs A.Frick.Bora ia
Steilacoom ead daughter to Antom H.J amd Fredricka C (Ahlstrom) I
Malm. Who hed arrived im Steilacoom im 1870. To the Sveasons was
bora ome daughter mow MrsLeila Lovejoy,of Deer Lodge liontana.

Mrs Svemson had a som Anton A Frick amd a doughter Helen, Now
Mrs lMcGee im & prevdous marriage.
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Sweden has not issued any special invitetion to Ameri-
can draft-dodgers and deserters. A4 convention between
Sweden and the United Stated on October 24 1961 stated,
thet no extrediction mey take place for militery offen-
ses - ineluding desertion. In plain lenguage,this means
that the United States has exactly the same attitude
toward deserters and draft-dodgers as Sweden has.

In Tecome News Tribune July 8 1970,
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#:41L JULIUS BERTLE.VWes active in Valhalla end an officer as eerly
as 1893.Not much can be learned mow sbout his earlier life or whem |
he first aprived in Tacomsa.He wes a shoemsker by trade.liad operated hi
and worked for others.He was borr in Vermlend Swedem and in his youth
had served a hitch in the swedish army. There he had met with some mir
minor accident,enouzh so he received e small yearly pemsiom. He hed
played in the originmal Valhalla Band and later in the Svee Band du-
ring its existence,He possessed e high tenor voice end from time to
tina he belonged to all the mele choruses which existed. With proper
training ‘he could perhaps have becoms a lyric tenor,but as it w es
his voice could often be heard above the rest of the chorus when
he got too esger. Once in @ while he would imbibe a little too free-
ly.At a pic-nic at Redondo he started to blow some sour motes when
ivea Bend played for the dance. F.O.Fetersomn the director asked him
in & kind way to leave the bandstand. This provoked iLr Bertle to
the extent that he wemt and trew his clarinet im the bay. - The mext
band practise he showed up with & brand mew instrument. When the M&¥I]
boys kidded him about it he claimed that"the old clarimet was out
of tune and he had been tired of it for = long time.B4t the business-
session of the Swedish singers conventior ir Sen Freancisce when it
came to decide whwer to hold the mext conventiom,he resolutely got

KARL WINBLAD von WALTER. Bora in Pites Swelen im 1887, Arrived in
Tacoma 1im 1905 at the age of 18.Worked with pick and shovel amd
at various jobs at first.Them as & clerk in several Depsrtment sto-
res.Finally for several years st Dickson Bros & iiams Furaishing Store
Later he became represemtative for Travelers Insurance Coand repre-
sented this company for several decedes. A member of Swedish Order
of welhalla for more them 50 years.ilways proud of beimg a swede
but mever too active in amy secular orgenisation. i charter member
end one of the orgamizers of Bethel Lutheram Ghurch. Later he bacame
a member of First Presbyteriesn Church where he held several posi-
tiona and whem he passed away in 18 67 he wes designated Elder Eme-
ritus, He was also a life member and & past president of the locel
branch of Gideon Soclety. His wife lMary M.wes borm of swedish perents
In Iowa, 2 sors of which omre was killed im anaccident years ago.

#inbled von Walter was a family thet belonged to the swedish nobles
in the distant pest. The name is still registred in the calemder of
ths nobles even if all the privileges have beem lost,

e ———ta —

The only other scion of the nobillity that I have ren 1ianto was one
Alexander Von Torme. He had beem & seilor im his younger days and

( overg

Our Forfathers 1ived a sound end healthful life. In Great Grand-
fathers time everybody went to bed early st night and got up early
the next morning. Ate their coarse grain mush for breakfast with
pale blue milk, topping their breakfast off with sour salted herring
or rencid pork, Werming themselves by the woodfire on the opeam heart,
If thers wes work to be dome,some distance ewey of course got up
hours earlier,

No ome went to the toilet end flushed their dirt down the sewer and
ruined the waters im lekes and rivera. Theywent to the outhouse. You
may be sure that they got their butis éhilled and hardened .Especial-
ly when the mercury happened to drop below zero.

Great Grendms had mo Washing Machine.She washed down by the river..
Rinsed her sheets and the rest of the wash between the ice floes

in the soft and clean water,aad probebly went half nuts from free--
zing. But she certainly got heardened off and inured to a life of
hardships.

There were no youth groups who demonstrated and crested trouble snd
a lot of moise. They held Barn dences and picked fights with one

BERNHARD ANDERSON.Bora in Goteborg Swedem in 1866. Learmed the
carpenters trade &lso worked as & machinist before arriving im
Tecoma in 1891,Employed by the Pacific Naphta Laumch Co for 3 yeer:
also et St Paul&Tacoma Lumber COrBought half interest In Peter
Johnsons Carriege smd Blacksmith Shop. Leter the firm was conso-
lidated with Fawcett Wagon wWorks. Whemn the partmers aquired the
interests of A.V and F.M. Fawcett. The firm was known as Fawcett
fiagon Works until 1918 when the nsme was changed to Pioneer auto
Works.Some time in the twenties Peter Johnsom disposed of his s
shere in the firm end the company was liste as Bernherd gmderson,
es president and H.M. Anderson es generel meneger. In 1899 I
Anderson was united in marriage to Teckla Ulrikes Nelsom,born in
Sweden and daughter of 0.W.Nelson pionger ssttler in Tacome,

Bonney

SWEDISH ORDER of VALHALIA. Orgonized Dec. 15 1884, Of 22 persoms
who had declared their intentiom to joim thes proposed Swedish orge-
nisation 19 were presemnt at the orgamisotiz] meetimg. All were ¥
young memin their twenties,exceptCapt. G.F.Lindquist,a Civil War
veteran who was 56,.He was elected the first presidemt. The origimel
name selected was Freya Society and the neme was changed to Val-
hella a few months later. The first meeting wes held im Swvea hotel
1102 Railroed Ave,mow,Commerce St. Proprietors W.P.Sumdberg aad
Hjelmer Nymea, In 1959 thé organisatiom celebrated their 75-th
aniversry. Just prior to this all their records were deposited ia
the Swedish Archives at the Umliversity of iashingtom. A resume of
the activities of the (rder for this period was prepared from $his
material snd also deposited,a copy will be foumd in my files end

ascounts of the lodge can elso be found in Skerstets ead Bergmens
histories, At this late date it is almost impossible to trace any
one that kmew very much about the charter members. Capt.Lindguist
ceme to tacoma in 1880.0perated a tent and awming concernm amd like
most civil war veterams had politicel interests. He died im Seattle
ir 1912.His blogrephy cem be found im Skarstets History aand such
facta es 1 have been able to obtain besides can be foumd in my filea

(over)

THE SCANDINAVIAN CORPS OF SALVATION ARMY. Seems to have been orga-
nized sbout 1905/Cccupied & basement locatiom on the N.B. cormer of
30.13th and Tacoma Ave for many years.Saturday nights the corps
usually went down to Commerce St.to drum,uptttendance in front of

the scendinevien Sslooms of which there wer several in the early
days,in this vicinity,Their pumbers were Rever very great but they
managed to keep golng after a fashion,although the pickings must have
been rather slim at times.They held meetings both on Saturday snd
Sunday nights ard as they were never dull they usually drew fair
sized crowds especially from they young people who arrived in deoves
from the old countries them days. Their officers were om rotation
and none of them stayed long emough to mske much of en imprint as a
rule.Bxcept Capt.Fred Anderson, who had an extended astey the was
ordered tp Portland bpt came beck before long,his cuccessors did not
seem to be able to be able to make things go.So he cenme back amnd ser-
ved several years egaim. Until the first world war.When he was ord-
ered to the front and served im France for the durstionm,When he came
back he had earned the title"The Panceke King"There he had rigged

up & steel plate on a wheelberrow in which he fired and it was said
thet:"when the Cermsns had evecuated a town.Capt.Anderaon was the

s



up end invited them to hold the mnext meet im Tacome. - God bless him
for this, It turned out to be the biggest ting that ever happened to
the swedes in Tacomez, He lived to be quite an 0ld man.His wife pre
ceeded him in death . There wes no children,

