
Innovative Nursing Program, 10 Athletic Hall of Fame, 22 Homecoming, 24 



calendar 

A ng e li c a  Boyd e n  '11 a nd M a rissa Lyons '10 were two of 17 stu d e nt-ath letes who c a ptured the first-ever wome n's Divi sion-III Ultimate Frisbee national 
cha mp io ns h ip t his May in App leton, Wise. 

SEPTEMBER 

September 2-7 

PLU New Stu d e nt Or ientat ion 
Lo c ation s  a c ross c ampus 

September 7, 9 a .m.  
Opening Convocat ion 
Olson Aud itorium 

September 7, Noon 

PLU Annua l  Co rporation Lu n c h e o n  
Unive rsity C e nter, S c a n  Center 

September 10, 8 p.m. 

For the King - All Campus Worship 
Un iversity Center, CK 

September 1 0, 9 p.m. 
Karaoke i n  the Cave 
U n iversity Center, 
Cave 

September 1 4, 6 p.m. 
Semester Away Returner Welcome 
H o n g  Hia l l ,  Ma i n  Lounge 

September 21, 4 p.m. 
NSCI Division Summer 2010 Undergraduate 
Research Prog ram Poster and Oral 
Presentation Session 
Morken Center, Publ ic  Events Room and Atrium 

September 22, 7 p.m. 
Ameri c a n  Su eto - "Th e American  Dream," 
written a n d  d i rected by R e b e c c a  Martinez 
U n ive rsity C e nter, CK 

September 23, 7 p.m. 
Faith and Reason d ia logue 
U niversity Center, Scan Center 

September 24-25, 1 p.m. 
7th Annua l  Students of Color  
Retreat 

OCTOB E R  

October 4, 7:30 p.m. 

6th Annua l  Dale E. Benson Lecture in 
B usiness a n d  E c o nomic History 
Un iversity Center, S c a n  Center 

October 5, 1 0:30 a.m. 

" N ew We at Mount Saint H e l ens-
Mt. Sa int H e lens :  Its Rebirth" featuring a 
p resentation by Ern ie  Ka rlstom, 
U P S  Professor Emeritus 
Garf ie ld  Book Compa ny, C ommunity Room 

October 8-10 
PLU H omecomin g  2010: Luteology 
Locations a cross c ampus 

October 1 1 .  7 p.m. 
Socio logy Fi lm N ight Showing -
"Sin  by S i lence"  
R ieke Sc ience  Center, Leraas  Lecture Ha l l  

cmltitwcd O f!  i;lsicie back. cover 
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Explore your 'Luteology' 
at Homecoming 2010 

he PLU campus will celebrate 
i ts black-and-gold roots 
October 7- 10, welcoming back 

alumni from near and far. From the 
Homecoming football game to the 
Gala, from class reunions to the quest 
for your  own "Luteolgy," there is 
something for everyone. In addition 
to this year's class reunions of 1 960, 
1965, 1 970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 
1995,2000 and 2005, there wil l  be a 
special affinity reunion and events 
honoring all alulllni of [he School 
of Arts and Communication. 
Homecoming is proud to partner 
with Meant to Live for an enhanced 
Friday of activities. For more 
information, please visit the 
Homecoming 20 10  Website at 
wWUJ.plu.edu/homecoming, or look 
for more details on page 24. 

Student group 
experiences the 
passion of Guatemala 

ike many students across 
[he country, 10 PLU students 
spent their spring break 

seeking warm weather. The group, 
organized by PLU's Campus 
Minis try office, was also seeking 
something more fulf i l l ing: they 
traveled to Antigua, Guatemala, to 
participate in the world's second
largest Holy Week celebration. 

The goal for the s tudents was, in 
the w rds of Luke Hansen ' 10, "to 
'xpericnce the Chris tian tradition 

outside the ni ted States." 
That meant spending time 
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with members of the Antigua commu
nity, most of whom l ive on less than $2 
a day. Sti l l ,  they would put on elaborate 
displays of devotion - jo ining proces
sionals throughout the city, or staying 
up all night to create decorative, color
ful "carpets" made of dyed sawdust and 
pine needles. 

From senior Emily Isensee's perspec
tive, this was an exercise in devotion 
unlike anything she has witnessed. 

"From our perspective, [hey have 
nothing," she said. "But they are so 
happy and passionate about their faith 
and their culture. It is something we 
can learn frolll them and bring back Lw 
campus)." 

Hansen agreed. "It really helped me 
develop a ncw perspective and under
stand what It means to be a servant and 
a part ofa commun ity," he said. 

------�- --------------------------

Three students and three 
faculty earn Fulbrights 

his year, three more PLU gradu
ates - Eric Buley, Nicolette 
Paso and Kelly Ryan - received 

prestigious U.S. Fulbright Studenr 
Fellowships. Since 1975, 83 PLU stu
dents have received [he coveted award. 
As the largest U.S. i nternational 
exchange program, recipients are 
enabled to undertake internationaJ 
graduate study, advanced research, and 
teaching positions worldwide. 

Buley will be placed in one of 
Venezuela's u niversities or at a 
Binational Center (learning centers 
affiliated with the u.s. Embassy) as an 
English teach ing assistant. There he 
will lead language learning classes, and 
present lectures and discussions on 
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U.S. culmre and society. 

Paso will be moving to Leipzig, 
Germany, and wil l  study the 

early Reformation church ordi
nances that created the first 

state-sponsored systems of social 
welfare. 

Ryan will be cominuing work on his 
PLU capstone project 
at the Nansen 
Dialogue Network in 
S kopje, Macedonia, 
where he will be con
ducting research in 
grassroots reconcilia
tion in that war-torn 
country. 

Three faculty members also received 
Fulbright awards. 

Joanne Lisosky, associate professor 
of communication, will teach journal
ism at Baku University in Azerbaijan. 

Janet Weiss, assistanr professor of 
instructional development and leader
ship, will do curriculum work in 
Nami bia. Jennifer Jenkins, assistant 
p rofessor of German, will partici pate in 
the Badcn-Wurncmberg Seminar for 
American Faculty i n  German and 
German Studies. 

School of Arts and 
Comm.unication nam.es 
Cameron Bennett as dean 

chamber m usician and soloist 
who has had an active and var
ied career as an ad mini strator, 

artist and educator has been named 
dean of the School of Arts and 
Com m u nication. 

Cameron Be nnett comes from Ohio 
Wesleyan Universi ty where he is profes
sor and chair of one of the most 
respected liberal ans music programs in 
the nation. He received both his 
Master's and Doctorate degrees in 
piano performance from the 
Manhattan School of Music. He also 
holds degrees from the Un iversity of 
Western O n tario and the Royal 
Conservarory of Music i n  Toronto, 
Canada. 

"Our School of Arts and Communica
tion will be very well-served as we move 
forward into the fuwre wich Cameron's 
thoughtfu l  and steady-handed leader
ship," Provost Steve Starkovich said .  

Tracy Goehr i  embraces a family membe r following Commen cement. Goehri w a s  honored with AII
Conference Honora ble Mention for basketba l l  earlier in the school  year. Photo by Ted Charles '12. 

630 graduates earn 
their degrees 

his past May, 630 grad uates 
waLked proudly across the 
Taco ma Dome stage ro receive 

their  BA, BS or master's degrees at 
PLU's 2010 commencemen t ceremony. 
Will iam Bel l, CEO of the Casey Famil)1 
Progra ms, was the keynote speaker. He 

urged the graduates to nor let the day
to-day of li fe distract them from larger 
goals. 

Don't let the "buts" get in your way, 
he cautioned. "The but for my job, but 

for my family, but for my girlfriend, I 
would do this," Bell said. "Live like you 
are the answer, and don't rest Llnril you 
find the question YOll were meant  to 
answer," he said. 
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h e & now 
continued 

MBA program named 
top business school 

PLU's MBA program was named as 
one of the rop business schools by stu
dents surveyed by The Princecon 
Review, as part of its second ann ual 
"Student Opinion Honors for Business 
Schools." In particul ar, PLU was in the 
ro p 15 nationwide for the categories of 
general management and global man
agemcnt. The l ist appeared in the April 
2010 issue of Entrepreneur. 

"We're th rilled ro receive this recogni
tion from the Princeron Review. It's an 
honor co be the only MBA p rogram in 
the North west co be recognized, and 
especially gratifying that the PLU MBA 
program is listed among the rop 15 
programs in twO of the six categories," 
said Jim Brock, Dean of PLU's School 
of Business. "It is a testament ro the 
commi tment, passion and experience of 
the busi ness school's faculty." mJ 
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Th e PLU M BA p ro g ra m, wh i c h  has its h o me in Th e M o rken Center for Learni ng a nd Tec h no logy, was 
recently h o nored by The Pr inc eton Review. 



letters 
to the editor 

Send 
your [etters to the erutor to scene@plu.edu 

50 Years of marriage -
and ministry - started in 
Tower ChapeJ 

It was January, a cold and rainy day. 

The year was 1961, the "Univers i ty Year." 

We were seniors at PLU. Both of us were 

from San Francisco, and we'd met at 

PLU the previous school ycar, when 

Barbara transferred from San Francisco 

Ciry College. Early on, we'd discovered 

we shared the same birthday, one year 

apart. (She d idn't believe him: "January 

16;> You're kiddi ng. Let me see your dri

ver's l icense!") So giving birthday gifts to 

each other became a special event. 
Many said to Barbara th:lt evening, 

"Let's go to the Tower Chapel to give our 
gifts ."  Her response: "Bur it won't be 
open now." 

To her surprise (but not his), the door 
was o pen.  Up the stairs we \wnt, into the 
chapel, and sat i n  the back row facing 
the beautifullVindow. A faint l ight 
glowed through the stained glass. 

Barbara gave her gift - a sweater, if we 
reme mber correcdy. Then Marty gave 
his: an engagement ring, a soli tai re dia
mo nd, slipping it on her finger in  the 
darkness. (She said yes.) 

We graduated from PLU in May of'61, 
Ma rry began fou r  years of studY:lt 
Pacific Lutheran Theological SClllin:lry 
in Berke ley, and in November of '61 we 
were married i n  S:ln Francisco. Now, 
afrer forry years of ministry, Marty is 
retired, and ar rhis writing, Barbara is 
completing her 1 2rh year working in thl' 
from officc ar PLTS. 

We are happy to say that our commit
ment to one another and to serve God 
tOgether began, as ir h as for orhers, in 
the Tower Chapel at PLU. 
-i'vlarlJl '61 and Barbara (Weber '61) 
Schaefer 

'Really?!' spread bad liberal slant 
I was nor su rp rised to see that five of 

the six points of view in rhe " Really?! " 

edi tOrial spread (S pring 2010 issue of 
Scene) had a ver), liberal slant. I'd like to 
know if there were op posing points of 
view by orher faculry members. It would 
be nice ro know if rhe faculry leans JUSt 
one way, or if rhere is an open-m inded 
ness permi tred i n  classrooms for stu
dents. As an undergraduate at a major 

Bridget Yaden, 
assistant professor 
of Ilispanic studies, 
was awarded the 
2010 "In pirarional 
Leadership 

ertificare" by the 
Washingron Association for 
Language Teaching. Th� award recog
nize important conrribution in 
promoting , organizing. supporung, 
defending, lobbying or planning 
some important a p 'ct of stuely of 
world languages and/ r culrures. 

Cl audia Berguson, associate 
professor of Norwegian and 
Scandinavian area rudles, delivered a 
lecture on May 26. 2010. at the 
Lillehamm er Literary Fes[ival in 

orway. Berguson discussed igrid 
UndseL'<; historical novel "Kristin 
Lavransdatter. " 

Laurie C. Murphy, associat� pro
fe sor of computer science and COI11-

puter engineering. was named co-edi
tor in chief fi r rill' nationaljoumal 

ompurer Science Education. 
Dean Waldow, 

professor oFchem
istey, has received a 
Natural Science 
-oundation grant 

of598,000 for his 
project "RUl: 

C omp:ltlbilizarion Studies fBulk 
and Th1l1 Film Polymer Blend wich 
Copolymer Addilives." 

Kevin O'Brien. assistant professor 

Big Ten university, I did not find much 
opportunity for open-m indedness in my 
m ajor, Zoology. However, as a graduate 
student at PLU and Western Kentuckv 
University, I was encouraged to be op�n
minded and allowed to defen d a partic
ular poi nt of view. If there are different 
points of view on the six folklore topics,  
I 'd l ike to hear from those faculty 
members.[§] 
-Ernest F. Przybyla '74 

of religioll, is the aUlhor of "An 
Ethics of Biodlversi ty: Christiani ty. 

Ecology. and the Variety of Life," 
p ublished by G 'orgerown Unlver iry 
Press. The book lISCS both science 
and theology to infornl a Christian 
perspective 011 rhe extinction of 
life's variery and the need for 
thoughtful and comnut rcd conser
vation efforts. 

�, . ' . ' " 

. � 

Donald Ryan. 
faculr} [e1l0\\ in 
h U l11al1i tics, is the 
autbor of "Beneath 
(he Sands of Egypr: 
Advenrun:s of an 
Unconvcnti nal 

Archaco\ogis[," published by 
I larpcr 0111115. The book includes 
tales of Ryan's time in ngypt, as 
well ;u; advcncures with famed 
Norwegian C'..xplorer Thai' 
H eyerdahl . 

Kathy Russell, assisranl prof sor 
of social work. is the recipient of the 
2009-201 () David T. A lger Award for 
Service. Russell was honored fur her 
service actlvitie. with .he 
\Va'ihingcon Corrections Cemc.!' for 
Women. Associa.ted M III i�tries, and 
the child I'en of incarceral 'd parents. 

Brenda Ihssen, visiting asSISli1I1l 
profe 'sor of religion, published 
'''Strip rhe Rich Righr Dl)Wt\ m 
Their Shirrs': Sr . John the Almsgi\'l�.r 
anJ the Tra.nsfom1arion f [hI! 

ity," ill rhe juurnal Ekklcslasukos 
Pharo!., volunw 91.20. 
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life of the mind 
Journalist Martin Jacques imagines a world where 

China is the world's only superpower 

hina will be rhe economic colos
sus on the block someday. Ie's 
not a quesrion of if, bur when. 

Thar's rhe proposal Brirish journalisr 
and author Marrin Jacques broughr ro 
PLU as he delivered a series of lecrures 
based on his book "When China Rules 
rhe World: The End of rhe Wesrern World 
and rhe Rise of rhe Middle Kingdom." 

