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NEWS FROM THE PACITFIC NORTHWEST

moet a countryman who is about to be 92 years old and who has lived through
tha struggles of the pioneer times, who still has a frash memorv and a bright
al227 nind, is an experience. Such an ooportunity was offerad tha other

4a7 when Iric Nelson called and asked me to go with him to se2 an older

=

meabar of Valhalla, one who received his 50 year pin savezal waars ago.

(2]

Th2 Senior citizen was Edward B. Jchmnson, 2918 North 21st S:zrea*= here in
Tacoma. e was born in Vanersborg on September 15,1868. When ha was

15 years old, he learned to be a carpenter in a shipvard in his home town, "

and a shi buildar he remained his whol: life long. The learning time was

®

six years. And, as an apprentice, he was hirad by Langholmens Ship Yard and
Mechanical Work Shop in Stockholm. He s=iil retains his diploma ana it

says that his knowledge of the work was '"very good.'" His behavior was
"honorary'", and that he quit at his '"own request.'" From that time Johnson
still vividly remembers when the American cruiser, '"The Baltimore' steamed

up Strommen with John Erickson's body on board.

The summer of 1891 he went to America. His goal was Omaha, Nebraska where
e was hired as a carpenter. But the financial crisis had begun to be felt
and the flat land of Nebraska was probably not very attractive to a boat

builder. So the following year we already find him in Tacoma.

If the times were bad in the middle West, they were not better here at the

coast. A lot of pzople went jobless here and there was no welfare at that

time, so people went hungry.



Lika many others, Johnson 80t the gold fever tovard the end of the 1890's
and he spent a vear up in Klondike, Many formalities had tc b2 taken care
o¢ before lookiag for the vellow metal, Food, tools and utensils for a
72ar had to be bought. The certificate he got from the avthorities in
Dawson he still has. To the question whether he found any 3sld nuggets

un thera, the aaswer was "Not-very well"., And that was i:s

International Fish Company that was organized hare toward th: end of the
97%3 was the fi-st to try sending fish East in ica containers. The first
boat that was becught by the company for halitus Zishing w2s a vacht that-
belongad to the Y.P. Railroad. What it originally had been use for was
N0t mentioned, but anyhow, it had bheen laying for y2ars in tha Sacromento
Rivar down in California, so tha: tha cottem had becone s as they say

in the boat builders language, and it was Jochnson's task to put a new

bottom in it.

For several years, he was Forman at Crawford and Reid's Ship Yard in Tacoma.
In the year 1905, they built the Zapora, the first boat that vas used exclus-
ively for halibut fishing. As you know, halibut is fished out at sea from big
roving boats that are sent cut from a Mother ship. Later on, International
Fisheries built two fishing boats, "The Puritan" and the ”Commonwealth", at
the same ship yard under Johnson's Supervision. 1In 1911, Johnson started on
his own again. His activities were located at Zast 21st and "p" Streets,
usually called "Fead o0f the Bay". 1Ia 1912, a schooner for halibut fishing

was built for a Bolivar Olson. This schooner is still used for what it was
originallv intendad, So . it 1s a product cf gocd workmanship. The work was

contiaued up to 1935 when Johnson was 57 72azs old when he decidad to retire,

so the company was sold,

-



"Even if it was troublesome for many men during the depression in the
thirty's, it would not compare to the conditions when I first came here,

especially the year 1894,'" said Mr. Johnson.

The Steam Era had not yet arrived and it was mostly sailing ships that
anchored here in the harbor. After having been thrown obout bv the waves,
they wera often badly damaged,.especiélly those that had ccme around the
Horn from the East coast of Europe. They needed to be looked after bv
experienced ship builders. Johnson soon became known and he was often
called uoon to make this repair work. 1In the spring of 1893, he received -
an cffer from North American Trading and Transfer Company to go to St.
Michael, Alaska where he would build the first steam river boat to sail

the Yukon River. It turned out to be a real giant, 250 feet long. It

was probably a little bit hard to navigate for the company never built any
more of that size. The company was trading with Indians and trappers. The
gold rush had not started yet, and Nome was not even on the map. A banker
from Chicago financed the company and he spent the summer up there. Before
the sea froze, the workers were fetched bv a customs boat which took them to
Dutch Harbor. From there, it took 10 days on a sailing ship to get to Port

Angeles where they took a smaller boat to Tacoma.

