








New Credit Card Scam

+« Snopes.com says this is true.
! See this site - \o “http://
www.snopes.com/crime/warn-
ings/creditcard.asp” http:/www.
snopes.com/crime/warnings/cred-
itcard.asp

This one is pretty slic since
they provide YOU with all the
information, except the one piece
they want. Note, the callers do
not ask for your card number;
they already have it. This infor-
mation is worth reading. By un-
derstanding how the VISA &
MasterCard Telephone Credit
Card Scam works, you’ll be bet-
ter prepared to protect yourself.

One of our employees was
called on Wednesday from
“VISA,” and I was called
on Thursday from “Master
Card.” The scam works like this:
Person calling says, “This is
(name), and I’m calling from the
Security and Fraud Department
at VISA. My Badge number is
12460. Your card has been
flagged for an unusual purchase.
pattern, and I’'m calling to verify.
This would be on your VISA
card which was issued by (name
of bank). Did you purchase an
Anti-Telemarketing Device for
$497.99 from a Marketing com-
pany based in Arizona?”

When you say “No,” the caller
continues with, “Then we will be
issuing a credit to your account.
This is a company we have been
watching and the charges range
from $297 to $497, just under
the $500 purchase pattern that
flags most cards. Before your
next statement, the credit will be
sent to (gives you your address),
is that correct?”

You say “yes.” The caller con-
tinues — “I will be starting a
fraud investigation. If you have
any questions, you should call the
1- 800 number listed on the back
of your card (1-800-VISA) and
ask for Security.

You will need to refer to this
Control Number. The caller then
gives you a 6 digit number. “Do
you need me to read it again?”

Here’s the IMPORTANT part on
how the scam works. The caller
then says, “I need to verify you
are in possession of your card.”
He’ll ask you to “turn your card
over and look for some numbers.”
There are 7 numbers; the first 4
are part of your card number, the
next 3 are the security numbers
that verify you are the possess-
or of the card. These are the
numbers you sometimes use

to make Internet purchases to
prove you have the card. The
caller will ask you to read the 3
numbers to him. After you tell the
caller the 3 numbers, he’ll say,
“That is correct, [ just needed to
verify that the card has not been
lost or stolen, and that you still
have your card. Do you have any
other questions?” After you say
“No,” the caller then thanks you
and states, “Don’t hesitate to call
back if you do,” and hangs up.

You actually say very little, and
they never ask for or tell you
the Card number. But after we
were called on Wednesday, we
called back within 20 minutes
to ask a question. Are we glad
we did! The REAL VISA Secu-
rity Department told us it was a
scam and in the last 15 minutes
a new purchase of $497.99 was
charged to our card.
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Long story — short — we made a
real fraud report and closed the
VISA account. VISA is reissu-
ing us a new number. What the
scammers want is the 3-digit PIN
number on the back of the card.
Don’t give it to them. Instead, tell
them you’ll call VISA or Master
card directly for verification of
their conversation.

The real VISA told us that they
will never ask for anything on the
card as they already know the in-
formation since they issued the
card! If you give the scammers
your 3 Digit PIN Number, you
think you’re receiving a credit.
However, by the time you get
your statement you’ll see charges
for purchases you didn’t make,
and by then it’s almost too late
and/or more difficult to actually
file a fraud report.

What makes this more remark-
able is that on Thursday, I gota
call from a “Jason Richardson
of Master Card” with a word-
for-word repeat of the VISA
scam. This time I didn’t let
him finish. I hung up! We filed
a police report, as instructed by
VISA. The police said they are
taking several of these reports
daily! They also urged us to tell
everybody we know that this
scam is happening.

Please pass this on to all your
family and friends. By informing
each other, we protect each other.
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(continued from page 5)

The whole church got deathly quiet. He could feel
every eye in the church looking at-him. Now everyone
would finally know the answer to the question, ‘Who’s
your daddy?’

“This new preacher, though, sensed the situation
around him and using discernment that only the Holy
Spirit could give, said the following to that scared little
boy, *“Wait a minute! | know who you are! | see the fam-
ily resemblance now. You are a child of God.”

With that he patted the boy on his shoulder and said,
“Boy, you've got a great inheritance. Go and claim it.”

“With that, the boy smiled for the first time in a long
time and walked out the door a changed person. He was
never the same again. Whenever anybody asked him,
‘Who’s your Daddy?’ he’d just tell them, ‘I'm a Child of
God.””

The distinguished gentleman got up from the table and
said, “Isn’t that a great story?”

The professor responded that it really was a great
story!
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As the man turned to leave, he said, “You know, if that new
preacher hadn’t told me that I was one of God’s children, |
probably never would have amounted to anything!” And he
walked away.

The seminary professor and his wife were stunned. He
called the waitress over & asked her, “Do you know who that
man was — the one who just left that was sitting at our table?”

The waitress grinned and said, “Of course. Everybody here
knows him. That’s Ben Hooper. He’s the former governor of
Tennessee!”

YOU’RE ONE OF GOD’S CHILDREN! HAVE A GREAT
DAY!

Someone in your life today needs a reminder that they’re
one of God’s children!

Keep this going. You have no idea which one of your e-mail
buddies could use a little hope today.

Dear Lord,
Help me to be half the person my dog thinks I am. Amen
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