In making his argument for the rise of 
China in inf1uence and economic clour, 
Jacques (pronounced "Jakes") firsr points 
to sheer numbers. The Asian giam countS 
a biUion-plus popularion - four rimes rhe 
popularion of rhe United Srares. That 
alone will enable China to overtake rhe 
Unired Srares as the world's largesr econo
my by 2027, wirh a continued climb to the 
posirion of world economic leader by 2050. 

China is already emerging as rhe new 
center of the East Asian economy, eclips
ingJapall. The role of economic and cul
tural relevance will, in our lifetimes, begin 
co pass from Manhatran and Paris co 
cities like Beijing and Shanghai,]acques 
claims. 

"And the assumption in all rhis is that 
China will grow and develop like a 
Western country," Jacques said during 
one of his many interviews and lectures 
in Tacoma and Seattle lasr May. "But thar 
is simply nor the case. The U.S. wants co 
understand China on its own terms and 
defines progress as the Westernization of 
thc country. But rhat isn't going [0 hap
pen. Nor in a month of Sundays will 
China ever be Like us." 

So what will China be like? And wh>' 
should the United States care? 
Jacques predicts that China will not only 

inf1uence world economics, but have a 
strong say in how environmental resources 
are used, and how rechnology is developed. 
The country will do it all without becom
ing a democracy. It will borrow economic 
and political ideas for the Wesr,Jacques 
said, bur it will hold onto a velY patriar
chal system, which China's growing mid
dle class will tolerate, or even encourage. 

Jacques contends that it is the American 

relationship with, and attitude toward, 
China that will determine whether the 
21st century will be relatively peaceful or 
fraught with tension and insrability. 
America is just waking up to the fact thar 
its world influence is waning, while 
China's is growing,]acques said. 

"I remember being very excited (when I 
read his book) because this was a set of 
questions that I'd been waiting for about 
10 years for someone to ask," said 
Gregory Youez, music professor at PLU 
and a faculty member in PLU's Chinese 
Studies Program. 

"He talks aboue how the Chinese have 
their own sense of superiority, just as rhe 
U.S. has its own sense that we're God's 
people, and the British before LIS,

" said 
Yourz. 

How China's own sense of hubris, as 
well as its developing role as the world's 
banker, may play out is uncertain. 
Currenrly, China is sitting on $2.5 rril
lion in foreign currency. Generally, China 
has been more interested in making key 
trade and business alliances with other 
countries, and ignoring what might be 
happening in a humanitarian or ecologi
cal sense within that country, he said 

"They have a very strict policy of non
interference in orher countries' affairs in 
that way," Youtz noted. 

Although Youez agreed with many of 
Jacques points, he believes that the jour
nalist hasn't answered all questions 
posed by his own scenario. 

China's growing, and powerful middle 
class is technologically savvy - and while 
they might tolerate a Communist regime 
now, they won't want to be cut off from 
rhe world, Youtz said. 

With the advent of new technologies, 
"more (Chinese middle class) will begin 
to think about other possibilities than 
what they know," Youtz said. 

Jacques has argued thar China will catch 
up and take on the modern view of envi
ronmentalism, such as the use of solar 
and wind power technology. But Yourz 
counters that while the government may 

be very progressive in environmental poli
cy, the local government officials can, and 
often do, ignore such edicrs. 

In fact, if there is one rhing rhat may 
keep China hams[)'ung as a superpower, 
it's the widespread endemic corruption of 
local officials, Yourz said. 

"That is the major complaint of the 
average Chinese citizen," Yourz said. "And 
it contribures to the doom and gloom 
rhat overshadows their view of China as a 
country. "Thar corruption may bring 
down China and makes Jacques' vision of 
a growing, successful and peaceful China 
impossible," Youtz said. 

Several crirics of Jacques' work also 
poine oue thar they doubt China will 
emerge as rhe world leader because its 
workforce and leaders are unimagina
rive. Orhers note thar Jacques' main 
sources for rhe book seem to be Wesrern 
financial experrs or urbane Chinesc, nor 
rhe hundreds of millions of rhe under
class workers who live in poverty. 

Adam CarhcarT, assisrant professor of 
history and a part of PLU's Chinese 
Studies program, said Jacques did bring 
up some interesring quesrions. Bur he 
noted rhar China may quickly become 
sidelined in its growth and inf1uence if it 
gers drawn into rhe rensions between 
North Korea and South Korea over lasr 
March's sinking of rhe Sourh Korean 
warship Cheonan. China is now in rhe 
uncomforrable posirion of chasrising irs 
unstable neighbor and longtime ally, 
Noreh Korea. 

If rhis dispure draws China in, don'r 
look for an emergence of a leading 
superpower any rime soon, Carhcarr 
no red. � 

-Barbara Clements 

Martin Jacqttes is a visiting senior [eliOt/! at 
the Londol1 School ofEconomio� IDEAS, a 
centre for the study of international affai1'S, 
diplomaCJI (md grand stmtegy, and a visiting 
research fellow at the LSE's Asia Resea.rch 
CenW: He is a columnist for the Guardian 
and the New Statesman. 
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urses take t11eir skills to cardiac 
patients at their homes 
LEO RlVAS, a Pacific Lutheran University nursing srudent, h 

topped by for a chat with hi client, Trevor Modeste S4 who 
in a tidy ralnbler tuck d between a patchwork of farms and 
subdivisions south of Tacoma. 

Numng s uden leo Rivas visits with patient Trevor Modeste at his home, Photo by Gilbert Arias. 



BY BARBARA CLEMENTS 



Nursing stu d e nt Carolyn Pratt h e l ps her  client, Martha Massey, with p a p e rwork. Photo by Kathleen 

Mosio ,  Comprehensive G e rontologic Education Partnership Project Coo rd inator, PLU School o f  Nursing. 

Usually Rivas - one of 160 nursing 
students participating in a joint pro
gram between PLU and MultiCare 
Hospital System - just shoots the breeze 
with Modeste, usually talking about 
their favorite sports teams, after asking 
preliminary questions on his weight, 
cating habits and medications. 

But not roday. Modeste admits, after 
some probing questions from Rivas, 
that he hasn't been feeling weU, and he's 
been having chest pains and shortness 
of breath - news that sets off alarm bells 
for Rivas. The casual interview rurns 
serio LIS. He insists Modeste call his doc
ror - immediately. Modeste first resists, 
not wanting [0 be a bother, but then 
relents. 

The nurse, after listening a few min
utes, tells Modeste to get to the hospital 
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NOW (an order heard clearly through 
the receiver) for a checkup. Modeste, 
who had bypass surgery three years ago, 
co 111 pI ies and they both leave for the 
hospital in Tacoma. 

For the last twO years, once a week by 
phone and twice a semester in person, 
160 PLU nurses-in-training have been 
checking on patients in the Pierce and 
King county area who suffer from con
gestive heart failure. This program -
which is gaining national attention -
was conceived twO ye.ars ago, according 
to Terry Miller, dean of PLU's nursing 
program, at a quality committee meet
ing at MultiCare. 

The board was concerned with the re
admit rate for congestive heart failure 
patients. The patients were found to 
quickly return to the hospital after fail-

ing to understand the dis
charge paperwork, failing to 
take thei r medications proper
ly, or ignoring diet and exercise 
regImens. 

With any chronic illness, 
there is a lot of risk when a 
patient goes home, noted 
Marlo Moss, MultiCare 
Chronic Heart Failure Nurse 
Navigator and Clinic 
Coordinator. The students are 
key in helping with the transi
tion, especially for patients who 
might not have the support 
they need at home or are reluc
tant to bother their doctor with 
follow up questions. 

At the time of the quality 
committee meeting in 2008, 
PLU had just received a 
S250,OOO grant from the 
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation ro improve health
care in the community. Miller 
thought having PLU nurses 
visit these recently discharged 
patients would be a perfect 
match. So did Kathy Ueland, 
CHF RN Educa[Or for Cardiac 
Service at MultiCare. 

"These patients were fre
quently being readmitted to the 
hospital and therefore nor 

meeting our 90-day benchmarks for the 
hospital readmission rates," recalled 
Miller. "So we proposed a home visit 
program for all [he patients who would 
agree to participate in it voluntarily." 

\Vhen PLU senior Kelsey Carlson gave 
Elai ne Streich a call two years ago after 
Streich received a valve replaceme.nt, 
Carlson was surprised, bur willing [0 
take part. 

For all intents and purposes, Streich, 
63, was trapped in her house. 

Her husband did all the shopping, 
attended social events for the pair and 
even had ro help Strejch tie her shoes. 
Streich, who lives in Tacoma, was Strug
gling with the idea of not drinking too 
much liquid in her daily diet, and deal
ing with chronic diabetes. The dozen or 
so medications she was on were confus
ing and expensive, costing S600 a 
month. And some were at the wrong 



dosage, making her faint if she walked 
roo far, even in her own house. 

It was embarrassing. The lack of the 
ability ro do even the simplest tasks led 
Streich CO deal with another challenge, 
depression. Carlson started counseling 
Streich about her diet, fluid intake and 
exercise. Over the last two years the 
results have been dramatic. Now, the 
pair always has their consultations Out 
of the house, on this day at a local cof
fee shop. 

Streich has lost 70 pounds and exer
cises five days a week. All of her blood 
levels are better. Carlson found pro
grams ro help pay for the medications. 

Shl' credits C:trlson, 25, with helping 
her take control of her own life. 

Carlson knows th:tt the program is 
paying off when she calls one day ro 
find Streich isn't home. "Her husband 
told me she was our with the girls." 

Scott Ross is a nursing student who 
decided on a career change after retiring 
from the Arm}'. While serving in Iraq, 

PLU nursing student Leo Rivas weighs patient 

Trevor Modeste, part of his regu lar  visit with 

Rivas. Photo by Gilbert Arias. 

Ross, 43, was impressed by 
the work he saw the nurses 
involved in as they treated 
patients. 

"I really appreciated what 
they did for the troops," Ross 
said. 

So, for the past three years, 
Ross has been studying CO be 
a nurse, and for the past two, 
he's been working with Gene 
Meade, a fellow veteran who 
lives in Gig Harbor. When 
Ross met Meade, he quickly 
discovered that Meade was 
trying co pay his $300 med
ication bill out of his own 
pocker. Ross helped Meade 
and his wife navigate the Veteran's 
Affairs benefits labyrinth and also dis
covered that he wasn't getting the dis
ability benefits he should have been 
receiving for the last three decades. 

"Took a couple of visits ro figure out 
what was going on," Ross says modest
ly. "As a nurse, you don't JUSt take care 
of the patient, but the whole family." 

It's this SOrt of a((itude and the 
changes in the lives of the patients that 
recently won the Heart Failure 
Community Transition Program 
MultiCare's President's Award for com
munity partnerships. Miller said he was 
surprised that PLU won the award, nOt 
because he didn't think the program 
was a success, bur because of the stiff 
competition from such heavy hitters as 
Department of Agriculture and the 
Washington Statc Department of 
Health. 

"There's some groundbreaking work 
here that the health care community is 
just waking up ro," Miller said. "It's 
making a difference in patient'S lives. 
To me it's a beautiful marriage betvveen 
practice and the health care needs of 
the community. When that happens, 
it's magical." 

MultiCare's Marlo Moss said this pro
gram might be one of the first of its 
kind in the nation. 

PLU n ursing student Melissa Pelissier c hats with her 

cl ient, Shirley Ba rker. Photo by Kathleen Mosio, 

Compreh ensive G erontologic Education Partnership 

Project Coordinator, PLU School of  Nursing . 

Not that the program, at first, didn't 
have its detl'acrors among docrors and 
students. Nursing student Megan 
Armstrong admits she was one of them. 
She was skeptical of how much good it 
would do. Another "ro do" in a 
crammed nursing studies schedule. 

But in a recent e-mail ro Sheri Shull, 
PLU's pediatric clinical instrucror and 
the coordinaror of the Heart Failure 
Community Transition Program, 
Armstrong wrote she'd been won ovcr 
by the program. She has visited her 
patient for the last twO years and the 
woman, as of mid-April, is now in hos
pice. Armstrong plans ro attend the 
funeral. 

"I know I made a difference ro my 
patient," she wrote. "And I know she 
made an even greater impact on me." 

Meanwhile, Rivas has been checking 
on Modeste every day since he checked 
into the hospital. He wasn't having a 
heart attack, bur his docror wanted him 
ro seay in the hospital for another day. 

And when Modeste returns home, no 
doubt, Rivas will drop by for a visit. 
This time, both hope they can talk 
about spores. I]] 
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By Ch r is  A l b e rt 
Photos by J o h n  F rosc h a u e r  

_os oy 
of S u d a n 
F ro m  ' N owh e re' 
to h o m e  at PLU 

T
he table in David Akuien's South Hall apartment is 
covered with textbooks and worksheets, filled with 
menculous notes. He sits down at the table and 
spends hours studying - this day i t's for an environ

mental studies test. 
Behind him is a poster of Mahatma Gandhi, with the quote 

"Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live 
forever." On the right is a poster of Martin Luther King]r. at 
the Lincoln Memorial, with his "I Have a Dream" speech below 
the image. 

"People like them can keep me on track everyday," he said, 
pointing to the posters. "These guys aren't alive, but their 
words are still very much alive." 

The study area, the decor on the walls, is all very much 
Akuien. 

"This is home," he said. 
For the first 12 years of David Akuien's life, he did not have a 

home - at least not the way most people think of one. He had 
places to live, but the word, the meaning of "home" was lost. 
The comfort and safety associated with the word did not exist. 

His first years of his life were spent escaping from the horrors 
of a civil war in Sudan. 

"1 was born into this chaos right away," Akuien said. 
He is one of almost 4,000 "Lost Boys," who escaped a life of 

war and faced the fear of the unknown for a chance at a better 
l ife in America, in a faraway place called Tacoma, Wash. 

For the next 10 years, the place [he 22-year-old has called 
home has been Tacoma. The past six years have been at PLU. 
He has l ived here longer than any place in his l ife. 

This May, Akuien (pronounced "A-Q-en") graduated with a 
double major in communication and political science, and 
earned minors in conflict resolution and religion. 

"Luckily, I was one of the children chosen to come here," he 
said. 

Life at PLU wasn't automatically easy for Akuien. He fel t  dif-
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ferent. He was different. He'd sit in a class and hear the prob
lems his fellow students would talk about and reaLize how dis
connected they were from the horrors of his past. 

"I didn't identif), with anybody," he said, "That was the thing 
that frightened me." 