GUS CALLSON. BORN in Ostergotland Sweden in 1865, Came to Tacomas from
Iowa in 1889.4 Tailor. Partmer in the firm of Cellson and Ahnquist
for several decades. Became & member of Valhelle shortly after his
errival, very active im rhe lodge in the early years . Also a member ‘
of the first male choruses which existed. Never married untill XX
well into middle age. From then on he attended the lodge onlyXH.¥NX
occasionally,buf remained & life long member. 3 children.
AMBREW CHRISTCOFFERSON. ODHECAME L M2BER IN THE EARLY HINETIBS and
bad held several offices in the early yeers. Borm in Vermland
Sweden he arrived in liinnesota in 1886 at the age of 17 aad to Taco-
mz & few years later. Hie had been a member of the original Valhalla
Band . He dabbled in politics but mever quite made it to any elected
office. He was juite treder however and suceeded in getting some ap-
pointed positions for the promise of delivering blocks of votes %o
the winning cendidate. elso active im severel lines of business.

di

had covered most of the world. Here he worked &s a longshoremsm
and weat by the name "Sandy ven Thora,'

Inecidentally Mr Anderson was froze out of the firm by the other
stoekholders according to rumors.However this seems to have
been the beg@inning of the end with inexperienced mansgement th:e
firm soon become imsolvent amd went urder. Leter iLir Frithiof
Dehlim squired the property amd comducted the business under the
same name until his demise,

Hjalmar Nymem amd W.P, Sundberg,were rartners in Sves Hotel XEXA
ans Saloom for sevaral years. Later they weat Sgparate ways aad
operated various salooms until the state went dry in 1916. at that
time Nymam operated The Beltie and Suadberg the North Pole,saloons.
Sundberg also aquired a large farm at Firwood out ia Puyallup Vallej
Resume of both can be foumd in Skarstets History. Chilberg is za
name thet keeps bobbing up.There must have beexm several of theme
Ome J.P.Chilberg seems to heve beem im business here in the seventi
es, eard wes the first treessurer of Valhalla. it this writing I have
ot been able to collect amy facts about him, 411 the rest of the
first officers of the new lodge seems to be forgotten.
Pete Holmgren, a tailor amd an early member of the lodge ceme here
in 1883 and lived to be over 100.He is mentiomed in Skerstets Hist,
Gus Callsom,also a Tailor end pertner im the firm of Callsom and
Ahnguist ,was also ome of the early Secretaries. Alfred Sundell who
ceme here im 1883 served many yeers as sgoretary.He had s dscora-
ting firm,end seems to have been in the window glass business sat
ore time . Hugo Ohliam,the first secretery Worked as a clerk im
dopartment stores wheam I kmew him. Two of his daughters were tes-
chers in Stadium High School at one tims. One C.W
to have been ,uite active in
of Lindstrom exd Berg Cabinet

.Lindstrom seems
the esrly deys. Pertmer in the firm

works, Liost of the above
mention::
IN SKRRSIETSs Wiy,

’

another until some were injured and some were maimed for life. But
this was also good trainimg for a life of herdships,

The air was mot poisoned by sulphur and carbon monoxide fumes from
oil stoves and fmrnaces. They cut their own wood and spent hours

at the woodpile splitting it up. Those who hed no timber had to gest
out and steal some to keep the worst of the cold out of their homes.

As said berore,:"Oul{fop’fathara lived a sound and healthful life",
but as & general rulp:They Did not get too 0ld meither."

time the soldiers errived he was busy
ferred to call him The Flap Jac§ ging)
his corps. Obtained a job &s
ter the war he did mot return to
ctﬁt:dian in one of the local schools.Where he ranainedruggingis
retirement. He passed away & few yoars :gotat t::aigin?getting e
TUme
time he served the corps he was ins
;::::inent home for the corps at So 12th and L Sts.zy v:ri;:in:?:::
he retaed sucticient money tobuy e Loy S EFCC. e diabanded the
bly itigot paid for some . .
§;:porty1§asﬁled to a super market andls no: us:; as : gzziingnlot
ties.)He wa
disbanded towerds the middle fif
é:iie::rpin the late sixties snd had attended the wazlgziteg:hl{:trom
ties Another cedet was one 8
T e :1:; his own end in his travels he came t:iTAc
gachers includling his
his preesched he roasted all other R
;2§m:: clasggate .Capt.Anderson,- we ealled him "Glada ?redrik:hgeck
in Chicego .From then on he was kmown by this sobriquiet among

awedes, but he did not seen to mind.

first one there and by the
meking "FlepJecks.(some pre



VASA F?IENDSHIP CLUB. During the depression years in the thirties
some of the sisters in lodge Nordem met ocesionsllsy in each others
homes for & ecup of coffee and perheps a geme of cerds, As time went
by more of the sisters were attracted and finally the averege ho;;

“as hardly large emough to accomodste these gatherings. The more pros

Perous forties had arrived and the sisters started to meet at Val-

orgenized wit certain by-lews and elected officers. During the years

they heve been sble to gather substantial sums of money through lua -

cheons ,dinners,bake sales and rumnage seles, |
they have been able to extend consig;rabla ch::::yt:gs;eggiziigs
strained circumstances. Bspecially at c¢hristmestime.In this res t
they have assumed the financiel expense of the lodge for monetapec
€iftsto needy members as well to other needy countrymen.They alzz
undsrwrote a large part of the eXpense of the last district COonve-
njion held here in 1970.As original members of this group we recall
“esdamed Carl Anderson, Louis Person,Ed Rosen.uist,Nels Person
STeve Forslund,Eric Denell ,Elmer Wilsom,Mary Gustafson ena perﬂa 8
e few more thet i Can't recall for the moment. Qthers who ha p'
an active part through the Yaars we might mmntion Clara 0130:e e
. ]

Our forfathers lived a sound and healthful life.Ir Great grandfathers

time everybody got up.early, ate their coarse grain mush for break-
fastwith blue milk.topping the breakfast off with sour salted her-

ring or rancid pork.Warming themselves by the woodfire on the open Wl

heart.If they hed work to do some distance away they of course got up
hours earlier.. No one weat to the toilet amd flushed the excrements
dowa the sewer and ruined the waters in lekes end rivers.They weat
to the outhouse. You mey be sure that they got their butts chilled
and hardened. Bspecielly if the mercury happemed to drop below zero.
Grandme had no washing machine.She weshed dowmn by the river. Rinsed
her sheets and the rest of the wash between the ice-floes in the
soft and clean water and probably weat helf nuts from freeziag.But
she certainly got hardened off and imured to herdships.
no youth groups who demonstrated and created trouble end a lot of
Boise.They held barn dances and picked fights with one another and
fought until some were imjured for life. But this was good training
for a life of hardships. .. The eir was mot poisomed by sulphur amd
carbon monoxide fumes from oll atove and furmaces. They cut their own
wood emd spemt hours at the wood pile splittimg it up.Those whbh had
no timber to cut from had to get out and steal soms to ksep the wor

worst of the cold out of their homes. es seid before our forfathers 4

QUER

SOME OLD*TIME VALHALLA MEMBERS I REMELBER.
The omly two of the chs®ter members that I can recall that still
retained their membership when I first became a member were I.P.
Sundberg amd Hjslmsr Nymen. Two more were 8till around fugo Ohlin
and Robert Bomem. Who had dropped out yeers before.ifr Sundberg wwas
living on a farm out im the valley,sear Firwood.Still hed a saloon
"The North Pole,close to the jumction of Pacific end Jefferson ave's
Hjelmar Nyman operated the Baltic Saloon im the middle of the block
on the weest side of Pacific Ave betweem 15th-and 17th Stas., Neith-r
one was then active in the work of the lodge,but,as a rule atteen-
ded most of the social functions of the lodge. lir Sundberg outlived
all of the cherter members on the 45th eniversery of the lodge he
was present and received a jewel for his comtributions to the lodge
through the years, His son %.B,sundberg was initiated in 1914 and
is still a member.----Nymen retired after the state went dry new-
yeers 1916. It was said that he hed made and lost more than one for-
tune in real estate.Seems ashe poasessed some desirable property
when the Milwsukee Road ¢ in where he recuped some of his losses.
lie passed eway in the mid-twenties. He was & (uite a literate man
In the early nineties he had been a member of & swedish literary club
end was one of the sponsors of the firat swedish newspeper in Tacome

