
Otto	Hjalmer	Halseth.	Name	was	Helseth.	A	teacher	in	Tacoma	asked	him	to	change	his	name	to	Halseth.	Has	been
Halseth	for	50	years.	He	was	born	in	Ørsta,	Norway.

	

Born	in	Ørsta	because	Ålesund	burned	down	in	1904.	This	is	where	his	parents	had	lived.	Whole	town	burned
down.	Believed	to	be	arson.	The	population	of	Ålesund	was	17,000.

	

Biggest	peacetime	fire	in	Europe.	German	Kaiser	sent	two	warships	loaded	with	food	and	clothing.	A	statue	now
stands	in	Ålesund	in	his	memory.	Ålesund	is	the	first	big	city	north	of	Bergen.

	

People	got	out	of	the	fire,	left	town	quickly.	Fire	was	January	23,	1904.	Otto	born	July	10,	1904.

	

PARENTS	Father	was	a	møbelsnekker,	furniture	maker.	He	had	a	cabinet	shop	with	many	people	working	for	him.
He	lost	everything	in	the	fire.	Ålesund	has	been	rebuilt.	Father	started	from	scratch.	Father	raised	ten	children,	five
girls	and	five	boys.	His	name	was	Ole	J.	Helseth.

	

MOTHER	Oline	Åam.	She	came	from	Ørsta.	Her	parents	were	Knut	and	Ane	Åam.	They	were	farmers	on	a	small
scale.

	

FATHER’S	PARENTS	Helseth,	lived	in	Romsdal,	Norway.	He	died	at	age	47.	Mother	born	in	Malmesdal,
Romsdal.	Her	name	was	Ingeborg.	They	had	six	children,	two	girls,	and	four	boys.	Ingeborg	brought	up	the
children.	They	learned	to	care	for	themselves	at	an	early	age.

	

BROTHERS	AND	SISTERS	Anders	became	an	inspector	of	schools	in	Ålesund.	Jens,	blacksmith	in	Kristiansund,
Norway.	Lars,	tinsmith	in	Minneapolis	for	a	time	then	moved	to	the	West	Coast.

	

Ole,	Otto’s	father	went	to	school	in	Kristiansund	to	learn	the	furniture	trade.	Started	factory	making	his	own
furniture.

	

Father	rebuilt	the	factory	after	the	fire.	Imported	finished	furniture	from	Sweden.	Had	a	sale.	Father	taught	all	his
sons	to	make	furniture.

	

SISTERS	Ingeborg	was	a	cashier	at	a	big	department	store.	She	married	Egil	Eide,	son	of	the	noted	Eide,	who	went
up	and	down	the	coast	selling	Landgaars	Tobakk.	They	settled	in	Oslo	where	Egil	became	a	teacher	at	the
University	of	Oslo.	Ingeborg	died	in	1934.

	

Astrid	became	a	telegraph	operator.	Died	when	she	was	65.	Ananda	became	the	wife	of	a	Lutheran	minister.	Died
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at	age	65.

	

Knut	lived	to	be	65.	He	was	a	cabinetmaker.	Worked	on	Oslofjord,	a	Norwegian	flagship.	He	was	with	them	until
the	ship	sank	in	WWII.

	

Otto	came	to	Tacoma.	Knut	received	a	ticket	from	his	uncle	on	the	West	Coast	in	the	U.S.	He	was	planning	to
emigrate	but	was	called	for	military	training.	Otto	came	on	Knut’s	ticket	in	1921.	He	has	been	here	60	years	minus
three	years	in	Canada	and	three	years	in	Norway.

	

Arnold	became	a	craftsman	in	Ålesund,	had	his	own	furniture	business.	Jens,	a	businessman	in	Ålesund,	had	a	large
clothing	store.	He	died	at	the	age	of	60.	His	son	runs	the	business	now.	Olaf	took	business	training,	hired	by	Norse
Brensel	Oil	Company,	British	Petroleum	Company.	Retired	now	in	Trondheim.

