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Students take advantage of the sunshine outside of Xavier Hall. Photo by Jordan Hartman '02 

SEPTEMBER 

September 4. Noon 

Faculty libra ry Lia ison Luncheon 
U n iversity Center. Room 201 

September 7, 1 p.m. 

Common Reading Program Kick-Off: 
" Persepol is" by M a rj a n e  Satrap i  

A reception,  fo l lowed by a faculty 
p a n e l  and d iscu·ssion 
Univers ity Ce nter, CK 

September 8. 9 a.m. 

O p e n i n g  Convocation 

Olson Au d itor ium 

Sept. 9.  8 p.m. 

Norwegian pianist Knut Erik Jensen pres
ents " N ordic Elega nce," featuring p iano 
mu sic by N orwegian composers from 
1900-1950 
Lagerq u i st Concert H a l l  

September 1 0. 5:30 p.m. 

KPLU Art of Jazz 

Seattle Art Museum 

September 1 1 . 3 p.m. 

D ivision of Social  Sciences Lecture 
Xavier  Hal l ,  N ordquist Lecture H a l l  

September 1 1 .  6 p.m. 

N ight of M usical Theatre 

2009 Vocal Au d itions 

U n iversity Ce nter, Scan Center 

September 1 2. 6:30 p.m. 

N ight of M usical  Theatre 

2009 D a nce Audition s  

East C a mpus Gym 

September 1 5.1 1 :30 a.m. 

Lutheran Pu b l ic Pol icy Office Luncheon 

Paul Benz d iscusses the min istry and the 

legis lature 

U n iversity Ce nter, 201 

September 1 5, 6 p.m. 

Semester Away Returner Welcome 

H ong H a l l ,  M a i n  Lounge 

September 1 7. 7 p.m. 

Fi lm screening: "S in  by Si lence" 
Unive rs ity Center, CK 

September 21.. 4 p.m. 

Natura l  Sciences D ivision Summer 2009 
Undergraduate Research Program Poster & 
Ora l  Presentation Session 
Morken Center, Pu bl ic Events Room and 
Atr ium 

September 23. 9 a.m. 

Study Away Fair  
University Center, Regency Room 
and Room 206 

September 24, 7 p.m. 

Faith and  Reason Dia logue 

U n iversity Center, Scan Center 

OCTOBER 

October 1 -4 

H omecoming 2009: " Live from PLU" 
www.p/ua/umni.org 

October 4, 1-5 p.m. 

Neeb Center (KPLU) D e dication 

and  O p e n  H ouse 

PLU ca mpus  

October 5.  7 p.m. 

Br ian  N orman Presentation 
Xavier, 150 

October 8, 5:30 .p.m. 

KPLU Art of Jazz 
Seattle Art Museum 

October 9. 3 p.m. 

D ivision of Social. Sci ences Lecture 

Xavier, N ordq u ist Lecture H a l l  

October 1 1 ,  3 p.m 

The Lyric B ra ss Quintet performs Karin 
Rehnqvist's "Valv-Vaults" for B rass Quintet 

Lagerquist Concert H all 

October 1 2, 7 p.m. 

The Fifth An n u a l  D a l e  E. Benson LecttJre in  
B usiness and Econ omic H istory 
U n iversity Center, Sca n Center 

collti'lued on inside back cover 



• 

In ide 
Pacific Lutheran University Scene Fall 2009 Volume 40 Issue 1 

4 Here & Now 

8 Life of the Mind 

10 Why uncertainty and 
discomfort are not 
always bad things 
A PLU grad reflects on his time 

abroad and how it has changed 

the way he engages the world 

STORY: 

14 Class Acts 
The everyday triumphs, joys and 

challenges of eight dedicated 

educators - all Lutes - at a single 

bustling middle school 

20 The Arts 
PLU musicians tour China like 

rock stars 

A young girl whom Joshua Reiman met du ring 
his travels in India. See page 10 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR CLASS NOTES 

Greg Brewis Mari Peterson 

EOITOR EOITORIAL OFFICES 

Steve Hansen Hauge Administration 
Building #207 

MANAGING EDITOR 253-535-84 10 
Barbara Clements scene@p/u.edu 

Www.p/u.edu/scene 
WRITERS 

Greg Brewis 
Steve H a nsen  
Barbara C lements 
Joshua Reiman '03 
Tina Reindl '07 
Chris Albert 
Nick Dawson 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Jordan Hartman '02 

ART DIRECTOR 

Simon Sung 

ONLINE MANAGER 

Toby Beal 

Alethea Dozier '02 at the door of her c l assroom at Cascade Middle School. 

21 Giving Back 
The generous spirit of 

Norm Forness 

22 Attaway Lutes 
2009 PLU Athletic Hall of 

Fame inductees 

24 Alumni News 
& Events 
Homecoming 2009: Live from PLU! 

28 Alumni Profiles 

PlU OffiCERS OFFICE OF CONSTITUENT 
Loren J. Anderson RELATIONS 
President Lauralee Hagen '75, '78 

Executive Director 
Steven P. Starkovich 
Acting Provost and Dean Sumerl in Larsen '01 
of Graduate Studies Associate Director for 

Alumni and Parent 
Laura F. Maiovski Relations 
Vice President, 
Student Life and G Lee Kluth '69 
Dean of Students Director, 

Karl Stumo 
Congregation Relations 

Vice President, Nesvig Alumni Center 
Admission and Tacoma, WA 98447-0003 
Enrollment Services 253-535-7415 

SOO-ALUM-PLU 
Steve Olson wwwplua/umni.org 
Vice President 
Development and 
University Relations 

Sheri J. Tonn 
Vice President, 
Finance and Operations 

30 Alumni Class Notes 

40 Perspective 

Norm Forness, 
see page 21 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
Please direct any 
address changes to 
alumni@plu.edu or 
800-ALUM-PLU 

ON THE COVER 

Principal Isaiah Johnson 

'96 hugs one of his middle 

school students. Photo by 

Jordan Hartman '02 

@ Scene is printed on 
10 percent post-con-

sumer recycled paper using 

soy-based sustainable inks. 

The paper was manufactured 
at a Forest Stewardship 

Council-certified plant. 

Volume 40, Issue 1 

Scene ISSN 0886-3369) 

is published quarterly 

by Pacific Lutheran 

University, S. 1 21 st and 

Park Ave., Tacoma, WA., 

98447-0003. Periodicals 

postage paid at Ta co ma, 

WA, and additional 

maili ng offices. Address 

service requested. 

Postmaster: Send 

changes to Development 

Operations, Office of 

Development, PLU, 

Ta coma, WA, 98447-0003, 

deveops@plu.edu. 
© 2009 by Pacific 
Lutheran University 

PLU SCENE FAll 2009 J 



Big changes for 

ChristInas Concert 
schedule 

r the f irst t ime, PLU's a nnu al 
Ch ristmas Conce rts will have a 
Sea [[le ve nue that is a s  i nsp iri ng 

as the musi c: Be nar oya Hall. 
O n  M onday night, De c. 7, the Choir 

of the Wes t, Universi ry Ch orale a nd 
membe rs of the Univers iry Symph ony 
Or chest ra wi ll p rese nt joy ous a nthems, 
pr oces si onals , ca rols, narra tion a nd 
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au die nce p arti cipati on i n  Sea ttle 's pre
mie re mus ical ve nue, home of t he 
S �a [[l c Symp hony. Not only is t he larg
e r, a cous tica lly br illia nt hall a fitti ng 
s tage to s how ca se the tale nts of P LU's 
finest stu dent-musi cia ns, i t  w ill be a 
marvel ous opp ortu niry to introdu ce 
g rea te r  Seat tl� t o  P LU's sig na tu re mus i
cal ev ent. F rie nds a nd alum ni ofPLU, 

save the date - a nd be su re t o  b ri ng 
s ome fr ie nds. 

In Ta coma a nd P ortl a nd, the 
Ch ris tma s Concer t is als o m ov ing. O n  
campu s, p �rforma nces w ill take p la ce 

in P LU's Lager qu ist Concer t Hal l, itself a 
mag nif ice nt ve nue. To e nsu re tha t  m ore 
conce rtg oe rs ca n e njoy the smal le r, more 

i nti ma te ve nue, the concer t w ill ta ke 
pla ce on th ree da tes, De c. 6, 1 0  an d 11. 

In P ortla nd, the concer t w ill  sh ift to 
t he bea utiful Newma rk Thea te r  on De c. 
5. The cha nge in ve nue will all ow m ore 
frie nds a nd alum ni in the grea te r  
P ortla nd area t o  begi n the ir h ol iday sea
s on in the P LU sp iri t. 

M ore de tails , inclu ding ti cke t infor
ma ti on w il l  be available s oon a t  
WWtIJ. plu. edu/ christmas. 



Sidney Rittenberg 'The 
Revolutionary' 

id ney Rine nbe rg never pla nned 
[0 go [0 Ch ina. B u t P LU 's visit 
ing p rofesso r of Chi nese s tudies 

e nde d up liv ing the re fo r 35 years , 
be com ing th e o nly Ameri ca n  thought 
ro perso nally k now every Chi nese 
leader fro m  Mao Zedo ng [0 P res ide nr 
Jia ng Zem in. Eve n afte r bei ng w [Ong
fully jailed by the Chi nese gove rnme nr 
fo r 1 6  yea rs, R ine nberg remai ns dedi
ca ted [0 fosteri ng coope rat io n  be twee n 

Ch ina a nd the U.S. 

Ritte nbe rg has bee n as ked by more 
tha n a do ze n  fi lmmakers ro tel l  his 
sro ry. No w he has gra nted do cume n
tary filmma ke rs Lu cy Os tra nder a nd 

Don Selle rs of S[O urwa ter P ictu res the 
rig ht ro p rodu ce a fil m o n  his life. 

Along wit h  vet era n  CB S a nd PB S 
F ro ntli ne p ro d u ce r  Irv Oras nin, they 
a re p rodu cing "The Revolut io nary," a 
featu re-le ngt h the atr ical do cumenta ry 
about Ritte nberg's l ife .  

"This fil m  is very m u ch abou t Ch ina 
a nd t he Amer ica n e xperie nce in Ch ina 
a nd from a dep th a nd perspe ct ive we 
ra rely have the oppor tu ni ty ro e xpe ri

e nce, "  Dr as ni n  said. "It does n't ofte n 
ge t this perso nal o r  i nsig htfu l  o r  reveal
Ing 

P hase o ne of resea rch for "The 
Revolu tio nary" has bee n completed 
a nd i ncludes mo re tha n  20 hours of 
i nre rviews with Ritte nbe rg a nd his 
wife ,  Yu l in Ri tte nbe rg. Comple te tra n
s cripts a nd the re co rdi ngs of these 
i nrerviews are now ava ilable i n  

Mortved t Library. The ne xt p hase of the 
proje ct includes film ing i n  Chi na a nd 
a n  inte rnat io nal sear ch fo r rela ted his
tori cal material. 

P LU is ser ving as the fis cal home for 
the p roje ct. Ini tial fu nd -raisi ng effo rts 

have bee n led by Ta coma phila nt hropist 
Geo rge Russell a nd PLU Preside nt 
Lo re n  A nde rso n. To da te ,  more tha n  
$ 200,000 ha s bee n raised towa rd a total 
proje ct goa l of $ 700,000. 

"To pu t it  simply," A nde rso n said , 
" Sid ney Rine nbe rg 's s [O ry is to tally 
u nique, a nd it needs to be rold. The 
a rchi val mate rials already p rodu ced a re 
a resear ch treasure for s tu de nts a nd fa c
ul ty who seek [0 u nde rs ta nd the eme r
ge nce of mode rn Chi na. " 

Fo r more informat io n, [0 v iew cl ips or 
make a do na tio n  to th is proje ct, vis it 
WWtll. stourtvater. com/development. html. 

SEPTEMBER 9 
8 p.m. - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Norwegian pianist Knut Erik 
Jensen presents "Nordic 
Elegance," featuring piano 
music by Norwegian composers 
rarely performed in the United 
States. 

OCTOBER 11 
3 p.m. - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
The Lyric Brass Quintet will 
perform Karin Rehnqvist's 
"Valv-Vaults" for Brass Quintet 

OCTOBER 13 
8 p.m. - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
PLU's University Symphony 
Orchestra and conductor Jeffrey 
Bell-Hanson will perform Karin 
Rehnqvist's "Arktis-Arktis!" in 
an all-Nordic program to also 
include Sibelius' Violin Concerto 
performed by faculty violinist 
Svend Ronning. 

NOVEMBER 10 
8 p.m. - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
PLU's U niversity Symphony 
Orchestra and faculty flutist 
Jennifer Rhyne will perform Egil 
Hovland's "Concerto for Piccolo 
and Orchestra." Also on the pro
gram is a world premiere perform
ance of "Glaciers" by James Romig 
conducted by Jeffrey Bell-Hanson. 

MUSIC 

PLU honored for its 
international programs, 
new magazine, fund 
raising and more 

t'S bee n a year for heady a ccolades at 
P LU - all o n  a nat io nal level. The 
awards i ncluded re cog nitio n fo r e nvi-

ro nme ntal sus tai nabili ty, global edu ca
tio n prog rams, publi ca tio n prog ram 
imp roveme nt a nd fu nd ra is ing. 

In Mar ch, t he u nivers ity re cei ved a n  
awa rd from the EPA for pu rchas ing 
mo re gree n power tha n  a ny o ther s chool 
in the Northwes t Co nfere nce of the 
College & U nive rs ity G ree n Powe r 
Challe nge Champio nship p rog ram. 

P LU's pur chase of nearly 8 m illio n 
kilowa n-hours of g ree n powe r is the 
equ ivale nt amou nt of e lect rici ty nee ded 

of Scandinavia AT PLU 
A unique series of concerts and lectures will take 

place this fall with noted Scandinavian musicians 

performing and discussing their work. 

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION, VISIT 

www.plu.edu/music 
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continued 

co po wer 8 00 hom es in th e u.s. 
Just cwo weeks lat er, PLU r ec ei ved th e 

2009 S enacor Paul Simon A ward fo r 
Ca mpu s Int ernatio nal ization, a pr esti
g ious a ward tha t hono rs ours tanding 
effo rts on and off campus to engag e th e 
wo rld a nd th e in ternational co mmuni ty. 
PLU was th e firs t and only pri va te col
l eg e  in th e W es t  co r ecei ve thi s  honor . 

A vari ety of p rogr ams b rough t PLU 
in to consid era tion for this a war d. Th e 
uni versi ty h as focus ed on global schol
arsh ip fo r 30 y ear s, and mor e than 4 0  
p erc ent of i ts s tud en ts pa rticipa te in a t  
l eas t o ne study-a way program b efo r e  
th ey gradua te. Wi th th e suppo rt of th e 
Bill & M eli nda Ga tes Fo unda tio n, a $ 2  
millio n endo wm en t was s et up co h elp 
lo w-in com e s tud en ts s tudy a way . 
Fin ally, mo re than 3 5  Fulb right stud ent 
schol ar ship s ha ve b een a ward ed in th e 
past d ecad e co PLU scholar s. 

PLU's new magazine for prospective students, 'U: 

I n  May, th e Council for Ad van cem en t  
of Edu cation, CASE, a ward ed PLU' s 
new U mag azin e, which i s  s ent to 

prosp ec ti ve s tud en ts, a gol d m edal fo r 
b es t  imp ro ved publica tion in th e nation 
thi s  y ear . 

Fi nally th er e was th e extraordina ry 
Ju ne announc em en t  tha t  PLU has b een 
a ward ed a 2009 Council for th e 
Ad vanc em ent and Su ppor t of 
Educa tio n-W ea lth Engin e A wards fo r 
Educa tional Fu ndrai sing. This a ward 
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honor s sup erior fund raising programs 
in th e Unit ed Stat es. PLU was s el ect ed 
to r ec ei ve th e o verall p erformanc e 
a ward, ba sed o n  an analysis by CAS E of 
thr ee y ears of fund raising by th e uni ver
sity . Th e CASE a ward co ver ed th e fund 
raisi ng y ears spanning 2006 th rough 
2008 to talling mor e than $4 5 million 

and mor e than 50,000 gif ts .  
In con sid ering th e programs, CAS E 

judg es u sed s everal fac tors to r ecog ni ze 
ins titurions including thos e tha t sho w 
solid program gro wth, br ead th in th e 
ba se of suppor t and ot her indica tion s 
of a ma tur e, well-main tai ned program. 
Som e of th e gif ts du ri ng that tim e 
includ ed fu nds earmar ked fo r th e 
Mork en C ent er, th e Wang C en ter, PLU 's 
nursing program, Eas tvold r eno vatio ns, 
int ernational studi es and an endo wed 
chair fo r Ho locaust studi es .  

