


Graduate Rose Ann Ramos '12. celebrates on May 29 at the Tacoma Dome with her family and friends. 

AUGUST 

August 2, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Under t�e Stars 

David Deacon-Joyner, p ian ist 
Mary Baker Russell Amphitheater 

August 8, 1 1 :30 a.m. 

Peach Festival, Red Square 

August 9, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Under  the Stars 
Ne i l  Ande rsson and Ma l i bu  Manouche 
Mary Baker Russe l l  Amphitheater 

August 1 6, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Under the Sta rs 
Tribute to B i l l  Ra msay B ig  Band 
Mary Baker Russe l l  Amphitheater 

August 24, 7 p .m. 

PLU N i g ht at the Rainiers 

Cheney Stad ium, Tacoma 

August 30 - September 3 

New Student O rientation 

September 4, 9 - 1 0:30 a.m. 

I nauguration and Fall Convocati on 

Olson Aud itor ium 

September 9 ,  3 p.m. 

Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Se ries: 
Pau l  Tegels, Univers ity Organist 

Lagerquist Concert Ha l l  

September 13, 7:30 p.m. 

Common Reading Program presents 
Luis A lberto Urrea, author 
Lagerqu ist Concert Hal l 

September 14, 2 p.m. 

Psychology Colloqu ium:  A l ice Eag ly, 

No rthwestern University 
No rdqu ist Lecture Ha l l  

September H ,  8 p.m. 

Buchanan,  Step hens & Bowman Concert 

Lagerquist Concert Hal l  

September 20 

Lutheran Studies Confe rence: 
" Lutheran Perspectives on Pol itical Life" 
Locations across campus 

September 25, 8 p.m. 

Ina ugu ration Facu lty Concert 

Lagerquist Co ncert Ha ll 

September 26, 7 p.m. 

Teatro M i l a gro p resents : B'aktun 13 
Anderson University Center 

September 27, 8 p.m. 

Regency Jazz Ensemble 
Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

September 28 - 30 

Homecoming Weekend 

September 30, 8 p.m. 

Lyric Brass Qu intet 

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

OCTOBER 

October 4, 8 p.m. 

University Jazz Ensemble 

Anderson University Center 

October 5, 8 p.m. 

French Music for Horn 
La gerquist Concert Ha l l  

October 6 ,  5:30 p.m. 

Eri k  Steighner, Saxophone 

La gerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 7 ,  3 p.m. 

Organ Recital Seri es: Char les Rus 

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 9, 8 p.m. 

University Symphony O rchestra 
Lagerqu ist Conce rt Ha l l  

October 1 1 . 8 p.m. 

Jose A. Zayas Caban, Saxophone 
La ge rqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 1 2, 1 0:30 a.m. - 1 2:30 p.m. 

L.l. F.E. Class: Sid Dl ufs discusses the 
presidentia l  e lecti on 

Garfield Book Company 

October 13, 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Orchestra Invitational 

La ge rqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 14, 3 p.m. 

University Wind Ensemble 

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Seventh annual Dale E .  Benson Lecture in 

Business and Economic H istory 

Scandinavian Cu ltural Center 

October 16 & 1 7, 8 p.m. 

Fall Chora l  Concert I & I I  
Lagerquist Concert Ha l l  

October 23, 8 p.m. 

Camas Wind Qu intet 

Lagerquist Conce rt Ha l l  

October 24, 7:30 p.m. 

David and Marilyn Knutson Rel ig ion Lecture 
Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

October 28. 3 p.m. 

Early and Baroque Concert 
Lagerqu ist Concert Hall rn 
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LUTE SOFTBALL WINS NATIONAL TITLE 

I
t was Sr.leey Hagcnsen's momenr r 
shine, and rhe senior pitcher who 
had carried PLU to rhe NCAA 

Didsion [(f Sofcball hampionship 
ririe game on a Monday afrernoon m 

May shone as brighr as rhe sun in the 
VirginIa sk}. 

t lagcnsen named the tournamenr's 
�!osr Outstandmg Pin er shur Oll[ 
PLU's Northwest Conference rival 
lll1ficld for the second rime rhis sea
son. Imming rhe Wildcats (0 jusr rhree 
hils as PLU WOll Its firsr-evel NCAA 
DIVISion 111 soflball championship With 
a 3·0 \\'111 111 Salem, Virginia. (PlU sofr
ball WOII National ASSOCiation of 
!ntercolleglate Arhletlcs - NAIA
crowns In 1988 and L992.) 

4 PW SCENEFALl2012 > HERE & NOW 

The Lutes finished (he season with a 
4--11 record. 

Along the wa) ro (he narional ml , 

PLU dcteared Luther (Iowa) 8-0 in five 
innlOgs, Lmfield 5-3, Montclair Stare 2-
I 111 J2 Inning. and Llnfidd agaJn 3-0. 
Hagensen pllched all 31 mnings al rhe 
DI\I, 100 I I I  Softball Chilmpiooship 
and had a 0.68 earned run average, lim
Itmg her ppont.'1lC (0 Lllrl�e earned 
rlln on 2 I hits WII.11 16 strikeouts and 
une wulk. 

In PLU' perfeCT eight-ganlt' rUll 
through dle regl oal and nauonal 
roum.unems. Ilagt�ns n pit hed aU -8 
IIlnlllgs with a 0,60 earm:d run average, 
all wlIlg 10 hit!>, smklng U[ 37 anc.l 
walkll1g JUSt rhree. 

Three other Lure� \\'1'1'1' h nored as 
all-r umamenr pICks: llUtficlJcr 
Monressa (ahtano '13, IOfidder 
Am;lJlda 110111'13, and infielder Haley 
H;lJ"ihaw '1 J. 

In addlcion ro being rhe rOllma
menr's Most Outstanding Player, 

Hagensen was also named rh . 1 I nda 
Sporrs A\\'Jrd Division IIJ Player llf rh.' 
Year, recogniZing her as the c p 
Division rn female arhlete. 

Head coach Enn Van No trand and 
assis[.1J1l COol he Greg eele}" Tiffany 
Mc a', Dena 1 Iarkovm:h and Dena 
Slye \\'ere also honored Ther were 
nametl DiviSion III JII n3,1 C()Jchlll 
ScalT of the Yl'ar by (he NatIOnal 
FasLPII.:-h Coache Associ,l[tlll1 (NfCA). 



PLU's four Fulbright recipients for 2012: Carolyn 
Hylander, Caitl in Walton, Mycal Ford and 
Gretchen Elyse Nagel. 

Fulbright total reaches 91 
hen it comes (0 amassing 
prestigious internacional fel
lowships, PLU keeps adding 

to an already impressive (otal. This year, 
four PLU srudents increased the num
ber of student U. S. Fulbright recipients 
since 1975 (0 91. 

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State, the Fulbright program was estab
lished in 1946 by the U.S. Congress (0 

"enable the government of the United 
States (0 increase mutual understanding 
between people of the United Scates and 
the people of other countries." 

This year, all four 2012 graduates -
Carolyn l-l)'lander, Caitlin Wal(On, 
Gretchen Elyse Nagel and Mycal Ford -
received prestigious Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistant positions, which 
allows the recipients to spend half their 
time teaching English, and the other 
half taking part in community service or 
research. 

It is fair (0 say that Gretchen Elyse 
Nagel speaks for the group when she 
anticipates her upcoming experience: 
"Receiving a Fulbright is an unbeliev
able opportunity and it will open doors 
I haven't even considered yet, nor imag
ined. I look forward (0 the growth it will 
bring on personal and professional lev
els through fresh perspectives, learning 
curves and losing my comfort zone." 

Carolyn Hylander, a double major in 
Hispanic studies and global srudies 
from Seattle, will split her time teaching 
English at the Universidad de Ibague in 
Ibague, Colombia, and researching 

U.S.-Colombia free trade policies. 
Caitlin Walton, from Colorado 

Springs, Colo., received a bachelor of 
arts in elementary education. She will 
be teaching English in Malaysia, as well 
as working (0 engage the community 
through different activities, workshops 
and games. 

Gretchen Elyse Nagel, from 
Portland, Ore., majored in German and 
will be teaching English in Baden
Wlirttemberg, German)'. In addition, 
she'll work on after school activities (0 

encourage community involvement 
and mutual understanding. 

Mycal Ford, from Tukwila, Wash., 
double-majored in Chinese studies and 
political science. He has accepted a 
teaching assistantship in Kaosiung, 
Taiwan, and as part of a service project, 

he will be teaching hip-hop 
choreography. 

Inauguration festivities 
set to begin Sept. 4 

o celebrate the installation of 
PLU's 13th president, Thomas 
W. Krise, numerous public 

events are being planned in September, 
beginning with the opening convoca
tion and inauguration ceremony, set 
for 8:45 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 4 in 
Olson Auditorium. The entire PLU 
community, including alumni and 
friends, are invited (0 the event. 

A Spirit Weekend celebration honor
ing President Krise will take place 

cOlltilllted Oil next page 

PLU HOMECOMING 2012 
September 28-30 

One or the grc:uc (IU} of rhe 1'1 U ,",,!,crienee' i� the tdatipnshir< .><it:lbh,h"J Jilrillg 
your time �ren( lrounu Llmpm! Cunnclt'With Hnm"ulmrng JnJ r anne.( wuh ill , 
",hn ",c:rc �n imr(ltranr parr or )'nur Pl. <=.<�romlc Whether rhn·.m: momma!"',. 
.1J",mau: , u::Ullma(c�, la�lIhy, (�tT or ilchlllll <lr.1I It>, run to (ollnCCI Jg,lln �r 

Ilome.:nming 21l 12! 
rhe da',e, "r 1 ')62. 1 '>T.!, 1977. I ')87. 1<),)1. 2U()1 �nd 1'1 Gmdu�res lJ rhe I a5t 

DeC-Ide wIlI.tll have I'",bl renninn alri\'iti�. W< invlIc the Jlumni "f th I�, Y'='It< 
to conne't in • 'pedal way this year Ul celchranon of rh("1t \lgnatic.tm anniversarle>. 

For romplell' detnils, including tinus, locntions lind pmel, ilS weD lIS to 
register for Homecoming, 

pie se VI It- www_plu u/ho co in 
Yo" may regilter online or by enlling the Office of Alumni And Constitrumt 

Relntions at BOO.ALUM.PLU or 253.535.7415. 
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here & now 
continued 

Satu rday, Sept. 8, in conjunction with 
the PLU vs. Califo rnia Lutheran foot
baH game. 

Two noted speakers will come to PLU 
as part of the inauguration festivities. 
Luis Alberto Urrea, author of "Into the 
Beautifu l  North," will be on cam pus 
on Sept. 13 at 7 :30 p.m. to discuss his 
novel that was the focus of PLU's 
Common Reading Program this year. 
Larry Rasmussen, professor e meritus 
of social ethics at Union Theological 
Seminary, will be the keynote speaker 
at the Lutheran Studies Conference on 
Sept. 20 at 7 p.m. 

A local community service p roject in 
recogni tion o f  the inaugu ration will 
occur on Sept. 22. A special concert 
pe rfo rmance m honor o f  the new presi
dent will take place in Lagerquist 
Concert Hall on Se pt. 2 5. The All 
Alumni Homecoming Soiree at the 
Hotel M urano on Sept. 2 9  will close 
the month-long inaugural celebration. 

For more information on the inaugura
tion, visit plu.edujinauguration. 

Foege receives Medal 
of Freedom 

illiam roege '57 was named 
as one of 1 3  recipients this 
year of the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest 
civi lian award. 

The medal is awarded to individuals 
who have made es pecially meri torious 
contribu rions to the securi ty or nation
al i nterests of the United States, to 
world peace, or to cultu ral or other sig
n i ficant public or private endeavors. 

RET RING 
F CULTY 

Ann Kelleher 
, I 

regu r ren 
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President Barack Obama presents the Presidential  Medal of Freedom to Wi l l iam Foege during a 
ceremony at the White House on May 29. IOHic ia l  Wh.ite House Photo by Chuck Kennedy.) 

Foege, 7 6, a p hysician and epidemiol
ogist, helped lead the successful cam
paign to e radicate smallpox in the 
1970s. He was appoi nted director o f  the 
Cente rs for Disease Control and 
Prevention in 1 977 and, with col
leagues, founded the Task Force for 
C h ild Survival in 1 984. 

Foege became executive director of 
The Carter Center in 198 6  and contin
ues to serve the organization as a senior 
fellow. He has served on the PLU board 
of regents and received an honorary 
doctorate from PLU in 2000.  He also 
helped shape the global health work o f  
the Bill and Melinda Gates Fou ndation, 
and remains a cham pion of a wide 
array of issues ,  including child su rvival 
and development, inj u ry p revention, 
and p reventative medicine. 

Paula Leitz 
I ,  J 

[) 

680 graduates - and 
Loren Anderson -
begin life after PLU 

n his last address as the president o f  
Pacific Lutheran University, Loren J. 
Anderson told the 680 assembled 

master's and bachelor's graduates on 
May 2 9  to p ractice the attitude of grati
tude, cou rage and wonder. 

Cou nting h i mself as an honorary 
Class of 20 12 graduate, Anderson 
acknowledged that stepping Ou t 
beyond the "Lu tedome" can be an 
u nsettling and anxious time. He 
encouraged the assembled graduates, 
along with the thousands of fam ily 
members who packed the Tacoma 
D o me, to view life with gratitude, 

Dennis Martin 
I 1 I I 

'ul� n:llre&: 

Chris Ferguson 



"which will make sense of our past, bring 
peace for today and create a vision for 
tomorrow." He reminded the graduates 
that .hey have all been nurtured and 
loved by a village "that cares for you 
deeply and to whom you matter greatly." 

Anderson retired as president on May 
31 after 20 years of service to PLU. 

Zylstra to lead PLU's 
Center for Community 
Engagement and Service 

oel Zylstra '05 has been appointed 
PLU's new director of The Center for 
Communiry Engagement and 

ervice, which operates under the Career 
Conneccions department. His job is to 
connect PLU to the cOl11muniry, be it 
through working with faculry to suppOrt 
service-learning in a class, or talking with 
community leaders about opportunities 
and concerns in Tacoma or Parkland, 
and then deciding how PLU might be 
involved in [he project. 

PLU's mission is about reaching out, 

getting involved and making a differ

ence for individuals in the nearby 

Tacoma and Parkland community. 

The way Zylstra sees it, PLU's mission 
is all about reaching out, getting 
involved and making a difference for 
individuals in the nearby Tacoma and 
Parkland community. 

"The community really is a classroom 
for the students," Zylstra said. "And the 
campus is an invaluable resource for the 
communiry." 

Eventually, Zylstra would like to see 
PLU known as much for its involvement 
in the local communiry as it is now 
known for its nationally recognized 
study-away programs. 

"Communiry service is great for resume 
building, no doubt," he added. "But it's 
also pare of PLU's mission revolving 
around what it means to be a citizen, 
what it means to be a good neighbor, and 
our individ ual and collective responsibili
ry to participate in our communiry." [ID 

Joel Zylstra, PLU's new director of The Center for Community Engagement and Service, at James Sales 
Elementary School, one of three schools where he is developing a mentoring .program. 

ACCOLADES 

Jason Skipper, 
associate professor 
of English, was fea
tured as 2012 festi
val author at the 
annual Get Lit! fes
tival at Eastern 

Washington University in Spokane. 
The event took place April 9-15, 
20 1 2. Skipper just released his first 
novel, "Hustle." 

Nathalie op de Beeck, associate 
professor of English, received the 
Children's Literature Association 
Book Award for "Suspended 
Animation: Children's Picture Books 
and the Fairy Tale of Modernity" 
(University of Minnesota Press). 

Jessica Sklar, associate professor 
of math, edited the volume 
"Mathematics in Popular Culture: 

Essays on Appearances in Film, 
hction, Games, Television and 
Other Media" (McFarland Press). 

David Wolff, associate professor 
of computer science and computer 
engineering, published "OpenGL 
4.0 Shading Language Cookbook" 
(Packt Publishing). 

Richard Nance, 
professor of music 
and director of 
choral activities, 
has been invited 
along with the 
Choir of the West 

to perform at the 20 13 national 
meeting of the American Choral 
Directors Association in Dallas. 
The event takes place March 13- 1 6. 
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I if 
The one book everyone at PLU is reading this summer 

In the eyes of Starre 

Helm) an English 

major who helped 

select the book) the 

arrival of this novel 

is an easy) and 

interesting, wa)! for 

students to become 

acclimated to the 

intellectual rigor 

associated with 

classes at PLU. N 

hen first-year students 
showed-up to campus this 
June fo r the class registration 

sessions called Charting Yo u r  Course, 
they left with more than course catalogs 
and paperwork associated with their 
newly regis tered classes. 