	

Ruth	became	a	nurse,	retired	and	lives	in	Ålesund.	Ananda	was	a	sister	that	Otto	never	saw.	She	drowned	at	age
two	and	a	half.	She	fell	into	a	swollen	river	behind	their	house.

	

CHILDHOOD	HOME	Close	to	the	biggest	hospital	in	Ålesund.	Meadows	to	run	around	in.	Moved	into	town,	a
six-story	building.	They	lived	on	the	fourth	story,	ran	up	and	down	the	stairs.	Were	close	to	the	school.	Played	in
the	schoolyard.	There	was	a	soccer	field.	Good	for	sports.

	

Otto	was	baptized	in	the	Ørsta	church.

	

SCHOOL	Went	to	grade	school	in	the	old	country.	Confirmed	at	the	age	of	fourteen	and	a	half.	Seven	grades	in
grade	school.	Latin	school	was	the	next	step.	Otto	did	not	do	this.

	

Otto	started	work	in	an	office	of	an	insurance	company.	Describes	his	duties.	He	was	fourteen	and	a	half	years	old.
Delivered	papers	when	he	was	younger.	Made	lots	of	money	selling	the	paper	with	the	story	of	the	sinking	of	the
Titanic.	People	wanted	to	see	the	pictures.

	

CHRISTMAS	A	big	deal	because	of	the	big	family.	Lots	of	presents	given	to	each	other.	Decoration	made	for	the
tree.	Lots	of	baking.

	

CHRISTMAS	EVE	Ate	rice	pudding,	swine	ribs	for	dinner.	Opening	up	of	presents.

	

CHRISTMAS	DAY	Julenatta,	up	at	4am	went	to	church.	Visited	people.	Ate	prepared	goodies.	This	went	on	for
two	weeks.
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As	a	paperboy,	Otto	remembers	getting	apples,	American	apples	as	presents.

	

CHURCH	Both	parents	were	Christian.	Children	were	made	to	go	to	church.	Had	Bedehus,	operated	by	the	inner
mission	branch	of	the	church.	They	heard	the	plain	gospel	without	all	the	rituals	and	liturgy.	Parents	liked	the
Bedehus.

	

Otto	knew	what	it	was	like	to	live	in	a	Christian	home.	Four	hours	of	religion	in	grade	schools.	Bible	history,
prayers,	personal	experience	with	the	Lord	was	expressed.	Thankful	to	have	been	brought	up	in	a	Christian	setting,
‘it	marked	all	of	us.’

	

Did	not	believe	in	folk	beliefs	and	customs.	They	were	strong	Christians.

	

Did	religious	training	before	they	were	confirmed,	read	to	the	Pastor.	Father	had	them	read	a	chapter	together	from
the	Bible	on	Sunday	before	they	could	go	out	and	play.

	

REASONS	FOR	COMING	TO	AMERICA	Came	by	accident.	‘In	every	youth	to	see	the	world.’	Had	relatives	in
the	U.S.	He	was	17	years	old.

	

Father	said	‘the	family	is	growing,	yet	diminishing.’	The	nest	was	being	emptied.	Otto	took	the	Stavangerfjord.

	

After	three	years	in	the	U.S.	he	started	asking	himself	questions	‘What	am	I	doing?	Where	have	I	come	from?
Where	am	I	going?’	He	found	the	answer	in	the	gospel	in	1924.

	

BOAT	TRIP	Left	Norway	from	Bergen	October	16,	1921.	Took	fourteen	days	to	get	to	America.	Terrible	weather
on	the	Atlantic.	Sick	the	whole	time.

	

ELLIS	ISLAND	Checked	for	lice.	He	was	all	by	himself.	Did	not	know	any	English,	only	Norwegian.