Curricular refonn 
ensures continued 
educational excellence 

ha t i t  m eans co b e  a well 
edu ca ted p erson may s eem 

immutabl e. It' s no t. 
G eneral edu cation prog rams evol ve 

slo wly , pun ctua ted occa sionally by 
mom ents of signi fican t r evis io n. On e of 
thos e mom ents bor e frui t this fall  at 
PLU wh en th e faculty in troduc ed n ew 
s tud en ts to t he r evis ed g en eral ed uca 
t ion program of cou rs ewo rk that is 
r equir ed fo r every stud ent to gradua te. 

"I t al ways str eng th ens a u ni versity, 
an d th e ed uca tional exp eri enc e of stu
d ents, when th e fa culty paus es to look 
at th e purpos es and s tra tegi es for pro
viding high-quality educa tion," said 

Pro vos t Pa tricia O 'Conn ell Kill en. 
Ra th er than cor e r equir em en ts or  

g en eral uni versi ty r equ ir em en ts, th e 
n ew standards ha ve b een conc ei ved of 
and o wn ed by th e faculty as a f ully 
i n tegra ted program. 

"Wi th our n ew G en eral Educatio n 
Program, stud ents will b ett er ap pr eciat e 
th e impor tanc e of th is cour sework to 
t heir ed ucatio n and their o verall goal 
fo r uni versity study," Kill en said. 

On e major chang e in th e program is 
tha t  ea ch a cad emic unit r espo nsibl e for 

an el em ent of g en eral education has 
pro vid ed a cl ear d escription of th e pur
pos e of that el em ent. 

"S tud en ts wi ll mor e r eadily see ho w 
g en eral educat ion in tegrally r elat es co 
th eir majo r s  and m inors, th eir pa rticu
la r ed uca tion al go als and th ei r  car eer 
goals," Kill en said . 

S u r veys of alumni o ver d ecad es ha ve 
sho wn tha t, a f ew y ears af ter gradua
tion, PLU alumni r epor t tha t  th ey wish 

th ey had tak en mor e g en eral education 
co urs es .  

"Through g en eral educa tion, stud en ts 
ga in capaci ti es for crit ical analy sis , ver
bal and wri t ten expr ess ion, approach
ing probl ems from multipl e p ersp ec
ti ves and a rgum en ta tion," Kill en said . 

"Tha t gi ves th em imagina ti ve capaci
ty, s kills in qu estioning and th e ab il ity 
to b e  abl e to ma ke sens e of th e rapidly 

changing si tua tions in which th ey find 
th ems el ves, wha tever t heir l ife or car eer 

choic es." 
Fo r compl ete bac kground on th e 

G en eral Ed uca tion Program , vis i t 
wwwpltt.edtt/-gened/ 

Make it 80 Fulbrights 
hi s fall, Abig ai l  Fagan '09 , will 
ma ke h er way to G ermany co 
t each Engli sh a s  th e 8 0th 

Fulbright Stud en t  Fello w f rom PLU. 
" I  want ed co pur su e  this for c wo hug e 

r eason s," Fagan said . "On e - I want to 
sp eak b etter G erma n and wha t  b ett er 
way to do that than to c el ebr ate lan

guag e wi th G erman s tud en ts of English. 
"Th e s econd r ea son is - l'm r eally b ad 

a t  chang e. I don 't l i ke chang e, b ut I 
al ways l ear n so much abou t mys elf 
through n ew exp eri en ces. I 'm r eally 
exci ted to l earn abou t G ermany th rough 
thos e sorts of cha ng es in en vironm en t  

a nd exp eri enc es. " 
PLU gradua tes ha ve ga ined th e r epu

tatio n of s trong plac em en t  and par tici
pa tion in th e U.S . Fulbright Stud en t  
Fello wship - i n  2007 PLU was on e of 
th e top four ma sters-l evel insti tu tio ns 
wi th r egard co t he numb er of stud ents 

cu rren tly pa rticipat ing in th e pr es ti
g ious fello wship. 

Sponsor ed by th e U .S .  Depar tm en t  of 
S ta te a nd nam ed for U .S. S ena to r J. 



William Fulbright o f  Arkan sa s, th e 
Fulb right prog ram wa s establ ish ed in 
1946 to "in cr ea se mu tual und erstand ing 
b et ween th e p eopl e o f  th e Uni ted Stat es 
and th e p eopl e o f  o th er coun tri es. "  

"Th e  Fulbrigh t Fello wship is an id eal 
mat ch with th e global fo cu s o f  th is univ er
si ty," said Troy Stor fjell , a ssistan t pro fessor 

o flanguag es and li teratur es, and th e un i
v er sity 's Fulb righ t prog ran 1 adv iser. 

Th e fir st Fulb rig ht S tud en t Fello wship 
a ward ed to a PLU stud en t  wa s in 19 7 5. 

What to do with a 
whale skeleton? 

ha t do you do wh en you 
sudd enl y  find you rsel f  in 

po ssession o f  a gray whal e 
sk el eton ;l Wh en a PLU bio logy pro f and 

a few stud ent s wer e con front ed with the 
probl em, th ey wen t to Ama zon. com. 
And su re eno ugh , ther e wa s a boo k 
call ed "Ho w  to Cl ean a Whal e. "  

To find out th e whol e story - and 
wha t, exa ctly, they ar e go ing to do with 

a ll tho se bon es - wa tch th e vid eo 
tIlWW. pitt. edu/ whale-bones. 

New endowed chair in 
education created 

n ew endo wed chai r ha s b een cre
at ed in th e S chool o f  Edu ca tion 
and Mov em en t S tudi es - th e 

Jolita Hylland B en son Endo wed C hai r in 
El em entar y Edu cation . 

Fund ed by Dal e and Joli ta B en son 
through Th e B en son Family Foundation 

o f  Portland, Or e., th e ina ugural appoint
m ent to th e Joli ta Hyllan d B en son Chai r is 
L eon (L enny ) R ei sb erg , pro fessor in th e 
Departm en t  o flnstru cc ional Dev elopm en t  
and L ead er sh ip in th e S chool o f  Edu cation 
and Mov em ent Studi es. 

Dal e and Jo lita B en son bo th att end ed 

PLU and gradua ted in 1963. Dal e 
earn ed a BA in h i story and th en a ma s
t er 's d eg ree and a do ctorat e from th e 
Univ er sity o f  Main e. He ha s had a long 
and su ccessful car eer in th e finan cial 
indu stry. He i s  a m emb er o f  th e un iv er
si ty' s Board o f  R eg en ts. 

Jol ita graduat ed from th e S chool o f  
Edu ca tion and ha s d ed icat ed h er li fe to 
ed u cat ing childr en .  Th roughou t h er 

A r esear ch 
pap er co
aut ho red by 
Chung Shing
Lee, a sso ciat e 
pro fesso r  o f  bu s i 

, JilWll'lftllllt n ess, ha s b een 
sel ect ed a s  on e o f  th e 50 b est a rti
cl es o f  th e 15,000 r ev iewed 
th roughou t 2008 by th e Em erald 

Manag em ent R evi ews. Th e pap er, 
t itl ed "Th e DNA o fIndu str ial 
Comp etito rs" and publi sh ed in t he 
R esea rch Techno logy 
Manag em ent, earn ed an Em erald 
Manag em ent R evi ews C itat ion o f  
Excell en ce. 

Maria Chavez, a ssi sta nt p ro fes
so r o f  politi cal sci en ce, co

au thor ed "Sho uld I Stay or S hould 
I Go ? Explain ing why mo st 
Mexi can im migrant s ar e choo sing 
to r emain p erman ently in th e U.S. " 

Th e a rti cl e  wa s pub lish ed in t he 
jou rnal La tino Studi es. It i s  th e 
fourt h a rt icl e  sh e ha s co -au tho red 
sin ce joining PLU in 2006. 

Andrew 
Finstuen, a ssi s
tant pro fesso r o f  
rel ig ion , ha s writ
ten "Original S in 

and Ev eryday 
P ro t estant s: Th e 

Th eology o f  R ein hold N iebuhr , 
Billy Graham , and Paul Tilli ch in 
an Ag e o f  An xiety. " Publi sh ed by 

car eer Jol ita exhib ited un iqu e gi ft s  for 
r ecogni zing th e n eed s o f  ch ildr en and 
prov id ing th em th e su pport and po si
t iv e  r egard that allo wed th em to flour
ish . Th eJol ita Hylland B en son Cha ir 
exist s to advan ce these goal s fo r ch il 

dr en today and into th e futur e. 
In 2004 a g ift from th e B en son Fam ily 

continued on page 37 

th e Un iv er sity o f  No rth Carol ina 
P ress, it will b e  r el ea sed Nov. IS, 
2009. 

Doug Page, sen 
ior d ev elopm en t  

dir ecto r o f  gi ft 
planning , ha s b een 
nam ed Pr esid en t  
o f  th e A sso ciat ion 
o f  Lu th eran 

Dev elopm en t  O ffi cer s (A LDE), on e 
o f  th e nation 's l eading o rgani za
t ion s o f  C hr istian fund rai sing pro
fessional s wi th m emb ersh ip o f  mor e 
than 9 00 th roughout t he US and 

Canada. 
Paul Ingram, 

p ro fesso r em erit us 
o f  R el igion, pub
l i sh ed a n ew book 
titl ed "Th e Pro cess 
o f  Buddhi st
Ch ri stian 

Dialogu e." I t  i s  publi sh ed by 
Ca scad e Book s. Ing ram 's 2008 book , 
Buddhi st-Chri stian Dialogu e in an 
Ag e o f  S ci en ce, will b e  th e subj ect o f  
a pan el di scu ssion at th e annual 
m eeting o f  th e So ci ety for Buddhi st
C hri stian S tudi es in Nov emb er. 

John Moritsugu, p ro fesso r  o f  p sy
chology, co -autho red "Comm un ity 

P sy chology , 4 th Edition ," with F. 
Wong and K. Du ffy. The t ext, 
publ ished by Bo ston, Allyn and 
Ba con, wa s rel ea sed in th e sp ring 
o f2009.  
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I 
sat in one of my first classes at the University of 
Westminster in London flummoxed. It was days since the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. I I, and a European student sitting 
in the back of the lecture hall raised her hand and put forth 

to our professor: "What happened in New York and Washington, 
D.C.,  is horrible, but didn't the United States kind of have it 
coming?" 

In hindsight, I chuckle at how stunned and offended I was to 
hear such a frank assessment. I would have l iked to see my face 
at that moment: wide-eyed, jaw hanging open. At the time I was 
trying to find my bearings in a foreign land, not to mention 
totally overmatched in my knowledge of U.S.  foreign policy. I 
was l iving in an unfamiliar country for the first time, surrounded 
by people from all over the globe (to illustrate, I shared a flat 
with a Brit, Jamaican, Japanese and rwo Chinese students). I had 
little conception of the perspectives my peers held toward the 
United States and, to add complexity to an already green and 
overwhelmed boy, I was transitioning in the aftermath of 
Sept. 11. That moment effectively served as my princi ple 
mOment of "culture shock" during my study away experience at 
PLU. 

London led me to Valencia, Spain, fol lowing graduation, which 

led me to a job with the American Red Cross and a volunteer 
position with the World Affairs Council of Seattle. These experi
ences evemually guided me to India as a consultant on corporate 
social responsibility for the Confederation of Indian Industry. 

For my part, the impact of living overseas has been most pro
foundly felt in the recognition (hat my l ife - along with its 
achievemems, disappointments and every day challenges - forms 
bur a small drop in the ocean of humanity. My time overseas 
has invariably altered my constitution, leading me to redefine 
success and failure, disti nguish my genuine needs from wants, 
and identi�' the liberties I so freely enjoy and often take for 
granted . 

Possibly the most cherished takeaway I can claim is an enhanced 
capacity to empathize. By subjecting myself to a wider array of 
novel human experiences, different standards of living, l ifestyles, 
events, emotions and perspectives, I have increased my chances 
of understand ing the joys and hardships experienced by others 
throughout the world. This will inherently lead me not only 
toward being a more effective professional, but also a more com
plete human being. 

Most people who travel to a foreign country inevitably have a 
striking moment during that first trip such as my own, where 



rhey abruptly recognize rhe differences between rheir new locale 
and rheir homeland. No marrer how ir occurs, ir serves as rhe 
principle moment, one of hundreds or rhousands ro come. which 
begin ro influence and shape who you are. whom you will 
become and mosr imporranriy, how rhar changing person will 
interacr wirh rhe world. 

A friend remarked while visiring me in India rhar I don'r wear 
rhe same rose-colored glasses anymore. His observarion may be 
rrue. A certain harsh realiry serries in afrer seeing dire poverry 
and brural social inequiry firsr hand. knowing rhar rhere are indi
viduals who rake advamage of rhese siruarions ar orhers' expense 
and my own seemingly helplessness in rhe face of ir all. 

Bur whar rhese experiences have provided is rhe opponuniry ro 
connecr in a deep. meaningful way wirh people from every cor
ner of rhe world. all having walked varied parhs in life and 
shared differem srories. I have been forced [Q rake a deeper. 
nuanced view of humaniry. 

Norhing embodies rhis rrurh more rhan rhe family who lived 
down rhe pam from my aparrmem in Arjun Negar. one of New 
Delhi's numerous poor, densely packed communiries. lr is a fairly 
rypical Delhi neighborhood. The narrow, din roads busde wirh 
mororcycle and foor rraffic abour 20 hours a day and you can » 



Why '/1 ':II., 11/1/1 and �; '()/J!O/I 
are not always bad things 

find juSt about anything you need at its coundess li[[ie family
run shops. This family would have me over for chai whenever I 
was willing ro srop by for a few minures and char. The father 
was a driver, or chauffeur, with a big grin, amiable nature, a 
slight frame and questionable drinking habits. The marher was 
extremely reserved and said little. His (wo sons were also drivers . 
His lone daughter was IS-years-old, gifted with an infectious 
smile and a contagious spirit, but had not been in school for a 
couple of years. She often made and served the chai I would 
share with her father. Her father explained ro me she had been 
taken out of school because there was no need for her ro a[[end 
anymore. 

Ir is not difficuLt ro read about the challenges facing Indians 
roday: a stagnant literacy rate, deficient infrasrructure, environ
mental degradation, poor sanitation, malnourishment, repression 
of its women and a domineering caste system. It is a much more 
tangible reality when you are sirring and talking ro one of the 
families where such challenges apply. I cannot fairly describe the 
humility I often felt talking with my neighbor's daughter, whose 
English was the best in the family. I came ro India excited for 
the prospect of adventure, cultural immersion and professional' 
growth, whereas her avenues for a complete education had 
already been scutried during her adolescence withour her inpur. 
Her life's path had most likely already been decided by her male 
efders. 

I think of this, and then I think of the day I met with the execu-
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tive director of an international foundation early on during my 
time in India ro discuss their development priorities. After a 
congenial conversation, he looked me straight in the eye and 
said frankly: 

"Listen, in truth, nothing is going to really change in India until 
your average Indian, sruck at a traffic light, sees the poor woman 
on the corner whose naked children are running up to cars and 
rickshaws begging for food or money, and doesn't think, 'At least 
my children are be[[er off than hers.'" 

r 
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tm 

rurh n thin 

1 "I 

hi! 

t r 11 

lndi 

[han h 

n 

He wasn't speaking pessimistically, nor did he come across as an 
elitist who thought his own people were incapable of compas
sion or progress. He simply was telling the honest rruth as he 
saw it; a truth that was hard for me ro swallow. I wondered how 
long it rook for a society ro overcome such repression. Moreover, 



I considered that more developed countries like my own may 
still be guilty of similarly disdainful attitudes. 

These are but a flash of my own experiences. There are many 
people I have encountered who have enriched my life in 
immeasurable ways merely through our simple human connec
tions. The rickshaw wallah who has been driving through the 
smog-choked srreets of Delhi for 15 years, supporting his family 
of five; a 42 year-old Valencian businessman who continues to 
work on his English one night a week because he knows he will 
need it increasingly more in the coming years; twO Ecuadorian 
sisters, four years apart, both now single mothers and raising 
their children with the suppOrt of their parents and five siblings. 
All of them have provided an insight into a slice of the world I 
did not know or understand before. 

