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300 students in 20 classes 
study away for J-Term 

his past Jan uary, 20 classes met 
someplace other than the PLU 
cam pus . As parr of J-Terl11, more 

than 300 stude.nts studied off campus 
in places such as China, Egypt and 

Iceland. Many students created b log 
e ntries ro share what they learned, 
which can be viewed at 
https:j/my.pllt.edlt/gtwtp/sojmll"llcl/2009/ 

I n  add ition , th ' Wa.ng Ccnter for 
Imernational Programs hosted a World 
Conversations evem i n  late February. 

Professor Ch uck Bergman d iscussed his 

work in the Amazon on [he i llegal 
wildlife tradc, a.nd Professor Colleen 
Hacker sku'ed he.r experiences as an 

O lympic coa.ch a[ last summer's games 
in China. 

The even t also feacu red s[udell[s 
and faCldty who shared [heir 

i mernationa l experiences, 
from Trinidad & 

Tobago ro 
Washi ngron state's 

o\\ln Neah B ay. 

To read rnore about PLU's \,\/orld 

Conversations event, VISIt 
UlltJU!.plu.edu/wangcenter. 

Students talk trash in 
recycling class 

o professor Claire Todd's natural 
resources class recendy, she asked her 
students to sort through a mound of 

garbage that had been deposited over six 
hours at Rieke Science Center that day. 

The mission: sort trash, talk trash and 
figure out how mLlch could have been 
recycled or composted . They 
also fIgured out the latent energy content 
of the trash i f, for eXalTlp[e, it were 
b u rned. 

The goal of the trash sort, which has 
been a regular feature of this class for a 
decade , is co pur the swden ts all n otice 
about JUSt how much trash doesn't  need 
co end up in a landfil l .  

"1 want students co know that ever), 
botde helps," said Barbara McConathy, 

PLU's environmental services coordina
cor, when asked what students should 
take away from the class. " Everything 
you p u t  in the recycl ing bin will help 
PLU reach its 80 percent recycling goal. 
(Set for 2010)."  

Currently, [he campus recycles 



up co 70 percenr of i ts trash. 
If the major bui ldings on campus 

would reduce the amounr of trash 
thrown in a du mpste r by just  th ree 
totes a week (each tote represenrs abo ut 
90 gallons of trash), the university 
couls! s ave $6,000. 

Development and 
University Relations 
VP named 

teve Olson has 
been named vice 
president fo r 

Devclopmenr and 
University Relations. 

Olson joined the 
u niversity'S develop
menr office i n July 

2007 and most recently served as asso
ciate vice presidenr fo r devdopmenr. 
Before coming to PLU he was a p ro 
gram d i rector with T h e  James 
Company, a development and fund
raising consultanr fo r churches located 
p ri marily in rhe M idwest. There he 
managed stewardship and building 
appeals with congregations. 

Previously, Olson was a Lurheran 
parish pastor for 20 years, serving con
gregations in \Vashington stare and 
M innesora. Olson and his wife, Barbara, 
who is  execurive associate to the presi
dent at PLU, l ive i n  Steilacoom, Wash .  
T h e i r  s o n ,  Aaron,  i s  a senior and their 
daughter, Kari, i s  a sophomore at PLU. 

"Steve is a seasoned professional who 
will bring to his new position both a 
keen understanding of fu nd develop
ment and personal o utreach," PLU 
President Loren ]. Anderson said, " I  
look fo rward t o  continued success i n  
o u r  develop ment and university rela
tions division." 

Organ enthusiasts 
celebrate a decade at PLU 

he past year marked the lO-year 
anniversary of one of PLU's most 
extrao rdinary features: The 

Go ttfried and Mary Fuchs Organ that 
resides in Lagerquist Concert Hall. 

The organ was the dream of fo rmer 
PLU organist, David Dahl, who was 
cold that while there was enough 
money to build Mary Baker Russell 

The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs O rgan has been a 
ma in  attraction at PLU for 10 years. 

Music Center, there was no money to 
buy an organ. Enter friends of PLU. 
Jeffrey Smith, of Frugal Gourmet fame, 

Project 

gave a large i nitial gift, which was fol
lowed by gifts from M ary Baker 
Russell, the Foss Foundation, and the 
Gottfried & Mary Fuchs Fo undation of 
Tacoma. 

The organ, bui lt  by Paul Fritts & 
Company Organ Builders, has been 
one of PLU's marq uee attracrions ever 
since. It is, in fact, what drew current 
organist Paul Tegels to campus. He was 
awed by the size and power of the 
instrument, which includes playing not 
one, but three, keyboards. 

"This was the main reason I applied 
fo r this posirion," Tegels said, looking 
up at the organ after playi ng a set for 
visicors. "It's not often you find an 
organ like this," he said. 

What can you do to U' l 1 r 
l 'I I who may be having a difficult time 

financing college during this uncertain economy? 

Join us in supporting Project Access, a special i n i tiative that will provide 300 
scholarships of $3,500 each co new and continuing students at PLU. The 
students you will support come from all walks of life and have goals and 
aspirarions co make a real di fference in me world. 

You may fund one or more Project Access Q Club scholarships or you may 
fu nd a porrion of one scholarship , depending on your abil ity co give. Each fully 
fu nded $3 ,500 scholarship can be named either in your honor or in the honor 
or memory of a loved one. You also will receive a brief profile of rhe student who 
receIves your support. 

Office of Oevelopmem 
www.plu.edu/project-access 
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cont;;lued 

Cut the tape ! 

A year after ground breaking, the 1 3,OOO-square-foot M a rtin J. Neeb Center, KPLU's new headquarters, is open for business. PLU President Loren J .  
And erson, PLU Regent a n d  donor  Larry Neeb ,  Barbara Neeb and  her husband ,  Genera l  M a n a g e r  Emeritus M a rtin  Neeb, took part in  a n  offi c ia l  ribbon 
er, audio ta pe - cutting last January. The $8.9 mil l ion  bu i ld ing  wi l l  a lso be the home of PLU's development off ice .  A forma l  ded i cation of the n ew bui ld ing 
wi l l  take place in October. 

PLU receives a 300 
year-old Torah 

hilanrhropist Cindy Boyce has 
donated to PLU a Torah with a 
pedigree that dates back to the 

1 700s. Boyce's family has made donat
ing religious artifacts to universi ties 
one of their philanrhropic endeavors. 

The 300 year-old sctoll, transcribed in 
Motocco, has been decommissioned for 
a number of years. The manuscript is 
made of about 100 feet of tanned 
leather and each book is transcribed in  
Hebrew. Every detail was transcribed 
with painstaking detail by a specially 
trained scribe working under very strict 
rules. 
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The Torah is the most holy of sacred 
writings in Judaism. It's the first of 
three sections of the Hebrew Bible and 

P rofessor Samuel  Torvend  '73 i n spects the Torah 
g iven to PLU by ph i l anthropist Cindy Boyce .  

consists of five books: Genesis, Exodus, 
Levi ticus, Numbers and Deutetonomy. 

The Torah Boyce donated to PLU is 
one of the oldest she has ever seen. Its 
value has been appraised at more than 
$ 1 00,000. 

After Boyce has collected the religious 
items, she searches for an ll1stitution 
that has the ability, knowledge and 
facilities to truly appreciate them. She 
discovered PLU was one of those places 
because her daughter has several friends 
who attend school here. 

"This is a wonderful gift you give us," 
said Samuel Torvend '73, associate pro
fessor of religion and chair of the reli
gion departmenr, upon recei pt of the 
Torah. 



Former ASPLU leader 
tagged as Rising Star 

amara Power-Drutis '08 received 
the Undergraduate Rising Star 
Award from the Student Affairs 

Administrators in Higher Education. 
The award is given to an undergradu

ate annually based on service to others, 
demonstrating outstanding leadership 
skills ,  significantly contributing to 
their institution by p lanning an acriviry 
or program that benefits s tudents, 
involvemenr in research that would 
benefit the studenr affairs profession, 
helping to make the campus culture a 
positive experience for students and 
going beyond what other students are 
contributing on campus. 

POUJer-Dr�utis UJas the ASPLU 
vice president during the 07-
J08 school year. V?hile in that 

position she led an effort to 

make PLU a more sustainable 

and environmental�y 

conscious campus. 

Power-Drutis' honor was from Region 
V, which includes chapters from 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada and Arizona, as well as British 
Columbia and Alberta, Canada. 

Power-Drutis was the ASPLU vice 
president during the '07-'08 school year. 
While in that position she led an effort 
to make PLU a more sustainable and 
environmentally conscious campus. � 

Professor of biology William 
Teska received $ 1 5 ,000 from the 
Wiancko Charitable Foundation for 
PLU's environmental studies pro
gram. The grant was a follow-up to 
last year's S90,000. The money wil l  
be used as part of  the faculty-stu
denr research and creative projects 
for summer 2009. 

Michael 
Halvorson, ass is
tanr professor of 
history, publ ished a 
book, "Defining 
Community in 
Early Modern 

Europe," co-edited with Karen E. 
Spierl ing, Ashgate Publishing. He 
also publ ished the article, "JelVs and 
Jesuits in a Confessional Age: 
Heinrich Heshusius and the 
Boundaries of Community in 
Hildesheim," published in October, 
2008 in Sixteenth Century Journal. 

Christine Moon, 
professor of psy
chology, obtained a 
granr from the 
American 
Psychological 
Association and 

organized a one-day conference for 
researchers last fall ,  in Washington 
D.C.: "Fetal to Infanr Continuities: 
Constructs and Measurement." 

David Ward, 
assistant professor 
of the Marriage and 
Family Therapy 
Department, won 
the " Ed ucator of the 
Year" award from 

the Washington Association of 
Marriage and Family Therapy. 

Matthew Smith, associate profes
sor of biology, received $20,000 
from the M.J. M urdock Charitable 
Trust for "Plant Systematics Faculty 
Research Start-up Costs Grant." 

Michael Behrens, assistant pro
fessor of biology, received a grant of 
$3 ,722 for travel costs from the 
Washingron Sea Grant Program, 
2009-20 1 0. He wil l  study "Spatial 
and temporal dynamics of sea 
urchin disease on the Olympia 
Peninsula." 

Akiko Nosaka, assistant profes
sor of anthropology, published, 
with Radheshyam Bairagi 
"Traditional Roles, tdodern 
Behavior: Intergenerational 
Inte rvention and Contraception in  
Rural Bangladesh," Human 
Organization: Journal of the 
Society for Applied Anthropology. 

Priscilla St. 
Clair, associate 
professor of eco
nomics, presented 
" Household 
rorestr), 
Contracring and 

Labor Allocation to Forest, Farm, 
and Off-Farm Production in Rural 
China" at the Environment for 
Development lnitiative annual 
meeting held in Beijing. 

Stan Brue, former professor of  
economics, and h i s  spouse Terryl, 
Cl'eated the Stanley and Terryl Brue 
Travel Abroad Scholarsh ips, which 
will fund two $2,500 student schol
arships to defray expenses associat
ed with a study away (ourse. 
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Sen ior  c a pstone :  'th e toughest c l ass th ey wi l l  ever ta ke' 

f Tosh Kakar has h i s  way, James 
Crosetto, Jeremy Ellison and Seth 
Schwiethale will have spent most 

o f  their senior year trapped in a proj
ect room just off Morken 2 12 .  It is a 
state-of-the-art room adjacent to the 
electronics lab . This room is theirs for 
the year, where they wil l  study and 
experiment - as well as nap on a beat
up couch, and work i n to the wee 
hours of the night, fueled on carbon
ated caffeine drinks and del ivered 
pizza. 

And they'll be doing it for a mere 
fou r  credits. FO UL 

"This is the toughest class they wil l  
ever take," says Kakar. " I t  is eq u al to 
20 credits, easily." 

Kakar, an assistant p ro fessor o f  
computer science and computer engi
neering, is advising the trio o f  S tu
dents in their senior-year capstone. He 
wil l  guide and m e nto r the students 
fo r a whole year as they e mbark on the 
ambitious p roject of designing - fro m 
scratch - a remote-control car that is 
operable over the Internet. If the cap
stone project works as planned, 
Crosetto, Ellison and Schwiethale will 
be able to control a remote-control 
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vehicle from any laprop, so long as it  
can receive a wireless Internet signal. 
David Wol ff, chair of the Comp ut e r  
Science and Computer Engineering 
p rogram, calls it "something like the 
Mars Rover - the principles arc similar, 
but on a smaller scale." 

Everyone else, students and \j?olff 
i ncluded, call it ambitious. 

Such is the life ofPLU seniors 

the capstone project will be one 

of the most difficult) challeng

ing and rewarding things they 

will do at the university. 

Such is the l ife o f  PLU seniors - the 
capstone project will be one of the most 
difficult, challenging and rewarding 
things they wil l  do at the university. It 
will co mbine just abou t  everything they 
have learned over their time at PLU -
and then some. 

"Actually, a lot of the stuff we are 
encountering we never even learned in 
class," said Ell ison, a computer science 

and computer engineering maj o r  fro m  
Gig Harbor, \Vash. 

That is no reflection of the classes 
Ellison took. Instead, it shows [hat the 
stlldents are building upon their class 
lessons as they embark on their capstone. 

George Hauser, associate professor o f  
computer science and computer engi
neering and the professor who oversees 
all the capstone projects in the CSCE 
department, sees i t  the same way. "The 
stll ff we are teaching in class are the 
building blocks for what they wil l  do in 
their capstone, and what they do after 
they leave PLU," he said. 

Crosetto, Ell ison and Schwiethale are 
up against a tight deadline:  the Natural 
Science Division's Academic Festival set 
for May 1 and 2, 2009, in the Morken 
Center for Learning and Technology. 
There, all seniors in the natural sciences 
will present the findings of their cap
stone research, or the results of their 
prOJects. A large n u mber of alumni also 
attend the festival, some of who m dis
cuss the work they are doing in the 
industry. Kakar referred to it as "bring
ing the whole family together." 

"Festival" is the operative word here -
the event b ubbles with excitement, 



according w Hauser. " Interview," might 
be another apt descripwr - the event is 
known w draw employers who are 
looking for promising students who, 
even as undergraduates are explo ring 
promising scientific w p ics. 

Back w the project at hand - the 
"Iv1ars Rover." 

When Crosetw, Ellison and 
Schwiethale envisioned their p roject, 
they hoped w work on something 
they'd be interested i n  - exactly the type 
of thing that makes a good capswne. 
Ell ison suggested something he had 
been i n terested in for years: remote con
trol cars. They developed a project 
abstract that embraced the discipline of 
computer engineering (building an 
mi croprocessor controlled car that has 
a camera mou nted on i t) with comp ut
er science (developing software that 
makes the car and camera operable in 
real ti me). Then, they moved into 
design analysis. 

Then, they figured out how w scale 
back their plans for something more 
manageable. 

It is pan of the process, Hauser notes 
- nothing wrong with that. Pan of any 
design process is d iscovering what is 

manageable and what isn't - and 
then figuring o u t  what can actually 
bc created. 

" Even the things we though t would be 
the simplest tasks, l ike working on the 
basic interface with the robot's camera, 
have posed unexpected problems," said 
Seth Schll'iethale, a comp u te r  science 
major fro m Port Angeles, Wash.  

As he said this, al l  th ree professors -
Wolff, Hauser and Kakar - nod know
ingly. They've been there before. These 
are valuable lessons learned. 

'Tm not going co step in all the time," 
said Hauser, " lthe s tudents] won't  learn 
anyth i ng that way." 

By all ind ications, the students are 
learni ng - a lot.  They've been able co 
adjust  the scope of their project, and as 
the second semester begins, the)r've 
started procotyping their robot and the 
implementati on phase. 

This is where Kakar comes in. H e  likes 
co talk abo u t  "cracking the whip" - he 
even l i kes w panwmime the motion. 
He does it with a s mile, but  everyone 
gets the picture .  This opportun i ty w 
work so closely with their professor is 
so valuable - Kakar is j ust as passionate 
abo u t  guidjng the students through the 

capswne as the students are in com
pleting i t. 

Kakar talks about " m i lestones" - set
ting up enough successes early in the 
year, so that they are able w reach their 
p roject goal. All  CSCE capstone proj
ects take place over the entire academic 
year - professors like w get the students 
thinking about it during their j u nior 
year. Any project is going w need man)' 
m ileswnes - and a mentor like Kakar w 
offer su pport, insigh t and an occasional 
whip crack. 

Even so, there will be enough all
nighters i n  the project room before the 
trio is all done. But given the experience 
they arc getting, their ability to work so 
closely with their professor - not to 
mention the opportunities it might 
provide after graduation - they all say it 
is worth the time and effort. Frequently, 
smdents are even hired based on their 
capswne accomplishments .  

" I t  h a s  been great," says Crosetto, a 
computer science and comp u ter engi
neering major from Ashford, Wash .  
"But y o u  realize how m uch work i t  real
ly takes." 

