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Introduction to the
Letters and Articles on

A TRIP INTO THE YUKON REGION
by Rev. Bjug Harstad

Dr. Neelak T jernagel recelved a copy of these letters and articles
on "A Trip into the Yukon Hegion" shortly after I had run off the
first copies on the mimeograph. I was guite sure he would be in-
terested in these things because his father, Rev. H.M. T jernagel,
was a-missionary in Alaska frcem 1910 to 1913,

Dr. Tjernasel, now pastor of Indian Landing Luth. Church, Roches-
‘ter, New York, is the author of the book "Henry VIII and the Luther-
ans'" (1965), and also of "The Reformation Era", one of the books

in the Concordia Lesdership Training Frogram..

Under date of Nov. 3, 1973, I received a letter from Dr. Tjerna-
gel in which he writes the following concerning father's letters
and articles:

"I am most grateful to you for sending me your father's Alaska
Letters. It is really one of the most remarkable documents I

have ever read. H.M.T. often spoke of the Klondike gold rush

end I have had a considerable interest in it ever since.

"The reasons for your father's going are remarkable enough in
themselves. What 1s so astounding is his rather casual descrip-
tion of the rigors of the journey that took such a terrible toll

of lives of others. To him the trip was difficult, but he makes

it seem much less than herculean. And then he tops it all off

by comparing this rigorous adventure to a college student's sum-
mer vacation, which refreshes him and mekes him better prepared

for the tasks ghead. What a man this Bjug Harstad must have been.®

I was very grateful for these words of Dr. Tjernagel and am there-
fore passing them on to you. I am also persuaded that the story

of these hardships which father endured should not die, but should
be passed on especially to his descendants, and alsc to others

who may wish to read it.

Adolph M. Harstad
Nov. 19, 1973



Victoria, B.C.
10th Feb. 1898

Dear Herald:
Herewiith a friendly greeting td ell readers.

Yesterday a little before 9 a.m., we left Tacoma on the steamer Clty
of Seattle on our way to Dyea, Alaska. It was hard to extend the
hand 1n farewell to wife, chlldren and friends for such a long time
as & trip into the vast interlor of Jlaska reguires.

“rere one to linger over thoughts of hardship and want, dangers and
accildents thet may so quickly cut the thread of life, then the heart
would yield to sadness and sorrow; Lut wilen one rememovers that the
cell and duty that one has egreed upon with friends and relatives
recuires this sccrifice, then one clings the vetter to his Heavenly
Father and to His unspeackacvle mercy, glorious and never failing pro-
mises and His unlimited power to stand by a poor wandere& 1in gll His
ways. . Thus we are in good sririts. Ve have received needed food
end sleep so Loth body and mind sre IiIn the best of heslth.

The crush and confusion here ueggars all description. Otis Lsrsen
and I were fortunste enough to get a bunk together. There are three
bunks, one a.ove the other. %e have the middle one., .In each bunk
.tliere is room for two persons. There ere 18 inches between our bunk:
and the one atove., The aisle between our bed and the next row of
bunks is 34 inches. All bunks are occupied by an incdescribeble crowd
of Irishmen, Norwegilans, Germens and Amerlcgns. To save a few dol-
lars vie have all tsken steerage . .

i3 any get se581ck which is very likely here, there Wlll be fun
Iy companlon snad I do not expect to get sick. ~

At the talle we stand closely pecked togethe; with hats or caps on.
and ect meat, potztces, beans and bresd and tutter from lerge cups - . -
end pletes. All tablewsre 1s of tin or sheetmetel except knives and
Torks which'are of steel. %'e eat wviell, but no one who 1s particular
or fsstidious should ue here. %/e wish to ask &ll whko are thinking

of going to Alaska to note the lollom1ng.

Those who wish to go over the mountains at Dyea and into Canaoa by
way of the lakes shkould have a good supply of tools &and clothes to-
gether with provisions for one yesr. Such equlpment will:-cost $150

o ..200, But if iour or more go together the perty cen get azlong
with one tent, one stove and one set of carpenter's tools. Those
who wuy merchandise in the United States must pay duty: when they
cross the uoundery into Cansda. Therefore we advise those who bLuy
equippent to buy =sither in Victoria or Vancouver, Eritish Columtia,
urbredy seving cGuty which is otherwise demended. p uty amounts to

bout pne third the value of all equipment. Later we will inform

you fupther avout this ne ter.

we arﬁ1Veo here at 9 o! clock end will leeve at 12, Letters will
IeoCh us at Dyea, Alsska, during the next two weeks. %We wish you
all wnll Go¢ Dbe with us. ' '

/ Y . o E

, ; _ Voncouvnr, B. @, S
s : 11th Feb. 1898
e arriveo et 6 o'clock this evening Cnd will stay until 9.  Detween |
Victorie and here we had eoume rough seas. NKeither I nor Otls have - ]
felt the siightest seasickness, wut it hLas not Leen hard to see that |
icood has not done ssme much good. o

I have ‘just had @ long tsll with the manager of the old trading com« !\
rany, Wﬁudson Bey Comrany", that vas orgsnized 1in 1€70 sné hes done !
dquch trading elong frontiers. Uhen the first settlers caile to the -

‘Reé River Vslley this ccupany had many stores and the people alweys f 1

recelved good merchano‘oe.

wlhis company th a lsrge store 1n Vencouver where it alhays has in j'
stock a good selection of everything an Alaska traveler needs. ’
The manager assured -me that he could outfit poldseekers -a little
chearer ‘than in the States and for the most pert with better mer-
che naise espe01ally es far as clothes are concerned.



: z

Certain things gre a little higher here, for example, Rex Bacon, from
Kensas City 1s alout 2¢ prer pound higher. But he essures me buyers
would have no trouble crossing the bounaory into Cansda without pay-
ing duty. ©3Sverything would be well pecked, ccrelully marked and seal-
ed by them. One need only stay here & day or two, buy what he needs
and everything will be teken cere of vy the compeny. Those who come.
from the east by way of the Censdian Pecific Ry. can get off the
train-: here, uuy Hhot he ﬁeeas uﬂd continue north by bost.

Those who must -sgve as much &s possitle should arrange to ulok:e pur—
cheéses here. llerchendise thet trey v ish to t)et through duty free

must riot be opened until they reach Cansda =z¢8in., Those who £0 0F
wey of Dysa, will perhaps have to pay duty to the U.5. ior Canadian
melchanolse vut. will get the money veck when thiey cross ‘the line.-
Those whe o tlhils summer will do well to teke the Ft. Wrangel; 3tikine
river route. ‘ : '

when we 6et to Dyea more information will we rorthcoming.

Vancouver 1s 2 bvesutiful &and. tliriving city and is the terminal eof
the Canscien Paciiic Ry. TFrom here large and luxurious steamers sall
for Cnina, Japan and Australia. A11 stecmers ior Alaska call here.

Fluslly, & friendly breetlné ena good nlbht till we meet in Dyea or
eps- in Ulengel
B,

S. 5. City of Seattle o
L 3 o ' ; 11lth. Feb. 1&98.
Todey 1t 1s reining and somevhat colder. .Cnly here gnd there we see
snow, The clouds hang so low we cannot see the tops of the mountains.

We are now peassing between Vencouver Island en the left and the main-
lend on the ri:ht. 4s far ss land end sea are concerned wz mizht be
sailing con Puget Scund. The water 1s peirfectly smooth. Islanés and
spits glve varilety to the surroundings. . 3oame pleces islecnds lie
directly on our course and- the passaces are so narrow thet one feszrs
getting lost 'In one or the other iInlet &aong. the mountains.

A litile cefore noon we reach the north end of Veancouver Islsnd.

Here ve have s.out 50 miles of open sea on our lelft snd the Loat be-
gins to roll qguite violently. . low seasickness sets in in deza esrnest.
One efter the other dissppesred while we-stood at the diunner taule
Felring ourselves. Jome bLecame neusested veiore they could get sway
from the tacle. ‘ve saw Btrong men, stending deethly psle, offering

ur to the sea. &4s & rule iley did not get wmuch sympathy from thelr
travelling compeanions who were vetter oif., The bystanders usuellj
beaan to hoop in unison and mimic the sick.

At twilight we were among the islsonas off 3ella Cola e&nd Rlver Inlet,
Here we took a pilot aboard. <ILoth water and wind were still,

The Ferklenders welked the deck cduring the stormiest time and held
their own well. To the nresant time they have ecten every mesl end
have retezined then. :

we went to ved a little lete. Had it not been for the fact tlist

the see beceme smooth we would have remained on deck during the night.
To stay down in this celler, the third ceck wvelow, among swearing,
vomiting, coarse peoprle 1s not rleasant. Wixlle in ocur buwik we hesr
the roering of the ses, a2nd the Lecting of the wsves causes the Loat
to crack at every seam. ' : -

This ot wes not built for the oren sea, but rather for navigation
on inland waters, especizlly the veautiful end culet Tuget Scund.

12th. Feb. e awoke todey well refieshed. God wve preised for His
mercy. The boat moves so culetly thet one herdly notices that he 1is
et see. The weesther 1s colder. Sunowcovered mountsins hold us in-

closed on voth sides. e pess through ¢uite nerrow streits. Now
snow lies close down to the sea., They sey we V.11l reach Fort irenegel,
in Uncle Sem's douelin, uy evening. we are still among the islets

north of Queen Charlotte Islznd. Despite the fact that snow lies on
the aark forest-covered mountain sides 1t 1s not so cold but that
we can stand on deck thinly clad without mittens.



‘At helf’ p?st ten we pass the wrech of the Steamer Corona that was.
wrecked here a- coupl° of wegks- eao._ Iessengers and’ crev‘mexereaved

. nothing else., ‘The hull lles only & few hundred fs thoas from a l,ttle
island. "~ It lies on even kee: l‘lth the vow- ontlrely ‘out of the water
zd the stern vnder water. It seems that it 1s held fast vy a courle
of lerge rocks. Yes; it would ve sad to be thrown into the water ar
landed on one of these barren rock islsnds. This is just outside the
mouth of the OSkeona river where there are suppcsed Lo be some settlers.
Saine years g0 & Norwegilan vy the name ol Jecobson llveo here., Per-
rcps ‘he is. still here. #5 : s, om

At 8 o'clock we stop t mary Islono vhere ttele 1s an U S. ~custou--
house. There is only one large Louse ‘to Le seen on the begch of a
large 'slend. The snow lies a couple oI inches deep. There:ls rain
end sleet &na a,quite cold wind. Up to the present time we have had
no fog anc so we pass without difficulty through the narrow.pssses
between Innumers.le small islends snd skerrles. Some of these stick
~only & few feet sbove water. On some of these islends there is thick
gress, but no forest. In. thick fog it must be impossible to navigate
here vy compass .only. -8 ‘ '

The following Skendinevians thst vwe are more or less scquainted vwith
send greetings to relatives enc¢ frisnds: T. Clson, Z. ".edeberg,

I'. “edeberg, J. Berg, _rlastcvaog, ', 8trend, snd Hansen,  all from
Tecoma. The lest named is going to Yrsngel. Holt ané Strend are
from St. Peul., EH, “mundsen, Arnt Teller, 0le Vold, Alfred Solid

are from Dunn County, ‘wisconsin, end expect Isak ISckSOH and Syvert
Evenson to follow. From Miimnespolls we have 0.L. Andersen, P. Holtum,
Nils Johuason end Mertin Nilson. From lieshwurn, %Wis., we haveiDavid

Nedlund, im. Clson, Oscer Y. Lundgren. ‘From‘'Luverne, Rock County,
VMinn., 0le and llas Gabrlelsen and Isac Olsen. The pgrty from Jash-
burn , .1s., had 40 dogs which they could not get aivosrd ship in '

Seattle since the stesmship inspector would not allow the ceptein to
teke .more cergo. o :

There was trouble in Seattle avout this matter snd the coat wes not
allowed to leazve the wherf -uutil they prouised to pey the expense for
the cobs cnO ti.0 men tlll they coulo continue the journey.

we ao not ‘expect’ to reach Fort hren el, where this letter will be
posted, until ezrly tosiorrow morning. Good nicht. T
wi ‘ : . . . Hl

City of Seattle, .Fort hraﬂgel, Alasket.
13th Feb.,'_1898,

Deer Hers ld

God be thanked for good fortune end blessings to the rresent time

end for a relreoulng sleep. Today &t helf psst six we ride et znchor
at “rengel. jere snow &nd ice lie on the deck, Lut the weather 1s
quite wild and we %1ill undoubtedly get mere snow. Some pessengers
egnd a little freight were put ashore here,.

Last nlght-mnen I went to bed, I wos guite orpreben51ve and did not
get to sleer uwutil after midnight. There sre no hesvy sees, the Loat
floats gquietly on rerfectly smooth weters; but i1s is pitch derk3and
thiere are 1slands and spits wherever one looks. The Lozt moves at
helfl speed and often stoys altogether as 1if to fleel its wey forward
in order not to strike rock or run eground. It must be Imrossible
to navigate these xeters in rot oeceus tliey are-so full of rocks
nd turns. ' E

Early todey o rumor from i.réencel spresd smong the pessengers to the
effect that the bolilers of the steamer Clara Nevade hsad exrloded re- ..
~cently .cetween neIe and Dyeo ana all awoard were lost Yie liope the
ruwor 1is felse. '

ToGey 1s the second Sundsy belore Lent.” Our brothers in faith gather
in & vody, eech with his femily, in God's house to meditate upon God's
grace and praise His Vonoerfvl Lorks, and- we are 1n captivity or éxile
far from relatives and friends. ‘e go ferther and ferther away into
cold and desolate regions. It is-sudwingvherd, thie showflakes are

so close together thet it is c¢iffiicult to see land although it is
close on woth sides. In Farkland they will soon g¢sther for services
~in peace &nd comfort. Whet a bLlessing andé coaiort it 1s to be in

the Losom of one's family end enjoy the benefits of & congregstion.

Yie would thet we put & higher velue on it than we do. How c¢an I-
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bear witness of my Savior today? There are over 800 persons aboard,
g few women and children, the rest men. Every nook and corner is full
of people. The tables in the men's cabin are occupled early and late
throughout the dey by card players. All passengers mlngle without
regard to what class they belong. True, there .are signs that read:
"Steerage passengers are not allowed abaft this notice," btut all
such regulations: are disregarded here, and it does not seem to cause
any trouble. :

Among feise rumors this'Was one..

