
Sara	Oline	Moxness	Nilsen	Vanderbilt.	Born	in	Trondheim,	Norway	July	9,	1905.

	

PARENTS	Sara	Petrine	Kristensen	Moxness	and	Olav	Moxness.	Father	traveled	a	great	deal.	Worked	on	a	ship.
Went	from	England	to	the	US.

	

BROTHERS	AND	SISTERS	Gunvor	came	to	America	before	Sara.	Worked	at	Foss’	boat	house	for	Andrew	Foss.
She	married	a	man	who	built	bridges	in	Tacoma.	They	had	three	children.	John	worked	in	the	mills.	Bella	married
to	Frank	DeRosa.

	

GRANDPARENTS	Paternal	-	Johan	Moxness	was	a	principal	in	Trondheim.	Olive	was	his	wife.	Maternal	-	came
from	Jennestad,	up	in	northern	Norway.	Her	parents	moved	to	Trondheim	and	had	a	bakery.	Sara’s	mother	came	to
New	York	when	she	was	15.

	

Sara	was	spoiled	when	she	was	a	child.	Would	only	drink	milk	and	not	water.	Had	respect	for	her	mother.	Father
died	in	WWI	at	sea.

	

Sara	came	to	the	US	by	herself,	others	in	her	family	were	already	here	except	her	mother	and	younger	brother.
Could	not	speak	much	English.

	

Saw	a	machine	with	black	licorice	babies.	Ate	these	until	she	was	sick.	First	time	she	had	seen	a	watermelon.

	

CHILDHOOD	Lived	in	a	big	apartment	by	the	high	school	in	Trondheim.	Rented	out	rooms	to	the	students.

	

Charged	10	Ã¸re	for	rides	on	sleds	during	the	winter.	Went	skiing	at	3	in	the	morning.

	

FLU	EPIDEMIC	They	did	not	get	sick.	They	were	not	in	town	much,	out	in	the	fresh	air.	Many	people	died.

	

SCHOOL	Good	school.	New	when	Sara	began.	Trondheim	is	a	wonderful	city.

	

Doesn’t	remember	much	of	her	father.	He	was	always	gone.	Brought	gifts	home	for	the	kids	from	England,	Russia,
etc.

	

CHRISTMAS	Tied	little	red	apples	on	the	tree,	made	paper	decorations.	The	day	that	the	tree	went	out	children
came	over	and	they	sang	in	Norwegian	a	song	for	burying	the	tree,	putting	it	in	a	grave.
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CHRISTMAS	EVE	Put	a	plate	under	the	bed	for	the	Julenissen	with	fattigmand	or	apple	on	it.	Ate	pork	and
lutefisk.	Visited	grandfather	in	the	old	folks	home.	He	was	about	99	years	old.

	

CHURCH	Started	with	five	years	old.	Did	not	go	after	confirmation.	had	catechism	and	religion	in	the	class.

	

Sara	has	a	big	picture	Bible	in	Swedish	-	Norwegian.

	

CHRISTMAS	DAY	Ate	fattigmand,	coffee,	a	light	meal.	Mother	did	not	have	a	stove.	Had	to	buy	everything;
cakes,	bread,	milk,	rommegroet,	and	skinke.

	

Kids	worked	hard	around	the	house.	Scrubbed	the	woodwork.	Mother	sewed	a	lot.

	

WORK	Work	since	she	was	9.	Took	care	of	a	baby	because	both	of	its	parents	worked.	Did	babysitting	for	the
neighbors.	Worked	until	she	came	to	the	US	at	age	18.	All	the	money	she	earned	went	to	her	mother.

	

Others	were	in	the	US	before	Sara;	Gunvor,	Bella,	and	John.	Mother	and	Olav	came	after	Sara.

	

Sara	came	to	the	US	in	August	1923.	Andrew	Foss	in	Tacoma	sent	her	a	ticket.

	

BOAT	TRIP	Sailed	from	Oslo.	Took	the	‘Stavangerfjord’.	A	wonderful	trip.	Captain	Jergens	watched	out	for	her.
This	was	a	friend	of	her	father’s.	Games,	she	won	a	bottle	of	wine.	Could	not	stand	after	she	drank	it.	Went	third
class.

	

ELLIS	ISLAND	Checked	for	sickness.	Could	not	speak	English.	Had	learned	some	in	Trondheim,	but	it	was	still
difficult.	She	pointed	at	what	she	wanted.

	

Thea	Foss	met	her	at	Union	Station	on	Pacific	Avenue.

	

TRAIN	TRIP	Took	2-3	days.	A	tiresome	trip.	All	mixed	people.	had	to	have	$25	when	you	arrived	in	America.