Just  l ike real l ife .  [ID 
-Steve Hansen 
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Renee J ohnson,  a second-year MFT student, 
consu lts with another stud ent between sessions 
at the program's East Campus location. 



y the time the class of about 
20 students i n  the Marriage 
and Family Therapy p rogram 
at PLU graduate, they will 
have provided 1 0,000 hours 

of community service. 
" Everyo ne that we see here is from 

this community," said Renee Johnson, a 
second-year M FT stude nt. By commu
n i ty, she means the greater Parkland, 
Tacoma and East Pierce County area. 
It's a welcomed and much-needed serv
ice provided by PLU and its master's
level students. And it also provides real
life experience for them. 

The M FT program extends beyond 
what some might think.  In addition to 
couples and marital issues, the s tudent 
therapists help i n  addressing family, 
parenting, depression, anxie ty, divorce, 
trauma, co mmu nication, anger man
agement, sex and sexuality, grief and 
loss, and drug and alcohol issues. 

Being able to address such a large 
spectrum of needs over the last rwo-plus 

years has been a benefit to more than 
500 people who have sought therapy at 
the program's East Campus location at 
the corner of 12 1st  Street S. and Pacific 
Avenue. In addition to classrooms, the 
Cou pies and Family Therapy Center is 
equipped with numerous consultation 
rooms, where fellow students and faculty 
members can observe and advise studem 
therapists. 

Every student in the p rogram starts 
cli nical work their first semester. The 
p rogram is unique because usually the 
fi rst clin.ical experience many students 

in other p rograms get is when they starr 
imerning at an off-campus site. 

" We prefer not to do i t  that way," said 
M FT Director Charles York. "By the 
t ime they hit the com m u n i ty they have 
a semester already under their be1lts." 
That experience gets students, as York 
li kes to put it, "past the deer i n  the 
headlights stage." 

There's only so much a s rudem can 
learn in the classroom, York said. They 
need to imeract with clie nts to under
stand that no rwo cases are exactly the 
same. And being able to consult with 
other studems and faculty about cases 
helps provide the best service to the 
cliem. 

"I like the approach this p rogram 
has," Johnson said. "It's on-site learning 
in my mind." 

" [  think that the close-knit atmos
phere of the fac ulty and students drew 
me i n," said second year student Alaina 
Anderson. "It's probably the most 
important thing. I would be lost if  I 
didn't have all these people to talk to 
and learn fro m." 

It's well respected teach i ng too - all 
three faculty members of the program 
have won the Washington State 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
Educator's of the Year Award. 

The services the M FT program pro
vides and the preparation the students 
receive when they go to an off-site loca
tion is well recognized, York said. 

"There are a lot of good agencies ask
ing for our students," he said, "actually 
more than we can provide." 1m 

B Y  C H R I S  A L B E R T 

MFT stud ents hand le  al l  p a rts of the consu ltation 
process, from schedul ing  c l ien ts to conducting 
therapy sessions. 
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The Olson-Monson-Gedde 
cousins make it a falnily affair 
WHENEVER ADMISSION COUNSELORS were preparing [0 
visit Brett Monson while he was in high school, they'd look at 
his application and then, inevitably, do a double take. 

The five lines under " \\1ho else do you know at PLU" were 
fi lled with his parents, his aunts, his uncles and his grandpar
ents. He'd finally start scribbling on the back. 

"Yeah, I have pretty broad roots at PLU," junior Brett said 
while discussing how six s tudents - cousins, brothers and sis
ters of the Olson-Monson-Gedde-clan - all came to be at PLU 
at the same time. 

The first to arrive was Aaron Olson, a business major, who 
will graduate this year. He was followed by his cousin Michael  

Monson (senior), who was then followed by Michael's cousin, 
B rett Monson Uunior) .  Then there are Aaron's sister, Kari 
Olson (sophomore), cousin Linnea Olson (freshman), and 
another cousin, Rondi Gedde Uunior) .  

These cousins are all  connected by two b rothers, the grand
parents, who had strong connections [0 PLU and Lutheran 
universities. They were Dave Olson, former direc[Or of athlet-

i ics ( '68-'96) and his brother Luther Olson, whose son, Steve 
Olson is now vice president of Development and University 
Relations at PLU, and father of Aaron and Kari. Steve Olson is 
also the uncle of Linnea. 

The Monson-Gedde side of the clan can be traced from Dave 
Olson's daughters, Julie '85 and Jana Olson '82. Julie is the 
mother of M ichael Monson, and an aunt [0 B rett. Rondi is 
Jana Olson's daughter. Got all this) 

If you don't, that's fine, the cousins say. They are accus
[Omed [0 the confusion as they explain the lineage over a 
series of interviews. 

Despite the family connections [0 PLU, Aaron, 2 1 , said that 
coming [0 PLU wasn't a slam dunk. He grew up in  
\Vashing[On state, but  moved [0  Minnesota. Ultimately, he  
wanted [0  return [0 the Northwest. So  he came by  h imself [0 
PLU four years ago and quickly grew [0 love the campus.  



Although there seems to be an entire gaggle of cousins around 
the university, everyone reported that they don't see each other 
around every rum. 

[n fact, it came as a surprise when Aaron arrived for a com
munications class in 2008, and found Out that Michael and 
Rondi were taking the same class. 

Brett ' 1 0  said he remembers having childhood memories of 
coming to campus with his dad, Eric Monson '83, to watch 
football games. His mom, Lisa, graduated from PLU in 1 986. 

"I have kind of a history here," he said. "My dad would come 
down to see Frosty \'(/estering, so I remember watching many 
of the games from the sidelines. They were so awesome. 
And to be actually playing football for the university now is 
amazing." 

A biology major with hopes of becoming an orthopedic sur
geon, Brett, 20, said he doesn't run into his cousins much, 
unless it's a chance meeting in the UC while grabbing l unch, 
as happened last fall during this interview, when Aaron and 
Kari bumped into him. 

" If anything, I 'd like to see more of them," he said. 
Linnea Olson, 19 , said she was mulling over going to PLU or 

Concordia College in Minnesota, her home s tate. She finally 
decided to become a Lure, to "spread my wings a little" and 

get away from home. It didn't hurt, however, knowing she'd 
know someone once she arrived on campus. 

Rondi needed more convincing. She at firs t wasn't going to 
go anywhere near PLU, since "it was the fam i ly school." So she 
first went to \'(/estern Washington University in March. 

When she reabzed that M ichael was transferring to PLU 
from Concordia, she made up her mind to transfer to PLU 
too. 

"Really, family plays a big parr of everyth ing with us," she 
said. "There is  support and contacts (at  PLU)." 

Rondi's living at home i n  Olympia now to save some money, 
but while on campus, she often drops by a house rented by 
Michael, which happens to be right across the street from a 
house Aaron is renting. So it provides an informal hub for the 
clan. 

Michael, 2 1 , is finishing up a business degree and is a self
avowed hockey fanatic. He first decided to stay in the Midwest, 
at Concordia College. But when the thermometer hit 67 below 
one win ter, he decided to transfer west to warmer climes. 

Kari said she had always wanted to come to PLU, and is glad 
she made that choice. 

"Some people think it's weird," she laughed. "But I love the 
shared experience." [ID 
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B Y  K E V !  O ' B R l f  • A S  I TA N T  PRO F E  O R  O F  R E L I G I O N  

The Burden of 

STEWARDSHIP 
What can Christian ethics tel l  us about responsibi l ity, 

spotted owls and bei ng the do minant  species ? 

When I tell people  char r am a Chrisrian ethicist, 
[hey freq uendy have one of tWO reactIOns. Ei[h�r chey make a 
nervous Joke abour how rm probably j udging their every 
action agams[ a high moral standard, or the)1 ask me for a 
qll1 ck answer to a moral questlon chat bas been bothenng 
[h em . I'm never sure how to respond, because ! don't believe 
thar Chnsnan echlcs should Involve easy J udgmenrs or 
answers. I have long sough r a good way ro �,<plain char my 
disclplme IS not abour party trICks or qwck. new paper
Colu lll 111sr sc)'lt· advICe. Rarher, If is abour Jialogue: dialogue 
becween an anclenr faith [(admon and contemporary prob
lellls, be [ween peoples of fairh faCing clifficult choices. 
Lately, [ 've been cryi ng to geL rhlS across by changing [he 
subjecr to sparred owls. 

The northern spotted owl Lives in WashingtOn, O regon and 
Nonhern California, and I t  has been parucularl y vulnerable 
to rhe loss of our region 's old growrh forest, I ts only habi rar. 
So, ' potted owls were ILsted as threatened under the u.s. 
Endangered Speclcs Act In 1990, sparking a conrennous 
naoonal debate In wh ich d1e economic i n terests of logging 
commun mes here in [he paclrlC Nonhwest were presented as 
diamerrlCally opposed to the envi ronmental imeresrs of pre
serv1ng rhe subspeCies and ItS habitac After long fights and 
conrroverSles, a cnclcal habitat of more than 6 mdlton acres 
of old growth fores[ was ser asiJc. for the !iponed 0\\ 1, and 

logging remam absolute l }' forbidden on those lands. 
Years later. chere are many who believe dlar more 

should have been done co save the owls, and many 

others who u ll believe that this Wal a disastrous chOice for 
the logging economy of the region. So, che debate abOUt the 
sporred owl continues. 

Unfortunately, the possl biliry of spotted owl exrinction COn
tinues, as weLL Already weakened by a reduced habitat, the)' 
aft! now also threatened by West Nile Virus, d. changmg cli
marc and an invaslVt: species, t he barred owl. According to 
c hI' U.s. Fish and Wjldlife Service, thLs last th reat IS the most 
severe and im mediate one, which could seriously endanger 
the sW"viving sported owls. 

Nanve co rhe G reat Plams, barred owls a.rt: far more adapt
able chan che i r  sported COUSinS, and so have madt: rhe lr wa)-' 
across the countl) along the patchwork of habitacs that 
human agriculture and cransporranon have built. By bu ild-
109 more a.nd more roads a.nd developments, dle hu man 
bei ngs of [his con ri nent have constnrcced an t'nOrmous habi
cat comdor char has led balTed owls from their na tive ranges 
to [he old growth fow;[ of dle Pacific Northwest. where they 
can easily adapc and setde ln, and ",here their nesring and 
dietary needs are vircually identical to chose of the spotted 
owl. This aJaptive species is al 0 aggressive when competing 
fur breeding ground, and observers have seen ban'ed wls tl} 
mto sporred 0\\'1 nescs, roll Ute eggs OUt and Lay their own . 
So, alrl10ugh It has left the n'om pages, dle sporred owl 
remains an endangered species. 

This is the hnd of Issue wit h ",hieh Christian ethics muse 

» 
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The Burden of 
STEWARDSHIP 

deal, an issue rhar calls for deep reflecrion and careful con
siderarion rarher rhan quick judgmenrs or easy answers. Do 
human beings have a responsibiliry [0 spo[[ed owls? To 
barred owls? How much of a responsibil iry, and how do we 
balance ir againsr orher urgenr moral concerns? These are 
imporranr quesrions raised by rhe case of rhe spo[[ed owl, 
and rhe dialogue of Chrisrian erhics calls for a response f[Om 
fairh rradirions. 

One response can be found in Genesis, Chaprer 6, which 
begins rhe famous s[Ory of Noah and his ark. As rhis s[Ory 
begins, "rhe wickedness of humankind was grear in rhe earrh," 
and God is preparing for a carasrrophic flood (6:5) .  In prepa
rarion for rhis flood, God insrrucrs one man [0 build a large 
boar, nor jusr [0 save himself and his family, bur  also for rep
resenrarives of every orher species on rhe planer. God rells 
Noah [0 find ar leasr rwo of "every living rhing" and [0 "keep 
rhem alive wirh you" (Genesis 6 : 19) .  

Of course, b iblical s[Ories can be inrerprered in mulriple ways, 
bur when reading rhis rexr wirh rhe sporred owl in mind, ir is 
hard nor [0 be caughr by rhe words "keep rhem alive wirh 
you." The concern here is nor jusr rhe survival of human 
beings, bur  all of God's crearures; Noah and his family are sin
gled our because rhey can build an ark, bur rhe ark is for all 
species. This suggesrs rhar, ar leasr according [0 one rexr 
imporranr [0 my fairh rradirion, human beings do have a 
responsibiliry for owls. In rhe face of rhrears [0 rhe survival 
of rhe sporred owl, we should work [0 "keep rhem alive wirh 
us." The ark serves as a symbol: all God's crearures are in rhe 
same boar [Ogerher, and human beings are called [0 p[Orecr 
orher crearures from rhe dangerous and uncerrain world 
around us. 

In Chrisrian envi[Onmenral erhics, we call rhis srewardship: 
human beings are parr of crearion, crearures like all orhers, 
bur  we also have a special place of power in rhe world, and 
we musr work [0 use rhar power responsibly and carefully. 
S rewardship means rhar rhe world - rhe ark we all share -
belongs [0 God, and human beings are charged wirh manag
ing i r. S rewardship rells us rhar we have been given a special 
responsibiliry [0 rend rhe crearion like a garden, [0 rill and 
keep God's world. Ie reaches us an ancienr lesson of erhics 
rhar mighr be referred [0 as rhe Spiderman principle: wirh 

16  PLU SCENE SPRING 2009 > FEATURES 

rhe grear power we hold as rhe dominanr species on rhe 
planer comes rhe grear responsibiliry of raking care of rhe 
world around us. 

Chrisrian erhics rherefore offers imporranr moral principles 
[0 a dialogue abour  sporred owls: we are rhe srewards of cre
arion, and as such we have a responsibiliry [0 orher species. 
However, conrinuing rhe dialogue offers reminders rhar such 
a principle is nor easy or srraighrforward when applied in 
rhe real world. In  rhe early 1 990s, rhis reminder came in rhe 
form of long debares abour  rhe cosr [0 rhe economy of rhe 
Pacific Norrhwesr if rhe sporred owl was prorecred. Many 
loggers and logging companies were convinced rhar serring 
aside enough foresr [0 save rhese owls would desrroy rheir 
indusrry and rherefore rhe region's economy. While rhe 



worst of these predictions have not come true, some people 
have been adversely affected by efforts to save the spotted 
owl: keeping them alive with us has had a cost. 

What's more, our efforts have not yet been completely effec
tive: the spotted owl remains threatened, most particularly 
by the invasive barred owls, fo r which we have built a corri
dor straight into the Pacific Northwest. The Endangered 
Species Act charges the government to protect spotted owls, 
and so the U.S .  Fish and Wildlife Service is legally required 
to do something about this threat. Theit current proposal, a 
policy that is being carried out right now by our govern
ment, is to kill barred owls, to capture and shoot the inva
sive birds. To save owls, we are killing owls. 

This is a shocking fact, an uncomfortable sign that there is 
no easy way to steward the natural world. I believe barred 
owls are God's creatures, and that they themselves have 
done nothing wrong, simply following their instincts and 
adapting to the world hu man beings have reshaped. The 
idea that these owls should be killed bothers me, but  I know 
of no other viable proposal to defend and protect spotted 
owls from their incu rsion. S ince barred owls are not endan
gered, i t  does not threaten their species to kill i ndividual 
owls. Still ,  this is  a re minder that there is a cost to protect
ing the spotted owl, to other creatures as well as to human 
be ings. 

With the great power we hold 
as the dominant species on 
the planet comes the great 
responsibility of taking care 
of the world around us.  

This raises another set o f  very difficu lt  questions: How hard 
must we work to keep other species alive with us? Will this 
goal ever come into conflict with the goal of thriving, ful
filled h uman lives? If it does, how do we decide b e tween 

them? Furthermore, how do we decide 
between the spo tted owl and the barred 
owl, between the desire to keep all species 
alive with the concern to keep other crea-
tures alive? What should we be willing to sacrifice to follow 
God's command to Noah, and when might we decide that 
such a command is unreasonable or imp ossible to obey? 

The Christian tradition does not offe r clear answers to these 
questions, and nei ther does our society. We do not have 
common gro und on how to balance the hu man economy 
with species preservation. Animal rights activists and envi
ronmen talists do not agree on when or whether we can jus
tifiably kill  invasive creatures. My own view is that we 
should b e  working hard to save the spotted owl and to pre
serve its old growth habitat; I bel ieve that logging must be 
restric ted in a large territory and invasive barred owls 
should be eradicated as much as possible. However, I have 
come to these perspectives in dialogue with others who dis
agree, and I cominue to respect them and learn from their 
views. 

This is why I use the spotted owl to explain what Christian 
ethics is:  the owl demons trates the complications of apply
ing morality in our world, re minding us how deep and imri
cate are the moral challenges we face, how the best we can 
do in  many s ituations is cominue a dialogue rather than 
seek easy judgmems or  answers. If we are to deal with issues 
as complicated as the spotted owl, if we are to draw on a 
diverse tradition thousands of years old, then Chris tian 
ethics must be ab out such cominued dialogue, questions, 
and complexi ty. llil 
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n any given weekday afternoon 
you will find James Crosetto 
and Lexie Miller engrossed in 

athletic endeavors. 
Look for Crosetto on the tennis 

courts hitting reaction volleys or work
ing up a sweat while playing a chal
lenge match against a men's tennis 
teammate. Nearby, Lexie Miller puts in 
countless practice laps, aimed at 
preparing her for the track and field 
season and her specialty, the 3000-
meter steeplechase. 

