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T h e  campus blooms l ike a spr ingti m e  flower. Photo illustration by Jordan Hartman '02. 

A P R I L  

Apri l  1 ,  7 p,m. 
Lite rary S potl i g ht Series:  Er ica 

B a u ermeist e r  
G a rfie l d  Book C o m p a ny, F ires ide Lo u n g e  

A p r i l  6 ,  1 0:30 a,m. 
Wom e n ' s  Voi ces a n d  Votes: Was h i n gton 

Suffra g e  
G a rfi e ld  B o o k  C o m p a ny, Commu n ity Room 

Apri l  6,  6 p.m.  
M B A  Speaker S e ries :  J im Fre d r i c kson, 

M i c rosoft Corporation 

M orken C e nte r, Publ ic  Events Room 

Apri l  6, 8 p.m. 
R e g ency Conc ert S e ries :  Lyr ic 

B rass Qui ntet 
M a ry B aker  Russ e l l  M us ic  C e nter, 

La g e rqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

April 8 ,  8 p.m. 

Stu d i o  S e ries :  Sax Stud i o  R e c ital  

M a ry Baker Russel l  Music Center, 

Lagerqu ist C o n c ert H a l l  

April  8 ,  7 p.m. 
J o l ita Benson  E d u c at ion Lecture:  
U n intended Conseq u e n c e s  of Te c h n o logy 
U n iversity Center, 

CK East 

April  9, 3 p.m. 

D iv is ion of S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  Lectu r e  
Xavi e r, 1 50 

Apri l 1 1 ,  2 p.m. 

Nord ic  Fi l m  S e ries :  " A b e rd e e n "  

S c a n d i nav ian  Cu ltura l  C e nter  

Apri l  13,  7:30 p.m.  

Re l ig ion  D e p artment  P u b l i c  Lecture 
S c a n d i n av ian  Cu ltura l Center  

Apri l  15,  6 p.m.  
H e b rew I d o l  L ive F i n a l e  
A d m i n istratio n  Bu i l d ing ,  1 0 1  

April 1 5, 8 p.m. 

Choral  Ser ies :  U n iversity Chorale Conc ert 

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  M u s i c  Ce nte r, 

Lag e rqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

Apri l 16-17, 7:30 p.m. 

D a n c e  20 1 0  
Eastvold A u d itorium 

April  17, 8:30 a.m. 

P e a c e  B u i l d i n g  at the Loc a l  level 

R i e k e  S c i e n c e  Cente r, Leraas 
Lecture H a l l  

April  18, 3 p.m. 
R i c h a rd D. Moe Organ R e c ita l  S e ries :  J a c k  

Mitc h e n e r, G u est Organ ist 

M a ry Baker  Russel l  Mus ic  C e nter, 
Lag e rqu ist C o n ce rt H a ll 

April 1 8, 8 p.m. 

Artist Series: Al ison S i n coff (flute) and G a i l  

Be renson ( p iano)  

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  Mus ic  Center, 

La g e rqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

April  20, 7:30 p.m. 
Ea rth Day C e l e b rat ion Ta l k :  D avid 

Montg o m e ry, author of " D i rt: 

The E ros ion  of C iv i l i zat ions" 
S c a n d i navi a n  Cu ltura l  Center 

April  20, 8 IP.m. 
Chora l  S e ries :  U n iversity S i n g ers a n d  
V o c a l  E n s e m b l e  

M a ry Baker  R u s s e l l  Mus ic  C e nter, 
La g e rq u ist Conc ert H a l l  

April 21 , 7 p.m. 
Ph i losophy D e p a rtment  Lecture 
S c a n d inav ian Cultural Center  

Apri l  22, 5 p.m. 
Equal  Pay Day Speaker  
S c a n d inav ian Cultural C e nter 

April  23, 7 p.m. 

H a rmony P R I D E  D ra g  S h ow 
U nive rsity C e nter, CK 

April  24, Noon 

Stu d i o  Ser ies :  Bassoon Ensemble  Conc e rt 

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  Mus ic  C e nter, 
Lag e rqu ist C o n c ert H a l l  

April 26, 6 p.m. 

MBA S p e a k e r  Series: Lyn n  M i c h a e l is, 
Strate g i c  Economic  A n a lysis 

Morken  Center, P u b l i c  Eve nts Room 

April  26, 7:30 p.m. 
I n g ra m  Le ctu re by D r. Amir H u ssa i n  
Sca n d i nav ian  C u ltural Center  

Apri l  27, 8 p.m. 
Choral  Ser ies :  Cho ir  of th e West 
H o m e c o m i n g  Concert 

M a ry Baker  Russe l l  Mus ic  C e nter, 
Lagerquist Conc ert H a l l  

April  28, 8 p.m. 
B a n d  Series :  U n iversity Conc ert B a n d  

M a ry B a k e r  R u s s e l l  Mus ic  C enter, 
Lag e rqu ist Con c e rt H a l l  
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Explore ! celebrates 
seven years with record 
attendance 

he Explore fi rst-year stu dent 
retreat celeb rated its seventh 
year as part of the PLU experi-

ence in  January, with a record 150 
students attending the off-campus , 

overn i ght event. 
' 'This weekend really gives students 

pe rm i ssion to ask questions that can 
help identify things that they are called 
to do," Amber Dehne, assistant d irector 
of student involvement and leade rsh ip , 

said. "In col lege , there is a lot of pres­
sure to have all of the answers, bur here 
the students are the ones who get to 
ask most of the questions . "  

Explore !  is  part of PLU's ground­
breaking "Wild Hope" p roject, which 
seeks to encourage exploration of the 
concep t of vocation - the mean ing and 
p urpose of l ife - among students. Wild 
Hope and Explore! are funded by a 
gran t from the Lily Endowment, I nc.  

As part of the program, student par­
ticipan ts fo rm small groups with a 
leader who can answer questions 

throughout the weekend. There are stu­
dent panels with upperclassmen, and a 
staff/faculty panel where they d iscuss 
their vocational development since 
their graduation. 

"Col lege provid es a lot of opportuni­
ties and even encou rages students to 
ask a lot of questions," Explor ! stu­
dent coo rd i nator Elizabeth G insberg 
' 1 2  said .  "It's nice fo r these students to 
have a weekend to get away and think 
about t h e  isslles  thar they faced during 
the fi rst semester. That's what I did last 
year, and now I want to help other stu­
dents do the same." 

Steven Starkovich 
named provost 

teven P. Starkovich has been 
named provost and dean of grad­
uate stlldies thro u gh the 20 1 1 - 1 2  

academic year. H e  had been serving as 
acti ng p rovost this year during the sab­

batical leave of Patricia O 'Connell 
Killen, She is returning to her a1nu 
mater to become academic vice pres i­
dent at Gonzaga University i n  Spokanc. 

Starkovich first came to PLU in the 

A record 1 50 students attended Explore ! ,  where first-ye a r  stude nts seek to explore the meaning a n d  
purpose of l ife. 

fal l  of 1 992 to teach 
one course in the 
phys ics department as 
he was finishing his 
PhD from the 
U n ivcrsi ty of Victoria, 
British Columbia. He 

h as been teach i ng continuously ever 
since . In 1 997, he was hired into a 
tenure-track pos ition, and s ince 200 I 
has been associate p rofessor of physics. 
He has served the universi ty as a depart­

ment chair and has ex tensive experience 
on the. Faculty Affairs Comminee and 
Budget Advisory Committee. 

S tarkovich's profess ional academ ic 
expertise is in general relativity and cos-

mology. As an undergraduate he studied 
atmospheric chemistry, graduating from 
Oregon State Un iversi ty in 1 976. [ n  the 
mid- 1 980s he served in the Oregon 
State Senate working on issucs related 
to the environment, labor and educa­
tion. In 1 985, he earned a master's 
degree from the Un iversity of Oregon i n  
educational policy and management 
with an emphasis in higher education 
ad minis tration. 

In the belief tlut every small college 
should have an observatory, Starkovich 
wrote the "astronomy half" of the 
$500,000 grant from the \'\I.M.  Keck 
Foundation that brough t an astronomical 
observatory to the PLU campus in 1 998. 
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here & now 
continued 

Campus hosts high­
profile conferences 

. 
r was a busy spring at PLU, with the 
university hos t ing high-profi le 
eV('l1[s . In  early March , the 20 1 0  

\Vang C'mer Symposium b rough t 
numcrous speakers to campus to dis­
cuss the global impact of  spons and 
recreation. The event ,  t i tled 
" Understand ing rhe World Through 
Spons and Recreat ion," feamred a 
keynote address by Olympic speed skat­
mg gold medalist Joey Cheek, who has 
used the imcrnational stage to turn the 
1V0rld's attenrion to the pl ight of the 
population of Darfur. 

The Powell and Hellex 2 0 1 0  Holocaust 
Conference rook place March 1 8-20, 

bringing SOUlE' of the most prominen t 
Holocaust scholars to campus . 

Renowned scholar - and former PLU 
professor - Christopher Brown ing del iv­
ered the openi ng lecture. Other high­
lights included Carl \X/i lkens' discllssing 
his eyewi rness aCC O U J 1 (  of the Rwandan 

genocide, and a specia.l presentation of 
music from the Holocausr. 

Scudencs also got in co the acr with the 
unique partners h i p  betwecn thc Wild 
Hope Projecr and the Division of 
Natural Scienccs. The resu l t  was "Meant 
to Live: Unearth Your Passion . " The 
rwo-day event in late February fea­
tured panels of recent alumni, wbo 
discussed the passions and interests 
that have b rought them to the i r  
place I II l i fe. [�eed Ti mmer from 
the  D iscovery Cha.nnc! 's "Storm 
:hasers" was the keynote 

speaker. 

Taylor  H a g b o  

Olympic speed  skating go ld m e dal ist J oey C h e e k  d e l ivered t h e  keynote ad dress at t h e  Wang C e nter 's  
symposium "U ndersta nding the World Thro ugh Sports a n d  R e c reat ion ."  

On a whim, Taylor 
Hagbo wows PLU 
Idol audience 

[n what has become a January tradi­
tion, the th ird-annual PLU Idol comest 
wowed both the aud ience and judges 
with enrhusiastic a.nd talemcd -- per­
formances. This year's winner, Taylor 
Hagbo ' [ j pul led out a l l  the s cops, ll1ak-

ing all of Lagerquist  ConcerT H al l  h is  
stage and gett ing the crowd s ingi ng 
along [() his  original song. But  the rea­
son behind Hagbo's performance mad­
ness wa.sn ' t  Jus t  to be crowned the th i rd 
PLU [dol, bu t  to catch the eye of a girl .  

"1 son of  did i t  on  a wh im,"  he said . "{ 
was try ing to i mpress this girl. I th ink 
i t ' s  work ing maybe." 

I t  certainly impressed everyone else. 

Faculty members 
honored for excellence 

ur PLU faClr lry members were 
honored this past December as 
the 2009- 1 0  Faculty Excellence 

Awards recjpienrs. The a.wards seek to 

recognize olltsta.nding accomplish­
ments of the faculty i n  five areas of 
work: teaching, advising, mentoring, 
research, a.nd service. The recipit,nts 
were llominated and selected by thei r 
p eers, sign ifying their h igh regard 
among those who know them wel l .  

This year's Facu l ty Excel lence Awards 
wem [0 Lisa MarcLlS, associate professo-r 
of English (for  teaching): Anna Leon­
Guerrero, p rofessor of socio lugy (for 
research); M ichael HaJvorson, associate 
professor of h i s tory (for research) ;  and 
Joanna Gregson, associate p rofessor of 
sociology (for l1lemorship) .  



PLU targets 2020 to be 
'carbon neutral' 

P
· LU has imp lemenced a compre­
hensive sllsrainab i l i ry plan to 
ensure It  remall1S a leader I n  

envi wnmemal sustainability on col lege 
campuses. Th e plan is called the 
Climaee Action Plan and Susraina bil iry 
G uide.  

"We have a long history of practi cing 
suscainable environmental sreward shi p 
ar PLU." Presiden t Loren J. Anderson 
said.  "No\\' this comprehensive plan rein­
forces the dedication of rhe emire cam­
pus community to reaching the goal of 

being carbon neurral by 2020." 
The comprehensive p lan defi nes wha t 

PLU's carbon footprint  is and the steps 
the  u n ivers ity must  take to reduce ir. As 
an exam ple, the plan ident i fies :Lnd 
comm i es to fac i l i ty u pgrades that will  
point th' u n iversi ty toward carbon 
neutral iry. 

There are also sma ll e r steps rhat 
make a sign ificam d i fference. 

For i nstance, PLU Susta inabi l i ty 
Coordinator C h ri ss)' Cooley plans to 

launch a cam paign to encourage people 
to shut o ff campus computers when 
thi?)1 are not in use. She notes that there 
are ncarly \600 computers on campus. 
When those co m p u ters run 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, it cos . PLU 
$ 1 24,000 annually. By cu tt i ng tbar to 
eight hours a day, only five days a week, 
and th en further subtracting holidays, 
Cooley estimates that PLU would save 
more than $90,000 a year. 

N eeb Center receives 
LEED certified 
gold status 

P
LU'S Marrin ]. Neeb Cemer offi­
cially receive d  a gol d  ran k i ng 
from the Leadersh ip in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEEO) 
from the u.s ,  Green Bui lding .ouncil .  
The CC[ltt: r is the only radio faci l i ty in 
the narion with a LEEO G old ran ki ng. 

"We arc proud that the building 
meets LEEO G o ld srandJ.rds and 
affirms Pacific Luthe ran U niversity'S 

commitment to energy conservation," 
PLU President Loren J .  Anderson sJ.id. 

The Neeb Center is ho me to th e radio 
station 88.5 KPLU and the all-Jazz Wcb 
stream, Jazz24. This past June tbe sta­
tion moved to the new bu i lding after 1 8  
months o f  construction.  I t  also houses 
PLU's Office of Development. 

Eva ]ohnson '95, d i recror of s tu­
dent involvement and leadership,  
receiwd the Region V 2009 
O urstanding M id-Level Professional 
Award from NASPA. the StlIdent 
Affairs Ad m i n istrarors i n  H igher 
Education. Oohnson is  pictllred 
above wi th faculty mentor Jeremr 
Stringer.) 

Charles A. Bergman, professor of 

English, published a Smithsonian 
magazine essay "Wildlife Trafficking" 
(December 2009) reporting on the 
i l l ic it  trade of stolen wild an i mals i n  
Ecuador's rain forest. 

Brenda L. Ihssen, visiting assisrant 
p rofessor of religion, published an 
article in the "ARTS: The Arts in 
Religious and Theological Studies" 

(issue 2 1 :  I, 2009) enti tled "Smashing 
God's Face - Art, Theology, and 
Violence in the Byzant i ne E m p i re." 

Kevin ]. O'Brien, 
assistant professor 
of religio n, wil l  have 
his  book. "An Eth ics 
of Biodivers ity: 
Christiani ty, 
Ecology, and the 

Variery of L i fe," published i n  June 
2 0 1 0  by Georgetown Un iversity Press. 

Reaching LEED Gold is recognition 
that the b u i lding i s  both energy effi­
cient and e nvironmentally sound. 

The Neeb Cemer is the second new 
bui lding at Pacific Lutheran U nive rs i ty 
to achieve LEEO Gold status, the other 
being the Morken Centcr fo r Learning 
and Te chnology. llil 

Troy Storfjell, associate pro fesso r 
of languagt's and l i teratures, 
appeared in twO episodes of the 
Hi storv Channel television series I 

"Clash of the Gods" in his  capacity as 
a Scandinavianist scholar. Storfjell 
also had his article "Borrowed 
Authenticiry: America in Markens 
grode," a postcolonial analysis of 
Knut Hamsun's most popular novel, 
published in Notdlit: Tidsskrift i lir­
teratur og kultur (Nordlir: Joumal of 
Literature and Culture). 

Nathalie op de 
Beeck. associate 
professor of 
English, provides 
the critical essay for 
"Lirtle Machinery -
A Critical Facsimile 

Edition by MalY Liddell" Oune 2009: 
Wayne Stare University Prt·ss). Op de 
Beeck examines Liddell's pictorial 
srorytel l ing, and connects her work 
ro artistic conventions of the 1 920s. 

Rick P. Barot, assistant professor 
of English, received a 2009 Artist 
Trus t/Washingron Stare Arts 
Comm ission Fellowship.  The award 
recognizes an artist's creative excel­
lence and aCt'Ol11 plishmellt, profes­
sional achievement and continuing 
dedication ro their artistic discipline. 