My story is not unique. The dynamic evolution of globalization 
has made this journey increasingly common among both stu
dents and working professionals, all the while becoming an 
essential component to the functioning of the world's 
economies. In fact, the number of students studying abroad 
increased 144 percent between 1995-2005 according to the 
Institute for International Education. 

When I set Oll[ for my semester abroad in London during the 
fall of 200 I, I didn't have the slightest clue that my experience 
would be the impetus for an adult life focused largely around 
international affairs and living overseas. My life has been forever 
altered by that initial experience. A growing number of people, 
guided by divergent motives and means, are traversing the globe 
for a wider array of reasons: business meetings, professional 
advancement, volunteer opportunities, vacations, surgeries, uni
versity education - not to mention visiting friends and family. 
With each experience I have gained slightly more depth and per
spective of the world I inhabit. These experiences have also 
served to shape the person I am when eventually I resume my 
life back in the United States. 

In the end, my journeys amidst the often confusing, beautiful 
mess of an increasingly globalized world have made me more 
intrigued by the diversity of humanity and our ways of surviv
ing. While I doubt I'll ever tire from exploring the differences 
that exist between groups of people, I am equally inclined to 
know what bridges our differences. One thing I am sure of - I 
have seen it in the eyes and felt it in the affection of people from 
India to Spain and Peru to Tacoma - there is a human spirit that 

we all share, capable of communicating across language barriers, 
through the walls of history and demographic division we tend 
to assume separates us. 

Of all the anecdotes and perspective-shifting experiences I came 
away with from spending time overseas, I am convinced the one 
most responsible for catalyzing globalization is the power of 
shared human experience. Not only have most countries found 
that globalization facilitates their economic growth, but their 
leaders and ordinary citizens have consistently found friends and 
partners in different corners of the globe with whom they share 
common interests and goals. These human connections have 
encouraged further investment and cooperation. It is the gift of 
sharing one's culture and space, being increasingly experienced 
by people across our globe that gives me hope. It is this deep, 
resonating impression on the soul that catches people off guard 
at first, but which ultimately motivates each of us to continue 
the invigorating journey of discovering the intricate dimensions 
of our world. � 

Joshua Reiman recently began his Masters degree in Global 
Communication and International Development at The George 
Washington University in Washington, D. C He can be reached at 

josh rei man @gmail.com. 
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o ld ant 0 teach hormone-laced, 
ary-pu h g, ce, 

nage 
ddle at's 

THEIR NUMBER INCLUDES EIGHT PLU 
GRADUATES who have shown an 
uncommon passion for teaching, for 
making a difference in the world and, 
in some cases, for becoming surrogate 
parents to students in a school with a 
43 percent free-lunch rate. 

Some of these Lutes left high-paying 
jobs for this career. For others, teaching 
at the Auburn, Wash., school was their 
first choice. Most are up at 5 a.m. dur
ing the school year. Most coach after 
school. Some don't finish the day until 
midnight, after papers are graded. 

All of them chose this profession, 
these grades and this school. 

None has any plans to leave. 

.6Iim •• Dri .. ..t .... J Joh on's 

Isaiah Johnson '96 is at his desk, 
weeding through e-mails that have 
grown exponentially since the 37-year
old walked out the school doors at 7 
p.m. the night before. 

"There are just never enough hours 
in the day," he says, as the first sounds 
of students arriving can be heard. 

Behind Johnson on the wall is a 
poster of President Barack Obama 
with his familiar campaign slogan, 
"Yes We Can." The image and the 
message resonate with Johnson for 
multiple reasons. Like Obama, he's a 
first: the first African-American princi
pal in the Auburn School District. This 
is also his first year as a principal. 

He says "Yes We Can" also resonates 
because, "It reminds me, 'Yes I Can' 
and 'Yes We Can' build this school." 

It was on a basketball court that 
Johnson first felt his calling. He had 
been bouncing around different 
majors while a PLU student, unsure 
what he wanted to do with his life. 
The dean of students at the time, Erv 
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Severtson '55, suggested Johnson work 
as a counselor for a youth basketball 
camp. 

"I had a blast working with kids," 
Johnson says. 

He was hooked - he had found his 
passion. 

r. 

Aaron Lee '02, has just arrived at his 
classroom from his South Hill home in 
Puyallup, 30 miles away. He has about 
10 minutes before students in his spe
cial education class begin to wander 
in. He usually uses this time to prepare. 
Or at least think. 

First, he'd planned to become a 
social studies teacher, but the special 
education position in the district was 
the only one available. So he took it. 
Now, Lee, 32, doubts he'd want to 
teach in any other discipline. He gets 
to know - really know - the 11 stu
dents assigned to his class each year. 
They range from an autistic young boy 
who won't utter a sound to a girl who 
will probably be mainstreamed into 
the regular classroom soon. 

At first the pay was tough, he 
admits. He was pulling in about $2,200 
a month, if that. But now that he's up 
the pay scale, it's better. 

"My friends might be making more 
money than I, but they are not happy 
with their jobs," he says. 

As the students come in, they quickly 
focus on Lee, who starts by asking 
them to write and talk about their 
favorite food and why. French fries 
and pizza top the lists. 

Next, they break into small groups 
with aides and start working on math 
and reading. Lee takes the two tough
est cases for himself: Sarah and Carlos. 
Sarah has had a bad night and keeps 



Principal Isaiah Johnson '96 goes through 
his mountain of morning e-mails before 
students arrive for the day. 

falling asleep on the desk. Lee said he 
feels the girl has some medical issues 
that need tending, but they can't get 
her mother to show up for the doctor's 
appointments. 

Carlos is awake and quick to help Lee 
make change for an imaginary $10 bill. 
But this is the first time he's shown up 
for class in awhile. Lee never knows 
whether he'll disrupt the entire class or 
be the star pupil. 

cade Middl 1 

Johnson is out and about, two-way 
radio in hand, roaming the hallways 
and courtyards of Cascade, keeping a 
watchful eye on his students. 

"I like to be visible in the hallway," 
he says. "I haven't been able to do 
enough of that this year." 

He high-fives students as they pass 
by and once the class bell rings, he 
checks to make sure the hallways are 
empty. He likes it that way - it means 
the students are in class. 

"This is what it's supposed to be 
like," Johnson says. "Quiet." 

Most of the 21 students in the class 

of Alethea Dozier ' 02 are interested in 
today's lesson on the Holocaust, as 
well as the Japanese internment camps 

during World War II. Others are asleep 

on their desks, heads on crossed arms. 
Others are eating breakfast, which 

Dozier allows. She knows many face 
an empty fridge at home. 

Dozier, 32, is responsible for more 

than 100 eighth graders each year. 
She's also raising, as a single mother, 
five children of her own, ages 4 
through 14. Budgets are tight, time is 
even tighter, but she makes it work. 
She even finds time to lead a Young 
Life group. She's up around 5 a.m. and 
home about 8 p.m. She then grades 
papers once the youngest are in bed, 

until around 11 p.m. 
When the bell rings the students 

head out the door. Dozier stands 
there, allowing the students out while 
looking for strays from her next class. 

"They'll get to right there," she says, 
pointing about five feet away. "And 
then turn around if I don't catch them. 

She eyes one last student, loitering 
before the bell rings, and calls to him. 
She then shuts the door. 

» 
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Assistan Principal 

Tad Heinen '96 spends plenty of his 
time disciplining students. That's part 
of the job. Not the part he enjoys, but 
he sees himself as what troubled stu
dents need to get through another 
year. 

AssTlblnt Principal Tad Heinen '96loob 
DYer the shoulder of seventh·grader me 
laotllin the computer lab. 

Although many students have heard 
his message over and over again, for 
many, it just hasn't clicked yet. 

"We don't want you to go down the 
wrong path," he tells those students. 

In his office, Heinen tries to display 
pieces of his personality. There's half of 
an old engine piston on his desk acting 
as a pencil-and-pen holder. It came 
from his father's automotive shop. It 
had been his grandfather's before 
that, but his father always told him he 
did that work so Heinen wouldn't 
have to. 

He shares the story with the stu
dents, if they ask. 

1II.t.l���, M Homfeldt' ei hth 

"No, no and no," Steve Homfeldt '89 
barks out to the group of students sur
rounding him. "And whatever you're 
going to ask: no." 
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The 35 eighth-graders know he's kid
ding, so they continue to pepper him 
with questions. 

Homfeldt, has asked his class to 
chronicle a road trip of sorts, asking 
them to plot a course to Eastern 
Washington and back, estimating gas 
mileage and the cost for hotels, food 
and entertainment. He also wants an 
essay written. Due by next Tuesday. 

The class groans. 
Hanging! on the walls are football 

and baseball memorabilia. There is a 
life-size, signed, Ichiro Suzuki cutout 
that seems to be staring at Homfeldt's 
collections of barf bags hanging on 
allother wall. 

"Instead of post cards, I ask me stu
dents to send me these," he says. He's 
going for the world record of 3,307. 

"When people find out what I do, 
they think I have a bit of a screw loose 
to teach this age," he says. Homfeldt, 
42, completed his 17th year in teach
ing, 16 of them at Cascade. He also 
teaches band and coaches the football 
team. 

"I can wait." 

acDougaU' 
guage arts c 

With those three words, silence 
drops on the class of Joel MacDougall 
'97. 

The 25 students know that for every 
second they continue to jabber, that 
time will be taken from lunch break or 
added to the last hour of the day. 

When they quiet, MacDougall, 34, 
reviews the basic concepts of "Where 
the Red Fern Grows." What is the 
name of the two dogs? The main char
acter? What gave Billie the idea to buy 
dogs in the first place? 

One student points out a typo on 
the handout. 

"Great, I'll change that next year," 
MacDougall respond's. 

This is MacDougall's fourth year of 
teaching, after a seven-year career in 
broadcast journalism. Though the job 
and the money was good, MacDougall 
started to chafe. What difference was 
he making by giving! the sports report 
each night? 

So he decided to go back to school to 
get his masters and start teaching. His 
wife is supportive, he said. His friends 
are another matter. Just then he's 
interrupted, for about the fourth time. 

"Mr. MacDougall, I've got Brian's spit 
on me!" 

Not everyone is cut out to be a mid
dle school teacher, he admits. But he 
absolutely loves the age. His second 
year of teaching, he remembers 
absolutely hating the profession. But 
he pushed through and, by the fourth 
year, it all began to click. 

seade ddle S 001 

Scott Weide '00 sticks out in the 
lunchroom. As students fill the large 
cafeteria, Weide wanders into the 
school wearing shorts and a PLU T
shirt. On his back in a toddler carrier is 
10-month old Zoe. She has dad's smile. 
She couldn't be happier to make an 
appearance at school. 

Although the biology teacher is on 
paternity leave, Weide and his daugh
ter make the trip to school for lunch 
everyday. They have a recycling pro
gram to run. 

The students enjoy seeing Zoe and 
wave to her as they line-up to separate 
their lunch recyclables. Zoe waves back 
with a smile. 

Weide doesn't have to do this. But, 
he started the program. And he enjoys 
getting the students excited about 
"green" efforts, such as salmon 
restoration and water-quality testing 
near the school. 

"Education has to be relevant to 
their community," Weide says. "Show 
them and not just teach out of a 
book." 

dl School 

Aaron Lee is looking for Carlos. 
About 15 minutes ago, an aide invit

ed the eighth-grader to go for a walk 
with her around the track to burn off 
some energy. That lasted about two 
minutes. 

For Carlos, who is finishing up his 
time at Cascade in special education, 
sometimes it's lik.e that. Sometimes it's 
take a stroll. Other times it's hide-alld
seek. 

Lee's frustration sparks through his 
brown eyes. He honestly doesn't know 
what's to become of Carlos when he 
leaves Cascade. His family is homeless 
now, li,ving in a hotel. Carlos admires 
an older brother, who is now in prison. 
The tolerance here for his sometimes 
violent outbursts may be a thing of 
the past next year. 

Lee finds Carlos strolling toward the 
400 building. 



P.E. teacher Dan McNeese '08 shows 
eighth-graders Andrew Carson and 
Morgan Warren the finer points of 

..... .,�:. pickleball. 

"Carlos, come ta l k  with me and let's 
d iscuss what you need from us over 
the next n i ne days," he te l ls the boy, 
whose height a l lows him to look Lee 
stra ight i n  the eye. 

r. 

The eighth-grade PE cl ass taught 
by Dan McNeese '06 is short one 
p'layer for  a game of p ickl eba l l, so 
McNeese, 26, joins a tea m and starts 
swatting at the baH.  

McNeese says that. as a beg i n n i ng 
teacher, he doesn't get m uch in pay. 
B ut he abso l utely has the best jo b  he 
can th i n k  of. 

On the way back i nto the gym, 
McNeese greets Steve Hol mfeldt, 
who was his footbal l  coach when 
McNeese attended Cascade .  

"At first thoug h t  I wanted to teach 
h i g h  school, " he said, herd i n g  the 
students i nto the locker room. "But 
once I got here, I d i d n 't wa nt to 
leave . "  

• . Case de ddle 
�. 

Isaiah Joh nson is watc h i ng Da n 
McNeese take h i s  last c lass out on 
the field. The co urtyard is  clear, 
a n d  most of the school is on a f ield 
tr ip  to the Pacific Science Center 
in Seatt le .  It is  a rare moment of 
quiet at Cascade Middle Schoo l .  

J o h nson is ti red, but it's a content
ed t i red. 

He ta l ks about h is goal  of bu i ld ing 
a school where every staff member, 
student and pa rent takes an invested 
i nterest in the school's success. 

"We're gett i n g  there s lowly, but 
su rely, "  he says. 

They are n 't there yet and Johnson 
says he's made his share of mistakes. 
But he t h i n ks they are on the 
r ight track. "I've learned a lot t h i s  
year, "  he says. "It h a s  n o t  been 
easy." 

He says even the bad days a re 
worth it, si nce he firm'ly believes that 
middle scho o l  is  the last best cha nce 
to reach kids.  Especi a l ly students 
dea l i ng with troubled home l i fe, 
gangs a n d  poverty. 

"I t h i n k  this is our last chance 
with them, not that it can't happen 

at high school .  But it's a lot less 
l i kely. "  
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Th e g e n e rous  sp i rit of N o rm Fo rn ess  

i th so m e  book s you do n 't 
ha ve any thing l i ke th e co m
pl ete story un til  you fini sh 

th e final chap ter. So it wa s wi th th e life 
of Norm Forn ess, who pa ssed away la st 
April. 

Aft er graduating from Pacifi c 
Lu th eran Coll eg e  in 19 58, Forn ess pur
su ed gradua te studi es, culmi na ti ng 

wi th th e Ph.D. in hi story from P enn 
Stat e. He joi n ed th e hi story d epar tm en t  
a t  G etty sburg Coll eg e  in 1 964 a nd 
taught th er e  for 36 y ear s. 

He wa s r em emb er ed by a coll eagu e a s  
a teach er, scholar, admi ni strator, m en
tor, fai thful chur ch att end ee a nd lo ver 

o f  hi sto ri cal archi tectur e who wa s 
m eti culou s in hi s approa ch to 
a cad emic s. 

Forn ess wa s born in Minot, N.D. ,  but 
sp ent mo st o f  hi s youth in Puyallup 

and Sum n er, �'a sh . He cam e from a 
family of mod est m ean s. Hi s broth er 
onc e d escrib ed th e family hom e a s  a 
chi cken coop, and said Norm wa s 
known to br eak gum in two a nd sa ve 

half a stic k to mak e it  go furth er. 
A fellow 1958 PLC alumnu s, Da ve 

B ern tsen, k n ew Forn ess w ell. B er nt sen 
r etir ed i n  1999 aft er a car eer in th e uni
ver sity'S offi c e of d evelopm ent a nd wa s 

a found er of Q Club. 
B ern tsen said Forn ess lo ved th e 

Northw est and PLU, and r eturn ed to 
vi si t of ten.  He wa s a r egular a t  hom e

coming, a lo ng ti m e m emb er of Q Club 
and tri ed to stay in vol ved wi th th e u ni
ver si ty in spit e o f l i ving at such a di s

tanc e. 
No t long ago For n ess call ed B ern tsen 

and said, H\Vhy don' t w e  g et our cla ss to 
gi ve $ 1 00, 000 to PLU? I'll gi ve $ 1 0, 000 
i f  you will." I n  addit ion to th eir own 
gi ft s, th e two organiz ed a campaign to 
rai se th e $1 00, 000 fo r th e occa sio n of 
th e 50t h an ni ver sary o f  th eir gradua
tion in th e fal l of 2 008 . 