For Crosetto and Miller, participat
ing in intercollegiate athletics at PLU 
means living our a passion, and it is as 
i mportant a part of their lives as their 
academic pursuits .  And make no mis
take, academics is a major part of both 
of their lives. 

Crosetto and Miller are two of 
approximately 32 peer tutors who work 
for the Academic Assistance Center. 
Additionally, they are two of five cur
rent tutors who also participate in 
intercollegiate athletics. (The others are 
Dan Hibbard, track and field, who 
tutors in biology; Kat Jenkins, women's 
crew, who tutors in math and physics; 
and Luke Weinbrecht, track and field, 
who tutors in geoscience.) 

For 35 years PLU's peer tutoring pto
gram has aimed to "provide academic 
support for students at all academic 
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levels, from those striving for an 'A,' :J 
those hoping to get through a class 
with a passing mark, and everywhere in 
between," says director Leslie Foley '88. 

All tutors must first be approved by 
the department in which they tutor, 
and then they are trained by Foley in a 
one-credit course that meets College 
Reading and Learning Association 
guidelines. For Croserto and Miller, 
both CRLA certified, training to 
become a tutor has similarities to train
ing for athletic success. 

MEN'S TENNIS 
JAMES CROSETTO 

A smile comes easily to the face of 
James Crosetto, a senior from 
Eatonville, Wash. ,  who is majoring in 
computer science and computer engi
neering. The tall, blond-headed 
Crosetto is justifiably proud of the 
classroom acumen that has led to a 
3.88 grade point average. His natural 
propensity for all-things computer is 
buoyed by a strong work ethic. "I really 
enjoy it, so that probably helps," 
Crosetto said. "But I like to think that I 
put in a lot of hard work." 

He's just as proud, however, of his 
success on the tennis court as a four
year varsity performer for the men's 
tennis team. That success, he would 
admit, is due more to hard work and 

passion than to natural athletic ability. 
In his first three years on the tennis 

team, James has been on the cusp of 
establishing his place among the top six 
singles players. He has compiled a 
career 14-3 singles record at PLU, 
including an 8-2 record in 2007. He is 
9-9 in doubles play. His senior season 
figures to be much like the first three -
intermittent appearances in singles and 
doubles play depending on the compe
tition. After all, it's tough work break
ing into the top six of the regionally 
ranked team. 

For Crosetto, the pursuits of academ
ic and athletic excellence are a normal 
part of life, and his role as a peer tutor 
fits into that lifestyle. 

Crosetto started as a peer tutor in the 
faa of 2007. Leslie Foley was looking 
for a new computer science tutor and 
Crosetto was recommended by the 
department. For the last year and a half 
he has tutored students taking intro
duction to computer science and data 
structures . Those students can find 
Crosetto in the computer  science lab 
five hours during the week. "It's not a 
huge time commitment and it makes it 
easier to work i t  in with tennis," 
Crosetto admits. 

"(Being a peer rutor) creates more 
pressure and takes more of my time, 
but it fits really well with my major," he 



said. "When I'm helping people, I get to 
see a lot of problems that they run into, 
and helping solvc them gives me a bet
ter understanding of the subject. For 
me it's a good experience, as well as 
being a job." 

Crosetto's main rools on the tennis 
court are a solid fo rehand and a fast 
servc. His most important tools while 
tutoring are patience and a good sense 
of humor. "If people are getting frus
trated with their assignment, juSt being 
able to Lighren up the mood helps a 
lot," he said. 

Because the tennis team plays 
upwards of25 matches during a season, 
there have been occasional conflicts 
between Crosetto's turoring schedule 
and his tennis matches. But the con
flicts are easily resolved. "I've never real
ly had to decide between one or the 
other," he said. 

That is fortu nate, because Crosetto's 
passion for being a student is matched 
only by his passion for being an athlete. 
At PLU, both those passions are satis
fied. 

CROSS C O C;-::TRY, TRACK A N D  F I E L D  

LEXIE MILLER 
For an athlete who spends so much 

time running anything but a straight 
l ine, Lexie Miller is about as straight
fo rward a person as you'll ever meet. 

Mil ler, who graduated from Stadium 
High School in  Tacoma, has been a 
member of the women's cross coun try 
and track and field teams throughout 
her four  years at PLU. 

Like Crosetto, M iller has been a peer 
tutor since 2007, and was recommend
ed for the position by a faculty member. 
She tutors math students at nearly 
every level. M iller, who maintains a 3.9 1 
grade point average, can be found in 
the math lab four nights per week fo r a 
couple of hours each night. 

( 1  have to look for new ways 

to look at a problem. I have to 

explain the method behind i� 

which has really challenged 

me and made me a better 

student. » -Lexie Miller 

The lanky MiJler pursues running the 
same way she does mathematics, with 
equal measure purpose and success. 
Throughout her cross-country career 
she has been among PLU's to p runners, 
and last spring during the track and 
field season she shattered by nearly 18 
seconds the school record in  the 

women's 3,OOO-meter steeplechase, 
running 1 1 :30.73. Her goal is to break 
the I 1 -minu te barrier, and that would 
pur her within range of qual ifying for 
the NCAA Division III national meet. 
"If ! break 1 1  (minutes), I might as well 
go for nationals," Miller said. 

Miller says patience is most impor
tant to her while turoring. It is because 
mathematics comes so easily ro her 
that she is a tutor, and yet it is that 
very quality that can cause her frustra
tion with students who give up roo eas
ily on a problem. 

"The biggest thing is learning 
patien ce, because not everybody has 
the same learning style and not every
bod)! understands it the same way that 
I do," Miller said. "1 have ro look for 
new ways ro look at a problem. I have 
ro explain the method behind it, which 
has really challenged me and made me 
a better studen t." 

Mi ller has, fo r the most part, broken 
her l ife inro a simple equation: athlet
ics plus school equals one day. 
"Twenty-four hours in a day is plenty 
for those two. Some other things can 
suffer," she said. 

Miller puts it another way: "Running 
for me is like a stud)' break. Eve rybody 
needs a few hours a day away from the 
books." � 
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continued 

' I Penci l  Us In 1 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

March  13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ta bles for Eight, Sca ndinavian Cultural Center, plU 

Apri l 24-26 . •  , . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . , " " "  .Spring Pa rents Council Meeting, PLU 

Apri 1 24-26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring  Alu mni Boa rd Meeting,  PLU 

May 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sprlng D onor Banquet, PLU 

May 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring Commencement, Tacom a Dome 

August 14-17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . , , . ,  . .  , .2009 Lute U 

For more information: www.plus/umni,org or cal l 800·ALU M ·PLU . 

IN 1 985, A GROUP OF FRESHMAN BEGAN RUNNING CROSS COUNTRY for coach 
Brad Moore with the team name ·Parkland Youth," The name stuck, and they h ave 
c al led  themsalves that ever since. I n  2008, members of th e group reun�ed to run 
Oregon's 1 97 mile relay, Hood to Coast ·Parkland Youth" placed third in 1he 
Masters Division, and 28th overall out of 1 ,OOO�te�a�m�s:.... _-:::::::::;;;::;:=.� 

1 985 
Left to right Darrln Hatcher, Shawl .......... 
KriI Kreigar, Allan aitlla. Matt Kaox. ... 
Roberta, Robelt Utling and Nd •• HulL 
Front : Chrll Spence. 
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Come see us on Facebook 
egistered members of the PLU 
Online Community can access 
all of the community ' s  features 

while logged in to a Facebook account: 
searching for classmates, establishing a 
permanent forwarding e-mail address 
and updating alumni profile informa
tion. 

Finding us is easy. Log inw Facebook, 
search for " PLU" within "Applications," 
and find " PLU Alumni Community 
Connections Application. "  

I t  works like any other Facebook appli
cation. Once you add i t, you are able to 
take full  advantage of its features. 
Through the " Share + " button on the 
application, you can post a message on 
your Facebook profile or send a message 
to a group of your friends. And if you 
are not a registered member, the PLU 
Alumni Community Connections appli
cation is the place to learn more. 



2009 Lute U 
Friday-Monday, August 14- 1 7  �umni' parents and friends are 

invited to hone their sense of 
'ight, smell and taste as we trav

el to the eastern Washington Wine 
Coun try. From our first destination in 
Walla Walla, Wash. ,  to the trip back 
home along the Columbia River Go rge, 
this trip is a chance 
to spoil the foodie in you, and to 
celebrate PLU connections along 
the wa)'. 

Participants leave Friday morning 
and travel in style on a fully equipped 
del uxe coach bus to Walla Walla. 
Friday and Saturday night accommo
dations will be at the Marcus Whitman 
Hotel; the only luxury hotel in the 
heart of Washington'S most acclaimed 
wine region. Saturday evening's special 
event will feature cuisine from local 
PLU purveyors. 

On Sunday, we will venture back 
through the Columbia River Gorge to 
visit the historic Maryhill Museum and 
its full-size replica of Stonehenge. That 
evening, we will arrive in Troutdale, Ore., 
at the Edgefield Hotel. This remarkable 
destination resort is a world of relax
ation that seamlessl), blends Oregon's 
natural beaut)' with McMenamins' sig
nature whims)': h istoric buildings artful
ly restored and rich with cozy interiors, 
tranquil ponds and dazzling gardens, 
great food and drink, plentiful entertain
ment and surprising recreations. 

A PLU "scholar in residence" will 
accompany us on our trip to provide 
added enrichment for our minds. 

The cost of the trip includes trans
portation to and from PLU, three nights 
lodging, your entrance to all wineries 
and the museum. as well as select 
meals, including Saturday night's spe
cial meal at Thundering Hooves. The 
group returns to PLU Monday. 

Space is limited and reservations are 
required by June 1. You may place a 
reservation by returning the attached 
form or by visiting //JUlUI.plualumni.org, 
for more information and the opportu
nit)' to register. � 

for Lute U 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

PHONE E-MAIL 

o Double occupancy 
o Single occupancy 

Price per person 
Multiplied by _ registrants 

TOTAL: 

o Check enclosed, payable co PLU 

o Bill my: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD 

Please list the names of registrants: 

$465 
5605 

$-
5_ 

$-

EXP. DATE 

:I I am traveling atone, bur would like co share a room. 
(P lease register as single occupancy and if a single roommate becomes available1 we will conract you.) 

o Please conract me/us regarding the possibility of meeting the group in Walla Walla. 
;=:. Please conract me/us regarding a payment plan. 

Please mail completed registration form and payment no later than June 1. If you are 
considering the trip, please let us know that with a call or an e-mail to alumni@plu.edu. 

Office of Constiruenr Relations 
Alumni College Program 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Tacoma, \VA 9S447 

If you have an)' questions, please call the 
Office of Consriruem Relations at 253-535-
74 15, SOO-ALUM-PLU or al"'n/�i@pltt.ed" 
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totally awesome to do? Then I should 
go do that,'" he said. 

What was true in his career, was also 
true for his education. 

Parsons originally entered 
Washington State University. But as he 
starred to figure Out what he wanted to 
do after college, transferring to PLU 
made a lot of sense. "I liked what I saw 
at PLU," he recalled. "I liked the smaller 
envi ronment and the smaller class s izes. 
It fel t  good to me. Plus, I thought they 
had a great 
business pro- .. ..  - .. -

gram." 

We all know how Halo worked out .  As 
studio manager of Bungie Studios, he 
presided over the creation of the mOSt 
critically acclaimed and commercially 
successful video game series of all time, 
generating sales in excess of $ 1  bil l ion. 
And it wasn't just video games - the 
franchise included best-sell ing novels, 
soundtracks and so on. 

Then, after completing pre-produc
tion of Halo 3 and developing a part
nership between Microsoft and Peter 

Jackson, the 
Academy 
Award-winning 
director of the 
Lord of  the 
Rings fi lms, 
Parsons did 
what many 
would consider 
unthinkable. 

He quit. 

Also factoring 
into the equa
tion: a move to 
PLU would 
allow him to be 
closer to the 
businesses that 
would l ikely 
employ him.  . . ..-...... ... -� . .  " '"  -,. .... ��� ...... .. -. .. -.. For Parsons, 

this decision goes back to the same 
question he has always asked of him
self: What would be totally awesome to 
do) 

That proved to be true. 
Parsons would graduate PLU with a 

degree in finance, taking a position at 
Weider Nutrition, the maker of sports 
drinks and nutrition bars. Health and 
fi tness was one of his cwo passions (the 
other bl'ing gaming and sofcware) 
worked h is way up the ladder, rising to 
VP of marketing and product develop
ment. By any measure, a good gig. 

But after a while, it was time to follow 
his other passion. So he left h is POSt 
and looked for a job in the gaming 
industry. Which raises an important 
question: How exactly does someone 
from the nutrition biz just "shift over" 
to a sweet gig in the gaming industry? 

Parsons laughed at the question. "I 've 
always done the th ings I wanted to do. 
It was my passion, and it was time to 
follow that passion. I did.n't care what i t  
took or  what I would get paid. I p roba
bly would have taken a job for free." 
Parson paused. "Which, come to th ink 
of it, at first, I was getting paid pretty 
close to that." 

He landed at M icrosoft, working as a 
product manager on Monster Truck 
Madness I I .  Then came the more 
famous titles, and then the opportunity 
to work on the then-secret XBox. When 
Parsons was asked to work on 
Microsoft's acqu isition of Bungi e 
Studios - creator of the Halo series -
his career offi cially could be considered 
headed for the stratosphere. 

Parsons l ikes to work with college-age 
students and help them set priori ties as 
they consider their future. He will often 
come to PLU and other places to dis
cuss how his choices have shaped his 
career. Time and again, he asks those to 
whom he is speaking to ask themselves 
that same fundamental question. 

" I  will talk to students who have 
p lanned-out a certain career track -
they will say, 'I want to be at so-and-so 
position in two years, and VP in five.' 
That focus is gre.at," said Parsons. "But 
I always ask them, 'Is that the thing you 
care about) Is that what would be total
ly awesome to do?'" 

At this stage of his l ife, starting his 
own business is what would be totally 
awesome. He started Fyreball, which 
became Meteor Technologies, a plat
form that al lows e-marketers to meas
ure and track Web-based creative cam
paigns through the single-most power
ful (and least understood) marketing 
tool there is: word of mouth. 

Nobody h as been able to do it yet. 
Parsons thinks he is onto something -
and companies l ike Microsoft, Disney, 
Sony, AT&T Wireless, some of his fi rst 
clients,  seem to think so too. One of 
Parsons first proof-of-concepts was the 
"Where the Hell is Matt?" video, which 

he says enabled Meteor Technologies to 
track how and why bad-dancing Matt's 
video was passed through cyberspace. 

It remains to be seen how Parsons' 
latest venture wiLl re-shape how compa
nies advertise on the Web. Time wiLl 
tell. One thing he does know, even with 
the hardships and the sleepless nights 
that come with creating a Web start-up, 
the process has been exactly what he 
hoped i t  would be: Awesome. 

Mayo Clinic physician 
lives life in balance 

LU ' s  leaders often say the univer
s ity creates well-rounded individ
uals. Clayton Cowl ' 88 is a prime 

example. 
A chemistry major and communica

tion minor at PLU, Cowl now works at 
the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. Cowl, 
who became a physician and scientific 
researcher after leaving PLU, is working 
on testing oxygen masks i nstalled in the 
new Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft, 
holds joint appointments in the clinic ' s  
divi sions of preventive, occupational 
and aerospace medicine, and pul
monary and critical care medicine. 

C layton Cowl '88 

In addition, Cowl works with the 
Executive Health Program, a preventa
tive health screening assessment for 
high level executives of organizations. 

Along with his challengi.ng career at 
Mayo, Cowl finds time to serve on sev
eral national and international medical 
organizations. He has a passion for fly
i ng aircrafts, particularly hot air bal
loons. And he finds time to referee high 
school football games. 

Cowl, who says l ife is a balance, adds 
that it is important to stay grounded 
and establish p riorities. 

"Your faith numbe·r one, family a 
close second, followed b)! your work 
and career," Cowl said. "The rest of the 
scuff just falls in place." 

-Melissa A. Campbell ' 10 
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continued 

Thelma G i lmur  '42 earned a lifetime achievement award from the Cascade Land Conservancy for her  years of commitment to conservation .  

A lifetime of 
stewardship honored 

rudenrs, faculry, and staff have 
made huge advances in the last 
several years ro make PLU an eco-

logically friendly and susrainable cam
pus. Thelma Gilmur '42 has been living 
rhese ideals her whole life. 

Gilmur, 85, accepred rhe Helen Engle 
Liferime Achievement Award from rhe 
Cascade Land Conservancy lasr fall  in 
honor of her years of commirmenr as a 
conservation advocare and charrer 
member of the Tahoma Audubon 
Sociery. 