There were f

t

Our forfathers lived a sound and healthful life. In Great Grandfather:
time everybody went to bed early at night and got up eerly the next
morning. Ate their coarse grain mush with blue milk for breakfast
topping their breskfast off with sour salted herring or rancid pork.
Werming themselves by the woodfire on the open heart. If there was WD
work to be done some distance away they of course got up hours earlie:

No one went to the toilst and flushed their dirt down the sewer and
polluted the waters in the lakes and rivers. They went to the outhouse
You may be sure that they got their butts chilled and hardned when
the mercury dropped below zero,

Great Grandma did not pollute the ground waters with aell kinds of
detergents, She saved all the fats and hardwood ashes and boiled her
own soaps, She had no washing machine neither., She washed down by the
river, Rinsed her sheets and the rest of the wash between the ice
floes in the soft and eclear water and probably went half nuts from
freezing. But she certainly got hardened off and inured to & life

of herdships,

over

AXEL UDDENBERG,Borh ik Stockholm Sweden ia 1855. Folloved the sea.
Attended navigation school amd received his masters-licence at

the age of 2l.Commsnded both sailing and steam wessels amd visited
every importeat port im the world, Came to Puget Sound and Tecoma
for the first time in 1888, Whem his ship called here for a cargoe
of lumber for Australia. From there he weamt to Duteh Indies for

a cargo of coffee eand spices for Hollamd.Arriviang there he relianqu-
ished his command and returmed to Swedem.With his femily he emi-
grated to Tecoms inl890 settling onto lemd at Spamaway which he

had bought on his visit in 1888.This he developed into a good farm
which he opsrate until 1899 when he didéposed of the same amd bought
a Hop ranch which he operated until 1906 when he sold out and moved
to Tacoms where he operated a gemeral store for about a yeer. Sold
out and moved to Gig Harbor where he erected a building snd opened
a Cemeral Store.(This store was still operatimg im the mid-twenties

Mr Uddenberg,was married to Angelina Uddemberg,a distant cousim
in Hull Eagland(time and date not given) 6 Childrea. Hobart who
was borm im Australia, Robert C. Bettie, Dorothy, Sigme, Arthur,
who were born et thmxiziaxdxsf iaccascar oh the islamd of Celsbos
and Alda who weas bora et Spemaway. over

ALFRED STENSTRCM. Was born in Vastergotland Sweden and errived in
Tacomea in 1883.,Beceme an early member of the newly organized Swe-~
dish Lutheran Church. Now First Lutheran Church orgenized in 1882
When the first chapel was built on the lower side of Tacoma Ave.
South of South 1llth St, Members of the congregetion done most of
the finishing work. Mr Stenstrom,and a lady member Susie Swanson
done the interior and exterior peinting. .... With a large influx
od Swedes in the late eightie's the congregation outgrew the sea-
ting capacity of the chapel. A committee consisting of Messer's
A.Stenstrom,G.Pahrson,and N.A.EKlesell, were eppointed to select s
new site for a larger church. A site on the P{E.corner of So.8th
and I St was selected where an edifice seating 450 persons was
erected and dedicated in 1889,This church was destroyed by fire in
1924, ..... In 1889 Mr Stenstrom,was merried to Christine Ander-
son also & native of Vestergotland Sweden. There were two daug-
ters born to them Elvire,who eventually became Mrs Christenson and
Ethel who changed her name to Anderson in due time.,also a son
Alvin, ..... Mr Stenstrom probably followed construction work. In
Tacoma City Directory for 1890 he is listed as a Pile Driver and
living at 1505 So G St. After the turn of the century a tract of

over



Elsie Person,Anna Lomen, Doris Johnsoa,Evelyn Begklund lase Olund,
Ragnhild Forslund,Lilly Nelson ,Lovisa Hast,Edith Alm, Anne Johnson

Inga Andersom, Ruth Nelson Sigrid Carlson,Viola Anderson,Gertrud
Sandin and many more.,

1lived & sound and healthful life. But es a goneral rule:they &id
not get too old meither.

There were no youth groups who demonstrated and create trouble and
made 2 lot of noise. They held barn dances and picked fights with
one another and fought until some were injured and some were meaime
for life. But this was a2ls0 good training for a life of hardships,

Thayair wes not poisoned by sulphur and carbon monoxide fumes from
o0il stove and furnaces, Thoycut their own wood and spent hours at
the wood pile splitting it up. Those who had no timber had to get

and steel some wood to keep the worst of the cold out of their hom
As said before:" OCur forefethers lived & sound and helthful life".
But as & general rule - They did not get too 0ld neither}

Arthur who wemt down wit his ship in 1923. tEhe family has teken
a great interest ia the socisl anrd community life im Gig Harbor

(Bonney)

in 1890.In his will he had provided a sum of momey for a party for
his 0ld friendes sfter his demise. Citing amn o0ld swedish phrase:
"Ej med suckar skall mitt minme firas"(Not with sighs shall my meme-
ry be remembered.)We heard that EBG fellows really let their hairr
down on that party, ---- Peter Homgrem, Born in Harjedelem. Arrived
in Tacoma ia 1883 with his femily.He was not a charter member elthoug
he wes s resideat of Tacoma when the lodje was organized but was an
early member. A tailor by trede he operated his own business as long
as his health and strenght permitted.Lived to be over 160 years old.
The odd-timers were stromg for etiquette im the esarly years so in
the minutes from these years it is noted that Mr Holmgrem was obli-
gated to have White gloves and crepe on hand at funerals for depar-
ted lodge brothers for the members to wear,---- Alfred Sumdell, bora
in Vestmenland Sweden im 1861. Arrived in Tacoma in 1883 after spen-
ding a yeer in Kansas, He was & painting coatracter,but had been en-
gaged in other lines of business.ictive in Valhalla where he was

one of the early members.Served as secretery for more terms than sny-
one hes since, Also served as organist and pienist for loamg periods
In 1903 attempts were mede to organize & male chorus under his di-
rectiom.Subsequently he was & mémber of the Swedish lale choruses
vhich existed.

s\

qguired.where the femily located afterwards.

d at Fife was ‘ .
Aizzr his retirement the son Alvin,rormerlyﬁ foremen with the N.F

R.R. in the Bridge and Building Dept. Mbvegs:oB;g:n?lgagzgzzze:g
5 jves there with his wife Frances, .
:ﬁi ?::elﬁ;eand Mrs Anton Brown, also pioneer SwedisAresidents

of Tacoma,



MAJA LISA BENSON. Came to this vicinity sbout 1950. When she and
some associates established "The Vikdmg Restaurant and Smorgasbord "
on odd highway 99.Just south of the eity limits.She was then known
as Maja Lise Lindberg.She later married a Mr Benson who passed aw ay
after & rather brief marriage. Apparently she had arrived im U.S.
about 1947 snd had resided in Renton and Seattle before arriving .
here.After operating the Viking Restaurant for about 15 years,she
accepted the position as executive chef at Elks Club,in 19‘5 when
the new -temple was dedicated, While there she arranged a smorgas-

bord which was named "The Jolly Corks

Bﬁﬁi;}".ﬁhich gained a coast-
wise reputation as being the best hors d'oeuvres takley &x ths

Pacific Coast and was patronized by Elks members from near and far
In the 7 sixties she conceived the idea ef holding a"lucia
Festival” with serving of swedish christmas delicaesies including
Lutfisk and Grot.This met wit an immediate success and has now
become a tradition in this stead american orgenisation, and always
draws a erowd of about a thousand each year. Students from BOELXi:

Pacific Luth.U. presents The Lucisa Tablgaux every year
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Mr and Mrs Carl A. Anderson.
Carl Albin Anderson,was bora in Grycksbo Delarne Sweden im 1898,
Left there for Canada in 1917, After a short sojourn there he arrived
in Tacoma a year or two later.A cabinct maker by trade he was empoy-
ed in several furaiture factories bolhps a craftsmam and supervisor
Later went in business for himself which he continued for several
yesars or until 1954, i‘hen he was offered an sdvantageous position by
& large Portland Ore.fursiture firm.Which he accepted and the couple
removed there but still retaining their ties here to a great extent
Immediately upon arriving here he became menmber of both Velhalla
lodge and the local lodge Norden of the Vase Order. Im both lodgea
he advanced through the chairs snd always held some office im either
lodge all through the years.ibout 1935 he held the office of Disét.
Master for the Pacific Nortwest Dist of the Vasa Order, Married about
1824 to Amna M.FPersom, borm 1900. Daughter of kir and Mrs Nels Per-
son,who arrived here prior to 1900 after several years im lilamesota.
Anna Jjoined the Vasa lodge while still in high school and was elec-
ted pienist of the ledge the sams night. Later served as secretary
for a number of years and in ojher capacities.also served as Secre-
tary for a couple of decades for thr P.Nw.Dist of the Vasa Order.
Over
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In the summer of 1972 she decided to return to Sweden where her
mother and sisters are still living. Before she left the Elks Club
tendered her a reception whic was attended by several hundred mem-
bers of the order and their wives. Both officials and the personel
agrees that the place may not be gquite the same without Maja Lisa.
She is a native of Vesterbotten Sweden but intends to reside in
Stockholm where she will try to introduce the Americen style Hambur-
ger to the public on her returm

)y»o 4404224{ MM‘«Z:/;;/KK?. Ty Chiered-

Directed the Vasa Ladies Ghorus during the entire time of its
existence.Always served as accompanist when home talent was featu-
red at the loge meetings.