Edwin C. Powell, associate pro­
fessor of m usic, published an article 
detai l ing rhe PLU wind and jazz 
Ensembles tour o f D u  J ian Yang. 
"Touring C hina," was publ ished in 
the "National Band Association 
Journal ."  (December 2009) 
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H o l o c a u st Confere n c e, e n d owed c h a i r  u nd e rscore d isti n cti o n  

hen the third an nual Powell 
and Heller Holocaust 
Confe rence wrapped up i ts 

last session on Marc h  20, organ izers 
viewed the three-day eve n t  as nothing 
short o f  a success. The con ference 
brought more than a dozen i n te rna­
tional Holocaust scholars ro campus 
and each lecture and discussion round­
table was well  atte nded. 

The confe re nce was also a L ime ro cel­
ebrate i mportant m ilesrones that wi l l  
ensure the Holocaust wi l l  be studied at  
PLU for years ro come.  New gifts in 
support of  the Kurt Mayer 
Professors h i p  i n  Holocaust Studies 
have pushed that endowment rotal 
beyond $2 m i ll ion , making it the t h i rd 
endowed chair at PLU. The Kurt Mayer 
Chair i n  Holocaust Stud ies again 
secures the un iversi ty ' S position as one 
of the premier centers for Holocaust 
stud ies in the 11;1 [ion. 

The Holocaust con ference sessions 
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were broad as they were engaging -
there were stories from survivors of the 
Holocaust, an eyewi rness vicw of the 
H .. wandan genocide , even a performance 
of music associated with the Holocaust. 

Of special  i mporrance , ed ucators were 
also i nvitcd ro campus to consider ways 
to better teach the Holocaust - and, ccr­
tainly, the lessons of rolerance - in mid­
dle and secondary schoo ls . 

"Holocaust studies is not a new idea 
at PLU. It is an area of acade mic  distinc­
tion and excellence that has been bu i lt 
over the past three decades - made pos­
sible by the comm i tment and support 
of the university at all levels, by the 
remarkable leadership of professors 
Ch ristopher B rowning and Robert 
Ericksen '67, and by the support of 
many close friends of the university, as 

well as members of the Jewish commu ni­
ty," PLU President Loren ]. Anderson said .  

In  2007, two prom inent Tacoma area 
families Funded the first $ 1  million i n  

support of  an endowed professorsh i p  i n  
Holoca.ust studies ;It  PLU. The g ifts 
were made to honor the memory of  
the i r  fam ily and friends who were m ur­
dered in th e H olocaust and to ensure 
that the pain fu l  lesso ns learned fro m  
t h e  Holocaust will  be taught to fut ur e  
generations of  students. 

The donors were Kurt and Pam 
Mayer, Joe and G loria M;lycr, Natalie 
Mayer-Yeager, Nancy Powel l ,  Carol 
Powell Hel ler and Harry Heller. 
Together they commirred both to giv­
ing $ 1  million and to help raise another 
$ 1  million to eventually fund a $2 m i l­
l ion endowed chair. 

Additional support fro m  these i n i tial  
donors, plus suppOrt from Dale '63 and 
Jo lita '63 Benson and other new gifts 
b rought the endowment to the chair 
level of $2 million. 

The endowment funds supplemental 
sala ry for the M ayer Chair, research and 
travel related to scholarship, enhanced 



l ib rary resources, srudent-faculty 
research fel lowship oppo[(u nities, coor­
dination of the annual Lemkin Student 
Essay Contest and the Lemkin  Lecture 
(named fo r Raphael Lemkin ,  who 
coined the term "genocide"), as well as 
the ";nllual Holocaust conference. 

At fi rst glance, PLU might seem to be 
an unl ikely place to be a center of 
Holocaust s tudy and scholarship.  B u t  
really, i t  embraces the Lutheran educa­
tional tradit ion of working for issues of 
justice and tolerance. 

According to Professor Emeritus of 
History Phil ip Nordquist's '56 second 
book documenting the h istory of PLU 
" Inquiry, Service, Leadership and Care: 
Pacific Lutheral1 University 1988-2008," 
f<lClLlty members were already studying 
and teaching about the Holocaust as 
soon as the 1950s. But when 
Christopher Browning began his tenure 
as pro fessor in PLU\ history depart­
ment in 1 974, he brought with him a 
renewed interest in the subject. 

Browning's 1 992 publication 
"Ordi nary Mm," is considered one of 
the leading texts in the field of 
Holocaust studies. Publ ication of this 
and other works brought accolades to 
Browning and PLU - for one, Browni ng 
\vas named as a visi ting scholar at the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and 
at the Institute for Advanced Srudy at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

Browning has s ince moved on to 
become the coveted chair in history at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill ,  but h is l egacy contin ues. 
Browni ng often returns to campus - he 
was, in  fact, the open ing n ight speaker 
at this year's Holocaust conference. 

"Chri s  Browning bui lt  such momen­
tum here and created this tremendous 
attention fo r PLU. Now when people 
throughout the United States and in 
Europe hear Pacific Lutheran University, 
they recognize it as an importam center 
in Holocaust studies," said Pro fessor of 
History and reci pient of the Kurt Mayer 
Cha.ir of Holocaust Studies Robert 
Ericksen. 

ricksen himself is an internationally 
recognized Holocaust scholar, most 
notably for the book "Theologians 
Under Hitler." His work at PLU has 
continued to raise the p rofile of 
Ho locaust studies, and for his efforts, 
in  2007 he was named the Kurt Mayer 
professorship. 

Robert Ericksen '67, Kurt Mayer Chair of Holocaust St udies, continues PLU 's long tradition of studying 
the Holocaust 

That name - Kurt Mayer - is another 
key reason Holocaust s tudies have such 
deep roots at PLU. The Tacoma busi­
nessman, p hilanthropist and communi­
ty leader, now 80, came to the United 
States with his parents as a 10-year-old 
Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany on 
one of ehe last ships to leave Europe. 
Many of his family members perished 
in the Holocaust. 

He eventually settled in Tacoma and 
in 1 95 7  established the first volume 
horne-building company in the area. 
The company, now known as Mayer 
Bui lt  Homes, special ized in subsidized 
and affordable housing. 

Mayer was the fi rst person of the 
Jewish faith to serve on Pacific 
Lutheran Universi ty'S Board of Regents, 
serving from 1 995 to 2005. He was 
instrumental in the development of the 
university'S Holocaust Stud ies 
Program. 

"'V:lhen m}' generation passes there 
will no longer be eyewitnesses to an 
event that may yet be defined as the 
greatest cri.me in modern history," Kurt 
Mayer wrote. "I am tel l ing my srory 
because we must continue to learn 
from the lessons of the past." 

And thanks to people l ike Mayer -

and Browning, Ericksen and nu merous 
other members of the PLU co mmunity 
- PLU continues to ensure that fu ture 
generations will also learn these valu­
able, and essential, lessons. � 

-Steve /-I<1'lSen, ",ith additional "epnrring b)' 
Chris Albert, Greg lim{!is (md li'lrbara Clements 

Eve n  at 80, Kurt May�r conrinues 
to be a tireless advocate to ensure 
that the Holocaust is not forgot­
ten ,  He recendy published "My 
Per onal Brush with H i story," 
h is fir t-person account f flee­
ing Nazi Germany, Mayer 
appeared at the conference co 

ign copies of h.is book, with ill 
proceeds toing to suppOrt the 
PLU Holocaust Srudie Program . 

"My book is intended to give my 
grandchildren - age 1 2 , 1 0  and 8 
- an opportunity to read, later i n  
l ift; about what many believe bas 
been an incredible journey," 
Mayer ·aid.. "It can also be a 

cudy for tho e who are interest­
ed in tb Holocaust and an in pi­
ration for those who wish to 
prosper fmancially i n  busines ." 

.. My Personal Brush with 
Hist ry" is available ar book­
store including Garfield Bo k 
Co mpany at PLU: 
ulfl,w.plu.edu/book.store. 
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co E Ili O N  
Res i d e n ce h a l l  stu d e nts v ie  to be t h e  
best a t  everyth i.ng . With U n  L g g ed,  
t h ey're com peti ng and sav i n g  e n e rgy 
a n d m oney, too . 

J u l i a  Rodrig ues a n d  Jason S ipe 'led their  respective residence 
h a l l s  in a battle to reduce energy co n s u m pt i o n .  

> FEATURE 



B Y  C H R I S  A L B E R T  

m i d-sea son loss of Orda l Reside nce H a l l 's most valua b l e  
p l ayer m a y  have b e e n  t h e  d ifference between victory and 
d efeat i n  PlU's UnPLUg ged tournament.  

" We l ost o u r  star p layer, "  sa id Orda l 's cu rrent susta i n a b i l i ­
t y  coo rd i n ator, Jason S ipe.  

That sta r  p l ayer was the h a l l 's fi rst-ro und susta i n a b i l ity 
coordi nator J u l i a  Rod r igues, who this  semeste r moved to Tingelstad 
Resid ence H a l l  - or T-stad as  it  is ca l led by students - for a res i d ence advi­
sor position.  

Norm a l ly that'd be n o  big deal,  except that O rdal  faced Tingelstad 
head-to- head i n  the secon d  round of the Un PLU gged to urname nt. 

The tournament is a yearlong cha l ,lenge i n  which eight campus res i ­
dence h a l l s  com pete t o  see which is u s i n g  t h e  least energy - with the 
loser kn ocked out of the com petit ion.  After the fi rst ro u n d  last fa l l ,  the 
ent ire ca m p us shed near ly 48,000 k i l owatt hours (kWh), with Ord a l  d o i n g  
the best b y  d ropping i t s  k W h  per student b y  1 9 . 1  percent. 

Feb r u a ry was round two: Ordal vs. T-stad as the heavyweights, with 
Hong vs. Pfl ueger on the undercard. 

I n  the fi rst round, Ordal rea l ly showed its spirit by doing whatever it 
took to lower en ergy use. "We basica l ly l ived in  the d a rk for a mo nth, " 
S i pe sa i d .  

S i pe cred its a l ot o f  t h e  enthusiasm i n  t h e  fi rst round t o  t h e  work 
Rodr ig ues h e l ped create. 

Students come together as  a com m u n ity and t h rough the fr iendly com­
petition, m a ke a positive i m pact in c h a n g i ng energy consumpt i on beh av­
iors, the two a g reed . 

"The reason Orda l wo n ( i n  the fi rst round) was beca use we came 
together as  a whole, " Rodrig ues sa,id. "We're a l l  co l l ege students a n d  
we're a l l  p retty com petitive." 

How did the secorld rou n d  go? 
When the ta l l ies ca m e  i n  M a rch 1, cam puswide, the resu lts were every­

t h i n g  org a n i zers co u l d  have hoped for. Students saved 1 26,640 kWh com­
pa red to the previous February - enough to power 1 26 homes. ( It  a lso 
saved the u n iverS ity $4,293 . 1 4.) 

As for the m a rquee matc h u p? 
S i pe's pred i ct i o n  that Rod rigues' p resence at Tingelstad wou l d  fire u p  

those students proved true.  Tinge lstad, led by Rodrigues, reduced its per­
resident e n e rgy consumption by 24 percent. Ord a l ,  led by S i pe, red u ced its 
per-resident consumption by 1 4.7 perce nt.  

" I  suspect t h ey g r i l led her for t ips," S ipe sa id  of his fr iendly riva l ry. 
In the second b racket, Hong reduced its per-resident energy consump­

t ion by 5 percent. Pfl ueger red uced its  per-resident consu m ption by 1 7 .3 
perce nt. 

This  means Ti ngelstad w i l l  go head-to-head with Pfl ueger i n  Apri l .  
(Ch eck out sustainabilityplu. wordpress.com to f ind the resu lts.) 

Even with the loss, S i pe said the rea l g o a l  is  b u i l d i n g on t h i s tourna­
ment's momentum for t h e  com i n g  years. 

"We a re wor k i n g  to focus on b u i l d i n g  good ha bits for l iv ing i n  a dorm 
a n d  l iv ing sustainably, "  S ipe s a i d .  

That's real l y  w h a t  th is  whole t h i n g  is about, Rod rig ues added. 
The two h ave a l ready see n some students change the i r  practices by 

ma k i ng s u re to u n p l u g  a p p l i a nces when they a re not i n  use,  or t u r n i n g  a 
power str ip  off, or doi,ng the s i m p l est of a cts l ike t u r n i n g  off the l ights 
when t h ey aren 't needed . 

"There's a lot more than j ust plugging and u n p lugging thi ngs from the 
wa l l , "  Ch rist ine Cool ey, PlU's susta i n a bi l ity coordinato r, said.  "The technolo­
gy (to save energy) is th ere. Peo p le's habits haven't adapted to it yet. " 

That's sta rt ing to change this  year, thanks to U n PLU gged . And 
it wi l l  l i kely change even mo re with al l  stars l i ke Rod rig ues 

and S i p e  b r i n g i n g  others enthusiast ica l l y  a long. lm 
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Six PLU professors tackle common assumptions, 

age-old wisdom, fol klore and 
controversies of the day. 
With a nod to the " R eal ly?" column that frequen tly appears i n  the New York Times, we a s ked six 

fa cu lty members from disparate d i s c i p l i n es to prove - or debu n k  - some common ideas of t h e  day. 

You ' l l  be su rprised what you t h i n k  you kn ow. 



A carbon tax wi l l  
red u ce po l l ut i o n  

IN G E N E R AL, A TAX on a n  act ion i n duces people to do less of 

the act ion.  A "carbon tax" wou ld raise the price of consu m i ng 

goods l i ke fossi l  fuels that cause carbon d i ox ide em issions, t hus 

giving i ncentive to consume less of these. No one l i kes h ig her 

prices. But we as a society pay the cost of p o l l u t i ng e m i ssions in 

other ways. Using less foss i l  fuel,  for exa mple,  would not only 

reduce ca rbon d iox i d e  e m i ss i o n s  i m p l icated in global  c l i mate 

change, but also t hose of several other pol l u tants that affect 

h u m a n  health.  A carbon tax wou ld make t hose who cause the 

em iss ions from their  co nsum ption pay somet h i n g  for i t  d i rectly 

and, in t h e  process, lead to fewer emissions.  

or a n  e lectorate that hates new taxes,  one could offset the car­

bon tax increase by lowering some other exi s t i ng tax such as 

payro l l  taxes. This way, the bottom line for most households 

need not chan ge, but the In cent ive for conservation is p re­

served. To a d d ress equity concerns,  o n e  could offset the 

burden of the carbon tax on the poor by adjust ing exi s t i n g  

p rograms t h a t  specif ical ly help t h e  poor. As one poss i b i l i ty 

with in  the tax system, one cou l d  adjust exist ing income tax 

cred its for low- i n come g rou ps.  

I E; 

A carbon tax with offsetting tax adjustments elsewhere 

can be both an efficient and equitable way to lower 

carbon dioxide emissions. 

P R I S C I LLA ST. CLAIR 

Associate Professor of Economics 



.You shouldn't judge a 
book by its cove r 

MY F R I E N DS IN COLL EGE were a l ways i n t rigued by my taste i n  

music.  W h i l e  w e  typ i c a l l y  ident ify ourselves as someone w h o  

loves o n e  gen re. I am more a lover of a l b u m  art. Typ i ca l ly, I 

choose my music based off the cover. 

To me, the cover should convey the type of mus ic, the mood a n d  

even the experien ce I am to have w h i l e  l istening to the a u d io.  I t 's 

such an interest ing way to p i c k  you r m u s i c  that I a p p l y  a s i m i l a r  

p r r n c i p l e  t o  what I rea d .  

The type, texture. s ize a n d  visuals  a l l  p lay a part i n  w hether 

I wi l l  thumb t h rough the book o r  rea d the back cover. 

" I t's i m portant," I tel l  my students, "that you a re engag i n g  

the u s e r  w i t h  t h e  data." 

I n  pIck ing a boo k ,  the cover design should be ex p ressive 

of the content, it's a very i nteractive experi ence and one 

t h a t  we shoul d not fo rget, especial ly when l i ving in an 

u ber-dynamic user experience wo r l d .  

A book cover should te l l  you somet hing about the 

content you are going to read. If it's an inte resting 

cover, enjoy the book. 

JP AV I LA 

Assistant Professor of Art 



C;'JI�I 

The unexamined l ife is 
not wo rt h l iv i ng 
SOCRATES I S  H ERALDED AS THE F I RST REAL PHILOSOPHER In 

the Western tradition. He embarked on a quest tor wisdom. 

Find ing l i tt le wisdom. but lots of self-certai nty, he began his job 

as the gadfly of Athens. He asked people questions and publ icly 

revealed that their guise of a uthority a nd assuredness masked 

ignorance and i nconsistency. He suggested that everyone under­
take the task of carefu l l y  examining their beliefs and think for 
themselves. 