So I have also followed the crowd up from the cellar 1nto the cabin.
They say-that some steal in and eat with the first class passengers.
I have not been tempted to do that. I can live well on the food we
get. To stand at the table aad est luke warm and- cold food 1is good
preparotlon for worse herdships. :

4t 10 o'clock some gather arouhd a man with a gultar in the back
part of the cabin. They sang some of the newer Sunday School songs
guite well. When they had sung a verse of "Rock of Ages", and there
was a pause, I took the opportunity, first to thark the ladles and
gentlemen for the song; then to remind them of a Bible passage thet
all knew and that contains the essentials of Christ's Gospel, namely
John 3, 16. I succeeded in pointing out.some,of God's unspeaskable
love for all mankind, especially every sinner; also how one can share
in this great love, thch has been revealed to all people through
Christ's complete fulfilment of the demands of the Law. I succeeded
also in briefly calling to mind how faith Jjustifies and that the
fruit 1s pleasing to God. There were several hundred present and
they were all much more attentive than I had expected. I closed
with the Lord's Frayer. At my recguest they sang "Nearer my God. to
Thee. I was encouraged by this testimony and hopre that God's, word
will not return empty here either.

The mounteins are shln y with snow &nd cold wind is blowing. This
evening we expect to reach Juneau where I hope to post this letter.
From there 1t is only 100 miles to Dyea which we hope to reach to-
morrow afternoon. :

This afternoon I saw a glacier that fills a large valley. The blue -
ice resches nearly down to the sea, but new snow covers everything
except here and there where it has blown off the lce., Water freezes
on Geck, yet we do not feel the cold much. The air is clear and dry.
The snow-covered mountains glisten in the sun. We are now in Juneau
at seven o'clock this evening. This is Alaska's largest city. It
lies in a narrow inlet inclosed by high mountains on both sides.

It was here that Governor Church died while on a business trip Just ‘
before Christmas. ;

Herewith a friendly greeting to all resders. God willing, you Will
soon hear from us in Dyea. S
'H-

A Night between Skeagwzy and Dyea, Alsska

Cur boat landed in Skagway soon after noon Feb. 1l4th. There is here
a narrow valley with precipitous mountains, some of which must be
about 6000 feet high. Helf way up there is a sparse, short tree
growth; otherwise nothing but snow snd cliffs. Here cnd there one
can see blue glaciers peek from the mountain tops.

- It 1s not exactly cold today, yet one would like & good fur coat.

Most of those who meet at the wherf with transportation wear leather
clothes. It is evident that there is a mixed ropulation here, GSome
wear Zskomo clothes with furrec¢ trousers and loose shirt made of

pelts of many colors. A hood is attached to this shirt and is either
drawn over the head or hangs netween the shoulder khlades and 1looks
like a monk's cowl, Some drive dogs, others horses or mules, while

- others themselves draw &s much &as they are able on long, narrow sleds.

We who were going to Dyea had time to observe the motly multitude.
indeed, it 1s so cold that it is not comfortzble to go ashore thinly
clad. There is & couple of feet of snow which is dry and cold aocout
as 1in Dakota. Although we hesrd the casptain command that the baggage
for Dyea should be unluaded first, it took = long time to transfer
it to a scow or large, open, flat vottomed barge which lies close
to the-wharf where our boat is berthed. Soon it became evident that



the passengers for Dyea were also to go aboard the same open barge
ahd be transported around some high crags to Dyea, which lies about
'six mlles north in a little inlet. ' '

Since my young friend and fellow traveler, Otis Larson, had contract-
ed a bad cold on the boat =nd besides was guite thinly clad I ad-
vised him to put on all available clothes, take his sloeplng bag and
blanket, go &ashore and find & good hotel. I would then take care of
our things and continue on to Dyea. '

No sooner sald than done. Dut my Journey wes very slow. It became ..
dark night., A cold.wind bLlew snd the verge was zlmost full of goods
and atvout 200 men were still to go aboard. I dresded standing on
that open hull in this winter cold even if 1t were for only an hour
or so. Then I went to the purser and ssked 1f I could not stay a-
board ship until the next day, since I hed my own bed and would not
ask for food, if I could. but escape going on an open varge so thinly
clad as I was. .But no, I could not stay on the boat. I told him
then whet I thought about being sent on my way at night in the middle
of winter on an open barge without as much as a canvess around for
protection ageinst the wind and cold. Agaln he refused.  Had I known
thiat we would remain standing on that barge until midnight, nelther
he nor the captein would have had peace. I would have remained on
Loard no matter what he or anyone else said., . But I thought, if any-
one else could or would go, then I could slso. About 8 o'clcck a
little steamer took us in tow. There we were avout 200 men on an
open barge, - Our baggage was piled about three feet high around the
edges. - That was our protectlon; A man stuck his hezd out of a
shanty that stood astern snd asked if there were any women aboard,
they could: come in uy the stove; tut I sew none nor did I see.an'
owner of the berge until later, The little bosat thst took us in tow

did not seem to be in any hurry. &t last up in & cramped valley ‘we
see severul lights that must be in Dyea. IZut now the tug bvoat left -
us., No one knew why. ‘We had not landed, nor were we aground as far

as any one knew, If anything it seemed we would arift back again,
but that dld not happren either. After we had-been'standing so like
trapped unresisting -cattle for some hours we beceme frozen and im-
petient. ‘'hen sn older man took a plank thet lay on the shanty and
something was mumbled sgbout forcing the door or rowing to shore with
the plank, a man stepped forwerd and foribad anyone to take the plank,
and asked us to be patlent awhile longer and we would be disembarked.
Then we were told that the only way to land here was to wait until-
the tide went out and left the barge on dry land. There werer now only
two feet of water. Iow peopie ccme with rowboats and offered to row
us ashkore for 50Z. 0Only e few accepted the offer. After I had wait-
ed a long time and wished in valn that I had wings like lNoah's raven,
and remembered my boots were not fit to wade with - my high rubber
boots were 1n the baggage that was checked - I decided reluctantly
to hire help to get ashore. Now tesms and wagons came and drove up
close to the barge with water up under the horses' bellies. The fare
was now 25¢ per person. In the thousht that I was to ride into Dyea,
I took as much hand bvaggage as I cculd and stepped into the wagon.
when we had come a little way auvove high water we were deposited on
the peach and had to walk the rest of the way. In the dark it was
not easy to see how much farther it was to town. It was now midnight.
I lald my pack straps out on the beach, strapped the heaviest bundle
In; sat down beside the pack end put the slings over my shoulders,
stood up with the burden on my bLack a«nd trudged awaey toward the many
lights seen 1n the distance. 1In one hand I cerried the tent, in the
other the sleeping beg in which there was a large woolen blanket.
This my first pack trip in Alaska did me much good; 1f the last

is just as beneficial it will be well. Tulse and braath were ani-
mated and I gzot warm after the long stay on the barge.

Cn my back and 1in my hends I had at least 100 pounds and soon became
tired. I rested & little cn a block of ice. I felt I could not well
carry all of 1t to town in one load. When one is expecting to carry
1200 pounds several hundred miles cver mountains and valleys, then

1t will never do to break oneself down at the first attempt. So I
left the heaviest bundle and went into town with the two. I was to
arrange for beds for myself and five others who were to wait until
the tide went out and left the barge high and dry. At last I reached
the town and went into a lqrge log house., This wes & hotel. There .
are many such hotels. :

Although it was after midnight, three men and a woman sat bu'sily
engaged in gambling for money which they had lying on the tatle before
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them, Here we could sleep on the floor sipove in our own clothing for
25¢ per person. I azccepted this offer gledly. It wes impossible to
put up a tent at night and sleep outside, .Satisfied I went back to
meet my five friends and fetch the bundle I had left wehind, 1f I
could find it. s o o ' ‘

Thank God,-all went ‘well., I hsve Gescribed thsse things at such length
in ‘order thet those who might think of going to Alaska may leern. To
be on the frontiers is not like traveling within. the realm of civil-
izaticn. Those who are thinking of going thilis way should merk well
the following notice: "Notice is hereuvy given to all parties intend-
ing to enter the Csnedian Yukon District, thet esach angd every person
must in future have at lesst sufflcient pr ovws ons to last for one-
year at the rate of three (3) pounds per day. -

. LS. tooa, ,

Comér. Mounted Iollce.

One inust pay H‘)J.O 00 for miners' license. Customs cGuty 1s not so little-
from ten to thirty dollsrs, For &ll that, It will scarcely pay to buy
provisions 1n Vancouver, since the U.S. Customs Inspector will cause
one much trouble and expsnse, especially on this route,: One must
pey a deputy $#3.00 a day to teke czre of things until they are brought
across. the boundary, end thet might well teke a month Or more.

Herewith & fltendly greeting to &ll readers.
H.

Day in Dyea, Alaska,

Tuesday morning the 15th of February, we awoke only hslf rested., I
ached In every muscle both because of the cold on the barge and the
heevy burden I hed cerried during the night. It 1s so unbearably hot
here that we must get up. In order to get breekfast ready the cook
hes fired so hard that we can no longer lie here atove the kitchen
stove., & frugal mezl costs 50¢.  Aiter we had eaten each went to his:

work Qur perty was now made up of six men. S3ome went into the woods:
- to find a convenient place for our tents, others were to go and fetch
the baggage which was checked and bring everythang to our:-temporary
camp., I went to Skagway so see how my companlon was end to tafe care
of our freight. : :

It is vlowing a little colder today, not so vad wut that I intended
to get along with my mackintosh coat and boots without owvershoes.

Down at the teach I iound two men whLo would teke passengers to: Skag-
wey. - It . costs one dollar per person. After I had walted awhile two
other men ceme that were going the same way. He who 1s going abeard.

& boat and, like me, does not have rubber boots must hang on the
ferryman®s back and ride through the surf until he 1is dumped aloard

a large rowboat which 1s also rigged with a little mast and sail.

Soon these were up and we arifted away, ovut cross winds were driving
us ashore and the sgils hcd to come down. Soon we trimmed the sail
erd saeiled away guite fast, Lut the wind incressed and the waves
became quite threastening. The bost heeiedonor 8 good deal; now and
then we shipped water. The warst was that the wind wes so fickle

and unpredictsble that one could never kinow;from what direction it
came, we got several small seas over us cﬂd the water froze to ice
almost Ilmmediately. My leather mittens zot wet and it becsme gquite
cold., Meanwhile, one of the- ‘passengers’ whose teeth were chattering
because of the cold and anxiety became so frightened that he cried

out that the sails must be talien down £nd thst we must row. The owner
of thie boat finally consented z2nd I rowed with him with 11 my streng-
th and so got warm., Yet we got  me small seas over us before we
reached Skagway. ‘ -

I found my friend meking a speedy recovery. FEowever, we agreed that
he should stay whzre he wes until we hzd gotten our tents and affsasirs
in order. after thlﬂD talked a little with Martin Vonson, who 1s
from Purﬁland and 1s now a teamster here in. Jkagway, I returned to-
the herivor to get back to Dyea. Carl Fordmes from Tacoma is also -
working here as a umember of = transporiestion co.pany.

From Skzgwey over White T'ess it costs 15¢ jzer pound to haul goods to
Lake Bennet., It will cost Yukon travelers: who do not wish to pack -
or pull their own eguipment of 1l to 1500 pounds 4150 for esch 1000
pounds. From Djea over Chilcoot Pass it 1s much cheaper.
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Heving returned to Dyea.a little before noon, I found that all the
freight and' some few passengers who had, as a matter of course, re-. .
mained guietly on board the boat .over nlvht, had been transported
here on a large covered harge. They had been gquite comfortable
and the freight had also been under roof. Soon after noon the water
was low enough to load the frelght on wagons and haul it to town.

Can anyone say that the following is a considerate arrangement of
one's. work and duty? They put people with a llttle hand baggage on -
an open barge and transport them in the middle of the night; but for
freight they have a well covered and protected barge which they. trans-
port during the best time of day, namely, forenoon, That wretched
company called the “vashington and Alaska Steamship Company", ought

to recelve severe punishment for that stroke of genius. If Herald can
do enything to prevent life and health from being risked unnecessarily,
I hope you will do so. If I find time.and opportunity I think I will
give thet company "“a piece of my mlnd"- as they say. I do not be-
lleve that will help. T

Our Irelbht that is, our outfit for a year, food and clothing, was
now hauled from the barge to town. Here there were about two hundred
men to receive their sacks, boxes and bundles as the names. were call-
ed out. ZEverything was mixed. Now we realized how important 1t was
to have everything in strong cenvas bags with name and:address marked
- plainly on esch piece. One ought never have mofe than 50 pounds in

a sack or uox. HHere things are carried, dragged and tossed about.
You- cean imagine what hubbub there is. If the owner of a piece of
property was not present 1t was throan aside by one after the other.
It took until dark to urlng everything ashore, anéd then Larson and I
missed two boxes of goods. But now ne were frozen and tired and had’
to go into the woods to teke over our temporary place of residence.
Peder Olson and his companions had now gotten their tent up and since
we had brought a stove, we soon had s fire in this frail house.-

There was snow on the site althouéh most of it had been shoveled

away . o

Since I had not gotten my tent up and since the five fellow traveéelers
from Tecoma about filled their tent (10x 12), I got & night's lodging
with lr. Totland who 1s also from Tacama. He came some weeks &go and
was quite comfortable in his tent. Here I slept Well and was treated
to a savory mesl in the morning.. 8 . :

Wednesday, the 16th of February

Now we must move our property up here and get ourselves in as good
order as possible under the circumstances. I borrowed Totland's

sled end went to tovn again, Now I found the two missing boxes and
was gled. Now we had all our property so far, 'whille I was loading
my sled a man came and asked so nicely if he could borrow one of our
shovels for half an hour, and I couvid not say no. ftie have not seen
the man nor the shovel since.

Heving returned to our camp with the first sled load I started level-
ing off the site for our tent, which is only 8 x 10 feet. There 1s
about two feet of snow to shovel away. - It:is dry and cold sbout as
in tlie Red River Valley. There is not the slightest indication that
it will thaw. Accordingly, our place of ztode for . a time will be
Letween the trees on this frozen snowy hill. To live in a tent be-
twWween the beautiful trees in Parkland would be like living. in a car-
_peted: parlor compsred to this place with much snow, guite severe cold,
and a rather strong wind.

The bed '1s to stand crosswise at the farther end of the tent. About
three.feet from the end we lay an aspen log as long as the tent is
wlde, € feet. ‘We fi1ll in with spruce boughs and snow. On top of
this we will lay our flower secks covered with spruce boughs. Over
this agein we put rubber gieets and sleering bags. 0On top of all
this we make our bed of two sheep skins and woolen blankets. While

I was setting up the :stove, my traveling compenion Otis came with

the happy decleration: that he was now well again. This was a great
relief. Now we soon got things arranged so we could begin to make
supper; tut to our great dlsappointment :we find that the stove will
not draw well, Rvery time we put wood into the stove the tent fills:
with smoke, nor will the wet wcod burn. TriSCauses much discomfort.