"Th e whol e thing wa s Norm's id ea 
a nd i t  all cam e  fro m  hi s g en erou s spirit. 
No on e kno ws thi s, bu t h e  wa s so d eter
min ed to succ eed that h e  pu t up an 
a no nymou s gift - an add itional 

$ 1 0, 000 - to b e  th e la st mo n ey rai sed 
should w e  g et within stri king di stanc e 
of our goal, " B er n tsen said. 

At th e r eunion, 130 of th eir 200 cla ss
ma tes w er e  in a tt enda nc e, including 
curr en t  PLU r eg ent s N eal Arn tson and 
Carol Quigg. Th e cla ss had rai sed 
almo st $7 0,000. 

B ern tsen d escrib ed Forn ess a s  a cau
tiou s, qui et p ro fessor typ e who too k 

gr eat car e of him sel f after ha vi ng a 
h eart probl em in early 2008 . By th e 
tim e  of th e r eunion, hi s cla ssma tes 

notic ed that h e  seem ed to look h ealthi
er tha n h e  d id wh en h e  wa s a stud ent. 

Th en everyth ing cha ng ed. I n  mid
F ebruary Forn ess had a h eart a ttack. It 
wa s sever e enough that hi s h eart could 
not b e  compl et ely r epair ed. Th en, in 
quic k succ ession h e  
had a strok e, d evel
op ed p n eumonia a nd 
wa s diagno sed with pa n cr eatic can-
cer that had spr ead to o th er organ s. 

"Norm call ed m e  up to t ell  m e  i t  did
n't look good. He a sk ed m e  to do two 
thi ng s for him that w er e  typ ical Norm," 

B er n tsen said. "He said, 'L et' s rurn bad 
n ew s  into good n ew s. G et ahold of th e 

guy who do es my fi nan ces a nd g et that 
final $ 1 0, 000 for our cla ss gif t. And 
th en call back som e  of our cla ssma tes 

and tell th em that Norm i s  i n  bad shap e 
a nd h e  want s you to i ncr ea se your gift 
to PLU.'" 

Shordy aft er Forn ess di ed, th e Cla ss 
of 19 58 r eu nion gi ft to tal r each ed 
$ 1 00, 000. 

Th en cam e th e final chap ter. 
La ter in th e spring th e uni ver sity wa s 

Norm Forness 

notifi ed tha t Norm For n ess had l eft hi s 
estat e to PLU. Hi s hou se, p en sion fund 

and sa ving s w er e  all dir ec ted to th e 
endowm en t  fund. He had r equ est ed 
tha t i ncom e ftom th e endowm ent b e  
u sed to enhanc e conn ectio n s  b etw een 
th e uni ver sity a nd alumni who li ve o n  
th e Ea st Coa st. 

It wa s a gi ft of mor e tha n $ 1  million. []] 
-Greg Brewis 

To learn more about investment options and 
ensuring the legacy ofPLU, please contact the 
Office of Development at 253-535-71 77 or 
visit www.plu. edu and click on "Make a 

Gift· " 
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n its earliest days, Norwegian students came to Pacific Lutheran Uni
versity to master their English - to learn, at its most fundamental, how 
to communicate. PLU was always a place where students could 
uncover their passions and interests, get i nvolved, and apply those 
passions in the world. But no matter what their ultimate interest, 

students knew that the only way to be successful was to know how to 
effectively broadcast their message. 

That was certainly true for the many students who, over the years, have be
come involved in student media - from the first student j ournalists with the 
Mooring Mast to the students who currently broadcast audio and video over 
the Internet. It is also true for the students who started Saga in the '30s, or 
KPLU in the '60s - yes, KPLU was first a student station - or the many tal
ented students who have channeled their talents into opportunities like 
KeNS or Saxifrage or MediaLab. The means of delivery may change over the 
years, but the sentiment has not - the students show a level of interest and 
enthusiasm about learning, their life's mission and about their home, PLU. 

To that point, look no further than the first edition of the Mooring Mast, 
dated October 29, 1 924.  A short article h ighlights an address given to 
students by the Rev. George Henriksen, with the theme "Have a Purpose in 
Life . "  

Some 85 years later, that sentimen t remains front-and-center i n  the  lives of 
PLU students. When students talk about "what they will do with their one 
wild and precious life" as part to the universi ty's highly regarded Wild Hope 
project, it is though nothing has changed. 

And, indeed, when it comes to creating a sense of purpose, nothing has 
changed. 

To honor the many students who, over the years, have developed their sense 
of purpose through the numerous opportunities in student media - from the 
Mooring Mast to the Matrix to K- 1 03 - we take a look back at how student 
media has changed. And to the many student-media affinity groups that will 
be joining us Oct. 2-4, 2009, at Homecoming, we looks forward to seeing 
you "Live from PLU!" 

Special ,hanks w PLU Archives and Special Collections for [heit help in collecting these images. 

1 }20 
The staff of PLU' student 

s 
The Moo

newspaper, 
ring Mast 



1 960 
At KPlU 
Spinning tunes. 

1 
The first edition 
of the Mooring 
Mast. The paper 
is named after 
the dirigible 
Shenandoah's 
large mooring 
structure near 
Fort lewis. 

..... I. ll . ' . 
'The Moonng . 
Mast stali 100\<.\Og 

sharlll 

I YEAR OF I 
LLEGE SINCE I 
ORGANIZATION ; 

!S8 Has Been Made

l New Teachers on 

e College Faculty 

This Year 

Lutheran College (ormally 
t firth year, �ince re-organ
,n Sell t. 9 ,  1 9 2 4 .  During 
ric Lutheran Academy. and I College oC Everett, Wash . .  
rlted a D d  reorganized as I 
utheran College. The re

plans cal1ed {or an ac- ' 
school. and j u nior I 

. 1 9 2 0 - 2 1  PI.or.

I
' 

a member of thtj 
It)'.  and is now a 
teaching (oree, oW· 

I of the new Col-

J. Ordal, a I,..ominent Ta· 
tor, accepted the position I !lit of the college, the fol-
ar. A t  the outset of that I 
work of the junior college 

n l  was begun in earnest. t 
lsive chemistry laboratory the 

and .. 
Pres, Ordat. wei l l 

ad.", i .- : 

President O. , " 

' BASKET BALL I 
1924-19� 

Coach Ringstad Hopes to 1 
Graduates-Practice 

I 
�. Tile music [acultv of P. L. 1 

will  give its anuu�l compllmen
tury recilal in the College gym· 
nasium on Saturday e,"enlug. N'o
vember S .  at 7 :  3 0  o·clock. 

FACULTY MEMBERS 
TO GIVE PROGRAMS 

Pres. 0 . J .  Ordal. to!:ether with 
the music faculty or P. L. C. con
sisting o (  :\Irs. P . L . Hauge. Miss 
Lillian LUll'\. and :\IIS8 Vangie Loef
fler. are to give the entire program I 
at the evening session o[ the Luther
Day Fest ival, to be beld at Brem
erton, Washington(l llI1ftIS l1fiday, No
vembe,\.� S�"Ur'ilal is also to 

a t  the moruing seas-I,.. ... 
same day, Th'" ... 
t ... --"' . 



continued 

I Penc i l  Us I n  I 
UPCO MING EVENTS 
September 3-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . .  New Student Orientation, PLU 

September 19 . . . .  Tailgate at California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks, Calif. 

October , "" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Homecoming Weekend. PLU 

October 2-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alumni Board Fall Me eting, PLU 

October 10 . . . . . . . . . . Tailgate at Gustavus Adolphus Col lege. St. Peter, Minn. 

October 31 . . . . . • . . . . . . . .  Tailgate at Whitworth University, Spokane, Wash . 

November 6-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Family Weekend. PLU 

November 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . Pa rents Co uncil, PLU 

For more information:  www.plualumni.org or cal l  800-ALUM-PLU, 

Picture Perfect 

Come see us on Facebook 
egist er ed m emb ers of th e PLU 

Onlin e Communicy can acc ess to 
all of th e communicy's featur es 

whi l e logg ed in to a Fac ebook account: 
searching for classmat es, establishing a 
perman ent for warding e-mail addr ess 
and updating a lumni pro ftl e informa
tion. 

Finding us is easy. Log into Fac eboo k, 
s earch for " PLU" within " Applications," 
and ftnd " PLU Alumni Communicy 
Conn ections Application. "  

I t  wor ks li ke any ot her Fac eboo k appli
cation . Onc e you add it, you ar e abl e to 
ta ke full ad vantag e of its featur es .  
Through th e "Shar e + " bu tton on th e 
application, you can post a m essag e on 
your Fac eboo k profil e or s end a m essag e 
to a group o f  your fri ends. And i f  you ar e 
not a r egist er ed m emb er, th e PLU 
Alumni Comm unicy Conn ections 
application is th e place ro learn mo re. rn 

In February 2009, a group ol lubls mal l! Amencan 
History Museum in Washington. O.C. - lOme who 

live there. others who were viaiting. Blck raw: 
DOUf Prln"'e. I.eea 11Ieebm) Prindl •• MoaicI 
Cardelli. Philip Cardella .. (holdmg laabal 
Cardenel. Mike SIr1IIIIuIw 'BI. ...... (GaUlle) 
Geel '" (holding Sash. Geall and ..... Geel 
Front row: Ellie .... katie PrlIIdl .. .... ..... 

(SIeiIIIf '911 ShIIIurt Iholll"lIIQ Emma Strasburgl 

PlU School of NursIng Q/lIdultU LIII ........ 
....... '11 l1aftl and ...., ......... ....... 'II 
Irithll lJOlll wilt! a young cardiac patient 81 Nhl 
Dong 1 ChIld ren'. Ho,, 1n Ha CIII MInh City. 

Vlatnam Lori and Jenny joined a 111m of doatoll 
and aunes irani MIl'( Briltae ChiIIInIn', Hoepftll in 
TICIIIIII, ApriI 18-2&, 2IJ08, II PlI'! at I padlatnc 
cll'lllolllOllclc _1caI mluion. 
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Thursday, 
October 1 
through 
Sunday, 
October 4 

Wear you r school �olors proudly
.
and plan 

to bring some fn ends and fami ly back 
to campus for Homecom ing 2009: LIVE FROM 
PLU. In addition to this year's class reunions 
of 1 959, 1 964, 1 969, 1 974, 1 979, 1 984, 1 989, 
1 994, 1 999, 2004 there wil l  also be a special 
affinity reunion honoring all  those who have 
participated in STUDENT MEDIA! 

But remember, Homecoming 2009: LIVE FROM 
PLU, should not be missed by anyon e-there 
is something happening that YOU wi l l  enjoy
This is a sampl ing of the weekend's activities 
and events. Pl ease jump on the website to 
learn more and to reg ister OR request a copy 
of the registration material (All class reun i on 
members and past parti cipants in student 
media wi l l  receive a copy of the registration 
material automatical ly) . 

Family Fun, Enterta inment, 
Exciting Events for All PLU Lutes. 

URSDAY 
r1CR�r 1, 2009 

DAY 
Odober 2, 2009 

Classes Without Quizzes 
Homecoming Chapel 
Retro Dinner in  the University Commo 
Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner 
1 959 50th Reunion Receptj on 
Friday Night Lights - Pep Ral ly 

SATURDAY 
Odober 3, 2009 
Homecoming Lute Fest 

Alumni University 
Alumni Panels 
Campus and Spedal Tours 
Classes for kidsl 
Fun Run 
Student Entertainment 

Family Fun at Sparks Stadium 
Chili Feed 
Football game 

Archives Tours 
Campus Activities during the game 
Black and Gold Bash 

Music by Daryl and the Dipto 
Special appearances by weD ..... j 

n.I'CftIlalities 
Stud Media Reunion 
PlU GOLD 

SUNDAY 
Odober 4, 2009 

ing Worship 
HalBeComing Celebration Brunch 

Honoring Alumni Award Kec:II' )11I1'Il 
Honoring the Golden Club 

Marti n J. Neeb Center (KPL 

For more information or to register, visit 
us online at www.plualumni.org 

or cal l  800-AlU M-PlU 
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Making an art out of 
giving of oneself 

eli n da Co x ' 7 1 ,  has n ev er 
b een shy abo ur vol unr eeri ng 
h er tim e to h elp o th ers. 

As an art p rofesso r at Tacoma 
Com m uni C)! Coll eg e  a n d Pi erc e 
Coll eg e, Co x r eg ularly J uggl es teaching 
an d vo l un teer wo r k. 

"I hav e al ways vol unt eer ed my tim e," 
sai d Co x, who gra dua ted from PLU 
with a bach elor's degr ee in fin e arts. " I  

sp enr ma ny y ea rs wi th th e Washing to n  
S ta te U niv ersity/Pi erc e Co un ty 
Clo thing a n d T extil e a dvisors teachi ng 
ki ds to s ew, amo ng o th er activiti es." 

Co x sp ecifically wor ked wi th inca r
c era ted yo urh a t  R ema n n  Hall, a 
Tacoma j uv enil e detenrio n facili ty,  by 
h elpi ng th em us e th eir tim e in p ro duc
tiv e  ways. 

"Wor ki ng a t  R eman n Hall was an ey e 
op eni ng a n d  v ery r ewar ding exp eri
enc e," Co x sai d. 

Co x also vol unt eers for th e Fo rgo tt en 
Chil dr en's F un d, a nonp rofi t o rgani za
tio n  tha t h elps wo rki ng famili es in n eed 
duri ng th e holi day s eason. Th e Gig 
Ha rbor, Wash., res i den t is also training 
h er 2-y ear-ol d y ello w Labra dor retri ev er, 
Lola, to b ecom e a th erapy dog. 

"I am a canc er s urvivor," Co x sai d. 
"A n d  wh en I was goi ng thro ugh t rea t
m ent, I was imp ress ed by th e th erapy 
dogs comfor ting pati en ts. Ev en tually, 

I' d l i ke to b e  abl e to officially ta ke Lola 
to visit hospi tals an d n ursi ng hom es ." 

So far, Lola has only vis it ed pati enrs 
unofficially . B ur as soo n as Co x an d Lola 
hav e fi nish ed th eir Ca ni n e  Goo d Ci ti zen 
c ertificatio n an d th erapy dog c ertifica
tion , Lola wil l  join Co x in h er effor tS to 

s erv e o th ers i n  th e communi ty. 
M ea n whil e, Co x sp en ds a larg e por

tion of h er tim e  teaching s tuden ts ho w 
to exc el in a n d  appr ecia te art. 

Co x has taugh t art co urs es a t  TCC 
fo r 10 y ea rs, an d at Pi erc e Coll eg e  fo r 
on e. Sh e enco urag es all po ten tial a rt 
majo rs, an d coll eg e  s tuden ts in g en er
al, to s tudy har d an d keep p ushing 
to war d  th ei r goals. 

"Ta ke a dvanrag e of ev ery oppor tuni
ty that migh t com e yo ur way," Co x 

sai d. "B ecaus e you n ev er kno w wh at 
con n ec tio ns yo u will ma ke, what yo u 
wil l  l earn or ho w i t  will b e  of b en efi t." 

-Hillary FauC/>-j '1 1 

Theater grad takes talent from Seattle to Broadway 

s a m emb er of th e Fifth 
Av enu e Th eat er acti ng compa
ny i n  S eattl e, Lo uis Hobson 

'00, onc e play ed th e part of To ny in 
"W est Si de Story" which, of cou rs e, 
plac es Rom eo an d Juli et i n  N ew Yor k  
Ci ty 

No w, Ho bso n, 33 , is act ually i n  N ew 
Yo rk, app earing i n  a diff erenr sho w, 
a n d  has a no th er kin d of To ny associat
ed with his nam e. H e  is feat ur ed i n  a 

B roa dway m usical that was nomi nat ed 
for a n  imp r essiv e 11 To ny A war ds .  
Al tho ugh Hobson hims elf di d no t wi n 
a ny a war ds, th e p ro duc tion cam e a way 
with th r ee. 

Hobson plays th e rol es of Dr. 
Ma dden an d Dr . Fin e i n  th e c ri tically 
acclai m ed p ro ductio n "N ext to 
Normal," which op en ed in April o n  
B roa dway. A roc k musical tha t fea tur es 
a cas t of si x, "Normal" c en ters o n  a 
family , whos e  mo th er suffers from 
bipola r disor der. 

"I t'S b een a l o ng jo urn ey to g et to 
th is poi nr," Ho bso n sa id, b ut " to b e  on 

B roa dway, ho n es tly, wh en I gO t h er e, I 
tho ught I woul d b e  waiti ng tabl es, hi t
ting th e pav em enr for a coupl e of 

y ea rs." 
B ut despi te his es p ecially goo d fo r

tun e, Hobso n do es n't a ttrib ut e  his 
b rea k to sh eer l uc k. 