H I s  Idea that the unexami ned l ife IS not worthy l iv i ng IS refer-

enced often. But what did examining l i fe get him? Executed! 

Maybe the unexamined l ife i s  not worth l iVing, but at least 

you get to l ive. Original thinkers have often faced persecu­

tion, exile and execution Thinking can be dangerous. 

Putting your thoughts out Into the public arena where 

they can be acted on can be deadly. for yourself or for 

others. Ideas about Individual ity and democracy obVI­

ously changed the wol'ld. but many died i n  the 

process Ideas a bout racial purity and the will to 

power have been behind some very destructive 
actions. 

So. should we all just stop thinking? No. Learning 

to think clearly and careful l y  gives us the abi l ity 

to form and shape our own l i ves. Without It. we 
are left fol lOWing the thoug hts of others. When 

we don't think for ourselves we are most l ikely to 

follow other people's Ideas w itl10ut seeing where 

they lead and w ithout taking responsibi l ity for our 

beliefs and actions. 

Socrates' fate demonstrates that thinking can be 

bad for your health. but he was right that not think­

ing is guaranteed to be dangerous and deadening. 

ERIN MCKENNA 

Professor of Phi/osoplW 





You are what 
yo u ea,t 
W H ET H E R  YOU H A D  BACON A N D  EGGS for b rea kfast, a g l ass 
of m i l k  o r  potato c h i ps w i t h  your l u n c h ,  o r  a c h eeseburger and 

m i l ks h a ke fo r d i n ner, c h a n ces a re you ate a lot  of corn today. 

H ow so? Farm a n i ma l s  in the U n i ted States c h owed-down on 

5.25 b i l l i o n  bus he l s  - t h a t 's 147 m i l l i o n  tons - of feed corn i n  

2 008.  T h e i r  metabo l i s ms co nvert corn's  s i m p l e ca r bohy ­

d rates i nto t h e  com plex a n i m a l  prote i n s  a n d  fats t h a t  make 

up meat,  d a i ry p roducts and e g g s .  Americans get a n ot h e r  
hefty d ose of corn from cornstarc h ,  corn o i l  a n d  h i g h  

fructos e corn syrup.  We c o n s u m e  t h ree t i m es more of 

the stuff t h a n  actual  kernels  o f  sweet com.  

Chem ists ca n d ist ingu ish from a s i ng l e  h a i r  fol l ic l e  the 

percentag e  of our dI et that  o ri g i nated fro m corn. Corn 

photosynthe s i zes c arbo hyd rates fou r  carbon atoms a t  a 

time, a n d  it has a preference for carbon atoms that have 

more neutro n s  t h a n  those fou n d  i n  r ice, w h e a t  o r  

potatoes. Neutrons a re s u bato m i c  part ic les that res ide 

i n t h e  n u c l eus of an atom, a n d  se ns i t i ve i nstruments 
k nown as m ass s pectrometers can detect the 

a b u n d a n ce of neutrons i n  each atom. This  d ist i nct ive 

isotopic ma rker confi rms that a pprox i mate l y  h a l f  of t h e  

ca rbon atoms i n  America n  bod i es came d i rectly or i n d i ­

rectl y from corn.  

BOTTOM LINE:  
You are what you eat, a n d  most o f  what you eat started 

out as corn. 

J U ST I N  LYT L E  

Assistant Professor of Chemistry 



The ju ry is 
st i l l  out about 
g l o ba l  wa rm i n g 
RECENT EVENTS SUCH AS T H E  SNOWSTO R M S  in the eastern 

United States h ve caused some to qu estion whether or not 
global tem peratures are increasi ng .  To address these questions, 
we can t u rn to the i n strumental tem perat u re record, a record of 
tem peratures measured d i rectly by humans for the past 130 
y rs. These measurements, made with thermometers and, more 
recently, sate l l i tes, a re averaged to ca lcu late one g l oba l mean 
temperature per year. 

S i m p l y  put, the i ns tru menta l temperature record is astoni shi n g .  

Twenty o f  t h e  warmest g l obal m e a n  a n n u a l  temper tures have 
occu rred in the last 25 yea rs, with 2005 being the warmest year. 
2009, 2007, 2006, 2003, 2002, and 1 9 9 8  are a l l  t ied for second 
warmest. The 2000s were the warmest decade on record, a n d  

each o f  t h e  prece d i n g  three decades w a s  warmer t h a n  t h e  o n e  
before it  ( H a nsen et a I . ,  2010).  Satel l i te d ta docu ment tempera­
t u re i ncreases on both ocean and land s u rfaces, and in b t h  
urban a n d  r u ral environments.  Scienti st s expect cl im ate 
patterns to continue to fluctuate fro m year-to-yea r, such as the 
EI  Nino-La Nina c l i mate osci l l ation, but global me n tem pera­
t u res a re expected to r ise 0.2 to 1.0n F per decade th rough the 

21st century ( M ote t a l . ,  2009; I PCC, 2007), In t he Pacific 
Northwest, incr ased temperatu res wi l l  b r i n g  ris ing sea levels, 
reduced snowpack a n d  more extreme weather patterns.  

TT M 
Direct measurements del iver a clear verdict: 
gl obal temperatures are increas ing. 

C L A I R E  TODD 
Visltmg Assis tant Professor of 
Geosciences and Environmental Studies 



n 
material i zed . What 

att Kennedy 
'07 sat i n  
front of li is  
computer 
screen and 
tr i ed n ot to 

h yperventi late. On one side of the 
screen was his bank accou nt, on the 
oth er was the ticket h e  plann ed to 
p u n;hase fQr U ganda.  

Aft�r months of  wrest l i ng with 
doubts, Kennedy had comm itted 
h i mself to leave h is job at R E I and 
go to U g a n d a  under th e auspices of 
G lobal  Yo uth Partnersh ip  for Africa .  
He was t o  teach bicycle repair  to res­
i dents of a l arge s lum outside the 
capital  city of Kampa la .  

A few weeks later, Kenn edy 
stepped off of the p lane i n Uga nd a, 
a n d  again,  tried to steady h is 
bre ath i n g .  He had $500 left i n  h is .... 
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bank account and 11 00 stuffed in his 
pocket". 

" 1  remember thinking 'p lease, 
pleeease, let someone be there for 
me,' "  Kennedy sa id . - -

There was a friend ly face waving 
a s i g n. B ut the jab he had flown 
nearly 9,000 mi les to do was no 
longer avai lab le for h i m .  

" I 'd never seen anyth i n g  l i ke it, " 
he said,  reca l l ing h i s  f irst- vis it to the 
b icycle repair .sh op. "They were 
usi ng technology that V'JiIS gen era­
tions before my time. " 

So with two months left on h is visa, 
what was he going to do? 

" I  knew to be hap py, to be rea l ly 
happy. I had to feel l i ke as I was con­
tributi ng to l ife in general,  some­
thing mean i n gfu l , "  Kennedy said .  

He q lJfc kly found an other way to 
contribute.  

A ranool'tT"conversation with an 
A�stralian in  a youth hoste l gave 
Kenn edy a n  idea .  What about set­
t ing up a soccel'-tournament i n  the 
poorest areas of the city, a nea rby 
s lum ca l l ed Na m uwongo.,.. and 
teach ing l ife and leaders h i p  sk i l ls ?  

T h e  d irector of t h e  Globa l Yo uth 
Partnersh i p  was i ntereste d .  So 
work i n g  with a l ocal contact, 
Joseph Ocittl .  Ke nnedy set up a 
tourna ment i nvolv i n g  1 5  teams, 
i nterspersed with l ea dershi p meet­
i n g� two times a wee k. 

Kennedy knew that the re was n o  
way that he. a wh ite m a n  from 
America, cou l d  sel l  the id ea of a 
to urnam en and lead ersh ip classes 
to a group of 54,000 people l iv i n g  
on t h e  equ ival ent of $2 a day. 

B ut Ocitti h ad " street cred " 
with the residents. He was thei r  

' . 



nofficial mayor. And there were 
in orma l 40ccer teams in the il um 

a draw from, as well as the in sa­
_ ........ It iable d es ire to play the sport. 

" He genera l ly d id the leadership 
dasses and organization iNfthin . 

-N�wongo, wh i te I worked on 
orga niz ing froJ!l the outsi de, " 
Kenn�dy Sa id .  

I n  Ju ne, the two-day tourna ment 
fina l ty started, funded by thelast" 
$500 i n  Kennedy� ba niCaccou nt. 
Hundreds from the slu m-turned 
out to cheer on the teams, which 
came down to the under<logs, 
cal led the Rangers, agai nst the 
favored Gomo-t<1ng tea m .  When 
the u nderdogs won, the crowd 
erupted. Kennedy took a moment 
to stand outside hi mself - "this 
real ly happe ned, " he re membered 
thinking .  " It was l ike they'd won 
the Super Bowl." 

Kennedy bade farewell  to Ocitti 
and headed off to China for a job 
gu iding youth on a hiking and bik­
i n g  tour. 

But he COUldn't stop th i nki ng 
about that tourna ment - and par­
haps sta rti n g  a n other. But he was 
home in  Puya l l u p  in 2009, un em­
pl oyed . He scored a l a ndsca ping 
job a n d  decid ed to try a n d  save 

90 pe rce nt of "his earn1ngs. Soon, 

he was aga in  buy ing t ickets to 
- Uganda, th i s  t i me with h is  g i rl ­

friend ·and fe l l ow Lute, Margaret 
Chang '07, a g l o bal stud ies major. 

- The field they'd used for th e- _ 

f irst tournament'was gone, now
­

an office �mplex. �a they _ ound 
anothe.r f ie ld _outs ide of town.  
Wh�n. "t he bus a rr�ved to take 
-spectators to" the to urna ment, the 

..k ids and ffie p.a rents-were 
a mazed, Ke n nedy said .  

"l'hey d i dn't believe th is wou ld 
happen," he sa i d .  "They d i d n 't 
bel i eve the buses ""V'1owd come . "  

O r  that T-sh i rts wou l d arr ive, o r  
that t he re wou l d b e  a free l unch . 

Eventual ly, Kenn edy and the 
partnersh i p would l i ke to see t e 
progra m  become self-susta in ing, 
and even provide some jobs for 
the people  of Nam uwongo. 
Social workers with i n  the com mu­
n ity think the tou rna me nts have 
had a positive effect. 

"I th in k this has ta ught me 
what a l ittle person - and I cou nt 
myse lf as one - can do, " he sa id.  
" If  you have a vision, if you're 
fl exible, if you 're wi l l i ng to 
take a risk, incred ib le th i ngs w i l l  
happen. " lID 

Unde .. standing 
the Wo .. ld Th .. ough 
Spo .. ts and Rec .. eation 

The 20 1 0  Wa ng Center International 
Symposium:  U ndersta nding the Wo rld 

- Through Sports and Recreation, proved 
to be a terrific success, featuring many 
speakers and topics on the global  
i mpact of sports and recreation.  

The event, wh ich took p lace March 4-
5, featured Olympic speed skating gold 
med a l ist Joey Cheek, who has used the 
international stage to turn the world's 
attention to the crisis in Darfur. 

On the second day, other speakers 
incl uded PLU a l umni, such as Matt 
Kennedy '07, Seatt/ePI.com sports colum­
n ist Art Thiel '75 and mountaineer Jason 
Edward '84 '89 . Topics incl uded sports 
and its effect on nationalism and identi­
ty in  China, video gam ing and ma rket­
ing football to the world. 

It was the fourth such symposium 
hosted by PLU 's Wang Center for  Global 
Education s i nce 2003 - its reputation 
and reach continues to grow with each 
event. 

"We wanted to be able to have broad 
conversations on g lobal issues, " said 
Neal Sobania, executive d i rector of the 
Wang Center for Global  Education. 
"That is what the symposia have a lways 
been a bout - to get students to engage 
with the experts in the field . "  

To read more, about t h e  recent Wang 
Center Symposium visit 
www.plu.edu/understandingtheworld 
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E n h a n c e d  tea c h i n g  a n d  res e a rc h  is  th e a i m  of R ieke re novati o n  

i thoU( scientific  research, 
we'd st i l l  be battling smaLl­
pox. Peo p le with cancer 

would have n o  hope. And thiugs we 
rake for granted everyday, L ike the 
I nrernet and compu ters that fi t into 
the palm of you r  hand, wou ldn ' t exist. 

PLU p lays an i mportanr role both i n  
conducr i n g  scientific research a n d  i n  
prepar i n g  the scientists who wi l l  make 
romonow's groundbreak ing discover­
ies. Several PLU alumni  have gone on 
to play key roles in the medical and sci­
entific co mm un i C)!, p ursuing d iscover­
ies that make the world a safer, healthi­
er and more compassionate p lace. 

The home for science education at PLU 
is Rieke Science Cemer. The 88,500-
square-foot faci lity anchors the u niversi­
ry's lower campus. Completed in 1 985, the 
equ ipment, laboratories and cla.o;sroom 
space now must be renovated ro continue 
to serve the needs of PLU f.1.cul ty and Stu­
dents, and, by extension, the world. 

"Improving the efficiency and flexibility 
of these laboraroIY spaces increases the 
li kel ihood .of significant collaboration

' 

\\�th faculty members at area community 
colleges and i nvolvement of underrepre­
sented studc.nts, broadening the impact of 
science education in the Puget Sound 
region," said Angel ia Alexander, dean of 
the Natural Sciences Division. 

To meet this need, PLU has launched a 

plan ro invest $6 mill ion CO upgrade 
research and teach ing space in Rieke. 

The first $1 mi llion [Qward this effort 
has been raised to p urcha.o;e and instal l a 

Nuc lear Magnetic Resonance 
Spectrometer in 2009. PLU is the only 
i ndependent col lege in the Pacific 
Northwest to own cqu ipmellt o f  th is 
qual ity and sophistication, which is used 
ro conduct cutting-edge chem istry experi­
ments. 

Addi ti onal renovation of Rieke is 
requ i red to keep up with advances i n  
how science i s  co nd ucted and taugh t. 

SOME EXAMPLES 
The method of teach i ng col lege-level 
science has sh i fted considerably 
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toward research-rich academic p ro­
gra m s  sup ported by prob lcm-so lvi ng 
s i tu ations in the classrooms and labs. 

Incorporat io n of information 
tech n o logy and soph i sticated 
laboratory i nstru menration has 
mushroomed. 

• Science faculty members have i mple­
mented a senior capstone (i .e .  a 
senior's fi n al project representing 
the knowledge gained i n h is  or her 
d i scipl i ne) for all s cudenrs. 

The expectation of faculty members 
to conduct research and to engage 

i n  studen t-faculty research has rise.n 
dramatically. 

Best p ractices in laboratory safety are 
more rigorous and can be i mp roved 
through the instal lation of new 
fu me hoods and the expanded p rac­
tice of green science. These new tech­
nologi es also save s ign i fican t  
amou nts o f  energy. 

The renovation p lan wil l  arrange lab­
oratory benches, hoods and other 
spaces to accom modate thc i nstallatio n  
of n ew equipment and i nstruments.  I t  
w i l l  aL low fo r a more efficient a n d  uscr­
friendly con figurati on of b oth ncw al1d 

existing eq u i pment .  U pgrades i n  teach­
i ng and laboratory space include: 

• Biology 
• Geosci ences 
• Chcmistry 
• Physics 
• Com purer Science­

Computer Engi neerin g 

S tuden t-facul ty research will  be 
greatly e nhanced. Faculty wi l l  be ::tblc 
to mentor their  teams of students 
more effectively and enable them to 
work with larger teams, provi d i ng ::t 

greater n u mber of s tu de n ts wi th this 
i mportant o pportun i ty. In b i ology, 
chemistry and geosc iences depart­
ments, the reorganization and expan­
sion of laborarory space will i n crease 
capaci C)! for students to take part i n  
o u r  highly successful studen t-faculty 
research program . 

"To enable PLU faculC)! and students 
[Q reach their ful l  potential. renovation 
of  Rieke is an imperat ive," said 
Alexander. llil -j,lIl1eS Plourde 

James Plourde is direct01Jor campa.ign 
and strate,,{)1 in the Office of Development. 
To learn mo/-c about in vesting in the 
renovation �f Rielw Science eenUl; please 
contact the Office of Devr:/opment at 800-
826-0035 or visit www.plu.edu/rieke. 





attaway lutes 
As fo u r-yea r  frien ds, sen ior  h u rl e rs a re pote nt o ne-two p u n c h  

n the minds o f  most PLU basebaLl 
fans, 2007 lVas the season when 
everything changed. 