Her dedicarion ro preserving nature 
began ar a young age. "I grew up on a 
farm in rhe area," she said. "Over rime, I 
remember seeing farmland slowly disap
pear." She nored rhar few regularions 
exisred rhen ro prorecr undeveloped land. 

A proposed developmenr projecr ar 
China Lake Park in her Fircresr neigh-
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borhood led Gilmur inro her fi rsr conser
varion mission. She and a group of local 
conservationisrs recruired friends and 
strangers to help save rhe beloved urban 
fo res t area. 

"After China Lake, people became 
enrhusiastic abour conservarion," she 
said. 

InCl.-eased imeresr led ro rhe crearion 
of rhe Tahoma Audubon Sociery in 1 969, 
rhe counry 's  firsr chaprer of rhe narional 
environmenral advocacy organizarion. 

G ilmur has also made a big difference 
through her passion fOJ: educarion. She 
received her reaching degree from PLU 
and has served as a reacher and adminis
traror rhroughour rhe Unired Srares. 
During her career, she ofren raughr envi
ronmenral educarion in rhe classroom. 

"In rhe ' 60s and ' 70s, ou rdoor educa
rion became a much bigger parr of rhe 
curriculum," she said. 

Schools began raking rheir  srudenrs on 
narure field rrips, and Gilmur would 

ofren be rhe one ro reach srudenrs 
abour narive planrs and wildlife .  

While she was serving as rhe chair of 
elemenrary educarion for rhe Tacoma 
School Districr, U. S.  Congress passed 
rhe law rhar esrablished Earrh Day in 
1 970. 

Gilmur fondly recalls her r ime ar 
Pacific Lurheran College. Diverse 
wildlife such as owls and deer roamed 
in rhe foresrs rhar srood di recrly behind 
Harsrad Hall, and Clover Creek flowed 
freely rhrough rhe cenrer of campus. 
She has conrinued ro bring groups o f  
young conservarionisrs r o  campus i n  
rhe lasr several years r o  reach rhem 
abour rhe flora and fauna rhar remain 
PLU. 

"I am so pleased thar colleges like 
PLU are doing so much ro make a sus
tainable world," she said, "Ir 's wonder
ful ro see happening because i r 's  jusr so 
necessary." ffil 

-Mifle EHgh '10 



Lute ath l eti c fa c i l iti es : I O efn ing  a vi s ion , p l a n n i n g  for the futu re ' 

hat does it take to mount a 
s uccessful athletic program 
these days? 

A few things immediately come to 
mind: talented and h ighly motivated Stu
dent athletes; experienced, dedicated and 
supportive coaches and staff; and high
quality equipment. 

According to Laurie Turner, director of 
athletics, PLU is doing all of these things 
very we ll .  

"\Ve have had remarkable success over 
the years in our athletic program," she 
said. "When you compare our program 
to that of other schools in the Northwest 
Conference and region, we stand out in 
JUSt those ways in which we define suc
cess at PLU. 

"We are helping individuals develop 
intellectually, spiri tually, emotionally 
and physically. We are giving them the 
skills for a l ifetime of leadersh ip ,  person
al success and service to others. 

"PLU has also done a remarkable job in 
defining a vision and in p lanning for the 
future of athletic facilities to keep our 
programs among the top tier," she said. 

It's part of a pattern at PLU. 
Over the past is years, the campuswide, 

long-range facilities master plan has led to 
revitalization and renewal across campus. 

Now the focus of attention includes 
enhancements in recreation and athletic 
faci Ii ties. 

The un ivel-s i ty's commitment to main
taini ng fi rst-rate space on lower campus 
can be found in the Athletic, Recreation 
and Physical Education Master Plan. It 
calls for a broad menu of i mprovements 
that will meet the faci lities needs for 
recreation, training and competition in 
every SpOrt. 

"The projects will be phased in over 
time," Turner said. 

The first major component is the cre
ation of twO outdoor all-weather lighted 
synthetic fields for practice, competition 
and recreation. 

One of the fields will be designed to 
accommodate the addition of spectator 
seating, giving the campus a multipur
pose stadium sometime in the future. 

Athletic enhanc ements l ike an a l l -weather field will benefit the women's soccer  team, a s  well as other 
teams and the general student body. 

The first major component 

is the creation of tt{)O 

outdoor all-weather lighted 

synthetic fields for practice) 

competition and recreation-

The construction of new indoor space 
for practice, instruction and recreation 
is  also planned for phase one. It wil l  
probably include an indoor track as well 
as a floor surface capable of handling 
indoor tennis, basketball and volleyball .  

Some improvements to  Olson h ave 
been accomplished. A resurfaced bas
ketball court, some new bleachers, an 
improved training room and locker 
room enhancements were all completed 
last summer with donor support. 

Phase twO of the master plan will 
guide many other upgrades including 
the swi mming pool, fitness center, base
ball and softball fields, outdoor track 

and additional work on Olson. 
All of  the athletic facil ity enhance

ments will be funded by donor conn-i
butions. 

"Our priorities are flexible," Turner 
said. "We intend to enhance the athletic 
and recreational experience across all 
collegiate and recreational programs. 

"If a dono r  is ready to step up right 
now to make a difference for any one of 
our programs, we have components in 
the long-range plan that wil l  make that 
gi ft work for the donor, for the team 
and for the overall progress of our ath
letic faci l ity enhancements, 

There are many ways to make ,m invest
ment in athletic programs at PLU. 
Contributions can be made outright or 
through planned giving vehicles, sttch as a 
bequest provision, trust, gift annuity or gift of 
life insurance. To leam more about invest
ment options and supporting Lllte athletics 
and facilities enhancements, please contact 
Laurie Ttlme1- at rurnerll@plu.edu or 253-
535-7361 or contact the Office of 
Development at 253-535-71 77 or visit 
WW\V. plu.ed u and click on "A;fake a Gift. " [§] 

-Greg Brewis 
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Class Represe ntative posit ions ava i lab le :  
1937, 1938, 1939, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 
1946, 1949, 1951 , 1952, 1954, 1959, 1964, 
1968, 1 980, 1987 and 1991 

1930 

Edna (Dagsland) Haneberg recently ce le
brated her  98th b i rthday and l ives in a 
retirement home in Sandy, Ore.  

193 1 

Ida Adelaide (Hinderlie) Berntsen died 
D e c .  31 i n  Gig Harbor, Wash.  Born Dec .  
2 1 , 1 9 1 1 ,  i n  Can by, Ore . ,  she moved to  
Washington as a ch i ld  a n d  lived most  of  
her  l i fe  i n  Parkland, where she was a n  
active member of Tri n ity lutheran Church 
and in the community. At PlU, I d a  was a 
founding member of the Choir of the  
West. H inderl ie  Hal l  on the PlU campus 
is  named i n  honor of her  parents, B erent 
Severin and Ragna Arntsen H i nder l ie .  Ida 

began her teach ing career a t  Arletta in 
the G ig  Harbor area, and a lso taught in 
Clover Creek and Parkland schools.  In 
1 935, she married H e n ry B e njamin  
B erntsen who d ied  in 2004. Their retire

ment years were spent i n  their beach 
home in Cromwell, Wash. ,  i n  Yuma,  Ariz., 

and at their s ix-plex u n it at the Ta coma 
lutheran Home.  There, faith, family and 

fri e n ds c o ntinued to be their  focus .  Ida  is  
survived by son David '58 and h is wife 
Carolee (Chidgren '59); son Ron '60 and 
h is wife  JoAnn (Storaasli '62); four  

grandchi ldren :  Christian '85, Paul '85 
(jesse]. Lisa '87 ( Royc e )  a n d  M a rk; four 
great-gra n d c h i ldren:  Al ic ia Stephens and 

J oel,  Hope  and Ann ika  Berntsen, and by 
many n i eces and n ephews. Ida  was pre
ceded in death by her  brothers Ed and 

Ray Hinderlie '36, and her sister G ladys 
Winblade.  

1936 

Class Represe ntative - Volly (Norby) 
Grande 

Ralph Bolstad and his wife, Rosemary 
Bolstad '49, feel that St. Paul's Manor  is 
a great p lace  to live in San Diego. The 
cathedra l  is three blocks away, B a lboa 
Park is four b locks away and the 

sun sh ines every day. I n  add ition, there 
are lots of friendly folks, and they feel  

l ike they are part of a new fami ly. 

1 937 

Helen Marie (Holtcamp) Sanders c e le
brated her  9 1 st birthday Nov. 1 6. 

1 938 

Evelyn (Syverson) Berg died Oct. 30. She 
was born January 20, 1 9 1 7, spending 
most of her  c h i ldhood i n  Ta coma.  Evelyn 
gradu ated from lincoln H igh  School and 
Pac ific Lutheran Co l lege.  An o u tstand ing 
m us ic ian, she p layed viol in and p iano,  
performing with the  Everett Symphony. 

• 

She also sang with Everett's First B a ptist 
Church cho ir. Evelyn was proud to b e  

o n e  of Everett Sc hool D istrict's first mar
r ied women al lowed to teach following 

the war. Married to Rodney Berg, they 

raised two daug hters and a son. Evelyn 
is  survived by her  d a u ghters Christine 
Wise (J im) and Ann Thomas (AI); grand
ch i ldre n  Sarah Wise,  Nathan Wise 
(Kristen]. Bethany Thomas Clemons 
(Seth]. Gwendolyn Thomas, Aaron 
B erg and Sean  Berg; and by her  great

grandchi ldren, Madel ine and Clark 
Clemons.  

1939 

Ella Mae (Adams) Fenn died Sept. 24.  A 
graduate of Pac if ic  lutheran University, 
she taught e lementary school for many 
years. E l la  and her husband Ernie raised 
their family i n  the  Seattle area. E l la  was 
proud of having been a l icensed private 

pilot. She also enjoyed bridge and bak ing  
bread.  She is survived by her  ch i ldren 
larry and Ronald Mattson, linda Wilhoit 
and lanette Knapp; n ine grandchi ldren 
and 10 great-gra ndch i ldren .  

1 940 

Class Representative - Luella (Toso) 
Johnson 

1942 

Thelma (Thureson) Gilmur received the 
He len Eng le  lifetime AChievement Award 
from the Cascade land Conservancy, a 
conservation organization that works to 
protect forests, farms and environmen
tal ly sensitive areas i n  the region. In 

addit ion, she  was featured in Tacoma's 
News Tribune  for her decades of work 

on beha lf of nature and open spaces.  
She is a t ire less volunteer and a conser

vat ion icon,  having had Ta coma name a 
Fircrest park in her  honor 

1945 

Class Representative - Annabelle 
Birkestol 

1947 

Class Representative - Gerry Lider 

1948 

Class Representative - Norene 
(Skilbred) Gulhaugen 

Pastor John Nicolai and his wife, 
lorraine, of Bismarck, N .D ., died in an 
automobi le acc ident  near Dickinson, 

N.D. on Oct. 7. They were travel i ng  to 
Tacoma to attend John's fiO-year a n niver

sary of graduat ing from PlC. John  
N i colai  grew u p  in Orland, Cal if . ,  a n d  was 
a membel of First lutheran Church.  He 
graduated from Orland Jo int  Union H igh  

Schoo l  i n  1 942 and f rom Pac ific lutheran 
College in 1 948. After spend ing a year at 

U C  Cal ifornia, h e  entered luther 
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as 
Seminary and 
graduated in 

1 952. During his 
time at luther 

Seminary he met 
lorraine Solberg 
and they were 

married in 1 95 1 .  
H e  was ordained 

into ministry at First lutheran in Orland in 
1952. H e  served his ministry in North 
Dakota, spending three years in the Dunn 
Center area and the remaining years at 
Trinity lutheran Church, Bismarck. John 

and lorraine retired in 1 989. They are sur
vived by five children, Pastor Randal l  
Nicolai,  Renee Cleary, Pastor Steven 
Nicolai, Susan Weiss, David Nicolai and 1 4  

�randchildren. H e  is also survived b y  his 
only sister, lena Woodmansee of Chico, 
Calif .  He has five surviving nieces and 
nephews: Pastor Denton Kees '64, Bette 
Harrison, Judy Joksch, Pastor Bill Kees '65 
and Lembit Ratassepp '75. 

1950 

Class R e presentative - Dick 
Weathermon 

Jess Thompson and Doree (Vinje '48) 
Thompson realize the wisdom in what 
Methuselah always said: �ife goes on. 
Doree retired long ago and Jess fizzled 
out way long ago. Jess sti l l l ikes to play 
guitar and entertain with h is  old
t imey/folk/novelty/ humor son gs, 8 18 B url 

Ives. H e  still loves to make people laugh,  

as  h e  has done  s ince those wonderful 
days when PlC overflowed with veterans 

and was fi l led with bea utiful gir ls.  This 
greeting to you a l l  wil l  at least encoura g e  
others to put  someth ing  i n t o  C lass Notes, 
he hopes.  How about returning the 
howdy? jexxthomps@yahoo.com. 

195 1 

Beverly Ann Burr died Sept. 13. She was 

preceded in death by her  husband, Don, 
in 2003, and her then 8-year-old daughter 
who was abducted in 1 961 and never 
found. She is remembered as a mother 
who put aside her own grief, and her own 
aspirations, for the sake of her chi ldren. 

Beverly was a fr iend to many i n  Ta coma, 

a passionate gardener, a Girl Scout 
leader, editor of the Church of St .  Patrick's 

senior newsletter, maker of prom dresses, 
a writer and collector of recipes. She 
wrote for her obituary "Thank you, God, 
for letting m e  live in this beautiful world 
you created. Thank you for five precious 
chi ldren and dear relatives and friends." 

Beverly is survived by four children: Ju l ie  
Burr  Spani,  Greg Burr, Mary Geomans and 
laura Henkel .  

1953 

Class Representatives - Naomi (Roe) 
Nothstein and Carol (Schuler) Karwoski 

Charles M. Gunnerson d ied  Nov. 1 3. 

Charles was born in Driggs, Ida ho, on 
May 29, 1 930. While p u rsu ing  an eng i 
neer ing degree ,  h e  received a cal l  to  the 
min istry. H e  was ordained i n  Omaha, 
Neb .  After leaving the parish ministry, 
Chuck  received further c l in ica l  pastoral 
education and served 1 0  years as  chap
la i n  at Providence Hos pital i n  Everett, 
Wash. He retired in 1 996. His steadfast 
caring and com passion extended far 

beyond the local  institution. His love for 
nature, the enviro nment  and peacemak
ing  was t ire less and g loba l .  Chuck is sur
vived by his wife, Sharon; brother 

Ha nford and sister Jean; and chi ldren 
Karen (Gunnerson '77) Olson, Janet 
(Gunnerson '82) Amundson and Eric 
Gunnerson '86. 

1 955 

Class Represe ntative - Phyllis (Grahn) 
Pejsa 

1 956 

Class Representatives - Ginny (Grahn) 
Haugen and Clarene (Osterli) Johnson 

Jack l. Hoover died D e c . 1 7, after a short 
but f ierce battle with cancer Jack 
atte nded Pasadena City Col lege,  jo ined 
the Air Force dur ing the Korean War and 
f ina l ly went to  PlU, where h e  gradu ated 
with d egrees in education and business. 
H e  l ived in Washington, Colorado and 
M o ntana with h is  wife, Marilyn (Johnson 
'57), and their two ch i ldren, J i l l  and Jack 
Edward. Jack served as a un iversity 

admin istrator i n  those states until he 

started his own business, Foundation for 
International Services, 30 years ago. A 
dearly loved husband,  father and grand
father, Ja ck's fami ly was the  core of his 

l ife. H e  a lso had a deep conne ction to his 
churc h  and to commun ity service. loving 
the game of basketball ,  h e  was indu cted 
into the PlU Hall of Fame. H e  played 
under coach Marv Harshman '42 dur ing 
the great basketbal l  years of the 1 950s. 
Jack  is survived by h is wife, Marilyn; 
ch i ldren Ji l l  Reich, son-in-law Mark 
Re ich  and their daug hters Christina and 
Mel issa ;  Jack Edward Hoover '81 ,  wife 
S heri, and chi ldre n  Evan and Jenna; and 
his brother-in-law Dwight Johnson.  

1 957 

Class Representative - Marilyn (Hefty) 
Katz 

1958 

Class Representative - Don Cornell 

1 959 

Twila (Gillis) Springer and her husband 
Bruce  ce le brated their 50th  wedding 
anniversary February I,  2008, with a won
derful pa rty i n  Port Angel es, Wash., 
planned by their four ch i ldren. They felt 



blessed to have celebrated with friends 
and family ana then spent three weeks in  
Hawaii . Both are retired teachers who 
live in Port  Angeles. 

1 960 
Class Representative - Marilu (Mil ler) 
Person 

Philip Erlander is sharing an  interim pas
toral ministry at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Colorado Springs, Colo., where 
he resides. 