Nevertheless we got to bed after having held our. cevotlon and comﬁend-
ing ourselves am all ours to the merciful arms of the Lord.
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e slept little. Our bed was hard and uneven; besldes 1t was so cold
from the flour sacks that we kept werm with grest difficulty. It
. blew so hard that we often feared that trees would blow down or our
tent would be swept away. There has been no denger so Ifar. The next
day we ‘took. the flour sacks away and put spruce bOUghS 1nstead Since
then we have slept good and warm, . . '

We live oulte well and are often surprised that one can live as com-
fortably as we do now in 8 below zero WeatFer which we have hed.

Herew1th a'fervent greetlng to &ll, .
, . . - H.

Dyes, the 26th of Feb., 1898,

Ve have now lived here in the woods & week and a half. We. have not
heard a word fram our homes since we left, but we try to believe that
everything is well at home, Jjust as 1t was when we left our dear
ones. %e live above all expectations well. Yet everyone will under-
stand that we are not on a pleasure trip. The entire first week af-
ter we were settled in our little tent the weather was raw.and stormy.
A cold north wind blew night and dazy. One day the thermometer went
to ten below zero.. To live 1n & tent in the midc¢le of winter in ten
below zero weather 1s not exactly:s pleasure. OQur tent 1s .8 x 10 feet
with a three foot wall. .Two people live in this house, -have thelr bed
and stove in addition to all thelr provisions for one year . and an
ample supply of shoes, clothes and tools. The stove stands to the
‘right of the entrance; under ang sround 1t lies wel wood .and mater-
ial for sleds. Both our 'gold pans stand on edge by the stove. One

-1s used as a dish pan, the.other as a wash pan. If”they shall ever-
see 5old ‘1lies in the hana of God. ; I _ :

The Candle Lox with a WaterbuCAet on t0p stands farther in along th
wall; next a tin box of dried potatoes ., and at the head of the bed
stand sacks full of flour and teans. :

The wed lies along the end wall of the tent, The tent post which
‘carries one end of tke ridgepole naturally stands here also. iie have
fastened our bookshelf to this upricht post. Thiere we keep our tooks,
writing material; needle and thread, scissors, etc. Our candle holder
hangs Jjust under the bookshelf a little auvove the bed. 'hen the
candles have been used up, the grease lamp will hang there. A little
three-cornered file that our engineer at P.L.U. had magnetized just
before we left hangs just awvove the bed. This little file is our
most unerring compsss. . At the foot of the bed and all along the left
wall stand full sacks and boxes, piled as high and as close together
as possible. Some.of our sacks of clothing must stand on the bed
during the dey. A ULox which serves as table and cupboard 1s.fastened
to the bed pole which lies across the tent inclosure. 4t table we
'silt one on ezach side. Now you have a complete ricture of the inside
of our tent. I am uneble to describe the food situation. At each
meal we wish we had teken a course in cooking before we left. We have
both taken great psins but it does not help. The best that can be
sald about our meels 1s what my young friend =ald dejectedly after

we had made our first soup: "It is not soup like we get at home."

A couple of days later I was 50Lng to make soup on beef extract and
put a couple of hands full of rice in. %e had sane pieces 0¢_p110t

read that ‘also went into the soup. After I had voiled it for a
long time and hed to add water repeatedly, I hed a half a bucket full,
not of soup but of gruel.

Well and good, when we consider the diifilculty of gathering. wood,
making food, scorching the ostmeal mush, curning the fingers, smoking,
drying, baking ourselves, then indeed we know also here that "suffi-
cient unto the day is thie evil thereof." Yet, if 1t will only Dbear
good fruit it will be well. : '

Here I should like to send a fervent greeting to my old tent com-
panions of the feall of 1881, namely: EKev. 0. Aaberg, Mr. Jorgen
Lomen, and the brothers Ole and Halvor nebg. Tent life kere is worse
than on the Dakota preiries. #

(* Reference is to a trip from Goose River to iouse River 1n Dakota
Territory.  An sccount of the trip was given in "For hdemmet“ and
trenslated by Mr. Reishus and Rev. uoftness in connection with anni-
versaries in Minot and Devils Lake, North Dszkota.)
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Dyea is-an Indian name and means“burden" or "vurden road". For some
years there has Deen a tradlng post here for Inédians. Only last
year people began to flock in here in large numbers., Hotels and
shops are being built every dey. There 1s a press of business that
has no equal. Yet there is such a large number seeking work that it
is not advisable for anyone to come here empty handed. Many give
up here, -or they must postpone going inland until they ‘have procurred
avout 1100 pounds of provisions. 411 kinds of business 1s repre-
sented here. Almost every other house 1s a restaurant or boarding
house. It seeins to me that the only thing that would pay would be
to have milk cows. Milk sells for 38¢ per quart, With the exception
of fresh meat which is 20¢ per pound, hem and bacon 12 to 15¢ per
round and flour $1.75 per 50 pounds, prices are not unreasonably
high. One can get an zcceptable meal for 25¢ to 50¢,

A great number of people pass thruugh town and over the mountains
into the Yukon country. The trail leads up through a narrow canyon.
As soon as we have made our sleds, we must start to pull-our provi-
sions upward. The most one can pull on a sled is 290 'pounds per man,
but there are steep places where 50 br 100 pounds is load enough.

If we do not wish to hire hauling or packing, it will take us a long
time to get our things over the aountain pass which lies 3500 feet
above sea level, even though it lies only 15 wmiles from the beach
and & of these mlles have only a slight grade.

We are expectlng O, Flnley from Stgnwood and Iver Larsen from Sil-
verton, Oregon. Peder Olson, one of our Tacoma friends, with whom
we have had compony got a few days of carpenter work. Both liedeberg:
brothers, Derg and Strand will begin to haul some of their things up
while the weather is fair. We ought to do the same but must build
sleds first. For some days we have had qulet and feir weather and
we do not feel the cold so much. At 7:30 in the morning the sun be-
gins to glld the mountain tops, but it is 10 o'clock before it smiles
on us here in the valley and at three otclock it lesves us. -The" .
clocks are one hour later here than in Tacoma ano three hours later
than in St. Fauvl., _

As far as I know, Dyea lies just es far north as Norway and we are
but a short distence from Norway's antipode. No one ought to come
here without good health and & good supply of good, clothing and
money. _ - Kindest regards,

Dyea, Mearch 3, 1898.
Dear.Herald: L

For three days we have been engaged in pulling our provisions up to-.
ward Chilkoot, and we are soon ready to move our tent. we have now
come 8 miles up to Canyon City, a stopping place Jjust at the foot of
thie incline. Trom there it is abLout 8 miles to the top of the moun-
tain pass. : : : . ~

We must meke that trip In two or three stages. Heretofore two men
have pulled 500 pounds on a sled, but the trail has been smooth and
there is but very little grade. Thisg kind of work, pulling and
dragging the sled with all one's might may well make the limbs ache.
However, we are now haroenea enou&h to endure &s much as ordlnary
strong men, :

We feel guite well after we began to work like‘dray enimals every day.
One thing is sure: Hunger 1s an excellent cook. We shall not com-
plain about the food as much nOW'as'at first.

We now have very fine weather, bright sunshine without much cold.
However, it usually blows down the valley. The wind comes from the
top of the mountain and follows the valley. During the day there is
enough thawing wesather to destroy the slelghrng soon; but during the
night it freezes so we- slrﬁe on ice esrly in the morning. One must
then be well and sharp shod in order not to slip and fsll on one's
face too ozten whrle struggling to get his load along.

Today I was to remain at this end of our route in order to get the
mail end take up the work with our sleds. But I received no mail,
The postoffice windows are closed because of a fire. A lodging house
caught fire and burned down at 7 o'clock. One man burned to death
immedlately and ainother lies at deasth's door from burns.
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We have not yet heard a word.from home. This is and will be the most
trying pert of our journey. : o

It is soon hleh tlme that our .companions ireach us.

The snow 1s.olre dy so worn away down here in the valley that 1t is
difficult to pull the sleds.  To pack on the back will go slow. It
now costs two dollars per 100 pounds to haul goods 11 miles. It be- -
comes no small sum when one must have about 1500 pounds altogether.

I think about heTf oi those who now flock over tko mountains are Nor-
weglans or.gmedes. ’
Wwith & leendly greetlng,
H.

Yheep Camp, Alaska, March 15 1898,
Dear Herazald:
Although I do not feel 1ncllneo to write, an attempt must be mede to
fulflll.a promlse _

Vyhen' at last we had pulled our. thlngs up to Canyon City, a part of
our camp was moved up here., %We had to shovel away about five feet of"
snow before we reached.the ground and found firm groundwork for our -
tent. So the larger part of this stands below the surface of the
snow, and there are severel steps down to the entrance of our tent.
While clearing the site for our cemp we found a tent under the snow.
tWlien this rumor spread a man came and claimed he had bought both tent
and let from a man who left the place and tent last fall. However,
we could have our. tent here 1f we did not claim the lot.. If we did
this we would be driven away immediately. Yie explained that we want--
ed nelther the tent nor the lot and would leave the place as soon-as-
we. hed gotten our things up to the psass,and SO the matter rests.

Sheep Camp got 1ts name from the ‘fzet that mountein sheep were often
found at this spot which lies but a little way below the mountain
tree line. It 1s only a short distance up to a couple of glaciers,
It is but 11 miles to Dyea and four miles to Chilkoot Fass.

BSheep Camp 1is now a complete city with hundreds of tents, some few
houses that are used as stores, restaurants, gambling houses and
hotels. There are now several thousand peorle here who, like our-
selves, are struggling hard to haul their goldseeker's equipment up
this narrow canyon and these steep showcovered slopes.

On & good sled one man can draw 150 pounds. To get 150 pounds up,
which is the least one man must tske along, is a severe test of bLoth
physical strength end patience. : '

When one has made his way up with a heavy load which demanded his ut-
most ability and in spite of straining every nerve has brought him to
his knees and all fours, then one is glad and unloads with pleasure.
Wiith still more pleasure one slides down these steep slopes on his
sled exceptionally fast. However, the trail is so crowded with pull-
ing and driving people that one must look carefully both where he him-
self and others in front and in beck rush headlohg down hill. Sever-
al days ego a man was killed here when struck by.a sled.

When in the evening, sweat and tired after three such trips, one
creeps, sweat and tired, into a little cold tent to make a little
food, then one's thoughts turn toward home. 0 happy home! Then one
understands better Israel's thoughts when they speak of the fleshpots,
melons, pumpkins and onions of Egypt. One yearns for these things
when the principal {ood has been mush beans and bacon for several
days or weeks. : :

Everyone who can enjoy the hapriness of home and need not consider
.such a trip as this a duty should praise. God. He who has said: "As
thy days ere so shall thy strength be" helps and comforts the wand er-
er here also., It is wonderful what one can endure. To lie in a
flimsy tent of 8 ounces duck hléh on a mountain in storm and cold,

one would think 1Is impossible in Alaska, but it is really not so

- hazardous. 1llost of the time we eat and sleep well.

Wwe hold-our devotions. mostly with our friends from Tacoma. dn Sun-
dzys we gather in tHeir tent which is much larger than ours. Jens
Berg has one the same size as ours,- 8 x 10 feet. -
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Lifter we hed gotten our tents up here and needed derendable informa-
tion in order to arrange our journey end movements hereafter as sen-
sibly as possible, we agreed that a couple of men should find the Can-
adian Customhouse and investigote the trait and distence on the other
51de of the mOUﬂtulﬂS._

A.R. vedeberg and the und9r51bneo stdrtoo out the 8th of lMarch. e
tied aleeplnebugs blenkets and a hend . ax, together with two days'
provisions, on one of our sleds end with the multitude of people made
our way upward. One of us pulled and the other 1u°hea the sled.
Since we had a light load we pessed msuay thet had heavy loads. The
trail tekes a serpentine course up the slope.

As far as we can see above and below us the treil is full of travelers.
Yonder 1s a man end a woman, side by side, hitched to a sled with a
couple of hundred- pounds of provisions. Then a man in a yellow parka,
g5 1t ls-rcalled. It dis & loose kneelength shirt w¢th a large hood
sewed to it for a cover over the hat or cap. '

One drives dogs, another goats, a third mules, others drive little
donkeys, some oxen, still others horses, uwut most pull the sled them-
selves. Soie have mest and sail on their loads which today are pushed
upward by a strong wind thst blows at our backs from the south. Tsch
seems to have enough with his burden and all pass for what they are
without a look or & remark f{rom anyone, however oda thelr eguipment
may be. All heasve and struggle with all their might up a2long the bar-
. ren mountain slope.

Soon we have the treeline and some glaciers far below us.

At the so called "3tone House', aitout a mile below the "scale", as
tley call the foot of Chilkoot Fass, there 1s ¢ landing or.a little
place with meny toulders as large as a house., It was here that an
Indian woman with her little child froze to death in a heavy snow-
storm the Iirst pert of TFebruary this: Vecr. Some other Indians would
also have perished had not people from Sheep Comn found them and
brought tliem here. The mother had put most of her clothes around the
childé which -was still in the emufdco of the mother when both were
found deza.

After,one has come up & couple of steep slopes there is & ridge about
three guarters of a mile long and now we see the last mountein tops.
The iigretlon heaeds for a majestic mountain or snow wall with deep
gap high up., From this gap clear to the flat hangs what seems to be
a heavy rope. On the flat are large piles of sacks, some .tents and
houses. ' : :

Now we are at Chilkoot Pass. Heving come closer we see that the heavy
rope 1s made up of people who Wwere creeping slowly up the steep moun-
tein. There 1s a rise here of 1500 feet and as precipitous as a steep
stairway. There really is a rope here stretched, to which one holds
while carefully seeking a foothold on the steps that have been chopped
in the ice and snow. Most peorle are stunned by strange feelings vhen
they stdnd below and look up st this mighty stairway.-

Many lose thelr gold fever here and return home asnd many have turned
back beiore reaching this point, It is blowing herd today asnd the
weether is somewhat dark, so not as many are going ur today as in
bright weather. One cannot go -up every dey in the week. 4 little
to the richt is the socalled "Tebers’n ;rall" which Is not gulte so
steep but somewhet longer.

