


March 13 - April 10 

Each Form Overflows its Present 

University Gallery, Ingram Hall 

April 1, 6 p.m. 

Dinner and a Movie: "Garbage! The 

Revolution Starts at Home" 

Philip A. Nordquist Lecture Hall 

April 2, 8 p.m. 

Lyric Brass Quintet 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 3.8 p.m. 

Regency String. Quartet 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 4 & 5. 8 p.m. 

Westfield Continuo Conference Concert 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 6. 3 & 8 p.m. 

Westfield Continuo Conference Concert 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 7.3 p.m. 

Organ Concert: Gregory Crowell 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 7.8 p.m. 

Duo Piano Recital 

Lagerquist ConGert Hall 

April 8. 10:30 a.m. 

Dr. Ruth Camp: "The State of the Oceans" 

Garfield Book Company Community Room 

April 8, 7 p.m. 

Current Research in Communication: 

Dr. Amy Young 

Ingram 100: Lect�re Hall 

April 9. 1:45 - 2:45 p.m. 

Lecture by Edmund Stone, 

host of "The Score" 

MBR Music Center 322 

April 9. 7 p.m. 

Current Research in Communication: 

Dr. Lori Lee Wallace 

Ingram 100: Lecture Hall 

April 10. 5:30 'p.m. 

Visiting Writer's Series: Jaimy Gordon 

Scandinavian Cultural Center 

April 10. 8 p.m. 

Harty Studio Recital: Music of Chopin 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 12. 8 p.m. 

Orchestra Series: KammerMusikere 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 13. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

MESA Saturday Academy 

Morken Center 

April 14. 3 p.m. 

Harp and Flute Ensembles 

Lagerquist Concert Hall 

April 16. 6 p.m. 

PLU MBA information session 

Morken Center, Room 103 

April 16. 7 p.m. 

A Matter of Literature: 

From Early Documents to 

Contemporary Creation 

Hauge 101, Lecture Hall 

April 18. 10:30 a.m. -12 p.m. 

Poetry Reading: Poetry at Your Leisure 

Garfield Book Company 

Fireside Lounge 

continued all page 38 
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Journalist Robin Wright and PLU President 

Thomas W. Krise at the Chris Stevens Memorial 

Lecture on Feb. 21. 

Wright discussed the cultural 

changes currently taking place 

in the Middle East} like rap 

music) performance art -

even comic books. This type of 

expression is creating a new 

space to talk about things like 

democracy or extremism. 
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A packed house for 
the Chris Stevens 
Memorial Lecture 

T
o a packed Lagerquist Concert 
Hall, award-winning journalist 
Robin Wright discussed her views 

on the Islamic world and talked abou t 
her friendship with u.s. Ambassador 
Chris Stevens who was killed last year 
when militants attacked the embassy In 
Benghazi, Libya, on the anniversary of the 
9/11 attacks. 

. 

Wright's lecture marked the first Chris 
Stevens Memorial Lecture, sponsored by 
the Wang Center for Global Education. 
Wright, who has reported from 140 
countries and whose work has appeared 
in The Washington Post, The New Yorker, 
The New York Times Magazine and Time, 
has travelled and written extensively 
about the Middle East. 

In her Feb. 21 lecture, Wright discussed 
the cultural changes currently taking 
place in the Middle East, like rap music, 
performance art - even comic books. This 
type of expression is creating a new space 
to talk about things like democracy or 
extremism. Wright warned, however, that 
change will not necessarily come soon -
or easily. 

"The next decade is likely to be 
tumultuous," Wright said. "But it doesn't 

change what people ultimately want." 
Wright also spoke poignantly about 

her friendship with Ambassador 
Stevens, whom she first met in 
Jerusalem 25 years ago when he was part 
of the U.S. envoy there. She described 
Stevens as a courageous diplomat who 
knew the language, knew the culture 
and would venture out into the streets 
to know the people. 

Stevens' sister, Anne, also spoke to the 
audience. She encouraged PLU students 
to study abroad and to fearlessly 
immerse themselves in the world, JUSt as 
her brother had. 

Staff, students and 
faculty honored at 
Christmas luncheon 

LU faculty and staff members 
were honored this past December 
at PLU's annual Christmas and 

holiday luncheon. Four members of 
the PLU staff were honored for their 
superior work and dedication: Laura 
Fuhrman '12 (Human Resources), 
Dana McDonald (Residential Life), 
Jennifer Thomas '98, '99 (Department 
of Athletics) and Audrey Thornburg 
(Department of Biology). 

In addition, SL,( faculty members 
were honored as Faculty Excellence 



Quigg Award winners Anna Milliren '13 and 

Minda Jerde '13 receive their award from Carol 

Quigg '58. 

Award reci pients. The recipients were 
nominated and selecred by their peers, 
signi fying their high regard among 
those who know them welL This year's 
awards went m Rebekah Mergcnthal 
(assis tant professor of hismry), Norris 
Petcrson '75 (professor of economics), 
Karen Travis (associate professor of 
economics), Christine Moon (p rofessor 
of psychology),]on G rahe (associate 
professor of psychology) and David 
Ward (associate professor of marriage 
and family therapy). 

Also at the luncheon, th is year's Carol 
Sheffels Quigg Awards for Excellence 
and Innovation were announced. The 
award, established by PLU alumna and 
former regent Carol Quigg '58, provides 
support for faculty, staff and students 

continued on next page 

THE 

LIGHTENER 

OF THE 

STARS 

"The Lightener of the Stars" is a marvelous collection of music from the 

Choir of the \'.;Iest's 2011 and 2012 tours. Included are selections from the 
choir's award-winning participation at the prestigious 2011 Harmonie Festi
val, held in J ,imburg-Lindenholzhauscn, Germany. The album also feantres 

works from the choir's performance at the 2012 American Choral Directors 

Association Northwest Division Conference. The title work was composed 

by PLe alumnus Jason Michael Saunders. 

"The Lightener of the Stars" is available at 

Garfield Book Company al PLU, garfieldbookcompany.com 

To sec a catalog of other PLU albums, visit: 
www.plu.edu/multimedia-recordings 
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PLU was one of 12 original signatories of the American College and University President's Climate 

Commitment Agreement. Since then, 661 universities have signed, 

who have demonstrated unusually words, "an imporrant pan ofPLU's 
DNA." inventive, original and creative 

approaches to advance the mission of 
the university, 

This year, students Anna Milliren '13 
and MindaJerde '13 were honored for 
their 1V0rk with the Student Interfaith 
CounciL Addi tionally, Ti ffany Lemmon 
and Joel Zylstra '05 (Center for 
Communit)' Engagement and Service) 
and Bobbi Hughes '00, '01 (Career 
Con nections) were honored for their 
work with Alternative Spring Break: 
Springboard to Sustained Service. 