Prior ro 2007, i t  h ad been S3 years 
s ince a PLU baseball team won a confer­
ence ririe.  The sen ior-laden 2007 team 
n o t  only 1V0n rhe Northwest 
Conference ririe, ir set a school record 
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«Rob and 1 share a very odd relationship 
because we have been competing against 
each other ever since we got to PLU. » 

-Trey Watt '1 O 

wirh 3S wins and came with.in one vic­
wry of advan.cing w the NCAA 
D ivision I I I  Co l lege World Series. 

The 2007 pitchi ng staff was anchored 
by tWO seniors) NWC Pitcher of the Year 
Joe D iPierro and Kael Fisher, and junior 
Brett Brun ner. 

That same year, rwo freshmen pirch-

ers labored in relative obscurity, learn­
i ng what it rook to become successful 
college arhletes and students. That sea­
son changed everything for Trey Watt 
and Robert Bleecker, now senior mem­
bers of the 20 to baseball team, and 
their success has kept PLU as a region­
al baseball power. 



Watt came ro PLU out of Tualatin 
(Ore.) High School, where he was an 
all-league pitcher and infielder. 
Bleecker, out of Blaine (\\1ash.) High 
School, was an aU-state honorable 
mention and twice earned the school's 
Golcjen Arm Pitch ing award. 

Wart's fastball h i ts the speed gun i n  
the low 90-mi Je-per-hour range and h e  
mixes i n  a sl ider a s  a strikeour pitch. 
After pitching i n  relief as a freshman, 
\\1at[ has turned i nca a reliable starter 
who enters the 2 0 1 0  season with a 1 3-3 
career record and 145 stri keouts in 145 
innings pitched. 

Bleecker's fastball is a few miles per 
hall I' slower than his friend's, but his 
ability [0 mix up p i tches led [0 h i m  
earning 2009 Northwest Conference 
Pitcher of the Year honors after he 
compiled a 9-1 record. He has a J 6-2 
career record and needs just three m o re 
wins to rank in the PLU [Op five for 
career pitching victories. 

Both Watt and Bleecker have twice 
earned first teal'll aJJ-conference 
h onors. 

For those who know \Xlatt and 
Bleecker, it's nOt surprising that their 
i ndividual successes have mi rrored 
each other and that their  acco mplish­
ments have been ref1ected i.n a baseball  
program that has won two conference 
championships and compiled a 90-32-2 
record over the past three seasons. 

" Rob and Trey are close friends and 
have roomed [Ogether throughour 
their career at PLU," head coach Geoff 
Loomis said. HI believe that neither 
wo uld have been as su ccessful without 
the other. They've been trying [0 one­
up each other for fo ur years and that 
competition has made them into two 
of the most successful pitchers in the 
h istory of our program." 

Wart and Bleecker say many of the 
samc things about each other. 

"Rob and [ share a very odd relation­
ship bccause we have been competing 
against each other ever since we got to 
PLU," Wart said. "Through this compe­
tition we developed a great friendship. 
\Ve h ave been workout partnns for 
three years now and h ave he lped each 
other to develop great work habits. It  is 
amazing how baseball can shape the 
l ives of people in ways that you wo uld 
never expect. It is one heck of a game 
and Rob is one heck of a friend." 

"Trey and I have beco me great friends 

since we first arrived here," Bleecker 
said. "With that comes a l itrle bit of a 
rivalry - friendly competition you 
could call it.  We are both trying to o u t­
do each other when i t  is our respective 
rurns to start a game. It helps us and i t  
helps t h e  team because it's always mak­
i ng us strive to become better ballplay­
ers. Trey has pushed me to become the 
athlete I am, and I'm sure I wo uldn't be 
the same player [ am today i f  he 
weren't playing here." 

Their journey to rank among the 
Northwest Conference's most domi­
nant pitchers has come through hard 
work, determination and applying 
what they h ave learned to every start 
they make. 

" Rob and Trey have had s imilar 
careers," Loomis said .  "As freshmen, 
they had to learn to trust that the i r  
teammates would play great defense 
behind them. They were always trying 
to make the perfect p i tch. As sopho­
mores, they became pi tchers rathCl' 
[hall th rowers. They were more effi­
cient in their outings. They developed 
above-average off-speed pitches to 
compliment their fastball. The progres­
sion has really been quite amazlng." 

With the 20 1 0  season just gerting 
under way (both pirchers have 2-0 
records rhrough seven games), their 

goal is to win the progranl's third con­
ference ti rle in the last fou r  years. 

"(Experiencing) rhe success we had in 
2007, I bel ieve that everyone on the 
team could tell rhat, as we matured, we 
could match and hopefully even do 
bener than the 2007 tea m," Bleecker 
said. "Now rhat I'm a senior, I have 
very high expectations for 20 1 0 ,  and [ 
believe 1 speak for rhe ent.ire senior 
class that anything less than a league 
championship would be a disappoint­
men r to us aU." 

They would also like t o  acco mplish 
something that barely eluded the 2007 
ream - win a regional ti rle and earn a 
trip to the Division m \Xlorld Series. 

To Watt, i t  would mean that he 
would have accomplished "all  of my 
goals as a PLU baseball player. I t  would 
complete the legacy of one of the best 
teams that I have ever been a pan of." 

To Bleecker, "It would be the cherry 
on top. [ have enjoyed a lot of success 
as a player here, have made lifelong 
friends, alld had some great memories. 
To be able to conrribure to something 
as special a.s taking the Lutes to the 
College World Series for the fi rst time 
wo uld be something amazing that not 
very many people get to experience at 
any school, not JUSt PLU." [ID 

-Nick Dall'soll 

You don't have to be a student -
or a graduate - to enjoy PLU's 
beautiful amenities. PLU offers 
conference and eve n t  planning 
from i n ti mate settings to large 
group eve n ts, inc luding seasonal 
lodgl ng, and din ing and 
ca tering services. 

Le[ LIS show you wha[ we can do 
for your busi ness or organiza[ion! 

Cuhy Biddy 
biddycg@plu. edu I 2 5 3 . 5 35.7670 

11,�';'\ SCon.ference 
L �.� z ervlces " I��C- l hr 1' 1 . ,("1' I () i l l S p l r f' �'fi1I,:-.' 
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Lute U returns to the 
Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, ]uly 9- 12 

e arc del ighted to invite 
a lumni ,  pa rents and friends 
to attend Lure University 

20 I 0, as we travel to the national ly  
renowned Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
the weekend of J u ly 9- 12 .  Nestled in a 
beautiful  southern Oregon valley, the 
festival has been a rich and rewarding 
experience for those whose l ove of fine 
rheater paral lels wirh rheir love of 
beauti ful  surroundings. 

The group wi l l  leave Friday morning, 
July 9, and travel to Ashland In style on 
a deluxe coach bus ful ly equipped wirh 
air conditioning and relevisions. Lure 
U attendees will stay at rhe Plaza lnn 
and S u i res ar Ashland Creek, locared i n  
the heart of the beau rifu l  downtown. 
Included in the rrip will also be a spe­
cial even t  meal that will feature a pres­
entation by a member of the Oregon 
Shakespeare Fesrival. 

Parricipants wi l l  enjoy fo ur mag ical 
plays including "She Loves Me," 
" H amlet," " l'v1erchanr of Venice," and 
"Twelfth Night." Additionally, there 
are l imited tickets avai lable for the 
Sarurday m orning backstage tour 
and/or a Sunday afternoon perform­
ance of "Amcrican j i ht." 

The cost of this rrip is $8 5 per per­
son for double occupancy, and $ 1 ,135 
for single occupancy. This induJes 
transportation to and from I'LU, three 
nights lodging, fou r  theater perform­
ances as well as a special event with the 
whole group.  Participams wil l  return 
to PLU on Monday, July 12 .  Space is 
l imited, so p lease make reservarions by 
J u ne 9, 2010. 

STARGAZING 
Among the many OSF castmembers 

is Danforth Comins (left),  a 1 997 
alum.  Danforth has bee n a part o f  the 
OSF for seven seasons. Th is year, he 
w i l l  perform i n  "Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof," "The Merchant of Venice," and 
"Throne of Blood." He has acted a l l  
over the coun try, including the Pacific 
Con servarory of the Performing Arts 
in Cal ifornia. [ID 

NAME 

c l l ll)IlESS 

CITY/STATE/Z I P  

PHONE 

Prices per person: 

I.J Double occu pancy 
U Single occupancy 

Price pCI' person 
M u l t ip l ied by _ regisrrants 

E-MtIIL 

$835 
$ 1 , 1 3 5  

$ __ 

S __ 

Optional tickets (indicate preference and number attending): 

CJ _ Satu rday morning backstage rou r  ($ 12): $_ 

__ Su nday a ftern oo n performance of "Alllerican Ni ghr" ($70):  $_ 

o Check enclosed, payable co PLU 

o Bill  my: 0 V1SA 0 MasterCard 

ACC:OU�T :-" U M L>LR LXI'. I )A T E 

NilM E AS IT AI'I'lM,S Lli': CAll I )  

Please l i s t  t h e  names o f  registran ts: 

o I am crave l i ng alone, but wo uld l ike to share a 1'00111. 
(PLease register as singLe occupancy and If a singLe roommate becomes available, l'le will contoct you.) 

P lease cOlHact me/us regard ing dle possibi l ity of meeting rhe group i l l  Ashland. 

o Please COlHact me/us regard ing a payme nt plan . 

Please mail completed registration fOI'm and payment no later than J u ne 9. If you are 
co nsidering the trip, please let us know that with a call or an e-mail to a/umni@piu.edu. 

O ffice of Const i tu e nt Relations 
20 1 0  Lute nivl'rsic), 
Pacific Lutheran U n iwrs i ry 
1 2 1 80 I'Jrk Avenue S. 
Tacoll1a, WA 98447 

A mOlT dc.lailcd i t in!:r.l!")" will be :,enr ro those who register. Tickets 
for t h e  performances wil1 l1l)r be l11 ;1iied 111 :tdva!1c�. If you have �lny 
qUL,-"rit')ns, pk:lsC c:111 the OfficL: ofC :onsClttll!lIr R(!jariol1 .<; at 

253·535·7'1 I 5, �()O-A LUM·PLU or ,1I"""" CiJplu. rdJ. 

I . U T E  U N I V I·. R S I  I Y  

--- .. r III ----

SHAKES PEARE 

- _._ -,---.,.- _= _=- :..r;::::-: _r:-::! ::..r::--.-==w .. .=:::! . _ _  = .... - _- -- -
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alumni news & events 

during \tie _ Homecoming weekend CIaamIta 
and tIIair IJICIIIS8I plCtlll1lCl lt ItII Tlcoma Yacht Club 
IT •• from row. left to right .... IIIIbD ,., .... 
hIIIra 1l'IIaaIpIaII '" AIn. DiIR (CIa.-. 111 
"""-. a..,.. wtpa ... MioIIey iliad. ...., 
1WIIsoI .. ' ......... ... and a-.ty u-.. 
., ...... Second Row. 11ft to right T_ ..... ... 
NDfII ... ... Dr. ..... IIW · .. N GtN  ...... . 
'M. DIwId ......... ... 8R' ''' ' • • nd D .. 
...... .... 

Thll group 0/ PW alumn •• met lor ltIelf annual -PW 
Irlfll ChrisImIl Party; which IDOt pltce DIe. 12. 2IJ09. 
In YUime. Wash, et � cs- 'IZJ ....... 
hGmI- Front row. left to right __ (PoIC '8ZI 
........ ...... 10'BrIa 'l2) ....... .... I ..... 
'IZJ ...... Beccl IEIIII 'lit ... nncl ....... 
(WMIIIy 'IZI MorfIn ... 81ck row. left right LIM 
............ 'II2. 1riIII' 1  ..... 1IQ ...... 1Ju 
..... ........ MII_ CeII 'lD. HIiIIl .... .., 
.... 1CriJIIa .... 'D4. ... ., Ic.IaIIu '8ZI 
.... ... Ann 1Upr 'lZl 1lllilllel. 

In Slptember of 1. _ . .-_ . 
IIIiIII¥ 'JI. "'"  IIdoIIIIII '7It Zf r-. TInt 
� .,. AI ... I .... ... ..., 1DIMr ?ll 
...... anivId Il PW  fram CIIIIomI., 'NIIIIInaIDII end 
ttaw.II. TIley .1 1MIcI 1n PtIIIegIr Hd llld quickly 
IItcMII tri8IId&. tluring 1III 1111Xt four VRIS, thaa 
� WOIIIIII roamed � I1UdItd tIIGIII* 
IIItghad Ind criId "-ar, IIIPIIOIIId GnI IllOlblt, 
I!Id tarm.d lana luling IrIendlhlpL TIley tepl ia 
.. ell o.w 1M 'tII/'a IIIIf .... ""' tIIIIr IIIOIt ",,"*,,* 

Aupt of _ _  " to �  
- -�""" faundMl lt pw .a "", ",,* 

your pictures witb your fel low alumni? 
Send pictUres to us by a-mail at ,'umniOplu.sdu, or  by mail  to the Office of Constituent Relatiqns, 'aclfie lutheran University. 
1 2 1 80  Park Ave S., Tacoma, WA 98447. Pleasa feel free to call us at 8CJO..AWM-PtU if you have any questions. 
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PLU night at the 
Tacoma Rainiers 

nee again , the PLU family, 
i ncluding alumn i , parents and 
friends, will enjoy a won derfu l  

summer n ight watch ing t h e  Tacoma 
Rai n i ers banlc the Albuquerque 
Isotopes on August 20 at 7 p.m.  
Admiss ion to  thc  game is  59 .50 ,  which 
i ncludes a hot dog, ch i ps , soda and a 
fireworks sholl'. Tickets can be pur­
chased at www.plualumni.org or by 
cal l i ng 253-535-74 1 5 .  Please register 
prior to Wed nesday, Aug. 1 1 , as al l tick­
ets will be d istri buted by mail followi ng 
that date . 

Join the I Cl ick . 

econnecr with your classmatcs! 
Everyone is j ust a click all'a), 
when you join the PLU o n l i ne 

communi ty. Registering is eas)' - just 
visit wll'w.plu.t/umni.ol'g and follow the 
s i mple instructions.  YO Ll lI' i l l  need you r  
alu m n i  record number t o  j o i n  - but do 
not worry, i t  i s  printed on the address 
label of this  magazine.  mJ 

I " I  Us In  I 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Apri l  24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parent Council Meeting 

April 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . .  Hawaii Club Luau 

April 3O-May 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . Relay for Life 

May 1 . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . Q Club Spring Donor Banquet 

May 8·9 . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . .  High School Youth Gathering 

May 30 . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Commencem ent 

July 9-12 . . Lute Un ive rsity at the Oregon Sha kespeare Festival, Ashland, Ore . 

August 20 . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLU at the Ta coma Rainiers baseball game 

For more information: www.plualumni.org or cal l  800-ALU M-PLU. 

ALUMNI BOARD NOMINATIONS 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 
20 1 0-20 1 1  ALUMNI BOARD OF D I RECTORS 

The following candidates are nominated for the 20 1 0-20 1 1  Al umn i Board of 
Directors. Please vote for two candidates - two response boxes are provided i f  
two alumni  live i n  t h e  same household. 

Detach th is  form and Il'lail  before Aug. 1 , 20 1 0, to the O ffice of Constituent 
Relations, Nesvig Alumni  Center, Pacific Lu theran Univers i ty, 1 2 1 80 Park 
Avenue S., Tacoma, WA 98447. You can a lso cast you r  ballor onl ine at 
tllt/ltI'.plualumni.01g. 

o 0 James Ki ttilsby '60 

o 0 David Chun '84 

D O  
WIUTE·IN CAt'DlDATt;(S) 

ALUMNI NEWS & EVENTS> PLU SCENE SPRING 2010 29 





Upright dignity 
Frustration breeds vision 
for change 

n rhe dis rance as rhe dusr s i frs 
rhrougb rhe a ir, a m iddle-aged Iraqi 
man walks [0 a makeshifr United 

Srate mi l i tary medicaJ starion. D raped 
in his arms is a young ch i ld , his SOil .  Ir 
is  appare n r  the b oy does not h ave rhe 
u se of his legs. His far her h as brough t  
his son to g r a wheelchair. 

As the father and h is  boy get closer to 
rhe stati o n ,  sold iers tel l h i m, "You don'r  
have ro carry him the whole way. We 
have a wh eelchai r  for you r son." 

The father calmly says, "I've carried 
h i m  his  whole l ife and I can carry h i m  
these last few feet." In r h e  far her's eyes, 
it is n ot a bu rden [0 carry h i s  son.  B u r  
he's Joyfu l  to be a b l e  [ 0  give h is s o n  rhe 
freedom rhar so many ra ke for gran red .  