We now divide owr load eand esch puts his pack on his back. The sled
must elso be carried. when one looks up only &nd not down and 1s care-
ful about his footsteps he gets along sbove &ll expectation. The

grade is so steep that one's pack bumps the one @heszd when we welk
close together. f

we got up safe, but 1t is blowing and drifting like in a blizzard in
the Red River Vslley, though it is not cold. It is a chinoock wind,
scuth wind, Here we are in a narrow pass, 3500 feet above sea level.
If sevexal desire they might, for a resdsonable price, get a picture
of both Stone House and Chilkoot as they looked yesterday, the 1l2th of
Mearch, -by applylng to "Hereld's Expedition.® o

The Canadian &ovplnment's customhiouse stands up here in this narrow
pass. We wished to speak to the -inspector,
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we are driven forward between many large piles of goods Ty wind and
drifting snow, obut we see neither the customhouse officer nor the
customhouse. - Suddenly we stand at the edge of & steep snow decllvity.
In the hope that the drifting of the 'snow would moderate a little on
this side of the mountalns, we stop, take our packs off and lashed
everything to the sled cbaln. Far below us we see some dark objects -
on a long narrow rlane with high mountains on both sides. ‘e slide
down & very steep declivity about 500 feet and find ourselves on Cra-
ter Lake, which is reslly the source of the mighty Yukon River. It
is £100 miles from here to the mouth of the Yukon. Since we had de-
cided to visit Leke Lindeman we continued on our wegy, but could see
the trsil only here and there. The driving snow was not so bad but
that we could see the formation of the mountasins around us. ‘e see
nothing but snow and mountains, not even & llttle tush until we get
far down,

Tt is about nine or ten miles from Crater Lske to Lake LLndeman. Most
of the trail le:sés over two intervening lakes, Long Lake and Desep
iezke. Between the lekes are narrow ana scmetimes steep canyons, |
where some places there are meny feet of snow. When we had plodded
glong until 3 o'clock without lunch, we saw -the ridges of a couple of
tents sticking up out of the snow a short distance Irom the trsil., -
Here we also found peOple, but the tent which wes caslled a restaurant
was completely covered by snow. A long peéssage led down to the en-
trance. It wes quite dark inside Lecause the largest port of the

roof was also covered with snow. They got water easily’ here.- A bag
haé formed in the roof of the tent avove the stove and as the snow
melted the water ran into this bag and from the bottom of the bag
into the water bucket. From this snowwater we esch got a cup of
coffee which cost 25¢. Together +ith our lunch it tasted very good.
Here we met a man vho had been lost in the 'storm that forenoon. He .
was from lassachusetts and was also going to Leke Lindeman. Ve con-'
tinued on our wey down snd were vary much enhcouraged when the first
dwerf trees appecred at the foot of the mounteins. They became larger
the farther down we came. 'ie resched Lake Lindeman,which 1s six miles
long, toward evening. At the south end there is a city of tents and
a few houses. The travelers here also pitched their tents along the
extended valley that lezds down tc thes lake.

In & so celled restaurent we were allowed to sleep on the ground in

a lar&e tent for 50¢ per person. Since we did not wish to walk so
far against a strong w1nd and snow flurries, we became weatherbvound
here for two days. Ve ate of our provisions until we hasd but little
left, which we needed for lunch on our way back or as a help in case
we should have to camp out. It wazs no fun to buy food here since a -
meal cost §$l.25 per rerson.

Llthough one can find timber 10 to 12 inches in édismeter at the root
hereit is poor boet materisl. The largest trees are a kind of bal-
sam which, when dry, 1s lighter thén cedgr At Lake Lindeman, 8 lees
ferther down, the timber is supposed to be better.

On the fourth day the weatiher wes guite good and we sterted on the re-
turn journey over the mountcins out of Gueen Victoria's kingdom,

“When we got up to the pass from the north it wes olowing a little
from the soutlh., & thick mist or fog, which is formed when the mild
chinook wind meets the cold dry air north of the mountains, flowed
through the pass. However, the mountezin air is very zgreeable and we
did not notice thet we were as high as 3500 feet sbove sea level,

yet we saw one man that bled irom the nose.

T talked with the customs ofiicer today. Zach person who wants to

go into the £0ldfields must have at lesst 1100 pounds of provisions
when he passes Leke Tegish; otherwise he will te turned back. At
Lake bennet one cen get & mirer's license which elso gives him the
right to cut timber and hunt game for his own use., Duty must be paid
on everything one has along except 20 worth of clothes. A duty of

about one fourth the velue of tqe equﬁrment must be palQ on certaln
things over one third.

Cn this side of the mountawns we met some of our purty who were pack-
ing- 50005 for waées. Now we hecrd that there were letters for us at
home in the tent and we Slld down to 3heep Camp as fast as possible.
It is now over a month s¢nce we left, but now we received msil for
the first time, --- Fr, O Finley from gtemiood who was to follow us
on the next boat becazme 11l and hed to give up the trip. Iver Larson



from Sllwerton is not comlng either. On the other hend, we.cen soon

- expect & party that we have promised to wait for, namely :Capt. I
‘Lucky, Albert Thrudsen, lMoe, Sjule, Steiner and C. Jorgenson and per-
haps a brother of kev. 3tensrud.  Would that they were here, The -
weather Is very nice and the sleiéhlng will soon be over-in.the valley
out ‘of Dyea. If this weather holds up, the snow will soon be:gone
down on the flat..  Up here and on the other side of the méuntains the
sriow w1ll last a long time yet o

Herew1th lervent breetlng to all readers. . 2 Lt
| Letters will reech us at Lake Tagish, Northwest Territory, Alaska.

. oleep Camp, ulaska, 28th of Narch

_ 1898
-olnce you last hearo from us we have worked Wlth all our might to get
our things up the mountain. e try to be diligent. As a rule we get

up between 5 and 6 o'cloek and have - usually eaten-and;are.ready to

g0 to work at 7 o!'clock. The dishes must stand. unwashed until we get
home in the evening. A day:-and a helf. of work-will bring our equip-

ment to the “foot of the lest high ascent, Chilkoot.

Wwe are now working about three miles up the valley :from our czmp.
There are no trees, only snow, cllffs 3nd glaciers up there.

Some people cannot stand to work at sucn an high altltude. Some bleed
2t the nose, ospecially when they resch the summit of the pass. Others
become snowbling; on account of the bright snow and ice. 'To. the pre-
sent time we have suffered no harm from all thls - Tre seldom-Wear

aur snow glasses : & s §

The weather has been very flne, though at. tlmes so. cold that one must
work hard to'keep warm. For our lunch- which econsists of bachelor- ..
"bread, oatmezl, craCKers, butter and- bacon, we usually teke a little
water or. coffee along in a. flask; but the other -day the flask froze
and our drink was ice despite the fact that we th wrarpeo the flask
1n a coat and thrust it into the SNow. : ! '

Our work 1s ‘so heavy that in spite of the cold we perspire all day.
 Up gentler slores we haul 100 pounds on a .sled -each trip, but ‘on the
steepest slopes we use block and tackle. By splicing our rope to one
belonging to Mr, H. Amundsen and his party we have about 600 feet. ‘e
tie a sled at each end of this rcpe. In this way one man cen heul

100 pounds up the steep slopes, One follows the sleé up while the
other pulls the empty sled down, In.this way we move our eguipment
1400 feet up the, slope per day. According to our experience this is
the best way to get up the steep slopes. Some cerry .everything ong,'
thelr backs. I x ' '

Vie had earnestly hoped that we could get our 5oods up on the pass, pay
the duty and ‘move our camp to Lske Lindeman as soon as possible, in
order to celebrate Easter in pesce and quiet at.leke Lindeman. But it
does not seem that can be. 1.e may well be here in Sheep Camp until
after BEaster. This is not a oomfortable place to keep holy the festi-
vel of Eester, ' r s v - “n ‘

Our frlends from San Frcrcvsco have ‘now &rr ved but they ‘had to walt
several days for their goods. There are two partles. One is named the
“Viking Compeny" and consists of the fcllowlng courageous men:

A Throndson, -J.K. Stensrud, 0le Sjule, (Claf Anon and Anders Strom,

The last two came 1nstead of Ir Jorgenson ano Fapt Lucky.

The second party is called C,_b.nT, &nd cons1sts of Nrssrs. Geo.
Christie, Wendt and Tobias Tellefsm. 'endt is German all the
others are Northern,- . -

They bought their equlpment in Vlctorla to save a llttle duty but
hey say they haroly ave anythling because of éGelays, a stay in Vie=
torla end expen es for ﬂustoms orokers vhlch they -head not flgured on.

Cne can perhaps buy es cheap and good egulpment A Juneau, Alaska, as
anyvhere else and thereby save :some freizht costsh‘ < (o

Hens Nederlee from the Seattle "Onexegatlon is also on his way to R
Yukon, His traveling compenions are L. .Christiansen, Christ Gulbrand-
son and Andrew Reoberg They expect to move over to Lake Llndeman ‘
the first of Aprll
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Cne day Nederlee shot 6 ptarmiéan a-little way up the' mountain from -
here.“ He says they are a llttle smaller than the ptarmlgan in Norway.
,Herald woulo naturally llke to know and Say somethlng ‘about. missionSJJ
in &laska. Some of ‘our countrymen-are-in business in Juneau,. okagway,
Dyea and even here in Sheep Camp. 3Jut as far as I know none. of.them .
intend to stay any length-of  time. Very few -of "them have thelr: fam-
ilies here. The missioniry ought rsther follow the many Skandinavians
who go into the Yukon. Man of them reelly wish to have a chaplain
along As such ihe writer of these lines will act. 4s far as a mis-
sion among the Inslans 1s concerned I cannot sey much:  Yet I under-
stand there are not so few Indians along the coast and in the interior.
The trlbe that llVes hereabouts and that we have become slightly ac-
quainted with is celled "Chilkoot." This word means "The tempest
Place". ./ ihether this tribe claims the tormost rlsce among other In-.
dian tribes or has received the nasme  of the pass over the mountains -
into the Yukon Valley, I cannot cay. ~This psss or gap in the moun-
tains is ‘called "@Ghilkoot" end means, @s an Indisn told me, "Summit
Top", but he slso told me.that the word "Chil" means place, spot, also
townr R ST B e . ;s

For the most part the " Inolens séem to be good-natured and intelligent
‘people. It is' velieved they lead = moral life. -Many -of them heve,:
unooubteolx,v151ted Hains lilssion, which lies avout tmenty miles from
‘Dyea. These InGisns that we have spoken to speak good English: * An in-
- cident which. put us Chrlstlans to shame happened soon after we had ar-
rived in Dyea. " One ounoay a Norwegian Lutheran went into a store
opereted by an Indian and asked the price of-their fur ceps. 4 woman
said to him immediately in good English, "The Lord gave .us six-days 1n
the week for . work and the seventh for rest. ie don't sell on Sunday.
Come again tomorrow." This was a mission sermon that brought him to
shagie. The man concerned said he hed never been so ashamed as when he
heard this from an Indian. These Indiens are 1ndustrlous and capable
workmen. They cmtinue’ to have their Chief.

In the vicinity of an Indian cemp here in “heep Camp. there is a large

sign which reads: ‘"George II 1s Chief of the Chilkoots and a friend

of all white men. W 1S SILE 5 ok s L a7
H.

- Sheep Camp; Alaska '

’ - < - " April 4th, 1898.

Desar Her ld ' ‘ s

Yesterday was Palm Sunoay and together with our 1r1ends from San .Fran-
cisco, we were: edlfylng ourselves in our Tacoma friends' tent in song,
prayer and meditation upon God's Viord. ~We had just finished when the
traglc news came from the mountgin pass that several people had per-
ished in a snow slide. e hoped it was not as bad as the rumor said,
But before evening nine- bodles hao been brought- to sheep Camp.

Last Friday, Saturday &nd all Sseturdey night it snowed herd and by
yesterday morning two féet of wet snow had fallen. Yesterday we bLoth
saw and heard several large snow slides a little way above us. Our
tents are on a high point in the upper psrt of Sheep Cemp and consider-
ably higher than Chilkoot River. Wwe have no reason to fear that a

snow slide can overtake us, but half a mile up the valley from here
mighty ice and snow slides catie down the large hatherlne Glacier which
hangs far down ‘the Sloe of the mountaln. -

It was two miles farther up the volley that the dlsaster happened. To-
day the weather is feir and they are busily engaged in digging the vic-
tims out. About forty bodies have: veen found and it is fleared .that
still more ar¢ burried in the smow. - .

There were many people. close up under Chilkoot Pess. Some lived up
there and had' restaurants and others were trying to get over the p&ass
yesterday. Others were busy worklng on a cable road that is being
built up through the Volley. ' : :

Because several smaller snow slides tock: place yesterdey forenoon and
because the drifting snow ‘became thicker and worse in the afternoon
than before, people.fled down the slopes. They say that about seventy
,people “took a. long. rope, &lected the' strongest ‘man in ‘the party to go
in front- w1th ‘one. end of ‘the rope whlle the others-followed clinging
to the rope. Théy say that all except a'few men vwho were at the end
of the troop were burried in the snow. Two women were among them. .
One of these was caught twlce. She was pulled out of the snow the



first time, but soon after-a new slide burried her completely. Some
have been found burrled in their tents, others on the trail.

(% A réport in the Tacoma. Ledger ‘soon after the accident . states that
54 bodles haad been identified., More bodies were found late that sum-
mer after the snow melted. Some authorities say that %0 lives were:
lost Fpe M ) b :

The bodies of some of those worklng on the road have ‘been found.
Among them there is one by the name of Ueland or Ulent from gedro
Wooley, Washlngton. :

Thls forenoon one man was dug out wholly unhermed and well, Yester-
day two men .were found dead- in their tent which was not buried very
deep. A man said he had warned them just a couple of hours before
and told them they should move to avcid being burried, but they dia
not believe there was any .danger-although a slide had passed Just a
little Way from their tent shortly belore.

A man and his wife tried to 'save themselves by fleelng downward The
woman perished while the man wes uninjured. Thus death strikes here
and there. To meny it seems death strikes tlindly, but, thank God,
our Savior overpowers death and holds the keys to life and death in
His merciful hand. Seriousness 1s stamped on most faces today. One
does not now hear the unbounded cursing and swearing and abuse of
dumb animals which has reverberated all slong the way before.,

Vie walk in danger all the way; we walk also toward death all the
way . l One fleeting breath can end’ our way. - !

But we are in éOOd srlrlts and try to belleve and confess: "I walk' .-
with angels &1l the way; they shield me and befriend me; All Satants
pow'r -is held at bay when heavenly hosts attend me; . ‘They_are my: sure .
defense, &1l fear and sorrow hence! Unharmed by foes, do what they
mey, I walk with angels sll the way." "I walk with Jesus all the
way, His guidance never fails me; klthln HlS wounds I flnd a stay
when Saten's power assails me," - -
ok s : A A e ‘ He -

To Al ?rlends of Facific Lutheran Unlver51ty,

Since, - God willlng, we w1ll soon move  into the Yukon Velley: and do
not know what may happen, whether or not we cen recsive letters or
send letters resdily, I feel sn urge to thank eernestly all ‘those who
have supported the school on - th West -Coast 1n any way.