President Krise reaffirms 
Climate Commitment 
Agreement 

ith a flick of his pen, PLU 
Presiden t Thomas W, Krise 
reaffirmed the university's 

commitment to lowering its carbon 
footprint and encouraging recycling 
and renewable energy as outLined in 
the American College and Universit), 

Presidents' Climate Commitment 
Agreement. He formall), signed the 
agreement at a ceremon), Oct. 30, 2012. 

Krise signed the document that was 
first signed b), his predecessor, Loren 
J. A nderson, in 2007, PLU was one of 
the 12 founding signatories of the 
agreemenr. Since then, 661 universities 
have signed, while PLU's reputation in 
this area has grown. 

Sustainabilicy and how it intertwines 
seamlessl), with PLU's commitment to 
social Justice and diversity is, in Krise's 
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Since PLU began its sustainabilit), 
program, the university has saved 
$71,000 in natural gas costs and 
$66,000 in electricicy costs and has 
raised more than $100,000 in grants 
and rebates from the Green Partnership 
Fund, the Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation and other utility 
companies, Vice President of Finance 
and Operations Sheri Tonn said, 

All this recycling and reduction in 
energy use has gained PLU a national 
reputation, she added. In 2010, PLU 
scored an "A-" in the Sustainable 
Endowments Institute Report Card, 
and the Sierra Club's Cool Schools 
competition has consistenriy ranked 
PLU as a top-100 green sc

'
hool in the 

United States, 

PLU acknowledged 
(twice!) for its global 
focus 

n recent months, PLU received 
recognition from both The Chronicle 
of Higher Education and the U.S, 

Peace Corps for its emp hasis on global 
education, 

In October, The Chronicle 
acknowledged PLU as a top producer 
of U.S, Fulbright students for 2012-13 
as a masterS institution. In the last 
),ear, four PLU students were awarded 
Fulbright Student Fellowships, That 
makes 91 PLU student fulbright 
recipients since 1975. 

Sponsored b), the U.S. 
Department of State, the 
Fulbright program was 
established in 1946 b), the 
U.S. Congress to "enable the 
govern ment of the United 
States to increase mutual 
understanding between people 
of the United States and the 
people of other countries," 

It is the largest U.S. 
international exchange 
program offering 
opportunities for students, 

scholars and professionals to undertake 
international gradua te study, advanced 
research, university teaching and 
teaching in elementary and secondary 
schools worldwide. 

In Januar)', PLU was ranked 18 on the 
Peace Corps' 2013 list of Top Colleges, 
small school division. The annLlal 
list recognizes the highest volunteer
producing colleges and universities 
for small, medium, large and graduate 
institlltions, 

PLU currently has 15 undergraduate 
alumni serving overseas in the Peace 
Corps. Last year PLU produced only 
nine volunteers, and b), doubling their 
number this year they have joined the 
top 25 volunteer-producing schools 
in the nation . Since 1961, PLU has 
produced 242 volunteers in the Peace 
Corps. 

"Peace Corps an nounces Top Colleges 
annually to recognize the schools that 
contribute the most alumni making a 
difference overseas through volunteer 
service," said Peace Corps West Coast 
Regional Manager Janet Allen. "We 
thank and congratulate PLU as one of 
the 23 un iversities from the West Coast 
producing globall)' minded leaders who 
turn idealism into action as Peace Corps 
Volunteers." 

Related story: To read about 2008 graduate 
Bonnie Nelson's Peace Corps service in 
Mongolia, see page 28. 



Student Peace Scholars 
attend Nobel conference 

I
n March, Anna McCracken' 14 and 
Bruno Correa' 15 represenced PLU as 
Peace Scholars for 2013 at the Nobel 

Peace Prize Forum in Minneapolis. 
The three-day forum has taken place 

each year in Minnesota for the last 25 
years. The PLU Peace Scholars had the 
chance to listen to Nobel Peace Prize 
winners, such as Muhammad Yunis, 
faxiler of the micro-lend ing movemenc. 
and Tawakkol Karman, a Yemeni 
journalist known as "Mother of the 
Revolution." Journalist Robin Wright, 
who spoke at PLU in February, also 
addressed the conference. 

"I like the fact they bring in speakers 

from busilll'ss and science as well," said 
Claudia Berguson, associate professor 
of Norwegian and Scandinavian 
Area Studies, who accompanied the 
studencs. Berguson is also the Svare
Town Professor of Norwegian and 
Scandinavian Studies at PLU. 

After attending the conference, both 
McCracken and Correa will attend the 
Peace Scholars Program in Oslo for 
seven weeks during the summer. The 
studencs will be spending time at the 
Nansen Cencer for Peace and Dialogue 
in Lillehammer, where they will be 
participating in dialogue sessions 
with students from the Balkans and 
the Middle East. The remainder of the 
program takes place at the University of 
Oslo's International Summer School. 

McCracken, a global studies and 
anthropology major, said that after she 
graduates, she hopes to do volunteer 
work with the Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps and work with countries or 
communities in conflict "to build 
a common communir;' and move 
forward." 

Correa, from Uruguay, is also a global 
studies and anthropology major. He 
said he wants to work for an NGO 
or perhaps join the Peace Corps after 
graduation. 

Becoming one of the universities 
associated with the conference 

was one of PLU President 
Thomas \XI. Krise's 

Bruno Correa '15 and Anna McCracken '14 represented PW as Peace Scholars at the Nobel Peace 

Prize Forum. 

priorities when he arrived last yeal". 
A five-college consortium - Augsburg, 
Augustana. Concordia (Moorhead) , 
Luther and St. Olaf - established the 

David Ward, 
marriage and 
family the rapy 
program direcror 
and asso i.a.te 
professor, 
Cheryl Storm, 
PLU professor 

emerillls, anJ Jennifer Davis '07 
received the 20 12 Anselm Srrauss 
Awa.rd for rheir pu Ii hed a.rticle 
"The Unsile.ncirrg of Military 
Wives: Wanj (TIl' Deploymem 
'xpcriences a.nd Citizen 
ResponSibility, " in rheJournal 

r Marital and family Therapy. 
The aW<1!'d, which honors the 
mO l igniflcanr ollrribuc:ion ro 
the a.rea f familytheory in the 
previ us year, is presenred by 
rhe Qualitative Family Re earch 
Network of rhe ationa\ Council 

n Fa.mily Relations. 

conference in 1988. The forum is the 
only affiliation of the Nobel Institute 
in Oslo with colleges and universiries in 
rhe United Stares. lli] 

Akiko Nosaka, a:.sociare 
professor f anchrop I gy, 
published "Aspirarions and De ires� 
Women's Elducari n and Fertility 
Srraregies in COl1remporal')' 
Japan," in the journal Human 
Organization. This is che second of 
tWO rap-tier j urn:tl articles based 
on research supporred by a Regen ... ), 
Advancemcnr Award she rece.iwd 
in 2007. 

