








GOOD BYE MY FRIEND, BARBARA ANN LEARY (August 27, 1934 - November 30th, 2011)

Our telephone does not often ring at 9:00 a.m. anymore, and when it does, | cautiously say, "Hello?" But the
response is not the "Hey, let me tell you something..." of Barbara's energetic voice.

We first connected in 1974, when my family moved from the U.K. back to Tacoma, found the perfect house on
34th Street and enrolled our youngest at Willard Elementary School, where Barbara was the 2nd grade teacher. Oh,
how lucky we were! Always Barbara's vivacious, generous personality, her vast knowledge of many subjects, but
especially her love of children set the tone.

Aside from teaching school, Barbara was an accomplished pianist. She came to our house to teach piano to
both of our daughters. Her lessons were always enriched by lots of music history and anecdotes about the composers.
Barbara loved people, her family, her community, her colleges (UPS and PLU); and she loved to travel -
particularly in the European countries, especially Norway (of course), where she visited cousins. Everywhere she found
new, interesting friends, who stayed in touch. Nothing would slow her down, neither health problems nor “old age."

She and | enjoyed going to the opera (“Carmen”} in October, before she passed away in November.

Barbara's mind stayed sharp to the end. Her knowledge of history, art, music, geography and politics was
amazing. Stories of her childhood were fascinating: vivid descriptions of growing up on 6th Avenue during the
Depression, the hot summer she spent in quarantine in the attic, recovering from polio...and many more. She was also
a valued member of many organizations. In addition to Daughters of Norway, she belonged to the Democratic
Luncheon Club, the Historical Society, a Music Sorority, a Retired Teachers' Organization, the Brown's Point Association
and very likely some others that | don't know about.

| shall miss our visits at her house, which usually included a treat of piano music, our outings to Seattle Opera
and especially our 9:00 a.m. phone calls. All of my family will remember her well and are thankful for the friendship of
a very special person. She is gone, but will not be forgotten.

by Barbara’s dear friend, Margaritha Leuenberger

Barbara joined Embla on November 2, 2000. Her memorial service was
eld on Wednesday, December 7th, at Gethsemane Cemetery Chapel.
Sympathy cards may e sent to the Leary family at 3801 N. Adams St., Tacoma
WA 98407.
Memorial 1 itions may be made to the Daughters of Norway
Endowment Fund, Julie Swenson, Financial Secretary, PO Box 656, Poulsbo,
WA 98370-0656.

Editor’s Note: | am so glad | asked Margaritha to write something about

Barbara; she described her so well. | enjoyed going to the opera and ballet Barbara Leary and Janet Ruud at
with Barbara occasionally as well, and | learned so much from her! | was the “Ring Cycle” opera in Seattle
honored that she invited me to go with her to Wagner’s four operas of the

“Ring Cycle” in Seattle in 2009 (photo above). She had so much knowledge about Wagner, about the music, the
instruments, and the story. She told me all about it during our time together in the car. She’d say, “Oh, kid!” and | knew
a great story was coming. | loved all 17 hours (!) and | didn’t fall asleep once.

Janet Ruud

PAST PRESIDENTS
Nine of Embla’s past presidents attended our annual Christmas luncheon, where we enjoyed each other’s company
and had our gift exchange. We also celebrated two birthdays — Marilyn Mahnke and Harriet Swieso. We are already
looking forward to next year with new officers - Delphine Johnson as president and Marilyn Mahnke as secretary.
Esther Van Noy remains our treasurer. Mardy Fairchild will be our hostess at our meeting in February. We held a brief
meeting and voted to donate to the Family Judson Center Foundation in Gig Harbor and to the Grand Lodge
Endowment Fund. 4

Judy Willison