I am intensely sorry that tho se who have bought prooerty on account of
the school cannot now sell and get their money back. I need hardly
say that neither I nor any of the others who have carried on the work
for the school would have undertaken what we did-had we been able to
foresee the hard times that would eme. I do not believe thet the
oisapp01ntments ‘can be’ as biltter and humilieting for anyone as: they
have been for us. Were it within-our power to compensate you for
these diszprointments it would be our greatest pleasure to do so.

But unlortunately, we Cannot

To those who have lOaned money to the ‘school I should also llke to
offer my 51nce1e ‘thanks for your patlence aud 1notlgence.“

b also feel ultterly the injury that hzs been brought aoout uy our
inability. to repey according to our promlses..

To report our calculetions and how we, from ‘time to time, dared to
ralse such loans and what reasons we had will not be of much advan-
tage. Therefore I can only thark you all and say that it is my firm -
belief and hope that the merciful heavenly Fsther will not permit us
to become swindlers in your sight, but that Ee will train us all in
faith and hope and charity. This bLoth we who owe and you to whom
we are indebted need. I ask you kindly also to rejoice that your
money has been and is 1in the service of a great and important cause
that may witness and bear fruit for many generatlons. The money has
not been squandered or -speculated away. The Lord has preserved the -
school building in which the money is iInvested... You may call the o |
school yours and the good iy ooes the frult of your labor. =
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You.know: that I.am now on a peculilar journey: FEoth.you and I believe
in that Lord to whom.the world and-its abundance. belongs: Should.He
desire to- allot to. me any: of that riches which He has clearly deposit-
“ed in many places here.in the far north, tlhen you ought to know that
dtwls to:be devoted to the réepaynment..of the debt to: you.. .If this
could happen, several years work would be sacrificed with pleasure.p
We have tried many other solutions. Now we will try if the Lord will
not find a solution for.us here .I'do not believe He will parmit ne
to die as a swindler. >N 2 o Ba o= o -

In any event we will, 1n God's Name and in fsith, do everything in
our power to.pay our debts. You will do well to pray for this cause
and wait patlently until the Lord finds a solution lOP us .so- we can
pay our debts, : : -

.Flnally, I tharik you' with all’ my heort ior all help The Lord Him-
selfl w1ll,repay you. , g -

Euith & DrObheIly greeting, I remain yours 4in Christ.
| f o | B. Harstad I
Sheep Camp, Alaska,t Apr. 7, 1898

Tiho Has a Better Reason to Travelfwg

liany are surprised that the undersigned -should go to Alaska among
goldseekers. I should like to ask those if they know anyone who has
a better reasson for going 1nto the goldflelds than I.

@ suppose we can all agree that there are large fortunes of gold de-
posited in many- places here in .Alaska. This is clearly proven.
Moreover, we may also agree that gold and silver as-well as the earth
and its -fulness sre the Lord's, that He desires that mesn should hene-
fit theréby and that His gifts shoulo be used in His service .for -
building the Church. ‘ : _

Furthermore, it 1is firmly impressed both upon me and many others that
our school on the Coast is respon51ole for large sums of borrowed
money that must be repaid. e ere in duty bound to try eVery reason-
able means of fulfllllné our- oollgations. cet .

Ferhaps it is the LOPd'S w1ll to unlock Ior us some of the earthly
treasures that are dep051teo ‘here in Alaska.

That must be worth an esrnest attempt...But one cznnot expect that
~‘others will or can go on the . same e;rand that I voth can and will.
Besides I can work for the mission and bring the food of God's ‘Jord
to many who wish this nourishment. on the.wgy., There are some here
who not only belong to Christian. congreeatlons, but also appr901ate
the unadultereted milk of God's Word. ek e

Besides these things I m;ght glso mention that I have-for a¢long
time been worn out and tired. ‘when bLoth colleafues and other Chris-
tians can undertake long, expensive and dangerous journeys to .foreign
countries for rest and pleasure, then, I dare ssy, this journey can
be defended much easier. -It.dis both .a rest and pleasure as we, by
the grace and power of Ged, hope to. be :rescued from great pecuniary..
distress and worry. If we are disaprointed in this hope, which we
must naturally be prepered for, we still have the satiffaction that :
a serious attempt to fulfil our promlses has been made.

Should some find thet the above mentioned.things are:not good reasans,
I beg that they wrll not judge me-too- hdrshly but try to put them-
selves exactly. in my place, espe01ally in respect to mJ oLllgatlons
toward Pacific. Lutheran Un1vers1ty. ' b

The harder the tlmes have been and tre more difficult it beCame to
pay the interest &nd principal of our debt the more general it has
become to make mg almost alone responsible ‘for the debt and for many
other nistakes which-we all, under the chanced circumstances, both
see and bltterly regret. As long as times .-were good and everything
looked fairly. promlslng_everyone was as well satisfied as we. AL- -.
though we both in writing and. orally almost to.abomination publicly
and privately repofted both what we were thinking of doing and how we
did it, we heard both publicly and privately; Csarry on! Complete the
work begunL But wnen adversity and distress came, then many sang a
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Gifferent song, <yes, the whole undertaking has been vilshed into the
depth of the sea. This is not said to upbraid anycne, but in order
that also these things are taken into conolderatton whon p0531ng judg-
ment upon my presont dourney.

It was not my idea that a school.should be built on the Jest Coast,

nor was it my decision thet I should have anything to do with the mat-
ter. This decision was made by the Genersl Conference in Decorah,

Iowa, in October, 1889. After I, in. accordance with this d60151on,

had come to Washington and in assoclatlon with seversl others had ac-
cepted an offer, it was not my wish that I should continue the work and
remain on the Coast wors than two yeers. It was resolutions made
without my request, first by pastors on the 'west Coast, then by the
Norwegian Synod together with the congregations I was tren serving.
Neither did I vote to build so blg.

~ But this, that I agsinst my wish and inclination was given the duty of
carrying on the work does not in the leest relieVe me from feeling
the heavy responsibility., .

It will not help to complain about those who have given me the task
while others could have done it much better. I thought then, as I do
now, thet it was my sacred duty not to act in accordance with my wish
or inclination, but with diligence to carry out the work assigned to
me to the best of my ability. I will, with God's help, continue to
do this. The fect that I am now the only one left of the original
Board of Trustess increases my feeling of responsibility for the debt.

WWhen I consider the severe pressure that is put on colleagues and

many others to pey the debt, then everything indicates ‘that it is my
sacred -éuty to mgke every p0551ole effort to free us from the distress -
and mlsery we are in on account of the debt. A couple of yeers-of

work and toil here in Alaska 1s as nothing if we can but come out of .
aeut :

My Guties at the school, in the Parkland Congregation.and in the Faci-
fie District are taken-care of even though I travel in Alaska

I hope all w1ll approve of this attompt and further the act mlth be-

lieving preyers and intercessions. The cause itself is the Lord's

and although He leads it through many afflictions He is still the gra-

cious Father and merciful Frovider who will, &t some time in one way

or -enother, lead us out of them &gain. _ .
: ; B. Harsted

Sheep Camp, Alaska, spril 17, 1898.

Sheep Cemp, Alaska, April 21, 18698
Today, flnolly, we heve gotten our provisions and other equlpment over
Chilkoot down to Crater Lake in Cueen Victoria's domain. e are glad
that we have:come so fer., It is not easy work to cerry 3500 pounds
on the besck over the steep mountain pass. There is still much snow
although it is thawing, especially down in the velley. On the high
mountsins that we are now crossing the snow lies untouched. I dare -
say we will camp on the snow for another month. We are in good heslth
and wusy. In the evening our entire face and lips smert as though we -
are sunburned. That comes from the reflection of the sun on the snow.
ie are now about as weather-beaten ané redish brown as Indians.
Otherwlse we are vigorous and heve hed good luck and have made good
progress.

we haVe been exposed to many dengers, but so far the Lord has helped.
Todey we have moved our eguipment down to Crater Lake from the top of
the pass. It is exceedingly steep and it is difficult to be the mas-
ter of a sled with a two or three hundred pound load. There 1is sa '
great throng of people so that one is in denger of running others

down or being run down by those who lose their balance and drop their
loads. Every now and then a loaded sled comes plunging down, others
come rolling down., Then everything depends upon getting out of the
way. Several men have been killed on the slope we have worked on yes-
terday and today. Now we ere, praise God, resdy here. God willing,
we will break camp early tomorrow morning and move to Leke Lindeman.
From there we will fetch our eguipment down to theé lske. Tvery pound
must be drawn on sleds nine miles. It will teke us several days. Ve
age now three in company since we have ‘teken H Strand: from Tacoma in
with us.
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There mlght be much to write about here, but time will not permit.

e must use our time diligently while the weather is fair, The first
days of this week it snowed so hard we could not do anything and we-
fear it will begin again,. but wz have had very fine weather the last
two or three days. Heretofore the Lord has blessed and secured the
‘work of our hands and we are glad and thankful to Him. Ve have heavy
and burgensome springwork this year,; what the harvest will be no one-
knmows; but we work in the hope of Him who is the Giver of all good
gifts. The heaviest adversity we have is thet we get meil:so seldom,
Since we left home ‘the 9th of February we have, te date, received mail
three times.  Last Saturdsy Otis Larsen went the fifteen miles ‘to Dyea
to get the mail before we crossed the mounteins, '.e were glad and
sure we would get Dboth letters and parers, but it wes all Iin vain,

We received nothing. The postel service 1s misercuvle-.here. %e will
very likely not get any mail until we reach Lake Tagish. ivhen that
will be we do not know. : ;

Ye will have to lesve our V¢Kings from San Francisco here, though we
are glad they will follow in a few days. Later we will be in their
company steadily, but we do not wish to stay here any longer than 1s
absolutely necessary.

“Herewith a hearty greeting from

[

Lindeman, Aldpka o Ca
Aprll.27th 1898"t

Dear Herald - ‘
4s stated before we broke csmp at Sheep Camp =nd moved to Lake Linde-
man Friday morning the 22nd inst. Ve had paid our duty to the Cana-
dian Government the day before. The duty for our equipment, food,
clothing and tools for three men for one year amounted to $44.33%. We
had brought everything we did not need in our tent from the top of :
Chilkoot Fass down to Crater Leke. Yet our:packs the last morning 7
were not very light. 7e who must carry everything and move both house
and home oiten soon learn that one hardly knows what he has until he
moves. COur friends, the Vikings from San Franciso, helped us fsith-
fully to carry our things up the pess.  There we tied stove, tent,
¢lothes, dishes, etc., on our sleds and slid down to Crater Leke.
But here, too, it was overcrowded with people who were bringing their
things dovin the steep slope. Since we had light loads.and could easi-
ly manesge them down through the four or five foot deep ruts or runways
that were worn in the snow, we could have slid down the six or seven
hundred feet to the leke quickly. Since all the runways were full of:
peoplée with heavy loads that were not ezsily righted when lying on the
side or upside down or standing with the front end deep in the snow
below one or the other of the deep faults that are found here and
there, then it takes a long time to get down., One must wait and help
others along while taking care that no loaded sled that has gotten
away from its owners runs one down.. Luckily, we get down this time,
too,-without a scratch. : -

Before we have eaten our lupch and have our lozds reday for departure,
it is three o'clock. OQur loads are not very heavy but somewhat high
and are easily overturned. Zach of our loads weighs a good 200 pounds.
The weather 1s beautiful and wherever one looks he sees only mountains
and velleys, all covered with the purest snow that glistens and shines
in the sunlight. Here everyone must be reminded of the poem, "Besuti-
ful Snow." After crossing Crater Lske, which 1s atout one and one
half miles long, one comes to a narrow canyon. On both sides are
steep stone walls. At the bvottom thercis a river that is open here
and there. Yet, in many places the snow is 30 or 40 feet deep. We ,
mgkeslow progress here since the trail is crowded with people, sleds,
horses, etc. Meny are heevily loaded and very clumsy-about their

work and in overcoming difficulties. ©From the way many of these Klon-
dike travelers do things it is evident that they are fortune hunters,

- but certainly not architects of their ¢wn fortunes. Many neither can
nor want to work. Down through this canyon , a&s on the next two
smaller lakes, namely Long Lske and Deep Leke, we progress tolerably -
well., Yet it will be late before we find 0Olson, '‘edeberg and Berg,
who have their camp & mile and a half down on Lake Lindeman. Between
this lske and Deep Lske there is eriother narrow canyon abocut three
miles long. Vhen we arrive, thére are long lines of Klondikers wait-
ing their turn to go dcwn. Finally our turn comes, too._'The trall is
badly torn up snd wern. Also here there are deep runw y'S through '
which we must maneuver our :loads.. : ‘
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There :are also breaks or faults of the height of a men here and there.
Then the traveler must get his load tb stand still while he himself
climbs down and draws the sled forward until he gets hold of the front
end and :steers it as best he can. Then everything depends upon the
ability to stend on one's feet or bring them along when pushed down in
front of:the load. In the worst places it 1s necessary to put a rough
lock on the runners. If one puts on a full lock the load may tip end
over end. That is what happened to the undersigned. In a narrow and
deep runway in the snow where the sled could not roll 31aeways, i
stoo@at the bottom of a fault to take hold of the front end of the
sled and it ceme rolllng end over end. Nothing worse happened than
thet the load ard sled landed with runners in the air, then continued
down the same way until it finally stopped right side up. Here we of-
ten had to stand and wait long periecds to get on. It was getting late
and ¢old. YWe were tired and hungry and seriously cmnsidered putting
up here over night or. loav1pg our lcads and going to Lindeman empty .
handed to find a hotel for the night. But we did not like:.to do that
either. By investigating the trzil shead.we found we could get around
those that were hung up and so we got away and fina lly found (Olson
and Co's tent among hundreds . of others. It was now ten o'clock and
we were very thankful when J. Berg got up and made coffee for us and
offered us ¢ood anG-Grink while we took off our wet and cold boots and
socks., . _ . A

Soon we had our bedding laid by the side of the others and lay down

to rest. That boughs and bedding lzy on top of several feet of snow
mede no difference. We slept and rested remerkadly well. The next
day we had biight and besutiful weather also. Early in the morning we
ought te have gone back the ten miles to Crater Lske to fetch our:
first loads of equipment, but we decided to use the day for setting
up -our camp and getting it in-good order for Sunday. By working dili-
gently, wach at his task, we had things in feirly good. order eand a.:
good supply of dry wood gathered by late evening. But here also, as
in Sheep Camp, vwe had- to dig out four -feet of snow befors we reached
the ground. ' The snow is still compact and hard. Wwe chopped it out

in the shape of large bricks and with them built a wall around our.
tent, the ridge of which stuck a little above the wall. Here we
celebrgted Sunday which was the second Sunday efter Easter. Also for
- us, up to the present time, the Lord has been a good Shepherd and has
mercifully susteined both welfare and. health, life and limb, courage
and dellght in our present wiork. God alone be presised for that also!