Amber 
Dehne Haillon, 
ass dare d I recror 
ofSr uclenr 

lnvolvcment 
and Leadership, 
was h nored br 

the tudent Leadership Progr a ms 
Knowh:dge Communi !]' ar ASPA 
( rudenr Affairs Administrators 
in Higher Education) as rhe 
Novemb r 20 l2 Spotllghr Senes 
recipienr. 
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Planting the seeds of knowledge 
Student-faculty research gives students the opportunities to discover the 'right questions' 

his past summer, Bryan Dahms 
'13 was sitting in a lab wiDh 
fellow student-researcher Ben 

Sonnenberg' 14, counting 30,000 seeds 
so minuscule that 5,000 can fit on a 
thumbnail. It took days. 

Dahms asked himself, "What did I get 
myself into?" 

As a biology major who has an interest 
in molecular biology and hopes to go to 
medical school, he never thought he'd 
be studying plants as part of a student
faculty research project. 

"I really didn't care for plants all that 
much," he said. "But I came in with an 
open mind of what I can do and what I 
can learn, and really had one of the best 
summers of my life." 

Dahms was asked to join Sonnenberg 
- a professed "plant nut" - and Assistant 
Professor of Biology Neva Laurie-
Berry to investigate altered forms of 
the receptor for the plant hormone 
jasmonate, a chemical that controls a 
plant's response to infection and injury. 
In essence, the trio is trying to find out 
if, by manipulating its receptor, they can 
make the plant resistant to infection 
without residual side effects. 

Plants have fewer chromosomes than 
humans, so mutating one part to fight 
infection might also affect, for example, 
the size of the plan t. 

"Could we end up with a tomato 
plant, for example, that is resistant to a 
particular infection (but) with the same 
size fruit?" Laurie-Berry asked. 

They studied the plant Arabidopsis 
thaliana, which is ideal for research 
because it grows and self-produces seeds 
at a rapid rate. Laurie-Berry thought 
Dahms' interest in molecular biology 
- specifically how sequencing genetics 
works - would be a perfect fit for their 
research. 

"I enjoy working with students and 
getting them excited about it," Laurie
Berry said. "That's why I wanted to be 
somewhere like PLU, where I'd have that 
opportunity." 

Laurie-Berry certainly saw the 
opportunity to pair Dahms and his 

molecular interest with fellow biology 
major Sonnenberg, who has a strong 
interest in plants. Together, Laurie
Berry said, they make a perfect team. 

"It's really a team effort to solve a 
question or get to the next question," 
Dahms said. "You create one little 
brick in this big wall that people will 
be able to build LIpon in the future." 

According to Sonnenberg, much of 
the research on the molecular level 
deals with human systems. But there's 
still so much to learn from how plants 
work. 

This is exactly what brought Laurie
Berry to the study of plant pathology. 

"We know a lot less about (plant 
pathology) compared to animal 
pathology," she said. "And it's 
incredibly important. How do we 
make the plant healthier overall, no 
matter what the fungus or infection?" 

Laurie-Berry is very familiar with 
Arabidopsis thaliana. She has worked 
with the plant since her time as a 
graduate student at Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mo. 

Two summers ago, she secured 
a grant from the MJ Murdoch 
Charitable Trust to study the plant'S 
signaling responses to the plant 
hormone jasmonic acid, or jasmonate. 
It's a two-year grant through the 
Murdoch College Research Program 
for Life Sciences that covers work by 
the students and professor fromJune 
2011 through May 2013. As part of 
the grant agreement, PLU supported 
sending the group this past summer to 
a meeting of the American Society of 
Plam Biologists in Austin, Texas. 

At the ASPB meeting the students 
were able to present their research 
to Washington State University 
scientist Bryan Thines, who has 
done groundbreaking research in 
jasmonic acid signaling. It is the type 
of connection a lot of undergraduate 
students at larger universities would 
never get to make. 

The three worked closely together 
throughout the summer and into 

the school year. The research is 
dependent on the students being active 
in discovery, asking questions and 
working with their professor as actual 
peers. 

"PLU students are so driven that 
what they're doing makes a difference 
in the lab," Laurie-Berry said. "It's an 
opportunity that's a really special thing 
for undergraduates to be a part of." 

As their research continues, they may 
not come up wi th all the answers they 
seek, but that's OK, she said. 

"I'm hoping by the time they 
graduate, if we don't have answers to 
the questions we have, we know the 
questions that matter," Laurie-Berry 
said. "The answers really don't tell you 
anything if you're asking the wrong 
questions." 

This experience isn't about following 
a recipe to get to a definitive answer. 

"Science is not the list of facts in 
the book," Laurie-Berry said. "The 
exciting thing is figuring out what are 
you totally wrong about. We're doing 
this because we don't know. That's 
the great thing about having students 
who are motivated. This gives them 
ownership and allows them to make 
the project their own. It's not enough 
that somebody is an A student. There 
has to be that spark for it." 

Dahms and Sonnenberg have that 
spark. 

"That's the advice I always give," 
Sonnenberg said. "If you take a class 
and love it, go to the professor and 
ask more about it. Have that thirst for 
knowledge." 

Dahms is a perfect example of that. 
He never thought plant research would 
open his mind to what he wants to 
ultimately do, which is to be a medical 
doctor. But he's seen how plant 
research binds to medical practice. 

"The beauty of science is thJ.t it all 
relates and is interconnected," he said. 
"Science is really about a collaboration 
of people." 0 

-Chris Albert 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN FROSCH AU ER 

A YEAR IN THE 

STUDIO THEA ER 
BY STEVE HANSEN 

IT HAS BEEN LITTLE 

MORE THAN ONE YEAR 

since the Studio Theater 

and its adjacent scene 

shop opened in the Karen 

Hille Phillips Center for 

the Performing Arts. And 

in that time, one thing 

is clear: It is much more 

than simply an 85-seat 

performance space. 

It is a classroom. It is a 

lecture hall. It is a scene 

construction site. It is a 

makeshift dressing room. 

It is the performance 

space for the university's 
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student drama clubs. 