But through the guidance of people like retired Professor 
Rick Seeger, and by getting involved in campus organizations 
and even working in PLUs conference and events, PLU became 
his home. "We were the 'go to' people," Akuien said of his time 
with conference and events. "That was the first time I felt at 
home. That's when I felt a sense of belonging. 

"PLU has become a home," he added, "all of that came 
because of my involvement." 

Akuien hopes to stay involved. He's considering getting his 
masters in education at PLU. He's passionate about educating 
people and giving people the opportunities that come with 
education. Someday, he hopes to return to Sudan as an educa
tor. He hopes to make his country great. 

"If you know where you've gone, you know where you're 
going and you know where you've got to go," he said. 

His earliest memories are of being carried by a cousin with a 
group of refugees through thousands of mi les of harsh wilder
ness and a homeland ravaged by war. He was only five years old 
at the time. They headed to Ethiopia only to find another civil 
war. His father was killed and fout of his siblings met the same 
fate. 

"That's l ife in southern Sudan," he said softly. "A lor of peo
ple didn't make it." 

"Sometimes we don't realize life is really, really horrible in 
parts of the world," Akuien said. " I  wish people made the best 
of what they have." 

On the road to Ethiopia and then to Kenya, Akuien said it 
was common to see other refugees stop on the side of the road 
and give encouragement to each lifeless person laying beside i t. 

But staying put wasn't an option. "There was a sense of 



urgency," Akuien said. "You had to always keep moving." 
It wasn't just sickness or malnutrition that would kill ,  but 

also the people along the way. It could be a bandi t  or soldier, 
whose side wasn't always easy to tell. 

The faces he remembers most are those of the nearly 8,000 
Lost Boys who didn't make it to America. Certainly some of 
them are now dead, but there's hope many have survived and 
one day he'll see them agajn. 

Being on the cusp of achieving so much for h imself, in many 
ways those achievements are also for those people, those boys 
that are always on his mind. 

"The Lost Boys," Akuien said, "I'm one of them." 
It took years, thousands of miles and unspeakable sights to 

make it to Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya - home to nearl), 
1 00,000 refugees. In Swahil i ,  "Kaku ma" means "nowhere." 

There were moments though where the boys, who were forced 
to grow-up too soon, truly experienced life as boys. 

In camp, the boys would gather around a soccer ball on a dirt 
field filled with rocks and no clear boundaries and just play. 
They'd play without shoes. The dirt would soil the few clothes 
they had and the rocks would tear at their skin. But none of that 
mattered in those moments, Akuien said. They were getting a 
chance to play a game, to escape the confines or their existence. 

"When you'd see them do that, you'd think these kids are 
tough," he said. "Despite everything, a lot of kids live l ife with 
hope and happiness." 

Eventually, programs organized by the United Nations and 
the United States enabled some of the "Lost Boys" to be moved 
from Kakuma to America. "The Lost Boys of Sudan" earned 
their name from the story of Peter Pan - all of their parents 
were either killed or separated from them. These boys who had 
lived a harder l ife than most men, hurried to apply for evacua
tion. Not all would be rescued from "Nowhere," but some 
would. 

The day Aukien saw h is name he was fi lled with mixed feel-

ings, after all he was only a 12 year-old boy and was going to be 
leaving everything he had known to be a part of a place he 
couldn't explain or visualize. He didn't know the fate of many 
of his  family members a.nd in camp he was without  them. I t  
wasn't until years later, in America, that he would reconnect 
with his mother. 

"I fel t  I was giving up a lot of myself," he said. 
Aukien lived in foster care in Tacoma during his first years in 

the United States. He went to Foss High School. He struggled 
to communicate and understand cultural differences. For some
one who walked east Africa for years, just finding a classroom 
was hard. 

He asked h imself that first day of class, "How am I going to 
make it?" 

Akuien has always found a way. He has made Tacoma and 
PLU home, but longs to open the door of the past in hopes for 
a bright future. 

He misses the mother he hasn't seen for more than 10 years -
a lifetime ago. She is back in southern Sudan, with his sister. 
Being with them, in one place, is an image he holds on to and 
he is eager for it to happen. 

"It's been on my mind since I first came to this country," 
Akuien said. "I want to see how l ife is now." 

Even though Sudan was a place of many horrific memories, 
he misses his country. Today, southern Sudan is a nation in 
recovery. It was only a few years ago that phone service became 
readily available throughout the region. Since, he's been able to 
talk to his mother. 

A journey that's taken him from Sudan to Ethiopia, back to 
Sudan, to Kenya, then to Tacoma, will take him back to Sudan, 
not to the horrors of the past, but rather the hope of the future. 

"I'm not better," he said, "but I guess I can say it's the card I've 
been dealt and you just have to deal with the card you've been 
dealt. 

"Nothing is bigger than what I've already been through." � 
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Athleti c  H a l l  of Fa me 201 0  

T H E  20 1 0  PAC I F I C  LUT H E RAN ATH LETI C  HALL O F  FAM E  C LASS, cons ist i n g  of t h ree nati o n a ll  
cha m p i onsh i p  tea ms a n d  t h ree o utsta n d i n g  ath l etes w h o  wore t h e  b l a c k  a n d  g o l d ,  wi l l  b e  
the 2 1 st ,i n  the ha l l 's h i sto ry. T h e  l i,st o f  i n d uctees i nc l u d es the NAIA nati o n a l  cha m p i o n s h i p  
wom e n 's soccer tea ms o f  1 988, 1 989 a n d  11 99 1 ;  Jason T h i e l  (footba l l , a nd track a n d  f i e l d); 
M il ke S i m m o ns (men's swi m m i ng);  and Ted Ca r lson (men's te n n is) .  

The i n d u ct i o n  d i n n e r  is  sched u l ed fo r 6 : 3 0  p . m .  F r i day, Oct.  8, i n  Olson Aud itor i u m .  Tickets 
may be p u rchased by ca l l i n g  the PLU ath l et ic  d e p a rtment at 2 53-535-7 3 5 2 .  

ason Thiel was arguably one o f  the 
greatest defensive linemen [0 play 
football at PLU, and he also placed 

himself among the best in the Track 
and Ficld record books. Thiel amassed 
remarkable stats as a defensive tackle, 
and as a star hammer thrower and shot 
putter. Thiel starred in 27 of the 29 
games that he played during his PLU 
football career, accru ing 22 sacks, with 
13 coming in his sophomore season. 
Thiel was a two-time tvlr. Rainier 
League All-Star ( 1 992, '93) and a mem
ber of the Columbia Football 
Association championship teams of 
1992, '93 and '94. He earned honorable 
mention All-America honors in the 
1 993 season, and with six tackles, twO 
quarterback sacks, and a fu mble recov
ery, he was named the Defensive MVP 
in PLU's 50-20 NAIA championship 
game win over \Vestminster. He was off 
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[0 a s imilarly impressive 1 994 campaign 
when he suffered a career-ending ankle 
injury early in the 1994 season. When 
Thiel wasn't throwing opposing quar
terbacks to the ground, he was throw
ing shot puts and hammers all the way 
to the national championships. As a 
star of the PLU track and field team, 
Thiel progressively increased his impact 
over the rhree years he partici pated. 
Moving from 14th nationally ( 15 1-9) 
his freshman year ( 1991)  in the ham
mer throw, Jason then went on to sev
enth- and third-place finishes in the fol
lowing cwo years. With a mark of 188-5 
in 1993, Thiel claimed third p lace at thr 
nationa.i championships and aLso took 
home a First Team All-America honor. 

or several decades, PLU swimming 
was the toast of the NAJA, with a 
plethora of All-Americans and indi-

vidual national champions. Beginnlng in 

his freshman year of 1995, M.ike won 
the NAJA narional championship in the 
l Oa-yard breaststroke in a blazing 57.90 
seconds, shattering the previoLls school 
record. Simmons earned All-America 
honors in both the 100- and 200-meter 
breaststrokes. The following year, 
Simmons placed fifth in the 200-meter 
breaststroke and sixth in the 100-merer 
breaststroke. Mike's junior year proved 
to be his most proL i fic and fastest at 
PLU. Breaking his own school record in 
the lOa-meter breaststroke, Simmons 
once again won the NAJA national 
championsh ip with a time of 57.46. At 
the same meet, Simmons placed third in 
the 200-meter breaststroke (2:05.43) 
and 12th in the 200-yard individual 
medley ( 1 :59.58). These outstanding 
feats earned Simmons another AU
America honor. In the faL l  of 1998. PLU 
transitioned from NAIA [0 NCAA 
Division 1II, marking a stark change in 
che qualif)ring times for swimmers 
nationwide. Simmons qualified and 
placed in boch the 100 and 200 breast
stroke events at the Division HI meet in 
1999, making him the only PLU swim
mer [0 date [0 compete in an NCAA 
Division I I I  championships. \Vith a 
10th-place finish in the 100 breast
stroke and a 16th-place finish in the 
200 breaststroke, Simmons firrl1ly 
pLanted himself among the best swim
mers [0 ever grace the PLU pooL 

eading into the 1971  tennis sea
son, PLU men's tennis had yet 
to make a mark at the regional 

leve.l, let alone establish a national 
presence. This changed with Ted 

t 



Carlson. Carlson was che number-one 
singles player all four years at PLU, 
amassing a record of 50- 17, and a 33-13 
mark as the regular number-one dou
bles parricipanL In his sophomore sea
son of 1972, Carlson and teammate 
Dave Knodel won che NAIA districc 
doubles championship. The next year, 
Carlson won both the conference and 
districc singles championships and, as a 
resulc, became che firsc PLU men's ten
nis player to play ac che NAIA nacional 
championship cournament. "In so 
many ways Ted was the pioneer for 
whac we would consider the 'modern 
era' of PLU cen nis," said Carlson's for
mer coach, Mike Benson. To cap off a 
remarkable and trailblazing career at 
PLU, Carlson won both the singles and 
doubles championships ac the NAlA 
District I meet, once again making ic co 
che NAIA national tournament, before 
bowing out in the second rou nd. 

acific Lu cheran University has 
been blessed with several teams 
that have completel}' outshined 

and dominaced competition nationally. 
Few, chough, have equaled the successes 
reached by the 1988 women's soccer 
team, finishing the season with a 2 1 -2-0 
record. Led by four-time All-American 
Sonya Brandc and her 29 goals and 
Wendy Johnson's 15 assists, chis team 
stormed through opposicion to claim 
the NAlA nacional cide. A staunch 
defense, anchored by keeper Gail 
Scenzel, kepc opponencs to a 0.5 1 goals 
per game average. Along the way, the 
PLU women brought home Northwest 

Conference of Intercol legiate Colleges, 
NAlA Districc I cide, and NAlA Wesc 
Region cides. The 1988 ceam scill holds 
che highesc winning percentage in ceam 
history (.913), making its successes even 
more valuable in historical significance. 
Assercing cheir will over opposing 
ceams, the Luee women netted a scag
gering 83 goals for the season while 
allowing cheir opponents only 10. 

During the nacional tournament, che 
Lu ces scored 10 goals while only giving 
up jusc cwo. This ceam was che first of 
five consecucive women's soccer ceams 
co reach che NAJA nacional cide game, 
starring a dynascy chac would never be 
forgotcen in PLU history. 

Team members: Cathy Ayres, Sonya 
Brandc, Kirsten Brown, Laura Dutt, 
Tina Corsi, Karin Gimler, Robyn Hefc, 
Wendy Johnson, Patti Lirette, Dianne 
Moran, Sheri Noah, Sharon O'Donnell, 
Jenny Phillips, Lori Racko, Shari Rider, 
Sue Schroeder, Sue Shinafelt, Gail 
Scenzel, Heidi Van Shaik, Kate Wheeler. 
Head coach Colleen Hacker, assiscant 
coach Stacy Wacerworth. 

ollowing the success of the 1988 
national championship ceam, the 
women's soccer ceam of a year 

later equaled, and in some respects, sur
passed its predecessor. The 1989 team 
won every possible championship put 
in front of chem, amassing a final 
record of 22-2-2 en rouce to their sec
ond successive NAIA national champi
onship. Kate Wheele( led the team in 
defense, holding a 0.28 goals againsc 
average wich an amazing 19 shutoucs. 

In che actacking front, PLU was led by 
chree All-Americans, wich Wendy 
Joh nson earning NAIA first team 
recognition, and boch Karin Gilmer 
and Shari Rider on the second ceam. 
As the cacalysts of the ceam, chese 
women led che Luces chrough cheir 
compecition and sec the ceam record 
for highesc number of wins (22) and 
tying for fewest losses in a single sea
son (2). The 1989 ceam also holds che 
PLU women's soccer record for mosc 
consecucive games wichoue a loss (23). 
The Lutes demonscrated cheir uccer 
dominance of opponents by scoring 80 
goals in che season, including 16 each 
by Wendy Johnson and Laura DueL 

Team members: Shannon Arnim, 
Kirsten Brown, Tina Corsi, Laura Dutt, 
Karin Gilmer, Krisca Hallock, Robyn 
Heft, Linda Hollandsworth, Wendy 

Johnson, Cheryl Kragness, Sheri Noah, 
Kim Peccia, Jodi Pfaender, Jenny 
Phillips,Julie Priest, Shari Rider, Mary 
Rink, Sue Shinafelt, Jill Scraughan, 
Kate Wheeler. Head coach Colleen 
Hacker, assistant coach Stacy 
Waterworch. 

fter a disappointing loss in che 
1990 NAIA national champi
onship game, che PLU women's 

soccer program wanted redempcion. Ic 
took chem jusc one year to do so, win
ning che tide in 1 991 wich a final over
all record of 18-2-4. "On che day thac 
we came in second lasc year, che mem
bers of this ceam very quiedy and very 

Continued 011 page 28 
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The Homecoming Committee 
has partnered with PLU's Wild 
Hope proj ect team to build a 
day during Homecoming that 
focuses on "vocation." The 
Wild Hope Project was made 
possible in 2004 by a $2 million 
donation from the Lilly 
Endowment and provides 
opportunities for faculty, s taff 
and especially s tudents to 
explore vocation. One aspect of 
the Wild Hope Program i s  
Meant t o  Live - an annual 
s tudent-initiated event, now 
funded by a gift from the Class 
of 1 958,  that bring alumni back 
to campus to share their 
"vocational narrative." What 
better time than Homecoming 
to bring alumni and students 
together in conversation abo ut 
vocation? While all are invited 
to participate, we extend an 
extra special i nvitation to 

this year's academic affinity 
reunion - graduates of the 
School of Arts and 
Communication. 