Londay it was also clear é&nd qujet weather. At 6 o'clock in the morn-
ing we were ready and with our. sleds went back up the canyon to Cra-
ter Lake to move our provisions dovn here. This is a beautiful moun-
tain region, but no other sign of spring then that the sun is higher
in the heavens anG the days are qulte long. Yet the swn was so warm
durlng the day that the trail and the snow became quite wet. By even-
ing we had moved more than 1000 pounds or 350 pounds per sled down.
We must still make three trips before we have ever)tnlng here. Ve
will hardly be able to move such large loads sgain since the treil
is getting worse. Yesterday and today it snowed so hard we had to
turn back and stay home, For that reason this report can be written.
There is much to do. It is not only cooking but also repair of clothes
and tools that take time. We have made masts for our sleds and raise
sails in order to get the help of the wind -down on the lakes. There
are several feet of smow on these lakes snd in the mornings the crust’
holds up well. Today we have started making wooden shoes. These will
be very good to put on in the evenings with wet feet. ihen we get
our things down here we will transport them farther down and north-
ward to Lake Bennet, where we think we will stop and build ‘boats..
heremlth e heorty greeting to all Herald readers.
H.

- Lake Lindeman, Canada
3 May 17th, 1898,
Dear Heralad: -
OQur progress 1s not as repid as we hed theught eand hoped. A snowstorm
of seversgl deys!' cduraticn hindered us from b;lnclnv our equipment from
Crater Lake, which is about ten miles from here. Yet it took us only
eight days. Most of this time we had .a strong south wind with drift-
ing snow. when, after having braved wind and snow-squalls, we reached
our pile of goods on Crater Lake with our sleds we Were well satis-
fied that a strong wind blew. from the south. Now we could load heavy
loads around the little mests on our sleds. After having secured
everything we raised the ssilyard which holde the sail stretched be-
fore the w1nd to the top of the mqst and are reaoy to set out.
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Before we eat lunch we must get off Crater. Lakey. »here the wind 1is -
cold, and a little way down the canyon where it is a little warmer -
and where we-have easy access to water. e are now four in the. perty
since a young man from Minnesota, Elias J, Lien, has Jolned us, - While
‘sitting on our loads in a group nesr a waterhole in.the ice, our- fro~
~zen lunch-tastes &@s good as circumstences permit.. VWie are, however,
~careful not to drink too much or stop too leng since we are usually
- warm-&nd sweat while food &nd drirnk, wind and westher arée icy cold.
Then :We -sail away agein. Some -places we sail-almost with the speed
of the wind while we Work hard to steer it so we do not run others
down or get off the traill into. deep snow. No one keeps track of the
number of- tlnes ke cap51zea.

At other places we-must pull with.all our strength. Vhere the slope
- is steep we have-to "double up", . as they say, that is not to hitch

& team to the load, but to hitch two or more men to one man's sled.
when the wind is:favorahle and sled, mast and sail are in good order
one can haul four. to six hundred pounds. : ,

You may be suré we were glad when.we had &ll our provisions under
cover in our c:amp here at Lske Lindeman. .So far we have been lucky
since we have lost nothing except two. shovels. eny.have lost a
large part of their equipment and same have lost everything

Now we feel that the worst drudgery is over. ~If we weit until the
ice breaks up”we can load every thing on boests &nd sgll down the lakes.
Indeed there are many feet of ice and snow on the lakes, but it is .
not very cold and the sun shines bright most of the tinme. Yet it has
snowed now and then even during the last few days. -

As soon as we had gotten our things down here it Wwes necessary to
transport them down to Lake Bennet or immediately start cutting logs
and whip-sawing material: for boats. Because it secemed the ice might
become dangerous before we .could get: our goods to Ltke Bénnet and-
especially because we wished to keep compeny with the Vikings who had
not yet moved from Sheep Cemp,;.'we dec1ded to start cutthg timber.

Wie found logs about two miles from the lake smong some crags and
little tarns. ‘The snow is several feet deep but esrly in the morning
the crust on the snow holds us.. Later in:the day it is difficult to
move without skis because the first thing one knows he fslls through
1nto ‘the snow up to his armplts.

T"Veryone can 1mubrne that it is troublesome work to drag logs together
in such sleighing. The weather is:failr and beautiful and the work
- progresses above: expectatloqo° Two whipsaw while the two others drag
the boards down to our tent. We cut almost 100 feet. per a:y. lie
-earn a good days wege since we would oitherwise have to buy lwaver.

Pl

They &sk ;25 te 30 per hundred feet or 3850 pcer thousend here,

Last Saturday, the 1l4th,. we were through making and bringing home
lumber and we were-very glad that pert of -our work was done also.
During the last few days the sun had been so hard on the snow and ice
that it was cuite difficult to get our material down, :

Sometimes it was dregged and s anetimes carried. Some plzces there

‘was bare ground and boulders; other places snow and water up over the

-knnees. The water was a couple of feet deep on the ice of three small

lakes we had to cross gnd the ice was brecking up especially along

" the shoré.” The last helf mile before we got. domn to Leke Lindeman

was esre01olly troublescme. The roed led through.a nerrow ceanyon

- which, when we first started to use it, was so full of snow that

the road was guite good and smooth, but now toward the last it was

almost impossible to get through., It took time and patience to get

three or four boasrds six inches wide end twelve feet long through.

Where the road was and still is there is now a raging river. Those

who have anything to haul over this rcad ncw find waterfalls, boul-

der-strewn slopes, deep pudcles, driftwood and thick brush, etc.

The only -evidence .off the former smooth, easily traveled road 1s an

- octasional snowdrift or block of ice.. The road haes now become so
difficult: ‘and changed thet one cen herdly recognize it. This re-

- minded me very forcefully:of.how many of man's enterprises, started

~under favoraule circumstances, soon look gquite different and because

~.of unknown circumstances can look very foolish and deplorable. to many .
However gocd the road looked to .start with,. the 'sun. wasted .snow. and
ice away so.that one sees the¢ road lie over: larée and-almost 1mpass—a»
avle obstacles.. . Large boulders, stamos and brush. ‘stuek up in the



road- and hlndered almost 8ll progress. Those who saw -the road in this
condition would certazinly. sey: WVhat fools those were that built the
road above these impassable obstacles that they should. have known .
were there. ' Yes, when they stuck up in the road and we bumped into
them with our loads,.then we found they were there and that the road
should have ween built alongside these impasssuvle objects in the first
place; but suppose another just as 1mpaosaole obstacle lay along51de
tle one we w1sleo To av01ds :
Dut Wwe were. auout to become boatbuilders. Just as we have built. sleds,
made wooden shoes and learned to make food on-this trip, so I suppose
weé can build-boats .also. when a person really wants to do soimething
eand 1s so serious avout it that he will diligently spply those facul-
- tles and gifts he hes received, then & person c¢en do a good deal,
Wie have now .agreed that we want two'DOats 4 cargo boat 24 feet long,
5 feet wide and two and one half feet cdeep, and & little boat ten feet
long, two feet wide and.one end one half feet deep. Both are to have
as trim shepes as we are svle to give ‘them. Ve have elected Otis Ler-
sen master builder. "e have just started the work snd do not have
tlme to celebrate Horway's Wndependenee day

Although we are writing on the l7th of Nay snd most readers are en-
joying the most besutiful summer sun and warmth there cre very few
signs of spring here. Only a few sters from our tent there is ice
-several feet thick and deep snhow covers the mounteins around us. . At
nlght ice freezes on water, sometimes also on our waterbucket Ly the
side of the stove. Hovever, we heve good dry wood and cen be gulte
com.fortaule when we fire heov1ly.

It is now three months since we stea rted 1iving In-a tent. 7ie still-
sleep on spruce ‘woughs wut are in very g00d hezlth. %V.e eat end work
like loggers. /e are much smarter here in the morunings than we were
at home.. ie are often up at four o'clock cnd est our breakfast at
five. ..e teke our lunch oluné to the voods, but are home ena have
suppér at six o'clock. It is vrosd daylight until 10 P.E. 4 courle
“of us are-going down to Leke uennet tooay There we hope to get mail
{rom Parhland . , : L :

Now ahd then ve. bet hold of & Jeattle paper Ghe news is wostly of
war and rumors of war. C o : o

In the hope that the Herald and all its resders may prosper ang that

the Lord will continue mercifully to guide voth church end state and

that all things will work together for good to them thet love God,  we
hereby -offer hearty greetings to-gll friends and acquaintances.

We cen glso bring greetings from the Viklings. They arrived at Linde-
man a courle of weeks ago, btut have their czmp a mile and a half from
here. Ue went fer down the beach whille they stopped and. pltCheo camp
as soon es theJ roached the lake.
Blnd regards,
' "« H,

Lake Benne,, Ceaneda - e

gy ; June Tth, 1l£98.
Dear Herald ' % ‘ - ‘
Yesterday forenoon we loaded all our things on our two bosts and left

"ﬁlamnes" ‘That is what we c&lled thée rlace on Lele Lindeman vwhere
we steyed several weeks. It was a-convenient plsce for our camp ana
we were as well off as pilgrims 1in our position could expect. Tie had

arranged ourszlves cuite comiortably. There we traded tents with our
traveling cempanion , E. Lien, who hed &, larger tent alone than we
three. Now our tent ‘is 10 x ld feet. :

Yestercay the weather was beautlful end so cuiet that our sails were
useless so Wwe: rowed a.out four miles to the outlet. e had to pitch
camp here again since the river Letween Leke Lindemen end Lake Bennet
is so fast that we could not, without grest danger, teke even the
emply boats through the rarids found hs re. :i\ve must land our provi-
sions and portage -about a aile until we are past the worst rapids.’
ToGey we hive brought down about hali : of our equipment.. If we succeed
tomorrow we hope to be rcsedy by evening to sail down Lake Bennet. It
is twenty-five miles long. Then there 1s Lake Tagish where there is
:supposed to:be much ice yet. #ie would.like to reach it as soon as:
p0551ole since we hOpe to. receive mach mell
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-The ‘daysare so long thet we. can see the sun Shinlﬂg on the tops of
snow-clad mount&sins around us at helf past ten, and it is possivle to
reed . end write 211 nigsht, odut it.is quite cold at nlght * Even yester-
day .morning when it was unuSUally bezutiful westher, ice froze - on - |.
quiet wéter., Saturday it rained a little, but snow fell-a little way
- up the. EOUntalns. - The snow hes dlsappeareo down here-by the- loke and

a way up the sldpes, but higher up--there 15 Sblll much snow.

Ve have no news other than things like the fOllOWLHé “ie have learned
. to imeke fairly decent food and-what we lack there hunger makes up for

‘it. At Framnes we baked good yeast bread for the first time in our
lives.: Otis-Le:rsen is the-mechanic and the undersigned cook. He built
us ‘two good -and beesutiful bosts. Your reporter has hed the honor of
making a wheelbarrow that is very useful. -When we have finished trans-
porting our thlngs below the rahlds I will trede 1t for whatever I can
ey W iy ;
The 30th of May Lcke Lindeman Was about free of ice and on that day
Olson, %edeberg and Berg left for Leke I ennet il

On the first of June, for'th iirst time we ‘got'a ltttle game two
siiell ducks and 8 mudhen. In spite of the strong ilshy taste we enjoy-
ed-fresh meat. ' ' ] . :

Hordnes &nd Frentsvaag are stlll Lusy tullolng UOatS here at Lake
Bennet. They have sold:-bosts as fast as they could mske them, but the
price has dropped frcm 1250 to- ;lOO per boat. 'The Same?is true-of
lummber.

Trovisions can also ve bou&ht ct a reosonaule price - compared to’ what
they were before. &t an suction rolled oats sold for as little as

15¢ & pound. powe k- sughs A g d et

Our Vikings, whom we will alao lz2ave: behind sgain, will finish their
boats in aiLout eight days. Tie will weit for them &t: Lake Tablsh and
hope to travel vith them continuall ly thereafter.

s Anon, one of the Vikings, has been seriously 111, and still is not
well. e all enjoy good heslth. To carry 100 pounds of provisions a
mile up and down rocky hills end mske ei.ht or ten such trips mskes
the back and other limbs ache, but: 4fter a good mesl znd a night's
guiet sleep, we ere Jjust as active the next morning. ' .

God, who «ives strength and heslth end is the Giver of all good gifts,
be praised forever for His mercy toward.us also. -

A hearty greeting from us s&ll. ‘
. Lis

: . NOTE - i
- Letters WW1tten &t Leke Tagish and Miles Canyon were lost in
the l"alls. '

T'ort Selkirk, Canada
. July <ngd, 1898,

Dear Herals: s

%we arrived here at Tort Selklrk tod at noon. The mcuth of Felly

River is on the other side, the northeast side ol the Yukon.

Tuesday afternoon we .uneéxpectedly bLecame separated from the Vikings.
On account of the strong current - we could not lend at the same place
they did for the night.  We floated a little way past and expected to
meet them . the next morning, out we have not seen them since. 7We assume
they stopped at Big Salmon River ‘to Seek: gold. V.ednesday morning we
waited guite some time for them, but since we thought tbey‘perhaps had
passed us without being seen on account of the many islands in the
river, we left in the hope we wWould meet them &gé&in soon. - But: 51nce we
did not find thkem at' Little Salmon, Wwe suppose-they are back of us.

Now we are. only two- boats angd six men in our- comnuny. :

Yesterday fOLQHOOH lucklly, we shot bo*h Five Flnger and Rlnk Rapids.
Both rapids look threaten ing enough out by kKeeping to the right side
‘of the stream there is no oanger. e shi rred only en Wnsignlflcant
amount of water.. a ; .

Flve Pl nger ‘i's ‘'so n med because flve lurge crags, auout 20 feet high,
jut up in the middle of the mlehty stream and divide it into several
smaller rapids. Rink Rarids, six miles below Five Finger, are not so
dangerous.
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& few peorle l;ve here at Fort Selkirk. A church, "Saviort's lission
Churcn of unglano” 1c lco located here‘ : y : o

There are some Inolon gruves that are covereo thh woolen blankets
and bUI“OUDGeC by totems, some of which are deecorated wlth excellent
figures. ‘e have not met any. In01ens tOQuy.