It is a between-classes 

hangout. It is a late

night hangout. It is an 

ad hoc faculty office. It 

is an "Imaginarium," as 

Jeff Clapp '89, associate 

professor of theater and 

artistic director at PLU, 

called it at its opening. 

It is a very busy place. 

This was, of course, the 

plan: When Eastvold 

Auditorium was slated 

to be renovated, the first 

phase would include a 

Since PLU's Studio Theater opened in the Fall of 2011, it 
has been a very busy place. University Photographer John 
Froschauer trained his lens on the students and faculty 
members who spend so much time there, culminating in 
the March production of "How I Learned to Drive." 



state-of-the-art Studio 

Theater and scene shop 

on the Ilorthwest side of 

the building, where the 

KPLU studio once was, 

Once completed, the 

Studio Theater would 

host most, if not all, of 

the theatrical produc

tions while the second 

phase of construction 

took place: the complete 

renovation of the audito

rium, re-named Eastvold 

Auditorium in the Karen 

Hille Phillips Center for the 

Performing Arts, 

Scheduled to be complet

ed in the fall of 2013, the 

Karen Hille Phillips Center 

for the Performing Arts 

will feature the completely 

renovated 630-seat 

Eastvold Auditorium 

and Ness Family Chapel, 

formerly known as Tower 

Chapel. When complete, 

the two 

stages will be capable of 

mounting both student

directed and faculty

directed productions in 

one of the more techno

logically sophisticated 

venues in the region, All 

at the heart of campus, 

As of now, the Studio 

Theater shoulders the 

entire burden - and is 

doing so gracefully, 

» 

1. Kait Mahoney '14 
monologues during the 

dress rehearsal of "How I 

Learned to Drive" in the 

Studio Theater, 

2. Kait Mahoney, 

3, Jack Sorensen '13 as the 

character Peck in "How I 

Learned to Drive." 

4, Corissa DeVerse '14 in 

"Drive," 

5. Ali Rose Schultz '14 plays 

the lead role Li'1 Bit in 

"Drive," 

6. Kraig Partridge '14 and Lisa 

Harrington '13 in the control 

room during dress rehearsal. 

7. Scenic designer/lighting 

designer and Assistant 

Professor of Theatre 

Amanda Sweger looks over 

her notes during the dress 

rehearsal of "Drive," 

8. Assistant Professor of The-

atre and director of "Drive" 

Lori Lee Wallace, 

9. Director Lori Lee Wallace 

reacts to a last-minute 

adjustment during dress 

rehearsal. 
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A YEAR IN THE 

S UDIO THEATER 

Most recently in March, flexible and busy asset to I t  is a classroom. 
the Studio Theater played the PLU community. As 

host to the production evident from the photos, It is a lecture hall. 
of Paula Vogel's 1998 it is certainly all this, and 

Pulitzer Prize-winning more. 0 I t  is a scene 
play "How I Learned to 

construction site. Drive." The studio proved Next up in the 
to be a fine showcase Studio Theater I t  is a between-
for PLU's student actors, 

classes hangout. as well as two of PLU's "The 25th Annual 

newest facu,Jty members: Putnam County Spelling 
It is a late-night Assistant Professor of Bee," directed by Artistic 

Theatre Lori Lee Wallace, Director of Theatre and hangout. 
who directed the perfor- Associate Professor of 

mance, and Assistant Pro- Theatre Jeff Clapp, May I t  is an ad hoc 
fessor of Theatre Amanda 10,11,17, 18 at 7:30 p.m., faculty office. 
S weger, the lighting and and May 19 at 2 p.m. 

scenic designer. It is an 

On these pages, Univer- To learn more about PLUs Imaginarium. 
sity Photographer John 

theater venues, including a link 

to photos of the continuing 
Froschauer was set loose 

constructIon of the Karen Hille Named theater seats in the remodeled 

upon the Studio Theater Eastvold Auditorium are still available 
Phillips Center for the with a gift of 51.000. See http://www. 

to see how it is living up Performing Arts. viSIt plu.edu/developmentjfeatured-proj-

to its billing as a vibrant, www.plu.edu!soac/venues ects/eastvold-restoratlon 
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Lisa Harrington '13 in the 

control room during "How 

I Learned to Drive" dress 

rehearsal. 

11. A production model for 

"Drive," 

12. Evan James Hildebrand '14 
waits to go onstage at the 

dress rehearsal of "Drive," 

13, Ali Rose Schultz (Li'l Bit) 

and Jack Sorensen (Peck) 

perform in the dress 

rehearsal of "Drive," 

14, Technical director and 

Instructor of T heatre Henry 

Loughman and students raise 

a projection screen, 

Assistant Professor of 

Theatre Amanda Sweger 

walks off the stage boundary, 

Louis Hobson '00 works with 

Cameron Waters '16 during 

a J-Term workshop, Hobson 

performed on Broadway as 

a lead character in "Next to 

Normal." 

Backstage in the Scene Shop, 

Louis Hobson speaks to 

students during a J-Term 

workshop, 

Louis Hobson, 

20. Louis Hobson looks on 

as Associate Professor of 

Theatre Jeff Clapp '89 
addresses the J-Term class, 
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Mycal Ford '12 
pauses for a 

moment in a 
bustling produce 

market in 
Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan. 

BY BARBARA CLEMENTS 

How PLU's study-away 
program in China changed 
Mycal Ford's life 

Mycal Ford eyed the skewer of fried scorpions he held at 

arm's length in front of h,im and knew he had a decision 

to make. 

Was he going to hold true to his promise to himself - "Say 

yes to everything"? He had come to Chengdu, Ch,ina, one 

of six PLU Gateway programs, with the promise not to 

hold back, to engage the culture and the Chinese people, 

and to take advantage of new opportunities. So was he 

going to commit, or not? 

He closed his eyes and chomped down on the scorpions 

that he'd bought from a market vendor. Two years later, 

Ford '12 tries to describe the taste. He gives up. 

"Crunchy, and a taste I don't even want to remember," 

he said with a laugh from Kaohsiung, Taiwan, where he 

is teaching English and hip-hop dance as a u.S. Fulbright 

Scholar. 
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Ford, the first in his family to attend 

college, recalls his three-month-Iong 

experience in Chengdu during his 

junior year as a time that changed his 

perspective. 

"China did change my life. It changed 

me. It offered me a chance to look 

deep within myself and accept that 

16 PLU SCENE SPRING 2013 > FEATURE 

invitation to think differently and 

feel differently about my world and 

myself," Ford said. 