1961 
Class Rep resentative - Ron Lerch 

Ken Ericksen, professor o f  Engl ish at 
Linfield Col lege, presented the first facul 
ty lecture of the academic year. "St .  

Paul ,  Sha kespeare and Dr .  Seuss:  On 
Beyond Tragedy" focused on the com
mon themes of second chances and 

renewed hope. Ken drew on simi la rities 
between Seuss and St. Paul to discuss 
Shakespearean tragicomedies, serious 
plays with happy endings. Ken Ericksen 
has a bachel or's degree from PLU, and a 
Master's and Ph.D.  from Rice University. 

Gary Stuart Kieland died Oct. 25. He died 
of cancer at home with his family by his 
side. Born in Conrad, Mont., on  Apri l  1 9, 
1 938, Gary grew up in West Seattle and 
graduated from West Seattle High 
S chool. After graduation from PLU, Gary 
served as a Combat Engineer in the U .S .  
Ma rine Corps for s ix years. H e  worked 

briefly for Aetna Life Insurance, but 
spent the majority of h is  career as Vice 
President of Sales for Summit Timber 
Company in Darrington, Wash. 
Respected and admired by his associ
ates and al l  the Summit employees, Gary 
retired in 2003 after having carried on the 
tradit ion of excel ience established by his 
father-in-law and founder of Summit 
Timber Co. ,  Bu rke Barker. Gary was pre
ceded in death by h is parents, Cl iff and 
Edna, and h is  sister, Sheri. He leaves 
behind his beloved wife, Diane, of 40 
years; his two sons, Stuart and 
Christopher; grandson, Co le ;  his sister, 
Judy; several n ieces and nephews, many 
close friends, and his favorite s idekick, 
his Golden Retriever, Sunny J im .  

1962 
Class Representative - leo Eliason and 
Dixie (likkel) Manhias 

1963 
Class Representative - Merlyn and Joan 
(Maier) Overland 

Joyce (Lundmark) Andersen died Sept. 
24, after living with and battl ing 
Pa rkinson's disease for many years. 
Joyce was born in Tacoma on February 
1 0, 1 94 1 ,  to Linus and He len  Lundmark. A 
graduate of PLU, Joyce taught music in  
the Portland pub l ic  schools for most of 
her professional l ife. She and her former 
husband adopted twin boys, Erik and 
Peder, i n  1 968. Joyce was a remarkable 

woman and her artistic cre ativity blos
somed in a multitude of ways. Music 
was integral  in her  l i fe.  As a professional 
music educ ator, she taught ch i ldren of 
a l l  ages, but it was never just a job to 
her . Joyce loved to travel; her  sense of 
humor and adventurous spirit made her 
an  excel lent traveler. Her generous heart 
extended to all of God's c reatures, 
human  and otherwise. Those she loved, 
she loved deeply. Her faith was founda
t ional to who she was and how she l ived 
her l ife. She is survived by her brother, 
B i l l  Lundmark, and by her sons, Erik and 
Peder. 

Gary Shaw has retired again for the 
fourth time. He retired after 30 years 
from Georg ia-Pac ific Corporation, after 
28 years as Lt. Co lone l  in personnel and 
f inance with the U.S. Army Reserves, 
and after six years from Personnel 
Staffing Contract Employment Sales. He 
is now retiring from being a drug and 
a lcoho l  counselor for Western 
Washington Drug and Alcohol Cl in ics in 
the Ta coma, Sumner and Renton areas. 
Since school he has l ived and worked in 
Washington, Oregon, Connecticut and 
G eorgia. Gary relocated to Arizona from 
Washington state in 2007. He keeps 
active and enjoys working about two 
days a week as a substitute teacher. H e  
is trying to publ ish a fiction novel a n d  a 
ch i l d ren's book, as well as dabbl ing at 
writing a screenplay. He also plays gu i 

tar and has written more than 200 songs. 
Gary has f ive ch i ldren and f ive grand
chi ldren and another grandch i l d  due in 
June .  

1 965 
Class Representative - Dave Wytko 

The Reverend Stanley Hoobing is now 

serving as an interim pastor in the 
Eastern Washington Idaho Synod at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in Twin  Falls, 
Idaho. He began serving on Ju ly 1 5 . Prior 
to going to Twin Fal ls, Stan was an inter
im pastor in the Oregon Synod at Our  
Savior's Lutheran Church in  Prinevil le 
from Nov. 1, 2006, to June 8,  2008. 

1966 
Class Representative - Frank Johnson 

Janet A (Watne) Melfies died Aug. 6. 
Janet was born Sept. 4, 1 943, i n  Doaka, 
Oubangu i-Chari , French Equatorial Africa 

(now Central African Republic) to the 
Rev. John T. and Alma C. E. Watne, who 
were missionaries. She worked as a 
nurse at hospitals in California and 
Arizona. Since 1995 she worked in the 
Intensive care unit at Western Arizona 
Regional Medica l  Center in Bul lhead 

C i ty. Janet is  survived by her sons Craig 
Borchmann and John Borchmann; seven 
grandch i l d ren; her brother Joel Watne 
and his ch i ldren and grandchi ldren; and 
her sister Sylvia Fee and her chi ldren 
and grandch i ldren. 

Willy [Baer) Ertsgaard has retired after 
20 years with McGraw-Hi l i  Publ ishers, 

serving as vice president o f  the 1 0-state 
western region. Lynn Ertsgaard contin
ues h is own business in  financ ia l  servic
es as an insurance and investment bro

ker. Their son, Bryan '93, and wife, 
Melissa, l ive in Dayton, Ohio, where they 
both teach elementary school .  They have 
three ch ildren,. Their son, Joel '94, i s  an 
art director at REI, and his wife Sarah 
'94, is an  occupational therapist. They 
have two ch i l dren and live in Shorel ine, 
Wash. Their son,  Leif ,  lives in Seatt le and 
works at KCTS Publ ic  Television. 

1 967 
Class Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

Paul Crowner has retired from 30 years 
i n  the c lassroom, most of the time in 
Central ia, Wash., except for a few begin
n ing years in Vancouver, Wash. ,  and one 
year as a Fulbright exchange teacher in 
Yorkshire, England. He has also retired 
from his job a t  The Chronic le in Centra l ia  
where he was responsible for  the i r  edu
cation outreach program ca l led 
Newspapers in Education. 

1968 
Rosemary Foster recently retired from 
teaching after 38 years serving the 
University Place Sc hool District near 
Tacoma. 

Mary Kathryn (Gravrock) Hilstad died Oct. 
1 4. She was born Aug. 1 2, 1 947, in 
Mountain Lake, Minn., and grew up i n  
Oakland, Calif. Mary graduated from PLU 
with a degree in education and there she 
met Gordon Hilstad '69, whom she mar
ried. Mary taught first grade in St. Helens, 
Ore., for five years, but her great joy was 
nurturing her children. She delighted in 
using her great artistic, musical and 
teach ing gifts to bless and ra ise them. 
Mary sang in musical groups throughout 
her l ife and was an accomplished soloist. 
For the past 13 years she sang with PLU 
Choral Union. In all of this she praised her 
Lord through her singing. Mary is  survived 
by her husband, Gordon, of nearly 39 
years; her sons Mark and Adam; her 
daughter Kirstin (Hifstad '04), and son-in
law Bryce Schaffner '04; her sister, Anne 
Urlie '65, her brother Paul Gravrock; and 
many nieces and nephews who loved her 
dearly, and a host of friends who were 
blessed by her life, witness and faithful 

prayer. 

Jennifer [Braa) Neiswender RN retired 

from the Veterans Affairs Medica l  
Cente r, Lebanon, Penn. ,  Sept .  3D ,  after 
nearly 20 years o f  servi ce .  Retiring from 
her posit ion as nurse manager of four 
community-based VA outpatient c l in ics  
i n  Camp H i l l ,  Lancaster, Reading and 
York, Jennifer c ulminated a rewarding 40 
year nursing ca reer. She g raduated 
magna cum laude from PLU i n  1 968. 
Jen nifer and her husband Michael reside 
in La ncaster County, Penn. 

1969 
Class Representative - Rick Nelson 

Jay Robinson won the King City Men's 
Golf Club championship last August in 
Oregon. Jay graduated from PLU where 
he majored in economics and was the 
number-one ranked player on the golf 
team all four years. No matter where 
Jay's career has taken him, he has con
t inued to play golf. A Tigard resident, 
Robinson plays at the King City course 
about five morn ings a week at 7 a .m.  He 
credits his success in  part to h is  aunt 
who gave him a couple of women's golf 
clubs when he was 12 years old. His 
most memorable golf experience this 
year happened when his 85-year-old 
mother, Jean Carrier, who lives in the 
Highlands, out-drove him on one hole.  

Marvin Sl ind has published "Linka's 
Diary: An Immigrant Story in Word and 
Sketches" (Lutheran University Press, 
2008). Linka Preus was a mid-1 9th centu
ry immigrant from Norway, whose family 
played a significant role in the develop
ment of the Norwegian Synod of the 
Lutheran Church. His diary translation 
was completed with the assista nce of 
Eva-Kristin Urestad Pedersen and 
Ragnhild Hjeltness, tvvo students from 
Norvvay who attended Luther Coliege in 
Decorah, Iowa. where he is associate 
professor of history. This new edition of 
the diary also includes a col lection of 
Linka Preus' sketches, with which she 
documented many of the prominent 
events she observed i n  the early 
Norwegian-American community. The 
sketches are edited by G rac ia  Grindal of 
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 

Cynthia (Bialik) Radford recently lost her 
husband, Richard. His memory is being 

honored with a two-month exhibit of his 
co l lection of antique woodwind instru
ments at the Sharsteen Museum in  
Ca l istoga, Cal if .  

1970 
Class Representative - Bill Allen 

1971 
C lass  Representative - Joe Hustad, Jr. 

Melinda (Liebers) Cox recentl\, partici
pated in a two-person exhibition, "73/67 
Heartland I n tersections; Midwest 
Reflection," at The Gal l ery at Tacoma 
Community College. Mel inda earned a 
BFA from PLU and has been teaching at 
Tacoma Community College for a number 
of years. 

Michael Neils serves as senior advance
ment oHicer for Pepperdine University's 
Graduate School of Education and 
Psychology i n  Los Angeles. He and his 
wife, Mary C. Tabata, have a baby girl 
named Faith Anne Neils. 

David Soderlund 
professor of 
insecti c ide toxi
cology and cha i r  
of  the 
Department of 
Entomology a t  
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Cornell University's New York State 

Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, 
N.Y., received the 2008 American Chemical  
Soci ety (ACS) International Award for 
Research in Agrochemicals, The award, 
conlerred at the ACS National Meet ing 
and Exposition in Phi ladelp hia, recognized 
Sod erlund's "pioneering research and 

continuing discoveries on the insect sodi

um channel and insecticides that disrupt 

its action." Soderlund received a Ph.D. in 

entomology from the University of 
California at Berkeley in 1976. After post
doctoral research at Rothamsted 
Experimental Station in the U.K., h e  joined 
the faculty of the Department of 
Entomology at the G eneva Experiment 

Station. Soderlund is also director of the 

Northeast Region IR-4 Program, part of a 

national cooperative program between 
the USDA and land grant u n iversities to 
register crop protection tools for use on 
spec ialty crops, David is not the first PLU 
alum to receive the ACS International 
Award: Bob Krieger '67 (at UC-Riverside) 
received the same award in 2005, 

Marsha Hein retired from nursin g, moved 

back to the family homestead in Fairfield, 

Wash , and is raising alpacas full time. 

1972 

Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

The son of Signe 
(Otheim) Wills 
and the late 
Gordon 
Gunderson, Erik 

Gunderson, mar

ried Ashley 

LaFountain on 

August 10 in 
Puyal lup, Wash. Mark Gunderson '07 was 
the best man. Erik graduated with a MBA 
from Washington State Un iversity and 
teaches Math at Auburn H igh  School .  

Ashley is  a gradu ate student  at M ars 
Hill Graduate School in Seattle working 

on her masters in counseling psychology. 

They c urrently live in Federal Way, 

Wash. 

1973 

Class Representatives - Karen 
(Wraalstad) Robbins and Sandra (Dimler) 
Privett 

Alvina (Hauf) OIstead has been called to 

First Lutheran Church in Opheim, Mont., 

as their pastor. Alvina also serves 

as mus ic teacher  for grades K-12, i nc lud
ing teach ing second ary band,  cho i r  and 
e lementary general mus ic .  

1 974 

Class R e presentative - David Johnson 

Dr, linda Beattie Inlow recently a c c ept
ed the chaplain position of Community 

Home Health and Hospice. She serves as 

primary spiritual support to patients a n d  
families in the three counties serviced by 

the Longview branch of C H H H .  Linda and 
her  two teenage chi ldre n  reside  i n  
Longview, Wash. 

1 975 

Class Representative - Helen Pohlig 

Mary L. Fuller d i ed Sept. 17 .  Born July 6, 
1 928, Mary graduated from the University 

of Puget Sound and received her 

Master's Degree from PLU. She worked 

as a caseworker for McNeil Island 

Federal Bureau of Prisons. Mary was a 

master gardener and  enjoyed cats. S h e  
is survived b y  two sons Bruce Voie '74 

(Lori) and Edward Voie '75 (Katie '01); 
eight stepsons and daug hters, six grand
chi ldren,  three step-gra ndch i ldren and 
five g reat-grandc hi ldren. 

1 976 

Class Representative - Gary Powell 

1977 

Class Representatives - leigh Erie and 
Joan (Nelson) Mattich 

Bruce Hoffman has been promoted to 
director of underwriting at  the SAIF 
Corporation. Bruce has been with SAIF 
Corporation s ince Apri l  2003. His wife, 

Erma (Hennessey) has worked for Joe's 

Sports since 2005. They now live in 

Sa lem, Ore.  

1 978 

Class Represe ntative - Pete Mattich 

Roger Reed has a c c epted the posit ion of 

assistant director of institutional 
research at Cal ifornia State University, 
San Bernardino. Roger resides in Rancho 

Palos Verdes, Calif. 

1 979 

Class R e presentatives - Dave and Teresa 
(Hausken) Sharkey 

Richard E. Teboe d ied  Aug.  3 1 .  Born in 

Winnebago, Neb. on Jan.  10, 1933, he 

attended government schools in 

Pipestone, Minn., Wahpeton, N.D., and 

Haskell, Kan. He was a retired Army 

career man. He worked 1 1  years for the 
state of Washington in the Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse program.  H e  enjoyed 
37 years of sobriety with the help of AA. 

He is survived by his wife An nene of 
Olympia, Wash.; sons Da le  and Cruz; 
daughters Roberta, Alsace and Marie ; 

and brother Randy and sister Marcia. 

1 98 1  

Class Representative - Dean and Susan 
(lee) Phi l l ips 

James Martin
Schramm was 
named the first 
research cha i r  
i n  ethics a n d  
public life at  

Luther College , 
The Center for 

Ethics and Public life enhances  the edu
cat ion,  reflection about eth ica l  matters 
and responsible citize nsh ip  to help stu
dents learn what it  means to l ive a good 
l ife. James M a rtin-Schra m m  wil l  engage 
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in scholarship consistent with the cen 
ter's purpose. 

Greg lehman a c c e pted the position of 

photographer/communic ation officer 

with Whitman College in Walla Walla, 

Wash. Greg continues to operate Greg 
Lehman Photography provid ing wedding,  
portrait and p h otojourna l ism services 
throughout the Northwest. H e  and his 
wife, Ann, res ide  i n  Walla Walla. 

L982 

Class Representative - Paul Co l lard 

Robin (Yost) Pederson led the 

McMinnville (Ore.) H ig h  Sc hool 
Symphon ic  Choir i n  a musical extrava
ganza. The spec ia l  co l laborative effort 
featured 1 50 music ians i n  a ce le bratory 
Veterans Day conc ert. In addit ion to 
teaching music at M c M i n nvi l le  H igh  
Sc hool, Rob in  serves as music m in ister 
at M c M i n nvi l le  Cooperative Min istries. 

Tom Ferg in teac hes biology at Wilson 

High School in Tacoma. He is married 

and loves to spend time outdoors - fish

ing, huntin g , windsurfing and c a m ping .  
Two chocolate labs are their  k ids .  

1 983 

Class Re presentative - Dave Olson 

Robert Whitton recently ce lebrated his 
25th an niversary with his employer 

Topping Volvo in Olympia, Wash. He and 

his wife, Angie, live in Graham, Wash. 

Bruce Berton is now the deputy director 
of the U.S .  State Dep artm ent's Frankfurt 
Regional  Support Center in Germany. 

Ray Wilson has moved from being assis

tant prin cipal at Chief Kanim to the same 

position at Snoqualmie Middle School in 

Issaquah, Wash. Ray, who began work

ing at Chief Kanim four years ago, is 

changing job locations due to the f luctu
ating midd le -school popu lations. He 
grew u p  i n  Renton, graduated from PLU 
and compl eted a n  a d ministrative pro
gram at H eritage U n iversity, a Yakima

based s c hool with a satel l i te campus in 
Seattle. Ray said h e  was excited about 
hi s  Snoqualmie Middle School move, but 

added he would miss Chief Kanim. 