T h e  jou rney this  family has taken is 
no t t'n ri re ly u n iqu e in Iraq, aid Lr. Col. 
David Brown '90, and c urren r  PLU 
tvl BA student. B rown sa id ir also was 
not u n usual  to see ch ildren wirhour 
fam i ly members to carry rhem o fren 
d rag rhemseives hand over hand. 

A. a doctor srationed i n  Iraq in 2005, 
Brown firsr srarred hearing repons of 
chi ldren witi10 uc rhe use of rheir leGS 111 

the c i ty of M o s u l .  Placoon l eaders 
woul d reporr  rhe s igh r regularly. 

"I  really wanred CO do something," 
Brown said , "but J really had no capacity 
tLl help . " 

Then one day, B rown and 13rad 
B lauser, a privare conrractor ar rhe 
ri me, were i n  cha pe l ar rheir  base in  
iraq when B rown's frustrat ion boiled 
over. B lau ser had been look i ng for a 
way [0 make a d i fferencc and wasn 'r 
sure whar he should do. Brown rold 
him what he'd seen with his  own cyes. 

Blauser asked, "What do you need?" 
Brown replied, "Wh at I real ly need are 

ped iarric wheelch ai rs . " 

And so began Wheelcl1airs for I raqi  
Kids (WUJUI. wheelchairsf01"imqikids.com) 

Before B rown knew i t ,  BLlUser had 
raken charge of find ing "'hee lch ai rs ,  

funding, and anyrh ing else he could 
rh i nk of co propel rheir  vision. 

"Ir's easy co be frusrrated when yOll 
see a grear need," Brown said ,  "and YOll 
don'r rhink you h ave the resou rces co 

meer rhe need ."  
Ie  wasn ' r  roo long after B rown and 

Blau�er firsr spoke that a sh i pm en r o f  
31  wheelchai rs made i t  co iraq. Si nce,  
the re have bern more chan 720 wheel­
chairs given co I raq i chi ldren .  All of 
which carry a story, not lI n l ike rhe 
farher who carried his  son his whole 
l ife. 

" G iving them rhe d ign i ry and respecr 
of being up off the gro un d ," B rown 
sa i d , "[ jusr  th ink rh ar's a great gift." 

Many o f  rhe soldiers who have been 
part Ll f this  program have told him rhe 
same r h i ng owr and over again. 

"Th is i s  the one grear r h i ng I 'm go i ng 
to remember fro m  my deploymenr," 
Brown sa id . ffiJ 

-Cbris A/bert 
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Class Representative posit ions avai lab le : 

1937, 1938, 1939, 1941, 1942. 1943, 1944, 

1946,.1949, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1959, 1968, 

1980, 1990 and 1991. 

1 936 

Class Rep resentative - Volly (Norby) 

Grande 

1 940 

Class Representative - Luella (Toso) 

Johnson 

1 94 1  

Lenore Alene (Jaalstroml Bozarth died 

on Jan 1 3. 

1 943 

Patricia (Iverson) Pinkstaff d ied  D ec . 4, 
2009. After PLU, Patricia became a 

teacher and taught for more than 40 

years. In 1 955, she married Traver 

Pinkstaff. Patricia's l ife was fi l led with 

family. music,  Sons of Norway events, 

travel, volunteering, reading, crocheting, 

sewing, Seah awks football and cooking. 

She was a lso very involved in her 

church .  Patri c ia  is survived by two broth­

ers. Myron and Bill; a sister. Anita; n ieces 

a n d  nephews. 

1945 
Cl ass Representative - Annabelle 

Birkestol 

Wilma (Johnson) Harrell died Nov. 1 4, 

2009. Wi lma kept a PLU A l u m n i  D i rectory 

on her bookshelf and was very fond of 

her memories there. 

1 947 
Class Representative - Gerry Lider 

1941l 

Class Representative - Norene (Ski lbred) 

Gulhaugen 

1 950 

Class Representative - Dick 

Weathermon 

195 ] 
Emil ie (Lee) El izabeth (Bishopl Zulauf 

died Dec. 1 1 , 2009. Lee obtained her mas­

ter's in business a d ministration from PLU 

and passed the CPA exam. She taught 

f ina n c i a l  accounting at Pierce Col lege, 

PLU, Cal ifornia State Un iversity Long 

Beach,  H u m boldt State U niversity and 

Massey Un ivers ity in New Zealand. Lee 

was act ive at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Parkland and in the PLU community. She 

was involved in PLU's Women Club and 

established the Alfred D. and Alice G. 

Bishop Scholarship in Computer Science 

in honor of her parents. In 2005, she was 

honored with the PLU Heritage Award. 

She is survived by her husband Dwight; 

children Kathryn '75, David, John and 

Deborah; grandchildren and cousins. 

• 

1 95 2  

Donald E l lertson was selected as  one 

of the 100 d istingu ished educators in 

the last 100 years from the Battle 

Ground School District in Battle Ground, 

Wash. 

1953 

Class Representatives - Naomi (Roe) 

Nothstein and Carol (Schuler) IKarwosk i 

1 955 

Class Representative - Phyllis (Grahn) 

Pejsa 

Marciel (Fink) Morse died Oct. 3 1 ,  2009. 

She owned and operated a c lothing 

store in Davenport, Wash.,  for m a ny 

years and presented many style shows in 

S pokane and other eastern Washington 

communit ies.  She is survived by four 

d aughters and three brothers, Marvin 

'52, Alvin '53 and Maurice '55. 

1 956 

Class Representatives- Ginny (Grahn) 
Haugen and Cia rene (Dsterl i )  Johnson 

John R. Reay was named professor 

emeritus of mathematics at North Dakota 

State U niversity i n  Apri l ,  2009. John a n d  

h i s  wife Sarah Jacobson reside in 

Bel l ingham, Wash. 

1 957 

Class Representative - Ed Larson 

1958 

Class Representative - Don Cornell 

Raymond Braaten d ied Sept. 1 "  2009. 

After PLU, Raymond taught at a miss ion­

ary school  for a year i n  L iber ia  and later  

settled in Thousand O a ks, Cal i f .  There, he 

taught soc ia l  studies in midd le  schoo l  for 

25 years, unti l  he  retired i n  1 993. H is  wife 

Sylvia died i n  1 970. I n  1 975, he  received 

h is  master's d egree i n  education from 

Cal ifornia Lutheran U n iversity. He is sur­

vived by daughter Sue, son John;  three 

granddaughters and two sisters. 

1 959 
Phyllis (Pedersen) Templin married 

Burton Nesset on Dec. 19 at Spanaway 

Lutheran Church in Tacoma. Phyllis 

retired in 1 999 after teaching at Tacoma 

Community College for 28 years. Burton 

is a retired PLU Chemistry professor. 

Together they have six children and 1 5  

grandchildren. Four 0 1  their six children 

graduated from PLU, as well as one 

granddaughter. A second granddaughter 

is currently a junior at PLU. They live in 

Parkland. 

Delores "Dee" (Larson) Deisher died 

Sept. 20. 2009. Delores started her career 

as  a substitute teacher  and later became 

the director of education for P lanned 
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Parenthood of Snohomish County. She is 

survived by daughter Suzanne, son John, 

stepson Randy; grandchildren, great­

grandchildren, and friends. She was pre­

ceded in death by her husband of 42 

years, John. 

1960 

Class Representative - Marilu (Miller) 
Person 

John D. Jacobson was presented with 

the Eisenhower M e d i c a l  Center 

Dist inguished Service Award for out­

standing patient care, by promoting high 

technology in progressive med ic ine  with­

out a b andoning the tradit ional approach­

es of treatment. 

Gordon Wayne Lewison died Dec. 9, 

2009. After PLU,  Gordon attended Naval  

Off icer C a nd idate Sc hool a n d  was com­

missioned a s  an off icer i n  the U .S .  Navy. 

Later, he  worked for 26 years for M a rsh 

a n d  M cClennan, Inc . ,  in Seattle. Gord o n  

married h is  wife Audrey in 1973. He 

enjoyed travell ing, read ing ,  sports, a n d  

s p e n d i n g  t i m e  with friends and fami ly. He 

is  survived by his wife; h is  brother, 

Rodney; and two nephews. 

Nancy Ann (Thompson) Seitz died O c t. 

1 6, 2009. After graduation, Nancy worked 

for more tha n  40 years as a registered 

nurse. After retirement, she continued 

her vocat ion by serving as  a par ish nurse 

a t  her church .  She married her  husband 

of 4 1  years, Steve, i n  1 968 and together 

they had three c h i ldren. 

1 96 J  
Class Representative - Ron Lerch 

1962 

Class Representative - Leo El iason and 

Dixie (Ukkel) Matthias 

Jan (Oyer) Shabro was appointed to the 

Tacoma C ity Council. She served two 

terms as a state representative and eight 

years on the Pierce County Council. Jan 

also served as chair of Tacoma/Pierce 

County Board of Health and president of 

the Economic Development Corporation 

of Pierce County. 

1963 

Class Representative - Merlyn and Joan 
(Maierl Overland 

John R. Stewart, currently the vice presi­

dent a n d  dean of academic  affairs at the 

Un iversity of Du buque, i n  D ubuque,  Iowa, 

wil l  retire i n  J u ne.  Before arriving a t  the 

U n iversity of D u buque. he taught for 32 

years at the University of Washington. 

John received h is  master's degree from 

Northwestern Un iversity and h is  doctor­

ate at the U niversity of Southern 

C a l iforn ia. 

1964 

Class Representative - Jon and Joan 
(Riggers) Malmin 

Understanding Israel (formerly Claudette 

Baker) is c u rrently working on her Ph .D .  

in e d u c ation at Argosy University. 

Understand ing earned her m aster's 

degree in educ ation in 2008 through 

the M u c kleshoot Tribal  College First 

People's Program at  Antioch Un iversity 

in Seattle. She presently works for the 

N a tiona l  Association of American 

Ind ian  Ch i ldren and Elders,  a n d  started 

a n o n - profit, Wedgewood Hea l ing,  to 

assist youth. 

1965 

Class Representative - Dave Wytko 

Dick Running was selected as board 

c h a i r  for the L inn-Benton Comm unity 

College Board of Educ ation. D i c k, who 

has served on the board s i n c e  2007, is a 

certif ied pub l ic  a ccountant with Boehme 

and Running in Albany, O re. 

Dave Wytko's wife, Shirley Marie Wytko, 

d ied Nov. 5, 2009. 

1966 

Class Representative - Frank Johnson 

1 967 
Class Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

John Earl Cook d ied  Jan. 4. After gradu­

ation, John taught e lem entary school for 

18 years. Later, he became a certified 

nurse and worked mostly in home elderly 

care. John is survived by former wife 

Ellen; son John, and daughters Mareta 

and JoEllen; and seven grandchildren. 

Robert Hauke died Sept. 23, 2009. Bob 

worked in adult literacy research for 10 

years at  George Washington University 

in Monterey, Calif. He later worked for 20 

years as the administrative director of 

surgical services at Sac red Heart 

Hospital in Eugene, Ore. In 1 995, he 

moved back to Astoria, Ore.,  to work a s  

the  wine and  seafoo d  m a n a g e r  o f  

H a uke's Sentry M a rket. T h a t  year, 

he  met M arilynn Knowlson, and 

they m a rried i n  1998 .  Bob loved 

the John Day River and serving his 

commu nity. 

1 968 

Mike Deal has left his position on the 

Puyal lup City Counc i l  after 20 years. 

After PLU, Mike received a master's 

degree in edu cation from Oregon 

State University. A longtime educator, he  

taught at  Pierce Co l lege and eventual ly 

retired as principal at Edgemont J u nior 

High.  Mike a lso served a s  mayor of  

Puya l lup for  s ix  years. Mike a n d  wife 

Patty live in Puyal lup,  Wash. 



Richard Erstad retired from the American 

Friends Service Committee after 30 

years. The committee directs programs 

in Latin America and the Caribbean 

foc used on health, development. human 

r ights, peace bui lding, confl ict preven­

tion, and advocacy relating to U.S. policy. 

He is now setting up a consulting busi­

ness. His wife Dr. G ladys Fenichel contin­

ues her practice in  psychiatry and has a 

faculty affiliation with the University of 

Pennsylvania Medical  School. Their son 

Daniel,  27, works in the film industry in 

Los Angeles; daughter Sara, 25, teaches 

h igh school Spanish in the South Bronx 

of New York City; dau ghter Laura, 20, is a 

sophomore at Columbia University. 

William "Bill" Krieger has been named 

the new director of the arts and sc iences 

division at Montana State University ­

G reat Falls College of Technology. He 

taught at Pierce Community Col lege and  

served as dean  of academic education a t  

Walla Walla Community College. Bil l 

received his doctorate in  American stud­

ies from Washington State University. 

Penny Leake was awarded the Theresa 

E. C h risty Award, the top award given to 

Iowa nurses by the Iowa Nurses 

Association, Penny is an associate pro­

fessor of nursing at Luther College. She 

received her master's degree from Ohio 
Un iversity in Athens, and her doctoral 

degree  in  nursing from the University of 

Texas, Austin. 

John and Cathy ISeverson '69) 

Pederson's four daughters have all com­

pleted their bache lor's degrees Itwo 

attended PLU and one, Dena IPederson 

'02) Sayama, graduated. Two of them 

have also received their master's 

degrees, and two are married. John is 

now retired, and both he and Cathy enjoy 

spending time with their three grandchil­

dren. 

Marifynne Buddrius Wilson has been 

selected to be part of a health care dele­

gation to Cuba sponsored by "Witness 

for Peace . "  

1 969 
Class Representative - Rick Nefson 

David Hanson co-publ ished the article 

tit led "A Personal Perspective on the 

Init ial Federal Health Based Regul ations 
to Remove Lead from Gasol ine" in the 

August 2009 issue of "Environmental 

Health Perspectives," Volume 1 17, 

Number 8. 

The Rev. Philip Petrasek was forced into 

retirement by Parkinson's disease. He 

served as pastor of Christ Lutheran 

Church and gave his last sermon on Nov. 

1 , 2009. Phil l ip was also very involved in  

community service; he helped troubled 

c hurches, coordinated the Ferndale 

Community Servic e  Cooperative, and 

helped setting up  a hea lth center in  

Ferndale, Wash .  Phill ip and  his wife 

Linda ISimundson '70) now plan to travel. 

1970 
C lass Representative - B i l l  Allen 

The Rev. Gary William Mayhood died 

Jan 3. 

Ronald I ,  Toft was appointed to the 

Santa Clara Cou nty Superior Court. 

Previously, Ronald served as the presi­

dent of the Law Offices of Ronald I .  Toff. 

He received his juris doctorate degree 

from the U n iversity of San Francisco 

School of Law. 

1 971 
Cfass Representative - Joe Hustad, Jr. 

1 972 
Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

Bernadene McDonald was inducted into 

the Alberta Order of Excel lence for her 

work in presenting and promoting moun­

tain culture. She has written three books 

on famous mountaineers and is working 

on the fourth. 

1 973 
Class Representative - Karen 

IWraafstad) Robbins and Sandy (Dimler) 
Privett 

1 974 
Class Representative - David Johnson 

1975 
Class Representative - Helen Pohlig 

George Floyd "Pete" Irwin died June 29, 

2009. After graduation, Pete served i n  

the U . S .  A i r  Force in  Vietnam and was an 

Air Force instructor for 19  years. He 

went on to fly 747s for United Airl i nes  

until retirement  i n  2003. In  1994, Pete 

married his wife Lisa. He is  survived 

by his wife; daughters Kathryn, 

J acqueline and Kelly, and son Ryan; 

brother Tom and sister Trudy; two grand­

children, and numerous nieces and 

nephews. 

1 976 
Class Representative - Gary Powell 

Trudy IThorsness) Lund retired from the 

An chorage School District in May 2009 

after 25 years of teaching. Her husband,  

Curt, also retired from the U.S. Army 

after 34 years. They are traveling and 

looking forvvard to their first grandchild, 

a girl, to be born in March. Their son, 

John, just received his Ph.D. in  e l ectrical 

eng ineering from the University of 

Washington. He is an engineering pro­

fessor at the University of Alaska in 

Anchorage. 

Stuart and Kathy IKoenig '77) Rigal! cel­

ebrated 32 years of marriage last 

August. Their son Gabe, 27, is an Army 

Arabic translator stationed at Camp 

Victory in Baghdad, I raq .  Dan, 25 ,  gradu­

ated in  December with a degree in wor­

ship arts from Biola University in Los 

Angeles. Stephen, 22, is majoring in visu­

a l  arts at Biola. The youngest, David, 16, 

is a sophomore in high school, plays the 

trumpet and is interested in drama. 