Meant to Live Festivities include a School of Arcs and 
Communication Luncheon providing networking and sharing 
opportunities for Alumni and current SOAC majors. There will be a 
brief presentation, including an intro to the Meant to Live Lecture 
to be delivered by Jim Walker ' 76. The lecture will follow the 
luncheon and is open to all .  In keeping with the tradition of 
relationships and connections, join the PLU Community for the 
Apple Fest following the lecture. Current stude nts will  engage all 
attendees through a myriad of talent and skills. Favori te Ap ple 
inspired fal l  treats will be a tasty part of this comm unity celebration. 
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SCI1EDULE 
Thursday, October 7 

· Songfest 

Friday, October 8 
Chapel 
Meant to Live Luncheon 

and Lecture 
Apple Fest Community 

Celebration 
Athletic Hall of Fame 

D inner 
Campus Campfi re 

Saturday, October 9 
Reunion Coffee H ours 
Homeco ming Celeb ration 

Brunch 
Football Game 
Campus Alternatives to the 

Football Game 
50th Anniversary Banquet 
Gala at the Tacoma Art 

M useum 

Sunday, October 10 
Golden Club Brunch 

· Homecoming Worship 
· Organ Recital 

Reunions 
Festivities are planned for the 
class years ending in 5 or 0, as 
wel l  as for the School of Arts 
and om munication. 



L U T E  n E L l\ T I V r S 

WI10 IS 1ft  

IOUIt LUTE 
fnf1ILI TItEE? 

f l\ C U L T T 

n O O n n l\ T r S  
-

F L U  n E I1 T O n S  

Use the spaces to fill in  the significant people i n  
your PLU experience. Who would you like to see at 

Homecoming? \Vho do you want to reconnect 
with? After fill ing out your Lute Fam ily tree, 

contact those people to extend a personal invitation 
to meet YOll at Homecoming. If you need help 

contacting chem, contact the mce of Alumni and 
Constituent Relations and we will t ry to bdp }' u 

find and invite tbese specIal people r 
H mecoming. If you have questions, please contact 

the Dmce of Alumni and ul1Sri rucnr Relarion. at 
253-535-7415 or alumni@plu.edu. 



COiltinued 

Distinguished 
Alumnus Award 
Debra Kristensen 
Anderson 

For h e r  outsta nd

ing contri butions 

to the medica l 

field, Debra 

Kristensen 

Anderson '80 

receives the 

Dist inguished 

Alumnus Award .  

Working for PATH (Prog ram for 

Appropriate Technology in Hea lth) for 

the past 20 yea rs, Debra research has 

been focused on ensuri ng that ch i l

d ren i n  poor countries receive effec

tive vaccines. Every year, m i l l ions of 

dol lars and l ives were once lost 

due to vaccines spo i l ing because 

of the lack of appropriate storage 

containers. 

Debra hel ped to develop the 

Vaccine Vi a l  Mon itors (WM), ensu r

ing that admin istered vaccines were 

not damaged by heat. WMs were 

introduced in 1 996 and PATH worked 

closely with the World Hea lth 

Organ ization (WHO) to ensure thei r 

use by vacci ne producers. In 2007, she 

was recognized by the WHO in  honor 

of the 1 0th a n n iversary of the i ntro

duction of WMs. 

Debra is cu rrently the group leader 

for vaccine technolog ies and d i rector 

for the vaccine sta bi l ization project at 

PATH, and is working on a joint proj

ect with WHO cal led " Opti m ize: 

Immun ization Systems and 

Technolog ies for Tomorrow." She is 
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also an advisor to WHO and has assist

ed in the production of many tra i n ing 

materia ls  for  i m m u nization programs. 

Distinguished 
Alumnus Award 
Karen Phillips 

For her outsta nd

ing achievements 

in the field of cl in i

cal  n u rsing and for 

her continued serv

ice and dedication 

to the u niversity, 

Karen P h i l l i ps '55, 
receives the 

Disti nguished Alumnus Award . 

When she was a l itt le g i r l ,  Ka ren 

knew she wa nted to go to school at 

PLU and study n u rs i n g .  After g rad ua

tion,  she worked as a n u rse i n  her 

hometown hospita l a nd at Swed ish 

Medical  Center in Seatt le, before 

he lp ing to open the UW Medical  

Center in 1 959. I n  her 30 yea rs at 

UW, Karen was head of the Medical  

Outpatient Cl i n ic, hel ped prep 

patients for the fi rst heart trans

p la nts, a nd served on the tea ms that 

esta bl ished the fi rst ca ncer clinic, the 

fi rst Alzhei mer's c l i n ic, and the fi rst 

AIDS c l i n i c  there.  

Tha nks to her understanding of 

the u n ivers ity, a s incere commitment 

to the preservation of a n  i ndepend

ent, ch u rch-rel ated un iversity, a nd 

her pass ion for he lp ing others, Karen 

a lso successfu l ly served the un iversity 

on the Boa rd of Regents for n i ne 

yea rs. Her extraord inary comm it

ment has been reflected by her  

fi nancia l  support of  the un ivers ity. 

Outstanding Alumnus 
Donald Ryan 

For h i s  outsta n d i ng 

contribution to the 

fields of archeolo

gy and Egypt

o logy, D r. Dona ld 

Rya n '79 receives 

the Outsta n d i n g  

A l u mn u s  Awa rd. 

Fol lowi ng h i s  

ch i ldhood fasci nation for a nc ient 

Egypt, Donald 's a reas of research 

inc lude Egypti a n  a rcheology, 

Polynes i a n  a rcheol ogy, h i story of 

a rcheology, h i story of exploration, 

experi menta l a rcheology, and ancient 

la ng uages a nd scri pts. His most 

famous research inc l udes excavations 

i n  the Egypti a n  Va l ley of the K i ngs, 

where he red iscovered long-neg lect

ed, u ndecorated tom bs. 

Donald was a lso appoi nted as 

research associate of the Kon-Tiki 

Museum in Oslo, has publ ished numer

ous books and a rticles on archeological 

subjects, and has contri buted to many 

archeological documentaries. He has 

also served as faculty fellow i n  humani

ties at PLU for many years and current

ly teaches I ntroduction to Egyptology 

and Ancient Civi l izations of the Near 

East. 

Outstanding Recent 
Alumnus Award 
Angela Meade 

For her outsta n d i n g  achievements 

and ta lent as a n  opera s inger, Ang ela 

Meade '0 1 ,  receives the Outsta nding 



Recent A l u m n us 
Awa rd. 

Angela made 
her profess ional  
operatic debut at 
the Metrop ol itan 
Opera H ouse in 
2008. While st i l l  a 
student at the 

Phi ladel phia Academy of Vocal  Arts, 
s h e  was cal led to substitute for an i l l  
col league i n  G i useppe Verdi's " E lvira 
i n  Erna n i "  and st u n ned the crowd 
by her first profess ional  perform
a nce. 

She returned to the Metropolitan 
Opera a s  Mozart's Countess in 
J o nathan M i l l e r ' s  production of " Le 
Nozze di F igaro, " was at the San 
Francisco Opera cove ring Konstanze 
in M ozart 's  " Die E ntfUhrun g aus 
dem Sera i l "  and, most recently, tri
ump hed i n  the title role of Rossi n i ' s  
" Semiramide" a t  t h e  Ca ramoor 
Festiva l .  In 2009, Angela a lso 
received the first prize and audience 
choice award at the Concours 
M usica l I nternat i o n a l  de Montrea l .  

Heritage Award 
Volly Grande 

For her m a ny 
years of d ist i n 
g u ished service to 
the u n iversity, 
Vo l ly G ra n de '36 
receives the 
Herita ge Awa rd. 

A graduate of 
the class of 1 936, 

she has served for the past 25 yea rs 
as c lass representative a n d  has been 

faithful i n  her effort to keep her 
classm ates connected to the u n iver
sity, as wel l  as encou raged them to 
donate to t h e i r  alma mater. 

Vo l l y  was also one of the fou nders 
and organ izers of a PLU Women of 
the Lu ncheon, a i med to bring 

together l ocal a rea a l u m n a e; an 
event that deve l oped i nto a 50-year 
tradit i o n .  The em bodiment of a 
" Lute for Life, " she has contri buted 

her ta le nts, t ime a nd resources to 
the un iversity and through out her 
l ifet i m e .  

Special 
Recognition Award 
The PLU Women's Club 

For 57 years of 

service to the u n i 

versity a n d  its 

comm u n ity, The 
PLU Wom e n 's C lub 

receives the 
Specia l  

Recog nition 
Award . 

Founded i n  1 953, the Facu lty 

Wives C l u b  a i med to " p romote bet
ter understand ing of Pacific 

Lutheran Col l ege activities and our 

respons i b i l ities as wives . "  Faculty 

wives got together, un der the lead
ers h i p  of president Emma Ra mstad, 

a nd orga n ized nu merous events at 
PLC and in the co mmun ity. 

Over the years, the club g rew i n  
me mbersh i p  and pu rpose. In  1 972 
the c l u b  organ ized the f irst Yu le 
Boutiq ue, a fundra i s i n g  effort 
where local  hol i d ay craft a nd food 

vendors were broug ht to cam pus 
during the hol iday season .  By the 
end of the 1 970s, the Facu lty Wives 
Club had awarded $2 5,980 i n  sc h o l a r
s h i ps to deserving stud ents. 

In the 1 980, the c l u b  changed its 
name to the PLU Women's Club and 
welcomed a l l  members of the PLU 

fa mi ly. For near ly four decades, the 
proceeds from the a n n ua l  Yul e  
Bout i q u e have been used t o  f u n d  a n  
en dowment now va l ued a t  nearly 
$300,000. 

The Brian C. Olson 
Leadership Award 
Kelly Ryan 

. .  For his leaders h i p  

on t h e  c a m p u s  of 
PLU and h i s  

i ntended l ife long 

dedication to the 
u n ivers ity, Ke l ly 

Ryan ' 1 0 receives 

the Br ian C.  Olson 
Leaders h i p  Awa rd . 

At PLU, Kel ly has been a Te lALute, 

i ntern in the Office of Development, 
resident assistant in Hong 

I nternatio nal  H a l l , com m u n ity 

assistant in South H a l l , se rved on the 
leaders h i p  of Un iversity 

Cong regation, and was part of the 
Debate Tea m .  

Next year, Kel ly w i l l  ded i cate h i s  

comm itme nt, energy a n d  passion to 
serve others, by doing g rassroots 
reconci l iation research with Nansen 

Dialog Center in Skopje, Maced onia,  

as part of a U . S .  Fulbr ight Student 
Fel l ows h i p .  llil 
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alumni n ,ws & even s 
con tin lied 

Brues put 'exclamation 

point' on their time 
at 'PLU 

n his words, former Professor of 
Economics Professor Stan Brue, 
along with his wife Terri, wanted to 

"put an exclamation point" on thei r 
long association with PLU. This past 
May, the university accepted their gift 
of $500,000 that wiH endow annual 
scholarships and offset study-away 

I Penc i l  Us In  I 
U PCOMING EVENTS 

expenses for several stLIden ts in  the 
Social Sciences. 

Stan and Terri arrived in Tacoma in 
1971 ,  he as a new assistant professor 
and she as a teacher at Washington 
High School. During his time at PLU, 
he became a wel l- liked teacher and col
league and a very successful author. 

With professor emeritus Don 
\�/cntworth, he co-authored five edi
tions of "Economic Scenes"; wrote "The 
Evolution of Economic Thought", a 
history of economic ideas; and co-

August 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLU at the Tacoma Rainiers baseball  game 

September 2-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Student Orientation 

September 1 1  . . . . . . . . • . . . . .  Tallgate at Hamline University, Sa int Pau l, Mi n n. 

October 1-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H omecoming 201 0  

October 10-1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . .  Al umni Board Meeting, PlU 

October 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tailgate at Menlo College, Atherton, Ca l if. 

November 5-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family Weekend, P LU 

November 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parent Council Meeting, P LU 

For more information: www.p/ua/umni.org or call 800·ALU M-PLU. 

atttaway lutes continued fmm page 23 

determinedl), dedicated themselves to 
this season," said head coach Colleen 
Hacker. Winning the championship 
match 4-0 over M issouri Valle)" the 
1991  team laid to rest an)' speculation 
that they had lost the d),nastic stature 
they had built over the past four sea
sons The Lute women also placed 
four players on the all-tournament 
team (Cheryl Kragness, Wend), 
Johnson, Shari Rider, and Mar)' Rink) .  
The team demonstrated this drive b)' 
outscoring opponents 68- 12  during 
the season and holding a 0.47 goals
against average. The Lutes also placed 
three players on the NAIA All
American Team, with Wend)' Johnson 
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authored with his former professor 
Campbell  McConnell "Contemporary 
Labor Economics." H is biggest success, 
"Economics," will soon be in its 1 9 th 
edition. Nearly one in four  U.S. stu
dents cut their economics teeth on this 
text, which has sold over 14 mil l ion 
copies. I t  is also a leading sel ler in 
many other countries. 

In making this gift, Stan acknowl
edged that such success requires not 
just hard work on his part, but a bit of 
luck and the suppOrt of his fami ly and 
the entire u niversity. He said the gift 
was a " thank you to department, divi
sion, and un iversity colleagues and uni
versi ty administrators for providing an 
environment of strong encouragement, 
helpful support, time flexib i l i ty and, 
above all, a huge amount of inte l lectual 
stimulation." 

In addition to gifts in support of the 
Morken Center and the Xavier remod
el, the Brues gave the initial gifts 
behind endowed scholarships in honor 
of former economics professors Ernie 
Ankrim and Marlen Mil ler, and in 
memory of the late wife of current eco
nomics professor and Dean of Social 
Sciences Norris Peterson. They also 
endowed the Brue Excellence Award, 
which honors outstanding economics 
majors. In 2008, thC)' funded an 
endowment to help cover J-Term 
travel-related expenses for social 
science students. � 

and Shari Rider making the first team, 
and Brenda Lichtenwalter earning sec
ond team honors. Cher),l Kragness led 
the Lutes in points, scoring 18  goals and 
adding 1 1  assists. The team would end 
the ),ear in a familiar p lace - atop the 
national standings. 

Team members: Kim Alexander, Keri 
Allen, Shannon Arnim, Kirsten Brown, 
Rowena Fish, Robyn Heft, Wend), 
Johnson, Cher),l Kragness, Asta Kvi tne, 
M iss)' Law, Jennie Lee, Gina Moble)" 
Shawn Mood)', Dianne Moran, Jodi 
Pfaender, Shari Rider, Mar)' Rink, Ji l l  
Straughan. Head coach Colleen Hacker, 
assistant coaches Stacy Waterworth and 
Kat Conner. � 





Class Aepresentative positions avai lable: 

1937, 193B, 1939, 1941. 1942, 1943, 1 944, 
1946, 1949, 1951, 1952. 1954, 1959, 1 96B, 
19BO, 1990 and 1991'. 