1984 

Class Representative - Mark 
Christofferson 

1 985 

Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 
Regge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stell ing 

1 986 

Class Representative - Stacey (Kindred) 
Hesterly 

Anthony Culanag i s  currently working on 
an independent  film ca l led "Voiture" 
which is  being filmed around the Puget 

Sound area. The story is of a young 

female investigator searching for a 

World War II p i lot who owns a rare auto
mobile. The ant ic i pated release date is 

2009 in time for entry into the San 

Francisco Film Festival. Anthony is also 

employed by F/22 Studioworks a s  a 
graph ic  des igner. He resides in Tacoma. 

Nancy Dahlberg, ICU Nurse Manager  
from Kennewick, Wash., She i la  
(Swanson) Smith, environmental c leanup 
expert from Port  Orchard, Wash., Kathy 
McConnell, first grade teacher in 
Portland, Ore . .  a n d  Sarah (Kobernusz) 
G ibbs, quiltmaker from Olympia, Wash., 

all  met for their yearly college girls 

reunion. "Catching up with each othe r 

always makes us wonder  what became 
of the  Foss Second North gro u p  from 
1 983- 1 985," they say. They request others 
submit a Class Note at alumni@plu.edu. 

Ted Case has been appointed executive 
director of the Oregon Rural Electric 
Cooperative. Ted is the director of govern
ment affairs for the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association. Before joining 

NRE-CA in 1997, he was a fegislative assis

tant for U.S. Representative Bob Smith, 

specia lizing in natural resource and energy 
issues. H e  also was a staff member on the 
House Natural Resources Committee's 
Water and Power Subcommittee. He has a 
master's degree in fiction writing from 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Colonel Richard Swengros is serving the 

United States as Provost Marshal, Multi 

National Corps, Iraq, a prestigious posi' 
tion that oversees the mifitary pol ice not 
only of the United States, but a lso of 
coal it ion forces. The Provost Marshal  is 
the  senior law enforcement  officer 
responsible for establ ishing law a nd 

ordering policies and procedures. 

Richard received his BA in criminal jus

tice from the FBI National Academy, MA 

in organizational systems from PLU a n d  
another MA i n  strateg ic  studies from t h e  
U .S .  W a r  Col lege.  H e  has received many 
awards inc lud ing  the Bronze Star, the 
Army S uperior U n it Award and the 
Meritorious Service Medal  with seven 
oak leaf  clusters. 

David Durr and his firm O neDurr Pa intin g  
were recently featured in t h e  Business 
Examiner. I n  the article David shared the 

history of start ing his company i n  1 982 as 
a way to  earn money for  school .  Now the 
com pany has 30 ful lt ime workers at 
numerous job sites. H e  is currently con
c entrating on deve lop ing  and growing 

the business, which is headquartered in 
Pierce County. 

1 987 

Carlin (Myrbo) Harris, a licensed Mental 

Health Counselor, has opened a private 

practice on South Hill in Puyallup, 

Wash. She spec ial izes i n  ch i ldren a n d  
p l a y  thera py. 

Rick larsen was re-elected for a fifth 
term in the Second Con gressional  
D istr ict  of Washington state. H is home
town is Eve rett, Wash.  



1 988 
Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scott 

L989 
Class Representative - lisa (Hussey) 
Ferraro 

Erik Moen attended the 2008 Beij ing 
ParalYn1jlics as a staH member with USA 
Cycl ing and their 1 2  athletes. Erik resides 
in Kenmore, Wash. 

Mary (Walker) DeMuth released her sixth 
book, Daisy Chain, in March 2009 via 
Simon and Schuster's Zondervan imprint. 
Set in the fictitious town of Defiance, 
Texas, this southern literary coming-of
age story explores loss, grief and redemp
tion. Mary has also opened The Writi ng 
Spa, www.tilewritingspa.com. to mentor 
aspiring writers through the publishing 
process. 

1 990 
Class Representative - Sean Neely 

Aher be ing out of the area for 1 7  years, 
Lesley Pettigrew moved back to Seattle 
with her family. Lesley's husband Takata 
Imaizumi is a biology professor at the 
University of Washington.Their daughter, 
Elen, 9, is in the fourth grade. 

Amy Roraback is a combined first- and 
second-grade teacher in the Shorel ine 
School D istrict. Amy resides in the 
Ba l lard ne ighborhood of Seattle. 

1991 
Youlander M,  Hilton recently sponsored 
three eighth grade students from 
Huntington Middle School i n  Newport 
News, Va., to meet the American 
Ambassador from Belgium, Domin ique 
Struye d e  Swielande. Youlander  is a fam
ily l ife specia l ist in the Newport News 
Public Schools and lives in SuHolk, Va. 

Ron Shrum acc epted a year long assign
ment in Grottaglie, Italy, to perform sup
ply chain recovery lead duties for Boeing 
at a 787 partner site. 

1 992 
Class Representative - Darcy (Pattee) 
Andrews 

Chuck 
McFarland and 
wife Michelle 
(Mate) l ive on 
Queen Anne Hil l 

in Seattle with their three kids; Audrey, 9, 
Emmett, 6, and Elsie, 3. Chuck recently 
opened a State Farm agency in the 
Seattle neighborhood of  Ba l lard and 

would appreciate hear ing from any Lute. 

Brian E. Watson is an artist working i n  
word. Brian's inscribed sculptures a re  
hand  carved with text: one  word or  a 
short passage.  His work has been exhib
ited throughout the Pac ific Northwest. I n  
addition to  making art, B r i an  grows a 
large organ ic  garden and recently com-

pleted a project cal led "One Family, One  
Summer, One Tank  of  Gas . "  Brian lives 
with his wife El izabeth Roberts and their 
daughter Katherine, age 5, i n  Bremerton. 
Br ian's Web site is wwwbwatsonstu
dios.com 

1993 
Class Representative - Barbara (Murphy) 
Hesner 

1994 
Class Representatives - Dan Lysne and 
Catherine (Overland) Hauck 

David Gamon was awarded the 2009 
Teacher  of the Year award for 
Educational Service District 101 .  David is 
one of nine teachers in the state of 
Washington presented with the award 
for exceptionality in teach ing .  David 
resides in Spokane, Wash , with his wife, 
Jennifer (Seim) Gamon, Aisl in, 8, Quinn, 
5, and Eamon, born February 3, 2008. 

1 995 
Class Representatives - Krista Sickert
Bush 

Sarah Elizabeth 
Hatfield married 
Greg Alan 
Wil l iams on 
October 1 3, 
2007, at Mount 

Springs Lodge in Leavenworth, Wash. 
The couple oHic ia lly honeymooned on 
Maui  and Oahu, They continue regular 
"honeymoons" a t  their cabin in 
Leavenworth. Sarah is a counselor at 
Henry M. Jackson High School  i n  
Everett, Wash. G reg  is a sen io r  project 
manger for Ferguson Construction in 
Seattle. Sarah and Greg purchased and 
remodeled their home in  Woodinville, 
Wash., this past year. 

Judd :Benedick is in his second year as 
coach of the Mountain View High School 
football team in the 5A Southern Idaho 
Conference Division 1 .  As a football player 
at  PLU, he earned NAIA All-American hon
ors and was on the team when they won 
the 1993 national championship. He is an 
art teacher at Mountain View, and he 
enjoys the change of pace football oHers. 

Daren Benson 
married Sarah 
Delamarter on 
April 26, 2008. 
Daren and 
Sarah work and 
live i n  Port land, 

Ore., with their two crazy dogs. 

1996 
Class Representatives - Mari (Hoseth) 
Lysne and Jenn ifer (Riches) Stegeman 

Sherrie Hofmann is the pastor of five 
Lutheran churches in West Virginia: St 
Peters Lutheran in Point Pleasant, Our  
Savior in Ravenswood, St .  Pau l  i n  New 
Haven, St. Mark in Letart and Zion in 

Letart. Sherrie served i n  the Air Force for 
18  years, retired early and obta ined her 
degree in accounting and f inance from 
PLU. However, it was her religion class 
that sparked her interest Ministering to 
the people i s  what Sherrie describes as 
her favorite aspect of be ing a p astor. She 
lives in Baker, W.Va . , with her family. 

1997 
Class Representatives - Andy and 
Stephanie (Merle) Tomlinson 

Joshua Johnston and wife Dana (Joque) 
Johnston are now living in Lakewood, 

Ida (Hinderlie) Berntsen on Dec .  31 

Evelyn (Syerson) Berg on Oct 30. 

Ella Mae (Adams) Fenn on  Sept 24 

Pastor John Nicolai on Oct 7. 

Beverly Ann (leach) Burr on Sept. 13. 

Charles M. Gunnerson on Nov. 1 3. 

Jack L Hoover on Dec . 17  

Gary Stuart Kieland on Oct. 25. 

Joyce (Lundmark) Andersen on Sept 24. 

Janet A_ (Watne) Mellies on Aug. 6. 

Mary Kathryn (Gravrock) Hilstad on 
Oct. 14. 

Mary L Fuller on Sept. 17.  

Richard E_ Teboe o n  Aug.  31 . 

Walter E_ Pilgrim, professor emeritus of 
religion and longtime faculty member, 
died October 27, 2008 aher a long ill
ness, at the age of 74. Aher serving as  a 
parish pastor, Walt !oined the PLU facul
ty as an assistant professor i n  1 971, was 
promoted to associate professor in 1976, 
and professor in 1 982. In 1 973, he found
ed and d i rected the Lutheran Institute 
for Theological Education (UTE). Walt 
made significant contributions to the 
academy and the life of the church. His 
theologically sensitive biblical scholar
ship and effective teaching of students 
were always balanced with his concern 
for clergy education and service to the 
church. In 1999, Walt entered phased 
retirement Several scholarly articles 
and two books, "Good News to the 
Poor" and "Uneasy Neighbors: Church 

Wash. Joshua recently completed a fellow
ship in sports medicine in Santa Monica, 
Calif. During his fellowship he was an assis
tant orthopedic team physician to the LA 
Galaxy Chivas USA of Malar League Soccer, 
the U.S. Soccer Federation teams including 
the men's and women's national teams, and 
Pepperdine University. He has established a 
practice in Federal Way, Wash. 

Charlotte Stelzer writes that aher 1 0  
years o f  teaching in the Clover Park 
School District, she has accepted a K-2 
Learning Center position in the University 
P lace S chool District 

and State in the New Testament," 
. demonstrated Walt's ongoing concern 
for the social meaning of the New 
Testament His work with students in 
the Hi l l top area of Tacoma, his involve
ment with environmental concerns, 
and his teaching tours o f  the Holy 
Land all show the worldly engagement 
of his scholarship - a distinctive hall
mark of a Lutheran educator. Born on 
March 26, 1934 in St Paul, Minn., Walt 
earned a BA from Wartburg College 
in 1956, a B.D. from Wartburg 
Theological Seminary i n 1960, a Th.M. 
in 1 966, and a Ph_D. in 1 971 from 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Walt 
is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Jeanette '87, and da ughters; Kathryn 
'83, Kristen, and Karyn. 

Former colleague in the School of 
Nursing, Merrily Allen died Oct 22. 

. Merrily Allen joined the nursing faculty 
in 1982. She came to PLU as one of the 

first advanced registered nurse practi
tioners in the state of Washington, She 
was widely admired and held in great 
esteem for her excellent character, 

hard work, and successful career, 
both in clinical practice and as a fac

ulty member in the School of Nursing. 

Merrily earned her master's degree in 
nursing from the University of 

Washington i n  1 984 and her doctorate 
in nursing science from the University 
of San Diego in 1990. She was promot
ed to associate professor at PLU in 
1996. While at PLU, Merrily served as 
director of the Wellness Center. She 
also held positions at the Hahn School 
of Nursing at the University of San 

Diego and Point Lama Nazarene 
College in San Diego. Aher retiring as 

a member of the PLU nursing faculty, 
she continued providing health care 
services as a family nurse practitioner 
at the Wellness Center and at the 
Vashon Plaza Medical Center. The 

highlight of her academic career at 
PLU was working with Dr. Cleo Pass in 
the development of the MSN-Nurse 

Practitioner Program. Merrily ended 
her tenure at PLU, knowing that the 

Wellness Center was strong and 
growing and that the Family Nurse 

Practitioner Program was a success. 
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Michael Chunn and Wendy Henson were 
marr ied on August 3 1 , 2008, at E legant 
G ardens in Kennewick, Wash. M ichae l  is 
now working at Energy Northwest i n  

R i c h l a n d ,  Wash. H e  is the customer so lu·  
t ions manager and  is res ponsib le for the 

h e l p  desk as well  as the communicat ion 
and  emergency prepared ness infrastruc· 
ture at  Columbia G e n e rat ing Station. 
Wendy works in human resources for 
P a c ific Northwest Nat ional  Laboratory. 
M ichae l  and Wendy currently l ive i n  
R ic h land .  

Caleb Pi land coached the second·year 
Un ion H igh  Schoo l  footba l l  team to a 
1 3-0 record and  a berth into the 
Washington Class 3A state cha mpionship 
game .  Aher s ix years as the head coach 
of Evergreen H igh  Sc hool of Vanc ouver, 
Wash., with a win-loss record of 54--1 3, 
Caleb was n a m e d  athletic director of the 
new Union High School i n  2007. 

Don Pruett spent five weeks dur ing the 
summer of 2008 touring schools in Ind ia  
with a group of Fulbright-Hayes Scho lars. 
The group was made u p  of 16 midd le  a n d  

h igh  school math and  s c i e n c e  tea c h ers 
from a c ross the c o untry. Don is a sc i 

ence  spec ia l ist with the Sumner  School 
Distr ict i n  Sumner, Wash. 

Philip H. Jones e a rn ed a Doctor of 
Dental Surgery from the Un iversity of 
Wa shington in 200 1 .  Rece ntly h e  became 
a partner  of Pearl Street Fa mi ly Dentistry 
in Ta coma.  He and  his wife, Kari,  live i n  
the area with their s o n ,  P h i l i p  H .  Jones, 

Jr., born S e pt. 7,  2007. 

1 998 

Class Represe ntative - Shannon 
(Herlocker) Stewart 

Sheree (Deskin) James a n d  husband 

Terry ce le brated their  seventh anniver
sary. The couple met whi le S heree was 
attending PLU in 1 996. They have two 
ch i ldren;  son Malaka i  and  daug hter 
M al iyah.  The family l ives i n  Woodinville, 
Wash. 

1 999 

Class R epresentative - Julie (Johnston) 
Bulow von Oennewitz 

2000 
Class Represe ntative - Ashley Orr 

Robyn Rost earned a Masters of Arts in 
L iberal  Studies from D a rtmouth Col lege 
in 2005. She has worked in the Northeast 
with local  non- profit organizations since 
then. She is currently employed by the 

Vermont Institute of Natura l  Sc ience  as a 
non-profit development, grants a n d  mem
bership manag er. 

Deborah l. Erickson has received a pro
motion. She is now the director of on l ine 

product  development at  TDWI .  

Wendy Joy Garrigues has started a com
pany for se l l ing  her a rtwork. She has 
whimsica l  ch i ckens, Louis iana gators, 

and other fun creations. Her brother bu i l t  
her Web s ite,  www. WendysJoy.net to 

share her  drawings with the world. 

Amber Diane Hahn-landis ma rried 
Christopher Storr Keenan J u n e  21  at 
Central Lutheran Church.  lori (Hahn '04) 
George was matron of honor and  
Jessica Coleman '00 was a br idesmaid .  
The br ide earned her degree from PLU 
and  her Maste r's degree from Golden 
Gate University. She is  a f inance supervi

sor for Ya kima Val ley Memoria l  Hospital .  
The bridegroom is assistant v ice  presi

dent  for Yakima Nat ional  Bank. The cou
p le  res ides i n  Ya kima, Wash. 

2001 
Class Representatives - Keith 
Pranghofer 

Rebecca Alice 
Wells ma rried 
Christopher 
Al lan C a rpenter 
June 7 at  the 

First B a ptist 
Church of 
She lton, Wa sh.  
Pastor Bi l l  Wells, 
the br ide's 

father, oHiciated the double-r ing ceremo

ny. Lutes attend ing  the br ide and  helping 
with the ceremony were lisa Welsh, 
Jenny Sullivan and Amy (Schouten) 
Green '00. Rebecca c u rrently works as 

the soc iety editor and  county govern
ment reporter for the Shelton-Mason 
County J o u rnal .  Christopher earned h is 
b a c h elor's degree from Saint  M a rtin 's 
Co l lege in 2003. He now works in the 
technology d e partment of the Shelton 
Sc hool D istrict. The coup le  honey

mooned i n  Honduras .  They make their  
home in Shelton.  