They also left with the novel "Into the 
Beau tiful North," by Luis Alberto Urrea, 
and a series of study ques tions associat
ed with the book. 

Homework already?!! 
Not really. B u t  every i ncoming stu

dent is belng asked to read the novel as 
part of an innovative new program at 
PLU. 

8 PLU SCENE FALL 2012 > LIFE OF THE MINO 

I 10 I 
B u ul 

In the eyes o f S tarre Helm ' 12, an 
English major who helped select the 
book, the arrival of this novel is an easy, 
and i nteresting, way for students to 
become acclimated to the intellectual 
rigor associated with classes at PLU. 

Helm was part of a small pilot reading 
program dunng orientation when she 
was a first-year student. She loved it .  
She also remembers what happened to 
her when she was i n  h e r  first class a few 
days later. 

"The p rof asked the first q uestion 
about something we read, and I remem
ber thmking to myself, 'Oh my gosh! I 
would have never thought of that!' I 

orlb 

freaked-out a l ittle bit - this was not 
l ike high school," she said. 

"But I could start feeling my brain 
shift gears, thanks in part to the book 
discussions we did during orientation," 
Helm continued. "I  relaxed, and soon 
the class wasn't  nearly as scary and 
intimidating." 

That is exactly the point, said Amber 
Baillon, associate director of student 
involvement and leadership, and co
director of the Common Reading 
Program. She sees the p rogram as a 
great - and fun - way for students to 
encounter college expectations, even 
before school starts. 



"I kind of think of it as a sneak-peek 
of what you'll get our of your college 
education," Baillon said. 

"We wanr every student to starr at 
PLU with at least one shared experi
ence," said Matthew Levy, assistant pro
fessor of English and Common Reading 
Program co-director. "And it is impor
tanr CO us that it is an inrellecrual expe
rience involving communi cation, com
m unity and critical thinking - the 
themes of our Fi rst-Year Experience 
Program." 

It won't juSt be first-year srudents tak
ing parr in the program. PLU faculry 
members, staff and returning students 

are also encouraged co pick up the 
book. The goal is to have as many peo
ple as possible read the novel by 
September orienration, ensuring that near
ly everyone has at least one shared experi
ence with the incoming class of2016. 

During orienration, faculry and staff 
will be taking parr in a panel discussion 

of the book, as well as lead ing 
s mall-group discussions with 
other PLU studenrs. 
Addi tionally, the author him
self, Luis Alberto Urrea, will be 
coming to campus on Sept. 13 
to discuss his novel. 

According to Baillon, these 
events - including the author 
reading - are about having a 

common starting point where 
everyone (fac ulry included!) 
can begin to talk about their 
lives, their own identi ry, and 

the many differenr lenses through 
which we perceive life. 

"Studenrs who make connec tions 
with faculry and staff outside of nor
mal class time and who make intellec
rual interests parr of their social life 
with peers are usually going to be more 
successful," said Levy. 

Some professors are also inregrating 
the book into their curriculum. Lisa 
Marcus, associate professor of English, 
plans to teach the book in her Writing 
101 seminar on "Banned Books." She 
wants srudenrs to recognize that Urrea's 
book has been banned in Arizona as part 
of a push to suppress ethnic studies, par-

ticularly works that address Mexican
American history and experience. 

Students in her cou rse - after reading 
about several controversial banning 
cases around race and sexual orienta
tion - will take up Urrea's book in the 
context of the Tucson School Board's 
decis ion to remove h is works and m any 
others, including Shakes peare's "The 
Tempest," from the high school curricu
l u m  for fear that they would provoke 
ethnic pride and separatism.  

She stresses that beyond the story and 
relatabiliry of the characters, it is impor
tanr to think about the book in terms 
of currenr discourse and legislation 
about immigration and 
Americanization, discourse that can be 

ugly, ideological and censorious. While 
such topics may be weighry for first-year 
students, s he believes that bringing these 
topics to the classroom in a studenr's 
first semester in college is crucial to fos
tering critical thinking, an i mportant 
goal of the First-Year Experience 
Program. 

For Helm, as she looks back 011 the 
pilot project in which she partici pated, 
she knows it was absolutely the right way 
to start her  college education. She's glad 
others - an entire cohort of students -
can now do the same. 

"Was there a better way to start 
college?" Helm asks. She doesn't think 
so."I knew from the moment I got 
my book, PLU was invested in my 
education." [ill 

-Steve Hansen 





. ore than 17,500 people provided 
generous support at all levels. These 
gifts are having a huge "mpact on 
cam us today that will continue for 
generations to come. 

r--___ he university's mosr recent fundraising campaign 
was launched amid buoyant economic rimes, in 
October 2007. By a year larer, the bubbl e  had 
b u rst, ushering in rhe Grear Recession and years 
of financial turbulence. 

Srill, rhe campaign concluded May 31, 2012, surpassing irs 
$100 m i llion goal wirh gifrs and pledges totaling $122 mil
lion. 

Ir raised 510.3 million in endowment for academ ics and 
mission and 513.7 million in endowment for student scholar
ships.  

Capital projecr su pport totaled $31.3 million for rhe renova
tion of academic and arhlerics, recreation and well ness facili
ties. 

Annual operaring su pport and special projects rounded our 
the campaign at $23.1 million. 

"The overwh elming success of rhe campaign during u ncer
rain rimes is a tribute to rhe loyalty and resolve of the univer
sity's alu mni and friends," said Steve Olson, vice president for 
development and university relarions. 

"Parricipation i n  the campaign was i ncredible," Olson said. 
"More than 17,500 people provided generous support at all 
levels. These gifts are having a hu ge i mpact on campus today 
rhat will continue for generarions to come." 

Volunteer leadersh i p  for "Engage rhe World: The Campaign 
for Pacific Lutheran Universi ty" was headed by PLU Regent 
Brad Tilden '83, CEO of Alaska Air Group.  He credits Loren 
Anderson, former un ivers ity presidel1C, for his role in setting 
campaign priorities and meering campaign goals. 

"President Anderson's vision and leaders hip quite lirerally 
transformed the university," Tilden said. "The relationsh ips 
he built  wirh alumni, regents and friends of the university, 
time after rime, resulted in generous s upport borh for the 
mission of the u niversity and for the campaign. 

"From major bequesrs such as rhe one from Karen Phillips 
to a new graduare's firs t gift to the annual fund, Loren knew 
that donors give from the beart when rhey believe in rhe 
m ission. He had tbe unique talent to connect them to 
tbeir passion for PLU," Tilden said. 

Karen Hille Phillips Center 

for the Performing Arts 

The single largesr gifr du ring rhe campaign was a $15 mil
lion bequest from Karen H ille Phillips. Combined wirh her 
liferime giving of $10 million, the bequest made her the un i
versiry's largesr benefactor ever. 

Her gifts have supported student scholarships,  rhe endow
ment and capital projecrs, including the renovation of 
Easrvold Hall which was recently renamed the Karen Hille 
Phillips Center for rhe Performing Arts. 

Scheduled for completion i n  the fall of 20 13, the center will 
house a remodeled Easrvold Auditorium, rhe new Srudio 
Theater and the scene shop. It will be the finest performing 
arcs center in the So uth Sound area. 

Tower Chapel will also be renovated, and has been renamed 
the Ness Family Chapel. Ir is funded through a generous gifr 
from Kaare and Sigrunn Ness, their children Arne Ness '69 
and Ci ndy Ness, as well as grandson Shane Ness '99. 

The Easrvold renovation project has been a decades-long 
effort. H u ndreds of donors - including many th rough class 
reunion gifts - have contribu red to rhe project. Fundraising 
continues for naming spaces and rhearer seats and for con
triburing to rhe Chapel Builders fund. 

Student Scholarship Support 

Campaign support to help ensu re access for all students 
regardless of f inancial need came in two forms: annual sup
port and endowment gifts. These gifts for scholarships also 
enable the university to attract a diverse group of students 
and enrich rhe PLU experience for all. 

More rban 370 people gave at leasr $1,000 of unrestricted 
support ann ually for at leasr five years of the campaign. Tbeir 
combined contribu tions amou nted to more than 53,252,544 
and much of that support went to student scholarsh ips. 

In addition, a total of$13 million was given to rhe cam
paign in endowed, named student scholarships of $25,000 or 

NEXT PAGE 
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En the World 

B e umbers (In millions) 

Endowment 

(Ensuring Student Access): 

$13.7 million 
General Campaign: / $1.1 m;!l;on 

Operating S 

and Speci 

Project 

$23.1 Ilion 

Endowment 

(Academics 

and Mission): 

$10.3 million 

port 

Capital Projects: 
$31.3 million 

Deferred: 

$42.6 million 

TOTAL $122.1 million 
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more. That resulted in more than $650,000 a year available for 
student financial aid. 

Among the hundreds of endowments established for 
student scholarships are these: 

A Global Scholars Grant that provides $100,000 a year [0 

fund study abroad for low income students. It was first estab
lished with a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. 

Transfer students studying business now benefit from an 
endowment established by Doug Saugen '79 and his wife Vicky 

The Katherine Kandel and Elizabeth Oleksak Scholarship 
for the \Vomen's Center supports student research and pro
gramming at the center. 

And Lynn (Geschwind '71) Ostenson, in memory of her late 
husband Richard Ostenson '71, established an endowed 
scholarship for African-American students studying in the 
natural sciences. 

Endowment for Academics and Mission 

Gifts [0 the campaign led to the creation of four endowed 
chairs and an endowed professorship. These endowments 
help attract and retain top faculty, bring public recognition to 
the university and its programs by providing salary support, 
travel, research stipends and public programming funds. 

Kurt and Pam Mayer,Joe and Gloria Mayer, Natalie Mayer
Yeager, Nancy Powell, Carol Powell Heller and Harry Heller 
provided major support to endow the Kurt Mayer Chair in 
Holocaust Studies. 

Dale andJolita Benson (both '63) established two endowed 
chairs, the Benson Family Chair in Business and Economic 
History and the Jolita HyLland Benson Chair in Elementary 
Education. The Bensons have also been major contributors to 
many campus projects and programs including endowed sup
port for student scholarships. 

An anonymous donor provided an endowment gift to fund 
a Chair in Lu theran Studies, first held by Professor Samuel 
Torvend '73. 

The Svare-Toven Norwegian and Scandinavian Studies 
Professorship is named in honor of Trygve Svare and Audun 
Town. Trygve Svare taught at PLU for more than three 
decades spanning the 1920s and 1940s. The late Professor of 
Scandinavian Studies, Audun Toven, founded PLU's 
Scandinavian Studies Program. The Svare family and Toven 
raised the funds needed [0 establish the professorship. 

Other new endowments included a gift from Linda (Knutzen 
'63) Barbo and her husband, Chuck. It ensures continued fund
ing for the university's Wild Hope Project, including faculty and 
staff seminars on vocation and student programs. 

And a bequest from Norm Forness '58 created an endow
ment [0 be used [0 enhance connections between the universi
ty and alumni who live on the East Coast. 



Rieke Science Center 

Funding for the renovation of the Rieke Science Center was 
begun during the campaign and will continue as a university 
priority for the immediate furure. The transformed center 
will provide 88,500 square feet of classroom and research 
space for biology, chemistry, computer science, geosciences, 
physics and environmental studies. 

Among the projects planned for Rieke that were completed 
during the campaign was the Louis and Lydia Sheffels 
Biology Laboratory. It was made possible by the suppOrt of 
Carol (Sheffels '58) Quigg, Jerry Sheffels '54 and the enrire 
Sheffds family. The Sheffels family has also pledged support 
for a new Rieke greenhouse/laboratory that will suppOrt both 
teaching and research. 

Early in the campaign, a nuclear magnetic resonance spec
trometer was brought online in Rieke. Faculty and stlldem 
researchers use it to study the bonding of atoms in a mole
cule to gain a better understanding of chemical compounds. 
Funded by the campaign and the National Science 
Foundation, the facility is one of the first of its kind located 
at a \Vest Coast undergraduate university. Contributors 
included Jon '63 and Mari Kvinsland, Naomi (Roe '53) and 
Don '50 Nothstein, and Gene '62 and Carla '64 LeMay. 

Martin J. Neeb Center 

A new home for the university's award-winning jazz and 
NPR news radio station, KPLU, was funded by the campaign. 
It was named for Marrin J. Neeb who served as general man
ager of the station from 1981 to 2007. Martin's brother, Larry 
Neeb, a PLU regent, was the largest single benefactor of the 
building. 

Athletics, Wellness and Recreation 

Capital, Projects 

Several capital projects funded during the campaign serve 
the athletic, recreational, physical education and wellness 
needs of the campus. 

Wilson Constru([ion and the Don '74 and Kim '76 Wilson 
family made the lead gift to fund the construction of an all
weather, multipurpose athletic field on lower campus. 
Construction on the field and an adjacent new grass field will 
be complete in the fall. 

The gymnasium floor in Olson Audirorium was resurfaced. 
Olson upgrades also include new bleachers, remodeled locker 
rooms and a new scoreboard, thanks to lead gifts from the 
Names Family Foundation and Allan Kollar '70 of AJ Kollar 
Fine Paintings, as well as many other donors. 

Exercise equipment in the Names Family Fitness Center 
received a major upgrade as a result of a gift from James and 
Shirley Rippey and PLU Regent Jeff Rippe)' '78. It houses free 
weights, resistance machines and cardiovascular exercise 
equipment. 

Additional capital investments b)! the university on lower 
campus included a resurfaced running track and new baseball 
bleachers. A lead gift for a synthetic baseball infield was pro
vided by Regent Lisa (Miles '84) and Tim Kittilsby '84. 

Operating Support and Special Projects 

The "Engage the World" campaign aJso provided support 
for the university's annual operating budget and for special 
proJe([s. 

Each year $2.3 million in contributions to the annual fund 
went directly to support immediate needs on campus. That 
support is critical to providing Q Club scholarships to Stll
dents in need, and sustaining the quality of academic pro
grams, co-curricular activi ties and the full array of other oper
atlons on campus. 

A number of special academic projects were also made pos
sible with campaign support. They include $800,000 in foun
dation support for a new School of Nursing outreach pro
gram in geriatric care. 

And campaign support provided for activities outside the 
classroom. Co-curricular support included gifts for Campus 
Ministry, the Scandinavian Culrural Center and MediaLab. [] 

Loren a n d  MaryA n n  A n d e rson 

Neal Arntso n '58 and Joyce A r n tson 

L inda (K nutzen) Barbo ' 63 a n d  C h a r l es Barbo 

Bruce Bjerke '72 
Robert Gomulk iew icz '83 
David Greenwood '74 and Margaret Greenwood '74 
Lisa ( Mi l es '84) a n d  T i m  '84 K i t t i lsby 

Lisa Ki nd Korsmo '87 a n d  J o h n  Korsmo '84 
K n u t  Olson '90 a n d  K i m  M o rter Olson '88 
Carol Q u i gg '58 
Brad '83 a n d  Da n i e l l e  '85 T i l d e n  
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"That means a lot to the faculty," s h e  
said, "He has credibi lity, he has experi
ence, he's been there. He's one of us." 

He is  one of them. Prior to his 
appoin tment at PLU, Krise was dean of 
the College of the Pacific at the 
University of the Pacific in Stockton, 
Calif., and c hair of the department of 
English at the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando. 

He's also a military man, a 1 983 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, serving 22 years of active 
duty, retiring with the rank of lieu
tenant colonel.  Among his many 
accomplishments there, Krise was the 
founder and first director of the Air 
Force H umanities InstitLIte at the 
academy. 

Given this eclectic and wide-ranging 
background, it should not be surpris
ing h ow vast, and expansive, his inter
ests are. Both he and Patty are avid 
hikers and boaters. Krise will q uickly 
pull  you into fast-moving conversa
tions, complete with animated hand 
gestLIres to i l lustrate the story and his  
favorite topics, such as  teaching, 18th
century Caribbean literature, two years 
living aboard a sailboat, the value of a 

Thomas Krise 
QUICK FACTS 
Career: President, Pacific Lutheran 

University; Dean of the College of the 

Pacific at the University of the Pacific, 

Stockton, Calif.; Chair of the 

Department of English at the University 

of Central Florida, in Orlando, Florida. 

Prior to UCF, he served 22 years in the 

U.S. Air Force, retiring with the rank of 

lieutenant colonel. He worked on the 

faculty of the Air Force Academy in 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. While 

there, he founded and became the first 

director of the Air Force Humanities 

Institute and deputy head of the 

Department of English and Fine Arts at 

the academy. He's served as a senior 

military fellow of the Institute for 
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l iberal arts education, food and coffee. 
Especially coffee. 