“e have had fair weether most of the time olthoueh it is ralning a
little toooy end the mosguitoes are eyceeulnglj annoying. " Feople who
smart and itch fromgts vite suffer dreadfully because oi the untlrlng
and united activity of these little creatures. Yet, I have not seen
them guite es mean as tLey were 1in the Red siiver Vulley in the early
dcYb.. :

We have decided 10 o0 to Dawson as soon e&s we are able, It is 180
miles from here. TFerhaps it will teke three days. %Wwe would like to
reach Daswson the 5th or 6th of July, in order, ii possiivle, to meet
some acquaintances and get derendable information scout different
thlngs. '
Hercw1th heorty greetings to all.
.. : s

‘Dawson Bltys . N V. Ter,
3 July 16th 1898

Dear Hersald: ;
We found the Viylngs on the 5th of July: uuout 30 niles below Fort Sel-
kirk and have been with them since then. To decide where to go end
where to set up winter quarters is-s éifficult cuestion. ~If you ask
others you get all sorts of aov1ce.“ lany are Ieturning_home without
hav1ng trlea any mork : . 2 ' N

Together with frlends fvom Sen ﬂIoﬂClSCO and Tecoma we agreed to stop
at Stewart River  for the present &nd from there: 1nvestlgate wha't we
should rether do. Four men, Je gtenaiua, G. Christie, L. Hofstad and
the undersigned were elected to go to lawson Clty end investigate one
thing and asnother. Ten men toock their packs and went prospecting. .
Two,remained at our tents and eguipment. lie took boat, food. and,6 clo--
thing and rowed 45 miles ‘down to Incian River Leiore evening. Here
we learned we could riae a w.00d Ioft 11 we woulo but help steer it
down the rlver.« :

Ve left our boat and some prOV¢51ons at Indien River end took along
onily the necessary food and clothing for ten deys. We srrived on the
14th. There are a lot of peorle here just as Lewildered as we. On
the banks of the Yukon there are thousznds of Losts and Up along the
mountsinsides there are thousands of tents. Here we agsin found
Olson, Eerg and Hexzen with their.psrty. They hsve built s csbin,

Last night we steyed with our old friend from Sesttle, (. Bindsl, and
received considerable informetion, ' : I 3

Today we are to start our return journsy up along the Kondike, Eonanza
and Eldorado, and from there over the mountain ridége to Indisn River
at the mouth of which we will find our boat. Thet will be & walk of
about 30 miles. - wlth a pack of 50 pounds tnls trip mey prove very ex -
hausting. ‘
Ua We are all »ell end greet all.,
H-.

Dawson, IMN,.. Ter., QCencda.
- ' Bs s gL, l4th, ‘3898
Dear Hereld: » o LA _ " SRLEED
This day, the 1l4th of Octower, is so significent for - friends of
our Synod that one can rejoice in it .even in these distant and cold
regions. Although my partner, H. Strand, znd I who asre alone now that
Otis-Larsen-and H. Lien have returned home ere very ousy putting our
winter caoln in orde;, we are having a holidey todey. Wwe try as well
as we cen to rejoice in the good things the Lora in His mercy has
granted our Cnurch end LnereuJ us a~oo,

The first snow fell here tle ‘21lst. oi cet\temper ‘It had covered ‘the
higher Iloges ueiore that. le hed- uQrely started building our little
winter catin. /e moved in the.28th .of September although we had nei-
ther put in the windows nor hung the:door. After one hes lived in s
tent from the middlé oi February to the 2&th of DOptember end wandered
here and there, sometimes sleering on the.bare ground under the open
sky, then it was a festive day when we moved with our luggage and.. good
sacks into something that is cslled a house.
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I will not tire.Herald with a description of our cabin. Yet, you
ought to know that it 1s twelve feet squere. The insiderwall con-
sists of upright birch poles. Outside these there are spruce poles
laid ‘on ‘top of each other like logs &nd the space between these two-
walls. is packed with moss. The roof consists of birch poles, moss and
earth. Ve have two small windows &nd one door.: Around the outside we
threw up an. esasrthen rempert up to the windows. ‘Uhen we consider this
building it locks wretched and we are involuntarily invited to call it
the ‘earthly house of-'this teberhacle. ¥Yet it 1s wonderful to have it
in this snow and ¢old. “IZut it is not our home. It is good enough to
stay in.overnight and over mlnter,, Lut it c&n never be our permanent
residence or home.  It:is a plessure, yet wonderful, to know this, but
it is most wonderful to believe and know that "If our eerthly house of
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a bullding of Cod, an. house
not made with hands, eternsl in thé hecvens, For in this we groan,
earnestly desiring to ve clothed upon-with our house which is from
heaven, if so ve that belns"clothed we shall not be found naked

¢ Cori oy Y = & -

Considering the circumstsnces we live very well in our hut, and Herald
is asked to greet all my old friends of the pioneer days in the Red
River Valley. I am living over again, with great prleasure, those cozy
days in cellars,’sod huts ‘and low houses with sod roofs. I congratu-
late you on your present splendid homes and farms. I hope the old,
humble self sacrifice and love of work for the welfare of the Church
will now oear for you and your crlloren ‘rich, eve rlestlng and God-
pleesing fruit.: i

There hss been much sickness and many deaths here in Dawson this sum-
mer. We do not know whether or not it will bet better now that the
cold weather has set in. The bold snd able dentist from La Crossse,
hls., Dr.~Lee, was quite seriously 111 ‘this summer, but is now long
since well. Four weeks ago, he, together with a Jew, Irishmen and an -
American,; went hunting. - - They. went: up the Klondike Rlver 80 .or” 90
miles. . After an absence of ‘four weeks they have Jjust recently return—
ed well supplied with moose meat. They shot three: a large buck that
dressed out at asbout 200 pounds and two calves. Dr. Lee shot the
large buck end one celf and was so kind &s to present the horns to the
Lutheran University. It 1s an exceptionelly stately' and large pair
of horns with a spresd of some over five feet e&nd has fourteen points.
The palmstions ere over one foot wide. Dr. Lee deserves much thanks
for this gift. I hope to be able to send it to the ‘'school sometime..

4. friendly greetlng to all readers._

ok B.H. '

A Chr stmas in hlondlke.
Chrlstmas has great significance also here near the Arctic Circle
among. golddlggers of all faiths and innumerable forms of godlessness
and scepticism. Not only those who wish to be Christians, but also
others in their own way and at their convenlences try to 1ift up their
hearts with Jjoy &and 5ladness. :

But since 1t iS'dlfflcult, if not lnp0551ble, for the heart and soul .
to be joyful when the body is in went, everyone tries to satisfy the
reasonable demands of the body &nd hereby help the spirit attain real
festive joy. ©Naturelly this is true not only in Klondike, but every-
where. Since the body, in this cold climete and hard vork, needs an
excesslve amount of food which tastes exceptionally good, this is
truer here tran in any other place the writer hes any accurate know-
ledge of.

It is &@lso true that one does not have to make grest demands in order
to feel a delightful change. There are many honorsble peorle here,
some of them sccustomed to Letter things, that are glad and well satis-
fied if they csen only buy a soup vone snd mske & fezst for themselves
end a frleno whom they wish to 1nv1te for Christmas.,

It is pOSSlule to understond thls ihen one:remembers thot many work
hard and heve for a long time llved on poorly prepsred dishes of beans,
ham, bread, pancekes, ostmesl mush, sugar, coffee and tea. If one has
& llttle uutter milk, dried potatoes, ‘rice and fruit he feels he lives
well, espec1olly if he haes a2 good, well lighted snd werm cavin or-
loghouse. Some still 1live in tents®&nd poorly" constructed huts.,

Wwhen the thermometer g oes.-down to 50 degrees below O-or 80 below freez-
ing, as it has severel times this winter, then it 1s not very comfor—
table or pleasant in these dark huts. § Ll
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Of the great number of gold dlggers in these nerrow valleys one to
fifty miles from Dawson City very few have seen the sun since the mid-
dle of November. During Christmas there is daylight only three or
four uours. durlng the middle of the day. The sun shines only on the -
mountain pesks and here ard there a thtle wblle in the valleys,

Since. Thanksg;lvnr?r in movember I hachbeen with an o014 frlend and ac-
qualntance from Dakota and Seattle; - Ole Rindal. He had a contract to
furnish wood for a gold mine, Number 22, sbove the forks of the Bonan-
za, about fifteen mlles south-east of Dawson.

%e bhad a warm caoln alone until after Christmas. Since Rindal is a

good cook the Uody got good and well prepared food. Ve agreed not to
neglect nourlshlng and maintsining the soul. %.e spent many a pleasant
hour in reaolné and - conversctlon ' v 4 G '

e had two guests: for Chrlstmas, a Swede and a Fin; one was from Chi-
cago, the other from Fern Hill, '.ash. %.e had no Christmass tree nor
did we have any of our families with us, but we tried to rejoice in
the Savior, knowing that He would gledden uﬂd oless them even though
we were not there to do so.

Chrlstmas mve-we hao:two:candles burning instead‘of one. . Then it seem-
ed our hut was doubly comfortable. It is but 10 x 12 feet without
floor and without a window. Instead of windows we have a little aper-
ture in the door: and & large one in the wall. A plece of thin cloth
from a flour sack is stretched across each. Although hoar-frost and
ice -form on the cloth We get a llttle llbht - enough to make dinner

at noon., - ; _ :

The undersigned is now moving up’ on hldorado and will live with P, 0Ol1-
son and Berg from Tacoma and Tedersorn and Hagenson from California. A
mile from them I will work on a- bench ‘claim that Rindel and I own on
French Hill. : : :

erry ounday we: have serv1ces w1th Olson and aldal from~3eattle.'l

Wishlng all Herald readers-a Happy and nlessed New Yesr I remain
: . Yours truly
> Dawson,=N;J.'T,, Jan. 25; 1899, ‘ PRI IRY 7

- e - - —

’ July 28, 1899
Faclile Hegaldsr) o’ from the Folar Regions.

Tuesday evenlng at lO o'clock the steamer Rober Kerr left the dock 1n
Dawson City, N.u. T., surrendered itself to the strong current of the
mighty Yukon and vore down ‘toward St. lichael, Alaska, The Kerr had
abosrd about 200 passerigers and between one and one half and two mil-
lion dollars in gold. ‘ell constructed "boxes, about 10 x 12 1nches,
were so heavy that two men had all tley could do to handle ons of "then.

The weather was beautlful all day Here in the North the night is
light as a fairly bright day. . Wiednesday evening, the 2lst of June,

we had said farewell to the beautiful and friendly mountain rldges
that had attended us on both sides of the ¥ukon. Here and there we
could see a mountain top that had rece ded into the distence.  Instead
of birch groves and beautiful flower strewn sunny slopas the eye now
met only the muddy water of the Yukon, which wes continuelly being
broken up by large lslands consistlng of low swampy land covered by a
growth of spruce. :

‘When a landlubber ard klondiker stood on the deck end listened to the
latorious groan of the steam engine and saw the pilot anxiously 10ok-
ing here and there, then he felt as though he were in & labyrinth
from which there was no escape, especially if we were to run aground
and be delayed for some days or Weeks ~This happens every year on
these so called "Yuhon Flats " et

At ten o'clock in the evening we arrived in Circle City. The sun is
still quite high in the heavens and they say the midnight sun shines
here this time of the. yeer. - This city 1s en importent gold center next
to Dawson, but there is no comparison between Circle City and Dawson.
'verythlnﬂ is gulet and dead only some dogs and a few Indian children
seem to have any life. There are few people and no business concerns :.
that we can see. The gold mines-aré sixty miles south in the Tanana

- Hills. The road leads over flats end woss coverad swamps. Only-a
little po0ld is being brought out of" the- ‘hills this year.
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From Circle City, the Yuhon continues to flow northwestwa rd till it
reaches Fort Yukon end the Arctic Circle, . 69' 33" north latitude.
Here the river turns toward the southwest. we arrived at Fort Yukon
at teh 4.1M., the 22nd of Jurie. That afternoon we landed on the shore.
of an 1sland where many Indians had pitched their tents. Here we took
aboard two Indien pilots who are sald.to know accurately where the
deepest channel” of the river is this year. liow oboth free ‘thinker and
Christian feel scfer. s :

It is true, we are at the mercy of the Redskins, but thanks be to the
work of the missionaries that has had such beneficial snd strong in-
fluence upon the herd hearts of these strong children of nature that we
have full econficence in them when we see that they both understand

the diffichlt task and will solve it with diligence. Now time passes
smoothly ahd we make good time down the river.

we long for home in order to see and leorn how things ere there. Time
passes ‘slowly because we have nothing to d@o. %e have but little read-
ing material and naturally it is crowded and uncomfortable on. a2 boat
filled to capacity with all sorts of pilgrims, - Yet we should not com-
plain since we get along guite well, Our worst edversity is when, at
times, we happen to sit down beside onfof these deplorable, 1llbred
ruffians who cannot even eat like civilized people, but sit down at
the table and fall upon the food as if to. devour the world without
leaving & crumb for enyone. It is pitiful vhat disccmfort ill-bred _
people can srread Jjust because they cannot eat like people, but like -
animals, How {rightful it would be to see. all the immorsl smut such
peorle live in. TLet us thank God and our parents that we can eat like
human beings though not as nice as we ought. -
: ; g B e -

Tacific Herald, Aug. lBth, B9

~  The AldSka Trip a Rest Feriod.

when a schoolboy has diligently used his faculties and .energy for
eight or ten months of the yéar in learning those good things assigned
him, then he usuolly has a .vacetion that means & rest from school.

It has been learned that man's faculties need such a rest or change

of surroundings and’ activ1ties with which the body end mind have been
busied.

Many believe that a school vacation should not be used 1n la21ness,
idleness or freedom from hard vork. The body must and will breathe as
long as it lives. Likewise the mind must be active every day in one
way orvanother. Coow

If the body does not really exert 1tself in exer01se that also occupies
the mind and leads it in a different direction than before, .thereby
gilving rest on the one hand and on the other sound development during
vacation, then the body becomes indolent or only ests, drinks and
sleeps while mental activity continues in the same direction as in
school with the only difference that it believes it should have light
and very often harmful reaéing material. lihen that boy or girl begins
school after & vacation, it is found that neither Lody nor mind has
received any noticeable rest or growth during vacation. There is no
noticeable change other than that they associate with parents, brothers,
sisters, friends and relstives instead of with teachers and companions
in school. The actiVity of both mind and body is essentislly the same
at all times, both in school snd during vacation.