	

TRAIN	TRIP	All	tagged	up.	Tags	on	baggage	and	clothing.	Wandered	around	Chicago.	Lived	on	bananas	from
Chicago	to	the	West	Coast.	Could	buy	3	for	10	cents.	Could	buy	sandwiches	on	the	train.

	

Met	in	Tacoma	by	his	aunt	and	uncle.	Also	had	an	aunt	and	uncle	in	Oregon	and	eastern	Washington.	All	Otto’s
father’s	sisters	had	settled	on	the	West	Coast	in	the	U.S.	with	their	husbands.
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Went	to	stay	with	his	aunt	and	uncle.	Began	night	school	to	learn	the	language	and	study	for	his	citizenship.	Took
out	the	first	paper	in	Washington,	took	out	the	second	paper	in	Oregon.	Needed	to	be	here	for	five	years	for
citizenship.	Describes	this	process.

	

WORK	First	year	worked	with	his	uncle	in	a	bakery	in	Tacoma,	this	was	down	on	Market	Street.	Worked	for	the
railroad	for	some	time	outside	as	a	car	knocker.	Then	the	strike	came.

	

Car	knocker	was	the	one	who	made	the	railway	cars.	Stripped	old	cars	and	remade	them.

	

Got	a	cabinet	shop	in	Tacoma.	Tacoma	Millwork	Supply	Company.	3000	Center	Street.	They	did	fine	work.	Stayed
here	from	1924-1930.	They	shut	down	in	1930	because	of	the	Depression.

	

Left	Tacoma	and	spent	nine	years	with	an	aunt	and	uncle	who	had	a	fruit	farm	in	Looking	Glass	Valley,	10	miles
out	of	Roseburg,	Oregon.

	

Learned	to	prune	trees,	milk	cows,	run	the	tractor,	and	raise	turkeys.

	

In	1939,	the	factory	in	Tacoma	began	to	work	again.	Otto	was	called	back	to	his	old	job	as	a	cabinetmaker.	He	was
there	for	one	and	called	into	military	duty	on	Pearl	Harbor	Day	December	7,	1941.	Basic	training	at	Fort	Lewis,
sent	to	Fresno,	California	for	more	training.

	

Joined	the	Air	Corps	at	Fort	Lewis	as	a	specialist	in	woodwork.	To	repair	gliders	when	they	needed	repair.

	

Sent	to	Louisville,	Kentucky	then	to	Lowrenberg	Maxston	Air	base	in	North	Carolina.	Waited	to	be	shipped	to
Casablanca.	First	convoy	shot	by	the	Germans.

	

Law	passed	in	Washington	D.C.	that	all	key	men	past	38,	were	needed	more	on	the	home	front	than	on	the	war
front.	Otto’s	manager	from	Tacoma	sent	a	note	to	Otto’s	commander	saying	he	was	needed.	Otto	went	back	to
Washington	via	Florida.	Bought	a	ticket	back	for	one	cent	a	mile.

	

Went	back	to	Tacoma.	Building	the	‘Magic	City’,	Fort	Lewis.	40,000	window	frames,	40,000	doors,	etc.	Fort
Lewis	popped	up	over	night.

	

Went	to	Canada	for	3-4	years	to	do	Gospel	work
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Talks	about	going	to	church	for	answers	to	his	questions.	Lutheran	Church	Olav	Hollen,	later	changed	to	Pentecost.
Describes	his	conversion.	Has	always	been	involved	with	church	related	work.

	

Did	Gospel	work	in	Canada.	Otto	was	baptized	in	the	Baptist	Church.	Has	seen	many	miracles.	Talks	about	his
church	experience	some,	mentions	speaking	in	tongues.	Many	young	people	went	to	the	Pentecostal	Church.	He	has
been	a	member	for	over	50	years.

	

Friend	from	Canada	came	down	to	encourage	Otto	to	go	to	Canada	with	him.	Stayed	for	three	years.	Spoke	mostly
in	his	mother	tongue.	Mostly	Norwegians	that	he	ministered	to.