"In China, I didn't speak Chinese, and 

I didn't know anything about the 

philosophy, history or culture, " he 

said. "But I told myself I was going 

to take a risk, even if it means 

trying something I didn't want 

to do. " 

Looking back, two years later, Ford 

is glad he took the risk. He's now six 

months into his Fulbright experience 

in Taiwan, teaching English in two 

elementary schools, and for those 

who are interested, hip-hop dance 



after class. He willi be wrapping up his 
Fulbright commitment in June and 
then continuing to graduate school, 
probably back in Chengdu. 

And he's sti�1 trying to get a handle on 

the Chinese language. 

"I will spend hours and hours practic

ing, and the difficulty will bring me to 

tears," Ford said. "But 

once in a while, I'll have 

a conversation that 

flows. And that makes 

it worth all the effort." 

His fascination with all 

things Chinese began in 

Chengdu where, during 

the breaks from study

ing and tours, he'd walk 

the streets. Obviously, 

he stood out in a very 

homogeneous society. 

He found that the 

people of China were 

just as curious about 

him as he was about 

them. They would often 

approach Ford on the 

street and assume he 

was a basketball player 

or a rap star on vacci

tion. Even his Chinese 

friends were astonished 

he couldn't shoot a 

basketball 

or sing. 

Yet, eventually, they 

began to learn about 

his culture, and he 

theirs. Ford saw 

Chengdu as an oppor

tunity to share not only 

American culture, but 

also African-American 

culture. 

"Chengdu is all chaos 

and frenzy," Ford said 

of the city, population 

14 million. "But I found 

peace in this chaos and 

all the craziness around 

me. I found myself 

asking what it meant to 

be me, Mycal Ford, in 

th is country." 

Ford grew up in 

Tukwila, Wash., and had no intention 

of going to college until a friend, 

who was attending PLU at the 

time, suggested he consider it. That 

conversation made college seem real 

and attainable for the first time, Ford 

reflected. With the help of an Act 

Six Scholarship, one thing led to 

another, and he ended up at PLU. 

When Ford got to PLU, he quickly 

found that the norm for students was 

to study away. He found scholarships 

through the Wang Center that would 

eventually send him first to Norway 

and then to China. And it is there 

where his life changed. 

China was "like studying a puzzle," 

Ford said. And a puzzle that drew him 

in with its people, art, history and pol

itics. His curiosity simply wouldn't let 

him put the topic or the place aside. 

Through those three months in 

Chengdu, he found he loved the 

stilliness in the country, and the 

frenzy in the city; the open curiosity 

of its citizens toward him, and their 

generosity in inviting him to every

thing. There, he found the ability to 

keep his promise to himself: Say yes 

to everything. 

"It was the catalyst to defining me as 

a person in my culture and as a leader 

in the community," Ford said. 

When Ford returned to PLU, he 

knew that his future was going to be 

linked to international studies. He 

changed his major and began diving 

into Chinese studies. Then his history 

professor, Adam Cathcart, suggested 

he might want to apply for a Ful

bright Scholarship as Ford entered his 

senior year. 

"I remember asking, "What was 

that?" Ford laughed. 

So he did, and found out last year 

he was accepted in the U.S. Fulbright 

program to go back and teach English 

in Taiwan for the 2012-13 academic 

year. Eventually, Ford sees himself 

working at a policy institute or 

think tank, or perhaps the U.S. State 

Department with a focus on United 

States-Sino relations. 

After that? Who knows. It all depends 

on the next challenge that presents 

itself to Ford. 

Whatever it is, he's certain to say 

"yes" to it. [§] 

To view a video of Mycal Ford talking 
about his experience in China and Taiwan, 
visit www.ptu.edu/mycal-ford 
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l i N G UA L  

STA RTS I 

EA R N I N G 

H E  WO M B  

PLU PROFESSOR D I SCOV ERS T H AT BABI ES I N  UTERO 
ARE DEVELOPI N G  B I LI NGUAL LANGUAG E SKI LLS 

ewborns are much more attuned to the sounds of 
their native language than first thought. In fact, 
these li nguistic whizzes can up pick on distin ctive 

sounds of their mother tongue while in utero, a new study 
has concluded. 

Research led by Christine Moon, a professor of psychology 
at PLU, shows that i n fants only hours old showed marked 
i nterest for the vowels of a language that was not their 
mother tongue. 

" We have known fo r over 30 years that we begin learning 
prenatally b}, l istening to the sound of our mother 
talking," M oon said. "This is the first study that shows we 
learn about the particular speech sounds of our mother's 
language before we are born . "  

Before t h e  study, t h e  general consensus was that infants 
learned about the small parts of speech � the vowels and the 
consonants � postnatally. 

"This study moves the measurable result of experience 
with individual speech sounds from six months of age to 
before birth," she said. 

The fi nd ings were publ ished in Acta Paediatrica in late 
December 2 0 1 2 .  

For the study, Moon tested newborn infants shortly after 
bi rth while they were still in the hospital in two different 
locations: Madigan Army Medical Center in Tacoma and 
in the Astrid Lindgren Children's Hospital in Stockholm, 
Sweden. Infants heard either Swedish or English vowels and 
they could control how many times they heard the vowels by 
sucking on a pacifier connected to a comp uter. 

Co-au thors for the study were Hugo Lagercrantz, a 
professor at the Karolinska Institute in Sweden as well as a 
member of the Nobel Assembly, and Patricia Kuhl,  endowed 
chair for the Bews Family Foundation for Early Chi ldhood 
Learning and co-director of the University of Washington's 
Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences. 

The s tudy tested newborns on two sets of vowel sounds � 

1 7  native language sounds and 1 7  foreign language sounds, 
said Kuhl. The researchers tested the babies' interest in the 
vowel sounds based on how long and often they sucked 
on a pacifier. Half of the infants heard their native 
language vowels, and the other half heard the foreign 
vowels. 

" Each suck will produce a vowel unril the infant pauses, 
and then the new suck wil l  produce the next vowel sound," 
Kuhl said. 

In both countries, the babies l istening to the foreign 
vowels sucked more, than those l istening to their native 
tongue regard less of how much postnatal experience they 
had. This indicated to researchers that they were learning 
the vowel sounds in utero. 

"These li tde ones had been listening to their mother's 
voice in the womb, and particularly her vowels for 10 weeks. 
The mother has first dibs on influencing the chi ld's brain," 
Kuhl said. "At binh, they are apparendy ready for something 
nove!." 

While other studies have focused on prenatal learning 
of sen tences or phrases, this is the first study to show 
the learning of small  parts of speech that are not easily 
recognized by melody, rhythm or loudness. Forty infants 
were tested in Tacoma and another 40 in Sweden. They 
ranged in age from seven to 75 hours after birth. 