After coming home, Johnson and a friend started their own companv which had
its docks near c!d Tacoma. Among other things, ﬁhey built 2 big Zisher boat
for Peter Bushman, Norwegian by birth. He was fishing on a large scale and he
had factories in Alaska where he salted fish. The harbor had no name so the
citizens decided to call the place Petersburg to honor Peter Bushman. So

Petersburz is not a remnant of the Russian empire as many of us probably

thought.
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EDWARD E,. JOHNSON I
Edward Emanuel Johnson, " 92,
died on the Fourth of July in a
local hospital. He was g retired
boatbuilder, formerly owning his
cwn firm on East D St.

He was born in Vanesborg,
Sweden, and came to Tacoma in
1891. The family home is at 508
No. 11th St. Mr. Johnson was a
member of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen Lodge and the
Lutheran Church,

seven great-grandchildren,

Services will be announced by

_the Buckley-King Mortuary,



o e = i e 5 5
g = T O a....r..“‘
——

L SR 3 -
. ~.u

¥

. Q..J..n‘!m--:, x..u.., |

Wy .¢

—,§} i ,.-, .,: ,

-~

252, a&w@\?\ .Aﬁ\\o\q.? > f.:\w\u\v t\u\:\v\W h.?“ﬂ@wr:v\












L R T

AND:AFFIDAVIYOF:

AL 2 Uyl e ]
1 solernnly- swear t—

’I‘;:a f'_l"l;avé diseove

5

LRt




———

e e e 2T

5} o gmeampmeer

DATE OF ISSUE. & s flomiifl

DOMINION &

HugTiLE

¢ 943
D @/w&&

W —— ﬁlvn\l\ef.ﬂw G
Qe e, ot R |1l|.\w\\m

\ﬂ 7z Z —— S .‘n/ . e s
PLACE OF _wmcm..m(wmw&..ﬁ.....Nx, <= atiDIETRANSFERABL 2, 22+~  \ALID.FOR ONE YEAR ONLY.

O am b B 7 ity
Uihis 15 to Qutify sz Sedcn... E... 20k
2 o |

. 8 Co .
FREE MINER’S CERTIFICATE. %w%

| <2

Vi WA = e Ao . 5 NV\% \
Y\Q/;mﬁlw\\l e L e e T e e \N\w 14 \\mm&\\ a22e Lhtd §\ \ 2C
> \\.. i .

\\ \\- L0 . .\,\.\ S . . \ 4 \\\\\ \

JrLire w\\bT T e SRR &&w\ 4 &»\m\ “\\ do e t4e \Nw\ N.Rm \«Sw\

\\.\\..ﬁ\\wak a_..\\« M.WH.GG ...nu.\ﬁ:...mﬂfi\ﬁw\mx \N&w &@?s«&&.%&ﬁﬁ&&m&& o ¢
% _ ¢ = ]w /7 ¥ Y. .

v

i _ . 2 ; 2 oS 20
m\ ﬁ%&ﬁ&&m« fos OVIC DCAY fea972 \\N\m. P vt Y 0 e /80
Y : 7 7 ;

&

Q:W\».:Meu @.Nﬁﬁw icafe ah\&\m\&kv sarnd lo e Ludhor Leteo & 1omtege o m@ﬁw&\.\s and

. . | S 7 Of

-&\35\“\\”\\ &mﬁma\.&, \k“ \.\5§«5§v§u a\\.&u\ \m.\\wn\m“\ \\w\\ R«em \aﬁku\\\ o &!\w“»% g ~reted \n&

.\w .AQSR«, \MN \nx\“ a.n\§\mw...\mw§ % .w\“.\:&“ a\tw\. t\“w &,Rﬁ \\Nn .K«\.&\\M m,«_ n.%&\&\.k\ m@%?&& et ac R\s\
/ b ot )& 7 ¥4

,\_Nmmm.\u\.\m.&\m‘v k:\axkum\ .‘A\Eiﬁb s_&.\m\ ««e»“\\w& \\\nin\«&\%@«\vﬁ\.&\\\ &m&&.h_vﬁk 2 k&ﬁN \M\.\S\k? \m&«.mén\s\

lo ¥ \w = a&h\m\&.&& wde m\..&\ ‘EN&.@& \»ﬁ.&smn\ Sl \&uk \“&%nw&&ws mk\a\ o cztend 4o \M\.\SK\N

2 g o 7 - : ‘_ L - .
\Nu..\\w.\nh\\\\\\\QQ\s\.\ Rﬂ\m@ UeEeIt \\v\mmw.\x\un o4 \«N.\M&ﬁ& 72 \\\N“N&\. .K.N&Q\\\ \“& \\M\\MQ\\“\M\\N“ Q&hﬁ\h&&ﬁé&k o QQ\XQ&\«\\\Q\\.}%.