"I b eli ev e  in des ti ny," Hobson sai d. 
"I'm s uppos ed to b e  h ere right no w." 

Wh en Hobso n enr er ed PLU bac k i n  
th e la te 90s, his pla n was to b e  a m usic 
educa tion major. Bu t by th e t im e  h e  
reach ed his j unio r y ea r, h e  ha d 

s witch ed to th eat er .  
"I  reali zed I wa nr ed to act, to do 

m usic," h e  sai d. "Life is a littl e shor t 
not to do wha t  yo u lov e." 

As a PLU s tudenr, Hobso n was 
i nvolv ed in th e th en n ewly cr ea ted 
Nigh t of Musical Th ea ter. He also pa r
ticipa ted i n  th e op era p rog ram, th e 
Choi r of th e W es t  a n d, of cours e, many 
plays. Hobso n dir ec ted, act ed, a n d  
wo rked o n  l igh ti ng an d tech nical 
design fo r s ev eral sho ws. He gra duat ed 
wi th a bach elo r's degr ee in m usic a n d  
th eat er. 

"B eca us e  PLU is th e way i t  is, we all 
gO t to do a l i ttl e of ev erythi ng," 
Hobso n recall ed. "I go t to u n ders ta n d  
th e m echanics of th ea ter." 

Hobso n's profess ional th ea ter car eer 
ac tually b ega n whi l e h e  was s till a PLU 
j unior. H e  a udi tio n ed for a rol e i n  
"Cam elot" a t  th e Fif th Av en ue Th ea ter 
in S eat tl e, an d s ubs equ ently wo n a part 
in th e ens embl e. 

Aft er gra dua tio n from PLU, Hobson 
p erform ed in sho ws in Olympia an d 
Issaq uah's Villag e Th eat er. Soo n ,  h e  
b egan lan di ng l ea di ng rol es at th e 
Fif th Av enu e, wh ere h e  ultima tely par
ticipa ted i n  mo re tha n th r ee doz en 

sho ws. 
Broa dway b ecam e i nr er es ted duri ng a 

r ea di ng of an i n-progr ess m us ical 
call ed "F eeli ng El ectric ." T wo y ea rs 
la ter it was fll1ish ed an d r e-vamp ed 
into "N ext to Normal ." 

Hobso n,  his wife Nor een (McEnr ee 
'99 ), an d th eir 2-y ea r-ol d da ugh ter 
G wen mov ed to N ew Yo rk in 
S ept emb er 2008. 

As luc k - or des ti ny - wo ul d hav e i t, 
Hobso n's ag en t  l earn ed a udi tions 
woul d  b e  h el d  fo r "N ext to Normal." 

Hobso n a uditio n ed for th e sho w an d 
soo n th ereaft er, was cas t as th e docto r. 

Th e night of Ju n e  7, Hobso n fo un d 
h ims elf i n  th e a udi enc e a t  th e To nys, 
i n  a spOt r es erv ed fo r c enrral cast m em
b ers of nomina ted sho ws .  B ut ami d all 
this ext ra N ew Yor k gli tz an d glamou r ,  
for Hobso n, it is s till th eat er .  

"It's th e sam e s tuff.. .i t's th e sam e 
p roc ess I woul d do a t  th e Fifth Av enu e 
o r  Villag e Th ea ter," h e  sai d of his c raft . 
Bu t h e  a dmi ts tha t  o n  Broa dway, "it 
ta kes o n  a diff er en t co n text." 

If curr en t s ucc ess is any i n dica tor, 
Hobso n's l'U ns o n  Broa dway jus t might 
b ecom e n ext to normal fo r him. [ID 

-B'J'anna Plog '10 
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Class Representative positions available: 

1937, 1938, 1 939, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 

1946;1 949, 1951, 1952, 1 954, 1959, 1968, 

1980, 1987 and 1991. 

1 936 

Class Repre sentative - Volly (Norby) 

Grande 

1938 

Melba (Fenney) Sovde d i ed M a r. 22. She 

met her husband, Obert, at PLC. They 

both had a love for education and pur· 

sued teaching careers in the Puget 

Sound area. Melba taught in the Federal 

Way School District until Obert's death in 

1 977. She then satisfied her  love of  

teach ing by leading B ib le  study classes. 

Melba is  su rvived by her son, David 

Sovde '70; daughte r, Susan Hubert '87 

and grandchi ldren,  Angel ica Howell, 

Jessamyn C a rleton and Ju l ian ;  and 

daughter Kristine Sovde, grandchi ldren 

Sadie and Natalie Beauregard. 

1 940 

Class Representative - Luella IToso) 
Johnson 

1 945 

Class Represe ntative - Annabelle 

Birkestol 

1946 

Doris IJurgerson) Brokaw died on Apr. 

1 7 .  She resided in Sun C ity, Ariz. 

1 947 

Class Representative - Gerry lider 

1948 

Class Representative - Norene (Skilbred) 

Gulhaugen 

Wallace N. Elefson died May 17. Wallace 

served in the U.S. Navy and was stationed 

i n  the South Pacific during World War I I .  

H e  married Charlotte and made their home 

in Seattle, where they raised six children. 

Wallace retired from Boeing after 33 
years. He is survived by his six children, 

Sandra, Diane, Gayle, Thomas, Susanna, 

Caroline, and nine grandchildren. 

1949 

Gene Upton died Mar. 28. Gene served as 

an Army medic in the Pacific d u ring 

World War I I .  He was awarded the 

Bronze Star Medal for heroism.  He then 

graduated from PLU and the San 

Francisco Theological Seminary. His first 

church was Fife Presbyterian. He retired 

in 1986. Gene is  survived by his wife 

Shirley IFolsom '51 ), five sons, 13 grand

children, two great·grandchildren, a sis· 

ter and two brothers. 

1950 

Class Representative - Dick 

Weathermon 

• 

Beth (Gottwald) and husband Lawrence 

Peterson were selected as  Volunteers of 

the Year by the San Luis Coastal Unif ied 

School Distr ict for their efforts to help 

young people and promoting publ ic  edu· 

cation i n  the community. 

Michael Harry Mclaughlin died J an. 29. 

After spending several years in the mili

tary, Harry attended PLU. He enjoyed 

playing basketball, where he broke 

game, season and career records. I n  

1994 he w a s  inducted into t h e  PLU 

Athletic Hall of Fame. Harry is  su rvived 

by his wife, Renee; his stepson, Corey 

"Stevie" Traversie; granddaughter, 

Ol iviah "Missy" Traversie; sister, 

Maurine;  nep hew, Melvyn McLaughl in;  

and niece, Cathey "Zel" Payne. 

195 1 

Jack L Conrad died Apr. 28. Jack lived, 

went to school and worked h is  whole life 

in Tacoma. He was a World War I I  veter

an, serving i n  the U.S. Navy i n  the South 

Pacific. At  the end of his naval duties, he 

completed his education at  PLC. Jack 

worked for Sears and Roebuck for over 

40 years. He enjoyed his retirement; 

especia lly the t ime he spent at his beach 

cabin, p laying golf  a n d  the late winters i n  

P a l m  Springs, Ca l i f. Jack is  su rvived b y  

h is  wife, Sh i rley; son, Mark; daughter, 

Patti; granddaug hters, Amy S m ith and 

Shannon Taylor. 

Stanley Dale Monson died May 17.  He 

was preceded in death by Karen 

IMisenhimer '58), his wife of  51 years. 

Stan was a devoted husband and father, 

a veteran of the Korean War and a l ife

long educator. He spent time throughout 

h is  career as  a tea cher, counselor, 

administrator and private school owner. 

Active in the Lutheran Church community, 

Stan loved to sing and was involved in 

various choirs throughout his life. He is  

survived by his two daughters, Cheri and 

Stefanie; son ,  David; brother, Merritt; 

three granddaughters, Kirsten, Zoey and 

Avery. 

Bob Anderson and h i s  wife Gerry have 

moved to Madera, Calif . ,  to be near their  

son Brian Anderson '72 and his wife 

Kristy IJohnson '72). They now reside at 

Cedar  Creek Senior Assisted Living and 

have great support s e rvices close by. 

1953 

Class Representatives - Naomi (Roe) 

Nothstein and Carol (Schuler) Karwoski 

1955 

Class Representative - Phyllis (Grahn) 

Pejsa 

1956 

Class Representatives- Ginny (Grahn) 

Haugen and Clarene (Osterli) Johnson 
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Sharon IKinzer) Parton died Mar. 27. She 

graduated from PLU with a BA in 

Secretarial Services. I n  the 1 970s she 

was a member of  Child Hearing League, 

then became a very active member in 

her  local  Beta Sigma Phi cha pter. What 

she cherished most were her friends. 

Sharon is survived by her  son, Jerrald R. 

Parton; daughter, Susan Rogers '06; 

daughter-in-law, Lynn; son-in-law Paul 

Rogers; grandchildren Alison Parton and 

Maddi lyn Rogers. 

John Reay m a rried Sarah Jacobson Apr. 

1 2. The two share three big interests in 

life: music Ithey met through the 

Bel l ingham Music Club).  church and aca

demics.  In addition, they enjoy hiking. 

They have the support and acc eptance 

of their combi ned famil ies, eight chi ldren 

and seven grandchi ldren. 

Stewart Morton has married Stel la 

Rosenquist. The couple met at the Lord 

of  Life Lutheran Church i n  Sun City West, 

Ariz. Stella is  on staff at the ch urch. The 

service was conducted after the evening 

worship. The couple plans to live in the 

Surprise, Ariz., area. 

Barbara IMacDonald) Spinney died Apr. 

2 1 .  She spent her childhood in Port 

Angeles, Wash.,  a n d  lived her adult life in 

Seattle. She was a dedic ated teacher 

and supporter of  organizations that bene

f ited youth. Barbara loved to travel with 

fami ly and friends. She is survived by her  

husband, Tom; daughters, Traci '90 and 

Janna;  son- in- law Jeff; sister, Bette; 

brother, Mike; and many friends and 

extended family. 

1957 

Class Representative - Marilyn IHefty) 
Katz 

1 958 

Class Representative - Don Cornell 

Don and JoAnn (Hanson '59) Cornell cel

ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

in June 2008 with a Saturday evening 

family dinmer sponsored by their four 

children. The event took place at 

Robinhood Inn  on Hood Canal ,  Wash., 

where Don and JoAnn had honey

mooned. There also was a Sunday after

noon open house at Tri n i ty Lutheran 

Church i n  Parkland, where they were 

married. The Cornell children are Cathi, 

Zunigha, Jenni (Cornell '85) Hayes, Jeff 
Cornell '86 and Pam Bless. Their cele

bration culminated in Ju ly, with a 

Russian Waterways Cruise from St. 

Petersburg to Moscow, with friends from 

Western Washington, Turkey and France. 

Norman O. Forness died Apr. 2. Norman 

graduated from PLU with a BA in h i story, 

ult imately earning a Ph.D. from 

Pennsylvania State Un iversity. He began 

his career at Gettysburg College, where he 

taught i n  the Department of History and 

served as  assistant dean of  the college. He 

retired in 2000. He was a member  of 

Augustana Lutheran Church in 

Washington, D.C.,  and he wrote a hymn 

"Rise Up, 0 Saints of  God ! "  that appears in 

the Lutheran Book of Worship. Norm is  sur

vived by a brother, Bruce Forness and his 

wife Maria, of Tacoma. (For more on Norm 
Forness, see "Giving Back" on page 21.) 

Karen Misenhimer Monson died J a n. 2 1 ,  

2008. Karen m e t  h e r  husband Stanley 
Monson '51 while at PLU. The Monsons 

were blessed with three children. Karen 

spent most of her  professional career as 

a n  educator - a career that took her from 

Washington to Saudi Arabia, and finally 

directin g  her  own Montessori school in 

Orange Cou nty, Cal if .  She loved ch i ldren. 

Karen's Christian faith was the central 

force throughout her  l ife. A l ifelong 

Lutheran, she was active i n  each parish 

of wh ich  she was a mem ber, serving in 

many leadership roles inc lud ing that of 

church organist. An accompl ished musi

cian, Karen found a special sense of ful

fillment when surrounded by music. 

1959 

JoAnn (Hanson) Cornell spent a three-gen

eration spring break during Holy Week, 

April 2009, in Granada and Malaga, Spain.  

Joining her were her oldest daughter, Cathi  

Zunigha, who teaches i n  Dhahran, Saudi 

Arabia; granddaughter, Connie Zunigha, a 

high school senior at the American School 

in Lugano, Switzerland; and granddaughter 

Katie Zunigha, who attends Seattle 

University and was spending her semester 

abroad in Spain.  Granada's Alhambra, the 

Islamic/Moorish site, was of special inter

est to the group since three generations 

representing the Cornell family have lived 

in Saudi Arabia continuously for the past 35 

years. JoAnn and her husband Don Cornell 

'58 live in Union, Wash. 

1 960 

Class Representative - Marilu IMiller) 

Person 

1961 

Class Representative - Ron Lerch 

1962 

Class Re presentative - Leo Eliason and 

Dixie (Likkel) Matthias 

Dr. James Beckner has been named 2008 

Man of the Year - the best of  Stanwood 

and Camano Is land - by the 

Sta nwood/Camano News. 

1 964 

Class Representative - Jon and Jean 
IRiggers) Malmin 



1965 

Class Representative - Dave Wytko 

Sherril (Carlson) Miller lost her husband 

George on May 8, 2007. She continues to 

spend her winters in Yuma, Ariz. Sherril 

divides the rest of her time between 

Arizona, Alaska and Oregon, visiting fam

i ly and (riends 

1966 

Class Representative - Frank Johnson 

1 967 

Class Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

1969 

Class Representative - Rick Nelson 

1970 

Class Representative - Bill Allen 

1971 

Class Representative - Joe Hustad, Jr. 

John lutlon died May 10 .  John  graduat

ed with a B.S. in chemistry and went on 

to Purdue University, receiving a doctor

ate in  biochemistry. In 1 980 he joined 

Kenyon College in  Gambier, Ohio, as a 

professor of che mistry where he co

founded the col lege's neuroscience pro

gram. He is  remembered by his students 

for his infectious smile, his words of 

encouragement and his tremendous 

faith in their abi lity to master diHicult 

material. His love of kids, and especially 

h is son Michael, led h im to coach youth 

soccer and chaperone h ig h  school 

events. He  attended Faith Lutheran 

Church in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. John was 

married to h is college sweetheart at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Parkland by 

the campus minister. Their reception 

was in Hong Hall . Attending PLU was 

special to both John and Roberta. John 

was preceded in death by his mother, 

Olive Lutton. He is survived by his wife of 

38 years, Roberta (Beck) lutlon; son, 

John  "Michael" (Kristy) Lutton, grand

daughter, Mary Elizabeth Lutton; father, 

John B. Lutton; two brothers, a step

brother, a stepsister, nieces, nephews, 

and great nieces and nephews. 

1 972 

Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

Helen (Hueuenroeder) Melland has 

been named dean of the Col lege of 

Nursing at Montana State University. 

Most recently she served as the interim 

dean at the University of North Dakota's 

Col lege of Nursing. Helen earned a doc

torate i n  higher education administration 

from the University of Minnesota and a 

master's in nursing from the University of 

Portland. 

1 973 

Class Representative - Karen 

(Wraalstad) Robbins and Sandy (Dimler) 

Privetl 

1974 

Class Representative - David Johnson 

1 975 

Class Representative - Helen Pohlig 

1976 

Class Representative - Gary Powell 

1977 

Class Representatives - leigh Erie and 

Joan (Nelson) Matlich 

Ruth (Bernlson) Stenson died Mar. 30. 

Ruth graduated with a degree in  

education and taught elementary music  

and served as organist, mus ic  director, 

choir director and accompan ist. She 

had a strong fa ith and lived her faith as 

an example to others. Ruth loved her 

time at  the family cabin where she could 

canoe, hike, swim and bird watch. She 

enjoyed traveling, camping by car 

throughout the U.S. and Canada, and 

exploring the Boundary Waters. She is 

survived by her husband, Robert; 

children, Andrea, Robert and David; par

ents, Rev. Gordon and Norma Berntson; 

brothers, PaUl, Dan, Jim, Mark and 

Steve. 

Frank Miller has been appointed avia

tion director for San Antonio, Tex. 

Previously, Frank spent two decades as 

the head of  the Pensacola Regional 

Airport i n  Pensacola, Fla. He is currently 

the second vice president for the 

Airports Council International North 

America and has served on its board of 

directors. I n  addition, Frank is on the ACI 

World Governing Board. 