Vowel sounds were chosen for the study because they 
are prom inent, and the researchers rhought rhey might be 
noticeable in the mother's ongoing speech, even against the 
noisy background sounds of the womb. 

The srudy shows that the newborn has the capacity to 
learn and remember elementary sounds of their language 
from rheir mother during rhe lasr 10 weeks of pregnanq' 
(the sensory and brain mechanisms for hearing are intact at 
30 weeks of gestational age). 

"This is a stunning find ing," Kuhl said. "We though t 
infants were 'born learn ing' b u t  now we know they learn 
even earlier. They are not phonetically naive ar birth." 

Prior to studies l ike th is one, it was assumed that 
newborns were "blank slares," added Lagercrantz. HE' said 
that although it's been shown that infants seem to be 
attuned to sounds of their mother tongue, rhis same effect 
now seems to occur before b irth. This surprised him. 

" Previolls studies indicate that the fHus seems to 
remember m usical rhythms," he said. "They now seem to be 
able to learn language partially." 

Kllhl added that infants are the best learners on the 
planet, and wh ile u nderstanding a child's brain capacity 
is importan t for science, it's even more i mportant fo r the 
chi ldren. 

"We can't waste early curiosi ty," Kllhl  said. "The fact that 
the infants can learn the vowels in utero means they are 
pu tting some prett)' sophisticated b rai n centers to work, 
even before birth." 0 

-BARBARA CLEMENTS 
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Student J u ried Exhi bition 

Collected here are selected works from the recent Student Juried Exhibirion that rook place in the University Gallery 
Nov. 14 through Dec. 1 2, 20 1 2 . More than 50 student works, chosen by guest j u rors, were on d isplay. Ir was one of six 
exhib itions in the gallery during the 20 12- 13 academic year. 

The season wiLl culminate wirh the senior exhibition, tided "Unfiltered, "  April 24 though May 25. Twenty-three graduating 
seniors - painters, sculprors, phorographers, printmakers and graphic designers - will take part. Those seniors will be responsible 
for all aspects of the evem, including advertising, branding and instal lation. An opening reception will take place April  24 fr0 111 5 
ro 7 p .m. � 

TO SEE A COMPLETE LI ST OF EXHIBITS IN THE U NIVERS ITY GALLE RY, VISIT WWWPLU.EDUIARTIUNIVERSITY- GALLERY 

" C H I N ESE ROSES" 
Kai ley McEvi l ly  ' 1 3  
Sumi  

" M I N OTAU R "  
Taylor Andringa ' 1 3  
·Ceram i c  

2 0  PLU SCENE SPRING 2013 > T H E  ARTS 

"THE FOOL'S JOURNEY" 
N ick Sanford ' 1 3  
Letterpress, Li nocut, Water�olor 
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" N EWTON TOWNS H I P  - HF 589" 
Sir i  Joh nson ' 1 3  
Lithog raphy 

F RST PLACE 



I 
.. 

" M AN I N  CAG E "  

Taylor Cox ' 1 5  
D i g ita l Photogra phy 

" R E FLECTION" 

Wil l iam Erich Hess ' 1 3  
O i l  o n  canvas 

HONORABLE MENTION 

" DAUGHTER CAR I B BEAN" 

Taylor Carl isle ' 1 3  
Photography 

THIRD PLACE 

'''P' AS IN POWER, 'H'  AS IN H U N G RY" 
And ers H a m ilton ' 1 5  
Ceramic 

SECOND PLACE 
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M O R E  T H A N  J U ST A 
TI  

AFFI N ITY G RO U PS BR I N G  TH E 

U N IVERSITY TOG ETH E R  
B Y  A D R I A N N E  ( C R Y E R  ' 0 9 )  J A M I E S O N  

r was Joy (Tuff '74) Liezen's firsr 
rime back to campus for ar leasr 10 
years when she arrended rhe Skones
era Choir of the Wesr reunion lasr 
J uly. Coming back fo r her affinity 

reunion was an easy decision. 
"It  wasn'r rhar I simply wamed co 

attend, [ could nor miss this evem," 
Liezen said. "Being a member of the 
Choir of the West was a highlight of my 
years at PLU. Some of my besr memories 
are of rehearsals, concerts alld tours." 

It is opporrunities like this rhar 
a l lows Lures of all ages to reconnecr 
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with rhe unive rsity. Affiniry groups 
or reu nions ar PLU are based on 
specific areas of interest, which can 
be academic, culrural, professional, 
social or spiritual. For the lasr 10 years, 
alongside rhe rradi rional milescone 
class reunions, rhe Office of Alumni 
and Constiruem Relations has worked 
wirh alumni volunreers ro incorporare 
affinity reunions like rhe Choir o f  rhe 
\X!esr reunion rha r was so important co 
Liezen. 

Experience rells us rhat alumni ofren 
gravirate coward ocher graduares who 

have like imeresrs - often more so rhan 
gravitaring toward graduares of rheir 
specific year. By garhering rogerher 
al umni not just of one class bur of 
discipline, passion or affinity, there 
is increased dialogue and in reracrion 
across generarions. Affinity reunions 
held for 75 years of foorball, rhe School 
of Nursing, and Choir of rhe Wesr have 
brough t  large nu mbers of alumni back 
co campus. Thar makes for a rob usr 
reunIon. 

B u r  rhis isn't jusr abour am'acting 
larger audiences, bur abollt bringing 



LEFT: Fellow altos Sharlene 
(Anderson '77) Kle in and 
Joy (Tuff 74) liezen at the 
Skones-ara Choir of the  West 
reunion last slimmer. 

BELOW: Former Choir of the 
West members warm up at 
the reun io n. 

toge ther people with a common interest 
or experience. Affi n i ty reu nion groups 
have ranged from fewer than 30 for the 
first Chengdu Un iversity study-away 
experience to nearly 400 attendees for 
the "50 years of the School of Business" 
gathering, 

We aren't re-creating the wheel, and 
these affi nity reunions aren't exclusive 
to Homecoming weekend - affinity 
reunions are structured around 
milestones or events that are already 
happening on campus throughout 
the year. This month, alumni who 

participated in Dance Ensemble over the 
years wil l  come back to campus to enjoy 
Dance Ensemble 20 1 3, followed by a 
reception in their honor with the current 
ensemble members. In May, Theater 
alumni are invited back to campus w 

watch "The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee" performed by current 
students in the new black box theatre, 
and catch up with friends at a light 
dinner with the cast afterwards. 

So why go to the trouble? Our alumni 
feel more con nected to the university 
when they are invi ted to remember why 

OPPOSITE PAGE, FAR LEFT: 
The "50 years of the Sc hool 
of Business Gala" at the Hotel 
Murano. March 201 1 .  