Stuart is in his 30th year of teaching 

music in Oregon Publ ic Schools and 

Kathy has 22 piano students at her home 

studio. 

Judith Van Houten was recently named 

UniverSity Distinguished Professor at the 

University of Vermont. Judith was also 

inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, National 

Honor Society, and elected as a fellow in  

the Amer ican Association for the 

Advancement of  Science. 

Susan Norwood worked in Benin the 

past three summers on  a n  interdiscipli­

nary project Iwith engineers) that focus­

es on water qua l i ty and related health 

issues. She will take the fourth group of 

students to Benin this summer. 

Chris Pankey recently competed in the 

Pacif ic Masters INorthern California) 

Swimming Championships, and was part 

of a mixed 4x200-meter freestyle relay 

that established a world record for their 

age group 1 1 20- 159 combined years). 

Ch ris also placed first in the 1 500-meter 

freestyle, and second in the 200-meter 

freestyle. Chris swims for the Manatees 

in Oakland, Cal if 

1 977 
Class Representatives - Leigh Erie and 

Joan INelson) Mattich 

Steve Chestnut, superintendent of Selah 

School District, was selected by the 

Washington Association of School 

Administrators as Washington state's 

2010 Superintendent of the Year. 

Previously, Steve was the superintendent 

for Moses Lake School District for 1 2  

years. Steve received his master's 

degree in education from Central 

Washington University and his 

doctorate in education from Seattle 

University. 

The Rev. Virginia Johnson is the new 

pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in 

Othel lo, Wash. Virginia worked in 

Ta coma for two years and in Quincy, 

Wash., for 12 years before arriving in 

Othello. She attended the Vancouver 

School of Theology in  British Columbia 

and Luther Seminary in  St. Paul, Minn. 

Deborah Robbins and Donald B ia l i k were 

married on Sept. 1 2, 2009, and had a 

combination honeymoon and family 

reunion in Orlando, Fla. i n  December. 

1 978 
Class Representative - Pete Manich 

J979 
Class Representatives - Dave and 

Teresa IHausken) Sharkey 

Dave E_ Artis was recognized by 

Cambridge Who's Who for demonstrating 

dedication, leadership and excellence in 

pharmaceutical sales. He has 15 years 

experience in  the field and works for the 

pharmaceutica l  company NovaQuest, 

specializing in product cost analysis. 

Before entering the pharmaceutical 

f ield, David served in  the U.S.  Navy. 

Vickie IPomeroy) Lackman was appoint­

ed acting president of Bates Technical 

College in Tacoma. Vickie has served as 

the college's vice president of human 

resources for the past five years. 

Previously, she worked as the human 

resources director  for Providence Health 

System. She holds a second bacllelor's in 

education frolll Montana State University 

and a master's degree in organizational 

development from California Pacific 

University. 

Craig Shefter recently competed in the 

2009 Un ited States Masters Short­

Course Swimming Championships he ld  

in Clovis, Ca l if. Cra ig  p laced fourth in h is  

age group in the 50-meter breaststroke, 

eighth in  the 1 00-meter breaststroke, 

and 1 0th in the 200-meter breast-

stroke. He  earned All-America Honors 

in Masters Swimming every year s ince 

2002. While swimming for PLU in 1 976 

and 1 977 as a member of Chaser'S 

Racers, Craig earned All-America hon­

ors in  both years at the National 

Swimming Championships.  Craig, an 

attorney in Sacramento, swims for the 

Sacramento Masters. 

Todd Spencer was named co-offensive 

l ine coach at Georgia Institute of 

Technology. Todd  coached for 11 sea­

sons at  the Naval Academy and six at 

Oregon State UniverSity before arriving 

at Georgia Tech. 

1 980 
Michael Staudinger's second novel, 

"A Conspiracy of Little Things," was 

recently publ ished. His eldest son, 

Christopher Staudinger '08, is teaching 

English in  Korea and posting his travel 

documentaries on Facebook. Michae l  

l ives with h is  wife and sons in Pasco, 

Wash. 

198 1 
Class Representative - Dean and Susan 

ILee) Phillips 

Robert Halterman recently joined the 

FirstHealth Ri chmond Medical Group 

Women's Center, Robert is board certi­

fied in obstetrics and gynecology, and 

has spec ia l  interest in  high-risk obstet­

rics, advanced laparoscopic and recon­

structive pelvic surgery, urogynecology, 

and infertility. He received his medica l  

degree from Kansas City Un iversity of  

Medic ine and Biosciences. 

Dianna (Koneman) Johnston completed 

her master's of science degree in nurs­

ing in December 2009 at Walden 

Un iversity. She was also elected to the 

board of d irectors of the Idaho Al l iance 

of Leaders in Nursing.  Dianna is a nurs­

ing program administrator at Eastern 

Idaho Techn ica l  Col lege and her hus­

band John is a refrigerator mechanic. 
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Dianna,  J o h n  a n d  their son Matthew, 1 1 ,  

l ive in Idaho Falls, I daho .  

Jim Martin-Schramm (Martin) recently 

pub l ished his new book, "Cl imate Justice:  

Ethics, En ergy, and P u b l ic  Po l i cy." J i m  is 

a professor of rel ig ion  a n d  the research 

chair  for the Center for  Eth ics  a n d  P u bl ic  

L i fe a� Luther Col lege in  Decorah, Iowa. 

1 982 
Class Representative - Paul Collard 

Kathy (Bayne) 

Hulings and hus­

band Dale cele­

brated the gradu­

ation of their son 

Nathan '09 with a 
group of PLU a lumni :  Gerald (Jerry) 

Bayne '58, Joanne Bayne Widman '57 
and Geoffrey Bayne '88. Kathy is a lega l  

:;ecretary. N a th a n  works at the Gateway 

newspa per, J erry and Joanne  are  both 

retired s c h ool teachers, a n d  G eoffrey 

plays in the Navy B a nd in Anna pol is ,  M d .  

Pau l  Collard w a s  c h o s e n  to officiate the 

NCAA Footba ll 011 1  National 
Ch ampionshi p Game where the University 

of Wisconsin-Whitewater beat Mount 

Union College. Collard has been officiat­

ing football for 23 years and this was his 

first national championship game assign­

ment. Paul l ives in El lens burg, Wash. 

1983 
Class Represe ntative - Dave Olson 

1 984 
Class Representative - Mark 

Christofferson 

George D i l l  d ied  Nov. 1 9, 2009. George 

spent 23 years in the U.S. Army before 

attending PLU. Later, he taught business 

and accounting at Pierce College. George 

served on the Puyallup City Counc i l since 

2005 and had been elected to "nother 

term. H e  is survived by many friends and 

fam i ly members. 

1985 
Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 

Regge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stelling 

1 986 
Class Representative - Stacey (Kindred) 

Hesterly 

James von Grabow received a maste r's 

of divinity from Azusa Pac if ic University in 

May, 2009. Ja mes a n d  h i s  wife Veronica 

live in Culver City, Calif. 

Dan Merchant's first feature film, "Lord, 

Save us From Your Followers" was awarded 

Best Spi ritual Documentary at the Beliefnet 

Film Awards_ The film is being released in 

theaters nationally by Thunderstruck  Rims 

and will be released on DVD by Virg il Films 

in Apri l, 2010. Dan and his wife, Kara (Kehoe 
'85), l ive in Lake Oswego, Ore. 

Deirdre Ann Reardon married Dean Alan 

Shaug hnessy Aug.  1 5, 2009. Deirdre is a 

self-employed medical transcriptionist 

and Dean is a project manager at the 

City of Everett Parks and Recreation. 

The fami ly l ives i n  Burl ington, Wash. 

1 987 
Class Rep resentatives - lisa Onoson 

and John Carr 

Jim 

Diacogiannis 

became pastor 

of Lopez Is land 

Christ the K ing .... --.-"-'" 
Community 

Church in September 2009. Jim was for­

merly a teacher for 21 years. Jim and his 

wife Laurel (Pins '80) also adopted two 
daughters from Ghana, West Africa, in 

March 2008. R a chel,  8, a nd Sarah, 1 1 , 

jo in  10 sib l ings. The fami ly resides i n  

Lopez Is land,  Wash .  

John Wolfe was named I nterim exe c u ­

tive director of  the Port of Ta coma o n  

J a n . 1 .  J oh n has served as t h e  port's 

d e puty executive director s i n c e  2005. H e  

p reviously served as  t h e  executive 

director of the Port of Olympia.  

1988 
Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scan 

Ed ehun was able to finally pursue his 

dream of owning a restaurant when he 

was forced by the recession to sell his 

insurance business. The business, 

Chun's S unrise Catering & B B D, offers 

catering for spec ia l  events and home­
cooked family meals of Korean and 

Hawai ian  in f luences .  Ed, h is  wi fe  Susie 

'90, and their two c h i ldren l ive in 

Medford, Ore. 

Sven Ombudstvedt has been named CEO 

of Norske Skog. Previous ly, he  worked 

as CFO and senior vice president of Yara 

International and a s  head of corporate 

strategy at Norsk Hydro ASA He 

received a master's in international man­

agement from Thunderbird School  of 

Global Management. 

Steve Valach was n a med the Seattle 

Sea hawks H igh  Schoo l  Coach of the 

Year on Dec .  6, 2009. Steve is the head 

footbal l  coach  at Liberty High School  i n  

Issaquah,  Wash. 

Wendy Weaver, 

assist3nt pro­

fessor of 

English at 

Mount Mary 

College in 

__ ";"_'-_ Milwaukee, 

Wisc., was presented the 2009 

Excellence in Teaching Award. Wendy 

joined th e  c o l lege in 2006. She oversees 

the annua l  Literature, Creativity and 

Socia l  J ustice Conference, and directs 

the col lege's honor program. 

1989 
Class Representative - Lisa (Hussey) 

Ferraro 
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Mary DeMuth was nominated to be a del­

egate in the Third Lausanne Congress on 

World Evangelization in Cape Town, South 

Africa .  S he's the owner of www.thewrit­
ingspa.com and wil l  release two books 

this year. 

Marnie Graham 

received the U .S .  

Department of  

the I nterior's 

Diversity 

C h ampion award 

for the Bureau of 

Land Man agement in Washington, D .C .  

S h e  started working a t the  Glennal len 

Field Office as a publ ic affa irs specia l ist 

five years ago. She and her husband Doug 

Vollman live in the Copper Valley in 

Alaska.  

1990 
Steve Maxwell was named president of 

the South Sound  District of Key8ank, 

where he has worked s i n c e  1 993. Before 

jo in ing  KeyBa n k, Steve worked for US 

Bank .  Steve and his  wife Kim (Berg) '90 
have 9-year-old twi ns .  

1 991  
Patrick Foran grad uated l a st M a y  from 

Lewis and Clark Law Schoo l in Portland. 

Ore. After d irecting and teaching theatre 

for 15 years, Pat is now an attorney with 

Landye Ben nett Blumstein LLP. Wh ile at 

Lewis and Clark, he received the J ustice 

Robert E. Jones Award for Excellence in 

Tria l  Advocacy and was inducted into the 

Cornel ius fIonor S o ciety. Pat a lso 

re ce ived the 2008 Joyce Ann H arpole 

Award. Pat and h is  wife, Nicole ,  live i n  

Portland with their f o u r  children, 

'Kauna Ben Shingenge is the second-in­

charge at the Namibian Embassy i n  Tanzania 

and wi l l  be there unti l 2012. In November, he 

was busy with voter registration for the 

presidential and parliamentary elections. 

1992 
Class Representative - Darcy ( Pattee) 

Andrews 

Lucinda Busler is working on completing 

a Ph.D. in education admillistration and 

l eadership at  C a pella Univers i ty, and will  

be do ing an admin istrative internship in 

2010-201 1 .  

1 993 

Thomas Edwards 

works as an 

a c c o unts payable 

" intern in the d is­

aster re l ief  off ice 

of  the Ameri c a n  

Red Cross in 
Portl and ,  Ore. 

Class Representative - Barbara (Murphy) 

Hesner 

Bryan Ertsgaard ac hieved Nati on a l  Board 

Certif ication as a teacher and cont inues 

to work to i mprove urban edu cation i n  

Dayton, Oh io .  He l ives i n  Dayton. 

Jayne (McNun) Leighty and her husband 

Jim recently moved back to the Pacific 

Northwest after moving around the 

country for 12 years because of Jim's 

career as  a Marine Corps Officer. Jayne 

i s  now enrolled in the interior design BFA 

program at The Art Institute of S e attle. 

J i m  is  retired from the mil itary a nd works 

as a fi nanc ia l  advisor at Morgan Sta nl ey 

Smith Barney. The coup le  l ives in the 

Be l ltown n e ighborhood of Seattle and 

loves be ing back in the a rea. 

1 994 
Class Representatives - Dan Lysne and 

Catherine (Overland) Hauck 

Levi Dean was hired by the design firm 

Range as a client partner for the company's 

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho team. Levi has more 

than 10  years of marketing experience. 

1 995 

Class Representative - Christi Rupp 

Skyler Cobb was promoted to national 

account manager for Franke Coffee 

S,/stems. Skyler resides in Meridian, Idaho. 

Calvin Go ings 

was ap pointed 

as administrator 

for Region 10 of 

the Small 

Business 

Adm inistration,  

overseei ng pro ­
grams in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 

Alaska. Previously, Calvin served as senior 

advisor to the president at the Washington 

Credit Union League and also as an elect­
ed official in Pierce County for nearly two 

decades. Ca lvin and his wife Amy have a 

son, Wil l iam, 5. 

Michele Tomseth, Penny Grellier '94, and 

Jenny (Michael '94) McGuire spent Nov. 5-

9, enjoying a girls' weekend in New 

Orleans. Activities included enjoying the 

unique cu isine of New O rleans, a self-guid­

ed tour of the Garden District, a wonderful 

swamp tour outside of Slidell and a great 

educationa l tour offered by Save Our 

Cemeteries of the St Louis #1 cemetery. 

1996 
C l ass Representatives - Mari (Hoseth) 

Lysne and Jennifer (Riches) Stegeman 

1997 
Class Representatives - Andy a n d  

Stephanie (Merle) Tomlinson 

Crystal Aikin was nominated for four 

Stel lar Awards and received Best 

New Artist of the Year and Best 

Contemporary Female Artist of the Year 

awards by the Stellar Award Gospel Music 

Academy. In  the last year, Crystal recorded 

her debut aibum, "Crysta l Aiki n. "  

Joshua Johnston joined Federal Way 

Orthopedic Associates. Joshua has a 

spec ia l  expertise in arthroscopic s urgery 

and the treatment of sport-related 

injuries. As a fellow at  the Sa nta M onic a 



Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Group, 

he  provided care for members of major 

league soccer teams, men's and 

women's national teams, and col lege 

athletic departments. Joshua received 

his medical  degree from the University of 

Washington. 

B.ryan Ketcham was named director of 

the Cathol ic C harities Housing Services. 

Previously, Bryan worked for the CCHS 

Off ice  o f  Rura l  and Farmworker Housing 

in Yakima, Wash., as the director of hous­

ing  policy. Bryan holds a master's degree 

in international relations from the 

Univers ity of Kent at Brussels. 

1 998 
Class Representative - Shannon 

IHerlocker) Stewart 

Todd Fukumoto married Melanie 

Pagdi lao in Hawaii on Jan .  1 8, 2009. 

Jeremy Mangan won The Greater 

Tacoma Community Foundation's 

"Foundation o f  Art Awa rd." The $7,500 

award recognizes J eremy's talent and 

his commitment to the creative communi­

ty of Pierce County. He received a mas­

ter's degree in  painting from Hunter 

College, City University of New York. 

While in New York, Jeremy worked a s  

t h e  principal i c e  sculptor for Okamoto 

Studio i n  addition to his painting and 

exhibits. He is cu rrently working part­

time for the Ta coma Art Museum as a 

contracted art handler. 

Drew Moneke was selected for the Milken 

Family Foundation National Educator 

Award. The honor comes with a S25,00Q 

cash prize. Drew, a social studies teacher 

at West Salem High School, was recog­

nized for creating a dynamic classroom to 

keep students aware and engaged. 

Wai Tim Petersen was selected as the 

director of the Manson Park and 

Recreation District in Manson, Wash. Aher 

PlU, Wai obtained his m aster's degree in 

human performance from Oregon State 

University. He later founded a business and 

development growth strategies company 

and also served for the Pierce County 

Superior Court in children advocacy. 

1999 
Class Representative - Julie IJohnston) 

Bulow von Dennewitz 

The Rev. Debra M, Koch married Bradley 

Abbott on Nov. 3, 2009, at Trinity lutheran 

Church in Fresno, Calif. Brad is the camp 

director at  Flathead lutheran Bible Camp 

near Kalispell, Mont. Debra i s  the associ­

ate pastor at Bethle h e m  lutheran Church 

in Kalispell. 