Ann louise Bierwagen married Roberto 
Ledezma August 17 at  the B ierwagen's 
c a b in  on the Walla Walla River near  
Mi l ton-Freewater. The br ide  is  the  

da ughter of Gary '68 and  M a rde l  
B ie rwagen.  She is employed by North 
Fra nk l in  Sc hool District at  Robert L. O lds  
Jun ior  H igh  Sc hool i n  Connel l .  The groom 

is  the son of Everesto and  Zenayda 
M a ria  De Ledezma of Boqu ete, Panama.  
He is a 1 994 graduate  of' S a n  Francisco 
de Asis, David, Panama.  H e  is employed 

by Mc Cain Foods Inc ., i n  Othello, Wash. 
The newlyweds l ive in Connell ,  Wa sh.  

Marieka Rogers 
m a rr ied Raphae l  
Mi l ler  Aug.  24  in 
a sunset c e re
many at  
Maka pu'u Po int  
in O a hu, Hawai i .  
Paulie Payne '02 
was a brides

maid.  M a rieka graduated from PLU with 
a Bache lors of Sc ience  in Psychology 
and has since earned her Masters a n d  

Doctorate in C l in ica l  Psychology from 
Al l iant Internationa l  University in San  

D iego .  Marieka h a s  a private pract ice i n  



Woodinvi l le, and  Raphael is a project 
manager  for Howard S. Wright 
Construction Company in Seattle. The 
couple lives in Seattle. 

Kelly (Kearsley) Johnson has been a 
business reporter at the News Tribune 
since 2005. She covers the Port of 
Ta coma,and international trade. Kelly 
enjoys being in cities with inferiority com
plexes and, in fact, prefers it. Prior to 
working at The News Tribune, she spent 
three years as a reporter for the Bulletin 
in Bend, Ore., and another year working 
stints for the Associated Press and 
Seattle Times. Kel ly lives i n  Tacoma with 
her husband and miniature schnauzer. 

Traci Lyn Owen of DuPont. Wash., and 
James B. Kinney II '02 of Fort Lewis, 
Wash., were married Sept. 28 at the Fort 
Lewis Go l f  Course. Elizabeth· Kinney '99 
and Janis Kinney 'OJ, the groom's sis
ters, were bridesmaids. Jason Russell 
'01' was best man and Darren Riley '04 
was a groomsman. She is a teacher a t  
Seven Oaks  Elementary Schoo l  i n  Lacey, 
Wash. He is employed by the 
Department of Defense as  a civi l ian at 
Fort Lewis. They honeymooned in San 
Diego and live in DuPont. 

2002 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Gorne 
and Brian Riehs 

Sara Wilson 
married G rant 
Bryan Dec. 29, 
2007, in 
Anchorage, 
Alaska. Sara 
worked as the 
human resource 
manager of the 
Anchorage 
Convention and 

Visitors B ureau. Now in Everett, Wash., 

Sara recently began working as  a human 
resource consultant for Everett 

Community College. Grant is a commis
sioned officer in the U nited States Navy. 

Meredith Woolsey married Erik 
Mortensen '01. She recently obtained 
her  Masters of Science in management 
from Troy Un iversity. Meredith currently 
owns a personal styling business that 
focuses on help ing ind iv iduals leverage 
th eir own unique style to meet their life 
goals. Er ik received his M B A  from PlU in 
2008. He is the associate d i rector of 
business operations a t  G roup H ealth 
Cooperative. 

Michael Dailey's composition "Ave 
Maria" is now published by MorningStar 
Music as part of the St. louis Cathedral 
Choral Series. Michael is stil l in his posi
tion at St. John the Evangelist Chu rch in 
West Chester, Ohio, where he d i rects 
five choirs and a parish orchestra. 

Shaun Takenouchi married Devon Turner 
July 26 a t  Chapel Hil l Presbyterian 
Church in  Gig Ha rb or, Wash. 

Branden Durst was re-elected as  Idaho 

State Representative for the 1 8th District 
seat A He lives with his wife, Ja ime, in 
Boise. 

2003 
Class Representative - Elisabeth Pynn 
Himmelman 

Paul Allen married Thea Varichak 
September 27 at Atonement lutheran in 
Missoula, Mont. Pau l  is employed by the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation as  a 
graphic designer for Bugle Magazine. 
They make their home in Missou la .  

Stacey Kreitz received her Master's 
degree in Socia l  Work from the 
University of Wisconsin- Green Bay. She 
is still employed with Brown County 
Wisconsin, Human Services - Chi ld 
Protective Services. 

2004 
Class Representative -Tammy Lynn Schaps 

Kaittin (Glines) Barnhart works as a 
social worker and counselor at the 
Kootenai Cancer Center. She lives with 
her husband Eric and daug hter Maylee. 

Lindsey Worthington graduated from the 
University of Washington School of 
Dentistry i n  J une.  lindsey is currently 
working as a dentist at the lincoln 
County Community Health Center in 
Libby, Mont. 

Fred Larabee started a graduate degree 
i n  entomology at the University of I l l i no is, 
Urbana-Champaign, in the fall of 2008. H e  
and his wife Melissa reside i n  
Champaign. 

2005 
Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Kelsey Briggs married Matt Morello '04 
J uly 1 9, at Warm Springs I nn  in 
Wenatchee, Wash. Attending the couple 
were Jackie (Nuechterlein '05) Epperson 
and Scott McVicker '02, both of Tacoma; 
Katie Dickman '05 of Yakima, Wash.; 
Michael '04 and Megan (Apperson '04) 
Rosenau, both of Savannah, Ga .  The cou
ple is making their home i n  Ta coma. She 
graduated from PlU with a bachelor's 
degree in English. She is a graduate stu
dent in the speech and language pathol
ogy program at the U niversity of 
Washington. He gradu ated from PlU with 
a bachelor's degree i n  sociology and is a 
construction manager for BMC West in 
Everett. 

Donna (Pickett) Gates-Smeall has pub
l ished her first book of poetry entitled 
"Com -PEN -di -um." Her book is avail
able at Barnes and Noble.com as well as 
publishamerica.com. Donna is married to 
James Smeall ,  who works in nLlclear 
waste management. They reside in Gig 
Harbor, Wash. 

-

Justin Klump a Portl and  based singer
songwriter quit his job to pursue music 

full-time. On Nov. 18 he independently 
released "Thousand Mile Dream." Built 
around soph isticated guitar playing and 
acoustic folk-pop tendencies, the 1 1 -
song a lbum is f i l led with solid music ian
ship, honest lyrics and  refined songwrit
ing. He  has played such venues as 
Qwest Arena in Boise, I daho, Hotel Cafe 
in los Angeles, and the Aladd in Theater 
and Crystal Ballroom in Port land .  O re. 

Lauren (Wood) 
Waltzing and 
Robert Waltzing 

.., '06 are resid ing 
in Redmond, 
Wash. Robert 
was recently 

honored with 
the Allyis Rising 
Star Award for 
2007. 

Annie Noles 
married Michael 
Scott Tanner. 
Annie earned 
her Master's 
Degree i n  
Specia l  
Education from 
Pacific 

University in Forest G rove, O re., in 
August. 

Lori Young mar
ried Don Neptun 
December 1 5, 
2007 at St. 
Ma rk's lutheran 
Church by the 
Narrows in 
Tacoma. 
Bridesmaids 

included Erin Hodge and Christine 
Do idge. Groomsmen inc luded Tony Webb 
and Ryan Funk '07. Lara (Teigen) Wood 
was a reader and Sean Haley was the 
pianist. Many lutes, both family and 
friends, were in attendance.  Lori works 
as a registered nurse at Mary Bridge 
Chi ldren's Hospital in Tacoma, and Don is 
the d i rector of bands at Bonney lake 
High School in Bonney lake, Wash. They 
live in Puya l lup .  

William Ca ll icoat and wife Jeana are l iv
ing in lake Forest Park, Wash.,with their 
daughter Fel ic ity. Wi l l iam is the director 
of health ca re policy at Providence 
Hea lth Services. Jeana is a stay-at-home 
mom. 

2006 
Class Representative - Jenna 
(Steffenson) Serr 

Rachel (Hesse) Brown and husband 
Jason were married on  J an .  16, 2007, in 
Ta coma. The couple now lives i n  
Ile banon, Tenn., where Rachel is a n  i n 
home family counselor with Youth 
Vi l lages. 

Jeremy Hutchins married Katie Teeples 
Aug. 9 at the Windmill Gardens in 

Sumner, Wash. The bride earned her 
bachelor's degree i n  elementary educa
tion from Central Washington University. 
She is a substitute teacher for the Kent 
and Renton school  districts. The bride

groom earned two bachelor degrees 
from PlU. He is a second-year medical 
student at A.T. St i l l  University. Following 
a trip to Negri l ,  J amaica, the couple is at 
home is Renton, Wash. 

2007 
Class Representative - Kaarin Praxel 

Shereen "Wai" Perreira is currently a 
pathology lab assistant at the renowned 
Queen's Med ica l  Center and will be 
tra in ing to become a Flow Cytometry 
Medical  Techn ic ian .  She calls Honolu lu ,  
Hawai i ,  home. 

Becky Mares and Kate Fontana '08 were 

recently featured in a Tacoma News 
Tri bune article highlighting the PlU 
Community Garden, which was their 
bra inchi ld while they were students. The 
organic garden, maintained by volun
teers, PlU students, alumni and col lege 
neighbors, donates the produce to the 
food bank run by Trin ity lutheran Church, 
across the street form the Parkland cam
pus. In 2008, 2,200 pounds of produce 
were ha rvested. 

Casey Pyle pro
posed to 
Rosanna 
Reardon, while 
on a PlU service 
learning project 
in Beij ing, on the 

Great Wall of 
China. The 
happy couple 

was married Aug. 2 by his grandfather, a 
retired mi l i tary chapl in ,  at Discovery 
Baptist Church in Gig Harbor, Wash. 
Many PlU Alumni were in the bridal party 
including: Casey's mother Kim (Brown 
'81) Pyle, Brett Patterson, Cindy Tingley 
'06, Allison Caldwell '06, Anna Finley '06, 
Gia Gauthreaux, Jufie Bergstrom '08, 
Matthew Simpson, Trevor Jacka and Ty 

Rallo. Casey graduated with a BS in 
Biology and is currently in graduate 
school to become a physical therapist at 
the University of Puget Sound. Rosanna 
graduated with a degree i n  communica
tion and is planning to pursue a career in 
the entertainment field. 

Jennifer Culkin was recently featured 
during a Northwind Reading Series pres
entation. Jennife r's essays have 
appeared in  The Georgia Review and 
Utne Reader. She has received awards 
for nonfiction and fiction in the 2006 
Atlantic Student Writing Contest, the 
2007 Gamma Gold Award for Best 
Feature from the Magazine Association 
of the Southeast, a 2008 Grant for Artists' 
Projects from Artist Trust and a 2008 
Rona J affe Foundation Writers' Award. 
Jennifer's memoir, "A Final Arc of Sky," 
will be released by Beacon Press in April 
2009. 
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Brandon James Hoekstra married 
lauren Elisabeth Westgaard '08 in an 
evening ceremony Aug. 9 at Vi l la Madera 
i n  Lakewood. Severin Hagen-Lillevik and 
Konrad Rehn were part of the wedding 
party. The bride is  pursuing a bachelor's 

degree in anthro pology/m useum studies 
at Central Washington University. The 
gr()()m graduated from PLU with a bache
lo r  degree in business. He is employed 
as a Washington State Parks ranger at 
Olmstead Place in El lensburg. Brandon 
and Lauren took a wedding trip to 
Montego Bay, Jama ica .  They live in 
El lensburg, Wash. 

Audrey Lynne North married Jacob Holly 
Thornburg on  Shipwreck Beach, Kauai ,  
Hawai i  June 29.  The bride gradu ated 
from PLU with a Bachelor of Sc ience 

degree in biology. She cu rrently is  
employed a t  PLU as the i r  b io logy lab 
manager. The groom is currently 
employed at U n ited Moving and Storage 
in Bremerton. They honeymooned in 
Kauai and Maui, Hawaii . The couple lives 
in Gig Harbor, Wash. 

2008 
Class Representative - Christy Olsen 
field and Courtney Stringer 

Breanne Coats has joined the editorial 
staff of the Business Examiner. Breanne 

Work 
at pLU 

graduated from PLU with a d ouble major 

in communicat ion and h·,story. She dis
covered her passion for writing stories 
while attend ing Pen i nsula High School  i n  
G ig  H arbor, Wash. 

Courtney Stringer is working as the 
assistant director for annua l  giving at 
Annie Wright School in Tacoma. 

Kaitlyn Nicole Moody married 
Christopher John Almeida July 19  at 
Pioneer Park in Stei lacoom, Wash. 
Christopher's parents are Juan and 
Norene Almeida '95. Lutes attending the 

cou ple were Peter Danielson '04 of  
Bo ise and Amy HOIVedt of Orting, Wash. 

The newlyweds honeymooned in 
Cancun, Mexico, and are making their 
home in 'lakewood. Kait lyn graduated 
from PLU with a bachelor's degree in 
elementary educ�tion. She is a first 
grade teacher at Dower Elementary 
School in Lakewood. Christopher gradu
ated from Pierce College. He is a c l ient 
service professional at Key Bank i n  
Tacoma.  

1971 
Michael J. Neils and wife Mary C. 
Tabata announce the birth of their 
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daughter, Faith Anne N ei ls ( PLU entering 
class of 2025) 

1991 
---- Kristi (Tellefson)  

Gaimster and 
husband Mark 
welcomed 
daughter Lauren 
Grace to their 
family on  
November 26. 
Lauren joins 
brothers, Jonah, 

4, and Adam, 2. Kristi works i n  the corpo

rate finance department at DaVita where 
she has been employed for n ine years. 
Kristi and Mark are in their fifth year 01 
ownership 01 /I Fiasco Ital ian Restaurant. 
located in Tacoma's Sixth Avenue bus i 

ness d istrict. The Ga imsters l ive in 
Tacoma. 

1993 
Mark Stevens 
and his wife 
Sopheany 
announce the 
birth of Myja 
Stevens on 
Sept. 29 at 
Tripier Army 
Med ical Center, 
Honolulu, 

Hawa i i .  She jo ins her brother Luke, who 
has just started kindergarten at Mi l i l an i  
Ike Elementary. Mark, who is  a major, is  
back  i n  I raq with the 25th Infantry. 
Sopheany and the ch i l dren wil l  spend 
the year in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Grandparents Cheri and John Stevens 
'63 helped welcome Myja. 

Jenny Hark and 
her husband 
Alex Hoffner 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter Sara 
Rebecca on 
March 3, 2007. 
She joins her 
brother Orew, 5. 

Last year they moved to Evans, Ga ., 
where Alex is the pastor in cha rge of 
worship and family ministries at Christ 
the King Lutheran Church .  Jenny is a 
church textiles des igner and a domestic 

engineer specia l iz ing in prolessional vol
unteering. They hope to make it up to the 
Northwest to visit sometime (most l ikely 
in the far future]. 

---- Sam Cook and 
wife Teresa 
(Kelley) Cook 
wel comed their 
second chi ld, 
Zachar iah 
Matthew Cook, 
on October 18. 
He weighed 6 
Ibs. 15 oz. and 
measured 1 9  

inches .  The normal delivery took  place at 
Pondok Indah Hospital i n  Jakarta, 

Indonesia. Sam and Teresa also have a 
daughter, Abigail Hannah, who celebrated 
her second birthday in September. Sam is 
in his third year as head of North Jakarta 
International School. Teresa is teaching 
fourth grade and is  also the school's cur
ri culum coordinator. 

Kim (Nirk) Waterstraat and her husband 
John adopted four-year-old Maiya 
Christine Waterstraat from China on Oct. 
7. He r  birth date is May 10, 2004. She 
joins brothers Ni cholas, 8,  and Nathan 6. 

Ed Grogan and his wile Kathy announced 
the b irth of their daughter  Zoe Glor ia on 
D ecember 12. Zoe jo ins sibl ings Quin and 
Kai. Everyone i n  the Grogan family is 
happy, hea lthy and enjoying the new 
addition to their lamily. 
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David Gamon 
resides in 
Spokane, Wash .. 
with his wife, 
Jennifer (Seim) 
Gamon, Aislin, 8, 
Quinn, 5, and  
Eamon, born 

....... ""--'---.:1 February 3, 2008. 

Jason DiStefano and Ann Fujimoto
DiStefano announce the birth of James 
Kamana Kohe DiStefano i n  Pul lman, Wash., 
on Oct. 1 2. Jason is the football recruiting 
and operations assistant at Washington 
State University and Ann is  a physical ther
apist at Pullman Sports Physical Therapy 
( O PT, University of Puget Sound I. 

1996 
Heather Elmore 
welcomed son 
Jabin Elmore
Martinez on Feb. 
1 9, 2007. 
Heather is an  
education serv

ices manager with Northwest Commu nity 
Action Centertyakima Valley Farm 
Workers' i n  Yakima, Wash. 