Ken Flajole has been named defensive 

coordinator of the St. Louis Rams foot

ball team. Ken spent the last six seasons 

on the Carolina Panthers staH and most 

recently was the l i nebackers coach. 

1978 

Class Representative - Pete Matlich 

1979 

Class Representatives - Dave and 

Teresa (Hausken) Sharkey 

Dianne (Van Dyk) Ohnstad retired i n  May 

as a captain in the U.S. Navy. She served 

six years active duty, then joined the 

Navy Reserves. She had a total of 27 

years of service. She is presently living 

in Memphis, Tenn., with her husband, 

Bradley Ohnstad 'SO, and son, Sander. 

Diane works at her son's classical 

Christian school. 

1981 

Class Representative - Dean and Susan 

(lee) Phillips 

David l. Perry published a book called 

"Partly Cloudy: Ethics in War, Espionage, 

Covert Action and Interrogation." David 

is a professor of applied ethics, and 

director of the Vann Center at Davidson 

College in  Davidson, N.C. 

Daniel Turlington is celebrating the 35th 

anniversary of his service in the U.S. Air 

Guard. He earned the rank of sergeant in 

Air Rescue and, upon completion of his 

commitment. he enrolled in  PLU's busi

ness administration undergraduate pro

gram. Dan has been with the Boeing 

Company since 1 988 and is now a con

tracts auditor for SSG. He  is  also a FAA 

rated instructor pilot and teaches flying 

part time at the Boeing Employees Flying 

Association. He would like to hear from 

classmates at danturlington@msn.com. 

Janet (Hagen) Dahle recently returned 

from deployment i n  Iraq, where she 

served as publ ic aHairs oHicer for 

Combined Joint Special  Operations Task 

Force, Arabian Peninsula. J anet is a 

commander in the U.S. Navy Reserves. 

As a civilian, she is  a partner and execu

tive vice president of Lama Media in San 

Diego, Calif., a firm special izing in creat

ing, producing, and distributing motion 

media. 

1 982 

Class Representative - Paul Collard 

Katrina Ann (Heard) Smith died May 17.  
She grew up in  Tacoma and attended 

Lincoln High School where she was the 

first female member of the cross-country 

team .  She also earned her black belt. 

Trina graduated from PLU and worked 
many years as a financial ana lyst for the 

city of Tacoma, later becoming a real 

estate agent. She had an extreme pas

sion for volunteering, especially for the 

Tacoma Special Olympics. She is sur

vived by her husband, Tony; two children, 

Tahjiere and Travonte; her parents, Frank 

and Claudia Heard; sisters, Sonya, El la, 

Francesca; and brother, Frank. 

lynn Isaacson died April 2. Lynn was 

born in  Red Oak, Iowa. He received his 

BA degree from Luther College in 

Decorah, Iowa, and M BA from PLU. Lynn 

was a bookstore manager at Luther 

College, PLU and at  I l l inois State 

University. He started Innova Marketing 

after leaving the bookstore, which he 

operated for several years before joining 

State Farm Insurance as a systems ana

lyst. Lynn enjoyed hiking, bicycling, com

puters and singing. He  sang in his col

lege choirs and more recently in Cantus 

Novus, J - l 08 Vocal Jazz Ense mble and 

St. John's Lutheran Church Choir. He is 

survived by his wife, Nancy; son, Lee; 

daughter, Karla Hammerel; grandsons, 

Chase and Brady Hammerel; mother 

Emma Isaacson; and sister Janell 

Stewart 

1983 

Class Representative - Dave Olson 

Nancy lee Peterson died July 24, 2008. 

Nancy earned a BA in English from PLU, 

an MA in  English, and a Ph.D. in rhetoric 

and composition from the University of 

Texas. She worked as an assistant pro

fessor of English at Morehead State 

University, director of the General 

Education Writing Program and later 

director of the Morehead Writing 

Project. She also served as director of 

the Rural Sites Network for the National 

Writing Prolect. She loved writing, teach

ing writing, reading and conversing. 

Na ncy's deepest conviction was that God 

had given her life so that she could love 

and be loved. Nancy is survived by her 

husband, G len Colburn; their son Henry 

and step-son Maxwell; her mother, Mary 

Peterson; her sisters, April lPeterson) 

Kampa and husband Jan; Barbara 

(Peterson '86) Yusufzai and husband 

Sohail ;  her brother Peter Christian 

Peterson'86 and wife Danelle (Grady '86), 

Bessie Young-Mielcarek is studyin g  why 

African-Americans and other minorities 

are more likely to get kidney disease. Dr. 

Young has devoted much of her research 

to answering this question at the Seattle 

Veterans AHairs health system and the 

University of Washington. Her next goal 

is to find a way to help educate at-risk 

populations on ways to avoid getting the 

disease. Bessie hopes to see many com

munity members attend the Kidney 

Health Fest in Seattle, to get tested for 

kidney disease, and to learn about living 

a healthy lifestyle. 

1984 

Class Representative - Mark 

Christofferson 

1 985 

Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 

Regge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stelling 

1986 

Class Representative - Stacey (Kindred) 

Hesterly 

Ron Cook is currently the vice president 

and global control ler for SDI Media in 

los Angeles. SDI is the world's leader in 

voice-over and subtitling services. SDI 

translates movies, TV shows, DVDs and 

video games into nearly any language. 

Ron will travel to many of the 25 oHices 

worldwide to coordinate staH and 

accounting policies. Ron has l ived in LA 

for three years. 

1 987 

Class Representatives - lisa Ottoson and 

John Carr 

Hannah Brice Smith has a new role as 

breast cancer patient navigator for newly 

diagnosed patients at the Fairbanks 

Memorial Hospital Cancer Treatment 

Center. Hannah and her husband Don are 

living with the rest of their family on a 

farm in Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Pete Vanderwarker was promoted from 

senior attorney to corporate counsel with 

the Kansas City Power & Light Company. 

Pete is also on the board of directors of 

the company's Employee Relief Fund. He 

resides in Overland Park, Kan., with 

Diana and daoghter Taylor. 

Anna Elizabeth Ayers died Apr. 27. Anna 

graduated from Wilson High School in 

Tacoma, received her BA from Western 

Washington University and earned her 

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES > PLU SCENE FALL 2009 31 



master's degree from PLU. She spent her 

career as  an e ducator and worked for 

many yea rs in the Bethel S c hool District. 

Her love of reading and writing led her to 

partic ipate i n  reading education at the 

national  level .  In addit ion, she loved her 

family, gal'den ing and the beach.  She is 

survived by her husband, Loyd "Ray" 

Ayer�; father, Neal  G a i n er; son, Chris; 

dau ghter, Katie; and brother, Bruce 

Ga iner. 

Craig Provost, a member of Union Ba nk's 

commercial  lending team serving in the 

Stowe IVt.1 office, recently completed the 

two-year New England School for 

Financial Studies program at Babson 

Col lege. H e  holds an M BA from PLU. 

1988 
Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scott 

1 989 
Class Representative - Lisa IHussey) 
Ferraro 

1 990 
Class Representative - Sean Neely 

Peter Gradwohl along with his wife, 

Andrea, launched their own company, 

Fantazimo, to help busy parents feed 

their children nutritious mea ls. Fantazimo 

delivers school l unches  to more than 500 
fami l ies in the Everett, Wash., area. 

1991 

Jeremy Desel continues to have suc cess 

reporting at KHOU-TV i n  Houston.  This 

year he was named Best Reporter in 

Texas by the Texas Associated Press 

Broadcasters. He a lso received the 

regional Edward R .  M u rrow Award for 

news writing. Al l  this, while taking four 

months off to recover from open-heart 

surgery to repair his mitral valve. Jeremy, 

his wife Jamie, three-year-old Avery, and 

one-year-old Kai live in Spring, Tex. 

1 992 
Class Representative - Darcy IPattee) 

Andrews 

Nelson Hamre has just f in ished his third 

year i n  S inga pore at U n ited World 

College of Southeast Asia as  a teacher of 

middle and h igh school English and 

h uma nities. He has served many roles at 

the school such as  coaching basketbal l ,  

climbing wall, NYAA and going on expedi

tions with the students_ His spare time is  

spent traveling, being adventurous and 

staying fit. He would love to  get into con

tact with a ny Lutes in Southeast Asia at 

nha@uwcsea. edu.sg. 

1993 
Class Representative - Barbara IMurphy) 

Hesner 

1994 
Class Representatives - Dan Lysne a n d  

Catherine (Overland) Hauck 

Sandra (Wilson) Wainwright is an 

award-winning physician and medical 

director of the Wound Care and 

Hyperbaric Medicine Center at Norvvalk 

Hospital in Norvvalk, Conn. The hospital 

i s  a leading referral c enter for compre

hensive wound care manag ement. 

Sandra recently spoke on "Chron ic  

Wounds: causes,  prevention and treat

ment" during the Norwalk Hospital lec

ture  series. She received her M.D.  from 

St. George's U n iversity Sc hool of 

Medic ine .  

1995 
Class Representative - Christi Rupp 

Angela Otto i s  a n  eq uity partner at 

Stewart Sokol & Gray LLC, a mid  size, 

Portland (Ore.) law firm focused on con

struction law. She was recently featured 

in the Portland Business Journal .  

1996 
Class Representatives - Mari (Hoseth) 

Lysne and Jennifer I Riches) Stegeman 

Christine Haffey was promoted to the 

rank of major in the U .S .  Army. Christine 

earned a master's degree in mi l itary 

logistics from North Dakota State 

University. After a year assigned to the 

multinational force in the Suez Canal  

Zone, she was assigned to Bagram Air  

Force Base in Bagram, Afghanistan. 

1997 
Class Representatives - Andy a n d  

Stephanie (Merle) Tomlinson 

Keith Dussell received h is  MS degree in 

project management from the University 

of Alaska, Anchorage. He also has a 

new title at Alaska Airl ines: specia l ist, 

and airport services-projects supervisor. 

Keith l ives in Seattle. 

Mary Forslund, a registered nurse, has 

been appointed to the Allied Health Staff 

of Aspirus Wausau Hospital. Wausau, 

Wis., with privileges as a psychiatric 

nurse practitioner. She will provide psy

c h iatric assessments, mental status 

exams, psychi atric consultations on 

medical  u n its, and diagnosis and recom

mendations for treatment. Mary h as a 

MS degree in n u rsing from the 

University of Wisconsin .  

1 998 
Class Representative - Shannon 

(Herlocker) Stewart 

Jesse (Gardner) Michener has been 

appointed the director of development at 

the Seattle Waldorf School. Jesse and 

her husband, Mikel '97, live in Olympia,  

Wash. 

Karl Lerum is in h i s  fourth season as the 

track-and-field coach at Seattle Pacif ic 

University. This spring he took a smal l  

group of women to the NCAA Div is ion I I  

ch ampionships in Texas. Karl and his 

wife Yvon n-e make their  home i n  Seanle. 

Kourtney (Goldsmith) and Kenneth 

Johns are relocating to Valencia,  Ca l i f. 
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Kenneth has received a promotion and 

wil l  serve as  natio na l  ch iropract ic  d irec

tor with U S  H e althworks. Kourtney wi l l  

stay home with their two beautiful chi l

dren, Katelyn, 5, and Kellen, 2. 

Brandon VanDyke has just completed his 

seventh year as  the director of bands 

and orchestra at Tualat in  H igh  Sc hool, in 

Tualat in,  Ore. This spring the orchestra 

p laced second at the Pac ific Conference 

Orchestra Festival and qualified for the 

state orchestra cham pionships for the 

fifth t ime. The Tualat in Wind Ensemble 

won the Pac if ic Conference Band 

Festival, a n d  went  on to  perform at the 

Oregon State 6A Band Championsh i ps .  In  

addition, the Tu alat in H igh  Sc hool march

ing band performed in the Portland Rose 

Festival Starlight Parade, where they 

placed third in Class A. 

1999 
Class Representative - Julie (Johnston) 

Bulow von Dennewill 

2000 
Class Representative - Ashley Orr 

Karl Lund was awarded 2008 Speaker of 

the Year by the Norwegian Advertising 

Association. H e  l ives in Stockholm, 

Sweden. 

Wendy Joy Garrigues married Damon 

J enkins on Apr. 25 in Roseville, Calif. The 

couple makes their home in Baton 

Rouge, La. 

Kaj and Jane l le (Wagenblast '99) Martin 

were h i red by Christian Life Fellowship in 

Aberdeen, Wash., as  senior associate 

pastors. I n  addit ion, Kaj was also 

appointed to be the district missions rep

resentative for the Northwest Foursquare 

D istrict  supporti ng ch u rc h es in 

Washington and Idaho.  

Birg itta 

Hillesland mar

ried l I ir Dubova 

Aug. 1 6, 2008, in 

San Diego, 

Cal if . ,  at 

Tierrasanta 

Luth eran Church .  The bride is the daugh

ter of Linnea (Eger '64) and David 

Hillesland '58. Other Lutes in participa

t ion i n cluded Ivar Hil lesland '02, who 

provided original music, Karl H i l lesla nd 

'93, Kristina (H i l lesland '98) and Jason 

Stredwick '98_ The couple honeymooned 

in Venice, Florence, and Rome, Italy. I l i r, 

a doctor born and raised in Turkey, cur

rently researches genetics at the Salk 

institute in  La Jolla , Calif. Birgitta earned 

her master's degree in library sc ience 

from San Jose State U n iversity i n  May 

2008. They l ive  in San D iego .  

Andrea White m a rried Joseph Cal l ison 

May 4 in Salem, Ore. Andrea is a soft

ware engin eer and Joseph works with 

the Oregon Army National G u a rd. 

Louis Hobson made h is  Broadway debut 

in the musica l  " N ext to Normal ."  The 

musical ,  centered around a mother who 

suffers from bipolar disorder and the 

eHects on her suburban fami ly, stars 

Louis as  the mother's two doctors. " N ext 

to Normal" received 1 1  Tony nominations 

and won 3 Tony Awards. Louis and his 

wife Noreen (McEntree) live in New York. 

2001 
Class Representatives - Keith 

Pranghofer 

Mettie Burris 

married Damien 

Fogl io  Feb. 7 at 

the Beaverton 

Christian Church 

in Beaverton, 

Ore. Despite the 

snow and rain, 

God brought the 

sunshine for the most beautiful February 

day they could have asked for. Lute 

bridesmaids i n c l uded Mandy (Holt) 

Drysdale, Heather Dooley '99 and Suzy 

(Hooper) Hanson '99. Damien is t h e  sen

ior director of services and Seattle 

branch manager of First Response, I n c .  

Mettie j u s t  moved t o  Seattle and i s  

searching f o r  a job i n  marketing or mer

c h a ndis ing.  

Jason Hulen started an organization 

L.I.F.E. classes aimed at helping youth 

achieve skills and self-expression 

through all hip-hop art forms. The class

es happen every Saturday at downtown 

Ta coma dance venue Brick C ity. Youth 

from 8 to 24 years are grouped a c c ording 

to age and a bi lity, with about 30 partici

pating each day. WHERE? 

2002 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Gorne 
and Brian IRiehs 

Phi l  Price has joined Site Crafting of 

Ta coma as  part of their Web develop

m e n t  team. H is  responsibi lities i nclude 

site development as well as support for 

site design and maintenance. 

Heather (Bidwel l )  Clarke was featured 

in Tacoma's News Tribune.  She teaches  

coupon c l ipping classes at the  Olympia 

Community Center and advises con

sumers via her blog, rainydaysav

ings.wordpress.com. H e ath er and h e r  

husband Jeremy Clarke '01  l i v e  in 

Olympia, Wa sh.  

2003 
Class Representative - Elisabeth Pynn 
Himmelman 

Jacob and Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman 

relocated to Milwaukee, Wis., this sum

mer. After four years of working in the 

OHice of Constituent Relations at PLU, 

Jacob wil l  be  pursuing h is  masters 

degree in architecture at the University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. In J une, 

Elisabeth completed her master of  socia l  

work degree from the U n iversity of 

Washington, Ta coma. She will  be  pursu-



ing a social work career in Milwaukee. 

Robert A Wargacki entered nursing 

school and graduated from Whatcom 

Community College in Bellingham, Wash., 

with a n  associate registered nurse 

degree. He  works as a registered nurse 

for the Department of Veterans Affairs at 

Madigan Army Medical  Center in 

Tacoma.
' 

Chris Anderson graduated from the 

Un iversity of Denver's Josef Korbel 

School of International Studies with a 

MA in comparative politics. He is work

ing at Occidental College in Los Angeles 

as the assistant dean of admission. 

