








Tacoma € ster Cities International Film Festival

On Thursday, March 15, many of our Embla sisters and their families and friends attended the annual

Tacoma Sister Cities International Film Festival. The doors of the Blue Mouse Theater in Tacoma’s Proctor

District opened at 6:00 p.m., and shortly after we were treated to the music of Nordic Exposure. They played many
beautiful songs. Then we learned more about Tacoma’s sister cities and the film festival. We also listened to a
presentation and watched a slide show on the Greater Tacoma Peace Prize. At 7:00 p.m. the Norwegian film “Happy,
Happy” began. it's an award-winning comedy/drama by Norwegian filmmaker Anne Sewitsky. The main character in
the film was Kaja. Family is the most important thing to her, and she’s an eternal optimist despite having a husband
who puts her down and doesn’t want to spend much time with her. The “perfect couple” moves in next door, and the
two families (each family has a young son) begin spending time together playing games, singing in the church choir, etc.
Lots of interesting things happen in this movie between the adults and the children. These things seem more shocking
and sad than comical. Norway’s definition of comedy is definitely different from America’s, and this movie is not

suit. le for children. It really kept everyone’s eyes glued to the movie screen though! And it was certainly thought-
provoking.

By Julie Touchette

We send healing thoughts to the following members who have been under the weather lately: Carmen Knudtson,
Torun Parker, Lisa Ottoson, Karen Lynn and Shirley Peterson. Please keep them in your prayers for a speedy  overy.

Also, our sympathy to Pat Koessler, whose hushand Don passed away on March 2.

The following Embla membersp  ed away recently.

Frida Tayet Gerla - turned 102 in February. She passed away on March 12, 2012. After graduating from PLU she
became a teacher for 42 years. Perhaps one of you was in her class. Frida also taught Sunday School for 75 years. She

became a member of Embla on October 7, 1976, with her sister Bergliot Hammerstrom, who is 103 and living in
Lakewood.

'~=3 Dh -turned 7~ in February. She passed away on March 18, 2012. She had a gift for music and played piano as
well as being the Children’s Choir director in her church. She wrote many skits which she also directed. You might
remember the “Fashion Show” she directed at Embla’s 100th Birthday Party. She also directed a skit on medieval
Norway for St. Hans Festival in 2001 in which Embla members also participated. For 22 years she ran the Scandinavian
Days (as you all know, Embla is now continuing the event as the Nordic Festival). lona was a great lefse maker. She
became a member of Embla on November 7, 1974 and was Embla President for the years 1978-1979.

f oo o- “Sgueah” Thovrnran -turned 90 last August. She passed away on April 2, 2012. Aggie grew up in Wyoming,
graduating Valedictorian tfrom high school. She met her husband Thor in Wyoming while he was stationed in the Air
Force. When they met, he was introducing Aggie to his friends and called her “Squeak” - you might ask why? We heard
it was because he couldn’t remember her name! Aggie became a member of Embla on November 17, 1979. She
enjoyed making Norwegian crafts and performed with the Leikarring Dance Group.

Please keep the families of these members in your prayers and thoughts during this difficult time.

By Marilyn Mahnke



MEETING NOTES

Before our business meeting began we heard a talk from Dr. Donald Mott, the 2011 Greater Tacoma Peace Prize
winner. He shared slides of his trip to Norway for the Nobel Peace Prize and also of his work with China Partners
Network, which helps children with neuromuscular disorders.

The Norwegian Heritage Festival: Julie Touchette and Melody Stepp represent Embla on the general committee and
Chris Engstrom and Diane Nelson are in charge of the Embla members working on crafts and food. All members were
encouraged to help out at this event.

Lisa Ottoson and Torun Parker volunteered to be on the Embla Scholarship Committee along with Sharon Groeneveld,
Scholarship Chair. The deadline for applications is MAY FIRST. Applications for the Grand Lodge Scholarship are due by
June 1%, Call Sharon if you need an application form.

The Daughters of Norway Convention 2012 will be held in Bellingham, July 18" - 21™. All members are encouraged to
attend the convention. In addition to paying the registration fee for each delegate, the lodge voted to subsidize each
delegate’s expenses ($200).

Joan Anderson reported that 29 members have yet to pay their dues.

MEETING NOTES

We began our evening with two entertainments. First, our own Janet Ruud shared with us a wonderful recipe for rum

¢ e. | know we will all be making it soon! It was agreed that she should share this with the members at the Grand
Lodge Convention in July. Then we were treated to a wonderful concert by Paul Leary and his trio Helios. The musicians
on clarinet, cello and piano played a program of classical composers.

olution of Sympathy was read for three Embla members, who passed away since our last meeting: lona Dhaese,
Gerla and Agne: 1oreson. These sisters will be missed.

e April Hostesses were Julie Touchette, Elene Emerson, Shirley Peterson, Grace Bredeson, Marilyn Carlson and Kari
Stackpole. Part of the meal was a beautiful birthday cake in honor of Embla’s 105" birthday! Happy Birthday, Embla!

Janet Ruud reported that the Grand Lodge Board is proposing a revision of the whole Daughters of Norway Constitution
for consideration at the convention. She also mentioned a proposal from the Nellie Gerdrum Lodge (convention host

lodge) that would let a limited number of outside vendors sell Scandinavian items at the convention on Cultural Day.

ordic Festival will be held on October 13", at Edgemont Junior High School in

By Sharon Groenevald