In a hobby that will certainly give h i m  
street-cred among Northwesterners, 
Krise buys his  beans green - preferably 
from the Blue Mountains of Jamaica -
and then roasts the m  with his own 
roaster at home. 

Krise's connection to the Caribbean 

National Strategic Studies in 

Washington, D.C., and as vice director 

of the National Defense University 

Press. 

began early. Born Thomas Warren Krise 
in San Antonio, Texas, the son and 
grandson of U.S.  Army medical service 
officers, Krise spent his childhood on 
bases across the United States and in 
Germany. When his father, Edward 
Krise, retired from the a rmy and acade
mia, the family began sailing, racing 
and running a c harter service based in 

Education: Earned his bachelor's 

degree in history from the United States 

Air Force Academy in 1983, a master of 

science in human resources manage

ment from Central Michigan University 

in 1986, a master of arts in English lan

guage and literature from the University 

of Minnesota in 1989, and a PhD. in 

English language and literature from the 

University of Chicago in 1995. 

Academic Interests: Early Caribbean, 

early American, and 17th and 18th cen

tury British literature. Served as general 

editor of the McNair Papers monograph 

series and managing editor of War; 

Literature and the Arts: An International 

Journal of the Humanities. Published 

numerous articles and other works, 

including Caribbeana: An Anthology of 

English Literature of the West Indies, 



rhe U.S. Virgin Islands. His morher, 
Elizaberh Brad r Krise, is an experr navi
gacor and would navigare rhe boar on 
races and family excursions. 

For nearly cwo years, Krise lived full 
rime aboard a sailboar as a reenager. "I 
remember rhe boar pulling imo rhe har-

1657-1777. Lectu red on six cont inents 
and is a member of the Pacific Counci l  
on International Pol icy a n d  served as 
p resident of the Society of Early 
A m ericanists, fou n d e r  of the Early 
Cari bbean Society. 

Family: Married 25 years to Patricia 
Kr ise. Parents: Edward F.  Krise 
(deceased) and El izabeth A. Bradt. 
S ister: Patricia L. Kane, occupational 
therapist.  

Hobbies: Hi king, scuba diving, sai l ing,  
reading,  travel. roasts his  own coffee. 
Loves to check out local restaurants 
and good food in genera l .  

T h e  man has skil ls: Expert diver and 
sa i lor, and taught s u rvival ski l ls  w h i le at 
the U.5.  A i r  Force Academy. 

bor, leaping omo rhe dock and run
ning co rhe nearesr library. Ir was a 
refuge in a way," he said . 

Afrer rwo years of correspondence 
school via rhe Universiry of 

Nebraska, Krise's parenrs decided ir 
was rime for rheir son ro ger a real 

high school experience. They dropped 
him off ar an apar rmem in Sr. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands, ar rhe age of 14, and 
cominued sai ling, wirh frequem check
ins ro see how rheir youngesr was 
doing. Four years larer, he graduared 
from All Saims Carhedral School in a 

Television and books: Cu rrently read
ing the complete works of Ph i l i p  
Nordq uist on the h istories of PLU; Wolf 
Hall by H i l a ry Mantel (c hronic l i n g the 
rise and fal l  of Thomas Cromwell d u r
i ng Henry V I I I 's rei gn) ;  "The Borgias" 
on S howtime and "Mad Men" on A M C .  

What attracted h i m  to P L U :  "There 
was a spi rited sense of mission here 
that is rare and uncommon." 

Lutheran vs. Episcopa l:  Thomas Krise 
is the first PLU pres ident who is not 
Luthera n .  But he sees l i ttle d i fference 
in the theology between the two 
denominations. He notes that the 
Ep iscopal faith i s  rea l ly the Engl ish 
version of  Lutheranism. The two 
denominations share f u l l  com m u n ion 
and are very s imi lar  in  their l i turgy. The 

c lass of 18 gradu
ares, mosr of whom 
srill garher on 

Chrisrmas Eve in an 
annual garhering 
rha r rhe Krises 
always rry co arrend. 

Afrer graduarion, 
Krise considered sev
eral roures - clergy
man, reacher, lawyer. 
Ulrimarely, he rook 
a scholarship co rhe 
U.S. Air Force 
Academy as a scu
dem rcpreseming 
rhe Virgin Islands. 

Lack of 20-20 
vision ruled our 
being a pilor, so 

Krise inquired abour 
imclligcnce, which 
in cum, resulred in 
his being srarioned 

in Minor, Noreh Dakora, in rhe base
mem of a house rhar served as launch 
srarion for inrerconrinenral ballisric 
missiles. 

"Four years, one monrh, and one 
week," Krise dryly said of rhis dury, 
obviously nor his favorire copie. 

One good rhing came our of Minor, 
however. He mer his wife, Parricia Love, 
during an aerobics c lass. She was work
ing as a sales represenrarive in rhe Ford 
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Krises plan to jo in  University 
Congregation and have attended an 
Episcopal c h urch in Seattle, Trin ity 
Lutheran and St. Ma rk's by the Na rrows 
in Tacoma. 

Lucky #13: Thirteen seems to be a 
lucky n u m ber for the Krise fa mi ly. 
Krise's father, Edwa rd F. Krise, escaped 
from a POW camp in Germany dur ing 
W W I I  on Apr i l  13th, Krise's older S i ster, 
Patricia,  was born on May 13 a n d  
Thomas Krise was b o r n  i n  the 
thi rteenth year of h is  parents' marriage. 
And of course, he is the 13th president 
of PLU. 

Norwegian connection: Krise's mother, 
El izabeth A. Bradt, i s  descended from 
Norwegian i m m igrants who came to 
America in the 1630s. 
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Moror Company at the time, and h as 
s ince become an executive in charge of 
qua/icy contro!' The two will celebrate 
25 years of marriage on September 5, the 
day after Krise's inaugmation at PLU. 

The K rises spent years following their 
respective career paths, trying to stay in 
the same cicy, or at least the same state. 

Patty Krise 
A dedication to service and 
student engagement 
Focused. In a word, that would describe 

Patricia Krise. And friendly too. 

As she sits down for coffee outside the 

Old Main Market, she will admit that 

focus is a ski l l  that has come in handy 

during her last 25 years of working for 

the Ford Motor Company and the 

N issan Motor Corporation. She plans to 

continue to telecommute for Ford, 

working on Detroit time, so late after-
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In homage ro h is child hood in the 
Caribbean and h is love o f  h is to ry, he 
received his Ph.D.  in English language 
and literature fro m  the University of 
C hicago in 1 995.  His emphasis is in 
1 7th and 1 8 th-century early Caribbean, 
early American, and 17th and 1 8 th cen
tury British l i terature. 

Krise returned ro teaching at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. There he began lob
bying for a H umanities Insti tute, 
spending a year convincing skeptical 
mili tary brass that humanities and the 
liberal arts were cri tical ro shaping our 
nation's leaders. 

"It's really short-sighted to focus on 

turning out technically trained engi
neers, when in fact, as an officer you're 
never going to be a practicing engineer," 
he said. 

After a year of pushing and poli tick
i ng, he won - and the Air Force 
H umanities I nstitute was born. That 
d idn't mean the battle ended there. 
Whenever critiques were made about 
cadets studying l i terature or taking a 
pottery class, Krise would pull out the 
now-iconic picture of the hooded Abu 
G h raib prisoner. 

It  silenced his critics. Without saying 

noons and evenings can be left free for 

campus events and activities. 

" My main job here is to support Tom in 
his role, to help in any way possible. And 

to reach out to students," Krise said. 

She is currently working as a project 
manager for Ford Motor Credit. Her 

team looks for process improvements in 
Ford properties in the U.S., Canada and 
India. She is the early-bird of the team, 

often rising in the early morning to 

send work emails across the globe. 

Prior to her current position, she was a 

member of the executive team that set 

up a l,200-person call center in 



a word, Krise made the point that lead
ers cannot simply be smart and battle
field savvy - they must also be culturally 
sensitive and humane. 

With little prompting, Krise moves on to 
why a Liberal arts education is more impor
tant today than ever for students seeking 
positions of leadership in the world. 

This point was made when Krise, then 
a dean at the University of the Pacific, 
took a tour of the Google campus. The 
high-tech executives made it clear to 

Colorado Spr ings. She met her future 
h usband, however, when she was work
ing as a sales representative for Ford i n  
a territory that inclu ded M i not, N. D. 
She noticed Thomas Krise as they exit
ed an aerobics class at the same time. 

" I 'm sure it wou l d  be P i lates now, but 
there wasn't m u c h  to do in  M inot then," 
she laughed. "I guess you could cal l  us 
both exercise fanatics." 

She's a t h i rd generation Ford employee 
- and yes, both Krises drive Ford 
M u stangs - although she stresses that 
after receiving her MBA from Miami 
U n i versity i n  O hio, she rea l l y  hadn't 

Krise that they troll for 
graduates from liberal 
arts schools to add to 
their  cadre of employees. 

"They very deliberately 
hire every possible major 
for their work environ
ment," he said. 

The energy, the pas
sion for new ideas and the sense of 
vocation that he saw at Google is also 
some of the same attributes he values 
personally and ones that attracted 
him to PLU, he said. [n one way, he 
feels that coming to PLU, with its 
strong academic programs, as well as 
being near Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
has intertwined the threads of his life. 

"[ feel like everything in my life is 
coming together," he said, adding 
that both his academic and leadership 

planned to continue the fami ly  tradition. 
it was just the first place she found a job. 
The Indianapolis native received her 
bachelor of arts deg ree in business from 
Hanover College in Indiana. where she 
played D-I I I  volleyball and basketbal l .  

Kr ise was i m pressed by PLU when her 
h u s band was a candidate, when she 
was asked over and over what she 
would l i ke to do here. She was a lso 
i m p ressed by the warmth and dedica
tion to vocation on campus.  And a l so 
the personal dr ive that led stu dents to 
show up early in  the morning to meet a 
presidential cand idate. 

credentials will be valued here. 
Soon the meet-and-greets will turn 

to the types of things that, as he said, 
"keeps every college president up at 
night." Until then, both he and Patty 
will continue to introduce themselves 
to the PLU community. 

At one of PLU's summer traditions -
the berry festivals - the Krises step OLlt 
of the Hague Administration Building, 
they are greeted by the warm sounds 
of Caribbean music from a steel drum 
band. Before he starts in describing 
the origin of the music and drums, 
Tom Krise just listens. And enjoys. It 
was an unplanned, serend ipitous 
welcome home. [ID 

For more on Pres ident Krise; 
www.plu.edu/what-is-he-Ilke 

" It  was 8 a.m. and we expected a few 
students to show u p," she recal led. 
" I n stead about 20 were there and asked 
tough, sharp questions." 

She a lso learned early that t here are 
Lutes everywhere. W hen word spread 
that her h u s band had accepted the 
position to become PLU's 13th presi
dent, both their  emails where flooded 
with congratu lations from Lutes on 
campus welcoming them to PLU. On 
the move from Stockton, Cal i f.,  they 
stopped by Ashland, Ore., at a bed and 
breakfast. The only other guests th ere 
were, of course, Lutes. 
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liTo su m u p  my PLU expe r i ence i s  
near ly  i m poss i b l e  - I ca n ta l k  
a bout it for h o u rs, cons i d e r i n g  
a l l  the opportu n it i es I h ave been 
b l essed with, and a l l  the peo p l e  
that I have met a l ong t h e  way. " 

Chelsea Putnam. who received her fine a rts degree 
i n  cera m ics, came to PLU from East Wenatchee, 
Wash ., to run track. During her years, she a lso 
became a Rieke Scholar, a Diversity Advocate, and 
president of the Art Club. 

I nterviews by Chris  Al bert 
Photos by John Froschauer 
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li My t ime at  PLU has been a se lf-d is
coveri ng j o u rney. It p resented me the 
opportun ity to learn more a bout the 
world,  o u r  com m u n ity, a n d  my pas
s ion to f i g ht aga i nst soc ia I i nj u st ices. " 

Tacoma native Angela Pierce was a member of the first cadre 
of Act Six Scholars at PLU . A grad uate a n  socia l  work. she 
received a Dudl ey Edmondson Fellows h i p  in Youth 
Development and Ed ucat ion through the YMCA and 
Amer icorps in Seattle. After the 1 5-month fel l owship, she 
plans to get her masters in social work.  

" I 've had some so l i d ath l et ic  a n d  aca d e m i c  
successes a n d  m a d e  som e  e n d u r i n g  re la
t ionsh i ps in  the process - I don't fee l l i ke I 
have left a nyth i ng u n done. " 

Alex U moges ca me to PLU from Va ncouver, Wash . •  because it was the 
best fit for hIm academica l l y  and personal ly - he knew the nu rsi ng 
p rogram was highly regarded. and he could al so com pete with the 
swi m  tea m. N u rsing degree In hand, he's now preparing for the 
National Council  Licensure Exam in ation fo r his RN cert ification. 
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" I  wa nted to expe r ie nce a n  
u rban a rea i n  a contro l l ed e nvi
ron ment, a n d  I wa nted to p l ay 
soccer for a u n ive rs ity i n  the 
Northwest Confe re nce. B ut most 
i mporta ntly, I knew that PLU had 
an extremely stron g  b io logy pro
g ra m  backed by a wonderfu l 
g ro u p  of ded icated p rofessors 
who rea l ly do ca re a bout the i r  
stude nts' success . " 

Riley Hoyer. from Libby. M ont_. wi l l  be taking h i s  
biology degree t o  t h e  U n iversity o f  A rizona . where 
he has been accepted to med ica l school .  He says that 
by attend i ng PLU. he avoided becom i ng j ust a stu
dent I .D .  n u m be r. but was a recog nizable face. 



" I  fi nd myself co nsta ntly fi l led with 
i nsp i rat i o n  to fi nd where my g rea 
pass ions meet the wo r ld's grea 
needs I have learned so much a 
myse lf  - and the world - tha I 
eve n fathom the extent to W I 

have grown ove r th la  fou r  y'AJ:I� 

A ChI nese studies major from Sn ohomish Wash.,.l M __ . .. 
Begley hopes to tea(h Engll5h In Guangxi, China fOr .a; YJeiIt 
After that, she plans to get her mastetS degree lnl; :ttit�� 
tiona I relations and; eventua� to work for the un 
Nations, the State Department. or a nEJln-g�r'nn.'I�" : 
organ ization . 

II l 've l ea rned about the way we te l l  stor ies 
to ourse lves a n d  to o u r  com m u n it ies - and 
J 've tra i n ed to be the most effective engag
ing sto ryte l l er that I ca n be. "  

When Jordan Beck came to PLU from Portland, Ore., to interview for a 
Regents' Scho larsh i p, he had such a profound discussion with the 
interviewer, he thought to h imse lf: " what a great conversation - who 
ca res if I get the scho larship?" He did get it, and four years later, he 
wi l l  be taking his  theater deg ree to the Wool ly  Mammoth Theatre 
Company in Washi ngton, D.C. IID 

To see l o n ger versions of these 
i ntervi ews - p l us 23 more from PLU's 
graduating c lass of 20 1 2  - visit 
www.choose.plu.edu/own-words 
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2 0 1 2  ALUMNI 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Distinguished Alumnus Award 

For his  o u rsranding contribu tions co 
television, tech no logy and higher educa
tion, and for his conrinued dedication co 
the universi ty, Ray Heacox '76 receives 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

Heacox has served as p resident and 
general manager of King Broadcasting 
(Belo Corp, Seattle) since 2005. Prior CO 

joining Belo Seattle, Heacox was the fi rst 
direccor of the Paul F. Harron Graduate 
Program in Television Management at 
Drexel University in Phi ladelphia where 
he was charged with creating the (Wo
year, full  time, dual-degree (MS/MBA) 
curriculum. D u ri ng the 1 990s Heacox 
held several prominent management 
pos i tions with NBC i ncluding president 
and general manager of KNBC in Los 
Angeles and execurive vice president of 
sales for the NBC-owned and operated 
station group. He left NBC in 2000 co 
become president, and later CEO, o f  
Media Ocean Inc., a business-co-business 
technology company. 

Heacox is also chair of the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society/G reater 
Northwest Chapter, trustee and vice 
chair of the Arrs Fund Board, a member 
o f  the Seattle Children's Hospital 
Foundation Board, a member of the 
Bcnaroya Research Institu te Board of 
D irectors and a past member o f  the 
NBC Affil iates Board. 