The couple have one sonCerl Ivar aad some érandchildren.

Cerl A.Anderson,died in Portland Ore.in May 1972 and is buried in
Mt .View Cemetery in Tacoma,
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+ SWEDISH RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN TACOMA.At the beginning of the
second decade of this century it was estimated that Tacoma had aJ
'Swedish population of about 1000, In my opinion this wes grossly un-
derestimated.Be this as it may. The fact remains that the spiritual
needs for this colony were well provided for. 9 or 10 churches were
active in spreeding the €ospel among them.Besidea host of traveling
colporteurs and evangelists,representanting various brands of faith
who were so common them daysThe limes were sharply drawn and there
Was very little tolerance between the verious denominations,Both the
ministers and the laity seemed to be truly convinced that their par-
ticular faith was the only true religiom and that the Lord looked
favoresbly only on their denomination. Mowe or less they regarded
all sekts but their owm as competitors,Not all of the ministers of
the different denominations Were professionally trained. As a
consequense some of their sermons could be quite irratiomel.is a
s:nsraltgﬁle the lutheren ministers were
6 Trestilhere was mo unanimity emong the other ch
to be professionally trained,a spi:ftual 2eal an:rggzsgzgzlgrhzzz-
tory wes deemed to be sufficient. Some of the older ministerswho
hed perhaps only received a rudimentary educatiom in sweden and onl
depended on the above mentioned gift could get quite emotionsal to g

THE SWEDISH BAPTIST CHURCH. Was organized in 1893 ,when the swedidh
members of an existing Scandinevian Baptist Church withdrew and
formed their own eongregatiom.After am ambulapory existence the
property at So.l12th and J St. Wes aquired in 1899 end a frame chursh
was erected and dedicated the following year. Thias church is still
stending and mow known as The Truth Temple.Swedish services were
conducted until in the thirties when an anouncement in the daily
paper proclaimed that now:The Swedish Baptist @hurch had shed the
last vestige of its swedish traditioms .Henceforth all the services
would be conducted in english and the official name of the church
would be Central Baptist Church."” Some years later property was
aquired at So Llth and Graatwhere a modern church plant was later
erected. As far as can be remembered this congregatiom kept aloof
from perticipation in any swedish undertekinjs.A notable exception
was when there was a drive locally for the Swedish Museum in Phil-
delphia in the late twenties and later when the 300 observation
of the memory of the landingof the first Swedish Colonists in Dels-
wary was celebrated locally, No memberships status are available
but seems to have hovered around 175 to 200 , in 1941 the member-
ship stood at 182, Central Baptist church now hes & membership of

over 700, Present pastor Rev.Bror 0. Luandgrem D,D, Bora in
over

— —

RESUME'S OF THE FOLLOWING MAY BE FOUND IN SKARSTET! 1
WASHINGTON OCH DESS SVENSKA BEFOLKNING.
'Cerl Johem Ahmquist. A local Teilor very asctive im the Swedish
Lutheran Church here during his lifetime.
Gustaf Berg. Pertmer im Limrdstrom Berg Cabinet Works.
Algot Berggrea,Builder.
John Reymolds Browa. Physiciam emd Suregomn.Passed away in 1927.
Olof Bull. Violimist amd Orchestra Director.
Gus Callson. Piomeer Tailor ome of the eerly secreteries im
Swedish Order of Valhalla,
Charles ,fzricksson.coﬁtraotor and Builder Partmer im Bricksom Brod
Hjelmar Brickson., Palatimg Comtractor. Pertmer in Erickaon Bro's
Dealers in Paints 0ils and Wallpeper.
Cerl i.Hallinm,dechanic. Pres Hallin Gas Engine Works.
Cerl E.Hogberg. Brick Masomr Contractor. Part time politicianm
In the latter part of his life he operated a Larina at Day Islaad.
Peter Holmgrem Pioneser Tallor. Lived to be over 100 years old.
Ernest Clarence Johnsomn. Boran of swedish paremts in Illimois was
for a few years president of Scandimaviar Americam Bank.
Fater Johneon, Blacksmith. Partmer in Fawcett Wagom Works one
time City councilmar later had a iuto Repair Gerage,

~Andrew Larson. Cabinet Maker &Bldg Comtrector. (over)

-

Immanuel Swedish Lutheran Churchwas locatad at So 58th and Birming-
- ham St. in South Tacome was organised in 1909.The first regular
minister was Rev.ixel M.Green,who seems to have arrived in Tacom. a
from Sweden in the nineties snd lster gone east for his education

He served until 1915 .After a pestorate in Seattle he was appointed
Supt of Emenuel Hospital in Portland where he remeined the rest of
his deys.He was swuceeded by Rev.Herman Andersom. Others who served
were Rev.Edlund Rev Bugo Thorene and finelly Rev R.A.Lerson.A number

students an supply pastor served during vacencies. The congregation
was never able to grow in the thirties the membership comsolidated
with the Bethel Luth Church and the property was sold to tha catho-
lies who have nemed the chapel "Benmett Hall",

Bethel Swedish Luth Church. Located at So 54th and I St.was orge-~
nized in 1914 by Rev Axel M.CGreem who served until he moved to Seatt
le in 1915..0the ministers who followed are the sams as these who
served Immanuel as mentioned above. Since Rev Larsons retirement the
congregation has been served by Rev.Lyndon X,Murk
An sbortive attempt to orgenise a Swedish Episcopal Church was made
by one person named Fryxell who claimed to be an epdscopal clergymam

an concecrated bishop for the swedes with jurisdi
coast states an Alaska. . ctlon over Pacirie

over

SwedissBethany Baptist Church in Puyallup wes also orgenized by
members who withdrew from the Tecoma Church.Mr Philip Erickson
was probably the ghiding spirit there for several years.While

he was residing in Puyallup. Further data is lacking. This church
seems to be a going comsorn yet.It was known as Pioneer Ave Bap-
tist Churech for & season. Lately it is again edvertized As the
Betheany Baptist Church with the prefix Swedish eliminated.

Incidentally The Scandinavian Baptist Church stood at So 10th

" and K. Sts.It seems to have been a struggling congregation after
the swedes pulled out,and finally disbandesd. The church bukldiag
badly in need of repair stood until towards the thirties When
the property was aquired by Faith Temple,a pentecostal congreg &
tion . & fire-proof edifice was erected. Incidentally a country
man K.W.Lagstrom, who had been a janitor im their former location
and who was a carpenter by trade done practically all of the finis
hing work in the new church fér practically nothing. Later this
congregation aquired the former Covenant Church at So 10th and I
st., The ochurch was sold to some Itelian fraternal societies
and npow known as the Forum Auditorium,

T SKAHSTRTS.
Swan Seamsomn Pioneer Resteurant amd Hotel Proprietor,

< Toblas Sendegresm . Editor amd Printer. Publisher of Tacoma
Posten,Puget Sound FPostem etc.
Emil Stemberg. Attornmey. Bajoyed a large Swedish clientele. Was
belong to Valhallas but unasble to speak swedish,
W.P., Sundberg. Piomeer Hotel amd Salooa rroprietor. Later farmer
at Firwood im the Puyallup Valley.
Almin L Swanson. Was im the Title ard ibstrasct Businsess.
J.F.Vissell . Piomeer Booksellsr and SteamBoat ead Travel Agent.
Chas Williems. Contracyor HabeRdasher and active in various lime



the point of being ridiculous.Scolastic standards were reised and -
it is safe to say that the ministers who were ordained after the tura
of the century posessed a higher degree of learning.

THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES WITH THE PREFIX " SWEDISH WERE ACTIVE IN
THE EARLY PART OF THE CENTURY:

First Swedish Lutheran. Founded in 1882. Now kno'nﬁs

First Lutheran Church,

Swedish Mission Church. Also known ss The Swedish Tabernacle. Foun-
ded in 1889, Now known as The First Covenent Church.,

The Swedish Baptist Church. Orgenized in 1893. by persons who ear-
lier had been members of a Scandinavian Baptist Church Founded in
1885.Now known as The Central Baptist church.

Swedish Methodist Church was founded in 1891 end dissolved about 1927
A Swedish Free Church.Which probably was an off shoot of the Cove-
nsnt church existed but ceased to exist in the twenties. There are
no records available.Church still standing at 1l4th and MSt.So.

Scand .Salvation Army. Came into being in 1903, Gave up the struggle
towards 1950.Their Hall was located at So 12th and L St was sold to
a supermarket and the property is now used for a parking lot.
Swedish 7th Dey Adventist Church was located at So 56th amd 3& St
ceased to exsist in the lete thirties. No records available,

THouPson 3 VE

TS

tion for over 30
i( rbotten Sweden has now served the congrega
;:a;s. Early in his pastorate SwedishMidsummer Festivals were

held for several years.

swedes withdrew from the scandinavien Baptist Churcch

izsihzse::;y nineties the Swedish Finnish members withdrewifrom -
the Swedish Baptist Church and formed their own congreg;tto:hso
time before 1910. Their membership was never very larg: : A 2ti-
chureh also served as a focal point for some Swedish :n Brr: "
vities.The congregation aquired the former Swedish Mission : e ;-
which seems to have been located at about S0.18 and J s:h and mo A
ed it to S0.23 and Sheriden.After some 2 or 3 decages g congre—
gation petered out but the chapel still stends an is used bLpy am

ntecostal congregation of some kimd. Among the minis;:gsb:en 2
recall A.Stormans who before studying for the miniatr{l s be
i e S'ediih Bap:tthgguzziis%iy?:iaﬁowa:'a stident

who alo w

ﬁ:vfgzrgzilzzgrz:nfuget 80u§§, Later served as a missionary ihl
6hinsa and upon his returntought in local high-schools. Was also
active in democratic politics for a season.

0.F.Larson. Bldg Contractor. Erected some of the larger Buldings
in Tacome Such &s Jesom Lee Jumior High,City Store Room. Uniom
Pacific Freight Shed etc Had large comtracts elsewhere.

Gustef Limdberg. Wholesale Grocer. Investments,
¢.%.Lindstrom.Pres Lindstrom -Berg Cabinet works,

Capt.Custeve F. Lindquist, Civil War Vet. First pres.of Valhalla
C.0.Lynn, Mortician.

Nels isttson. Restauranteur.

Hjelmer Nyman,Pioneer Saloonkeeper. Ome of the orgemizers of
Valhella and the first wice presideat.

Gustave Pahrson. Piomeer Tailor active im church and frateraal

isationms.

;:E::t Peterson. Photographer.Photogrephed most of the swedes but
was mever active among them.

Johr Rignell. Prop Svea Saloon until the state weat dry. Tried
road building ferming and a few other things besfore hepassed away.
£.B. Rosling was an early Attorney in Tecoma.

Arvid Rydstrom. Civil Eagineer. Active both as an engineer and &
contractor.

Among the traveling colporteurs we recall Efhraims Messengers.

who came around every fall for several years. Just what the tenets
of their religion wes I never learnmed.Sufficient to say "all demo-
minations were wrong but themselves. They mever camcsingle. Always
in & group of 2 or 3.
Albert Dehlstrom,made the eircuit regularly for several years.Eaarly
in life he hed attended Salvation Army's war college in Chicago in
the mineties.Later he professed he had come t0 a conclusiom that most
of the denominations were all céntrary to the teachings of the Bible
So he had started a sect of his own with a mixture of his own and
included severel rites including adult baptiam.. He had been a com-
trovesial figure in the middle west. Out here he tried to start a
colony of adherents on some stump land he had sguired at Granite
Falls,above Everett. He was moted for his affairs with womem.After
heving some affalr in Tacome which included trensporting women over
state lines. Uncle Sam got interested and he was errested. Skipped
bail and went to Sweden.Where he also was reported to have been quite
a Don Juan shd operated a moving picture theatre im Limhemn in Skine.
Most of the churches depended on revivals for their membership and
usually depended on traveldng evangelists for this purpose. The

swedisd languege wes dispensed with in all the churches in the late
twenties,



EIRST ,SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH.Was orgenized by the Pioneer missionsry
Feter Carlson,in 1882, A brief history of this congregetiom is found
both in Skarstets ama Bergmen's vorks,The first regular minister Rev.
G.A. Anderson served the congregation from 1884 until 1893 when he
memoved to Spokane and later served at La Conner.He was suceeded by
Rev P.A.Matson who served until 1899. Whem he transferredto the Mim-
nesota conference.Where 1 bol‘!ve he at one time served as presideant
of Gustavus Adolphus College. Very little can be lear t this late
date about the contributions end charscteristics of the early mini-
sters. During RexMattsons pastorate Tacoma suffered a severe ecomomie
recession: but nevertheless a rather large dsbt om the church edifice
erected in 1889 had beem peid off.Rev.C.E.Frisk,arrived in 1900, He
Seems to have beem an agressive and somewhat domineering minister.
During his pestorate important improvements were made to the sanctu~
ery and a personage adjaceat to the church was built. The membership
had increesed to 350,He may have beem a little toa*grossive and step-
Ped orn some toes of the more prominen$ members of the congregation
and 2 shism developed. He resigned the pastorate in 1910. After ser-
ving the BwedispLuth Church in Bellerd he accepted a call to Taylors
Falls Minn. where he served until his retirement.He passed away in
Pasedens Calif a fgw yeers ago well past ningt
Frisks resignation there was a vacancy of over

Before the final plans for the new edifice were submitted there were
considerable discussion about where the structure should be located.
Some favored the old loceatiom,others were anexious to aguire a site
2 blks further nmorth,fecing Wrights Park. Which was finally selectec
Contracta were let peascemeal and work progressed as finences allowed
Zilver teas and other means of raising funds were the order of the
day. Edward Young a prominent bullder and s member of the congresa-
tion was in charge of the constructiom. As stated before as soon as
conditions permitted the basement was used for the servicesThere
was some alarm when the window wells outside the basement started tc
sattle and part from the foundatiom. Older membera recalled that the
site was a fill and had been a gerbage dump in the esrly history of
Tecoma, The fears that were expressed then that the whole structure
may settls has proved groundlessas mo cracks have developed as yet
aftor nearly 50 years, «s« Bov. Ernest G.S5venson,of Duluth kinn,
was highly recommended as & sucessor to Rev Bloomguist,and was exte:
ded a call which he accepted.He hed received all but his theologi-
cal education in Swedem,and had arrived in U.S. et e rather meture
age, On a viait before he assumed the pastorate it was discovered
that he was an ineffective speseker and that he had a peculiar accen

» «+ Following Rev.
No doubt he was an earnest snd sincere clergymam . His misfortunme

years (over)
we

T

Hinn;apolis bora Cerl E. Rydell,who had served a congregation in

San Diego,Calif. assumed the pastorate mext. He was & mild mennered
and less controversial minister than his predecessor. Sporedic ser-
vices in swedish were held on specidd occasions end he was guite
active and participated in the festivities commemorating bhe 300-
yeers aniversary of the srriv f the first swedish colomists in
imerice. And in Raising funds for the Swedish imseum ia Philedelphia
Could carry on a coaversatiom in swedish ,but hardly proficlentiMini
enough to preech a §ermon.He served for psrhaps a couple of decades
and was gemerally well liked amd evea succeeded in smoofing some of
the ruffled feelings prevailing when he srrived. Never too robust

BIOGRAPHIES OF THE FOLLOWING WILL BE FOUND IN HANS BERGUANS
- HISTORY OF THE SCANDINAVIANS IN PIERCE COUNTY.