BrieAnna Bales 

married Pa

Foday Jaiteh 

Aug. 9, 2008, on 

the campus of 

PLU. BrieAnna is 

an executive 

assistant of the 

University o f  

Washington, Ta coma. Pa-Foday is a CNA. 

The couple lives in Tacoma. 

........... :::-_ Wendy Liddle 

married Chase 

Skorburg Aug. 8, 

2008, in Seattle. 

Fellow Lutes i n  

attendance 

were Laine 

Walters Young 

'05, as a member 

of the wedding party, and  Trista Winnie 

'06. The couple met at Yale Divi nity 

School, where Wendy earned her M.Div. 

in 2007. The couple now resides in  

Dal las. 

2004 

Class Representative - Tammy Lynn 

Schaps 

Dan Walling died Apr. 3. Dan was a high 

school English teacher in Republic, 

Wash. He and  a fel low teacher went fish

ing on Lake Roosevelt when their boat 

struck a rocky shoreline. Dan graduated 

from Washington State University and 

earned h is  masters at PLU. He  started his 

career in  advertising and business. He 

the n  chose to teac h .  Dan is survived by 

his wife Laura, and three children. 

Laney Coyne is certified through the 

National Strength and Condit ioning 

Association as a strength and condition

ing spec ialist. She is employed by Rip 

City Fitness in Portl and, Ore. According 

to Laney, the best part about being a per

sonal trainer is hefping people realize 

their own potential. She makes Portland 

her home.  

Jane Berentson has re leased her first 

novel "Miss Harper Can Do It." Jane 

l ives in  Brooklyn, New York, where she 

teaches middle school Spanish. She cov

ets other people's dogs and dreams 

about fine dining. Her time is spent read-

ing, writing, cooking, training in  capoeira, 

and growing ever fonder of her family 

and friends. 

Sheila Biallas graduated from the Daniel 

J .  Evans School of Public AHa irs at the 

University of Washington with a master's 

in publ ic  administration. She was award

ed a Presidential Management 

Fellowship, which is a federal leadership 

development program through the U.S. 

government. The highly prestig ious two

year fellowship wil l  be in Washington, 

D.C., at the U.S. Department of Energy in 

the Federal Energy Management 

Program. 

----. Jessie Freese 

married Man 

Weber in 

Puyallup, Wash., 

Aug. 9, 2008. The 

wedding pa rty 

included; Luc 

Hammond, 

Jason Andrew 

'02, and Krister Freese 'OJ. Patty (Millson 

'76) and Rev. Pauf Freese '75 are the par

ents of the bride. Matt is a fina ncial  

associate for Thrivent F inancia l  for 

Lutherans in Puyallup, Wash. Jessie is a 

fourth grade teacher in the Sumner 

School  District. 

2005 

Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Marisa Kuniko Castello received her 

masters of education in psychology with a 

concentration in school counseling from 

Springfield College in Springfield, Mass. 

Jason Rimkus is leaving his current job 

as the on l ine service coordinator in the 

Office of Constituent Re lations at PLU to 

go back to school  and earn his masters 

degree in athletic admin istration at  the 

University of Washington. He will be 

moving to Seattle. 

Garren Luengen, Corey Fish and Jacob 
Henderson all graduated with the degree 

of medical doctor from the Uh iversity of 

Washington in the Spring. 

2006 

Class Representative - Jenna 

(Steffenson) Serr 

Aislinn Addington, a doctoral student in 

sociology at  Kansas University, received 

the Morris C Pratt Travel Scholarship and 

Carroll D Clark Pre-MA Award by the 

Kansas University Department of 

Sociology Student Awards. 

2007 

Class Representative - Kaarin Praxel 

and Maggie Morgan 

Brian Bradshaw '07 died June 18 .  Brian 

was kil led while on active duty in  Kheyl, 

Afghanistan, when an improvised bomb 

exploded near his vehic le .  Br ian graduat

ed from PLU with a BA in political sci

ence and was commissioned as  a sec-

and lieutenant in the Army on May 26, 

2007. He was then assigned to the 1 st 

Battalion, 501st Parachute Infantry 

Regiment, 4th Airborne Brigade Combat 

Team, 25th Infantry Division in  Fort 

R ichardson, Alaska. He was deployed to 

Afghanistan from there in March 2009. 

Brian volunteered for the ROTC program 

at PLU and was in the first class after the 

9/1 1  anacks. Brian had said that he 

joined the Army not to try to win a war 

but to make the lives of peop le better. 

Melba I (Fenney) Sovde on Mar. 22. 

Doris (Jurgerson) Brokaw on Apr. 17.  

Gene Upton on Mar. 28. 

Michael Harry McLaughlin on  Jan. 29. 

Jack L. Conrad on Apr. 28. 

Stanley Dale Monson on May 1 7 .  

Sharon (Kinzer) Parton on Mar. 27. 

Barbara (MacDonald) Spinney on  Apr. 

2 1 .  

Norman O .  Forness on Apr. 2. 

Karen Misenhimer Monson on Jan. 2 1 ,  

2008 

John Lutton on May 1 0. 

Ruth (Berntson) Stenson on Mar. 30. 

Katrina Ann (Heard) Smith on May 17. 

Lynn  Isaacson on April 2. 

Nancy Lee Peterson on Ju l .  24, 2008. 

Anna Elizabeth Ayers on Apr. 27. 

Dan Wal l ing on Apr. 3. 

Brian Bradshaw on June 18 .  

Lewis (Lew) Eugene Dibble d ied Apr. 

7. Lew was a pioneer in student finan

cia l  aid for students in  higher educa

t ion .  During his career he was 

employed by the University of Puget 

Sound, Counci l for Postsecondary 

Education, Knapp College of Business 

and Pacif ic Lutheran Univers i ty. He is 

survived by his wife Clara Mae; broth

er, Steve; sister- in - l aw, Linda; and 

nieces, nephews and grandch ildren. 

Loleta Espeseth died Apr. 20. Loleta 

came to PLU in 1964. During her 24 

years at PLU she served first as assis

tant registrar and then as associate 

registrar. Loleta's professional work 

was devoted to maintaining official 

transcripts, grades, and certifications, 

and required meticulous attention to 

Brian's family resides in Steilacoom, 

where h e  grew up. He  was a graduate of 

Visitation Catholic School and Be l larmine 

High School, both in Tacoma. 

Kayla Pendrak married Geoff Arnold May 

23, on Fox Is land, Wash. Geoff is a law 

student. The Arnolds make their home in 

Tacoma. 

Tina Reindl is relocating to Lodi,  Cal i f . ,  to 

pursue her master's degree in speech 

detai l .  Throughout her career she 

witnessed many changes, from post

ing grades with a fountain pen to 

implementing a fully computerized 

transcript system. Loleta was also 

known for her great compassion for 

col leagues, students and friends. She 

is survived by brother Paul Solem; 

daughters, Margaret (Espeseth '71) 
Nugent and  Miriam Espeseth; son 

Jon Espeseth '73; grandson, Tyler 

Nugent '05; and granddaughters 

Mackenzie N ugent. and Whiney and 

Jan e  Espeseth. 

Brian "Buff" Woolstenhulme died 

Apr. 23.  Buff was known as the very 

friendly and personable campus 

painter. Bu ff loved his work at PLU, 

and the highlight was working with 

his team of student painters. Most 

importantly, Buff va lued the relation

ships he bui l t  with students; this is 

evident by the lifelong relationships 

he cherished. 

David H .  Hansen died May 13. David 

was professor emeritus of biology 

and longtime fac ulty member. During 

his 32 years at  PLU, Dave was credit

ed as being the heart of the emer

gence of a strong ecological thrust 

within the Department of Biology. 

Early in his tenure, Dave col laborated 

with Don Ryan on a project that 

involved identification of plants 

ancient Egyptians used to provide 

fibers for the making of rope. Many 

students participated in undergradu

ate research under his direction that 

focused on plant ecophysiology, and 

several of those students went on to 

Ph.D.  programs in ecology and plant 

biology. Dave is survived by his 

wife of 41 years, Idell (Emery '83); 
and daughters, Helen '95 and  

Marcia. 

J,i Zeng, a student in  the PLU MBA 

program, died May 6. Ji came to PLU 

from her home in  Guangzhou, China, 

i n  the summer of 2008. She held a 

masters degree in economics from 

West Virginia Un iversity and was a 

teacher at Guangdong U niversity of 

Technology with scholarly interests in 

real estate, market and finance, and 

property management. 
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l a nguage pathol ogy. She wil l  be leaving 

her position as programs and services 

coordinator in the OHice of Constituent 

Relations at PLU. 

Jennifer Henrichsen received a master 

of advanced studies i n  international and 

European sec urity i n  G eneva, 

Switzerland. 

2008 

Class Representative - Christy Olsen 

Field and Courtney Stringer 

Caitlin Stoskopf 

married fel low 

Lute Ryan 

Ceresola '09 

I May 30 at First 

Lutheran Church 

i n  Ta coma. Lutes 

i n  the wedding 

pa rty inc luded 

Jamie Ronle, Tabitha Hall ,  Jenna 

Calhoun, Kathryn Druback, Brock 

Bennen '11, Sam Chrest '06, Mike Plotke, 

and Andrew Harron '09. 

Christy Olsen 

married Carl 

Field at Trinity 

Lutheran Church 

i n  Ta coma June 

28, 2008. Many 

Lutes were in 

the wedding 

pa rty and also in 

attendance, i n c lud ing best man Jens 

Gilbertson '07, Dan Rosales '07, Eric 

Swanson, Jonah Nelson, Lauren Holly 

'07, Molly Olmstead, Rebecca 

Richardson '09, co-maids of honor 

Caroline Olsen '11 and future Lute 

Courtney Olsen.  Christy works at the 

Norwegian American Weekly newspaper 

with TIffanie (Clark '07) Davis and Kim 

Nesselquist 'S4, and Carl  is a systems 

ana lyst for Regence BlueShield. The 

newlyweds live in Seattle. 

2009 

Class Representative - Maren Anderson 

and Amy Spieker 

e Lut 
1987 

Kathy (Nichols) Love celebrated the birth 

of her second child, Alexis (Lexie), on 

Nov. 21 .  Lexie joins big brother Jackson. 

They reside in Beaverton, Ore. 

1991  

Isle (Saue) a n d  

Steve McClary 

a n nounce the 

b irth of the i r  

th i rd  son, Logan 

G orden on J u n e  

28, 2008. He 

jo ins  b�others 

lan ,  5, and 

Dylan, 3. Steve has taken a new position 

as assistant city manager in Oja i ,  

Ca l i f. 

1 993 

big brother Jacob.  

r 

·.A ·  
.� 

Jeff and 

Stephanie (Lund 

'95) Miller wel

comed their 

second chi ld 

into their fami ly. 

S id ney N icol 

Mi l ler  was born 

Mar. 8 a n d  joins 

Kristi IBarrons) 

Quadrato and 

her  hus band, 

Craig, announce 

the adopt ion of  

their son, Alex 

Qi lun.  He joined 

the fami ly on 

Oct. 6, 2008, at 

1 3  months of age. He was born i n  

Yunnan,  C h i n a .  He j o i n s  big s ister, 

AnnaMei,  5, who was also adopted from 

China i n  2005. The Quad rato's currently 

live i n  Austin, Texas, where Craig is  com

pleting a Ph.D. in structural engineering 

a t  the U niversity of  Texas. 

1 994 

Dan and Mari 

(Hoseth '96) 
Lysne became 

parents of twins  

Dec.  1 2. Elsa Joy 

a n d  Jonas Bjorn 

were born three months early and the 

Lysnes ran into countless doctors and 

nurses that were PLU a lumni .  Th e i r  hours 

of work and endless dedication were 

greatly a ppreciated and he lped 

immensely during the five months at the 

N I CU and I CN. Dan and M a ri are very 

thankful to all the Lute a lumni  that he lped 

with the twins. 

1995 

Tammy IHuynh) 

Mandilag and 

her  husband, 

Romel, 

announce the 

birth of their 

fi rstborn son, 

M a rcus Huynh, 

on Apri l  27. They 

l ive in Hi l lsboro, 

Ore. 

Krista Sickert

Bush and hus

band, Bi l l ,  are 

pleased to 

announce the 

birth and adop

tion of their sec

ond daughter, 

lara Ruth, on 

Nov. 1, 2008. 

lara was bap

tized into God's 

family at Luther Place Memorial Church i n  

Washington, D.C., on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 31 , by her grandfather, Pastor Fred 

Sickert and Pastor Karen Brau. lara joins 

big sister G ra c e, 3. 



1996 

l ives in Greenfield, Wis. 

1997 

Anne 

IBlackwell) 

Snieg gave 

birth to her sec

ond son, 

Christofer 

Thomas Sept. 

23, 2008. The 

Snieg family 

Kasie IScales) and 'Kelly Pranghofer 

added a son to their family on Dec. 27. 

Keagan Joseph joins Kyla, 6, and 

Kayden, 4. Keagan was born two months 

early but is now home from the N ICU 

and is do ing  well. . . 
' e 
- . 

Jeremie and 

Beth ISalzman) 

Lipton are 

thri l led to 

announce the 

birth of their 

third child on 

Jan .  19 .  Beckett 

Henry joins his 

two siblings, lan, S, and Elyse, 3. They 

live on Bainbridge Island, Wash. 

1998 

Lindsay 

IJohnson) 

Will iamson and 

husband ,  Troy, 

celebrated the 

birth of their 

daughter, Kate 

Louise, Feb. 1 9. 

Kate joins 

brother Jonathan "Jack" D e a n, 3. The 

Williamsons live in  Bonney Lake, Wash. 

Heidi IRamseth) Hornung and husband, 

Stuart, became parents of their second 

ch i ld, Greta Elizabeth on May 1 5. Greta 

joins her big sister, Maggie .  

1999 

Amy IPardini) and Aaron Sonnichsen 

had their fourth c hi ld on Sept. 19, 2008. 

Sophie May joins Olivia, 7, Gabe, 5 and 

Anna, 3, at home in Prosser, Wash, 

Anneke 

IGeballe) Geel 

and husband 

Peter celebrat

ed the birth of 

their daughter, 

Sasha 

Rosemary on 

Jan 5. The fami

ly makes their home in Reston, Va., 

where Peter is pursuing a Ph.D .  in reli

g ious studies at Georgetown University. 

Anneke is a quality assurance special ist 

for the National Cancer Institute's 

Cancer Information Service. 

Jenny IKlumpp) Cramer and her husband 

Matt have a new daughter, Siena Grace,  

born Dec.  23 .  Matt is now working with 

the United States Olympic Committee 

with Winter Sports and will be  heading 

to Vancouver for the 2010 games. With 

Siena's arrival, Jenny is now staying at 

home with their new blessing. 

Michele 

IMcGinnis) 

Shaver and her 

husband John 

are the proud 

parents of 

Kendal Mary, 

born June 14 .  Mad ison, 3, is very proud 

of her baby sister. The Shavers make 

their home in Southern California. 

2000 

Lisa IDrake) 

Lovely and her 

husband Bryan 

celebrated the 

birth of their 

daughter, Avalyn 

Marie, Jan. 1 7 .  

Avalyn joins h e r  

brother, J a c e  Charles, 2 .  Lisa i s  a fourth 

grade teacher in Tacoma. 

Kevin 

Stokesbary and 

wife Kelly wel

comed their 

second chi ld  

into their  family 

on  Mar. 5. 

Parker Noah 

joins big brother Payton, 2. 

Natalie IJulin 

'00) and her hus

band, Brian 

Jul in-McCleary, 

are the happy 

but tired parents 

of Toby Joshua born Dec .  21, 2005, and 

Sophie Elise born Dec.  1 , 2007. The Julin

McClearys currently live in  Corpus 

Christi,Tex., where Brian serves as intern 

pastor at St. John Lutheran Church. 

Natalie is  a full t ime toddler entertain

ment director and family chef. I n  August, 

the Julin-McClearys will move back  to 

St. Paul, so Brian can complete the final 

year of his Master's of Divinity degree at 

Luther Seminary. 

Michelle 

Matlock 

Nikisch, 'hus

band, Arthur, 

and big sister, 

Haylee Madison 

are happy to 

announce the 

birth of a sec

ond child, Bennett Patrick, on  Mar. 2 1 .  

:.J .. , ., . 

Mindy INonis) 

Sneya and hus

band, Jordan, 

joyfully wel

comed their new 

son, Asher 

Eugene, Jan. 23. 