David Potts married Melissa Marie 

Restivo in October 2009, in Maui, Hawaii. 

David was promoted to senior operations 

engineer a t  Microsoft in Redmond,  Wash. 

Mel issa is currently working on her mas­

te r's degree i n  social work at the 

University of Washington. The coup le  

resides in Be l levue, Wash. 

The Rev. Ryan Rouse married lyndsay 

Bens on March 21, 2009. Ryan is the proud 

stepfather of Kenny, 13. He is a minister at 

Holy Spirit lutheran Church in las Vegas, 

Nev. The family resides in  las Vegas. 

2000 
Class Representative - Ashley Orr 

Annie Boulet died unexpectedly on Dec. 

9, 2009, due to a ruptured aneurysm. 

Annie began her teaching career bounc­

ing between Spokane, Tacoma and 

England. In 1 994, she  started teaching for 

the Puyallup School D istrict and later 

became a counselor. Annie was involved 

in many volunteer organizations and 

founded Advancement Via Individual 

Determination IAVID), a program to help 

students reach college level .  She  is sur­

vived by her parents, a grandmother, a 

brother, and  two nieces. 

Timothy O'Neill 

married Tracy 

Mertens on 

Sept. 6, 2009, at 

Faith lutheran 

Church i n  lake 

Forest, I I I . lim is 

a product manager for Kliriyama of 

America, I nc .  Tracy is a human 

resources a dministrator for  Ambius, Inc .  

The couple met while Tim was working 

In Tracy's hometown, Madison, Wis. 

The couple l ives in the Chicago metro­

politan area. 

Ann Ober mar­

ried Steven 

Gotfredson on 

May 29, 2009, in 

Mi l lcreek 

Canyon, Utah. 

Ann works 

for the Office of the Mayor in 

I ntergovernmental Relations. Steven is a 

prosthetic and orthotic technician. lutes 

in anendance at  the wedding were Robin 

Ober '00 and Emily Larson '02. The cou­

ple resides in Salt lake City, Utah. 

2001 
Class Representatives - Keith 

Prangholer 

Garth Gustavson 

married Caroline 

Shin on May 9, 

2009, at Garth's 

parents' home in 

Yakima, Wash. 

Best man was 

Regan Myers '02. Both Garth and Caroline 

are full-time missionaries with Youth with 

a MI sioll in BaLtambang, Cambodia. 

2002 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Game 

and Brian Riehs 

Megan lewis i s  now living in Mexico 

City and working for the U.S.  Department 

of State through the Institute of 

International Education. The program 

helps Mexican students access higher 

education in the United States. 

2003 
C l ass Representative - Elisabeth Pynn 

Himmelman 

Stephen Bruce Clark married Rena 

Parcells on June 27, 2009. Stephen works 

for the Renton Schoo l  Disrrict and Rena 

works for the Bellevue School Di strict. 

The couple lives in Seanle. 

Gillian Hanson 

married Jason 

Carnahan on 

Aug. 29, 2009 in 

Eagle Creek, 

Ore. Fellow 

lutes in the 

bridal party 

were Sally 

(Porterfield '02) Kroon and Bridget Baker 

'02. Gillian is a first grade teacher in 

Vancouver, Wash., and Jason owns a 

consulting/import business. The couple 

currently resides in Portland, Ore. 

Jackie K.imball graduated in May 2009 

with a medica l  degree from the 

University of North Dakota School of 

Medicine and Health Science. She 

moved to Connecticut to begin her resi­

dency in psychiatry at the University of 

Connecticut. Farmington. 

Erica Sponberg is c urrently anending 

Valparaiso University and working on her 

-

I n  Memoriam 

Lenore Alene IJaalstrom) Bozarth on 

Jan 13, 2010. 

Patricia I Iverson) Pinksta" on Dec. 4, 

2009. 

Wilma (Johnson) Harrell on November 

14, 2009. 

Emifie ILee) Elizabeth (Bishop) Zulauf 

on Dec .  1 1 , 2009. 

Marciel Fink Morse on Oct. 3 1 , 2009. 

Raymond Braaten on Sept. I I ,  2009. 

Delores "Dee" (Larson) Deisher on 

Sept 20, 2009. 

Gordon Wayne Lewison on Dec .  9, 2009. 

Nancy Ann (Thompson) Seitz on Oct 16, 

2009. 

John Earl Cook on Jan. 4, 2010. 

Robert Hauke on  Sept. 23, 2009. 

The Rev. Gary William Mayhood on Jan. 

3, 2010. 

George Aoyd 'Pete" Irwin Jr, on June 

29, 2009. 

George Dill on Nov. 1 9, 2009. 

Annie Boulet on Dec .  9, 2009. 

master's degree in Engl ish studies and 

communication with a TESDl certificate. 

200", 
Class Representative - Tammy lynn 

Schaps 

John Dodge is cu rrently working on his 

master's degree in horn performance at 

the University of Oregon School of 

Music.  Before returning to school, John 

taught band for four years in middle and 

high school .  He is also the associate 

director and co-prinCipal horn for the 

Oregon Coast Chamber Orchestra. 

Mark Groesch died Jan 16.  Mark was 

working toward his master's degree in 

theology from Wheaton College in 

Wheaton, III. Mark loved spending time 

with h is family and friends, snowboarding, 

playing gal , hunting, fishing and cycl ing. 

Mark is survived by his parents Dr C. 

Will iam and lu Alln Groesch; grandpar­

ents William and Margaret Hil l  and James 

and Mary Groesch; sister Sarah IGroesch) 

Chandler '00; a nephew, a niece, numer­

ous aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

Randy Martin has. been named director 

of the Skagit Valley College San Juan 

Center after serving as the center's 

E lderhostel coordinator for the past 10 

years. Previously, Martin provided stu­

dent support services as an educational  

Mark Groesch on Jan 16, 20 1 0. 

Florence Orvik d ied on N ov. 8, 2009. 

She was an assistant professor of 

education at PlU in the 1960s. 

Professor Emeritus Ann K. Tremaine 
died on Oct. 10, 2009. Ann received her 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Oregon and her master's 
degree in violin performance from the 
University of Washington under 
Emanuel Zetlin_ She taught at PLU and 
was a member of the PlU Symphony 
Orchestra for almost 30 years, retiring 
in 1992. During that time she was also 
Concertmaster of the Tacoma 
Symphony Orchestra and the Tacoma 
Pops Orchestra. She is survived by her 
husband, Norm, family and friends. 

lucil le Johnson, professor emeritus 

of English and longtime PlU faculty 
member, died Feb. I I  D r. Johnson 
came to PlU in 1953. She entered 

phased retirement in 1984. During her 

tenure she served as English 
Department chair  and worked closely 
with the School of Education in their 

English teacher preparation program. 

While her area of specia lty was 
Canadian Literature, at one time or 

another she ta ught every English 

course offered except Shakespeare. 
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planner for the Ta coma Commun ity 

Co l lege Running Start program. Mal1in 

and h is  wife, Mel issa, have two daugh­

ters, Ava and Lucy. 

Kevin and Ef izabeth (Johnson '05) 

Roberts wil l  be ce lebrarlng their fifth 

wedding ann iversary on Aug. 1 4, 2010, i n  

Mumba i, I n d i a ,  where they both have 

jobs working for the Amer ican School of 

Bombay. Kevin is teaching midd le  school 

math and is the current head of the Math 

Depal1ment, 'Nhile Elizabeth is working in 

the superintendent's office and attending 

online courses through Syracuse 

University to receive a master's degree 

i n  l ibrary and information sc ience .  They 

were married i n  Boise, I daho,  and were 

l iv ing in Ta coma until 2008 when they 

moved to Ind ia .  

2005 

Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Kelsey Bergey received Iler master's 

degree in voice in June 2009, from the 

University of Washington. later i n  the 

year, she opened Bergey Voice Studio in 

Aberdeen, Wash. 

Shawn Blackler 

and Hilde Moen 

'OS were m a rried 

in Portland, Ore., 

on Oct. 3, 2009. 

The wedding 

and ceremony 

took place at 

Norse Hall, Sons 

of Norway. Carl Christensen '07 was the 

best man and Sidsel Kiehn '05 was the 

maid of honor. The couple l ives in 

N o rway. 

Molly (Marten) Hill, of Summit F inanc ia l  

G roup, was honored a s  "Assistant of the 

Year" at the Commonwealth Sym posium. 

S h e  was honored for her ded ic ation, 

knowledge and genuine regard for the 

cli ent's well being. 

Aaron B .  Key recently graduated from 
the U.S .  Coast Guard Recruit  Tra in ing 

Center i n  Cape May, N.J .  D u ri n g  the 

training program, Aaron completed a v ig­

orous curriculum consisting o f  a c a de m ­

ics and practical instruction on water 
safety and survival, military customs and 

coul1esies, seamanship skills, first aid, 

fire f ighting and marksmanship. 

Jessica (Patrick) Knapp married Joshua 

B randon Knapp on May 25, 2009, in 

Olymp ia . Jess ica is a veterinary intern 

for smal l  animal medicine and s u rg e ry at 

Washington State U n iversity New 

Veterinary Tea c hing  Hospital .  Joshua is 

working on h is  bac helor's degree at 

Washington State University. The couple 

l ives in Pu l lman, Wash. 

Graham 
Murtaugh mar­

ried Mandi Jo 

Reimers on J u ly 

1 7, 2009, on 

................. =----o Kruger's Farm i n  

Pol1land, O r e .  G r a h a m  i s  a b a k e r  a n d  

M a n d i  i s  a phys ica l  therapist. I n  atten­

dance at the wedding were fellow Lutes 

groomsman Jake Bechtel '06, Molly 

Elizabeth Anne Feider '06, and Aaron 

Gerow '06. 

Neale Travis Rapp married Jessica Jean 

Carter '06 on J u ly 7, 2007, i n  Powell, Wyo. 

Nea le  works as an ISS Para-Educator i n  

t h e  Big H o r n  Sc hool District and Jess ica 

is a n  optometrist. The coup le  res ides i n  

Powell, Wyo. 

20 6 
Class Representative - Jenna 

(SteHenson) Serr 

David J. Bentsen graduated from 

Wil lamette U n iversity Col lege of Law in 

Spring 2009. He was a d mitted to the 

Washington Bar i n  D e cember 2009. David 

entered pract ice as a n  assoc iate attor­

ney with Speidel  Law Firm in Wenatchee, 

Wash. He a lso serves on the Board for 

the Wenatchee Row a n d  Paddle Club.  

Kelly Fahl graduated with a jur is doctor­

ate from the University of Oregon Sc hool 

of law in  May, 2009. She earned a cel1ifi­

cate i n  environmental and natural 

resources law, one in ocean and coastal  

law, and the pro bono certif icate 01 com­

plet ion.  She also passed the Oregon Bar 

Exam this summer. 

Hillary Krueger now works as a physician's 

assistant for West Sound Emergency 

Physicians in Bremerton, Wash. 

Jason Rimkus was named head football 

coach at Interlake Senior H igh  Sc hool in 

Bellevue, Wash. Jason arr ives at 

Interlake after working as the assistant 

coach at Bothel l  H igh,  coaching at PlU 

and Western Washington U niversity. 

J ason is a lso c u rrently a g raduate stu­

dent at the Un iversity of Washington. 

Stacey Stone graduated from Gonzaga 

U n iversity S c h ool of law i n  May 2009. 

She received a posit ion at the insurance 

defense law f irm of lynch and 

Associates in Anc horage, Alaska, in 

September 2009. 

Aaron John Roetcisoender married 

Jamie Lynn Fortescue '06 on Aug. 8, 

2009, in Puyallup, Wash. Jamie teaches 

third grade for the Tacoma School 

D i strict a nd Aaron works for the 

Washington Interscholastic Activities 

Associat ion.  Carrie Andrew '05 was the 

maid of honor. The couple resides i n  

Ta coma, Wash. 

2007 
Class Representative - Kaarin Praxel 

a n d  Maggie Morgan 

JeHrey Blair was awarded a 

Dist inguished Fulbright Award i n  

Tea c h ing t o  c onduct  research In South 

Africa. J effrey teaches 8th and 1 0th 

grade hum anities at The NOl1hwest 

Sc hool in Seattle . 



ZOC lindsey 

m a rried Alle n 

S h i h  on Nov. 7, 

2009 in P u ako, 

Hawaii. Zoe is a 

pediatr ic n u rse 

practitioner 

and associate 

partner at 

C a s c a d e  Pediatr ics in Issaquah, Wash. 
Allen is a c l inica l pharmacist at Good 

Sa m a ritan Hospital in Puyal lup ,  Wash. 

The couple c u rrently resides in Renton, 

Wash. 

Bren Panerson is the new music director 

at Holy Fam i ly Catholic Church in Salt 

Lake C ity, Utah. Brett holds a masler's 
degree in music in organ performance 

and sacred music, and im provisation 

from the University of  Texas, Austin. He 

also studies English choral tradition at 

King's Col lege a n d  St. John's Col lege in 

Cambridge,  England.  

Brian Splinter married Kathryn Noel  

Mau le  on June 27,  2009, in Everett, Wash. 

Brian works a s  a mental health coun­

selor for the Department o f  Corrections 

in Monroe, Wash. The couple resides in 

Sultan, Wash. 

2008 
Class  Representative - Christy Olsen 

Field and Courtney Stringer 

Chad Blau was selected to be part of  the 

Ya k ima Valley Warriors, a new team part 

of the Amer ican I n door Football League. 

The tea m, which will start playing in the 

spring, is  p a rt of a s ix-team Western 

Conference .  Home games will be  played 

at the S u n D om e  in  Ya kima,  Wash. 

John McKenna works as a systems inte­

grator for Augustine Consulting and is 

currently embedded with American 

Forces in Afghanistan in support of 

Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Jackie Mendez wa s  crowned Miss 

P i erce Co unty 2009 last M a rch. She a lso 

competed for the title of Miss 

Was h i ngton 2009 and p laced i n  the top 

ten. J a c kie  works for A D P  Construction 

Serv ices  in Ta coma.  She is an a c c om­

pl ished violinist and a n  active c o m m u n ity 

member. 

Caitlin Stoskopf works as an AmeriCorps 

volunteer for the Girls S c outs. She helps 

high-risk girls i n  foster c a re by insti l l ing 

courage, confidence and character. The 

gir ls wil l  learn lessons of service by vol­

unteering at food banks, helping with 

community clean-ups and running school 

s u p ply drives. 

2009 
Class Representative - Maren Anderson 

and Amy Spieker 

Clare Brauer-Rieke works a s  the out­

reach coordinator for Earth Ministry as 

part of  a yearlong p lacement  with 

Lutheran Volunteer Corps. 

Allison Cambronne works for Stanley 

Associates, a federal contractor in 

Washington, D.C., Allison's current 

assignment i s at the U,S. State 

Department in the Bureau of  Consular 

Affairs in the Visa OHice . 

Future Lutes 
1 992 

---...... �- Michelle 

Jackson 

Hammons and 

husband Luke 

welcomed 

Ashlyn Rene 

Hammons in 

June 2008. She jOll1ed brothers Jackson, 

5, and M a son, 4.  In  Sept. 2009, the family 

moved to M u kilteo where Miche l le  h a s  

been teach ing  S panish f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 7  

years. T h i s  p a s t  s u mmer she led her  sev­

enth student tour. She took 15 students 

o n  a tour of S p a i n  and Morocco.  

---
�. --

' 

Stephen 

Kilbreath and 

wife  Amy 

announce the 

birth of their son 

Jack  Morrison 

Kilbreath on July 1 1 , 2009. 

1 995 
Tammy IHuynh) Mandilag and husband 

Ramel  announce the bi rth of their  first 

son, Marcus  Huynh, on Apri l  27, 2009. 

The family l ives in H i l lsboro,  O re. 

1 996 
Maricar (Casal) Steele a n d  her husband 

James an nounce the  b i r th  of  the i r  sec­

ond chi ld ,  Cl ihon, on Sept .  14, 2009. H e  

jo ins bi g  sister Amel ia ,  3. Mar icar  works 

at Bosley as a c l in ica l  supervisor. The 

famil y  resides in Kent, Wash. 

1 999 
Jenny (Klumpp) 

Cramer and hus­

band Matt wel­

comed their 

d a u g hter S iena 

Grace Cramer 

on Dec .  23, 2008. 

Je nny is a stay­

at-home morn. 

The fami ly resides i n  Colorado Springs,  

Co lo .  