	

After	WWII	he	went	to	Norway.	Felt	he	was	equipped.	Gave	his	testimony	to	a	hometown	assembly.	Asked	to	be
the	pastor	at	this	church	but	he	refused.	Stayed	with	his	parents	in	Ålesund.	Did	interpretations	for	English
ministers	who	often	came	to	Norway.

	

‘BILLY	GRAHAM	TRIO’	Three	boys	who	came	to	Norway.	Otto	did	the	interpreting	for	them.	They	were
educated	at	Wheaton	College	in	Illinois.

	

Did	interpreting	for	a	pastor	in	Seattle.	Describes	his	travels	with	him.

	

Stayed	in	Ålesund	for	three	years	before	going	to	America.	Married	the	last	year	before	he	left	Norway.

	

Married	a	nurse	from	church.	She	was	from	Notodden,	in	southern	Norway,	not	far	from	Oslo.	She	had	been	in
Ålesund	for	five	years.	Esther	Swanlund	Halseth.

	

After	she	had	been	in	the	U.S	for	twelve	years,	Esther	returned	to	her	profession.	Ruth	Halseth	was	born	at	Tacoma
General	Hospital	in	1952.	Mary	Ann	born	in	the	same	room,	same	hospital	in	1954.	In	1962,	Esther	looked	for
work.

	

CHILDREN	Mary	Ann	is	a	switchboard	operator,	part-time	receptionist	at	Tacoma	General	Hospital.	Ruth	is	Mrs.
Steven	Jensen	now.	She	went	to	Seattle	Pacific	to	study	nursing.	Worked	at	Tacoma	General	Hospital,	quit	when
she	was	married.

	

GRANDCHILD	Ruth’s	child.	Ruth	is	now	going	back	to	school	to	pick	up	her	nursing.

	

Otto	did	cabinetwork	when	he	returned	from	Norway.	Involved	with	the	church.
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Not	involved	in	organizations.	Have	attended	sessions	at	Gloria	Dei	with	Norwegians.

	

TRIPS	BACK	TO	NORWAY	1973	went	with	his	wife.	Had	received	two	round	trip	tickets	from	the	company	he
retired	from.	Spent	five	weeks	in	Norway.	Visited	family,	many	already	passed	away.	Spent	a	week	in	Trondheim
with	his	brother.	Went	to	Ålesund.

	

Things	more	modern.	He	noticed	changes	in	1947	when	he	lived	with	his	parents.

	

FEELINGS	ABOUT	BEING	NORWEGIAN	Would	prefer	to	go	back	to	Norway	to	spend	his	last	years.	Has	fear
that	Russia	will	take	over	the	Scandinavian	area.	Many	friends	still	in	Norway,	relatives	are	buried	there.	Senior
citizens	are	well	off	in	Norway.

	

HERITAGE	Loves	America	too.	Norway	was	small-scale	family	oriented.	Norway	wants	to	keep	its	culture.	Oil
companies	have	changed	things	in	Norway.	The	country	is	losing	the	culture.

	

Still	cook	Norwegian	food	at	home.	Children	do	not	know	the	Norwegian	language.

	

Church	has	been	very	important.

	

Otto	had	joined	singing	society	when	he	first	arrived	here	in	Tacoma.	He	became	involved	with	the	church	so	he
dropped	out	of	this.

	

Was	with	the	society	when	they	laid	the	cornerstone	for	Normanna	Hall.

	

CHURCH	IN	NORWAY	Losing	their	hold	on	the	people.	Lacking	spiritual	life	of	the	hungry.	Dissenters,	anybody
outside	church,	are	growing	as	the	state	church	diminishes.	Some	claim	that	there	may	soon	be	no	state	church	in
Norway.

	

SPEAKING	NORWEGIAN	Good	clear	example	of	the	language.
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