The Sneva family lives in Burlington, Wash. 

2001 

Rich Kuehn and 

wife Julie cele

brated the birth 

of their first 

child, Haylie 

Pearl, Feb. 18. 

They reside in 

Edmonds, Wash. 

�--.,........ Jennifer IHiall) 

and Aaron 

Jackson 

became parents 

of daughter, 

Natalie Marlow, 

on Apr. 20. The Jacksons make their 

home in  Sylvania, Ohio. 

Amanda IStafford) and Jess Nelson cele

brated the birth of their son, Henry 

James, on May 28, Amanda is a stay-at

home mom and Jess a teacher and the 

head football coach at Stadium High 

School .  The Nelsons reside in Tacoma, 

Heather Trolia 

Mueller and 

husband, 

Russell ,  became 

parents of a 

baby boy, Max, 

on Jan. 1 5. 

Heather is a school teacher in the 

Sumner School District. The family 

makes their home in Puyal lup, Wash. 

2002 

Brian a nd wife 

Abby ISchuetze 

'04) Riehs were 

blessed by the 

arrival of their 

daug hter, Emma 

Jane, on  Nov. 29, 2008. Brian works for a 

consulting firm and Abbey is a stay-at

home mom living in  Tacoma. 

Lorien 

ISouthworth) 

Maples and 

husband Aaron 

announce the 

birth of their 

first child, 

J ames Sleem 

Maples, on 

February 7, The Maples reside in 

Southern California. 

2004 

Solveig IBerg) and Pat '05 Munson cele
brated the birth of their first chi ld, 

Graham Richard Munson, on May 6. 

Graham weighed 9 Ibs., 6 oz. and was 20 

inches long. Grandma reports he is 

already a footbal l player. 

200S 

Sara Comstock 

and her hus

band, Joshua 

Livermore, wel

comed their first 

child, Abram 

Comstock 

Livermore, on 

May 17. They 

currently live in 

Iowa City, Iowa. 

Barbara Barnett 

and husband, 

Michael, wel

comed their 

son, Samuel 

Kristian, Feb. 23. 

Michael  is an 

elementary 

school teacher 

for Tacoma 

__ _ � ___ ..... L..I Publ ic Schools 

and Barbara works in PLU's office of stu

dent l ife. 

AsilllOV 
T 

Zeus 
Garfield 
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Here and Now continued 

Foundation created the first fully funded 
endowed chair at PLU, The Benson Family 
Chair in Business and Economic History. 

Reisberg joined the PLU faculty in 
19S 1 and since 1 994 has held the rank 
of professor. Reisberg has contributed to 
the l i terature in special education by 
focusing on topics that can positively 
impact the l ives of students with aca
demic and behavior difficulties, among 
them classroom management, technolo
g)!-based ins tructional methods, and 
para-educator training. 

MediaLab wins regional 

Emmy, national nod 
ur student researcher-filmmakers 

in PLU's MediaLab program won a 
2009 College Division Emmy 

Award this May at the 46th Annual 
Northwest Regional Emmy Awards. 

Junior Melissa Campbell and seniors 
Julie Olds, Shannon Schrecengost and 
Emilie Fim were honored for their origi
nally produced "Illicit Exchanges: 
Canada, the U.S. & Crime," a 3D-minute 
film that explores the effects of crime, 
drugs and gangs in communities across 
North America. The documentary won in 
the News Long Form category, competing 
against colleges and universities from 
Alaska, Montana, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington. 

Research on "Illicit Exchanges" began in 
October 2007, and the team began con
ducting interviews and filming in January 
2008. Their work premiered at the Seattle 
Museum of History and Industry in 
October 2008. 

"We found that issues of crime, poverty, 
gangs and drugs existed in every commu
nity we visited," said Robert Marshall 
Wells, MediaLab's facul ty adviser and 
Assistant Professor of Communication at 
PLU. "This award JUSt exemplifies the 
hard work and dedication that MediaLab 
students invest." 

In addition to the Emmy, "Illicit 
Exchanges" has won a national 2009 
Honorable Mention Award from the 
Broadcast Education Association 
Festival of Media Arts in the long-form 
documentary category, as well as a First 
Place Grand Prize Award from the 
National Broadcasting Society. � 

The Wells Fargo 
Q Club Challenge 
Between Sept. 1 5  and Oct. 1 5 , Wells Fargo 
wilt match new or i ncreased gifts to 
Q Club, dollar for dollar up to $ 1 5,000. 

Now your gift to Q Club can go twice as 
far to help keep a college education afford
able for all students. 

To double your dollars, visit www.plu. edu 
and click on "Make a Gift" or call 
253-535-7 1 77. [gjJ GIFTS IN SUPPORT OF 

. q���II�YH ��NU���!�� 
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perspe 
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outside the classroom in these difficult 
economic days ahead. 

Priorities for the year began co emerge. 
The first goal, we said, is that we must 
mainrain enrollmenr and make sure that 
all srudenrs are ensured ful l  access co a 
PLU education, even in these dlfficult 
economic times. So we resolved co live 
within the lowest ruition, room and 
meals increase in seven years - with an 
associated determination co dedicate 
more resources co studenr financial aid. 

We launched Project Access, a bold new 
initiative underraken on behalf of stu
denrs who are facing unprecedenred 
financial challenges in reaLizing their 
dreams of a college education. As a 
result, when the campaign is complete, 
300 srudenrs will have additional Q Club 
scholarships of$3,500. This from hun
dreds of donors who have reached Out co 
do more because they care. 

Commitment to quality 
Our second goal became co conrinue co 

build a stronger and better university, in 
spite of the financial uncertainty. We 
kept pushing our quality agenda for
ward. The results have been both satisfy
ing and impressive: 
• Last year our faculty adopted a new gen
eral education program co be implemenr
ed this fall .  We could have scopped 
progress on academic reform. But we said 
no, we're going to keep going. Across the 
counrry colleges and universities suspend
ed hiring faculty. But we said no, we're 
not going do that. We are going co replace 
our retiring faculty with new tenure-track 
faculty. We know we must mainrain the 
excellence in teaching and learning that 
we enjoy across the campus, and renew it 
with fresh talenr as we always have. 
• We received a $ 1  million grant from 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to 
help srudenrs from all economic back
grounds srudy abroad. We said that we 
would go Out and match it, and within 
monrhs we succeeded. And so we were 
able to announce a new $2 million 
srudy-away scholarship program co 
increase access and opporrunity for all. 
• This year we were the recipienr of the 
Senacor Paul Simon Award for Campus 
Inrernationalization, an acknowledge
menr that PLU conrinues co be a nation-
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al leader in glo bally focused education. 
In fact, we are the first private college or 
university in the Western United States 
to receive that award. 
. We have raised $ 1 .6 million toward a 
$2 million goal co fully fund an 
endowed faculty chair in Holocaust 
srudies, a program that makes PLU 
unique among Lutheran institutions 
nationally. 

«Certainly we have tightened 

our belts in response to chal

lenging economic times. But at 

the same time we continue to 

fulfill a commitment to keep 

moving our quality agenda 

forward. » 

• A year ago we received a $750,000 
National Science Foundation granr co 
purchase a nuclear magnetic resonance 
spectrometer, the only such instrumenr 
at a private university in the Northwest. 
It is only one example of our expandlng 
investment in srudent-faculty reseatch 
and creative projects. But we needed 
more than $400,000 co remodel Rieke 
Science Cenrer to install it. We rurned co 
our alumni and friends, and within 
weeks that need was fully funded. 

Certainly we have tightened our belts 
in response to challenging economic 
times. But at the same time we conrinue 
co fulfill a commitmenr co keep moving 
our quality agenda forward and you are 
helping make that possible. 

Focused on the future 
Third, we said that we have to keep 

our eyes on the future. Even though we 
are fully occupied dealing with the 
presenr, we've gOt co keep looking 
ahead. So we said we're going co keep 
repairing our roofs. Because we're not 
going to develop a mainrenance deficit. 
We're going to keep buying computers. 
Because we're not going co develop 
a technology deficit. We're going co 
keep buildlng our endowmenr. Because 

that secures our long-term furure. 
Yes, and now the Board of Regenrs has 

authorized us co begin working on PLU 
2020: The Long Range Plan for our Next 
Decade. We believe that the economic sit
uation we're in is not going co last forev
er. And as it starts co mitigate and we 
starr co gain momenrum again, we want 
this university co be positioned to move 
forward even faster. And the PLU family 
of alumni, friends and donors are helping 
us make that possible. 

This commitmenr co the future is the 
PLU educational promise. 

It is a promise that is both distinctive 
and incredibly powerful: At this Lutheran 
university we believe that every single sru
denr is a unique, precious child of God. 
Each studenr is a kind of heirloom seed 
of potenrial and possibility. And we chal
lenge them with the most powerful and 
provocative question there is: What is 
your vocation and calling? 

"What will you do with your one wild 
and precious life?" It is the question that 
has the potenrial to focus and motivate 
us for a lifetime. Not everyone answers 
that challenge here at PLU. But every Stu
denr confronrs it here. And, we hope, 
each srudenr learns co live it here. 

I have never worked with a more hope
ful generation of srudenrs who have 
engaged these "big enough" questions 
than those who are enrolled at Pacific 
Lutheran University coday. These are 
young people of significant talenr. These 
are young people who are serious about 
their education. These are young people 
who are fearless about engaging the 
world. They believe they can make a dlf
ference in the world. They believe that 
they can make a lasting conrribution. 
And they can, with our help. 

I thank you and all of the alumni and 
friends of PLU for believing in the PLU 
educational promise, fo r putting your 
support behind your bellef, for recom
mending us to prospective srudenrs, and 
for sharing the good word about the 
work that goes On here. We cannot do i t  
without you. We celebrate your pa.rtner
ship and our shared dream of the PLU 
educational promise. rn:l 

Loren]. Anderson is president of Pacific 
Lutheran University. 
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October 1 3, 8 p.m. 

U nive rsity Sym phony Orchestra performs 
Karin R e h nqvist's "Arktis-Arktis ! "  

Lagerqu ist Concert H a l l  

October 14, 7 p.m. 

Lecture by Swedish  composer  

Karin Reh nqvist 
U n iversity C enter, S c a n  Center 

October 1 5, 6:30 p.m. 

D avid and  M a ri lyn Kn utson Lecture in  
The ology: New Testa ment scho lar  John 
Domin ic  Crossan 

U n iversity Center, C K  

October 20, 5:30 p.m. 

Facu lty Scho larsh ip  D i n n e r  

U niversity C enter, S c a n  Center 

October 24, 9:30 a.m. 

P LU Wom e n ' s  C lub  Fal l  Brunch :  

K P LU G e nera l  Manager  Pau l  Sta nkavich 

discusses KPLU H istory and c u rrent 

happen ings  

U n ive rsity Center, CK 

October 27, 5 p.m. 

Spr ing Se meste r 2010 Study Away 

Or ientation 

U n ive rsity Ce nter, Regency Room 

October 30, 11 a.m. 

ELCA Seminary Visit 

U n iversity Ce nter, 2ndl Floor Foyer 

N OV E M B E R  

November 5, 8:30 a.m. 

Continu ing  Nurs ing E d u c ation Confere n c e  

U n iversity Center, CK 

November 6-8 

Fami ly Weekend 2009 

www.plu.edu/parents 

November 9, 7 p.m. 

3rd Annua l' G ot (Socio-Economic)  

Privi l e g e ?  

U n ive rsity Ce nte r, Regency Room 

November 10, 8 p.m. 

U niversity Symphony Orchestra a n d  f a c u lty 

f l utist J e n nifer R hyne wi l l  perform Eg i l  

H ovl and 's "Concerto for P icco lo  and  

Orchestra." 

Lag e rqu ist Concert H a l l  

November 1 1 ,  Noon 

Vete rans '  Day Celebration 
M a ry Baker Russe l l  Mus ic  Center, 
La g e rq u ist Concert H a l l  

November 12, 5:30 p.m. 
KPLU Art of J azz 
S eattle Art Museum 

November 1 3, 3 p.m. 
D ivision of Socia l  S c iences  Lecture 
Xavier, Nordquist Lecture H a l l  

Novembef 1 4, 1 0  a.m. 

Confirmation C lass 
U n iversity Ce nte r, 212 

November 16, 8 a.m. 
I nternationa l  Edu c ation Week 
Wang Center 

November 1 6, 7 p.m. 
3rd Annua l  G ot ( La ng u a g e )  Priv i lege?  
University Cente r, R e g e � cy Room 

November 21 . liO a.m. 

Nordic  Sweater Exc h a n g e  
Scandinavian Cu ltural  Ce nte r 

December 2, 5:1 5 p.m. 
Light Up Red Square 
Eastvold,  Red  S q u a re 

D E C E M B E R  

December 4, 7:30 p.m. 

Annua l  S a n kta Lucia Celebration. 
M a ry Baker Russel l  Music Ce nter, 
Lagerqu ist Concert H a l l  

December 4 ,  8 p.m. 

Sankta Luc ia  R e c e ption 

U n iversity C enter, Scan Center 

December 9, 7 p.m. 

N o rwegian Ch ristmas Service 

U n ive rsity Ce nter, Scan  Center 

December 10, Noon 

KPLU Ch ristma s  J a m  li,ve c o n cert 

and b ro a d c a st with, g uest a rtist 

Sara Gazarek 
La g e rq u ist Concert Ha l l  

December 1 0, 5:30 p.m. 

KPLU Art of J azz 

Seattle Art Museum 

December 11 ,  3 p.m. 

D ivis ion of Soc ia l  Sc iences Lectu re 

Xavier, Nordquist Lecture H a l l  

December 1 1 ,  6 p.m. 

Nordlyset Christmas Pa rty 

U n ive rsity Center, Scan  Center 

December 1 1 .  6 p.m. 

S c h ool  of N u rs ing  Recognition 

a nd P inn ing  Ceremony 

Trin ity Luth eran Church 

December 12, 1 0:30 a.m. 

Fal l  Comme n c e me nt 2009 

Olson Aud itori u m  

December 1 9, 6 p.m. 

Nord ic  Ch ristmas Fest 

U n iversity Ce nte r, S c a n  Center rm 
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PLU Scene. Tacoma. Washington 98447-0003 
Address change: If this c o py of Scene is addressed to your son or 

daughter who no longer maintains a permanent address at your home.  

please notify the Off ice of Constituent Relations with his or her  
#BXNKTSS .--. ............... _-----........ -...... 5-0IGIT 98444 

#1 727037# 
new mail ing address. You can reach us by phone at 253-535 -74 1 5  o r  

1 -800-ALUM-PLU. You can a lso fax u s  a t  253-535-8555 o r  e-mail  

a/umni@plu.edu with the new information. Thanks l  

2873 1 7 84 27281 8 
Ms. KersUn E. Ringdal1l 
1 1 8 1 2  Park Ave S 

Taco ma WA 98444-5236 
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Th e P LU e d u c ati o n a l  p rom ise  

President Loren J. Anderson believes these d ifficu lt economic times have enabled PLU to foc u s  on the core strengths and fundamental values that have 
served the univers ity well. 

(An adaptation of an address given at the uni
llet"sity's Spring Donor Banquet in Ma)'.) 

he true nature of a person or an 
organization often shines 
through during times of adversi-

ty. We're seeing that all around us these 
days as the local, national and global 
communities face the turbulence of eco
nomic uncertainty. Many are finding it  
difficult to persevere. Others are finding 
in these challenges pathways to new 
opportunities. 

There is no doubt that this is also a 
remarkable time in the history of Pacific 
Lutheran University. We are being tested 

By Loren j. Anderson 
in new ways. But the remarkable result 
for us has been a return to the core 
strengths and fundamental values that 
have served and continue to serve us 
well. 

I call it the PLU educational promise. 

Economic crisis and our priorities 
In the fall of2008, we began the year 

once again celebrating the joys of teach
ing and learning with great new and 
returning faculty and a lively spirit 
across campus. 

Little did we know that within a few 
days of fall  convocation, we would find 
ourselves in the midst of an evolving 

global economic crisis_ It stopped us in 
our tracks, much as it did every citizen. 

Our first reaction was to say, we've got 
to tighten our belts. \Ve've got to 
become more cautious, more defensive, 
and measure our priorities much more 
carefully. 

But, before long, another deeper real
ization came to us: No, it's not about 
retrenching. We now must do much 
more. We need a game plan. We need a 
strategy. We need to figure out what 
goals are going to inform and drive the 
work of the university both inside and 

continued 011 page 38 
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