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This patch of soil: Farth and Diversity weeks unite

NATALIE DEFORD

News Writer ]
MCKENZIE SUMPTER

Guest Writer

With speakers, film-
screenings, performances and
more, this year’s Earth Day lasted
a full week. April 18-25 was both
Earth Week and Diversity Week
at Pacific Lutheran University.

According to the PLU website,
the two, week-long events packed
into one provided, “events
emphasizing the connections
between environmental and social
issues,” and also, “opportunities
to think critically about the
intersections of diversity, justice
and sustainability.”

The week was kicked off
Saturday April 18 with Habitat
for Humanity’s Habitat
Restoration Work Party and
ended with a Garden Work Party
" in the PLU Community Garden
the following Saturday.

The keynote speech was the
Earth Day Lecture on Tuesday

titled “This Patch of Soil: Race,

Nature, and Stories of Future
Belonging.”

This year's lecturer was
Carolyn Finney from the
University of California Berkeley,
who spoke to an audience of
more than 200 students in the
Scandinavian Cultural Center.

Finney focused on the
intersection of race and the
environment and begged the
question: “Who gets to speak to
issues of sustainability?”

Finney insisted upon the
coexistence of social justice,
science and creativity, saying that
people should, “learn as much as
we can and be creative with how
we can do that.”

PLU sophomore Rhiannon
Berg said she was especially
inspired during an in-class
questions and answers session
with Finney earlier that day.

Berg said Finney shared a lot
about her work and challenges
she has faced.

“She was very eloquent but
also conversational and fiery,”
Berg said. “She was very energetic
about her topic and also very
passionate. She was super cool in
the way she talked about taking a
stand at Berkeley and how she’s
taking charge with her life.”

Evolving course
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On . Wednesday, different
perspectives were shared at
Sounds of Solidarity. The
event invited students to come
and share their voices and
emotions through art and short
performances.

“Ilove seeing students express
themselves through story telling
and poetry,” sophomore Chris
Boettcher said. “Earth and
Diversity Week is needed because
it encourages students to explore
diversity, especially those who
don’t regularly utilize on-campus
resources, as well as take part in
campus and community projects
to improve our environment and
emphasize the importance of the
global community.”

Events on Thursday included
a faculty panel discussion of
environmentalism, sustainability
and climate change. Also on
Thursday was an event called
“Challenge Day & If You Really
Knew Me...”

Friday night featured a
performance by a group called
Dark Matter, who put on their “It
Gets Bitter” show in the Karen
Hille Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts,
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PLU alsoheld ascreening of the
film “Growing Cities” on Friday.
The show was sponsored by the
PLU Community Garden and
the Grass Roots Environmental
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Action Now (GREAN) club. :
“Earth Week is a really “ QQAE“
great week of the year v ﬁ NS ‘

‘when a lot of different
groups and programs on
campus join together
to put on awesome
events centered on
the environment
and social justice,”
said junior Jenna
Harmon, GREAN
club Co-President.
Earth and Diversity
week was made
possible  through
the hard work of
many students,
including Harmon,
as well as many
campus and community
organizations.

With this collaboration-filled
week, much effort was put toward
drawing the connections between -
social justice and sustainability.
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More than just class topics are changing in 2015

GENNY BOOTS
News Writer

A new term brings new
classes, and students at Pacific
Lutheran University have plenty
of new courses to choose from.

Each year, departments offer
the same type of courses and
introduce brand new courses.

These newly designed courses
are not included in the course
catalog or given wide attention.
While on Banner, the online
registration site for students,
courses listed with an ”“ST” in the
title or with a 287 or 387 course
number indicate a course hasn’t
been offered before. This allows
professors or departments a
chance to test out a new class.

For the fall, political science
professor Kathryn Sil will teach a
course titled “Marriage Equality
in the Constitution” (listed under
POLS 287). Within the Women's
and Gender Studies department,
professor Jennifer Smith will

be offering a special topics
class titled, ”Intro Into Trans
Studies” (listed under WMGS
287), examining the cultural and
political difficulties around being
transgender. .