OPPOSITE PAGE, BOTTOM: 
Charleen Ta ch ibana '77 speaks 
at "Meant to Live" during 
Homecoming 201 1 .  Projected 
on the screen behind Tachi
bana is a photo of her nursing 
friends from her time at PLU. 

LEFT: Former PLU football 
coach Frosty Westering and 
others celebrate at the "75 
Years of PLU Football" reunion 
In 2003 

BELOW: Robert Randoy '89 
and Mark Barfield attend 
the PLU-Chen gdu University 
reun ion last September. 

they loved going to PLU. The more 
alumni feel  connected, the more likely 
they are to contribute to the ongoing 
success of the university - not juSt 
financially, but by recrui ting great new 
students, being a career mentor, and 
vol unteering their time and talents. 
Alumni support helps ensure that current 
students have the chance to feel JUSt as 
connected to PLU as the alumni do. 

What s your PLU affinity? Tell us about 

what you were Involved in while you 

attended through the Online Directory, 
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alumni news & events 
continlled 

, 

B A S E B A L L  S E A S O N  is u p o n  us a n d  

w e  a re gett i n g  read y f o r  o n e  of o u r  

favo rite su mmer events, P L U  N i g h t  

at t h e  R a i n i ers. Last year, m o re t h a n  

1 ,000 Lutes enjoyed a n  eve n i n g  at 

the b a l l park. This  year, let's pack 

Cheney Stad i u m  with PLU a l u mni,  

stude nts, fa m i l y  and fr iends a g a i n .  

T h i s  event is  a g reat w a y  to end 

you r sum mer w i t h  a bang w h i l e  

enjoy i ng t h e  company o f  other 

Lutes. 

PLU N i g ht at the R a i n i ers w i l l  take 

place on Aug ust 16 ,  2013.  For o n l y  

$10.50 a perso n ,  part i c i pants w i l l  

enjoy a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  ga me, 

a hotdog, soda and c h i p s .  The 

Tacoma Ra i n i ers w i l l  be t a 'k i n g  

o n  the Co l o rado S p r i n g s  S k y  Sox. 

The game sta rts at 7 p . m.,  but  we 

e n c o u rage eve ryo n e  to get there 

early to enjoy your  t i me w i t h  yo u r  

fel low Lutes. 

There w i l l  be a P L U  hosp ita l ity tent 

with l ots of Lute memen tos, PLU 

i n formation a nd fr iendly s m i les for 

a l l  a ttendees. The e n t i re eve n i ng's 

program w i l l  represent P L U  and 

the best the u n iversity has to 

offer. Every t h i n g  from t h e  nat ional  

a n them, to the fi rst pitch,  to the 

on-f ie ld games between i n n i n g s  

w i l l  feature L u t e  part i c i p a nts a n d  

p ro g ra m s .  

Register early t o  ensure you can 

attend this fun-fi l led summer 

trad ition. Tickets can be purchased 
from the Office of Alumni  and 

Const ituent Relat ions for $10.50 
through www.plualumni.org or by 

cal l ing 253-535-741 5. 



J,o in  the 

I Cl ick � 
hat were you involved i n  
w h i l e  a student at PLU? 
Be it men's or women's 

basketball, ASJ>LU, Choir of the \!(fest, 
Hawaii Club, Dance Ensemble or Media 
Lab, the O n l i ne D i rectory is a great 
place to affirm your PLU affin i ties. 
When you add the student activities 
and sports )'o U participated i n  while 
at  PLU to yOllr profile, you en sure that 
you are kept i n  the loop fo r any reunion 
events planned for those i mpo rtant 
parts of your PLU e.xperience. The 
Online Directory is  also a won derful 
resource that alumni can use to search 
fo r classmates, teammates and friends, 
as weU as make new connections with 
people in your area. If you haven't 
already done so, take advantage of this 
free resource today! To register for the 
PLU A l u mni O n line Directory go to 
wwu,.plualumni.org; it only takes a couple 
of min utes to sign up. If you are al ready 
regis tered, be sure. to add your PLU 
affin it ies today! ffi] 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,  

ALU NI BOARD NOMINATIONS 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

20 1 3-20 14 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The following candidates are nominated for the 20 1 3-20 1 4  Alumni Board of 

D irectors. Please vote fo r three candidates - cwo response boxes are provided if  
two alumni live in the same househo ld. 

Detach this fo rm and mail before August I, 20 1 3, to the Office of Alumni  and 
Constituen t  Relations, Nesvig Alumni Cenrer, Pacific Lutheran Univers i ty, 
1 2 1 80 Park Avenue S. ,  Tacoma, WA 98447. You can also cast your ballor onl ine 
at www.pLllaLumni.org. 

o Linda Strand '67 

. 0 Mike Wi l lis '74 

D O  Noreen Hobso n '00 

D O  
(\\" R,[TE·[ C I"DfDATES) 

D O  
(WR[TE-IN CANDI [)ATES) 

I enci l  Us In  I 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 12 . ... . .. ... . . .. . .. . .. . . . . ... . .. .... . . . Crew Alumni Gala Fu ndraising Dinner. Hotel Murano 

April 26-21 . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ... . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . Dance Ensemble 2013, Olson Auditorium 

April 27 . ... . .. . . . . ... ... . . . . . . _ . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . Dance Ensemble Affinity Reunion. PLU campus 

Apri l 26-27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . .. . .. ... . . .. . . . . ... . .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . ... . . . . . .. .. . . . .. Relay for Life, PLU Tra ck 

May 5 . . .. .. . . ... . ... .. . . ... . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . ... . ... . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . Pare nts Council Meeting. PLU ca mpus 

May 11 . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . . ... .. . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Theatre Alumni Reunion. PLU campus 

May 26 .. . .. . . .... . . . . .. ... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .... Commencement, Tac oma D ome 

June 12 . . .. .. .. ... . .. ..... . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. ... ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . ... .. . . . ... .... . . . . .. . .. Berry Festival , Red Square 

July 10 .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  Berry Festiva l , Red Square 

July 1 1 , 1 8. 25 . . . .. . . ... .. . .. .... ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... . ... .. Jazz Under the Stars, M B R  Amphitheater 

August 7 .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . ,. ...... ..... .. . . . . . . . ...... , . ...... ... . .. . . Berry Festival. Red S{]uare 

August 1 . 8. 1 5 .. .. . . .. . .. ... . . . . . . . ... . . .. . . . ... . . .. . .. . . .  Jau Under the  Stars, M B R  Amphitheater 

August 16 . . . . ... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . .. .. ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . PLU Night at the Ralniers, Ta coma 

September 9 .. . . ... ..... . .. ... . .. . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. Opening Convocation, Olson Auditorium 

October 11 -13. . . . .. . .. . . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... . ............................. Homecoming 201 3  Weekend 

For more information: www.plualumni.org or ca ll 800-ALUM·PLU. 
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withom a tree or mouneain CO ineerrupt 
the view. YurtS sport solar panels and 
satellite dishes. Camels, donkeys and goats 
share the streets with SUVs or Lex uses. 