Heacox wears his black and gold with 
pride and has served the PLU communi
ty several times by engaging faculty, staff 
and s tudents in his office in Seattle and 
on campus. 

Distinguished Alumnus Award 
obert om tlkic . cz 
For outstanding achievemenr as an 

attorney and in community service, 
Robert Gomulkiewicz '83 receives the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

In 1 9 9 1, Gomulkiewicz joined the 
M icrosoft Corporation as associate gen
eral counsel where he led a group o f  
lawyers p roviding legal counsel for devel
opment of Microsoft's major systems 
software, desktop applications, and 
developer tools software, i ncluding 
Windows and Office. 

Gomulkiewicz joined the University of 
Washington School of Law faculty in 
2002 to direct the graduate program in 
Intellectual Property Law and Policy. He 
cu rrently serves as the University of 
Washington Law Foundation Professor 
o f  Law and as the school's chair and 
director for Academics, Law, Technology 
and Arts G roup. 

Gomulkiewicz is also active in several 
community organizations, having served 
on the boards of Rural Development 
Institute, Independent Colleges of 
Washington, and Camp Fire USA. He 
has also performed pro bono work for 
the Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project, representing refugees. 

Elected to PLU's Board o f  Regents in 
200 1 ,  Gomulkiewicz p roudly served h is 
alma mater in this capacity for nine 
years and was chair o f  the board fro m  
200 6 t o  20 1 0. He was also t h e  chair of 
the Xavier Hall Restoration Commi ttee 
and led the effort co name the Philip 
Nordquist Lecture Hall in honor of his 
beloved PLU history pro fessor. 

Outstanding Recent Alumnus 
ary Lcepc 

For her outstanding achievements as an 
attorney and for her service to i m m igrant 
communities, Mary Beth Leeper '00 receives 
the O u rstanding Recent Alumnus Award. 

Upon graduation fro m  PLU, where she 
double-majored in Spanish and global stud
ies, Leeper began a vollunteer commitment 
with the Mennon ite Central Committee in 
Bolivia, serving as a Working Children's 
Program educator with the non-profit 
organization PRONATs. After completing 
her th ree-year commitment to MCC in 
Bolivia, Leeper returned to the United 
States and became the volunteer liaison for 
the MCC in the Seattle area. 

Fully bili ngual and with ourstanding 
intercultural and interpersonal skills, she 
secured a parr-time job in an after-school 
program for Latino youth through the 
Auburn School District. 

For the next three years, she worked for the 
City of Auburn. As Cu .lttlral Diversity Liaison, 
she helped policy makers understand the 
changing needs of Auburn and helped devel
op a program in which new immigrants 
would have leadership opportunities. 

In 20 10 Leeper gr:lduated fro m  Seattle 
University'S School of Law with honors. She 
was awarded the CAU Excellence for F urure 
Award in Advanced Immigration Law. She 
was h i red as the Chi ldren's Coordinating 
Attorney for the American Bar Association's 
Volunteer Advocated for ImmigramJustice 
in Seattle. She is now associate attorney 
with Hanis, Irvine, Prothero in Kent, Wash. ,  
where she continues to represent immi
grant adults in removal proceedings. 



Special Recognition Award 
b 0 

As a friend of PLU who has 
uniquely served the universiry, Bob 
Robertson receives the Special 
Recogn ition Award. 

R6berrson ranks among the 
Norrhwest's greatest sportscasters. 
After college, Robertson passed on a 
chance to play minor-league baseball 
fo r the Porrland Beavers co broad
cast games for the Wenatchee 
Chiefs, a m inor-league baseball team 
in the Class B Western International 
League. He spent 1 955-56 at the 
Un iversiry of Notre Dame b road
casting sports and moved to Fresno, 
Calif., in 1 95 6  co cal l baseball 
games. ill 1 964, he was h i red to be 
the voice of Washington State 
Un iversi ry. 

Robertson has a nnounced WSU 
football for the past 45 years, and 
early in the 20 1 1  season, logged his 
SOOth game with the Cougars. In 
1999, he began broadcasting games 
for the minor-league Spokane 
Indians baseball team. Robertson 
has also provided play-by-play for 
the Tacoma Rainiers, Sounders, 
Seatrle Totems, Seattle Universiry 
men ' s  basketball, boxing, wresrling, 
hydroplanes, table ten n is ,  rol ler 
derby and the Mariners. For the past 
1 2  years Roberrson has called men's 
and women's basketball confe rence 
games for Pacific Lutheran 
Univers i ry. 

Heritage Award 

In recognition of his distinguished 
service co PLU, Ed Larson '57 receives 
the Heri tage Award. 

Larson has worked ar PLU s ince 
1 970 and currenrly serves as the exec
utive director for Chari table Estate 
Planning in the Office of 
Development. He was a parr of the 
group that established the Heritage 
Sociery at PLU, which honors i ndivid
uals who have made estate-planning 
provisions on behalf of the universiry. 
These es tate plans for PLU i nclude 
bequests, charitable gift annuities and 
charitable remainder truses. Now 
more than 40 years later, Larson has 
been an in tegral parr of the creation 
of PLU's endowment and long-term 
financial success. The Heritage 
Sociery now includes more than 400 
famil ies with documented gifts rotal
ing approxi mately $ 1 00 mill ion. 

Ed Larson and his wife,  Betty, also 
established the Per and Anna Johnson 
and Ed and Hildur Larson 
Scholarship.  It  is awarded to a Stu
dent from a Scand inavian country or 
a student majoring in Scandinavian 
Studies at PLU, in support of 
Scandinavian culture and heritage at 
PLU. Larson is a Scandi navian 
Cul tural Council (SCC) Execu rive 
Board member. He hel ped create the 
SCC Endowment Fund ro preserve 
and expand Scandinavian heri tage 
and traditions ar PLU and through
our the greater Puger Sound region. 

Brian C Olson Student 
Leadership Award 
� I 1 

For her leader
hip on campus 

and commit
ment co a l i fe
long relarion
ship with rhe 
universiry, 
Abigail Pishaw 

' 1 2  receives the Brian C. Olson Student 
Leadership  Award. 

Pishaw, fro m Forest Grove, Ore.,  dou
ble-majored in commu nication and the
ater. She was a student inrern i n  the 
PLU Office of Development, where she 
provided su pporr to her colleagues and 
PLU constituents. She was administra
tive student lead last  summer and 
served as a men tor to her fellow student 
employees. She looked for every oppor
runiry ro get co know alumni,  parenrs 
and friends of PLU. Pishaw was the vol
unreer chair for the 2 0 1 2  G raduation 
Gift Committee, and was very involved 
with many PLU theater productions. 

Brian C Olson Student 
Leadership Award 

1 
For his leader

ship on campus 
and commit
ment to a l ife
long relation
ship to the un i
versi t1', Kelvin 
Adams ' 1 2  

receives the B rian C .  Olson Student 
Leadershi p  Award. 

Adams majored in physics and is from 
Porrland, Ore. He was enrol led in the  3-
2 Engineering program. However, 
instead of transferring after three years, 
Kelvin chose to finish hi, degree at PLU 
and then enroll at Oregon State 
Universiry to earn his engineering 
degree. One of the major facrors i n  this 
decision was that he was a distin
guished member of the Choir of the 
West. Adams maintained a 3.9 GPA 
while parricipating in  the Studenr and 
Alumni Association and working as sru
dent intern in the Office of Alumni and 
Constiruen [  Relations. Adams is a Class 
Representative for the class of 20 1 2. lID 
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MEET THE PRESIDENT 
The Homecoming Soi ree will be 
the final event in a series of 
inaugural events planned to �el
come President Thomas W. Krise 
and Mrs. Patricia Krise. While 
there will be specific activities 
planned throughout the evening 
for our featured reunions, we also 
invite all PLU alumni to attend 
this special event to meet and 
welcome the president and 
Mrs. Krise. 

HOMECOMING SOIREE 
Living u p  to its bil l ing, "soi ree, " the 
evening will include food, danci ng, 
drinks, music and a chance for 
reunion groups and all a lumni  to 
reconnect with fellow lutes In the 
Murano bal l room - all for only $35 
per person. As part of the event, we 
have designed an opportunity for 
specific reunion groups to socialize 
with their c lassmates in  designated 
areas of the hotel. 

PARTY 
AU ALU M N I  
A l l  a lumni  are invited to arrive any
time after 8 p.m . to start the party in  
the bal lroom There wi l l  be music, 
dancing, hors d'oeuvres, des�erts, 
coffee and non-alcoholic beverages. 
No host bars will be located through
out the hotel. 



JOIN 
A N D I N V I T E  YO U R  
F I I E N D S . TOO !  

DA 
DANCE T H E  NIGHT AWAY 
Terry Lauber. a Gra mmy nomtnated 
musician and one of Seattle's pre
miere vocalists and recordi ng pro
ducers, wil l  be providing the dance 
music for the evening. Lauber a nd 
his Live Band have been performmg 
in  the greater Seattle area for many 
years, provi ding m usic for wedding 
receptions a n d  other special occa
sions. They perform m usic in many 
styles, including jazz from the swing 
era and many of the most popular 
songs throughout the decades. 

"' 

AWARD S 
ALUMNI  SUPERSTARS 
Our Alumni Recognition Award 
Recipients, honored earlier in he 
day, wi l l  be with us for the soiree 
and we hope you wi l l  take the 
opportunity to help us celebrate their 
accompl ishments. Alumni Award 
Recipients are featured on pages 26 
and 27 of this magazine 

W H E RE ARE T H EY N OW? 
BELOVED FACULTY AND STAFF 
We have extended the i nvitation to 
PLU faculty and staff, past and 
present, to join us for this  special 
occasion. If there are certain people 
that you would especially l ike to see 
at the Homecoming Soiree, please be 
sure to ind icate that on your registra
tion form or give us a call in the 
Office of Alumni a nd Constituent 
Relations at 253-535-74 1 5. � 

.�. ,� - ') 
. 

. 
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alumni news & events 
co>ltinf(ed 

Join  the 
I Cl ick 

Lute Summer � 
Photo Contest 

nother great way to connect 
with alumni is thro ugh the PLU 
Alu mni Facebook page at 

Facebook.com/PLUAlr4mni. Righ t now the 
Office of Alumni and Constituent 
Relations is sponsoring a Lute S u mmer 
!Photo Comest. "Like" the facebook 
page and share your favorite pho[O dis
playing you r  Lute Pride [0 be entered in 
a drawing for great prizes. Whether the 
p hoto is fro m  a summer vacation trip, a 
small reunion of classmates, a wedding 
of alumni, or your pets d ressed up in 
Black and Gold, we want to see you r  
best Lutc p hotography. 

Homecomi.ng Package for 2 or a 
$75 gift card to the Garfield Book 
Company at PLU 

2 Tickets [0 a Portland, Seattle, or 
Tacoma PLU Christmas Concert o r  
$40 gift card to t h e  G arfield Book 
Company at PLU 

PLU Alumni Car Care Package with 
Alum ni licensc plate frame and 
key chain. 

A WINNER WILL B E  ANNOUNCED 
SEPTEMBER 1 5 .  
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YOU I  
Alumni Print Directory 

e wam [0 thank all who have 
taken time ou[ of their day 
to participate in the Alumni 

Print D i rectory Project, Pacific 
Lutheran University Alumni Today, 
through Harris Connect. If you h ave yet 
[0 speak with a Harris Connect repre
semative [0 verify your information, i t  
i s  n o t  [00 late and we encourage you [0 
call toll free, 1 -800-6 7 1 -0 1 98 .  We greatly 
appreciate you r  help in making this 
publication a success! [ill 

For more informarion and 
FAQs about rhe Alumni 
Prim Direcrory Projecr, visir 
UlUlUl.plu. edu/ directoryFA QS 

I Penc i l  Us I n  I 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

P LU N i g ht at th e R a i n i e rs 

Au g u st 24 
For o n ly $1 0 a person,  jo in  1 ,200 
fe l l ow lutes for a n i g ht at C h e ney 
Sta d i u m  to see the R a i n i e rs p l ay 
the las Veg a s  51 s .  Event inc ludes 
a dmission to the g a m e, a hotd og,  
sod a ,  c hips,  fi r eworks after the  
g a m e  - a n d  meeti ng  o ld  a n d  new 
lutes a l i k e !  

TICKETS: PlU Offi c e  o f  Al u m n i  

a n d  Co nstituent Re lat ions, 

www.p/ua/umni. org or  

253-535-74 1 5  

August 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLU Night a t  the Rainiers. Ta coma 

September 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Presidential lnauguration and First Day of Classes 

September 15 . . . . . . . . . . PlU VS. Redl ands Footba ll Tai lgate in Redlands, Calif. 

September 28-30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Homecoming Weekend 201 2  
September 29 . . . . . . . . . . . .  H omecoming Game: PLU vs. Linfield Football. PlU 

September 3D-October 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alumni Board Meeting, PlU 

October 6 . . . . . . . . . PlU VS. lewis and Cla rk Footba ll  Tailgate in Portla nd, Ore. 

November 2-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family Weekend 201 2, PlU 
November 4 . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parent's Cou n ci l Meeting. PLU 

November 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  PlU VS. Menlo Football Ta i lgate in Atherton, Calif. 

December 3 . . • . . . . • . • . . .  M usic Affinity and G O LD Affinity Reun ions. Seattle 

� PlU Christmas Concert) 

December 4 . . . . . . . Muslc Affinity and G O LD Affin ity Reunions, Portland. Ore. 

� PlU Christmas Concert) 

For more information: www.plualumni.org or cal l  BOO-ALUM-PlU. 



a l umni prof les 
rian Bannon '97 couldn't have 
i magined he would become the 
head of the coumry's second-

largest li brary system, the Chicago 
Public Library. 

He has always loved books bue  never 
saw l ibraries as his calling, u mi l  his late 
college years. His imerest and expercise 
in the intersection between libraries and 
technology has allowed Bannon the 
opporcunity to make a difference. 

"[ wam to leave the world better than 
[ fou nd i t," Bannon said. "[ have a sense 
of waming to give back. "  

A native of a small farming commu ni
ty o u tside o f  Bell ingham, Was h., 
Bannon grew up in a farmhouse, 
attending the public school system. 
Active i n  sports as a child, most notably 
swi m m i ng, Bannon wound up at PLU 
on the swim team. D rama was another 
hobby of h is, a talem that even landed 
him a commercial with Hilary Swank. 

Bannon recalls the difficulty he had 
learning to read as a child due to his 
experience with dyslexia. Because o f  the 
setback, h e  knew that he was going to 
have to find another way to learn than 
traditional book reading. Bannon 
fo und he was able to learn best when he 
had hands-on experience, so mething 
that later influenced his imerest in 
l ibraries and their use o f  tech nology. 

Now the newly appoimed CEO of the 
Ch icago Public Library System, Bannon 
has definitely found his passion. He 
replaced the longtime library commis
sioner at the beginning o f  March, 
before which h e  held titles of the San 
Francisco Public Library'S chief infor
mation o fficer and chief of branches 
s ince 2006.  An i n ternship at the Bil l  
and Melinda Gates Foundation and the 
opportunity to serve as a branch man
ager for the Seattle Publi c  Library led 
Bannon to his job in San Francisco. 

"This is an amazing example that peo
ple sho u ldn't make assumptions abo u e  
what people can a n d  can't do," said 
Beth Kraig, a histo ry professor at PLU 
and a mentor of Bannon's. 

One of the first openly gay s tudents 

' I 'm a n  un l i ke ly l i b ra ri a n ' 
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at PLU, the atmos phere was not always 
posi tive, Bannon admi ts. At a time 
when society wasn't as accepting, he 
and a group o f  other s tudems and fac
ulty saw the need for change. Th us was 
the birth of Harmony, PLU's gueer
straight alliance gro up, which s till  has a 
strong p resence on campus today. 

D esp ite the difficult mo mems, 
Bannon re members PLU fondly, and 
that he wouldn't change a thing about 
h is college experience. " I  couldn't h ave 
imagined a better place to learn than on 
that campus. [ thought i t  was worth 
every penny," Bannon said. 

Bannon got h is fi rst taste o f  working 
in libraries while in college, volumeer
ing at the University of Washington
Taco ma library. It  was there that he felt 
a spark and fo und in h imself at the 
cross roads of l ibraries and technology, 
and how they could be imegrated to 
better serve and educate the p u blic. 

"[ really started to get passionate 
abo ut what p ublic libraries could do," 
Bannon said. 

A psychology and self-designed gay 
and lesbian studies double major dur-

ing h is time at PLU, Bannon said that 
he was an unlikely candidate for some
one who would go to l ibrary school. 
B u t  thanks to his imerest and the sup
port fro m o thers, he fo und himself 
walking down that path . 