1936 

Class Aepresentative - Volly ( Norby) 
Grande 

1 939 

Robert Mitchell died March 27. He 

served in  the U.S. Navy during World 

War II and the Vietnam War. After his 

military service, he worked as a station
ary engineer for the Tacoma Public 

Schools. He was a member of the South 

Lakeshore Christian Church and many 

service organizations. He is survived by 
his ch i ldren, William '69, Gai l  and 

Jennie; seven grandchi ldren; 1 4  great

grandchi ldren, and many nieces and 

nephews. 

1 940 

Class Aepresentative - Luella (loso) 
Johnson 

Bernice (Odegrad) Ekern celebrated her 

90th birthday on May 23 with family and 

friends. She is retired from Washington 
Savings Bank and enjoys keeping in 

touch with her PLU classmates. She is 
the widow of Steinar Ekern who also 

attended PLU. 

1941 

Myrtle (Cribb) Bresemann died May 1 .  
After PLU, she taught a t  Gau lt and 

Stewart junior high schools in Tacoma. 

Myrtle married Burri l l  Bresemann in 

1 942. Myrtle was active in  her  church,  

loved dancing,  listening to music,  doing 

needlepoint, d in ing out. and spending 

t ime with fami ly and friends. Myrtle was 

a kind and caring mother, aunt, grand

mother and friend .  She was preceded in  
death by her husband.  Myrtle i s  surVIVed 

by children Gordon and Kathryn; eight 

grandchildren; many great-grandchi l

dren, n ieces and nephews. 

1942 

Gloria (Rummer) Pederson celebrated 

her 90th birthday on June 15. Her hus

band, Arne '51, was a professor of edu

cation at  PLU. All of her sons, Les '64, 
James '67, Robert '66, Oavid '75 and 

Mark 'Bl attended PLU.  

1945 

Class Representative - Annabelle 
Birkestol 

1947 

Class Aepresentative - Gerry Lider 

Karl Olsen now resides at Tacoma 

Lutheran Aetirement Community and 

really enjoys the beautiful view of Mount 

Aainier from his apartment. 

• 

1948 

Class Aepresentative - Norene 
ISkilbred) Gulhaugen 

1950 

Class Aepresentative - Oick 
Weathermon 

Odven Aakre died Jan.  17 .  

The Aev.  Chauncey ChristoHerson died 

February 27. He served as a pastor for 

many years, before retiring in 1977. He 

continued to minister as a visitation pas
tor, and began Mountain View Fellowship 

at the Bakerview Apartments in Everett, 
Wash., where he served for 20' more 

years. He loved hiking, c l imbing, rafting 

and travel ing. Following the death of  his 

f irst wife, Nellie '46, in 2004, Chauncey 
met Thelma Symonds and they were 

married in 2008. He is survived by wife, 

Thelma; sister Naomi; sons Chris, Mark 
'84 and Ken; three grandchi ldren; many 

nieces, nephews, and extended family. 

Gerald P. Faaren died Oct. 26, 2009. After 
PLU, he taught 5th grade for 30 years in 

Olympia, Wash. He loved his students 

and enjoyed fol lowing their ca reers. In 

1 95 1 ,  he m arried his longtime dance part

ner, Grace. Gerry loved dancing, travel

ing, playing cards, adventures and good 

parties. He also enjoyed singing in the 

church choir and teaching Sunday 
school. He is survived by his wife, G race; 

brother Arthur; daughters Nancy '76 and 

Linda '7B, and their husbands John 

Aosenberg and Jan Ruud '79; adopted 

dau ghter Judy; grandchildren and great

grandchi ldren.  

Milton Hanson died Feb.  1 4. He  married 

Helen Marie Hawkinson in  1 952. Milton 
loved to drive and travel with his family. 

Milton was a strong supporter of the civil 

rights movem ent, and was a passionate 

advocate for children, elderly and under

privileged. He and his wife Helen found
ed the Institute for Creative Aging,  a non

profit organization that helped adult chi l 

dren plan and care for their aging par

ents.  Mi lton is survived by his wife, 

Helen; children William, Beny Sue and 
Aobert; and five grandchi ldren. 

Larry and Beth (Gottwald '50) Peterson 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniver

sary on June 24 with a dinner hosted by 
their chi ldren, at the Madonna Inn in  San 

Luis Obispo, Ca lil. 

195 1 

Bob Larson died March 25. Bob married 

Donnie Hamburg in 1 95 1 .  Following serv

ice in the Korean War, he began his 

career in education. He was a teacher 

and later served as princ ipa l  and as 

assistant superintendent. Bah and 

Donnie settled in Stanwood, Wash., 
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where he served as superintendent for 
11 years. After enjoying retirement for 

two years, he continued his lifelong com

mitment to his community by serving as 

mayor of Stanwood from 1 985 to 1 993. 

Bob enjoyed duck hunting, fishing, volun

teering in his community, and spending 

time with his family. He is survived by his 

wife, Donnie; ch i ldren La rry, 'Dan, Cathy 

and Allen; brothers IDick and Jack; 1 0  

grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, 

and many nieces and nephews. 

1952 

Jean Fritts died Feb. 1 .  Jean and her 

husband, A. Byard Fritts, who taught 

organ and was the university organist at 

PLU, moved to Tacoma in 1949 where 

they raised a family of four. Jean was a 

certified teacher  and her  cu riosity about 

l ife and meaning took her to various cor

ners of the earth. She was preceded in  

death by her husband,  Byard .  She is sur

vived by her children, raul, CarOl, Susan, 
and J udy; f ive grandchi ldren and count

less extended family members and 

friends. 

The Aev. Adolph Kohler died Feb. 2 1 .  

After PLU, h e  attended Wartburg 

Theological Seminary and was ordained 

in 1 956. Adolph served as a pastor in 

numerous churches in California and 

Arizona before retiring in  1 992. He was 

preceded in death by his daughter Chris. 
He is survived by wife Sylvia (Narvesen 

'50); chi ldre n  Margo, Cindy, Karen, Pete, 

Mike and Amy; sister Trudy Williams; 

many grandchildren, great-grandchi l 

dren, lamily and fr iends. 

1953 

Class Representatives - Naomi IRoe) 

Nothstein and Carol (Schuler) Karwoski 

Oorothy (Bauman) Freitag died January 

1 8 .  After PLU, Dorothy taught in 

Bremerton, Wash., for 38 years. She 
loved being a Sunday and Bible School  

superintendent and teacher, the Ladies' 

Guild president, the Altar Guild direc

tress, a wedding coordinator and the 

kitchen chair. Dorothy is su rvived by her 

husband, Arthur; children Cheryl and 

James; nine grandchildren and four 

grea tog ra ndchi ldren. 

1955 

Class Aepresentative - Phyllis (Grahn) 
Pejsa 

l. June IBunney) Justice died April 1 7. 

She met her  husband, Jack '51, at 

Kapowsin High School a nd they both 
attended PLU. Jack died i n  2006. June's 

family was very sport-oriented and she 

loved attending bal lgames played by her  

husband, chi ldren and grandchildren. 

She is  survived by ch i ldren Gary, Sharon 

and Cheryl; sisters Aeatha, Doris and 

Cleo; seven grandchildren and 10 great

grandc hildren. 

1956 

Class Aepresentatives- Ginny IGrahn) 
Haugen and Cia rene 10sterli) Johnson 

1 957 

Class Representative - Ed' Larson 

Gary Gale died in November 2009. He is 
survived by  his wife Norma. 

1958 

Class Aepresentative - Don Cornell 

1 960 

Class Aepresentative - Marilu (Miller) 
Person 

Gerald Scheele received the 20 1 0  

Nat ional  Conservation District 

ProfeSSional Award, in Orlando, Fla. 

196 1 

Class Representative - Ron Lerch 

Ken Olson died Jan .  16 .  Ken is survived 
by his wife Roselyn INess '58). 

1 962 
Class Representative - Leo Eliason and 
Oixie (Likkel) Matthias 

Jan Shabro was appointed the Pierce 
County Auditor by the Pierce County 

Council  in January 2009. She served in 

that position until November 2009. 

1 963 

Class Rep resentative - Merlyn and Joan 
(Maier) Overland 

Michael Macdonald, emeritus professor 
of European studies and, for many years, 

director of the C.S. Lewis I nstitute at 

Seattle Pacif ic University, retired in  June 
2007 after a 40-year career. H e  is the 

author  of  Europe A Tantalizing 

Romance, as well author/editor of  

numerous other books, articles and 

reviews. He is currently president of the 

emeriti faculty of  Seattle Pacific 
University. 

1 964 

Class Aepresentative - Jon and Jean 

IRiggers) Malmin 

1965 

Class Aepresentative - Oave Wytko 

Stanley Hoobing finished his interim at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in  Twin Fal ls,  

Idaho, on Jan .  31 .  H e  is  cu rrently an on

ca l l  ELCA interim pa stor. Stanley and his 
wife, Carol ,  l ive i n  Boise,  Idaho.  

Francis and Karen ('65) Stack both 
retired after 40 years and moved to 



Boise, Idaho. Francis worked in the phar

maceutical field and Karen worked i n  the 

field of medical technology. 

leslie (Geer) WaHs was honored as one 

of the 2009- 10 Distinguished Faculty 

Members at Pierce College. 

1 966 

Class Rep�esentative - Frank Johnson 

The Rev. Bob Anderson died Jan .  9 aher 

a long battle with cancer. Bob met his 

wife Mary (Gi lbertson '65) in the Choir of 

the West. Aher PlU,  he attended semi

nary and served in  several Washington 

parishes. Bob loved playing and coach

ing soccer, cheering for the Mariners, 

listening to opera and c lassical music, 

and all things Scandinavian.  He  is  sur

vived by his wife, Mary; sisters Christine 

and Stephanie; ch i ldren  Erik, Kjell and 
Sonja (Anderson '99) Hardenbrook; five 

grandsons, and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

1967 

Class Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

1 968 

The Rev. Linda Allen was recently 

inducted into the Nonhwest Women's 

Hal l  of Fame. She is currently touring 

more than 30 cities in Washington in  cel

ebration of 100 years of women's suf

f rage, She released her ninth CD, "H ere's 

to the Women!"  and currently directs the 

Threshold Choir i n  Bell ingham, Wash. 

Her son, Nathanie l ,  is a student at  PlU.  

Jerry Crawford retired aher serving for 

37 years as a parish pastor in the 

Evangelical lutheran Church i n  America. 

He is  a graduate of lutheran Seminary. 

J e rry and his wife, Marilyn, reside in 

Anaheim, Ca l if. 

Marvin Kananen was the commence

ment speaker at Fi n landia University in 

Hancock, Mich .  He  was a teacher and 

his career brought him from Michigan to 

Washington, and from Sierra leone to 

Tanzania. Marvin and h i s  wife Jean 

spent the last 1 2  years as missionaries at 

the Maasae Girls lutheran Secondary 
School in Monduli, Tanzania. Aher retir

ing i n  January, they are planning to move 

back  to Bellevue, Wash. 

Violet Turner died March 30. 

Marilynne (Buddrius) Wilson is a regis

tered nurse with the Hyperbaric and 

Comprehensive Wound Care unit at 

Deaconess Medical Center in Spokane, 

Wa sh. She recently panicipated in  a 10-

day Witness for Peace hea lth ca re 

research delegation to Cuba.  

1 969 

Class Representative - Rick Nelson 

Michael Belcher has been retired from 

private practice i n  the f ie lds of  psy

c hotherapy, hypnotherapy and hypo

analysis for five years but has returned 

to pan-time practice this summer. While 

retired, he remained active in his other 

businesses, including four long-term 

care facilities, 40 Web site stores, a bar 
and a restaurant, Michae l  and his wife 

Francine live in  Marion, Ohio.  

lone Eastby died May 4. She met her 

h usband, Franklin lane Eastby, at 

Concordia College, and they marr ied in 

1 957. lone taught business and English at 
the Un iversity of Minnesota, Nonh 

Dakota State University, and Frankl in 

Pierce High School in Tacoma. I n  1 97 1 ,  

s h e  transitioned from teaching to coun

seling at Washington High School in 

Ta coma, and eventually became the 

guidance director. lone was a loving 

wife and mother, a tireless and generous 

public servant - dedicated to always 
helping her students ach ieve th eir great

est potential in school and in  life. She is 

survived by her  two sons, Forrest and 
Jeff '83, and two grandchildren. 

Rick 

Nelson married 
lenora Dines on 

Feb. 13, 
2009. The wed

ding and recep

tion were 
held in the 

Ta pps Island Club House. Rick i s  cu rrent
ly teaching mathematics at Auburn High 

School and lenora retired from Boeing 
in 200 1 .  They live on  Tapps Island. 

1 970 

Class Representative - Bil l  Allen 

1 97 1 

Class Representative - Joe Hustad, Jr, 

Paul Berg wrote a book titled "Sandra's 

Hand" about his remembrance as a 

teacher at Wounded Knee on the Pine 

Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 

Don Meyer was elected as 201 0  Pan of 

Ta coma commissioner. He has 10  years 
of experience as  executive director of 
the Foss Waterway Development 
Authority and 14  years in pan senior 

management, including deputy director. 

1 972 

Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

Judith Van Houten was named distin

guished professor at the University of 

Vermont. 

1 973 

Class Representative - Karen 
(Wraalstad) Robbins and Sandy (Dimler) 
PriveH 

lyle Quasim was named interim presi
dent of Bates Technical College in 
Ta coma. He served, most recently, as the 
chief of staH for Pierce County under 
county executive John ladenburg. He 
also served as a board member for the 
State Board of Community and Techn ica l  
Colleges, and was a trustee at  Bates 
Technica l  College. 

1 974 

Class Representative - David Johnson 

Tammy Skubinna retired aher 26 years 

as the 4-H extension faculty in  Benton 

County, Ore. She is now playing tennis, 

volunteering and doing some 4-H work. 

She recently received the Rotary Club's 

Meritorious Service Award for enr ich ing 

the l ives of the youth of Benton County. 

1 975 

Class Representative - Helen Poh l ig 

Art Thiel has launched a new venture 

called Spans Press llC along with fel low 

span journalist, Steve Rudman, An, 

Steve and Mike Gastineau, span talk 
show host, also wrote the book The 

Great Book of Seatrle Spans Lists, pub

l ished i n  2009. 