?
arensleds 1t n«\\
(% )

et s e
oy B B et

PR

h\‘ . r\%...,zu-\v\\\.tax\\“w\ e \QN\\\ mmwwtu&:wbv&ﬁr ,,
. Q\N&.&.ﬁ\‘ﬁ&wn@t\\.r, ol \m. aq._u ,%& ot L
i il Q\\\“:\w\\\\v QQ&.C&&:\V\Q@.N“}VV..

i&.&&@&%&& .

|




N




ad
S

P.S.M.HS.
OFFICERS & GOVERNORS

PRESIDENT
Tom Sandry
VICE PRESIDENTS
1st - W.J. McGowan
Robert McNeil
TREASURER
Shirley Will
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARIES
Randy & Rachel Schmoyer
RECORDING SECRETARY
Loretta Somers
PAST PRESIDENT
Capt. Perry Williams
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Ron Cowan
Jack Dillon
Pat Hartle
John F. Henry
William A. Spaulding

Carl Webber
Dr. James Warren

THE SEA GHEST

JOURNAL OF

THE PUGET SOUND MARITIME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Vo RS o S SIS SIS IS SIS S oIS oS IS S IS SIS S SIS LSS S TS ST SIS S

Volume 21 Number 3

March 1988

PACIFIC HALIBUT SCHOONERS AND THEIR BUILDERS 98

by Harold E. Lokken

STEAMER W. K. MERWIN
by Arthur E. Knutson

111

(Ex-Officio) DAILY, ISLAND PRINCESS, CY PECK - What a Career! 115

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SEATTLE
& KING COUNTY LIAISON OFFICER byLloyd M. Stadum

‘ Tostoa;;!Ar: THE STEAMSHIP ADMIRAL EVANS 124
' mTobm‘ Sandry by Clinton H. Betz

Roger Sanders
HISTORIANS | THE SAGA OF THE U.S.A.T. M.G. ZALINSKI 135

Sailing Ships ; by Archie K. McLaren

Capt. Harold D. Huycke, Jr.

Inland Vessels Foreword by Austen D. Hemion
Robert C. Leithead

Ocean (Powered)
Lloyd Stadum

Inland (Ferries)

Capt. Robert Matson

SEA CHEST STAFF
Editorial Board
Austen Hemion, Editor, Chm.
John F. Henry
Capt. Harold D. Huycke, Jr.
Robert C. Leithead

R

S

BOOK REVIEWS 140
PRESIDENT’S LETTER 142

Capt. Robert Matson FRONT COVER
Lucile McDonald ;
H ‘ EC*‘;E"";VW"“* Halibut Schooner LIBERTY in Seattle Harbor with Ferry LIB-
: Ar(:zur K:u.::clm ERTY in the background. Photo courtesy Harold E. Lokken Col-
? Carl Nordstrom lection. P.S.M.H.S. # 7232.4
Production Board
Barbara Crucho
Hlizabeth Engle BACK COVER
Loretta Somers . :
CY PECK leaving Fulford Harbour, Salt Spring Island. P.S.M.H.S.
HOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
P Clinton Betz Williamson Collection Neg. #¥5945-1
CIRCULATION & BACK ISSUES
William A. Spaulding
ot
‘ THE PUGET SOUND

MARITIME HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Membership in the Society is open to anyone Interested in Maritime History. Membership Is solicited, and inquiries

should be addressed to: The Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society, 2700 24th Ave. East, Seattle, WA 98112.