Upon receiving his bachelor's from 
PLU, Bannon found himself at the 
University o f  Was h ington's Information 
School, earning his mastcr's of li brary 
and i nfo rmation science, thanks, in 
part, to encouragemem from Beth 
Kraig. 

Loo king ahead, Bannon hopes that 
the C hicago Lib rary can be a model for 
o thers aro und the country. 

"[ hope to cont i n u e  to p ush the 
thinking about the role o f  l ibraries in 
o u r  current stage and era," Bannon 
said. 

Kraig said she i s  extremely proud of 
Bannon's accomplishme nts and can't 
wait to see where the fu ture leads h i m .  

" It's been a real privilege for me to 
know h i m ,  to watch him thrive," Kraig 
said. "I  just feci like I ' m  watching the 
Brian Bannon show." � 

-flaile)' Rile ' 12 
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Class Representative positions available: 
1954, 1969, 1971 and 1980 

193 

Edna (Oagsland) Haneberg celebrated 

her 1 0 1 st binhday on Dec. 1 8 !  

193 1 · 1 9  5 

G o lden C lub  C lass Rep resentative 
Committee 

Herman "Bud" Anderson died March 20 
at "99 years young." Aher graduation 
from PLU in 1 93 1 ,  B u d  served in the U.S. 
Army. A classic World War I I  love story, 
Bud sent letters from where he was sta
tioned in India to h is  father who shared 
them with the employees of Washington 
Hardware Store. One such employee 
was Vivian Peterson, who was panicu
larly touched by the letters and the man 
who wrote them. They were married in 
1 947 and spent 65 years together. Bud 
wil l  be remembered for I l is  unwavering 
devotion to his family, h is  l ifelong passion 
for golf, and h is  distinctive and infectious 
laugh.  He is s u rvived by h is  wife, Vivian; 
d a ug hter Gretchen Pilips; two grandchi l 
dren and two great-grandchi ldren. 

1 9  6 
Class Representative - Volly (Norby) 
Grande 

1 937- 1 939 

Golden Club Class Representative 
Committee 

1 9JO 

Class Representative - Luella (Toso) 
Johnson 

1941  

G o l d e n  C l u b  Class Representative 
Committee 

Irma (Nonh) Bendock died April 1 7. Irma 
gradu ated from PLC with a degree i n  ele
mentary education.  Over a 40-year span 
(with  several years oH to raise a family), 
she taught kinderganen through second 
grade in the Tacoma, Seatt le and 
Shore l ine  schoo l  districts. S h e  had a par
t icular interest in screening/identifying 
spec ific lea rning disability cllildren at an 
early age. Aher retiring, her spirit of 
adventure led her to much travel ing,  par
ticularly No rvvay, Hawai i ,  Canada and 
Alaska.  I rma is s u rvived by her brother 
Manin NOfth; three sons, Charles 
Bendock, Terry Bendock and JeH 
Bendock; five grandc hildren and eight 
great -g ra nd  chi ld reno 

1 942- 1 944 
Golden C lub  Class Representative 
Committee 

1 945 

Class Representative - Annabelle 
Birkestol 

1 946 

Golden Club Class Representative 
Committee 

1 947 

Golden Club C l as s  Representative 
Committee 

• 

Ruth (Towe) Johnson d ied Feb. 3. Ruth 
married fel low Lute, Rev. Rudolph "Rudy" 
Johnson '48 i n  1 948. Rudy preceded Ruth 
i n  death. Ruth i s  s u rvived by ch i ldren 
G e ra l d  Johnson, Beatha Johnson '73, 
Kath ryn Prodoehl and Elaine (Johnson) 
Schwanz '76; seven grandch i ldren 
inc lud ing  Andrew Schwanz '07; a n d  four 
g re at-gra nd ch i  Id re n,  

Elaine (Enwiller) Cook died March 29. 
Aher working in the navy yard in 
Bremenon, Wash., during World War I I ,  
Ela ine met her husba nd, Durward Cook, 
at PLC. They were married in 1947. The 
family moved to Federal Way, Wash., 
where Elaine was active in community 
groups suc h as PTA, and advisory coun
cils to the school board and local  gov
ernment. She was also an active member 
of St. Luke's Lutheran ChurCh.  I n  1976, 
Ela ine returned to, and gradu ated from, 
PLU. E la ine  taught sc hool  i n  Puyal lup for 
19 years and, aher retir ing in 1987, she 
traveled extensively, S h e  was preceded 
in death by her  husband, Durward, and 
her  daughter, Connie (Cook) Britt '74. 
Ela ine is s u rvived by three ch i ldren,  
Steven Cook '72, Keith Cook '78 and Teri; 
1 1  grandchi ldren a n d  n ine  great-grand
chi ldren.  

1 948 

Class Representative - Norene 
(Skilbred) Gulhaugen 

Sylvia (Blomelie) Neal died March 7. 
Dur ing her time at PLC, Sylvia sang  with 
the Choir of the West. Before graduating, 
she married Malcolm Neal and they l ived 
in Tacoma, Was h .  They raised three chi l ·  
dren. Widowed in 1 997, Sylvia moved to 
the waterfront in G i g  Harbor, Wash., 
where she continued being an amazing 
seamstress and avid reader who enjoyed 
studying other c ultures and phi losophies.  
Many of her accompl ishments include 
several  years a s  a Red Cross volu�teer 
during the Vietnam War, assisti n g  strug
gl ing students with reading, teaching 
Sunday school  and being an active 
c h urch member. She is survived by chil
dren Thomas, Barbara and Beth; three 
grandchildren; and a variety of cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

1 949 

Golden C lub  C lass Representative 
Committee 

1 950 
Class Representative - Dick 
Weathermon 

195 1 1 952 

Golden C lub  C lass Representative 
Committee 

ludwig Siqueland died Apr. 8. He served 
faithfully at Camano Lutheran Church 
on Camano Island, Wash., St. Marks in 
Tacoma, Wash., and served as director 
of outreach in the Nonhwest District 
of the ELCA. H e  is s u rvived by h is  wife, 
Evelyn "Dolly" (Mikkalsen '51) 
Siqueland who resides in S h elton, 
Wash.; four ch i ldren and eleven 
grandchi ldren.  

32 PLU SCENE FAll 2012 > ALUMNI CLASS NOTES 

Cecil Tungsvik and his wife, M a ry, have 
lived in Auburn, Wash , s i n c e  1 956. They 
have enjoyed living i n  the same house 
s ince 1 966. 

1 953 
Class Representatives - Carol (Schuler) 
Karwoski and Naomi (Roe) Nothstein 

Ellen (Hessen) Grewe died February 23 i n  
Everett, Wash. E l l e n  worked as a n  x-ray 
receptionist at Cascade Valley Hospital in 
Arlington, Wash. She was a longtime 
member of Our Saviour's Lutheran 

Church and TO P's Club. She married D a n  
C. Grewe in 1 959 a n d  they h a d  three c h i l 
d r e n .  E l l e n  was a wonderiul loving moth
er a n d  dear friend. She is s u rvived by 
husband,  Dan C .  -Grewe, ch i ldren Ruth E. 
Gonzales Jr. and Roy D .  Grewe; and five 
grandchi ldren.  

1 95 

Class Representative - Va cant  

Donn Koessler died M a r  2. Whi le  at PLC,  
Donn p layed basebal l  and basketbal l  for 
legendary coach Marv Harshman '42. I t  
was in these athletic pursuits t h a t  many 
of h is  l ifelong friendships were formed. 
Donn married his college sweethean, 
Patricia (Molver '56) Koessler, on 
November 6, 1954. They were togethe r 57 
years and eventually made their home i n  
Fircrest, Wash., Where they raised four 
sons. Donn began h is  service i n  the U .S.  
Army i n  1955 and was honorably d is
charged in 1 958. I n  1 958, Donn began a 
long dist inguished career with The Bank  
of Cal ifornia/Union Bank  trust depanment 
that spanned more than 45 years. He 
retired as vice pres ident  and investment 
oHicer, He was a member of the Young 
Men's Bus i ness Club and served as 
treasurer of  the Jesse Dysl in Boys' 
Ranch .  H e  also was a member of  the PLU 
Q Club, Emmanuel  Lutheran C h urch, Sons 
of  Norvvay and the Tacoma Elks. He is  
survived by his wife, Patty; brother, Jack 

Smith; four sons, Steve, Craig '83, Gary 
'85 and Paul '87; PLU daughter-in-law, 
Wendy (Eager '85) Koessler; a n d  eight 
grandchi ldren. 

1 95., 

Class Representative - Phyllis (Grahn) 
Pejsa 

1 956 
Class Representatives- Ginny (Grahn) 
Haugen and Clarene (Osterli) Johnson 

Donald Morris died M a r. 25. He majored 
i n  biology and played football at PLC. In 
1 955, he  married Gail (Taylor '55) 
Petersen and they had six children. He 
began his career in ed.utation, teaching 
and coaching at Anacones (Wash ) High 
School ,  and continued to the Clover Park 
Sc hool District serving as a h igh school  
vice pr inc ipa l, pr inc ipa l  and a district 
admin istrator. Later he  served a s  super
intendent of the Onalaska Sc hool D i strict 
a nd retired from the Sequim Sc hool 
D i strict i n  1 992. He i s  s u rvived by sister, 
Fern LaVonne Quake; chi ldren,  Peter '78, 

PLU daughter-in-law Alana (Koetje '79) 
Morris, Kris '80, Stacie (Morris '83) 
Schaler, Becky HuH, Mana and Mark; 1 4  
grandchi ldre n ,  i nc luding Em i l ie Schaler 
'09 and Drew Huff 'IS. 

1957 

Class Representative - Ed Larson 

Wi l l iam Foege was honored with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation's highest civilian honor. William is 

a physician and epidemiologist who 
came up with the vacci nation plan that 
ult imately rid the world of  smal l  pox.  
Wil l iam was also recently awarded the 
Al len Prize for Social Courage that rec
ognizes individuals who, by stand ing  up 
for c lear moral principles i n  the socia l  
arena, have positively aHected publ ic  
d iscourse a t  the risk of their  own 
careers, l ivelihood, and their l ives. 
Wil l iam is cu rrently the senior fellow at 
the B i l l  & Mel inda Gates Foundation in 
Seattle. 

1 958 

Class Representative - Don Cornell 

Norman R. Fiess died Feb. 1 2. Aher g rad
uation from PLU, Norm returned to his 
hometown of Edwall ,  Wash., where he 
worked the fami ly  farm a long with  h is  
brother. H e  was very active in the  
Emmanue l  Lutheran Church i n  Reardan, 
Wash., donating h is  time a s  organist, 
p ian ist  and treasu rer. Aher relocating in 
1 989 to southcentral Washington, he  and 
h is  wife Nancy settled i n  R ichland, 
Wash.  I n  1993 Norm semi-retired and 
spent 1 7  seasons a s  a tax preparer for 
H&R Block .  Norm was a n  avid bowler 
and enjoyed playing golf i n  his latter 
years. H e  and Nancy spent their time 
together going to local concens and 

plays. H e  is survived by his wife, Nancy; 
his brother, Dennis Fiess; and four chil
dren. He is  also survived by 1 3  grandchi l 
dren, and 11  great-grandchi ldren. 

1959 

Golden Club C lass Representative 
Committee 

Ronald C. Jorgenson died Aug. 1 1 , 201 1 .  
Ron earned h i s  bachelor's d e g ree i n  edu
cat ion from PLC, then earned two mas
ter's degrees, one in school  administra
tion from Cal ifornia State Hayward, and 
another in natural sc ience from 
Univers i ty of Okla homa. Known a s  " M r. 
J ,"  Ron retired in 1 999 aher 40 years of 

teach ing .  Dur ing his c areer he taught 
grades ranging from third to 1 2th, with 
the last 16 years teaching physics and 
photography at Mt. Eden H igh  S c hool in 
Hayward, Ca lif. Ron was a n  avid sk ier  
and raced for the Far West Ski  
Association and Snow Flakes Ski C lub .  
He had a passion for travel and adven
ture. I n  recent years Ron and h is  wife, 
J e ri ,  traveled to Costa Rica, Peru and 
went on a safari in Africa. Ron is sur
vived by his wife of 26 years, Jeri;  
two daughters, two step-daughters and 
1 0  grandc hildren. 



Anita (Gregersen) and husband David 
Christian, and Margarethe (Gregersen 
'61) and husband Gene Farnstrom cele
brated a combined 1 00 years of marr iage 
between the �NO couples. I n  celebration, 
they visted their heritage countries: 
Norway and Denmark i n  the summer of 
201 1 .  Great memories were bui lt  i n  those 
three weeks! 

19 0 
Class Representative - Marilu (Miller) 
Person 

Don Slattum d ied  Feb. 1 5. Don taught ele
me ntary school i n  Lakewood briefly 
before becoming an FBI agent. He had a 
lengthy a n d  laudable career, primarily i n  
t h e  San D iego, Calif. area where h e  
retired. H e  i s  survived b y  wife, Geraldee 
(Dubail '59) Slattum. 

1 96 1  
Class Representative - Ron Lerch 

David Gaenicke and his wife, Linda, 
returned on Feb. 2 7  from a 14-day trip to 
Hawai i .  I t  was a gift from their chi ldren, 
who surprised them as part of their  47th 
wedding ann iversary. Their grandsons, 
H unter and Austin, c a ught a 40- pound 
Hawaiian spearfish off the coast of 
Kana, which fed the family for more 
than two days. 

1 962 
Class Representative - Leo Eliason and 
Dixie (Likkel) Matthias 

Joy (Suckew) Meya died Feb. 1 4. She is 
survived by her husband, Manfred Meya .  

1963 
Class Representative - Merlyn and Joan 
(Maier) Overland 

Joanne Bjork Klein died J a n .  29 in 
Tacoma, Wash. Joanne met her husband, 
Richard "Dick" Kle in on a bl ind date, a n d  
they were l a t e r  married in 1948. I n  1 963, 
Joanne graduated from PLU with her 
bachelor's degree in education. Thus 
began a lifelong affi l iation with PLU and 
the Scandinavian Cultural Center  where 
she received an Outsta nding S e rvice 
Award. She was also a founding member  
of  Christ Lutheran Church i n  Lakewood, 
Wash., and an ea rly supporter of 
Lakewood N u rsery School and Charles 
Wright Academy, where seven of her 
eight children attended school. Over the 
years, Joanne and D ick  traveled exten
sively, preferring trips that al lowed them 
to become completely immersed in the 
culture of a new place. Joanne was pre
ceded in death by her son, Stephen Klein 
'83. Joa nne is survived by her husband, 
Dick; chi ldren Ja mes, Nancy, Peter, 
J e n n i fer, Lisa and Andrea; PLU daughter
in-law Cynthia Klein '76; twelve grand
children including Zachary Klein '12; and 
one great-grandchi ld .  

Donna ( Baerg) Mosher lost her  home in 
the May 22, 20 1 1  tornado which devas
tated Joplin, Mo. Just prior to Ch ristmas, 
she was able to move into her new 
home. H e r  husba n d  of 4 7  years passed 
away in March of 2010. Thankfully, 
friends, chi ldren and church family have 
been wonderful support and help. 

1 964 
Class Representative - Jon and Jean 
(Riggers) Malmin 

David Knietel died Oct. 2. He was former 
vice president and directo r  of the special 
technical services group of Computer 
Power Group of New York. Dr. Kniefel ,  
who joined Computer Power in 1 991 as 
director of special technical services in 
the Eastern region, was previously a 
partner in Deloitte and Touche's 
Advanced Technology consulting prac
tice in the New York office. He is sur
vived by his wife, Diane Kniefel ;  son, 
Michae l  D .  Kniefel; brother and sister-in
law, Dan ie l  and Nancy Kniefel; sister and 
brother-in-law, Diana and Richard 
LaPlante; and two nephews and a niece.  

1965 
Class Representative - Dave Wytko 

C':lr.:'-IIII!I"IIJI •• James "Jim" 
- Collier recently 

"learned how to 
sail" crossing 
the South 
Atlantic Ocean 
with three other 

"""'" men on a voyage 
from Cape Town, South Africa, to Rio d e  
Janerio, Brazil. T h e y  stop ped just once, 
on St. Helena Isfand, where N a poleon 
was exi led.  Never too late to learn l  

Stan Hoobing recently served his sev
enth assignment as interim pastor at First 
Lutheran Church and American Lutheran 
Ch urch in Circle and Richey, Mont. This 
makes the third synod of the ELCA where 
Stan has served as  interim pastor. He f in
ished in July and hopes to serve another 
interim post in the near future. 