1 976 

Class Representative - Gary Powell 

Cynthia (Wilson) Edwards was named 
Best Doctor by South Sound Magazine 

for the second year in a row. 

1 977 

Class Representatives - leigh Erie and 

Joan (Nelson) MaHich 

1 978 

Class Representative - Pete MaHich 

Mary Rennebohm was named Cambridge 

Who's Who Professional of the Year in 

Education and Counsel ing for her com

mitment to positive c hange and for her 

excel lent counseling ski l ls. She works as  

an international school counselor fo r  the 

Elementary Division of Universal 

American School in Dubai. In her post, 

M a ry  works with chi ldren of over 70 

national ities. She also authored 

Counseling Abroad: Using Your Skills in 

the World. 

1979 

Class Representatives - Dave and 

Teresa (Hausken) Sharkey and Stephan 
Fjelstad 

Stephan Fjelstad joined the law firm 

leahy PS in Kirkland, Wash. 

Joann (Johnson) 
Schafer died 

March 16. She 

and her  hus

band, Eldon 

lamoine 

Schafer, lac ulty 

emeritus at PlU, 

met early i n  life and enjoyed 58 years of 
marriage whi le teaching and traveling to 

several different universities and coun

tries. She panicipated in many a rts and 

c rafts fairs, including the Yule Boutique 
a t  PlU. Joann is survived by  her sons, 

Warren and Karl, and grandson, Justin. 

Alice Watson died Jan uary 21. She was 
a warm and compassionate teacher who 

left a long lasting impression on count-

less students. Alice taught junior high 

English, social studies and gihed stu

dents in the Clover Park School District 

where, for 10 years, she also served as 

the administrator o f  gihed education 

and f ine ans. She is survived by hus

band Jack; brother Ralph; and daugh
ters Tracy, Manha and Paige. 

198 1  

Class Representative - Dean and Susan 

(lee) Phillips 

Eric Carlson resigned as the football 

coach at Newberg Senior High School 

in Newberg, Ore., aher 2 1  years. 

John Wallace was hired as the chief 

executive oHicer for the Oregon Real 

Estate Association Board of Directors. 

He previously worked as community 

high school business teacher  and as 
adjunct professor at North Carolina 

Wesleyan College John, his wife 
Nancy, and their three ch ildren recently 

relocated to Salem, Ore. 

] 982 

Class Representative - Paul Collard 

Maria IMeyer) Mord became board 
cenified by ANCC in Cardiovascular 

Nursing i n  July of 2009. She is currently 
working at John Muir Hea lth in 

Concord, Calif., as cardiac rehabilitation 

nurse case manager. Maria and her 
husband, Rod, live in lafayette, Calif. 
Their daughter, Karin, is a sophomore in 

college in Los Angeles. 

Patrick Swenson has been teaching at 

Riverside High School in Auburn, 
Wash., for a number  01 years and also 

publishes a quanerfy magazine ca l led 

Talebones. S ince  2000, he has published 

over 30 books. Patrick organizes several 
writers' conferences each year and is 
well known in  the field of dark tales and 

sci-fi. He recently published the chi l 
dren's book, Mrs. Annathena Gil/y Gully 

From Puddle Rumple Tilly Willy, 

authored by his step-mother, 

Chellis Jensen.  

1983 

Class Representative - Dave Olson 

Jeff Chandler is the new head football 
coach at Redmond High School. He has 

nearly a decade of h igh school head 
coaching experience and most recently 
worked as  the athletic director at 
Skyline High Sc hool. 

Brad Tilden received the Distinguished 
Eagle Scout Award, given to Eagle 
Scouts who have distinguished them
selves in  business, professions, and 
service to others. He was also rece ntly 

appointed as  an independent director 
for Flow International Corporation, 

Karen Weatherman is an inaugural 
steering committee member of the new 

Washington State tearning 

Communities Consortium. She works as 

the learning communities director at 
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Washington State Un iversity and coordi
nates Freshman Focus, a f irst-year pro

gram that he lps students integrate with 

their residence hall l iving. 

1984 
Class Representative - Mark 
Christofferson 

Teri Cadd-Rhodes' h usband, Wil l iam 

Rhodes, passed away in 2006 and she 

later married Daniel A. Contreras. 

Together, they have four children, Nick 

Rhodes, 1 3, Joey Rhodes, 1 7, Contessa 

C ontreras, 1 5, and Gabrie l  Contreras, 2 1 .  

Loni Simone, formerly Linda Gioia,  is a 

retired appl ic ations development systems 

ana lyst for the City of Ta coma.  

Paul  Swenson is  a professional photogra

pher, and lives i n  Arcata, Calif . , with his 

family. He has done a num ber of art 

p ieces for publ ications. I n  2009, he col

laborated with his mother, 

Chellis Jensen, to illustrate her  children's 

book, Mrs. Annalhena Gilly Gully From 
Puddle Rumple Tilly Willy. 

1 985 
Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 
Regge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stelling 

Susan (Georgeson) Hopper has earned 
the Coldwell Banker Previews 
International Property Specia l ist designa
tion. She is a sales associate at Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage. Susan, her 
husband John, a nd their four teenage 

children live in Frisco, Texas. 

Kathy Kleinhenz rejoined Fidelity Title 
Agency of Alaska as a commerc ia l  
escrow officer. She began her career as 
a real estate paralegal .  Kathy spec ial izes 
i n  commercial ,  residential and new con-

struction closing as well as relocations 
and R E O  transactions. 

Michael Nelson was elected treasurer of 
the Western Washington Fair  Association, 
Puya l lup .  

1 986 
C lass Represe ntative - Stacey (Kindred) 
Hesterly 

1 987 
Class Represe ntatives - Lisa Ottoson and 

John Carr 

Theresa Wallace Mathew has been 

appointed vice president of sales for the 

Western Region of Xtend Health c a re. 

Theresa and her  husband Jacob '87 

reside in Langley, Wash. 

Jerry Larson was elected secretary of the 

Western Washington Fair Association, 

Puyallup. 

1 988 
Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scon 

David and Sara (Gregerson '87) Bowe are 

currently working with Baylor Medical  i n  

Moshi.  Ta nzan ia .  David is tea c hing m e d 

ica l  students h o w  t o  work with ch i ldren 

with H IV/A I D S .  

Heidi (Menzenberg) Ha l l  is an instructor 
of voice at Northwest Unive rsity, and her 

h u sband R ichard i s  a mortgage broker. 

The couple lives with their daughter, 

Abigail, in Bellevue, Wash. 

1989 
Class Representative - Lisa I Hussey) 
Ferraro 

Fatahiyah Abdullah is  the executive of cor

porate affairs and communication for the 
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Malaysian Structural Steel Association. 

Ken Gibson i s  the pr inc ipa l  consultant for 

Leading Edge Solutions LLC in Ta coma, 

Wash.  H e  has served i n  leadership posi

tions in the non-profit and government 

sectors for more than 20 years. 

Whitney Keyes just returned from 
Ma laysia where she was a speaker for 
the Department of State and the U.S .  
Embassy in Malaysia developing and 
facilitating the program "Empowering 

Women though Entrepreneurship". 
Whitney is the director of WMK 
Productions i n  Seattle, Wash. 

Ben Jennings joined €Jiympia, Wash., 
based Sound/View Advisors as the firm's 
fourth fina n c i a l  p lann er, br ing ing more 
than 20 years of experience to the firm. He 
is the past president of the Fi nanc ia l  
P lanning Association of Puget Sound and 
the Ta coma Estate P lann ing Counc i l .  

1990 
Michael Auton is the new principal at  

Lakeview Hope Academy i n  Lakewood, 

Wash. He was previously the pr incipa l  at 
Gran gevil le Elementary/Middle School  i n  
G ra n gevi l le,  Idaho, and has m o r e  t h a n  1 6  

years o f  experience a s  a n  educator. 

Jamie Oieveney is the new boys te nnis 

head coach at Mercer  Is land 'High School.  

He is a lso the c u rrent tennis pro at the 

Mercer Island Beach C l u b. 

Brien Thompson 
married Rebecca 

Dena on 

December  1 9, 

2009, in Seattle's 

Pike Place 

M a rket. Fellow Lutes ;ncluded the groom's 

father, unc le  and brother, the Rev. Nei l  

Thompson '62, Dale Thompson '64, and 
Wade Thompson '88. Steve Valach '88, 

Terry Marks '88, Russ Cole '87, David 
Martinson '90, Kristin (Ford '92) 
Martinson, and Bart Ti l ly '89 were also i n  

attendance.  T h e  couple currently lives in 

the Seattle neighborhood of Madrona. 

199 1 

Shana (Weatherly) Osmer is a profes

sional pet siner with The Siners and a 

vet assistant at Coalition: Humane in 

Tacoma. She is a volunteer at the 

Ta coma H u ma n e  Society, where she 

hosts the Comcast On-Demand Cat 

Adoption Show. She also volunteers at 

Point Defiance Zoo as a n  animal handler. 

1 992 
Class Represe ntative - Darcy (Pattee) 
Andrews 

Greg Jones was promoted to exec utive 

vice preside nt/c redit ad ministrator of 

Valley B ank. He has 32 years of banking 

experience and has been with Valley 

Bank for 1 9  years. 

Mike Martinez was named ch ief mar

keti n g  officer for izmocars, the leading 

Internet  bus iness solution provider for 

the autom otive ind ustry. He is responsi

b le for a l l  marketi n g  functions at izmo

c a rs as well a s  business development 

a n d  product m a nagement ownership for 
izmolndY, the compa ny's Web 3.0 oper

ating platform. Prior to jo in ing izmocars, 

Mike was the executive vice president 

of products and strategy at 

O n eCommand.  

Traci IWensel) Mitchell was recently 

hired a s  qual ity program manager-pat
ient satisfaction at Evergreen Hospital 

Medical Center in Kirkland, Wash. 



Monica Reisch was promoted to manag
er of g loba l  manufacturing f ina nce and 
accounting with Kinetic Concepts, Inc . ,  in 
San Antonio, Texas. She has worked for 

KCI s ince November 2008. KCI is a med
ica l  technology company that develops, 
manufactures and sells products for 

wound care treatment, tissue regenera
tion, and therapeutic suppon systems. 
She has lived in San Antonio for five 
years and loves it. 

Mary (Tachell) Sigmen is the new d i rec

tor of f inance and operations at Annie 
Wright School in Tacoma. Mary is  an  
experienced f inance manager who  previ
ously served as vice president of finance  

a t  Sa int Mani n's University in Lac ey, 
Wash. She also brings expertise in 
endowment and trust accounting, non
profit tax preparation and bond f inancing.  
Mary and  her  husband, Ga ry, res ide in 
Tacoma.  

Borge Steinsvik became panner at RS 
Platou ASA, a world leading international 
ship and oHshore broker and investment 

bank .  Borge has been the managing 
d i rector for  Russian operations since 
2004. 

Susan Swanson recently moved to 
Richland, Wash., and staned working a s  
t h e  gallery administrator f o r  Allied Ans 
Association. She  has also developed a 
jewelry l ine and  is a freelance il lustrator. 

1993 
Class Representative - Barbara (Murphy) 
Hesner 

Mark Amberson recently joined the 
retirement/wealth man agement team at 

Albers & Co. As a senior investment 

strategist, he brings more than 20 years 

of experience  managing fixed portfolios. 

1994 
Class Representatives - Dan Lysne and 

Catherine (Overland) Hauck 

1995 
Class Re presentative - Christi Rupp 

Kirstin (Hokanson) Doud was voted 

Outstanding Mus ic  Educator for the San 

Juan region. She teaches orchestra at 

Sehome High Schoo l  in Bellingham, 
Wash. 

1996 
Class Representatives - Mari (Hoseth) 

Lysne and Jenniler (Riches) Stegeman 

Emily Dykstra leh for the Czech Republ ic 
on August 1 ,  2010, to teach Engl ish as 

pan of the Fulbright Exchange Program. 

1 997 
C lass Representatives - Andy and 

Stephanie (Merle) Tomlinson 

Matthew Bouthi l l ier died March 1 from a 
card i ac  arrest in Port-au-Prince, Hait i .  

He was volunteering with Medical Teams 
I nternational, treating earthquake sur

vivors since Feb. 20. Matthew worked a s  

an emergency room nurse at Swedish 
Medica l  Center in Issaquah, Wash. H e  

has previously served in the Army Nurse 
Corps and  volunteered in Honduras. He 

is survived by wife Melissa (Leppke '97); 

sons Brian, 7, and Logan, 4; mother Dale, 

and stepmother Sharon Andrews. 

1998 
Class Representative - Shannon 
(Herlocker) Stewart 

Suzanne Fritch is now a radiographer at 

Rady Chi ldren's Hospital i n  San �iego, 

Calif. 

Heather (Defatorre) Hokanson j o ined the 

staH of Sound Family Medic ine at the 
Hartland Cl in ic in South H i l l , Wash. She 

wil l  provide family care with an emphasis 

on women's health and obstetrics. 
Heather is board certified as an 

advanced n u rse practitioner in family 

medic ine. 

1999 
Class Representative - Julie (Johnston) 

Bulow von Dennewitz 

Tony Aho was selected as the cha i r  of 

the Parks & Recreation B o a rd of the 

Puyal lup City Couci ! .  

2000 

Class Representative - Ashley Orr 

Emily Keys is now an adjunct professor 

in the G raduate School of Education and  

Counseling at Lewis and  Clark College. 

Melissa 
Montgomery 

married 

Jonathan Ferris 
in September 

2009. Melissa is 

a program man

ager for the 

Washington Oepanment of  Natural 
Resources and received the Meritorious 

Publ ic Service Award from the U.S.  Coast 

Guard in August 2009. Jonathan is a soh

ware developer at DNR.  The couple lives 

in Olympia, Wash. 

Delilah Langer married Randy Hawkins 

on Feb. 1 , 2010, in  their home in 
Minneapol is, Minn. Randy works as an 

audio engineer and tour manager for 

musical anists. He is currently working 

with Atmosphere, Brother Ali and Faith 

No More. 

Louis Hobson plays O r. Madden/Dr. Fine 

in the Broadway play Next to Norma/ that 

recently won the Pul itzer Prize for 

Drama. 

Nathaniel Schlicher received the 2010 

Leadership Award from the American 

Medical Association, and represented 
the American College of Emergency 

Physicians on March 3, 2010  at the White 

Ho use. Nathaniel is an emergency physi
c ian  at Northwest Emergency Physicians 

of Team Health in Tacoma.  