-John D.Anderson,who had a grocery ia the Public Herket for yemrs
Carl Edward smderson,a waiter.

Axel L.Anderson,Hed a confectiomary emd was in the imsuramce
busikess . Charter member of the local Vasa Lodge.

Adolph Amderson. Building Comtractor.

Gustaf Anderson. Mems Furnishings,Dry GCoods.

G.J. Anderson. Jeweler.Watch Maker.

C.J.Anderson,Edgewood Farmer.

John Berglumd, Edgewood Farmer.

Rev. Ermest C.Bloomquist.Clergymea. Pastor First Luth. Churech.
Hens Bergmen,Editor.Publisher.

John Bergstrom. with Dupoat Co. Former Mimister.

Gustaf Bjorkmen. Grocer.

Johr Peter Bolander,Fioneer Rsilroader. Gerdasr.

Dr John Reynolds Brown, Physicisa eand Surgeon.

Ermest Boramemder,Florist.

C.E.Carlson, Fire Chief.

Fritz Carlson ,Berry Rancher.Puyallup. ovaer

physicelly he was finelly forced to resign on eccount of ill health
but remeined in the c¢ity umtil he passed away. Eerly ia his paso-
rete he purchased his owan home and the church disposed of the lots
and parsonege at So 8th emd I Sts...... Paul T. Seastrand,the son
of a middle west Augustens minister,who was serving a church dowa in
Texas wes called and accepted the pastorate. An eXellsnt orator with
a firm voice.In swedem he would probably beea fit timber for e bis-
hopand equally well a lawyer or a benker.Witlhis sta e could
have eermde his living ase blacksmith or a lomgshoremsn,He spoke
swedish quite well amd claimed he probably could have learned more

tave Pshrson. Tailor. .
gzz;: Psulson. Grocer. Salomon Feulson Locomotive Erginser

Joha Psulson. City Dectective. Alfred Paulson 1.3Gro<:er
Amne Pesulson . Mother to the Paulsons listed above.
‘ Wels Peerson. Blacksmith,Ferrier. Puyallup.
Eraest Peterson.Phojographer.
Charles Petersoa. Painting Comtractor.
John F,Rigmell. Saloonkeiper.
Arvid Rydstrom.Civil Engineer.
isher.
bias Sandegrea . Editor.Publ .
g:rl Svedberg. Carpeater. Cont. Leonard Svodbory Carp.Cont
Feter Sellgren. waller Road Dairymen.
Almin L.Swanson.Real Estate, Abstracter.
Andrew Sellgrean.Fermer Hoods Camal.
Peter Veborg .Jewaler.
Elmer Wilsom . Blacksmith,

1glfrid Westldmd . Minister.
é:tcrﬁ.!;ung . Salesmen Shoe Dealer Puyallup.

Peint Dealer.



Durieg the vacency Rev Herman Lind,and other paatorqsupplied the
pulpit and performad, the pastoral duties.In 1913 Rev E.C.Bloomgquist,
thea of Portland accepted a cell and was instelled in November
offthét year.A resume of his pastorate will be found elsewhere in this
file. He srfived until 1928 when he accepted & call to Rockford Ill.
In 1924 the church edifice at So.8 snd I Sts.burmed. Built in 1889.
Until the building on the mew church had progressed sufficiently so
services could be held im the basemedt;morning services were held at
Valhalle Hell and eveming services in St Johms Luth Church, For s pe-
cial servises as julotta and early morning easter services First C
Christian Church,then located at So 6th and K St was usuelly obtained
For the first time in the history of the Swedish coloay in Tacoms
begemr to work together for certaim nationel purposes. Freviouslytab
the various groups were prone to pull ia all directions. There was
BO Tresl love between the different religious denominations and more

or leass the regarded one enother as competitors. Naturally there was
no cooperatiombetween seculer and religious orgenisations ho matter
how worthy the purpose may have beem.As the years weat his atti-
tude changed somewhat., largely to the efforts of Rev. Bloomzuist,
who was . human

his faul:sgggg :::2:th§i::sa;:a laavizeings e R, iz
e o ) € was a distinet loss to

wedishpaople of Tacoms.

if he had been paid more tham a nie‘lo e week for leerning to speak
swedish.He esteblished a custom of ome swedish service omn a Sunday
afternoon in November each year. He always performed the lihurgical
part of the service,but always got Rev.E.A.Lersoa from Bethel Church
to preach the sermom.Hs was @ firm believer im that a minister shoulé
not stay too long im one location so after 5 or 6 yeers he accepted
a call to Billings lontena and left, His sucessor Hsrald Sigmer is
not of swedish extractiorm (said to be icelandic). So after a span

of mearly 90 years the church is no longer swedish even if the ori-
gral swedes paid for the 3 sanctueries the congregation has poses-
sed during this time.

Bengt Johnson, Piomeer Amnderson Islend Farmer.

Olof Johmsom. Service Statiom Operator.

Feter Johemson. Blacksmith. Prop.Fawcett Wagon Works.
Cerl Otto Johnson. Police Officer,

Cherles Julin. lMc Neil Island Rancher.

Custaf Rarson. Clerk. Shoemaker etc.

Olof F.Lerson. Bldg Coatractor,

John Lundstrom. Tellyman Lbr Checker.

C.0.Lyan. Mortician,

Dr Arthur B.Magrusoa Opticien.

Andrew Msttson. Flasterer.

John Aug,Megmuson. Erectimg Foremen N,.P.Ry.Locomotive Shops.
John Melm.Ohop Valley Rancher,

John E. Nelsoa. Fuel Dealer.

0lof P.Neslund. City Employee.

Custaf Nelsom. Mc Neil Islerd Rancher.

Ernest V.Nelson. Police Officer.

Erie Nyberg. Mc Neil Isleand Rancher.

Peter Nylemder. Painter amd Paperhanger.

Hjelmer Nymasa., Piomeer Hotel amd Saloom Operator
‘Carl Joham Ostling. Andersom Island Farmsr.

David Fulton Olsom. Accountent. over,

was perhaps thet he had been raised on the west coast of Swed;n in
a distriet where most people wers strong fundamentslists and follo-
wers of a 19th century elergymsn asmed Schertau., I{is former pasto -
rate had been an english spesking congr :gation. Upom errival he de-
clared that while serving there he had lost his capacity to dpeek
swedish and he insisted that the one morning seryice a monthfiin this
languege should be abolished.This did not set towell with sole olde
members and still less with the nominel luther who hed beem rai-
sed 1in this faith before emigrating.They felt thet they had been X
sanubbed and & great deal of them looked elsewherewhen 1an need of
miniasterisl services.A great deal of the good-will the church had e
enjoyed from the swedish ecolony was lost. The mein sanctuary of the
church was fimished after he arrdved. He wes rather obdurate An
theological mattera czusing sone skirmishes at times.He hed some
followers soime members were geined and some were lost in the end
mothing was gaimed.In all probabillity he was the wmeong mem,in the
wrong placeggt the wrong time.Before the mid-thirties his father ian
law passed hway in the mid-west leaving a large farm to be mamaged
He left to attend the funerasl and some time leter tendered his resi
netion.Some years later it was learned that he hed returned to hhe
pulpit serving a congregstioa in Detroit Liich. where he passed avway

0.C.Cerlson, Miner.Alaske Plomeer.

Apdrew Christofferson.Comstruction.Politician.
Olof Rastmen. Edgewood Reacher.

Frenk Ekberg. Insurance.Notary Public.

Cherler F.Erickson. Buildimg Comtractor.
Edward Forsberg.Cabinet Maker.

Oscar F,Fredrickson. Butcher. Alaska Miner.
Rev, Nels N.Brandshl. Minister Swedish Baptist Chureh.
August Gustafson .Bungalow Cabinet Vorks.
A.T.Gustafson., Custodien U.S.Fed Court.
Alfred Holm, Poultry Mam.

Charles E Hagberg. Lumbermen.

Carl Hegglund. Comfectiomer.

Peter Holmgren.Tailor.

Mrs Mery Hesmsoa Larsoa. Housewife.

Carl Magnus Hedberg. Shoemeker.

Axel S.Johnson. Cebimet Meker. Tacoma mable Manuf. Co.
¢.%.Johnson., Apertment House Operator.