	

Went	to	Thea	Foss’	house.	They	had	a	son,	Henry.	Sara	lived	with	these	people.
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Got	a	job	in	Tacoma	with	John	Dempsey.	He	was	shipper.	She	was	going	to	pay	back	the	Foss’	for	the	ticket	they
had	given	her	to	come	over.	This	was	on	North	9th.	She	was	the	upstairs	girl.	Took	care	of	the	boys.	Darned	socks,
made	beds.	Had	to	start	wearing	uniforms,	so	she	left.

	

1007	Worked	for	the	Assistant	Manager	at	Bank	of	California	for	three	years.	She	did	housework	at	the	Hunt’s
home.	Did	cleaning	and	cooking.

	

1020	Changed	clothes	at	noon.	She	was	always	clean	and	neat.	Catered	parties	at	the	Hunt’s	house.

	

1056	Sara	learned	English	writing	quickly.	Cooking	helped	her.	She	did	puzzles	in	the	paper.	Had	a	Webster’s
Dictionary.

	

1082	Mat	husband	at	Normanna	Hall.	He	was	also	Norwegian.	Dated	three	years	before	they	were	married.	His
name	was	Marcluis	Nilsen.	He	was	a	longshoreman.

	

1106	WEDDING	Went	to	a	Norwegian	church	in	Tacoma.

	

Lived	in	an	apartment	until	their	house	was	built	on	North	9th.	Married	in	September	1930.

	

Wages	when	working	was	$25	at	the	first	place	she	worked.	$45	for	the	Hunts.

	

Husband	did	not	give	her	any	money	to	live	on.	She	made	money	to	buy	groceries.	Husband	was	a	drinker.	She	had
a	little	garden	so	the	kids	could	have	vegetables.	Milk	was	expensive.

	

CHILDREN	John	Arthur	is	a	doctor	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	He	put	himself	through	school.

	

Husband	left	her	and	the	kids.	She	worked	at	McChord	and	Fort	Lewis.	She	was	a	cashier.	Worked	at	the	Depot	?,
worked	at	automotive	things.	Put	things	in	a	coil	for	tanks	during	the	war.

	

Divorced	from	first	husband.

	

Daughter,	Delores	lives	in	Spanaway.	She’s	married	to	Sam	Goddard.	They	have	six	children.
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Daughter,	Julianne	is	an	insurance	broker.	Had	lived	in	Alaska,	now	lives	in	Tacoma	and	commutes	to	Seattle.	She
was	married	and	is	now	divorced.

	

Sara	met	her	second	husband.	He	was	from	Holland,	John	Vanderbilt.	She	met	him	at	a	hall	in	Tacoma.

	

Moved	out	of	house	on	North	9th.	Could	not	live	there	once	she	was	remarried.	Moved	to	Graham,	had	twenty
acres.

	

Elizabeth	was	a	daughter	from	this	second	marriage.

	

‘My	life	may	have	been	bad,	but	I’m	making	up	for	it	now.’	Never	borrowed	money	to	take	care	of	things.	Talks
about	welfare	in	the	US.

	

TRIPS	BACK	TO	NORWAY	1969	A	wonderful	trip.	Took	train	from	Oslo	to	Trondheim.	She	could	still	speak
fluently.

	

CHANGES	Not	many	in	1969.	More	her	last	trip	back.	Houses	torn	down.	Few	horses.

	

Breakfast	in	Norway	is	pickled	beets,	cheese	and	bread.	Had	oatmeal	when	she	was	a	little	girl.

	

Took	toaster	over	to	relatives	in	Norway.	They	enjoyed	how	the	toast	popped	up.

	

Went	to	where	her	father’s	name	is.	Place	where	all	those	on	ships	are	listed.

	

Ate	rommegrÃ¸t	and	whole	meat.	Very	good	meat.	Made	onion	gravy.	Krumkake	and	many	cookies.	Stayed	with
relatives,	all	in	Trondheim.

	

Sara	did	not	speak	Norwegian	in	her	home	in	America.	Had	Norwegian	food	at	home;	fattigmand,	rommegrÃ¸t,
krumkake,	lutefisk,	smoergroet.	Lamb	and	cabbage	was	a	favorite.

	

CHURCH	Belonged	to	a	church	on	Stevens	Street,	a	cozy,	little,	white,	church.

	

ORGANIZATIONS	Belongs	to	the	Sons	of	Norway.	Goes	to	circles.	Distance	makes	it	hard	to	get	to	meetings.
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CITIZENSHIP	April	28,	1947.	She	studied	for	the	test.	Did	not	pass	the	first	time,	prepared	and	passed	the	second
time.	Mother	and	brother	were	citizens	before	Sara.	She	worked	for	the	Red	Cross.

	

HAPPY	TO	BE	A	NORWEGIAN	Speaks	in	Norwegian	saying	that	she	likes	to	be	from	Norway.	She	had	visited
her	homeland	four	times.
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