These special topics

While several individual
classes are fresh to PLU,
this upcoming fall will also
feature a pilot series of “linked
courses.” These are classes that
are sequential, so all students

with two parts over the course
of the year - allow students to
bond with each other and their
teachers which helps students
grow, DeLaRosby said. Students
don’t have to start over with a

whole new process every

courses are proposed by
faculty and often reflect
their own interests and
focus, similar to man
January term courses.
“Marriage equality in
the law? When I was a
college student 15 years
ago that wasn’t being
discussed,” said Director
of Academic Advising,
Hal  DeLaRosby. “I

“l hope that students find the new
classes interesting, fascinating 2016 academic year, the
and to their benefit to try out.”

" Hal DeLaRosby

Director of Academic Advising

semester, which helps
professors go right into
teaching in spring.

For the 2015-

religion department is
offering a linked course
series with professors
Crawford-O’Brien  and
Llewellyn Thssen. These
two classes satisfy PLU’s
global religion credit

mean there were people
interested in it, but it

wasn’t a wide conversation as it is
now. Why not have a topic that is
of contemporary interest?”

A “special topics” course can
be offered up to three times under
such label before it must be either
admitted into that department’s
curriculum or reconfigured.

signed up in a fall course will
automatically be signed up for
a related course in J-Term or
spring. This has been done in the
past with First-Year Experience
Program Writing 101 classes and
190 Inquiry classes.

Progression classes - or, classes

and Christian religion
credit, but are geared
toward students in the pre-health,
nursing and social sciences
departments. Both courses offer
religious perspectives of health,
healing and wellness.
In the fall, students can sign
up for RELI 230 with Crawford-
O’'Brien and are automatically
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placed into the
spring course with
Llewellyn Thssen.
The concept of
linked courses is
continuing to be piloted at PLU,
and is similar to cohort classrooms
used by the School of Education
and the School of Nursing.

For now, these courses are
experiments to increase learning
opportunities for students.

“I hope that students find
that the new classes interesting,
fascinating and to their benefit to
try out,” DeLaRosby said.

Although registration week
has ended, Academic Advising
is still available to answer
questions and shift student class
schedules at advising@plu.edu
or by appointment in Ramstad
Commons. Fall term begins
September 8.
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Final Regular Season Standings
| gular S Standing
Baseball Softball
pe
TEAM WINS LOSSES CONFERENCE TEAM WINS LOSSES CONFERENCE
Pacific Lutheran 28 11 18-6 Whitworth 31 12 21-7
Linfield 28 12 16-8 George Fox 31 13 19-9
Whitworth 28 13 16-8 Pacific 29 15 19-9
Puget Sound 18 19 13-11 Linfield 31 12 17-11
George Fox 17 23 13-11 Pacific Lutheran 23 17 16-12
Pacific 19 18 12-12 Willamette 16 22 13-15
Willamette 20 16 10-14 Lewis & Clark 9 30 6-22
Lewis & Clark 8 32 5-19 Puget Sound 4 36 1-27
Whitman 6 28 5-19 =
Men’s Tennis Women’s Tennis
TEAM WINS LOSSES CONFERENCE TEAM WINS LOSSES CONFERENCE
Whitman 21 5 12-0 Whitman 17 5 12-0
Pacific 15 6 10-2 Lewis & Clark 17 4 11-1
George Fox 14 8 9-3 Linfield 14 6 9-3
Lewis & Clark 8 9 7-5 Whitworth 9 9 8-4
Whitworth 6 11 6-6 George Fox 10 9 6-6 .
Pacific Lutheran 5 13 5-7 Pacific Lutheran 7 9 3-9 -
Willamette 4 14 4-8 Pacific 6 10 3-9
Linfield 1 15 1-11 Puget Sound 2 11 1-11
Puget Sound 1 12 0-12 | Willamette 2 17 1-11
Men’s Golf Women’s Golf
NWC Championships NWC Championships
TEAM PLACE PAR TOTAL TEAM PLACE PAR TOTAL
Willamette 1 +26 ) 602 | George Fox 1 +46 622
Whitworth 2 +42 618 Whitman 2 +77 653
Linfield 3 +45 621 Whitworth 3 +81 657
George Fox 4 +48 624 Pacific Lutheran 4 +82 658
Pacific Lutheran 5 +53 629 Lewis & Clark. | 5 +99 675
Whitman 6 +69 645 Linfield 6 +178 754
Puget Sound 7 +72 648 Willamette 7 +204 780 -~
Pacific 8 +99 : 675 Pacific 8 +281 857
Lewis & Clark 9 +169 745 Puget Sound DNC DNC | DNC

*DNC: Did not compete