1 96(1 
Class Representative - Frank Johnson 

1 967 
Class Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

Marjorie Kelly died Aug. 1 4, 201 1 ,  in 
Tacoma, Wash. Marjorie graduated from 
Tacoma Genera l  School of  Nursing and, 
after raising a family, went 'back to 
school and graduated from PLU. She 
worked as  a school nurse until retiring in  
1 980. Ma rjorie enjoyed traveling around 
the country with her  husb and,  Stuart, in 
their motor home, visiting her far-fl ung 
family. She also enjoyed ThurSday n igh t 
cards with her friends, knitting and cro· 
cheting, and sharing a latte with her fam
ily and friends. M a rjorie is preceded in 
death by her devoted husband, Stuart, 
and her p a rents. She is survived by her 
sister, Ouida Keener;  chi ldren Michael 
and Teresa; six grandchildren and three 
great -gr and chi ld  re n. 

1 968 
Class Represe ntatives - James and 
Georgia (Stirn) Girvan 

Trudy (Enstad) Campbe l l  d ied  Jan 23. 
Trudy met her .soul mate, Daniel 
Campbell '69, while they were both 
attend ing  PLU. The two were married in 
1 969. Trudy was employed i n  several 
school d istricts including Sunnyvale, 

Cal if . ;  Tacoma, Wash.; and Salem, Ore.  
She concl uded her teaching career with 
Catholic Schools at St. Vincent de Paul 
and Queen of Peace, in Salem. H e r  
proudest contributions, however, were 
her ch i ldren, Chad,  Jonathan, Andrew 
and Sarah (Campbell 'OJ) McDowell. 
Trudy always brightened around her  
eight grandchi ldren. She was also 
blessed by an extraordi n ary commun ity 
of dear  friends and exte n d e d  family. 

Gary Beard is currently a 787 f l ight simu
lator instructor with the Boeing Company 
in Renton, Wash., where he teaches air
l ine pilots how to operate the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner at locations around the 
world. 

1 969 
Class Representative - vacant 

Robert "Bob" Beller died M a r. 28. Bob 
was a very accom plished athlete 
throughout his high school and college 
years. H e  was ind ucted into the Kitsap 
O ld-timers Association Hall of Fame in 
1 996. He worked at, a n d  retired from, 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.  Bob loved 
fishing, golfing and gardening - and h e  
especial ly loved watching his grandsons 
play ball. H e  was preceded in de ath by 
his parents ,  and his brothers Loren and 
Larry. H e  is survived by  sisters Connie, 
Diana, Bertie, and Rose; daughters Beth 
Hallma rk, and Lori Aerne; three grand
sons, Cody, Devin and Ty ler; daughter 
Kristyn Knight and her  two grandsons, 
Kenda l l  and Kaeden; and his son Robert. 

1970 
Class Representative - Bill Allen 

Tom Jones retired at the end of March 
after 35 years i n  the retail pharmacy 
industry. When not travel ing ,  Tom and his 
wife, M a ry, are at home in O lympia ,  
Wash. 

1971 
Cl ass Represe ntative - Vacant 

Jack Olive d ied  J a n .  9. He served as 
pastor at  United Methodist churches in 
Western Washin gton, and as assistant 
dean for ecumen ica l  relations at the 
Seattle University Sc hool of Theology 
and Ministry. He also served as adjunct 
professor of biblical studies and archae
ology at PLU and the University of Puget 
Sound. He spent more than 30 years as 
field archa eologist in Israel/Palestine 
and on the Cr imean peni nsula. As part of 
a l ifelong commitment to fostering peace, 
compassion and social justice, he 
became a leader in interfaith d i a logue 
H e  is survived by his wife,  Glynn; ch i l 
dren Carrie, Kyle and Caitl in; grandchi l
dren J a mes and Jacquel ine. H e  is also 
survived by his mother, Mary H a a gensen; 
father, Virgi l  Olive; and brothers R a ndy 
and Jeffrey. 

1 972 
Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

Karon Kristine Wendt died January 19 at 
h e r  home in Bloomington, Minn .  After 
graduation,  K a ron took up residence i n  
Bloomi ngton where s h e  obtained her 
master's degree i n  technical writing at  

the Un iversity of Minn esota. At  the time 
of her passing, she was employed by 
Wells Fargo i n  Minne apolis. She is sur
vived by her  brother, Lawrence Wendt; 
aunt Sally Miles; six cousins, and numer
ous nieces and nephews. 

Gary Nordmark has been named admin
istrator of  Bethesda Memorial Hospital. 
Bethesda Memorial is a 401 - bed hospital 
located in Boynton, Fla.  Gary has served 
as vice president of operations at  
Bethesda for the  past 1 5  years. 

1 973 
Class Rep resentative - Sandy (Dimlerl 
Privett and Karen (Wraalstad) ,Robbins 

Tim Brueckner i s  celebrating his 34th 

year as pastor of Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Gold Beach, Ore. As a correc
tion to the spring 201 1 issue of Scene, 
iTim is not retiring and has no intention of 
retiring or moving on from the congrega
tion. 

Michael Tripp married Pamela (Cutrone) 
in a small private ceremony at  the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Las Vegas on October 
30. Mich ae l  is a senior executive with 
AIG/Chartis in New York City. Pamela 
works for Marsh and McLennan 
Insurance Brokerage, in Morristown, 
New Jersey. They have three chi ldren, 
Mackenzie (Georgetown Medical 
School)' Jackie (University of Oregonl 
and Jacob (University of Miami ) .  

Ed Hansen is retiring after 37 years in  
education, 30 of  which were spent at 
Wibaux E lementary School i n  Wibaux, 
Mont. At the same time, he taught K-8 
physical education, sixth grade science 
and social studies, and eighth grade his
tory. Ed coached junior high footbal l  for 
seven years and basketball for 1 5 .  Ed  and 
his wife, Ruth, have three grown ch i l 
dren .  

Joanne (Stueland) Fitzgerald recently 
took a study tour to the Holy Land. The 
group went to J erusalem, Bethlehem, 
Megiddo, Masada, Je richo, and Hebron. 
They also sailed the G a l i lean Sea, 
reflected on the many ba ptisms i n  the 
Jordan River, and heard stories from 
Palestinians and Israelis. It was a trip of 
a lifetime, and Joanne encourages a l l  
P L U  grads t o  make t h i s  pi lgrimage. 
Joanne is currently serving Martin Luther 
Church in Chicago as interim pastor. 

Tana Knudson 
married Gus 
"Smitty" Smith 
on June 26,  201 1 ,  
i n  Ellensburg 
Wash. Tana 
currently 
teaches 

at Central Washington University. 

Roger Wi ley has been educating Finnish 
young people for the past 30 years, ha l f  
of  his l i fe .  PLU's s logan of "edu cat ing for 
service" never rang more true I He would 
like to send greetings from the EuroZone 
to all his classmates and teammates. 

1 974 
Class Representative - David E, Johnson 

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES > PLU SCENE FAll 2012 3J 



PLU classmates gathered at the home of CInIIII. (EIDencHI W' ElM. end "" 
EII_. '55 in Surprise, Ariz.. in MarcIL Laft to right IVw E liuoII 'SIL CIJaiIIe 
IEmmoa '591 E1 f_n. PII,IIII IGnIuI '55) hi .. , Dillie" Pein. AIII IPr....,. 
151 ' .. nlIf, Don Gaarder 'SIL ICIIIty (Bi., '55) Hoyer, end Genlll Hayer. Th. 
gang finished the avening with lemon pie made wi1h lemana lram tha Gaarde(s 
tree In Sun City. 
WDuid yatl lib tD .... '" your pictarel willi ,.., fwllaw lllIIIlIi? 
Send PIChi/II IQ UI by I·/Illi II 'lumrriOpIu.du. or by mlU 1D !IIe 0IIice of AIumfIi lad 
CoMtiluertl Ilelatiant, PulIIc lUlherln IJnivertIy. 11\80 PItt ,.,. S Tee ...... WA M441 
Plhl8 , .. 1 free 10 elll us It IIIJI.AWM-PlU if 'lVU hlVl MY q_" 

Josephine Garabato died Jan .  1 8  in 
Manilla, Phi l ippines.  Born in Botolon, 
Zambales Province. Phi l ippines, 
Josephine was a member and lecturer at 
St John Bosco Catholic Church, 
Lakewood, Wash., and a retired e lemen
tary s c hool teacher. She taught at Fort 
Lewis for more than 35 years. Josephine 
was a dedicated a n d  compassionate 
educator. having rece ived many honors 
including the Clover Park School 
District's most prestigious teacher 
award, the Golden Acorn Award, for her 
self less service to her  stud ents, parents 
a nd c o -workers. She was also very 
active in Fi l ip ino-American community in 
the Lakewood/Tac oma/Seattle area. She 
is  preceded i n  death by her  husband, 
1 SG (Ret)  Davis R. G a rabato. Survivors 
inc lude her children, Carmencita,  Davis 
Carabato Jr. '90, Manolilo GarabaCo '81, 
Franklin and Cynthia; 2 1  grandchildren, 
19 great-gran d chi ldren; and nine broth
ers a n d  sisters. 

Christian G. larsen died Jan. 30. 
Christian graduated from PLU with a 
teaching degree in the new field of spe
cial  education. H e  started h is  teaching 
career i n  Denmark in a school  for autistic 
ch i ldren.  After four years, he  returned to 
the states where he taught specia l  edu
cat ion in Portland, Ore. There, Christian 
obtained h is  maste r's degree in psychol
ogy. Christian and h is  family then moved 
to G ig  Ha rbor, Wash. i n  1 981 .  He earned 
his credentials to become a school psy
chologist and for many years he served 
as  lead psychologist in the Peninsula 
School District Because of h is  excel
lence, the Peninsula District awarded 
h im the distinguished El len Fay Award in 
2004. Though his passion was teaching, 
his number-one delight was being father 
to his three ch i ldren, and being a grand-

father. He is  survived by his ch i l dren, 
Nicolai Larsen '99, Anna-Lisa and 
Kristina; granddaughter Abriel le; sister 
Marianne Larsen; and mother Karen 
Larsen. 

Kevin D'Connell died March 14. He 
worked for Cominco American for 18 
years, and then went on to ZAKS Designs 
as a senior forecast analyst Kevin was 
preceded in death by his parents. He is 
survived by his wife, Suzanne, of 27 
years; their two daug hters, Erin and 
Kaitlyn, who wi l l  always be his pr ide  and 
joy. H e  i s  also survived by one sister, 
Karen (Harvey) Koch; niece Laurie and 
nephew Chad; cousins She i la Brady and 
John O'Connell ;  and  brothers-in-law 
John and Mike Alice. 

1 975 

Joanne (Chalk) 
Uppendahl 
recently 
publ ished a 
book of poetry, 
"She Who 
Gathers 
Stones." 

Class Represe ntative - Lauralee Hagen 

1976 
Class Representative - Gary Powell 

1 977 
Class Representatives - Leigh Erie and 
Joan (Nelson) Maltich 

Anne (Pears.on) Washburn died in Feb 20 
in Honolulu .  She was born in Baguio, 
Ph i l ipp ines ,  received her bachelor's 
degree in nursing, and became a nurse 
after her  graduation. She is  survived by 
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husband John; mother Ruther Pearson; 
and brothers Casey, William and Jack 
Pearson. 

Martha (Schaefer) Ellis was recognized 
for 30 years of conti n uing service as  the 
editor of the Oak Harbor (Wash.) 
Lutheran Church newsletter. As recogni
tion tor this, as well as her wide array of 
other duties, Feb. 1 2  was named "Martha 
Schaefer El l is Oay" at Oak H a rbor 
Lutheran Church. Martha also writes 
scripts, directs and creates costumes for 
Advent and other seasonal dramas, as 
well as  the annual Sunday School  
Christmas Program. 

Ken Flajo le has been named the New 
Orleans Saints' defensive secon dary 
coach. Ken was a l inebacker on the PLU 
football team, graduated with a bache
lor's degree i n  education, and began h i s  
coaching career with the Lutes right 
after graduation.  Ken is  married to Teri 
(Whitmer '78) Fl ajo l e, and has two 
daughters, Kelly and Kori. 

1978 
Class Representative - Pete Maltich 

Susan (Boris) Brewer d ied  Mar. 9. After 
graduating from nursing school  at PLU, 
Susan married Dr. Craig Brewer in 1978 
and bore and raised three children. Cory 
Brewer, Kelsey Gordon and Ashley 
Parsons.  They were the premier focus of 
her l ite.  She then worked as a reception
ist, nurse and oHice manager i n  her  hus
band's medical practice unti l  Nov. 201 1 .  
Susan was an an imal  lover and her other 
main interests were cooking and her role 
as  a leader in Women's Bible Study 
Fellowship. Besides her husband and 
children, Susan is  survived by her par
ents and Nvo younger sisters. 

1 979 
Class Representatives - Dave and Teresa 
(Hausken) Sharkey 

1980 
Class Representative - Vac a nt 

Michael 
Haglund M.D , 
Ph .D ., professor 
of neurosurgery 
and neurobiolo
gy was promot
ed to professor 
of global health 

at Duke University In Durham. N.C. 
Haglund has spent the last five years 
bui lding the neurosurgery programs in 
Uganda and Rwanda and has raised 
donations of more than 6 mil l ion dol lars 
to refurbish the operating rooms and 
intensive care units at the two national 
hospitals in Kampala,  Uganda,  and Kigali ,  
Rwanda. He leads teams of  20-30 med
ical  professionals twice per  year to East 
Africa to perform compl icated neurosur
gical procedures and train the local  
neurosurgeons in the latest brain and 
spine surgical techniques. H e  also has 
developed training programs for loca l  
medical  students to train in neuro
surgery. H a glund spends about one 
month per year in  East Afr ica do ing  h is  
miss ion work. 

1 981  
Class Represe ntative - Dean and Susan 
(Lee) Phillips 

John Taylor  died Feb. 1. John earned his 
master's degree at PLU. John was the 
first i n  h is  fami ly to graduate from col
lege.  He married the love of h is  l ife, Alice 
Frances Scott in 1 960, and they ce lebrat-



ed 52 years of marriage days before h is  
d e ath.  As a young father, John pac ked 
up his family and traveled through 48 of 
the continental United States by the time 
h is  five ch i ldren graduated from high 
school .  H e  and Al ice z igzagged across 
the country making l ifelong friends a long 
the way. John is survived by his wife 
Al ice ;  five c hi l dren, Donald,  Terri, Ja nice, 
son-irr·law Larry, Joyce, son-in-law 
Calvin, Robert, and daughter-in-law 
Tanya Taylor. He also leaves behind 1 2  
grandchildren a n d  three great grandchi l
dren.  

Ernest "Richard" Kellenberger died Sept. 
8. R ic hard had many careers throughout 
h is  life, but the two careers that brought 
h im the most joy were with Andrew's 
Clock and Watch Repa i r  Shop at Sears 
for 1 0  years, and with the Transportation 
Security Administration for eight years 
R ichard l iked playing and watching many 
sports, and in particu lar  he was a great 
fan of badminton. As a humble man, 
Richard never touted hls professional 
affiliation with badminton and the work
related recognit ion he often received. 
R ichard wil l  b e  missed terribly by his sur
viving wife Marie Nguyen-Kellenberger 
'93; sib l ings Cheryl and John J r.; sister-in
law Reg ina; niece Kathryn and nephew 
Paul; and dog Penny. 

Steve Smith was appointed to the 
Unive rsity Place City Planning 
Commission in January. 

Munro Cullum was elected president of 
the Neuropsychology Division of The 
American Psychological Associati on,  
Munro is professor of psychiatry and 
neurology and neurotherapeutics, and 
ch ief  of psychology and neuropsychology 
at the Univers ity of Texas Southwestern 
Medica l  Center at D a l las .  He and h is  
wife,  Heike (Wilhelm) Callum, will be  
ce l ebrating their 30th wedding anniver
sary this summer. 

1 982 
Class Representative - Paul Collard 

Candace "Candy" (Armstrong) Mumm 
was awarded the Dean's Forum 
Scholarship from the Gonzaga Graduate 
School of  B usiness.  She graduated with 
Beta Gamma Sigma honors in 201 1 ,  
attaining h e r  ma ster's i n  business admin
istration with a n  addit ional entrepreneur
ial  concentration. She is c u rrently CEO of 
Smartland, with operations in 
Washington and Arizona.  