Monthly meetings are held September through June on the first Wednesday of each month. Meeting place and

programs are announced to members by mall. Membership is'$20.00 per year for a regular member; Sustaining

$35.00; Corporate Membership $100.00 and Life Member $500.00. THE SEA CHEST is free to members, however,

additional or back copies may be obtained, while they last, at $5.00 per copy, plus 50¢ for shipping and handling.
EDITORIAL ADDRESS: Austen Hemion, 415 West Mercer, #604, Seattle, WA 98119.

The Puget Sound Maritime Historical Soclety (ISSN-0582-3471) assumes no responsibility for statements of
contributors.




=

diction of the two countries to 200 miles from the
previous limit of three. Recent inquiries indicate
that the vessel is tied up in Steveston, B.C., inactive
and out-of-service in the fishing industry.

Probably the busiest builder of all types of vessels
including halibut schooners was Sivert E. Sagstad.
Born in the town of Lysekloster near Bergen, Nor-
way, on February 17, 1880, Sagstad learned the art
of shipbuilding from his father. His formal education
consisted of but six grades of school so most of his
skills were either native to him or acquired on the
job. He emigrated to the United States in 1905 as
many others did at the time to take advantage of
better opportunities in the developing industries
of the Pacific Northwest. Coming direct to Seattle,
he lost no time in pursuing his skills as a ship car-
penter. He arrived in May and by September of the
same year established himself as a boat builder at
the foot of 36th Avenue N.W. (then 10th Avenue
N.W.) in Ballard under the name of Ballard Boat
Works. He operated at this location until 1916 when
he moved to the foot of 20th N.W. where he con-
tinued to build boats of all kinds under the name
of Sagstad Shipyards.

During his career, he is reputed to have built over
300 vessels of all kinds. One of his more notable
accomplishments was the building of a viking ship
for the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exhibition in Seattle.
He was assigned this task after having been in the
country for only four years.

In the war years of 1942 to 1944, he was the bvuild-
er of 18 ships of various kinds for the United States
Army, Navy and Air Force.

The elder Sagstad died in November 1946. His
sons, Howard and Stanley, succeeded him in the
business which is now operating under the name
Sagstad Marina. Howard Sagstad is still connected
with the firm but Stanley Sagstad is inactive due to a
protracted disability.

Of the eight halibut schooners built by Sagstad
and his associates during the period from 1917 to
1928, all but one are still in existence and active, a
t fitting tribute to the craftsmanship of this pioneer

boat builder.
Edward E. Johnson was born in 1868 in Vaners-

borg, Sweden. His connection with boats began at
age 15 when he learned the carpenter trade in his
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May, 1939 - Edward E. Johnson
Author’s Collection, photo by Ray Krantz Photos #4699

home town. Then followed an apprenticeship at the
Langholmens Shipyard in Stockholm. His early
years in Sweden included a stint in the Swedish
army. In 1891, he emigrated to the United States,
settling for a time in Omaha, Nebraska. While there
he worked as a farm hand. His duties included the
building of corn cribs, an activity which took ad-
vantage of his training as a carpenter. Before long,
he switched to working on a railroad checkingtracks
for those needing repair. Traveling in blizzards on
an open hand car didn’t appeal too long for a Swed-
ish carpenter so he left the midwest for Tacoma.
There his first work was to put copper on the hulls
of sailing ships many of which had come from the
East Coast by way of Cape Horn. Around 1892, he
went to Smith Cove in Seattle where he built a shal-
low draft vessel for use on the Yukon Riverin Alaska.
The boat was then taken apart and shipped in pieces

=$o St. Michael where it was reassembled for service

on the river. Returning to Seattle, he tried his hand
at sealing which was popular at the time, but as this
had little appeal to him, he didn’t remain very long.

Johnson had a top reputation for craftmanship.
Typically Scandinavian, he kept most of his records
either in his head or in the pockets of his well-worn
shirt. His boat yard was characterized by low over-
head consisting of a small office with a single dim
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light bulb and windows dirtied with sawdust. His
methods matched his records. On one occasion he
was asked to quote a price on a new boat. After he
quoted a price of $9,000.00 (this was in the early
1900s) and a delivery date in the following spring,
the buyer asked Johnson if there shouldn’t be a
written agreement on the transaction. “Sure,” said
Johnson. Whereupon, he reached over to one side
of the office, tore off the top of a paper sack full of
nails and wrote on the scrap of paper: “I agree to
build a boat for you for $9,000.00 with delivery in
the spring.” That was all. He did carry through, how-
ever. He was known as “Honest Johnson” by those
who did business with him. | personally can testify
as to his fairness when I had business with him in
1925.