Emil Jecobson.0hopValley Rancher.

Dr Devid Hjalmar Johasor. Physiciem.

Fred Johnson. Saw Kill Operator .FXMRK: JukNstn.
Frank Johmsom Andersom Island Fermer



CHARTER MEMBERS OF LODGE NORDEN #233 VASA ORDER ofAMERICA.

Pres. Gustef Salander, Bora in Ostersund Swedem, Arrived in T Cerl Svedberg. Carpenter.Trustee Bora in Finland im 1889. Harried
Tecoma before the tura of the cemtury. Worked for some years as Caroline Knudsen,born in Norwey. 3 childrem Carl,Frances and Robe:
am Irom lioulder. About 1907 he weat iato the grocerybusiness ia Cerl,is e prominent music teacher here at presemtiir Svedberg re-

Velhella Temple.Which he comtinued to operate until his Bemise

tained membership im the lodge uantild 1923,
jn the 'thirties. His wifes name wes $igne. Ome adopted daughter.

GUNNAR BIOMBERG. Bora im Smalamd.ibout 1891. Arrived here im his

Custef R.Lerson vice Cheirman.Bora in Halmsted Swedem about 1880. early youth., Cement Finisher. Later operated a Grocery at Salmoca
Norked mostly as a shoe salesmem.Had learmed the shoemekers trade Beach amd one im the Public Market. Married Elsa Demielson ,Bora
as & youth, Came to warrea Pa. about 1903 and to Tacoma Inl9ll ib Sela Sweden. One Som, Took active part ,servoé as chairman of
Unmerried, Wes active in the swedish lodgef,$he Luth Church axnd aaid in other capacities, After a controversy im the lodge.Largel;
In Thule Male Chorus duringslits existence. Pres. of the FPacific - caused by a heaughty and domimering Grend Lodge officer Blomberg
Coast Div.of Swedish Simngers 1915- 1917. Suffered a stroke about and several members resigmred from the lodge im 1957.

¢ 1932.Wemt back to Pennsylvania to live with relatives where he
passed away . JOHN OLSON. Bora Im Vermlamd, Sweden.Regular attendent at the mee-

‘ tings.Married several childrem. Verious occupetions. A bit shy

Nels Lindgren. Secretary, Bora in tiadrerbotten Sweden sbout 1881. ard did mot teke a part im deliberations or other activities.
Had been mctive im the Labor liovement there. Ceme here about 1910 Passed away in the thirties.
Worked in restsurants for a season and followed other occupations
Served the lodge im several capacities emd was District laster John A.Backlund. I am unabke to recall this memner.
for a term about 1916. About 1920 he aquired a share in a Coope-
retive Veneer plant iam Olympie emd left the city. Louis Pahrson. Elected Past Chairman . Later served as chairm en

active for some years . Veteram Employee of St Peul mill Died 'S0

PETER SANDBERG. By mow he is largely forgottem.But eerly in the

JOHN {JOHANNES) STENHUS. Cheplaim. Bors ia Swedem. 4 Tallor. century he was a factor in the political and ecomomic life of Tac
Gemerally operated his owa shops and im several locatdoms. There ere numerous stories goimg eround,or were,in earlier days sc
was something of & carachter. Circulated betweeh:Valhalla . " {1t will be hard to seperate facts from fictioms.ihem he first err.
end other places amd Salvetion Army. Ia between he weat oa ve in these parts he worked as a carpenter.As such he worked on tI
a bemder. Just where he came from im Sweden is not kmowa at dspots N.P.R.R. were buildimg om their Grays Herbor Line. Rumor ha
this time. His membership was of short duratiom probsbly on ithhat on & visit to the city he went o a saloon for e drink.The
account of a.p. d. bertender was rather clumsy amd spilled whiskey ellover the ber.
Pete had the reputation of being a rether frugel men sad hated to
C.W. (Carl Wictor) Johnsson.. Memtiomed In Bergmems history see aaything go to waste,remerked that the bertender would probab-
Joimed lodge Nordeen at the second meeting. [lected delegate ly make & better blacksmith than a bertemder. Which mede the bar-
to represeat the lodge along with Louis Parson whea the Dis- keep irate so he tore off his aprom amd challenged Pete to come
trict lodge wes orgemized. Held several offices and dome & lot inside amd do better if he could.Which he did end before the day
of work for the lodge until he passed away imn the thirties. was over he had bought the saloom.,iccordimg to comversations I haws
Hed leerned the tinsmith trede inm his youth. Never worked st had with some of his contemporaries this story is at least parti-
it here.Had been en expressmen, opersted a cigar store,a com- ally true.is he prospered he extemded his holdingsand had am inde-
fectionery, at ome time had peddled butter milk amd eermed rest in several salooms,owmed a wholesale liquour company,seversl
the sobriquet C.7.Kernmjolk. Owned comsidersble rentel pro - hotels and other downtown real estate holdings.Finally he was ra-
perty.Just before the depression however he extended his hol- ted as e milliomeire.He became very influentiel im local politics
dings end perhaps spreed himself too thim emd suffered extea- and placed some of his own im the coumcil as well as in other eit;
sive losses. departiments., A8 am illustriastioa: in the early part of the century
over there were complaints that there were too memy prostituts solice-
over

- K11 this put a erimp im Sendbergs influence.The prohibition & few
years later wrote the final chapter of am era. P.Sandberg tried
other lines of busineass but was mot too sucessful.He lost some of
his properties ard by the time he passed away there was not too
much left., He was ome of few swedes that have beea buried from a
catholie lhurch%ith full requim service,snd buried ia a catholice
cemetery.It was oftem rumored thet im his dealings S.was in a part-
nership with a piomeer catholis priest. No proofs,but the estate
of the priest imcluded a building that for years housed ome of the
most noted dives. Skemrstets Hist. has & biography of Kr Samdberrg.



Ludvig J.Nelsoa.Trsasurer.Not much data ebout him is available
now.He wes bora in the province of Skane Sweden probeblyin the IE
late sixties or early seventies.Seems to have arrived im Iowa
withhis parents as a young mam.Just when he errived im these NiXit
~partl§an not be defimetely escertained.At any rete he was a
veteran employee of the N.P. Ry.im the bridge and buildimg dept.
Was married twice but left mo issue.Active im our swedish orga-
nisations until he pessed away in the thirties.

Axel L.Ardersoan.Fin. Sec'y. Bora im Unkns Smaland in 1878.

Arrived here early im the cemtury.Operated a confectiomary on

K st, for a number of years.Was active im insurance and partmer

is various business enterprises. Repsatedly re-elected to the pos-
ition of fin.sec8®y and served as such at leest half of the years.
betwesn 1912 until he pessed awey im 1949. karried in 1912 to Alva
Strandell who joired the lodge the first meetimg the ladies were
edmitted, Ome daughter Kathelen,mow kirs Wright living inCelif.

2 sons Lennenfj a music teecher and Wallece now & Redio end TV tem

technician.

JOHN GOTTFRID LUND. Wes an early msmber and & herd worker for
the lodge.Held most of the major offices and served a term
as Dist.Secretary. He was bora in Wasterbotten Swedem and
came here sbout 1902, Merried to Hilde Johemson bora in
lengasjo Smalerd wh was also an erdent worker for the lodge
Mr Lund operated a resteurant on K St. for many yeara.grtar
a major operation he passed away in 1923 at the age of:42.

A fairly complete resume of Lodge Norden® activities wes prepered
for the 50th amiversary ia 1962.4 copy of which may be fourd im my
f£iles.Short biogrephies of some of the membera who did yeo

men work for the lodge may also be foumd in this card-file .

ARVID CARLSON. Haster of Ceremonies. Bora om the isle of Botland
Sweden, Single.Remained a member for about a yesr.His grestest
interest im life,was dasmcing.Went to damce every week almost to

the last.Passed eaway in 1970 when he was over 90. Needless to say
tahet he was an asccomplished dancer. When he amd his partmer did not
wia a prize walts at & Vase pic-mic in 1913 he lost imnterest in
the lodge. :

LEBONARD VENIMAN, Immer Guard. A Blacksmith. Bora mear Suadsvall
Sweden im 1890. Married.0me son, Was for yeers the lest remaining
charter member uhtil he passed eway in the late sixties.Lived out-
side of the city and attemded omly occasionally.