Phil Komornik, 
who is the 
administrator for 
Rotary 
International's 
Travel and 
Hosting 
Fellowship, and 

h is  wife, Susie, ce lebrated their 40th 
wedding a n niversary with the renewal 
of their vows in their home parish, St. 
Mary of the Mi l ls  i n  Laurel, Md.  I n  May 
they traveled to R I 's convention i n  
Ba ngkok, Thai land,  and took a 1 2-day 
tour in the Chiang Mai Provence. Over 
the years they have been heavi ly 
involved in International Youth Exchange, 

which includes I ntensive Engl ish 
Language Program students from PLU. 
They have hosted 42 h igh school and col
lege-age students from nine different 
countries. They now enjoy hosting fellow 
members of their Rotary Fellowship i n  
their home between Baltimore and 
Washington, D .C .  

1 983 
Class Representative - Dave Olson 

Karen Weatherman was named 
Outstanding First-Year Student Advocate 
by the National  Resource Center for The 
First-Ye a r  Experience and Students in 
Trllnsit ion organization. She was recog
nized at the ce nter's annua l  conferen ce 
on the First-Year Experience where she 
also de l ivered a presentation on assess
ment of Washington State University's 
Common Reading Program for freshman. 

John Krogh died Nov. 2 1 .  John graduated 
from the University of Washington and 
later earned h is  master's i n  business 
administration from PLU. John served as  
a commissioned officer in the U .S.  Air  
Force from 1 968 to 1 989 and l Iew trans
port i n  the Vietnam War. John was an 
a i r l ine  pi lot for U n ited Air l ines  unti l  he  
retired i n  2005 as a c a ptain on the Boeing  
777 .  H e  continued flying as the ch ief p i lot  
at Aurora  Aviation a nd then at Global  
Aviation. John marr ied his wife,  Jody, in 
1 988. John was an active outdoorsman 
who enjoyed books and documentaries 
about World War I I  and the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. John is survived by his 
wife, Jody; two daug hters, J u l i e  and 
Ja clyn; and s ib l ings Carol, Fred and 
David.  

1 984 
Class Representative - Mark 
Christofferson 

Steve Lucky retired in 2009 as a colonel  
from the headqu arters U.S .  Air Force, 
located at the Pentagon. He served 25 
years in uniform, most recently as  the 
leader of the Air Staff Strategic Plans 
and Policy Division. I n  this capa city he 
was responsible for Air Force compfi
ance with a l l  international treaties,  coor
dinat ing Air Force activit ies to counter 
the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, and was the Air Force focal 
point for space, nuclear and missi le 
defense pol icy. After retiring, he  joined 
Systems Planning and Analysis, Inc. ,  
where, as a deputy group leader  and 
senior pol icy ana lyst, he helps lead a n d  
grow the compa ny's analytic s u p p o rt  to 
the Air  Force a n d  the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense. Steve and his wife, 
Cheryl (Ulleland '83), live in northern 
Virginia with their two daughters, Caitiyn 
and Christine. Caitlyn is a sophomore at 
Virginia Tech,  and Christine is a jun ior  at 
the Thomas Edison H igh  School for 
Science a n d  Tech nology. Cheryl is  a sen· 
ior budget ana lyst managing the execu
tion of the budget for the National 
Tra nsportation Safety Board.  

Geoffrey Gatlin died Jan.  24th in Ta coma. 
Geof was raised i n  Lakewood, Wash., 
and later received his bachelor's in edu
cation from PLU. During his studies at 
PLU he dated, and soon married, Karen 

Herman "Bud" Anderson died March 20 

Irma (North) Bendock died April 1 7  

Ruth (Towe) Johnson d ied F e b .  3 
Elaine (Enwiller) Cook died March 29 

Sylvia (Blomelie) Neal died March 7 

Ludwig Siqueland died April 8 

Ellen (Hessen) Grewe died Feb. 23 

Donn Koessler died March 2 

Donald Morris died March 25 

Norman R. Fiess died on Feb. 1 2  

Ronald C ,  Jorgenson died Aug. 1 1 , 201 1 

Don Sianum died Feb. 1 5  

Joy ISuckew) Meya dJad Feb. 1 4  

Joanne Bjork Klein died Jan. 29 

David Kniefel died 001. 2 

Marjorie Kelly died Aug. 1 4, 20 1 1  

Trudy IEnstad) Campbell died 
Jan .  23 

Robert "Bob" Beller March 28 

Jack Olive died Jan.  9 

Karon Kristine Wendt d.ied Jan.  1 9  

Josephine Garabato died Jan .  1 8  
Christian G, Larsen d i e d  J a n ,  30 
Kevin O'Connell died M a rc h  1 4  

Anne IPearson) Washburn died 
Feb. 20 

Susan IBoris) Brewer died March 9 

John Taylor died Feb. 
Ernest "Richard" Kellenberger died 
Sept. 8, 201 1  

John Krogh d ied Nov, 2 1  

I '  
Geoffrey Gatlin died Jan ,  24 

Anabel lTengonciang) Negma died 
Apri l  22 

I 

Charles Sally died March 8 

·1 II 

Doris ISchnackenberg) Bohman died 
March 23. She met Walter Charles 
Schnackenberg, Jr, '31 and they were 
married on her birthday at Central 
Lutheran Church i n  Spokane in 1 94 1 .  
After they moved t o  Parkland where 
Walter became a professor of history 
at PLU. Together they raised four 
daughters, and Doris loved her rofe as 
wife and mother. They were active 
members of Tri nity Lutheran Church in 
Parkland, and life revolved around 
church, university and family.  Upon 
Walter's death i n  1 973, she moved from 
her job at Mortvedt Library at PLU to 
the Financia l  Aid Office, where she 
worked L1ntil her  retirement in 1 985. I n  
1 986 she married Morris Peter Bohman 
of Lewiston, Idaho, a fr iend from chi ld
hood.  He moved to Lakewood, where 
they lived until his death in 2000. She is 
survived by her daughters Ann 
(Schnackenberg '64) Grady, Mary 
(Schnackenberg '66) Canani, Dikka 
(Schnackenberg 'n) Berven and 
Gjertrud Schnackenberg; sister-in-law 
Elizabeth Strom, brother-in·law Wil l iam 
House; many nieces and nephews; and 
stepchi ldren Jan ice  Ke l ler, Ju l ia  
Bohman and Bruce Bohman,  and th e i r  
five ch i ldren. 

J. Robert Wills, former PLU provost, 
died on April 6. Bob became provost in 
July of 1 989 and served in that c a p a c i
ty until 1 994. After leaving PLU he 
became the dean of the Herberger 
College of Fine Arts at  Arizona State 
University. He was known for his cre
ative energy and love of the theater. 
He pubf ished widefy and received 
many professional and leadership 
honors. H e  wrote, directed and pro
duced hundreds of plays a n d  was 
known for casting mult icultural per
formances. As a PLU administrator 
Bob was always supportive of his aca
demic co l leagues and gave h is  deans 
and directors wide latitude i n  program 
oversight.  H e  was deeply commined to 
a c ademic excellence, and to increas
ing ethnic diversity at  PLU. Bob will be 
remembered as  bright, dedicated, car
ing and cordial by colleague and 
fr iends a l ike. 
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Thompson. Geof is survived by his wife, 
Karen; chi ldren Will iam and Amanda: 
granddaughter Kaylee; brothers Gene 
and Jerry Gatlin '89;  and his pa rents. 

Tom Layson is 
back in televi
sion at K BTC·TV 
as a producer, 
host and 
reporter for  the 
PBS affiliate's 
pubJic affairs 

program called "Northwest Now." Tom 
will also be  part of the station's docu· 
mentary unit, as i t  continues to evolve. 
Tom lives in Puyallup, Wash , with his 
wife, S h a ri .  Their two adult sons live in 
Helena, Mont.  

Carolyn (Crawford) Brooks co· authored 
a book, " P a rtnerships and Col laborations 
i n  Public Library Commu nities: Resources 
and Solutions." The book was released 
in December 201 1 .  

1 985 
Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 
Regge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stelling 

Shannon Brinias 
took a new job 
a s  news anchor 
a t  KDVR CBS·13 
i n  Sacramento, 
Calif .  It's the cul
mination of a 
professional 
c areer that has 

taken her from Nevada to Washington, 
and most re c ently to Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Shannon's husband, M a rk, and 
daughter, Emma Marin,  are enjoying the 
warmer climate and activities in 
Northern Cal ifornia. As a four-time win· 
ner of the Colorado Broadcaster's 
Association Best Anchor Tea m  award, 
and named as a 2011 Women of 
Inf luence in Colorado Springs, Shannon  
is  looking forward to  continuing to make 
a differe nce,  with God's he lp, i n  her new 
locale. 

1 986 
Class Representative - David Carlson 

1987 
Class Representatives - John Carr and 
Lisa Olloson 

Anabel (Tengonciang) Nagma d ied  April  
22. S h e  is survived by husband, Elmer 
Nagma. 

1988 
Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scoll 

Mark A, Mi l ler was n a m e d  vice presi
d e nt and chief information officer at 
Plum Creek Ti mber Compa ny, Inc., in 
Februa ry. M a rk will lead the compa ny's 
information technology team and the 
services it provides the comp any. 

1 989 
Class Representative - Brendan Rorem 

1 990 
Class Representative - Erick Benson and 
Mark Kurtz 

19!H 
Class Representative - Jim Morrell 

Patricia "PJ" Jarvis was rece ntly named 
the Nat ional  Association for Sp orts and 
Physical Education (NASPE) Elementary 
Physical Education Teacher of the Year. 
This award is g iven fo r outstanding 
te aching performance and the abi l ity to 
motivate today's youth to participate 
i n  a l ifetime of physical activity. PJ 
bel ieves his education at PLU was an 
amazing foundation for his succ ess a s  
a n  educator. 

Jim Morrell was 
named the new 
president and 
CEO of Peninsula 
Credit Union in 
Shelton, Wash. 
Jim had been at 
the iQ Credit 

U n i o n  i n  Vancouver, Wash., for the past 
14 years, most recently as senior vice 
president of support services. Jim has 
a long history of ind ustry involvement 
and recognit ion. He is a past chair  
of  the CUNA Te c h nology Counci l  and  
also has been on user  boards for  
Onl ine  Resources Inc . ,  and Symitar. 
H e  also has served on the N o rthwest 
Credit Union Association's Future 
Leaders Task Force and the Filene 
Research I nstitute's i3 Group. He was 
named 201 0  Distinguished Credit Un ion  
professional of the year  by the 
Washington Credit Union League, and the 
2008 information technology executive of  
the year  by Credit Un ion Times. 

1992 
Class Representative - Rebecca Benson 

Lucinda Wingard 
rec ently pub· 
l ished her debut 
novel, "The 
Turnaround 
B i rd," set in 
Timbuktu. I t's 
about what a 
modern African
American family 
finds out about 
their roots. I t's 

about fathers and d aughters; it's about 
fate and magic. It's about the West 
African adage "Wisdom is knowing what 
to pick up from your past" 

1 993 
Class Representative - Barbara (Murphy) 
Hesner 

1994 
Class Representatives - Catherine 
(Overland) Hauck and Dan Lysne 

Zara (Eichollz) Walters was promoted to 
l i eutenant colonel in the United States 
Army in June. 

1995 
Class Representative - Janet (Huss) 
Nelson 

Gennelle Ouan Simmons was named the 
new marketing manager  of  Coast360 
Federal Credit  Un ion  in G u am. 



Calvin Goings is assuming new responsi
b i l i t ies as the  assistant associate admin
istrator lor the U n ited States Small  
B u siness Administration. I n  this posi
tion, h e  is  he lp ing to direct SBA's national 
f ie ld operations as  a key member of the 
a ge ncy's leadership team. Previously 
Calvin served as a Regional  
Admin istrator for SBA lead ing the Obama 
adminIstration's smal l  bus iness programs 
and init iatives in the four state northwest 
region of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and 
Wash ington. He has received numerous 
awards a n d  c itations for his years of 
public service including the Citation 

of Leadership Award from the Small 
Business Incubator, the Distinguished 

Service Award from the Washington 
State Patrol Troopers' Association, the 
Outstanding Citizen Award from the 
Washington Jaycees, the Legislator 
of the Year Award from the Washington 
Council  of Police and SheriH's D e puties, 
the Cascade Stewardship Award 
from the Cascade Land Conservancy, 
and Distinguished Alumnus award 
from PLU. 

1 996 
Class Representatives - Steve and 
Kimberly (Nadon) Leilsen 

Tom Churchill was named in July the 
superintendent for Meridian Schools in 
Bellingham, Wash .. Tom was previously 
the superintendent of the Hood Canal 
(Wash.) School District. 

1 997 
Class Representatives - Andy and 
Stephanie (Merfe) Tomlinson 

John Meers was named i n  March the 
pr inc ipa l  01 A.J, West Elementary school 
i n  Aberdeen, Wash, He completed both 
his maste r's of arts i n  edu cation and prin
c i p a l's c e rtif icate at  PLU. 

Charfes Sally died M a r. 8. He served four 
years a s  a hospital  corpsman i n  the U.S. 
Navy after h igh school .  H e  loved shoot
ing  pool a nd was a n  avid bowler. He 
e a rned h is  b a c h elor's degree from 
Seattle University and then attended PLU 
where he obtained his master's degree in 
counseling. H e  is survived by his daugh
ter, Cori Safly; sister, Karen Johnson; 
brothers, Ron Safly and John Safly; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

1 998 
Class Representative - Shannon 
(Herlocker) Stewart 

1 999 
Class R e p resentative - Julie (Johnston) 
Bulow von Dennewill 

2000 
Class Representative - Ashley Orr 

Jeremy Johnston has been chosen for 
membership into The National Trial 
Lawyers: Top 40 Under 40. This is extend
ed exclusively to those individuals who 
exemplify superior qualifications, trial 
resuits, and lead ership as a young trial 
attorney. J e remy has also been chosen 
for inc l usion on the 20 1 2  Washington 
Rising Sta r l ist for Super lawyers. No 

more than 2.5 percent of lawyers in 
Washington are named to the l ist .  

200 1  
Class Representative - Michael Mauss 
and Brianne (McQuaig) Vertrees 

Christopher "Kit" Shanholtzer was 
named the Washington State I n dustrial 
Tec h n i c a l  Educators Association's 
Tea c h e r  of the Year. 

2002 
Cla ss R e prese ntatives - Nicholas Game 
and Brian Riehs 

Justine Colombo and Mark Hammond 
c e l e b rated their divorce in style on Aug.  
1 , 201 1 .  They p lan  to continue be ing stel
lar  parents and dedicate this dissolution 
to the "American  Dream." 

Jamelyn "Jamie" Keatts is currently 
working a s  a mental hea lth therapist in 
the Seattle area. See www.jame
Iynkeatts. com for more specif ics.  

Kirstin (Vorhes) 
Sellers m a rried 
Ryan Sellers on 
Aug . 29, 2009, in 

Yachats, Ore. The 
wedding was an 
intimate event 

I!II_��_��...I with family and a 
few close fn ends, Lutes in attendance 
in clud ed Stephanie Trudel '02, Justine 
Colombo '03 and Mark Hammond '03. 
Just ine Colombo served as the match
m a ker, introduc ing the coup le  i n  2005. 

Aher purchasing their first home in 
U niversity P l a c e, Wash., Ryan and Kirstin 
h a ppily added two fur-children to the 
fa mi ly in 2010, dogs Lulu and J uno, In 
201 1 ,  Kirstin graduated from PLU for the 
second t ime with the complet ion of her 
master's of sc ience in n u rs ing .  Both Ryan 
and Kirsten work at the Val ley Med ica l  
Center  i n  Renton  - Ryan as a n  interactive 
patient c a re manager  lor the G etWell 
Network, and Kirstin as a c l i n ica l  nurse 
specia l ist for Med-Surg.  

2003 
Class Representative - Elisabeth (Pynn) 
Himmelman 

Man Shilllkus portrayed C.S.  Lewis in 
"Freud's Last Session" at  Ta proot 
Theatre Company i n  Seattle, Wash. This 
two-man play is based on a n  imagined 
conversation between the lather 01 a 
modern psychologist and a young 
"up-a nd-coming" Christ ian a c ademic .  
This was Matt's second turn a s  a 
"dead theologian" at Ta proot. Last spring 
h e  played Dietrich Bonhoeffer i n  "The 
Beams Are Cracking."  Matt currently 
works with Microsoh 343 Studios in the 
development of Halo 4, both a s  a script 
consultant and a motion-capture actor. 
He l ives in Ta coma, with h is  writer wife, 
Emilie (Rommel) Shimkus, and their 
1 -year-old daughter, Robin. 