Although he was a Swede working in a predomi-
nently Norwegian environment, it was no handicap
for him. In the early years, he conducted many of his
negotiations in the Norwegian language but when
he was asked to join the Sons of Norway lodge, he
drew the line. “Enough is enough”was his response.
Among his accomplishments was a knowledge of
the French language acquired during his service for
ayear in the Swedish army, a skill of not much prac-
tical use for a son of Sweden working primarily with
Norwegians.

As told by Johnson’s grandson, Lloyd E. White,
who worked for a time with his grandfather and who
has competence in his own field of engineering
design, Johnson had a reputation for building clean-
running hulls. With the advent of light weight high-
powered engines and increasingly efficient propel-
lers, White notes that designers and boat builders
had to turn away from the practices of those who
preceded them. Where it was common to find per-
sons admiring the beautiful bow of « vessel, he
found the old-timers taking a different view, con-
tending that the wrong end of the vessel was being
judged. White remembers comments from vessel
owners and Johnson’s boat building peers to the
effect that vessels from Edward Johnson’s yard
“tended to leave scarcely more wake than a duck.”

In 1894, Johnson collaborated with John Strand
in the building of the halibut fishing vessel ANNIE
M. NIXON. In common with other boat builders of
this period and later,'ship carpenters operated ship
vards by themselves or in partnership with others.
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This relationship would generally be on a temporar

basis for the building of a single vessel or two fol

lowing which the collaboration would end. Whe

orders were not forthcoming, the builders woul

seek employment in larger ship building firms. Thu

Johnson found employment for a number of year:

as a foreman at the Crawford and Reid Shipyard ir
Old Tacoma. An interesting facet of the history o

this yard was the system used in launching vessels
As the tracks of the Northern Pacific Railroad rar
between the yard and Commencement Bay, the
tracks had to be removed each time a vesse] was
launched. For this purpose, the railroad built the
rails on trucks in four sections each 25 feet long
Then at launchings, the railroad men brought in
heavy tackle and rolled the tracks away. Following
the launching, the tracks were replaced in their
original position. Luckily at that time the trains ran
not oftener than once a week so not much rail traffic
was disturbed.

In the late 1890s, Johnson was bitten by gold
fever and. in the company of many others, including
Jack London, the noted novelist, left Tacoma on
the steamer WILLAMETTE, for Skagway and the

Klondike. After a year in search of the elusive min-
eral, he returned to Tacoma and resumed his career
in building boats.

Johnson built many vessels of all kinds during his
lifetime. Most of them were fishing vessels but one
non-fishing craft was a handsome 65-foot yacht
built for a Tacoma doctor in 1925. Government
documentation records show eight halibut schoon-
ers as having been built by Johnson although he
undoubtedly worked on many others while allied
with other builders. Of these eight vessels, three
were actively fishing halibut during the 1987 sea-
son. These were the SEYMOUR, built in 1913, the
THOR in 1925 and the MASONIC (formerly naged
LIAHONA) in 1929.

Johnson left the employ of Crawford and Reid in
1911 and started his own yard at East 21st and D
Street in Tacoma where the eight vessels were un-
doubtedly built. He retired in 1935 at age 67 and
died in 1961 at age 93 to close out a distinguished
career. His wife, Anna, preceded him in death by
eight years. The Johnsons had three children, one
boy and two girls.

Another important builder of halibut schooners,
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to be a citizen of the United States of Ezmm&m.

Enter:

UL S. Distr :& .\.&.« e, ba\:.&e Iashington.

Glerk’s Office, ¥W. . Bistrict Court, )
T WMO
Aistrict of Washington. )

I R. M. HOPKINS, Clerk of the United States District Court for the District of Washington, do hereby
certify that the weaw.oEw is a full, true and correct copy of & record now remaining in my office.

Sn Witness $WRereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court at

e o
K\K\m\\vw\.vr» 3 the .. 75
g day of. el e Ao L. A D. H%‘.,@ and of the Independence
“ & _
™ S, of the United mSRm the one hundred and - L

SR Clerk.

‘\ \,@%:Q Clerk,