200 1 
Class Representatives - Keith Prangholer 

Shawn Jennison 
i s  the new direc

tor of communi

cations and mar

ket ing .t Clover 

Park Techn ica l  

College in 

Lakewood, 

Wash. He is 
responsible for the college Web site, 

Robert Mitchell died Marc h  27, 2010. 

Myrtle (Cribb) Bresemann died May 1, 

2010. 

Odven Aakre died Jan. 1 7, 2010. 

Rev. Chauncey Christofferson died 

February 27, 2010. 

Gerald P. Faaren died Oct. 26, 2009. 

Milton Hanson died Feb. 14 , 2010. 

Bob Larson died March 25, 2010. 

Jean Fritts died February 1, 2010. 

Rev. Adolph Kohler died Feb. 21, 2010. 

Dorothy (Bauman) Freitag died January 
1 8, 2010. 

l. June (Bunney) Justice died April 1 7 ,  

2010. 

Gary Gale died in November 2009. 

Ken Olson died Jan .  16, 2010. 

Rev. Bob Anderson died Jan. 9, 2010. 

Violet Turner died March 30, 2010. 

lone Eastby died May 4, 2010. 

Joann (Johnson) Schaler died March 

1 6, 2010. 

Alice Watson died January 2 1 ,  2010. 

Matthew Bouthillier died March 1 , 2010 

TIHany Faith Lindsey died May 7, 20 1 0  

r I  11.1 Ilul 

Philip E. Beal 

died J une 30, 

2009. He came 

to PLU as dean 
01 men in 1 968 

and remained 

for 10 years, 

conc lud ing his tenure a s  vice president 

of student l ile. Aher his retirement, 

Philip and his wife Kathy were missionar-

publ ications, CPTC Television, advenis
ing, marketing, and public relations. 

Shawn has spent the last 1 0  years work

ing in marketing and communic ations. He 

began h is ca reer working in publ ic  

aHairs and market ing for KSTW-TV, 
Channel 1 1 .  

Neal Massie married Brandi Haney on 

Ju ly 1 8, 2009, in Evergreen, Colo .  Lutes in 

the wedding par1y were best man, Boyd 
Massie 'OS, as well as Gabe Mil ler '01, 
'Nate Wiggins '01 and Andy Bentz '01. 

ies with the United Methodist Church 

in Asia for 1 1  years, and later volun

teered in Haiti. Phil is survived by his 

wife Kathy; two sons, Oayna and 

Dwight; and 4 grandchildren. 

Gfenn Cooper died May 1 1 .  He came to 

PLU in 2007 aher more than 25 years of 

experience as a cook. Glenn enjoyed 
his work and loved interacting wit/l his 

customers. He will be remembered for 

his Hawaiian shins, his kindness, fol

lowing the band Little Feat, and his 

clever sense of humor. He was also a 

devoted Seattle Storm season-ticket 
holder and frequent player of bridge. 

Glenn is survived by his mother; his 

brother Keith, a professor in the philos
ophy depanment; his sisters Meg 

Cooper, Joyce Lush and Carol Hulton; 
and other relatives including cousin 

Duncan Foley, a professor in the geo
sciences depanment. 

The Rev. Frank Warren Strain died Jan. 

16 .  He served on the PLU Board of 

Regents for many years and his chil

dren, Sylvia (Strain '66) Sizer and the 

Rev. Philip Strain '67, attended PLU. He 

devoted his life to serving parishes 

across the United States until his retire

ment in the mid '80s. In 1977, his wife 

Marjorie died and he later married 

Lavinia, to whom he was married for 30 

years. During their retirement, Warren 

and Lavina traveled the world. He is sur

vived by his wife, Lavina; children Sylvia, 

Phil ip, Jan and Joanie; seven grandchil

dren and 13 great-grandchildren. 

Eric Paulson died March 6. He served 

PLU as a member of the Board of 

Regents for several years. He is sur

vived by his wile Elna; his children 

Solveig '70, Ann, David '72, Donn '75 

and Rolf '77. 

Jane Rieke died March 4. She was a 

longtime member of Faith Lutheran 

Church i n  Seattle. Jane was the moth

er of Paul Rieke, synod attorney, Jan  

C unningham, Seattle attorney, and 

David Brauer-Rieke, bishop of  the 
Oregon Synod. 

Jarl Secher-Jensen died on April 4, 

2010. 
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Neal  is B business rental executive with 

Enterprise Holding and Brandi is a n 

account manager with Charles River 

Clinical Services. The couple resides in 

Tacoma, 

2002 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Gome 
and Brian Riehs 

Rachel (Morton, Cardwell is the 

community engagement manager at the 

University of Puget Sound, Her  husband, 

Brandon, is a n  a c cou ntant. The coup le  
res ides  in Ta coma,  

lisa (Sims' Pelorak wil l  be  anending 

Seattle U n iversity S c hool of Law, 

Katie Weidmann married Adam B arrett 

on D e c .  14 , 2009, at the Lane County 
Courthouse i n  Eugene,  Ore,  

2003 
Class Representative - E lisabeth Pynn 
Himmelman 

Allison Hicks is  now a n  assistant profes· 

sor i n  the division of social sc iences at 

Alfred University i n  Alfred, N Y  

Patrick Pastor works a t  t h e  Jo int B a s e  
Lewis-M c C hord in t h e  Central Issue 

Fa c i l ity where soldiers receive and 
return equipment before a n d  aher 

deployment or tran sfer. He is employed 

through Skookum, a non-profit organ iza

tion based i n  Western Washington that i s  
dedi cated to  c reate jobs for  people  with 

disabi l it ies,  Patrick earned his master's 

degree in chemistry from Washington 

State University, 

Trevor Roberts stepped down as football 

coach at Kent-Meridian High School in 

Kent, Wash,. aher three years. He will be 

working as offensive coordinator at PLU 

and as the youth and rec reationa l sales 
representative for Riddell i n  the state 01 
Washington. 

Rob Rydberg married lynsey E l izabeth 

Compton-Drake on August 22, 2009, in 

Lagerquist Concert Hall at PLU, Rob com
pleted his Ph.D. i n  e lectri ca l  en gineer ing 

from Washington State University in May 

2009 and Lynsey works as a sohware 

eng ineer. 

2004 
Class Re prese ntative - Tammy lynn 
Schaps 

Holly Emmel is now the offi ce  manager 

for  the ELCA Alaska Synod Off ice .  

200S 
Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Patrick Bell married Resa lee '04 in 

Central ia,  Wash" on D e c ,  5, 2009, The 

couple moved to Washington, D,C" in 
March  2010 where Patri c k  is now the 

d i rector of new media for the U,S ,  House 

of Representatives and Resa is a social  

worker. 

Raechelle Watkins-Baghirov is currently 

selVing as a Peace Corps volunteer in 

Ganja. Azerbaijan, 

Erika (Helm) McDonald is an environ

mental scientist with Jacobs Engineering 

and her  husband,  Adam, is a network 
engineer. They live i n  Anchorage, Alaska,  

Erin Mclaughlin 
married 

Matthew 

Sunerer on 

August 7, 2009, 

on Ski lak Lake 

on the Kenai  

Peninsula in 

Alaska.  The cou

ple h i ked to the marr iage ceremony, 

which was shared wilh close family a n d  

friends, E r i n  received her ma ster's 
degree in  mental hea lth counsel ing from 

the University of Northern Iowa in May 

2009 a n d  is currently working in family 

matters at Hope Commun ity Resources in 

Anc horage, Alaska,  The couple resides 

i n  Anchorage,  

Lori Morgan was hired as ch ief  admi nis

trative officer at Legacy Emmanuel  

Hospita l  i n  Portland ,  Ore,  Previously, she 

served as the medical  director at 

Tacoma's Trauma Trust. 

2006 
Class Representative - Jenna 
(Steffenson' Serr 

Everen Barr 
married Alyssa 
Hertel '07 on 

January 16, 

2010, in 

Vancouver, 

Wash, Alyssa is 

a school  coun
selor .  Lutes in 

the wedding party were James lucase 
Stonehouse '06, Darren Strulhers '06, 
Bethany Atkins '07, Julie Kerrigan '07, 
Kathryn Druback ·OB. 

2006 
David Baure is currently working at the 

University of Washington Medical Center 

emergency room as a registered nurse, 

and as a f l ight nurse for the U,S,  Air Force 
Reserves, He will deploy to Iraq i n  Aug ust. 

Stephanie lewis is the new head bas· 

ketball c o a c h  i n  the Sequim S c hool 

Distr ict,  where she is also a health and 

f i tness instructor. 

Kathryn Suzanne Irw in married C a rmine 

An drew Pernin i  on Jan,  1 ,  2010, at the 

Lutheran Theolog ica l  Seminary in 

Phi ladelphia were they are both semin ar

ians.  The cou ple resides i n  Ph i lade lph ia ,  

2007 
Class Representative - Kaarin Praxel 

Katie Crawford will be anending the 
University of Sydney, Australia, in 201 0 

for a maste r's degree in peace and con

f l ict  studies, 



Eric Bernerd Faris is the new music 
director at Creator Lutheran Church in 

Bonney Lake, Wash. 

Tiffany Fa ith 

Lindsey died May 

4, 2010, in 

Gig Harbor, 

PLU with 

degrees in psychology, women's studies 

and religion. She was working towards her 

goal of becoming a mental health coun

selor. She was committed to supporting 

causes she believed in - she was passion
ate about women's issues, music, running, 

faith and friendship. Always a selfless per

son with a listening ear, TiH's many friends 

will miss her charismatic personal ity, bub

bly sense of humor and positive energy. 

2008 

Class Representative - Christy Olsen 
Field and Courtney Stringer 

2009 

Class Representative - Maren Anderson 

and Amy Spieker 

Trinity Gibbons is the Betty H .  Jaynes 

intern with the Women's Basketball 
Association III Georgia. She wil l be work

ing as the convention logistics intern and 

will assist the director of event planning 
and execution of the 2010 WBCA National 

ConventIOn i n  San Antonio, Texas 

Nicolette Paso will go to Germany as a 

Fulbright scholar, researching social wel

fare and justice programs that were 
implemented dur ing the relormation. She 

will be l iv ing i n  five diHerent cities while 

i n  Germany. 

Nanyoung Shiraiwa is now the import 

manager of general merchandise in the 

international division of Supervalu. She  is  
responsible for importing merchandise 

from South-East Asia countries, Hong 

Kong, Ta iwan, China and Vietnam. 

Seth 

Schwiethale 
married Sarah 

Parnham on  

Jan .  10, 2010, i n  

Po r t  Gamble, 
Wash. Seth is a user interface developer 

for Motorola and Sarah works in ea rly 

chi ldhood education. 

Colin Swanson was hired as a staH 

assistant to U.S .  Congressman Dave 

Reichert in his Washington, D.C , off ice. 

Jon Wedell cu rrently lives in Coos Bay, 

Ore., and is a production assistant/techn

i ca l  director at the locat TV station. 

uture Lute 
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Matt Wilde and his wife Amanda wel

comed twin boys, Maddox Errol and 

1993 

Mitchell Ol iver, 

into the family 

on May 1 7, 2009. 

The boys joined 

big sister 
Avery, 2 

Samuel and 

Teresa (Kelly '93) 
Cook welcomed 

Ashley Jordan 

on Dec. 8, 2009. 
She was born at 

Pondok Indah 

Hospital in 
Jakarta, I ndonesia. She joins older sib

l ings, Abigail, 3, and Zachariah, 16  months. 

Sam and Teresa have been in Jakarta for 

the past three years where Sam has been 
the principal at  North Jakarta International 

School .  Teresa has taught 4th grade and 

has been the curriculum coordinator. They 

moved to Manila, Phil ippines, in July, 2010. 

Sam is the coordinator for facu lty and stu

dent learning and Teresa is teaching fifth 
grade at International School Mani la .  

Bil l  and Sarah 
(Nelson '93) 
Walles wel

comed Sage 

Yunyi into their  

family through 

adoption all 
April 1 3, 2009, i n  

Guangzhou, Ch ina .  She  joins sibl ings 

Payton, Carter and Risa. The family lives 

i n  Map le  Valley, Wash. 

1 995 

Corey Bray and 

wife Lesl ie wel
comed Landry 

Cooper on 

March 28, 2010. 
Landry joins big 

brother Luke, 2. 

Corey is the 

assistant athletic d irector at Eastern 

Kentucky Un iversity and Leslie is the 

director  of specia l  athletic events at 

Eastern Kentucky U niversity. The fami ly 
resides in R ichmond, Ky. 

1 997 

Scott and Kim 

(Creighton '97) 
Cushing wel

comed Toby in 

June 2009. Scott 

is a deputy 

prosecuting 

attorney for the 

Civil DiVision of the Thurston County 

Prosecuting Attorney's OHice, and Kim is 

a staH attorney for the Washington State 
Senate. They live in  Olympia, Wash. 

Josh and Erin 
(Mortensen '97) 
Wyrick wel

comed Dan 

Douglas on Feb. 

24. He joins big 

sister El la .  

1998 

Meagyn (Keys) 

Karmakar and 

husband 

Sou men wel
comed O l iver 

Will iam on 

March 13, 2009. 

Meagyn is a 
teacher at West Linn High School i n  

West Linn, Ore. ,  a n d  Soumen i s  an  engi

neer, 

==--=----- Jason '98 '03 
and Mairead 

(McSweeney 
'01) Shutt wel

comed Truman 

Patrick on 
February 

3. Jason is a 
seventh grade 

science teacher  

and Ma iread works for The Trust for  
Pub l ic  Land .  They are caretakers of a 

small farm all Bainbridge Island. 

Lindsay 

(Johnson) 
Williamson and 

h usband Troy 

welcomed 

Mo l ly Gayle on 

March 25. She 
joins s ib l ings 

Jack, 4, and Kate, 1 .  The fami ly l ives in 

Bonney Lake, Wash. 

1 999 

Peter and 

Rachel 
(Hemphill '09) 
Collins wel

comed El la Jane  

on Dec .  29, 2009. 

El la joins big 

brother Charles 
James, 4. Peter and Rachel are both 

teachers i n  the Puyallup School District. 

The family resides In Puyal lup, Wash. 

Laurie Jo 
(Jones) Davis 
and husband 

Derek wel

comed Logan 

Patrick on Nov. 

1 9, 2009. Laurie 

Jo operates her 

own business 

as a management consultant. The family 

resides in Golden, Colo. 

Corinne 
(Kenney) 

I 
Hartley and 

husband Kevin 

welcomed son 

I Kaden on Nov. 