2004 
Class Representative - Tammy lynn 
Schaps 

Jace Krause and wife, Ellen (Over) 
Krause, recently moved to Portland, Ore.,  
with their son, Leo (2). El len i s  a nurse at  
Emmanuel  Hosp i ta l  in the Neonata l  ICU .  

2005 
Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Jedd Chang and 
h is  wife, 
Miche l ie, have 
departed on a 
27-month com
mitment with 

Peace Corps as 
youth program 

volunteers in Ja ma ica in M a rch .  Their  
updates c a n  be lound at http://simplyin

tentional. wordpress. com. 

Kendall Blair completed h i s  tradit ional 
rotating internship i n  June, and started 
his three-year residency i n  internal med
ic ine  at  South J e rsey Hea ltheare i n  
Vineland,  N . J .  

Mike E l l ison married Katie (Mevie) 
E l l ison on S e pt. 5,  2010. The couple now 
lives i n  La M e sa, Cal if .  

2006 
Class Representative - Jenna 
(Steffenson) Serr 

Jenna (Steffenson) Serr and husband, 
Man Serr '05, a re both teaching kinder
garten aher completing their master's of 
educ ation at  PLU i n  20 1 0  and 201 1 ,  
respectively. 

Mallory (Dolbeer) Haynes married Kyle 
Haynes in June 201 1 i n  Mola l la ,  Ore. 
Amanda Clark '07 was the maid 01 honor. 

Stacey (Stone) 
Semmler mar
ried Matthew 
Semmler i n  Ju ly  
201 1  i n  Spokane,  
Wash .  Lutes i n  
attendance were 
Geoff Bullock 

'87, Ruth (Christensen) Bullock '85, 
Kathryn Bullock '12, TIffany (Stone) Cook 
'02, Kimberly Stone '12, David Swoish 
'06, Amy (Anderson) Swoish '07 and 
Elizabeth Chase '06. 

2007 
Class Representative - Kaarin Praxel 
and John McClimans 

Jennie 
(Krauszer) Barge 
married B a rrett 
Barge on June 1 1 , 
201 1 .  She is worl<
ing on her mas
ters degree in 
speech language 

pathology at Louisiana State University. 

Katie Crawford graduated in 201 1  Irom 
the U niversity of Sydney (Australia) with 
a master's degree in peace and contlict 
studies. She is currently working i n  the 
U S  Program lor the Bill and Mel inda 
G ates Foundation. 

Kathleen Flenniken was named 
Washington state's poet  laureate lor 
201 2-20 1 4 ,  Kath lee n is also president 01 
the non prolit F loating B ridge Press, 
which teaches poetry and publ ishes 
Washington State poets. 

Katie Oxenford was promoted to s e nior 
a c c o unt executive at  Waggener  Edstrom 
Worldwide in Febru ary. 

Nolan Ball and his wile, Emily, c urrently 
serve in the Pea c e  Corps in Nang Khai, 
Thailand. They will be there through 
March 2014. Nolan i s  in program devel
opment and Emily is teaChing Eng lish . 

Shawn Blocker was promoted to Unit  3 
manager  lor site c lean-up in the U.S .  
Environmental Protection Agency i n  
April . Un i t  3, which serves Alaska, Ida ho, 
Oregon, and Washington, i s  respons ib le  
for  about one-third 01 the s u perfund 
c leanups for the U.S.  EPA. 

20118 
Class Represe ntative - Christy Olsen 
Field and Courtney Stringer 

Kevin Stark recently e a rn e d  h i s  master's 
degree in cross-cultural commun ication 
Irom the University of Sydney. 

Eric Allen is currently attending gradu
ate school studying geology at  Utah 
State University, in Logan, Utah.  

leann Conley i s  the d i re c tor  of choirs at  
Chabot  Co l lege in Hayward, Cal if .  

Jill  Russell was recently h i red  a s  a 
soc i a l  media producer  for Fisher 
Comm unications in Seattle. Her job 
entai ls m a n aging the l ife and style sec
tion 01 KOM Onews.com, and ma inta in ing  
the socia l  media pages and web sites for 
STAR 1 0 1 .5-FM and KVI-AM. 

2009 
Class Representative - Maren 
(Anderson) Johnson a n d  Amy Spieker 

Kori loomis is currently working in rural 
Japan where she teaches English to 

c h i ldren Irom k inderg a rten to high
school  level .  I n  her  free time, Kor i  stud
ies the Japanese instruments koto a n d  
shamisen,  f o r  which she regularly gives 
local  performances. She also enjoys 
playing taiko drums with her local 
taiko group, often at festivals. On 

weekends she learns Japanese tradi
tional dance. shibu. She also enjoys 
speaking Japanese everyday and 
exploring the beautiful countryside 

around her. 

Nathan Hulings was recently hired as 
communications specia l ist for The 
Boeing Compa ny. His new position 
entails creating videos and correspoll
dence  lor the company's internal news 
servi ce .  

20 1 0  
Class Representative - Nick Caraballo 
and Jillian Foss 
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cia. s 
continlted 
Kelsey Liddle married David Horne on 
Sept. 24, 20 1 1 ,  at M o utain Springs Lodge 
in Leavenworth, Wash. Allison Valenta 
'10 w�s the maid of honor. Kelsey is c ur
rently working with the Tacoma 
Convention and Visitors B u reau.  She will 
soon join David i n  St. Louis, where he is  
working wi th  Burns and M c Donnell. PLU 
staH and a lumni  i n  atte ndance included 
D r  Rob ert Wel ls,  Josh Baeth '05, Bridget 
(Roth '04) Baeth, Paul Woolsey '08, and 
Chad Hall '10. 

Anne-Marie 
(Shea) 
Leichsenring 
married Seth 
Leichsenring '09 
on May 2 1 ,  201 1 ,  
in Yelm, 
Wash. 

Tara (Spain) Pasechnik married Dan 
Pasechnik  on Nov. 12, 201 1 ,  in Seattle. 
Katrine Myhre '11 was the maid  
of  honor. 

201 1 
Class Representative - Caroline Olsen, 
Adam Story and Lynsey Tveit 

Katherine 
Alegado recently 
became a mar
keting manager 
at Hind Site 
Intera ctive, I n c .  
She w o u l d  l ike  to 
thank PLU pro

fessors Diane H a rney and Amy Young 
from the School  of Arts and 
Communication for their continuous gu id 
ance and encouragement. The  position 
of m a rketing manager for a company is  
one that  she on ly  dreamed of. Through 
hard work, determination and amazing 
mentors, she was ab le to make that 
dream a real ity immediately after 
graduation. 

Andrew Reyna 
married Jenna 
ICallaway) 
Reyna on July 6, 
201 1 ,  in Salem 
O re.  Jenna is 
c u rrently work
ing at  Legacy 

Emanuel Hospital in Portland, O re., as  a n  
R N  a t  the family bi rth center. Andrew 
attends med ica l  school at Oregon H ealth 
and Science University. 

2012 

Hannah 
(Hutchins) 
Comerford 
married 
Jason 
Comerford '09 
on O ct. 
22, 201 1 .  

Class Representative - Kelvin Adams 
and Caitlyn Jackson 

38 PLU SCENE FALL 201 2 :>  ONE-aN-ONE 

Future Lute 

1 995 

1 996 

Sara (VanNice) 
Sandlin a n d  hus
band, Mark 
Sandlin '96, 
announce the 
birth of their son, 
Paul Preston, on 
Dec.  1 5. 

Farah (Hussain) 
Ardmore and 
husband, Danie l  
Ardmore, 
announce the 
birth of  their 
daug hter, Aeva 
Elizabeth, on 
Nov. 28. 

She joins their two boys, Gabriel, 9, 
and Aaron, 4, as a happy add it ion 
to the fami ly. 

1 997 

brother, Seren, 4. 

2000 

Angela (Phay) 
Anderson and 
husband,  
J o nathan, wel 
comed the birth 
of their second 
son, Leif, on Feb. 
25. Leif joins 

Cody Johnson 
and his wife, 
Kira (Dove) 
Johnson '01. 
announce the 
birth of their 

daughter, Katheryn Dove, on Jan.  6.  
Kate joins her  big brother, Wil l ,  
who is 3 years old. 

200 1 

Rich Kuehn and 
wife, Ju l ie,  
announce the 
birth of daughter, 
Natalie Mae, on 
Dec.  22. Natal ie 
joins big sister, 
Haylie Pearl, 3. 

Jill (Schnased 
O'Hanlon and 
Brian O'Hanlon 
'00 ce l ebrated 
the birth of their 
daughter, 
Emerson 
Grace, on 
Dec. 1 1 .  Ji l l  

works part-time a t  Customink.com as 
a sales representative, and Brian 
works for the U.S.  Department of 
Commerce as an international trade 
specialist. 

Jordyn, 4, and Saige, 2. 

Tyler Imig and 
wife, Christen, 
welcomed the 
birth of their 
son, E l ias 
Pa'ahana ,Imig,  
o n Jan. 14. 
Elias jOins 
big sisters, 

Brooke (Mueller) 
Hartman and 
husband, Craig 
Hartman, ce le
brated the  bi rth 
of their daug hter, 
Hazel  Anne,  on 
Feb. 26 at Alaska 

Regional Hospital i n  Anchorage, Alaska. 

Audrey, on March 6. 

2002 

Carter 
Smithhart and 
wife, Lisanna 
(Seim '06) 
Smithhart, 
celebrated the 
birth of their 
dau ghter, 

Nathan a n d  h i s  
wife, Cailyn 
(Akers) Aune, 
ce le brated the 
bi rth of thei r third 
ch i ld ,  Grayson 
A u n e, on June 
27,  201 1 .  Grayson 

is adored by his older siblings, Jane,  4, 
and J e nsen, 2. 

Eleanor (Morton) 
Munich and 
husband, Will 
Munich, 
announced the 
birth of th e i r  
daug hter, 
Johanna Elise 
Mu nich, on 

Dec. 3 1 .  Johanna joins big brother, 
Anders, 3. 

2003 

Berit (Olsen) 
Martin has two 
ch i ldren, Aksel, 
who was born 
in August 201 1 ,  
a n d  Asher, who 
is now 3 years 
o ld .  

Jacob 
Himmelman and 
Elisabeth (pynn) 
Himmelman 
proudly 
announce the 
birth of Jens 
(pronounced 
yhenz) 

Tim othy Pynn, on March 20. 

big brother, Ryan, 4. 

2004 

2006 

Wesco« Collom 
and Martina 
(Isop) Collom 
celebrated the 
birth of their 
son,  Keaton 
Col lom, on 
March 29. 

Ji l l ian (Clark) 
Luebke and hus
band, Joshua 
Luebke, wel
comed the birth 
of their second 
son, Andrew, on 
Aug. 23, 201 1 .  
Andrew jo ined 

Andy loe and 
wife,  Erin (Feutz 
'04) Loe, along 
with th e i r  son, 
Ri ley, welcomed 
Addison Lauren 
Loe on Dec 8th, 
201 1 

Dena 
Hedegaard 
welcomed the 
birth o f  her 
daughter, 
Estela Guevara, 
on Nov. 29. 

Naomi (Wilkins) Fanshier and 
husband, M a rc Fa nshier, welcomed 
the bi rth of their son, Carter Warren, 
on Dec.  30, 2010. 

Mallory (Dolbeer) 'Haynes and 
husband, Kyle Haynes, welcomed 
a daughter and future Lute, Lyla 
Grace, on M a rc h  6. 

2007 
Amanda 
(Petersen
Anderson) 
Jacobson 
gave birth to 
a son, 
Beauregard 
"Beau"  

Daniel Smith and wife, Katelyn, wel 
comed the  bi rth of  their daughter, 
Mad elyn, on Jan. 30. 

2008 

Renee, on Oct. 3 1 .  � 

Kristina (Nelson) 
Leopold and 
husband, 
Matthew, wel
comed the 
bi rth of their 
daug hter, 
Maddison 
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women are porrrayed, led Ramos ro 
become in terested i n  how language is 
used ro describe other things. 

"\Vhen I was in grad school, I started 
ro focus my work on animals and how 
they are portrayed in language," Ramos 
said. 

The field of s tudies she d raws from is 
critical animal studies with a focus in 
"anthropomorphism" - the attri bution 
of h u man characteristics and p urposes 
to inanimate objects animals, plants or 
pretty much anything that isn't h uman. 
She also foc uses on its counte rpart 
"animalization," which is the attribu
tion of animal behaviors - like crawling 
- ro h uman beings. 

I t  wasn't long before Ramos noticed 
how o ften descriptions used ro describe 
animals are attributed ro h umans to 
disparage gender, class and race. 

" We can aLl think of a few ways ani
mal descriptions have been used to 
describe women," Ramos said .  "We tend 
ro think of o u rselves as s u preme to ani
mals." 

Ramos' examination of language -
and parriculariy how women and ani
mals are described - intersected with 
i m migration issues on the day she 
noticed the word "crawling" in that 
" New York Times" article. Ramos 
understood the issu.es being a M exican-

American, but she never thought she'd 
want to exam ine them as part o f  her 
profession. 

"I always thought I'm glad I don't do 
scholarship on immigration because it 
would get me too fired up," she said. 
"But that was when it all came together." 

At PLU, Ramos has been able to com
bine her interests i n  language and 
i mmigration through courses she 
teaches, as well  as th rough the universi
t:y's Common Reading Program. This 
year for the first time, the entire cam
pus - students, staff and faculty - is 
reading the same book at the same 
time, exploring i m migration,  race and 
gender identity thro ugh the novel "Into 
the Beautifu l  North" by Luis Alberto 
U rrea. Urrea will be on campus 
September 1 3 th to speak on the topic 
and his  book. 

The novel features a young Mexican 
teenager, Nayeli, who notices that, just  
as  her father did,  many of the men of 
her village have gone to the United 
States ro find work. While watching the 
classic 1 960s \Vestcrn fil m  "The 
Magnificent Seven," she decides to 
head north and recruit her own "Siere 
Magnificos" to repopulate and protect 
her hometown. 

According ro Ramos, the jou rney 
Naydi rakes is fascinating, heartbreak-

ing and even a li ttle bit hopeful,  
because a c haracrer l ike Nayeli is devel
oping her sense of identify withou t  the 
benefit of her father's guidance. 

For Ramos, stOries l ike "Into the 
Beautiful  Norrh" are appealing because 
they are not simply a good read, but  
they accurately s how j us t  how complex 
the world really is. 

And those complexities can be lost, 
she bel.ie.ves, when people casually use 
loaded words to describe people who 
are different fro m  them - sLlch as 
descri bing an immigrant to [le "crawl
ing" like an animal. 

"I think on my better days as a 
teacher I do make that connection," 
Ramos said.  "That's what's great about 
PLU students. They want to make 
those connections. 

"They (stLIdents) really valu e  educa
tion in ways you don't get at all institu
tions ."  

She feels a sense of accomplishment 
when she starts seeing students use 
terms in class and descriptions that 
she's conveying, effortlessly. As if i t  was 
just  the way they always spoke. 

"I  don't need them ro think l ike me at 
the end o f  the course, bu t I want them 
to consider and question the concepts," 
Ramos said. [ill 

-Clwis Albe,.t 
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La n g u a g e  s h a pes  how we e e  th e world 

Assistant Professor of Engl ish Adela Ramos' examination of language - and part icu larly how women and  an imals are desc ribed - intersected with immigration 
issues on the d ay she noticed the word " crawl ing" referring to an  immigrant i n  a " N ew York Times" arti c le .  

dela Ramos wil l  never forget the 
day when, as a graduate student at 
Columbia University in New York 

City, she was reading a "New York Times" 
article about a Mexican immigrant who 
was described as crawling under a fence 
to make it into the United States. 

The word "crawli ng" struck Ramos as 
an odd way to describe a person cross
i n g  the border. 

People aren 't  typicall}! described that 
way, ani mals are. 

"It wasn't the journalist being deroga
tory," Ramos, an assistant professor of 
English, said of the article. "But it was 
animalizing the immigrant. I t's one way 
of dehumanizing people - for sure." 

In fact, Ramos noted that using the 
word "crawling" to describe an immi
grant was not simply l i m i ted to this 
one instance - i t  had become accepted. 
For Ramos, that was troubling. 

" Language says a lot about how we 
see the world," she said. 

Ramos has been fascinated with lan
guage and how it is used in l i terature 
since her time as an undergrad uate stu
dent a t  Universidad Nacional 
Aut6noma de Mexico. It began wi th a 
teacher who brought to life 1 8th centu
ry British novels - and in particular, the 
role women played in the devL'lopment 
of such novels. 

Her i nterest in understanding how 

continued on page 39 
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