John and 

Michelle (Pleny 

'01) Eussen wel­

comed their 

second son, 

Reid Robert 

Eussen, on Feb. 

5, 2009. John 

works from 

home a n d  

M i c h el le i s  a 

stay-at-home mom a n d  an independent 

business owner with Sensaria Natural  

Body C a re .  They fami ly recently moved to 

Van c ouver, Wash. 

------:-- Man Iseri and 

his wife  Shauna 

welcomed 

Matilda Jane 

on July 14, 

__ .. ___ .� 2009. 

2000 

Danielle 

(Ph i l l ips) States 

and her hus­

band Brian wel­

comed their first 

c hi ld,  Katherine 

Hope States, on 

May 28, 2009. 

Birgina 

(H illesland) 

Dubova and 

husband I I i r  

announce  the 

birth of  their 

c h i ld,  Axel Asian D u bova on Nov. 1 2, 

2009. The fami ly l ives in S a n  D i ego,  Ca l if. 

John and Kari 

lPenis '02) 

Fricke wel­

comed Asher 

Caleb Fricke on 

Dec .  1 9, 2009. 

Asher joins sister Mirabella Rose, 3 ,  and 

brother Tanner Jonah,  19  months. 

comed daughter 

Svea Griek on 

Nov. 1 3, 2009. 

Forrest is an 

assistant pr inc i­

pa l  for the 

Federal Way 

School Di strict. The family l ives in 

Ta coma.  

louis and Noreen (McEntee '00) Hobson 
welcomed Thomas Richard Hobson on 

Jan. 1 8. 

Sarah Lord a n d  Adam Sundstrom '01 wel­

comed Erik Lord Sund strom on Nov. 1 6, 

2009. He joined b ig sister Nora A lma 

Sundstrom, 3. Adams tea c h e s  sixth grade 

and Sarah teac hes h igh school biology 

and environmental sc ience  i n  B i l l ings, 

Mont. The family l ives in B i l l ings.  

Brian and 

Brianne 

IMcQuaig '01) 

Vertrees 

announ ce the 

birth of their son 

Langley Rey on 

March 22, 2009. 

Brian is the pro­

motions manag­

er at Stemi l t  and 

Br ianne owns a n d  operates Seed 

Marketing. The fami ly  l ives i n  

Wenatchee, Wash. 

2001 
Suzanne 

Beauchene and 

h usband Ryan 

Heiberg wei, 

corned their first 

child, Dorian 

Paul Heiberg, on 

Sept. 28, 2009. 

Suzanne works as an RN at Seattle Care 

Al l iance .  The fami ly resides in Seattle. 

Kim IJohnson 

'01) 
Rothlisberger 

and husband 

Travis announce 

tile birth of the i r  

second s o n, 

Lukas Marco 

Rothlisberger. He joined his big brother 

Jakob, 17 months, on Sept. 24, 2009. 

2002 
Jason and 

Carrie IThorpe 

'05) Andrew 

welcomed 

Carson Cha rles 

into the fami ly 

on Aug ust 29, 

2009. Jason 

works for  

Thrivent F inancia l  for Lutherans. The 

fami ly l ives i n  Tacoma. 

2004 

Manhew and 

Rebecca (Kluck 

'02) Geballe 

announce the 

birth of Lil l ian 

Wilma Geba l le  

o n  Nov.  22,  2008. 

The family 

resides i n  R io 

Ranc ho, N.M.  

Marc and 

Christie (Novak 

'04) Heany 

announce the 

birth o f  Abigai l  

Joy Heany on 

Nov. 6, 2009. 

The family 

resides in Gig 

Harbor, Wash. 

Jessica IPrest) Smiddy and husband 

Lawrence announce the b i rth  of th eir 

twin daug hters Abigai l  Norah Smiddy 

a n d  Jacquelyn Kay Smiddy on  Dec.  3 1 ,  

2009. The fami ly resides in Be l levue,  

Wash . llij 

Lute 
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perspective 
continued Jiwn back Jhlge 

academic bui ldi ngs cake becween 15-20 
years fro m  concepcion CO complecion. 
The .envisioned building was approved 
i n concepc in 1 978 and che Mary Baker 
Russell Music Center was compleced in  
1998 - exacdy 20 years ! 1'111 grateful co 
have been in o n  [he projecc from the 
vcry begin ning and t o  h ave witnessed 
che enth usias m and s u pport of cwo 
p resi d e n cs coward real izing c. h ac d ream 
over ewo decades. 

The 1 980s saw tht' emergence of  study 
away as an impo rtant PLU facet. The 
Rieke Science Center was completed, 
facu ley governance gre",' s cronger  and 
recruitment of new s tud ems became 
increasingly focused . Academic p ro­
grams grew stronger and new programs 
were undertaken. Ac the end of the 
d ecade, the university celebrated i ts cen­
n:nnial, with a yearlong celebration chat 
included che world p rem iere of my col-

league G n:gory Youtz's opera on 
Northwest Native American hiscory 
and simu ltaneous internatio nal cours 
to China (by the Choir o f  the West and 
Un iversity Orchestra) and to Norway 
(by the Wind Lnseillble and University 
Chorale), chereby affi rm ing both o u r  
p lace o n  c h e  Pacific Rim and o u r  
Scandinavian hiscory. 

The times of change returned in dle 
early 19905 as e n rollmem down turns o f  
t h e  previous decade fi nally h i t  P L U  and 
the u n iversi cy entered u llcertai n eco­
nomic times. PLU's current presiden t, 
Loren J .  Anderson arrived and led the 
un iversity through those turbulent 
ti mes. The un ivers i ty em erged in the 
new m i l lennium with add i tional focus 
and fiscal d iscipline.  Long-range plan­
ning and short-term in i tiatives were 
insticuted, the former producing p lan­
ning documents t ided PLU 2000 and 

J Thrivent Financial for Lutherans'" 

The Thrivent Financial 
Q Club Challenge 
For the month of Apri l ,  Th rivent Financial wil l  match new 
or i ncreased gifts to Q Club, dol lar for dollar, up to $ 1 5 ,000. 

Now your gift to Q Club can go twice as far to help keep a 

college cducarion affordable for al l  students .  

To double  your dollars, visit LUww.pllt. edu and click on 
"Make a G i ft" or  cal l 800-826-0035 .  
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PLU 2010 ,  the latter involvmg a n nual 
creation, monito ring and assessment o f  
s h o rter-term goals. The u ll lversity i s  
currently in t h e  first year o f  a three­
year, pan-un iversity cycle to p ro duce 
the next p lanning document, PLU 
2020. Th e last decade has seen 
strl'ngthen ing of  our th ree institutional 
hallmarks: ever-i ncreasing numbers of 
studen ts participating in scudy away, 
increased student- faculty research and ,  
thanks to t h e  support of  t h e  Lilly 
Endowment, I nc.,  continued emp h asis 
on leading i ntentional l ives by explor­
ing and seeking vocation. 

On that fateful quick visit in the sum­
mer of  1 9 69 it was the peo ple of PLU 
who impressed me the most and made 
111y decision to join this community so 
easy. 1 111et a few faculty and ad minis­
trators that day, lllcluding Maurice 
Skanes, my earliest mentor and prede­
cessor as chair of  the music depart­
ment. In  the subsequent years, I have 
counted myself blessed to have worked 
with so many d istinguished colleagues 
across the campus: fro m the faculey, the 
ad ministration and che staff. And i t  
d i d n't  take me long i n t o  m y  fi rst term 
of teaching here to realize how special 
the PLU srudenrs are! 

\Ve i ll m usic h:lvc always engaged in 
studl'flc-faculty research si nce our com­
mon enterprise is to make m usic 
together. In many ways (technology, 
m ult i tasking! )  the students have 
changed. But  in the mos( fu ndamental 
ways (passion, commitment, talent) 
c hey remain the best ind icator of PLU's 
lI111queness . 

Just as the student body renews i tself 
with each new class, so toO does the fac­
ulty, but on a slower time schedule. The 
decade past has also been marked by a 
sea change in the makeup of that facu l­
ty. Colleagues of my generation at PLU 
(we came in the '70s and stayed) have 
recired after long and satisfying careers, 
a n d  a whole new cohort of comm itted 
PLU faculty are beginning their careers 
here. My hope for them is a profession­
al and personal l ife as fu ll,  rich and sus­
tained as I've enjoyed at this very special 
p lace. � 

David Robbins is professor of music and 
chair of the music department. 



COIJ tilJl<ud from inside front coI'er 

Apri l  29, 2 p.m. 

Psyc h o l o gy Col loquium 

Xav ier, N o rdq u ist Le ctu re H a l l  

A p r i l  30, Noon 
PLU Re lay for Life 

PLU Tra c k  

M AY 

May 1 ,  3 p.m. 
Stud io  Series:  PLU H a rp Ensemble  

M a ry Baker  R u s s e l l  M u s i c  C enter, 

Lag e rquist Concert H a l l  

M a y  1 ,  6 p.m. 

Q Club Spr ing  Donor Banquet 

May 1, 6 p.m. 

Ca rniva l N owad ays 

Un i versity Center, Cave 

May 2, 3 p.m. 
Stu dio Ser ies :  Mu Ph i  

Eps i lon  Con cert 

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  Mus ic  Center, 

L a g e rq u ist Concert H a ll 

May 4, 5 p.m. 

Stu d i o  S e ries :  J azz C o m b o  i n  the Cave 

U n iversity Center, Cave 

May 4, 8 p.m. 

Orchestra Series: Un ive rsity Sym ph ony 

O r c h estra 

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  Mu s ic  Center, 

La g e r q u i st Concert H a l l  

M a y  5 ,  8 p.m. 
R e g e n c y  C o n c e rt S e ries :  Regency Stri ng 

Qu intet 

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lag e r q u ist Concert H a l l  

May 7-8 

Natura l  S c i e n c e s  A c a d e m i c  Festi va l  

Morken Center 

May 7, 8 p.m. 

J azz S e ries :  Un iversity J a zz Ensem b l e s 

U n ivers ity Center, CK 

May 8-9 

Congreg ation Relations Youth Gathering 2010 
M u lt ip le  c a m pus l o c at ions  

May 8, 9 a.m. 

D u a n e  Swa n k  R etirem e�t Symposium 

Rieke Sc ience Cente r, Leraas Lectu re H a l l  

May 8, 5 p.m. 
D u a n e  Swank Retirement D i n n e r  

S c an d i n a v i a n  Cu ltu ra l  Center 

May 7, 8, 1 4, 1 5, 1 6  

A Street c a r  N a med D es i re by 

Tennessee Wi l l i ams  

Eastvo l d  A u d itori u m  

May 8, 8 p . m .  
Artist S e ries :  Ta iwa nese C o n c e rt  

Mary B a ker  H u s s e l l  M u s i c  Ce nter, 

Lagerqu ist Concert H a l l  

May 9, 3 p.m. 
Band Series :  U n iversity Wind Ensemble  

M a ry Baker R u ssel l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lagerq u ist Concert H a l l  

M a y  9 ,  7 p.m. 

Studio S e ries :  G u itar  Ensemb le  

M a ry Baker  Russe l, 1  M u s i c  Center, 

Lagerqu i st C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 10, 8 p.m. 
Studio S e ries :  Student Wind and Brass 

C o n c e rt 

M a ry B a ker Russel l  M u s i c  Center, 

La g e r q u i st Concert 'H a l l  

May 1 1 , 8 p.m. 

Studio Series: So lvvi nden Flute E n s e m b l e  

M a ry Baker  Russel l  M u s i c  Ce nter, 

La gerq u ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

M a y  12, 8 p.m. 

Studio S e r ies:  Percuss ion  & Steel P a n  

E n s e m b l e s  

M a ry Baker  R u s s e l l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lagerqu ist Concert H a l l  

May 13, 8 p.m. 

Stu d i o  S e ries :  P iano  Ensemble  Concert 

M a ry Baker R u ssel l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lagerqu ist Conce rt 

May 14, 3 p.m. 

Divis ion of S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  Lecture 

Xavier, Room 1 50 

May 1 4, 7 p.m. 

Stu dent Ser ies :  H E R/PLUto n i c s  Con c e rt 

M a ry B a k e r  Ru ssell  M u s i c  Ce nter, 

A m p h itheatre 

May 1 7, 10:30 a.m. 

Mississ ipp i  River in Amer ican Cu lture 

G a rfie ld Book Compa ny, Fireside Lounge 

May 1 7, 8 p.m. 

Stu d i o  Se ries: Organ Stu dent R e cital 

M a ry B a ke r  Russe l l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lagerqu i st C o n c e rt H a l l  

M a y  1 8, 6 p.m. 

M BA 'I n fo Sess ions 

M o rken Center, Pub l ic  Events Room 

May 1 9, 8 p.m. 

Stu dio S eries:  Strin g  Ka le idoscope 

M a ry B a ke r  Russe l l  Mus ic  Center, 

Lagerqu ist Con c e rt H a l l  

May 28, 6 p.m. 

S c h o o l  of  N u rs ing  Graduate R e c o g nition 

Ceremony 

Trinity Lutheran C h u r c h  

May 29-30 

S p ring  Com m e n c ement Weekend 201 0  
PLU C a m p u s  

May 29, 9 a.m. 

R OTC Commiss ion ing  

M a ry B a k e r  Russe l l  M u s i c  Center, 

La g e rqu ist Con cert H a l l  

May 29, 1 1 :30 a.m. 

Arete R e c e ption and  I n d u ction 

S c a n dinavia n Cu ltura l Center 

May 29, 2 p.m. 

S c hool  of N u rs ing R e cog nit ion and P i n n i ng 

Ceremony 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

May 29, 8 p .m.  
Commencement Concert 

M a ry Baker  R u s s e l l  M u s i c  Center, 

Lag e rq u ist Concert H a l l  

M a y  30, 2:30 p.m. 

201 0 Spr ing  Commen c e m e nt 

Ta coma Dome 

June 28-30 

Summer  Theo l o g i c a l  Conference 201 0 
S c a n d i n av ian  C u ltura l  C e nter mJ 

S c e n eo n l i n e  
www. p l u .edu/scene 
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PLU Scene, Tacoma, Washington 98447-0003 
Address change: If this copy of Scene is addressed to your son or 

daughter who no longer  mainta ins  a permanent ad dress at your home, 

please notify the Off ice of  Constituent Relations with h is  or her 

new mail ing a d d ress.  You c a n  reach u s  by phone a t  253-535-74 15  or  

1 - 800-ALUM-PLU. YOll cal] also fax LIS at 253-535-8555 or e-mail 

alumni.,j<plu.edu wlth the new informati on .  Thanks l 

eti Ie 
A s p e c i a l  p l a c e  

After a fateful visit to c a m p u s  in  1 969, Professor of Mus ic  Dav id  Robbins reflects o n  40 years of change.  

ast year 1 completed my 40th year 
on the faculty of Pacific Lutheran 
Un ivers ity. Little did I know in 

1 969 that I would find such a penna­
nent, fulfilling and enriching profes­
sional home as I have at PLU. 

It  al l  starred so s imply, yet signs were 
there_ In the spring and summer o f  
1 969, I was looking for my first col lege 
teaching job as I completed my gradu­
ate music degree at the Un iversity o f  
Michigan. Like s o  many seeking thei r 
first real job, [ had cas t a wide net, 
applying for any and all positions that 
vaguel)! aligned with my i n terests, train­
ing and abi l i ties. One such posi tion was 

By David Robbins 

at a small Lurheran u n iversity in the 
Pacific Northwest. [ knew l ittle of the 
school or the tradi tions our of which it  
had grown, bur I had visi ted the 
Norrhwest on several occasions. O n  
o n e  such visit, a t  t h e  prescient age of 
14, as I looked at Ni t. Rain ier on a clear 

day from the Olympic Hotel in Seanle, 
[ announced ra my bemused parents 
that "this wouldn't be a bad place ra 
senle down so meda}'." Little did they 
know, as [ was raised and they 
remained on the East Coast, that they 
had many cross-coun try nights ahead. 

The 1 9705 at PLU were a time of 
change, a theme [ later realized would 

repeat itse lf  regularly. ThE' 4-1-4 calen­
dar was in i ts first iteration, with the 
Janu ary term called the Interim. 
S tudents were req u i red to take twO 
in terim courses in their fo ur years; fac­
u l ty was encouraged to teach innovative 
courses outside the regu lar cu rricul u m  
a n d  even outside their spec ific d isci­
plines. President William O .  Rieke came 
to PLU In 1 975 and soon after capi tal 
consr.ruction p rojects resumed, i nclud­
ing plans for a new, m uch-needed 
music/fine arts facil ity. I\t the time [ 
didn't  believe those who raId me that 

continued Oil page 38 
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