
PARENTS	Father,	Johan	Olsen	Kjersem	was	born	in	Kjersem.	Mother,	Marianna	Daugstad	was	born	in	Daugstad.
Both	places	were	located	in	Tresfjord.

	

FATHER	Father	owned	a	farm	in	Tresfjord.	Ole	took	over	the	farm	after	his	father	and	now	Ole’s	son	has	it.

	

BROTHERS	AND	SISTERS	There	were	seven	sisters	and	brothers.	Ole	was	number	four,	two	older	sisters	and	one
older	brother	who	is	entombed	in	Seattle.	His	name	was	Elling	Kjersem,	but	he	called	himself	Elling	Jansen	in
America.	He	went	to	America	four	years	before	Ole.

	

AMERICA	Ole	traveled	to	America	in	1914.	He	arrived	in	Portland,	Oregon	on	May	15th.	He	hadn’t	traveled	very
much	before	that,	just	small	trips	near	home.	He	didn’t	know	a	word	English	when	he	left.

	

Ole	had	saved	money	to	buy	a	ticket.	He	had	been	working	on	fishing	boat.	He	saved	600kr.	The	ticket	cost	550kr.

	

LEARNING	ENGLISH	Ole	stayed	with	people	that	he	knew.	They	were	old	neighbors	that	had	traveled	with	the
whole	family.	They	had	small	children	who	spoke	English.	They	helped	Ole	learn	English	and	after	about	six
months	he	knew	enough	to	manage	on	his	own.

	

WORK	The	man	was	a	foreman	in	a	big	company	that	built	houses,	so	he	got	Ole	a	job	after	only	two	days.	There
he	managed	to	save	over	$100.	But	when	the	winter	came	there	where	not	much	work	there.	Luckily	Ole	had	a	new
job	where	he	earned	$2	and	25	cents	a	day,	which	was	enough	to	live	on.

	

When	he	was	done	with	that	job,	he	went	to	Seattle	where	he	met	a	lot	of	the	people	from	Tresfjord	who	had	moved
to	America.	After	working	there	he	got	a	new	job	on	a	fishing	station	in	Alaska,	where	he	earned	$100	a	month,
including	living	expenses.	He	worked	there	for	two	months.

	

LOGGING	After	that	he	started	working	as	a	logger.	He	had	a	German	as	a	partner,	which	he	liked	very	much.

	

They	had	one-week	vacation	starting	Fourth	of	July,	and	one	week	during	Christmas.	Then	they	went	to	Seattle.
That	was	about	the	only	times	he	went	to	the	city.

	

His	brother	worked	at	the	same	place.

	

Ole	liked	the	food	very	much.	It	was	a	lot	better	then	in	the	city.	They	had	everything	up	in	the	woods.
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He	returned	to	a	made	bed	every	day,	the	beds	where	changed	every	Saturday.	And	there	was	plenty	of	baths.

	

Even	though	Ole	liked	it	very	much,	he	was	still	saving	up	money	for	a	ticket	back	to	Norway.

	

RETURN	TO	NORWAY	Ole	had	planned	to	go	back	home	when	he	left	for	America.	He	thinks	most	Norwegians
thought	about	that.	But	not	many	people	could	save	up	enough	money.	There	was	too	much	to	spend	the	money	on
in	the	town.

	

CITIZENSHIP	Ole	did	not	become	an	American	citizen.

	

RETURN	TO	NORWAY	He	returned	home	to	Norway	in	1925.

	

Ole	never	went	to	school	in	America,	but	he	still	learned	to	speak	English	pretty	well.	When	he	left	to	go	back	to
Norway,	he	could	speak	English	just	as	well	as	Norwegian.	It	didn’t	make	any	difference	which	language	people
where	speaking.

	

MARRIAGE	Ole	married	Elisa	Tomre	in	1926.	He	knew	her	before	he	left	for	America.

	

Ole	received	the	farm	from	his	father.	He	also	had	to	take	care	of	his	father.

	

DOCTOR	Told	a	story	about	when	he	broke	his	arm	and	had	to	go	to	the	doctor	and	he	had	never	been	there
before.	The	doctor	was	very	surprised	when	he	found	out	the	Ole	had	never	been	sick	before.

	

TRIP	TO	AMERICA	To	get	to	America,	Ole	went	from	Bergen	to	Newcastle,	to	Liverpool.	There	they	stayed	for
four	days.	Then	they	went	to	Quebec.

	

He	had	not	seen	as	many	poor	people	as	he	did	in	Liverpool.	The	people	had	no	clothes	or	food.	They	had	bags	on
their	feet	for	shoes.

	

TRAIN	TRIP	Ole	took	the	train	from	Quebec	to	Portland.	The	seats	in	the	train	were	made	of	wood	so	it	wasn’t
very	comfortable.	But	when	he	went	back	from	Seattle	to	Chicago,	to	New	York,	he	had	a	bed	where	he	could	sleep
all	the	way.

	

CHILDREN	Ole	has	two	children,	Johan	and	Margit.	They	both	live	in	Kjersem.
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Ole	sent	his	money	to	a	bank	at	home	but	when	he	returned	home	the	bank	was	bankrupt.	So	he	did	not	receieve
much	money.

	

BANKING	STORIES	Tells	a	story	when	he	went	to	the	bank	and	asked	for	the	manager.	When	they	went	in	to	see
him,	they	found	him	signing	the	papers	to	shut	the	bank	down.	And	he	[the	manager]	asked	them:	‘I	don’t	have	any
friends,	and	I	don’t	have	any	money.	Can	I	at	least	have	some	money	to	buy	a	rope?’

	

Tells	another	story	about	a	man	who	had	saved	a	lot	of	money.	Then	he	went	to	the	bank	to	deposit	the	money.	But
later	that	day	he	heard	that	this	bank	was	not	safe	so	the	next	morning	he	went	to	take	the	money	out	again,	but	then
the	bank	was	closed	and	the	money	was	gone.
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