Such school attendance and vecations may well explain the fact that .
after some years even stout ferm boys appear to be nervous, absent-min-
ded, helpless louts who among faimers hsrdly. know "beans from buckshot!
or can harness a horse. Tihen such purlor philoso hers go out into the
world as pastors or teachers they dre in many ways an amusing spectacle
or comedy in which meny might see themselves. In our opinion parents
and teachers do not serve students well when they make them believe
that hard work during vacation is not good for - them. This harmful be-
lief has crept into our s001ety more . and more. Good, herd, but reason-
able and useful rhysical work 1s the. best vacation, ordalned by God,

- for students, Vie believe the work should rather be in the fresh air
and so hard that the mind loses almost.all desire for other mental ac-
tivity except what family detotions and church- services: supply together
with the most. necessary newspaper reec1ng. .Not only my experience as a
youth, but also the hard work during the last year and: & helf while on

a difficult journey into the goldfields of the Yuken have strengthened o
‘me 1In this belief. :
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At my oepgrtare both my uocy &nd mlnd ‘were S0 worn out, enfeebled and
exhausted thst it seemed impossible that I could hold out long. A1l
.those with whom I assccleted are my w1tnesses :

In such a conoltlon we ceme to Dyea, nluSka, about the middle of win-
ter. There we had to live in e flimsy tent, in guite cold weather
and, at times, a gale blowing. Our food was poorly made and our appe-
tites were just as indifferent as. when we left home Unaccustomed to
the climate we suffered from a fever and an UHerrable thirst; then
stomach trouble. 0On sccount of the minerals in the water we: hod kid-
nady trouble and nléhtly trips outside the tent did not strengthen the
body. “hen in one's fiftieth yesr one sees the serious gymnastics of
carrying or pulling several hundred pounds, more than a year's pro-
visions, from the sea, over Chilkoot to the source of the Yukon River,
then one hesitates several. days. . but in order not to weaken one an-
other's courage neither of -us ‘dared complain. Since now, more than
at any other time in our lives the truth of the words, well known in
practice to pioneers, "rcot, hog or die", became evident; we pulled
ourselves together end sterted pulling our sleds up the Chilkoot
River until the swedt really ran down our backs. It was cold with a
strong wind. ‘hen, at times, we were tempted to stop too long to
rest -and catch our brecth, we were chilled es though an ice blanket
had been thrown over our nﬂkod bodies.

Vre were unaccustomed to heavy vork and,the cody rrotested against the
heavy load it wes hitched to. No protest dld any ‘¢ood here. Ve were .
outside the realm of law and-reason.:  Tlie body hcd to submit to:the
trestment, .Lboth cduring the day in: front of -sled and in the: ovenlng

at the bad soup. It was unbelievable how qulcxly it lesrned to ad-
just itself to the chonaed circumstances. ‘Thought and resson had to
help also. -Wwe understood that we must not be clothed too warmly

while working nor to stop. too often or lcng, still less to drink more
water than sbsolutely. hecessalJ In orcder to permit free evaporatlon
and sweatlng vie lecrned to dre 1: 5htlj ourlng Work :

we: coughed up a lot of sJ,me and 1mpu11t1e9 irom the lungs; soon we
begen to get an appetite and in-e& short time we felt very well.{ Hun-
ger lielped the cook and he got a 5reéter desire to please and satisfy
it -in the wvest mgnner. 1In ¢ few days we ‘were in better spirits and
stronger- to carry on the work which wes often very hsrd. -Hsrd work
was our best meGicine; soon pcoth of us were stronger in mind &nd .
body than we were when vie left hone. ' ;

I{ anyone should say:’ You_must‘be excertionally strong, I would an-
swer thst such is not the cazse. 'e were, in reality, ouite feeble
when we started the work, but we got better as time psssed. If you
do not attribute this to sound FhYSlCol exertion, then you will have
to attribute it to Him who hes szid: "As thy days, so chall thy
strength be." Deut. 23, 25." : B i ;

WWe needed much physical strength and we got it, and,besides, we en-
Joyed remarkable peece and contentment with our clrcumstancos, which
we marveled at and hsd to thank God then end now for it. It 1s as if
we -are much neerer God and the heuvenly_Father while in the desert
thon in the mldst of our best fr ends .-

To those deer frlenos who, we: understano, have pltlod us during our
absence, I would like to say:. You need not pity us. I can tiruth-
fully say: That yeer and & half was the easiest and lszst worrysome
time I have hed since I came to the P'ecific Coast. . That is. true
whether you believe it or nct. I have never feTt as wpll or weighed
as much in many ye&srs as I oo now.,

The human body is creasted by God and fashioned for reasonsble exertion
which subdues covetousness. He who has not tested his powers to the
utmost, i.e. much more than he thought he could stand, &ctually does
not have the slightest conception of how much toil the humen body can
endure. He talks fer more foolishly acout it than the blind about
colors. v 4 ] : : A '

The human body is not as. feeble as the untried and pampered'imagine,
nor is it as sensitive or decadent as the nervous asnd timid believe.
Even after the Fall, the humen body 1is; eccording to its size, the
best, strongest and most duroble ol all visible creations.-

Yes, es 1ts duties end oays are, So-s f l 1ts strength be.
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‘Troceeds from the Alaska Journey..
s ' .. Tacific Hersld, September 1, 1899
No doubt there are many Herald readers who ask if our school on the
Facific Coast received financial help from my journey. They certainly.
"heve a right to have an answer, and I am sary that nothing-has*beeﬁ%“
reported ovefore. Uniortunately;'the school has not yet received any .

- . financial help from my trip. The re&son is that the Lord has not seen

fit to. give.us..any of the gold in Klonéike. It 1s true, the under=-
signed owns a hslf interest in three claims and 1s ' the sole owner of

~ another. 7From these the Lord can; if Herwills, give the school all it
‘needs. Two of these claims heve not yet been tested or opened. -The
other-two have been investlgated & 11ttle; .

vOne clalm proml es nothlng and will tFereaore revert to the government
unless someone makes a-strike in the vicinity next winter. The other
is more promising. %ork-on it will be resumed as soon:as it is cold
enovgh., -Nothing could -be done this summer because of gas which does

- not - hinder .the work afiter eold weather has set in. What the Lord will
grant us: from these attempts .is in His hsnds. My interests there are
cared for by a dependable young man who had decided to stay there an-
other year.: what they produce will go to the school. . It must be
.understood that the. school has not risked-anything. _In case the school
does not get anything irom these: attempts 1t has no expenses on that
account.

‘Besides these claims,'I have a "Lunch: Hoﬁse" on the Bonanza, elght
-miles frem Dawson.. This provided the money for my return Journey -and
1f solo will return to me the edpenses Ir hao on the trlp

“ioO, AP hope, no- 1ndury has been done : Yet M ) Wntensely sorry that
my. undertaklng hes caused dlssatlsfaction and concern for mony, and
: for thls I ask fortlveness, / ¥ !

B. H.

Two Letters from Correspondents

T : nake Bennet June 18 1899
'Deor Herald

'olnce I have a llttle time to snare,;; wiil send.Herald a few lines.
On week days we are busily engaged in -building boats, but Sunday we
will go prospecting. Yes, we are not in Alsske for fun,

Harstad left here the 8th of June. «hen he got dovin to Leke Tagish
he hoped to receive letters from home. .He has worked very hard on
this trip, out he looks better than be;ore. He felt very well and -
was 1n good gpirits. i S "

It is wonderful how President Harstad and I have met in our wandering.
It started in Zuambrota, Minnesota, when I-gave him my vote for dis-
trict president. And now we have both come as far as Alaska for about
the same reason, nsmely, to better our-economic condition., God knows
if we will succeed. HIMay God in His mercy bless end protect us up here
in this deserted, barren region outside civilization.

4 week sfter Harsted's departure, the Vikings from San Frencisco ceme
down from Lake Lindeman. and prepared themselves for the journey. They
proceed w1th greater trsnquility and make..careful preparations before
they sall. 'There were between four and {ive thousand bLoats resdy to
sall from Lake Bemnnet when the ice broke up. It wes a thrilling sight
to see all these hundreds of boats set sail. ' :

Naturally, they <ld not all sail the same day, but most of them have

left now. The last of my agéquaintances wes N. Lind, {from Oldtown,

Tacome; he left yesterday. evening. Some new immigrants come down

. here each dsy, vut there are not very many. Three besutiful steamers

leave Dennet several times a week,.namely: Ora, Flora and Nora.

There is also a large, bezutiful steamer, "Yodard", that 1s built of

iron, and two others, besides some gasoline boats. They advertise

that they will take & man to: Dewson-ifor $12. I do not know if they can

. do that. I am sorry-ior many.poor reople who heve come in alinost .
destitute of everything, ooth food end clothing, in the hope of gettlng

work at high:wages; but .who can give so many thoussnds work?

I often meet men that hzve veen- in Dewson-and all-over these regions
for several years. - I talked to one that had cowme in over the White-
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pass Trall thirteen ysers ago. It is well to hear and unaerstand the
experiences of such men. Today I heard the fare from Bennet to Dawson
i'g $50. The journey takes between four -end five deys, 1f they can get
the immigrants thxough There sre meny that doubt it.

0f the so colled "400" I have seen‘Lord Sackville liest fromzﬁngland,
Nordenskold Jr. frcm aweaen, George Elliot, Captain Jack Crawford:
and others. s

I beg to be eXCuSed'for all this-twaddle from Leke Bennet.
Vilth best regards to all accudlntances in Iarklend ‘I remain
, Respectu¢ly,
C. Hordness.

Facific Hereld, August 16th, 1898
A Letter from Treil County, N. Dak.

It is well knOWn that. ;rail County is the best in N. Dekota. And here

the Northman has found -his home. Again this ye:r there will be a rich o

wheat harvest along Goose River., During the lest few days we have
had cool weather 50 the wheat got a good chance to £ill outs

I have travelea about: here a: little and often meet peorle who have =
the "Herald" and awalt it each week. It is especielly Fresident
Harstad's letters from the trip to Alaska people iike. Yes, Harsted
has many friends and acquaintances here thst follow him with their
prayers-and best wishes. Here they know his ways and methods and
understand him., ihej know that he has the best of intentions,

Some-peopleufrom liere also are out after<golq in.Alacka.  On the 18th
of June one wrote culte fully acvout: conditions tliere, Indeed, a pes~
tor like Hearstad is needed up Lheie lor thoucanas of horthmen and
Swedes Who travel up north. :

A Noxthman by the name of Anoee Olson llves in Dawson snd is called'
"The King of Dawson". He was one of the {irst goldseekers and is now
worth several mllllons ' Such-is the rumor, at least. ' '

The wheat is now filling out 1in cool weather. Everything roints to a
rich and abundant harvest. Hereabouts 1in Harstad's old congregations
peorle have made. great sacrifices for Luthersn University and many
wish that everything w1ll be for the Lest,

Members of the congregations have ouilt.themseiveS'a beautiful school
in Fortland - Bruflat Academy, as it is called. This institution
brings blessings upon the church and educetion among our people.

I see that Herald was pelted with abuse at the ammual meeting in 311-
verton. Also, reproach iS'the-wage.of_the world, end church people
naturally mean everything well.. But do not lose courage, Hereld!

I know you well. I worked hard for you at the time you came into the
world and now you are in good hands. Yet, you ere still of school
age and have much to go through before you grow up. 3But that is the
way with all young things; the struggle for existence hardens and
steels one. Dear young frlend do not fear to suffer. You will in-
deed suc¢ceed if only you shape yourself well., 3ut do not forget that
modesty is a virtue of ycuth. Above all, be honest and upright, and
buy wisdom. "I hope you-are not offended by this well-meant adv1ce
from one who was your god-father. You have meny friends. These will
not reject you, for you are a stalwart young'lad E



30

& Z\ddenda ¥ g
written by the Trdnslator <

It is unfortuncte thaet letters vrltten at Tatish and Nlles Canyon were
lost., That ctretch of water: between Tagish and Fort Selkirk was the’
most' dangerous pért of the Yukon and ‘many. liVes ‘and much equipment were
lost there. - s
Leaving Leke Bennet ‘the boatman steered for'a large rock at the en-.
trance of the outlet.. A short stretch of swift water shot the boat -
onto Lake Ta 2gish.” Just beloéw the cutlet of Loke: ‘Tagish the Mounted
Police had estsblished Teglsh Fost where asll Loats were stopped and
each man was réyulred to show & customs .receipt for his outfit. Marsh
Leke, twenty miles long, was next Klondikers.called it "¥Mud Lake!

Fifty-Mile River rén out of Lakb: Lersh. .The river bLecame wider and . .
- swifter at every mile. - Aoout thirty miles, Lelow Marsh Lake the river -
- seemed to end abruptly at a stone waldi on approaching nearer the
boatman sdw that the river narrowed to less tkhah one hupdred feet. and
shot down. out of sight into Miles Caryon. .This was the first of the
three worst obsta¢leg in the river.. Less than & mile ‘below, the river
spun -into a mhlrlpool.celled "The Sguaw"; then through two miles of
flat country to e:chain’of low hills:where it nerrowed again to about
twenty feet. This was Vhite Horse Rarids, a good ¢uarter of a mile
long. 3 i . i LE 1D 17 BE
According to suthorities two hundred lives were lost in this stretch

of water through Files Canyon, The Sguaw and ¥ihite Horse ouring the

- summer of 1897. During the summer of 1898 the Mounted Folice permitted
- only those to go through who hireé a licensed pllot. Most goldseekers,
after looking over Miles~Canyon, unloaded and portaged their outfits
to a point below Vihite Horse Rapids and paid an Indian ten dollars to
take an empty boat through Plles Canyon, The Squaw and nhlte Horse
,Raplds.-u o s , " ery

Father left Dawson on the river steemer Robert Kear on the trip down.
the ¥wkon to 5t. Michael on June-the 20th, 1899, At St. Michael he
boarded the $5..Coronna and surprlsed everyone in Ferkland when he ar-
rived on July 20th 1899 : . g -

Much has been mritten avout the Klonoike Gola Rush An 1nterest1ng
book by Katbhryn VWinslow, "Big Fean-Out", .based lsrgely on two diaries
- willed to her by an old recluse who Went into the Klondike Region by
- way.--of Dyee, Chilkoot and the lakes in March and Aprll of 1898 is
availaule in most I'ublic Libraries. : ” bl
O h. .
atencils for this oeventy ~-fifth AnniverSQrJ zdition of "a Trip inﬁo
the Yukon Heb;on vy -Rev. L. Harstad, 1898 - 1899" were cut by the
undersigned in the month of aeptemoer 1973, and copies-made, mainly
so that grandchiildren and gresat grenachi]dren of Rev..E. harsted might
have the opportunity of possessing a copy.  Kev. B. Herstad survived
this memorgble trip- by 35 Jeers, and aled on. uune 2O, 1933 in Fdrkland
uashlngton.‘- _ .

Ad Olph I‘.\ . I'luI’Stcd
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