











17TH ANNUAL HOASTFEST
(FALL FESTIVAL)
MinoTt, NorTH DAKOTA

For years Don and I have been
saying, "Let's go to the Hgstfest in
Minot." We finally went last October
12-15, 1994. The Hgstfest is a commu-
nity affair, which means that even
though it's a Scandinavian festival, it
has over 7,000 volunteers, many of
them are not Scandinavian and many
come fromotherareas, including some
from Tacoma. Minot is a college town
of about 35,000 in northwestern North
Dakota.

Hgstfest is North America's larg-
est Scandinavian celebration. Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Ice-
land are represented. Last fall the Sami
had a area with many Sami artifacts
and crafts.

From a practical standpoeint, hous-
ing is a major problem. It was stated
that all housing within a radius of 100
miles is filled during the festival, and
we found this to be true. Tour buses
came from many states and Canada.
We were lucky as T had a cousin just 30
miles south of Minot at Max, and we
stayed there. If you have an RV, there
is a large lot for them in the parking
area adjacent to the festival buildings.
Shuttle buses take you to the main
door. If you plan to go in '95, plans for
housing should be made as soon as
possible.

The main attraction is the continu-
ous entertainment on the stages in each
of the halls dedicated to one of the
countries. In addition, well-known en-
tertainers are on the main stage twice a
day.In 1994 the entertainers were Tony
Bennett, Victor Borge, Myron Floren,
Chet Atkins, Crystal Gayle, Barbara
Mandrell, the Oak Ridge Brothers, the
Ink Spots and many others. The enter-
tainment is included in the cost of the
$25 admission ticket. Barbara Mandrell

received $100,000 for two perfor-
mances. Forthe Hgstfest tobreak even,
they must sell 60,000 tickets.

Like our Scandinavian Days fes-
tival, food represents one of the main
attractions. Food was available ineach
hall dedicated to a particular Scandi-
navian country. Some traditional foods
were kumla (potato dumplings),
rgmmegrgt, and lefse. A lutefisk din-
ner was served in the main dining
room. In Oslo Hall, Terje Torgersen,
the Norwegian-trained chef now work-
ing at the Flamingo Hilton in Las
Vegas, was featured. There is dancing
every night.

Twenty companies from Norway
were selling their products. Norwe-
gian chocolates, handknitted sweat-
ers, wood carvings, Hardanger em-
broidery items, and Porsgrunn china
were available for purchase.

Former governors, William Guy
of North Dakota and Joe Foss of South
Dakota, were autographing their
books. Many Norwegians have Arland
Fiske's books, and he was busy visit-
ing and autographing his books.

Norwegian Telecom, the state
telephone company, has established
Teleslekt, a computerization of ge-
nealogical data. They havesregistered
the 1900 Norwegian census, and will
continue with earlier census data,
church books, etc. They had represen-
tatives at a book to answer questions
about the project.

There was so much to see and do,
it made us proud of our heritage. Even
with the large crowds, we did see a
number of friends from the Pacific
Northwest. For information or to or-
der tickets, contact Norsk Hgstfest
Association, P.O. Box 1347, Minot
ND 58702 ortelephone 701-852-2368.
You can use a major credit card.

Elaine Anderson

ROSTER CHANGES
Please write or call 759-4451 with
any changes in address.
Marie Hayden
4010 North 36th
Tacoma WA 98407

Corrections to Addresses & Phone:
Hildur Christensen

1601 So Puget Sound #101, Tac 98405
Evelyn Holt 593-8974
919 So Fawcett #1209-11, Tac 98402
Evelyn Walker 565-9183
1107 N. Mt. View #0-73, Tac. 98406

NEW MEMBERS
Marta E. Berg 759-0279
1341 No Juniper, Tacoma 98406
Mary L. Kelly 752-2675

4709 No Pearl, Tacoma 98407
Patricia J. King 588-3009
2407 Shepard St., Steilacoom 98388
Barbara L. Powers 851-3262
6018 66th St NW, Gig Harbor 98335
Mary Helen Schaeferle 627-2716
521 Borough Rd, Tacoma WA 98403

FORMER MEMBERS

Memorials can be made to Embla or
Grand Lodge Scholarship Fund.
Embla has contributed toward Grand
Lodge Scholarship in memory of these
former members:
Diane Thompson - April 25, 1995

in California
Corinne Olsen - April 30, 1995

NEW MEMBER
INITIATION
June 1st - 7 p.m.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

If you are going to be gone on
vacation for an extended
period of time and want your
newsletter forwarded to you
please let us have your second
address.