GUSTAF PETERSON. Outside guard. Active for several years untilhe
returnedwith his wife to Swedem in 1920, Bora nmeer Sundsvell in
1890, In Swedea he entered the transportation business and had
franchises for bus trafic for a large area in the northern part
of the country and reportedly became & millioneire, He re-visited
Tacoma in 1950, .

FRED BLOOM. Trustee. Bora im Blekinge Sweden im 1878, Cook,Baker,
Retained membership until about 1932. Single until about 45

morried 3 times afterwards. Nochildrea.

tigg on the downtown streets.i city councilmen made a motion to
meke 8 deal with Sandberg to erect & building to house these wo-
men and get them off the streets.Subsequently 2 building was built
at 14th ead A St.And Pete had coralled the largest pert of thia
business for himself.Another example:There were 2 telephoms compe-
ting with ome another im the city. Efforts hed been made to heave
them to comsolidate,but to mo eveil. Finally Pete wes delegated to
tell them to get together,which he did in no uncerteim terms exnd
t)e-cornsolidation was effected.This incident I hearé Pete tell hims
self. Towards the ead of the first decade of this century the city
edopted 2 mew charter and also adopted the comisaioner form of
goverhment. The state legislature had also passed a recall law g/
which allowed the citizems to recall public officials for malfeaace
or missff@sace in office. 4 coupls of years after the mew council
bed been elected the mayor and the commissiomer af.public Safedy
sare.recelled on moral grounds. Petes Brothel was the main issue
Politics meke stramge bed-fellows.Whet actually happemed wes that
the saloon-keepers were sore at the city council for passimg an
anti treeting ordinanmce which forbid any treatiag ia the saloons.
aad firencislly supported the recall cempaigmn.jll the dives werce
reided and closed by the police as they hed been time and time egain



tmm- i i:H Fww_r, :HORUSES. Impromptu quartets
0 e erom the time the swedish pecple be
€en to gather soci
T:com:. About 1903 there seems to have been an sbortive attemgilzgin
: f:: :e a male chorus uander the direction of Alfred Sundell.0n the
c:oru: i;aiggarr:nk Elf:berg,Valhalla lodge took steps to organize g
- 1n a fewpeks it was reported that a chorus w
a -
hea:aing under thr directiom of Olof Bull,a swedish violinintsa::
;:: cal director., He soonm gave up amd was succeeded by ur P.O
g ‘eraon who hed aqgired some mote as & bend leader in earlie; deys
a sjzsgzd:::g;org:nza:h;n the Sw.Luth Church conducted the &roup for.
- whie Valhelle Male Chorus seens to have
:::.d?::::::nogfo;:agzbout }92: produced the Swedish Glee ci::;:;gr
orge Johmsoa & noted baemrd lead d
of Norwegiem descent,. This or g e
we ganisation seems to have h 4
short life, A few of the faithful st vt gl e
L uck it out. ibout eno
@& double-quartet. The 8apRg what the co e
. uld end when the could
::y reg:lar director. In 1912 another effort was made to 1nct::§:ut
so; nug er of interested singers, i mew orgenisation wes formed for
blj : Scure reason they adopted the neme of Thule.This group wer
:on ang :tiek together for the next 12 or 13 years. ir Martia ¢ .
ir George Johmson,directed for short periods wWhile the Zié:p

probably existed from time

e ——

-
-

This wes excactly what heppemed a few months later whea he resigned
His relations with the chorus remsined om friemdly terms and when
the occasion arose he was engaged as sccompamnist for the chorus amd
visiting artists,. Mr H.P.Sather,comductor of the Svee Male chorus
in Seattle took over the directorship. He served for the Rext couple
of years, When Thule partcipated in the singers conventiorn ir Sen-&
Francesco 1915. One of the older members had perheps imbibed a litte
le too freely amd at the business sessiom he resolutely took the
floor and invited the singers to hold their mext conventiom in Tact
ma, Which was immediately eccepted.This of course cesused some con-
sternatioa smong the locel singers who usuelly hed a hard time just
holding the chorus together.But everybody put the shoulder to tha
wheel an started working.Tecoms bad ‘e number of business end prof-
fessional men of swedish birth end extraction who pitched in and
helped to formulate the plams.The two local fratermel lodges and
some of the churches gave ald and the sesmgerfest came off on sche-
dule.a record crowd of over 14000 persoms atterded the Grand Cca-
cert in Tacome Stadium, All finencial obligations were met aad the
event had beer & grend sucess.After it all was over thers was a
lull.The boys were tired. Mr Sather resigned as conductor.ifter

#iot room for duplicate orgamisations of the same kind, With e
little cooperation and less spite work the Swedish aingers in Taco-
me would not have hed to disbemd in the middle twenties when One
considers that choruses are still going comceras i Pacific Coast
cities in 1971. Sporedie and ebortive attempts were made ssversl
times since to revive the interest without avail.

Ia the thirtied some of the sisters in the locel Vasa lodge met
on occasion to practise singing for emtertaimment of the lodge
under the direction of lrs Cerl A.Andersom, This developed into
Vesa Ladies Chorus whic was active until the middle fifties when
the Andersons moved to Portleamd. For lack of a director the group
gave up. Their last appearance was at the"jul-otte in Bethel Luth.

Church christmas 1954.

The Swedish FPimnish people got a mixed cholir together sbout 1913 or
'14..Vas first nemned after their ethnic mame. Themn adopted the
name of Finlendie” Mr Mertin Carlsom directed for a aumber of years

after his demise irs Linmea Cord-Jemsem,conducted for several years
Lately now kmown as the Runeberg chorus Mr Carl ¥.Svedberg,a gra-
duete of Zastmen schoolof music hes directed.



tried to get sterted. About 1913 e Prof. Per Olsson, arrived to -
.assume the position as orgenist and choir master in the Sw Luth Churech
He was & momber of American Guild of Orgsnists and had studied musie
both in Swedemn and in Germeny. Been professor in some colleges and
served as organist in lerge churches in the east.He was immediately
engaged as conductor for Thule. Under his batom gained a favorable
reputetion and were iavited to appear oa programs for variousorga-
aisetions ,suck as Chamber of Comuerce,P T A,Elks Club featured the
Choir on the progmam when the new buildimng was dediceted on Broad-
wey in 1918 etc. in 1915 the chomma participated im the Swedish
singers comvention in Sar Freacisco in comnection with the Fair.
These were fairly succeasful years for the singers, Like most geni-
usesthe professor could be both irrationel and irrespomsible ia -
soms things.He hed e large aumber of pupils studying under him. But
was Rot always so particular to keep appointments shd his finances
wers usually irn poor shape.After a few years he removed to Sesttle
and later weat back east. A young plamo amd orgem teacher of swe-
dish descent hed arrived in the city mamed A.Waldemer Noren,he was
approached akd tentatively accepted the position as director.Hs ed-
mitied that his experience im this field was rather limited and if
things did mot work out he would step out without eay comment.

a period of rest efforts were made tdfind a mew conductor.i cuoup-
le came and went.Finally the Rev, E.C.Bloomquist, pastor of First,
luth Church. &an excellent mmacician wes prevailed upon and direc-
ted the choir for the next 6 yeers.Durimng his leadership the Choir
no doubt resched the scme in their prestations and acuired a veey
desireables reputation. Rev Bloomquist was & very busy men and ia
the middle twenbies he had to give up his position es director..sm
Attempts were made to carry on but it proved well mnigh impossible
to get any kind of accepteble director. The interest vemed and the
organisation was alloweq#o quietlygeinto oblivion. Like all other
organisations the singers hed their share of prima-donnes,melcon--
tents and mischief makers to contend with all through the years.
Some were in amd out several times.Finally some of them got their
heads together and orgamnized & second chorus which in time beceme
known &8s Vasa Msle Chorus which had no connection with the local
lodge except that some of the members were also members of the
local Vesa lLodge.The did some prectising but singing was not the
most important. Theet®hricaels,Veriety shows,pic-nios and baagsps
were more importent and kept them in & rather excellent fimancial
position, after 5 or 6 yeers the also hed to give up and pessed out
about the seme time as the other chorus.In the lomg rum there wac

Under his directionm several accomplighed singers have beaniattrac-
ted. and this chorus has a,uired en envieble remowh for their

artistry.
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