Edmond Hrivnak 
and wife Jennifer 
welcomed 
daughter Shae 
Marie into their 
family on Nov. 28. 

long. She was well received by her older 
brother John Dawson who is 18 months 
old. Jennifer is currently working on her 
Masters in Nursing at PLU. Ed is a firefight
er with Central Pierce Fire and Rescue. 
They l ive on Spanaway Lake in Tacoma. 
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Bliss, on Aug. 3, 2007. 

Matthew B l iss 
and Heather 
Zappone Bliss 
welcomed the 
birth of their son, 
Patrick David 



1998 
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Philip H. Jones 
his wife, Kari, 
l ive in the 
Northwest with 
their son, Phi l ip 
H. J ones, Jr. ,  
born Sept. 7, 
2007. 

Heidi 
(Spl ingerber) 
Zuniga and 

Victor Zun iga 
welcomed a 
daughter, Is la 
Marie Zuniga, 

on Nov. 26. 

Derek and Amy 
(Reed '01) 
Reinke 
announce the 
birth of Drew 
Ethan Reinke on 
July 29. They live 
in Tualatin, Ore. 

Sam and Hilary 
(Petersen '00) 
Lester are 
pleased to 
announce the 
birth of their 
third daughter, 
Alicia Ruth on 

Oct. 8. She loins her two older sisters, 
Serena, 3, and Maiya, 1 .  

Robert Peebles 
and wife Sarah 

welcomed son 
Merrin 
MacArthur 
Peebles to their 
family on July 
22. Merritt joins 
sister Elizabeth 

Grace. Robert is working as a f inancial 
consultant at DA Davidson in Wenatchee, 
Wash. Sa rah  is  a stay-at-home mom. 

... ------. .... - Mark Rentfrow 
and his wife 
Aimee 
announce the 
birth of their 
son, Bergen 

Michael Baldoz Rentfrow on  October 1 4. 
They live in Olympia, Wash. 

Jonathan and 
Ahna (Lietke) 
Strand wel
comed Timothy 
Isak on July 28, 
2007. He jo ins 
big brother 
Joseph, 4. They 
live in Santa 
Clara, Calif , 

where Jonathan works as a research 
and development engineer at Numonyx 
and Ahna is  a homemaker. 

Lindee 
(Glandon) Bly 
and husband 
Mark announce 
the birth of th eir 
daughter, Evelyn 

Arda, on July 22, in De nver. She joins big 
brothers Nolan Patrick, 5, and Wyatt 
George, 3. Mark is a staff pharmacist for 
FastRelief USA and Lindee is a stay-at
home mom. They make their home in 
Evergreen, Colo. 

2000 
Katie (Smith) 
Yocom and 
Nathan Yocom 
'02 announce 
the birth of the ir  
son Ethan 
Wayne on 
February 9. 2008. 
He joins his sis
ter Sydney, age 

4. Katie is a stay-at-home mom and 
Nathan works as a software engineer for 
Zipper I nteractive in Redmond, Wash. 

Erin (Swanson) Hoar and husband Kevin 
welcomed daughter Keira Marie Hoar in 
the i r  family on  August 14. 

jo ins big brother Ben. 

Greg Kuhlmann 
and wife Ju l i e  
welcomed 
William Cole 
Kuhlmann to 
their family on 
J u ly 24. Will iam 

Tharen 
( Michael) 
fnverso and 
husband 
Christopher 
Inverso '01 
announce the 
birth of their 
second da ugh
ter. El ise Rose 

Inverso, on J u ly 1 0. Elise joins big sister 
Siri Joy, 2. 

Tara (Roberts) 
Balcom and her  
husband Kevin 
were blessed 
with the birth of 
their daughter 
Kristen Moriah 
on August 29· 
She joined her 
b ig sister 

Katelynn, 2. 
Kristen was born with a genetic condi
tion cal led Trisomy 18 and was born into 
heaven just three days later on 
September 1 . Although short, her life 
was, and is, celebrated. The Ba lcoms 
l ive in Parkland. where Tara i s  a full-time 
mom and wife, and Kevin works for the 
city of Tacoma.  

Beth ISteele) Cavanaugh ar.d her hus
band Co lby welcomed the i r  first child. 

2001 

Liam James,  on 
Jan', 2008. The 
family lives in 
Portland. Ore., 
where Beth 
teaches Engl ish 
and drama at 
Milwaukie 'H igh 
School. 

Kim IJohnson) 
Rothlisberger 
and husband, 
Travis, wel
comed into this 
world son Jakob 
Rothlisberger on 
Apri l  4. 2008. 
The family 
resides in  
Renton ,  Wash. 

Aaron Rose and wife Robyn had twin 
boys Logan and  Zach Rose on OC1. 1 6. 
2006. 

.. P L U 
Tyler Imig and 
wife Christen 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, 
Jordyn Kailaj i 

Imig o n  Ju ly 12. Tyler is a special educa
tion math teacher at Aiea High School in  
Aiea ,  Hawaii. 

2002 

family on Apri l 1 5, 2008. 

Roxanne 
IBadillo) 
McCloud. hus
band Robert and 
son Joz iah wel
comed Keisha 
Grace into their 

JiII lWilmovsky) 
and her hus
band leil Hallen 
'00 celebrated 
the birth of their 

son Gunnar  
Wi l l iam Hatlen 

on  May 20, 2008. J i ll i s  a first grade 
teacher at lyd i a  Hawk Elementary in  
Olympia, Wash. le i f  i s  the manager a t  
Venture Bank i n  the  Dupont and Hawks 

Prairie branches. 

2003 

2004 

Kelly Gaspar 
Poth gave birth 
to son James 
Austin Path on 
August 29, 2008. 

Shaun and 
Shannon 
IBrewer) 
Parthemer wel
comed their 
daughter Macie 
Amalia on July 
3, 2008. Shaun is 
a commercial 

insurance agent for Totem Agencies, 
Inc ., in Kirkland, Wash. Shannon is the 
commun ity relations and communica
tions coordinator for Lake Washington 
School District in  Redmond, Wash. The 
Parthemers cu rrently reside i n  
Lynnwood, Wash. 

2007 
Anthony Gomez and wife Lana, 
announce the birth of their baby g i rl ,  
Raelynn Michel le Gomez, on August 21, 
2008. Raelynn weighed 6 Ibs., 11 oz. lID 
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perspective 
coneinued fiw/J back page 

Hiscory of Childhood and Youth in 
Norrkbp ing, Sweden. Soon thereafter, I 
received a Fulbright Distinguished 
Lectureship co teach at Yonsei 
Un iversity in Seoul, South Korea, in 
the 2008 spring semester. And then 
this past September, I was again hon
ored co be invited to present a paper at 
the Ninth Australian Adoption 
Conference in Sydney. 

My new international perspective 
deeply influenced my research .  At con
ferences in England, Sweden and 
Australia, I was at fi rst stunned and 
then excited to discover li tcrally hun
dreds of l i ke-minded people - scholars, 
professionals, and governmcnt officials 
- al l tal king about adoption issues. To 
understand the significance of this 
seemingly m undanc fact, one must 
realize that the histOry of adoption in 
the United Statcs is a ncw discipl ine 
and that only a handful  of scholars, 
scatccred ovcr several d isciplines, 
acrively practice the craft. Conferences 
dcdicatcd to the histOry of adoption in 
the U.S. are practically unknown, and 
[here are no Internet discussion l ists 
devoted [0 adoption his tory. 
International conferences provided me, 
for the first  time in 20 years of research 
on adoption, with a community of 
l ike-minded scholars and profession
als. Now I have begun to e-mail them 
regularly, share ideas and findings, and 
collaborate on research and wri ting 
projects. After French scholar Ivan 
Jablonka and I met in Sweden, we 
began e-mailing abouc che idea of col
laborating on a comparative h istOry of 
early 20th-century adoption insritu 
cions. S imilarly, several Australian and 
Canadian researchers and I are plan
n ing to presenc papers on various 
internacional aspects of adoption at 
the forrhcoming Fifth Biennial 
Conference on the History of  
C hildhood and Youth in Berkeley, 
Calif., lacer in 2009. Neither these col
laborations nor the comparative 
nature of the questions wc are asking 
together would have been possible 
without "going global." 

A comparative approach to the hisro
ry of adoption has also led [0 my revis
ing some of the fundamental research 
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The part ic ipation of Korean students forced Carp 
to fe-examine h is  n ot ions a bout the Western 
family. 

q uestions swi rling about adoption 
reform in the United States - 111 partic
ular, the highly contentious issue of 
whether allowing adopted adults 
access to their adoption records, which 
are sealed in most states, would have a 
negative effect on birth mothers who 
had been promised secrecy by social 
workers at the time they had relin
qu,ished their babies. My earl ier 
research was ambivalent on this issue, 
therc not being sufficient evidence to 
support a conclusion, one way or 
another. J3u t thc papcr I delivcred in 
Sydney, bascd on new research in 
Great Britain and Australia as well as 
the United States, addressed this issue. 
My paper was the fU'st one to tcst 
empirically how safe birth parents and 
adopted adults were in countries that 
have opened their adoption records, 
usually bi rth registration records, 
using concact preference forms and 
contact vewes. The results of this 
investigation revealed that a vast gap 
exists between the fear by birth parents 
and adopted adults that their privacy 
will be invaded and thcir fami ly dis
rupted and the reality that few or no 
o ffenses are committed. I concluded 
that opening adoption records with 
contact prefercnce forms or contact 
vetoes provided a balanced adoption 
disclosurc system and was a viable 
alternative to rhe sealed adoption poli
cies currently used in the vast majori ty 
of American states and Canadian 
provinces. The paper has subsequently 
been published in Adoption Quarterly 
(offprint sent upon request). 

Global experience has simi larly 
altered my teaching perspective. I 
taught two courses to undergraduates 
at Yonsei, one of which was "Fami lies 
and Childhood in American Hisrory, 
1 607 to the Present." The active par
ticipation of the students taught me 
that my ethnocentric notions about 
the Western family needed ro be seri
ously qual ified, as I learned about the 
Korean extended family kinship sys
tem, the family naming register 
(recently abol ished), the importance of 
Confucian ism, and the various levels 
of respect imbedded in the Korean 
language. I hope ro teach th is coursc 
at PLU, and when I do, to incorporate 
a comparative international perspec
tive. 

I plan ro continue my research, pub
lishing and teaching in an interna
tional context. Currently, I am writing 
a biography of Jean Paton, a middle
aged, twice-adopted, ex-social worker 
who pioneered the adoption reform 
movement, both here and abroad. 
After I finish that project:, I plan to 
write a hiswry of adoption records in 
global perspective. In 2009, I am look
ing forward to attending a business 
history conference in Milan, in antici
pation of adding a comparative histo
ry component to my American 
Business and Economic History 
course. As I look ro the future, I can 
be sure of one thing: having gone 
global, there is no going back. 1m 

E. Wa)me Carp holds the Benson Family 
Chair in History and is professor of history 
at PLU. His research focuses on the history 
of secrecy and openness in adoption. He is 
the author of "Family Matters: Secrecy and 
Disclosure in the History of Adoption" 
(Harvard University Press, 1998) and 
"Adoption Politics: Bastard Nation and 
Ballot Initiative 58" (University Press of 
Kansas, 2004) and the edito;' of "Adoption 
in America: Historical Perspectives" 
(University of Michigan Press, 2002). A 
recognized expert on legal issues, he has 
served as a consultant and expert witiwss 
throughout North Americ,1 in cases that 
concern "wrongful adoption, " secrecy in 
adoption records, and the history of adop
tion disclosure laws. 
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March 18, 7 p.m. 
The 35th A n n u a l  Wa lter C. Schna ckenberg 

M e m or ia l  Lecture 

U n ive(sity C enter 

A P R i l  

April 3, 2 p.m. 
Psyc ho logy Col loq u i u m  

Xavier H a l l  

April 1 4, 10:30 a.m. 
Wi ngs of Beauty: Butte rf l ies  

of Wash in gton 

G a rf ie ld  B o o k  Compa ny, Commun ity Room 

April 1 4, 8 p.m.  
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Mary Baker  Russe l l  M u sic Center, 

lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

April 1 5, 6:30 p.m. 
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April 1 8, 8 p.m. 
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D ivers ity Q&A Workshop 
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Apri l  21 , 7 :30 p.m. 
Ea rth Day Speaker 

S c a nd i nav ian  Cu'ltural Center 

April 22, 6 p.m. 
Saxifra g e :  35 Ye a r  Ann iversa ry 

G a l a  a n d  Release Party 

University Center 

April 23, 8 p.m. 
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S c a n d i navi a n  C u ltural  Center 

April  24, 8 p.m. 
H a rstad Hal l  A l l -Campus Event 

Red Square D a n c e  Pa rty 

Red S q u a re 

April 25, 5:30 p .m.  
Hawai i  C l u b  Luau 

O lson Au ditor ium 

M AY 

May 1 ,  1 2:30 p.m. 
1 5th A n n u a l  N atural  S c i ences 

Academic  Festival 

Morken C e nter 

May 1 ,  8 p.m. 
Jazz Ser ies :  U n iversity Jazz Ens e m b l e  

M a ry Baker  R u sse l l  M u s ic Center, 

La g e rq u ist Concert H a l l  

M a y  2 ,  8 a.m. 
1 5th A n n u a l  Natu ra l  Sc iences 

A c a d emic Festiva l 

Mo rken Center 

May 2, 3 p.m. 
Stud io  Series : H a r p  Ensemble  C o n c e rt 

M a ry Baker  Russe l l  Mus ic  Center, 

Lage rquist C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 7, 7 a.m. 
Stu d e nt-Fa c u lty Resea rch Ce le brati on 

U n ive rsity Ce nter 

May 13, 5 p.m. 
201 0  J -Term Off · Ca m p us Pizza P a rty 

Olson Aud itor,i u m  

May 1 6, 8 p.m. 
Artist Series:  H o l ly  B oaz, 

Fa c u lty Voc a l  Rec ita l 

M a ry Baker  Russ e l l  M u s ic  Center, 

Lag e rqu i st Concert H a l l  

Tune into 88.  KPLU 
to hetlr 

not 'u L WHAT happened 
but WHY i t  happ ened . 

J..: PLU · Morning Edition, 
WI.' kuays fn\o1 4 t l J. m . 

May 21 , 10  a.m. 
Bronn J o u rney:  Vo i c e  of the H a r p  

U n iversity Cente r 

May 22, 6 p.m. 
School of N u rs i n g  

Gra d u ate R e c o g n ition Cere m o ny 

Trin ity Luth e r a n  C h u r c h  

May 23, 1 1  a.m. 
S c h o o l  of Arts & Communic ation 

Senior R e c o g n it ion R e c e ption 

Ingram H a l l  

May 23 ,  1 2:30 p.m. 
S c h o o l  of Arts & C o m m u n i c ation 

Senior Recogn ition Ceremony 

M a ry Baker  Russel l  Music Center, 

La gerq u ist Concert H a l l  

May 23, 2 p.m. 
Schoo l  of N u rs ing R e c o g n it ion and P inning 

Ceremony 

Trinity Luthe r a n  Church  

May 24, 2:30 p.m. 
Commenc ement 

Ta c o ma D om e  � 
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1\18 
G o i n g  G l o b a l  

When E. Wayne C a rp was hired as a lega l  consultant by the Canadian government, it fostered an  internat ional  perspective that deeply i n f luenced his research 
and  led to a coveted F u l b right D ist inguished lectureship i n  Seoul ,  Korea .  

rained as an historian of the 
American Revolurion and blessed 
with an abundance of sources, I 

saw no scholarly reason to [('avel abroad, 
although I had wanted to see England, 
the mother counery from which America 
was born. My subsequent research on the 
history of adoption, which produced 
three books over the course of 20 years, 
focused eneirely on the United States. I 
had l ittle interest in writ ing or teaching 
history in a comparative dimension. 

My attitude and practice changed dra
matically, however, in 2005 when, out of 
the blue, the Ministry of  the Attorney 
General, Ontario, Canada, h i red. me as a 

By E. Wfaync Carp 

legal consultant, in the case of 
Marchand v. On tario in the Ontario 
Superior Coun of Justice. I was asked to 
research and write an affidavit on the 
h istory of adoption legislation, focusing 
on secrecy and disclosure ill Oneario's 
adoption records, and placing Ontario's 
e.xperience in a wider context. In prac
tice, this meant comparing Oneario's 
ado ption disclosure laws with those of 
other English-speaking jurisdictions, 
including Canada, G reat Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and the United 
States. That experience forced me ou t of 
my insular focus on the United States 
and channeled my research in terests to 

international adoption, and in particu
lar, a comparative histo1')! of  adoption 
records in global perspective. 

Quickly, as an unintended result of 
my new research interest, I became a 
world traveler. I n J uly 2006, I was hon
ored to be invited to England to be a 
keynote speaker at the Second 
International Conference on Adoption 
Research at the University of  East 
Anglia, Norwich. This marked my first 
trip abroad. The following year, I was 
il1vited to give a talk at the biannual 
conference of the Societ), for the 
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