24, 2009. Kaden 

joins b ig brother 

Cohen, 3. The 

family recently 

moved back  to 

Washington state and resides in Adna, 

Wash. 

Jonathan and 

Ahna (Lietke 
'99) Strand wel

comed C lara 

Mar ie on 

Janu ary 20. She 

jo ins siblings 

Joseph, 5, and 

Timothy, 2. The family resides in Santa 

C lara, Calif . 

2000 

Aaron and 
Jenny 

(Jacobsen '01 ) 
Jacobs wel
comed Clark 

Herbert in 

December 2008. 
The family resides In Tacoma. 

Jonas and 

Al ison (Brennan 
'01 ) Tanzer wei·  

comed Johan 
on Nov. 15, 2009. 

Johan jo ins big 

brother Lucas, 

2. Jonas  owns a consulting firm estab

lishing outlet mal ls i n  Scandinavia and 

the Balt ics and Al ison is  a n  Engl ish 
teacher for the Intercultural Language 

Department. The family resides i n  

Soderkoping, Sweden. 

Brandon Vrosh 

and Britta 
Hobbs '00 wel

comed their first 

chi ld ,  Soren 

Lauridsen, on 
November 4, 

2009. Sir i  

(Flesher '02) Preston and Rob Preston 

are his Godparents. Britta, Brandon and 

Soren reside in Vancouver, Wash . .  

where Brandon works a s  a pharmaceuti

cal  sales representative and Britta 

is  a choir director at Covington 

Middle School and Trinity Lutheran 

Church .  

2001 

in Battle G round, Wash. 

Bryce and 

Audrey (Pinning 
'03) Miller wel

comed Tyson 

Gregory on Feb. 

1. He joins big 

brother Trevin. 

The family lives 

Garret 
Schroeder and 

h is  wife 

Jennifer Blake 

Schroeder wel

comed their first 

child, Grant 

Garret, on 
March 17. 

Garret is a radiology resident at Oregon 

Health and Sc ience University and 

Jennifer is  a pediatric ian .  The family 

resides in Portland, Ore. 
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Ryan and 

Meghan 
(Paustian '04) 
Wagner wel

comed El la on 

Oct. 27, 2008. 

Meghan is the 

director of bands at Auburn Riverside 

High Sc hool. The family resides in 
Aub� rn, Wash. 

2002 
Adam and 

Jackie 
(Nuechterlein 
'05) Epperson 
welcomed Liam 

Milton all D e c .  

8, 2009. T h e  fam-
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,..----...... Michael Mauss 
and wife Kristine 

welcomed 

J oseph on Apri l  
1 0 .  He ,joins big 

sister Avila 

M a rie ,  2. The family lives in Tacoma. 

Kristy (Jacobson) Monahan and hus

band Brett welcomed Abbie on Aug.  20, 

2009. She joins big brother Bryce, 4. The 

family resides in Covington, Wash. 

2003 
Mitchef and 

Crystal (Tullis 
'04) Morey wel

comed Magu ire 
Theodore

Walter on Sept. 

9, 2009. The family resides in Port 

Orc hard, Wash. 

2004 
Lori (Hahn) 
George and 

husband Steve 

welcomed their 
f irst son, Owen 

Christian, on 

Aug. 1 9, 2009. 

Lori works as a n  

RN in the N I C U  at Seattle Children's 

Hospital and Steve works for the City of 

Tacoma. The family resides in Fife, Wash. 

2007 
Ellen (Brotherston) Aronson and hus

band Kyle welcomed their f irst chi ld,  

Linnea M a rie ,  on Fe b .  5. G randparents 

Ruth (Swenson 
• '79) and Stuart 

• Brotherson '79 
were also excit

ed for her  

arrival. E l len  
is tak ing  an 

extended 

leave from her  job at the House of 

Representatives. The family resides in 

Puyal l u p, Wash. � 
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o J rspective 
continued from back page 

Definition and Foundations of Hope 
My research led me to a simple, yet 

comprehensive, definition of hope: "a 
belief and a feeling that a desired our
come is possible." I n  addition, I idenri
fied four fou ndations of hope: Options, 
Action, Evidence, and Connection. 

To demonstrate these foundations, 
imagine a yet u nacnieved desired out
come in  you r  l ife. As you think about 
how much hope you have about achiev
ing that outcome, you will notice that 
you r  hope is pardy based on your belief 
and feeling that you have options [0 
choose from [0 achieve that outcome. 
The greater the number of op tions you 
perceive you have, rhe more likely you 
are [0 feel hopeful. Second, you r  hope is 
sustained (or diminished) by you r  belief 
and feeling that you are both willing 
and able [0 act on those options. Third, 
you r  hope is influenced by the evidence 
you have that the desired ourcome is 
possible. For example, if you've accom
plished a similar rask, or seen others 
l ike you achieve rhat goal, you're more 
L ikely [0 feel hope (hat you can also. 
Fi nally, your hope is related [0 your 
feeling of connecrion [0 others who 
support or help you [0 achieve the 
desi.red outcome. Having hope is inher
ently relational. Our hope i ncreases 
as we are surrounded by ochers who 
suppOrt our hope, whether those 
"others" are humans, a higher power, 
or even pets. 

Apptying the Theory to 
Relationships 

G iven this definition and rhese four 
foundarions, several i n rervenrions 
emerge [0 help individuals and couples 
increase their hope for improving rheir 
relarionsh i p. 

Fi rst, your available oprions for 
achieving your desired outcomes are 
greatly in fluenced by how you view rhe 
siTuarion, particularly rhe apparent 
obstacles rhar srand in your way. Your 
view of rhose obsracles ofren derer
mines the number of op rions you per
ceive you have. For example, many cou
ples believe rhar conflicr is  a sign of 
inherenr problems in their relarionship 
when, in fact, conflicr is  an i nherenr 
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parr of close, inri mare relarionships. If  
you can view rhe nexr conflicr as an 
opporruniry [0 connecr and grow, you 
are much more l i kely [0 sray hopeful 
about rhe future of your relarionship 
and find more options [0 choose from 
to handle rhose conflicrs. 

When couples who are un ure 

about their future begin to 

connect again) it builds hope 

that things can improve and 

gives them a foundation to 

handle issues that need to be 

addressed in the relationship. 

Second, a belief and feeling thar you 
are willing and able to acr on options 
can be increased by simply committing 
[0 a time frame [0 work on a desired 
outcome with an atritude of hope; that 
is, a belief and feeling that you are able 
to achieve your goal. Too often, desires 
get stifled by spending time debating in 
our m inds the obtainabi l i ry of the goal 
rather than putting energy in[O acrion 
that will make the goal more possible. 
This happens in distressed relationships 
as individuals use each new inreracrion 
as data [0 ask themselves the question, 
"Do I stay or do I go?" Rather then get
ting stuck in this dilemma, commit to 
staying for a certain amount  of time 
and put your energy in[O being the best 
you can be and asking your partner to 
meet you there. Don't ignore the voice 
rhat asks " do I stay or do I go," simply 
acknowledge it and choose not to dwell 
on ir for rhe rime being. Many times, as 
people commit [0 a brighrer fu ture, rhe 
bri ghrer furure begins to emerge. And 
if  ir doesn'r, rhey have fewer regrets 
abour moving rheir hope [0 somerhing 
(or someone) else. 

Third, you can acrively look for and 
seek our evidence rhat you can achieve 
your desired ourcomes. Sometimes this 
evidence comes as you tel l others about 
your hopes. One couple I worked wi th 
told anocher couple of their challenges 

and desire for their relationship [0 be 
happier. The other couple proceeded [0 
tell rhe couple in distress about simi lar 
challenges they had had in their rela
tionship five years ago, that they had 
since worked out and found themselves 
ro be very satisfied wi th their relation
ship. The couple came ro therapy wi th 
renewed hope because of the evidence 
the other couple had given them that 
their relarionship could improve. 

Fourth, you can work ro achieve 
greater connection with people who 
suppOrt your goals or who have a role 
in achieving these goals. I have come to 
see that the connection component of 
hope is the most powerful because ir is 
in connecring with others thar we 
i ncrease our evidence, bui ld oprions, 
and believe and feel we are capable of 
acring to achieve our desired ourcomes. 
For couples, rhis sense of connecrion is 
so importanr ro regai ning a sense of 
hope for rhe relarionship. Thus, I rou
tinely tel l couples [0 build inro rheir 
relarionsn ip connecting rituals - gOillg 
on a dare each week, ending rhe day by 
relling each orher whar they appreciate 
abour each other. Amidsr rhe busyness 
that most couples face, connecring 
mllst be a priority and musr be done 
purposefully or it may nor happen. 
When couples who are unsure about 
rheir future begin [0 connecr agai n, ir 
b uilds hope that thi ngs can improve 
and gives them a foundarion ro handle 
issues thar need [0 be addressed in rhe 
relationship. 

Sharing Hope 
A rherapisr once said co me that parr 

of out jobs as therapists is co "create a 
space where hope can prevail." I have 
come co see rhar rhis "job" goes well 
beyond rhe walls of therapy. Each of us 
can be a beacon of hope for someone 
else as we help them discover oprions, 
work coward acrion, remember evi
dence, and creare connections around 
thei r goals and dreams. [ID 

David B. Ward, Ph.D, is assistant professor 
of marriage and fami/:y therapy in the 
Department ofMarricige and Family 
Therapy. 
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October 1 8, 8 a.m. 

G en e ra l  E d u c ation Workshop - "The re's a 
CAPPo for that ! "  
U n iversity Center, C K  

October 20, 5:30 p.m. 
Visitin g  Writer Series:  Laruen G roff, a uthor 
of "The Monsters of Tem pl eton "  
Unive rsity Center, Regency Room 

October 29, 1 1  a.m.,  4:30 p.m. 

ELCA Seminary Visit 
University Center, 2nd Floor Foyer 

N OVEM B E R  

November 5-7 

PLU Family We ekend 

Lo cations a c ross campus 

November 7 

PLU Parents Counc i l  
N esvig Alumni Center 

November 8, 7 p.m. 

4th Annua l  Conversation O F!  Privi lege, 
foc using on susta inab i l ity/ 

e nvironmental privilege 
U niversity Center, Un ion P a c if ic  Room 

November 1 1 .  noon 

Veteran's Day Ce lebration 

La g e rq u ist Concert Ha l l  

November 1 1 ,  7 p.m. 

Ho loc aust Prog ram Le ctu re 
Xavier, Nordq uist Lecture Ha l l  

November 1 3  and 1 4, 2 p.m. 

Annua l  Swedish H e rita g e  Program 
Featu ri n g  c u lina ry feast prepa red and 

demonstration by Swedish c hefs 
U nive rsity Center, S c a n  Center 

November 1 5-18, 8 a.m. 

A n n u a l  C h ristm as I n  S c a n d inavia Exh i bit 

Un ive rsity Center, S c a n  Center 

November 1 5, 7 p.m. 

4th A n n u a l  G ot (Marri a g e )  Privi l1ege?  

U n iversity Center, Un ion P a c ifi c Room 

November 17,  5:30 p.m. 
Visiti n g  Writer Series: Matthew 
Dickman a n d  Mon i c a  Youn,  poets 
U n iversity C ente r, Regency 
Room 

November 20, 9 a.m. 
2nd A n n u a l  D a nish Christmas Baza a r  
U niversity C e nter, S c a n  Center 

November 20, 9 a.m. 
Annua l  N o rdic Sweater Exc h a n g e  
U n iversity Center, 1 s t  Floor H a l lways 

D E CEMBER 

December 1 .  5 : 15  p.m. 

Ch ristma s  Tree Lighting 
Eastvold ,  Red S q u a re 

December 3, 7:30 p.m. 

A n n u a l  S a n kta Luc ia  Fest 
Lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

December 1 1  

Fa l l  Commenc ement 
O lson Auditori um 

December 1 6  
P L U  Christmas Lu n c h e o n  
Olson Aud itori um 

December 1 8, 6 p .m. 

Annua l  Nord ic  Ch ristmas Fest 
U n iversity Center, S c a n  Ce nter � 

ON THE WEB 
www. S c en eon l i n e. com 
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PLU Scene, Tacoma, Washington 98447-0003 

Address change: If th is copy of Scene is addressed to your son or  

daugh ter who no  longer maintains a permanent  address at your home, 

please notify the Office o f  Alumni and Constituent Relations with h is or her  

new mai l ing address. You can  reach us by phone a t  253-535-741 5  o r  

1 -800-ALUM-PLU. You can a l s o  fax u s  a t  253-535-8555 or  e-mai l  

alumni@plu. edu with the new information. Thanks! 
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Th e Pow e r  of H o pe 

55741 67 

David Ward has  seen how hope can  instill a ha ppier and  h e a lthier future . He sought out  to understand hope within the spec ific c ontext of couples thera py, 
which h a s  far-reach ing a p p l i c ations. 

s a marriage and fam ily rhera
pisr, rhe couples I work wirh 
rend [0 wair unri l  problems in 

rheir relarionship have significandy 
escalared before rhey seek rherapy. 
Forwnarely, amidsr rhe dis tress, by rhe 
end of the session I usually experience a 
feeling [har keeps me loving rhe work I 
do wirh rhese couples. Ir was rhar same 
feeling rhar encouraged me several 
years ago to ask myself the questions, 
"What is rhis feeling?" and "How can I 
make ir happen consisrendy in rhera
py?" The answer thar came [0 me rhen, 
and rhar conrinues ro empower me 
now, is hope. 

By David B. Ward 

Hope is a l ife force. Ir keeps people 
moving toward rheir goals and dreams. 
I r  keeps people alive in difficulr  cir
cumsrances. An individual's personal 
relarionship with hope influences his 
or her daily acrions. As hope is nur
tured in rherapy, clients move from 
hoping for a happier and healrhier 
furure, to actually having one. In cou
ples therapy, "hope happens" as cou
ples move from a posirion of uncerrain
ry aboU[ rhe furure of their relarionship 
to a belief and feeling rhar rheir rela
rionship can improve. 

When I fi rsr decided ro srudy hope 
rhere was li rde to no research specifi-

cally relared [0 coup les rherapy. There 
were myriad defini rions of hope, and 
various disjointed ideas exisred. Thus, 
a primary rask of my research was to 
find a definirion of hope [har would 
bring enough clariry to rhe concepr to 
rhen be able to describe clearly how 
hope can be nurrured in rherapy. Whar 
srarred our  as a journey to undersrand 
hope wirhin rhe specific context of cou
ples rherapy, has developed inro  a rheo
ry of hope rhar has far-reaching appli
carions. 

continued on p'lge 38 
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