"I think the mixture of modern and 
traditional surprised me," she said. 
"I'd be,in a grocery line and someone 
in tradi tional dress wo uld be buying 
something like an iPad." 

In addition to the fact that there are 

Building relationships, 
one structure at a time 

P
resident of Korsmo Construction, 
John Korsmo '84, is bu i lding more 
than JUSt academic halls. 

His company, founded by his father, 
John Korsmo Sr., is focused on sustai ning 
co mmun ity, both at PLU and in the 
greater Tacoma area. 

"\,Xle wane co be of help where we can," 
Ko rs mo said.  

Korsmo Construction, with 65 years 
of exp erience behind the name, has 
been responsible fo r such p rojects in the 
region as the Henry M . Jackson Memorial 
Visicor Ceneer at Mt. Rai nier National 
Park and, here o n  campus, the Marti n J. 
Neeb Ceneer and Studio Theater. 

"It was a real privi lege bu ilding a 
b u i lding, knOWing it would be named 
fo r Martin, and co be able co build that 
bu ilding on campus," Korsmo said. 

Korsmo and h is com pany have received 
nu merous awards, including McG raw
Hi l l  Publishing Company's National 
lkst of the Best Award in the retail 
and hospitality category. Despite these 
achievements in construction, Korsmo 
said he is more p roud of his communiry 
service. Ten years ago, Korsmo 
establ ished an organization called 
Helping Hands, a p rogram i n  which his 
employees and their fam i l ies donate time 
and talents co charicable organizations. 

Through Helping Hands, Korsmo 
Construction has been able co support 
organizations such as the Boys & Girls 
Club, the YMCA and Toys for Tots. 

" \,Xle always try to find a way to help," 
Korsmo said. 

After the tragic shooting of four 
Lakewood po lice officers at a Forza coffee 
franchise, Korsmo Construction helped 
create the memorial at the cafe. 

"It came co our atteneion, and it  fe lt 
right," said Korsmo. "It was just an 
automatic response." 

no trees within eyeshot - nor mouneains 
("I miss Me. Rainierl") - Nelson has had 
co get used co the cold. She has a nice 
apartment at Mongolian University of 
Science and Technology, but sometimes 
the heater doesn't work. And when it's 20 
degrees below zero, that can be a problem. 

"I wrap up in all  the blankets 
I have and get near a space heater," 
she laughed. 

John  Korsmo '84 lfar rightl and Lisa Korsmo '87 
Ifar leftl stand with Barbara and Martin Neeb in 
front of the Martin J .  Neeb  Center, home of KPLU. 

Korsmo's leadersh ip in voluneeerism 
earned his company the Corporations 
for Com munity Award, given by the 
secretary of state. Korsmo Construction 
was the sole recipient of this award 
statewide, and it is an accomplishment 
in which the company takes great pride, 
said Korsmo. 

"John's vol uneeerism transcends the 
company," said Scott Ramsey '85, fel low 
PLU alumnus and direccor of sales and 
marketing at Korsmo Construction. 
"There are many of us here individ ually 
involved in other organizations, 
and a lot o f  that comes from Joh n's 
enco uragemen t." 

Korsmo attri butes much of his 
commun ity activism to h is experiences 
at PLU. Korsmo said he has always 
felt con nected to the un iversity and 
enjoys giving back to PLU and the 
greater Tacoma area community. In a 
way, Korsmo said he is following in the 
footsteps of his father, a PLU al umnus 
as well, and also an active part of the 
commulllty. 

In addition provid ing overall gu idance 
and leadership co the entire Korsmo 
Construction team, Korsmo also serves 
as a member of n u merous boards, 
including the AGC of Was hing con, 
Broadway Cen ter fo r the Performing 
Arts and PLU School of B u s iness 
Executive Advisory Board. He also serves 
as a Lakewood Water Commissioner. 

-Igor Stmpinsk iy '14 

After a quick vacation in Norway, 
where she'll meet up with her family, 
Nelso n will be deciding what to do next. 
She will look fo r a job.  S he's co nSidering 
setting u p  a you th service center. 

"I plan co encourage others to serve, 
and do so myself, as much as I can ," she 
said. "It's such a meaningful part of 
life." 

-Barbara Ciemer.ts 

PLU grad reaches new 
horizons, finds calling 
at NASA 

fter coming across an ad for a job 
at NASA in the newspaper, Sheryl 
Wold '76 decided co take her 

chances and send in an application. 
Wold didn't J USt land the job - she beat 

out more than 250 applicanes who had 
more relevane research experience. 

She now finds herself with a career she 
loves but never once expected. Wold was 
con eracted by the government through 
the Un iversity of Californ ia, Santa Cruz 
co work for NASA and has been there fo r 
close co 20 years. 

She said the thing that set her apart 
was her experience working as a therapist 
fo r SL, years after graduate school. This 
background made her a p rime candidate 
fo r the hu man resources department of 
NASA, which is where she gOt her start in 
the organization. 

"Moving was one of the best things 
that ever happened co me. It made me 
grow up," said the Oregon Ci ty, Ore., 
native. 

During her time at NASA, Wold has 
held various positions within the space 
agency. From 1 987- 1 99 1 ,  she wo rked 
in the hu man resources department, 
maintaining a range of responsibil iries 
fro m  improving rhe efficiency of hiring 
practices co organizing new employee 
programs. She also gave occasional tours 
of the NASA faci lities. 

"I am a master at walking backwards in 
high heels," Wol d  said with a laugh. 

After raking a brief hiatus from work 
to travel with her first husband fo r his 
job, she was re-hired to work fo r NASA 
in 1 997. 

Wold began working with the research 
and development side of NASA to track 
mi lestones, develop software, narrow 

continued on page 36 
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Class Representative - Norene (Ski l bred) 
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9 
Golden C lub Class Representative 
Committee 

Carl T. Fynboe d ied  Nov. 8. A longtime 
Lakewood resident and educato r, Carl  
was a member of the PLU Board of 
Regents from 1 967-76, i n  a ddition to 
heading Clover Park H igh  School  and 
the Ann ie  Wr ight  School .  The Fynboe 
family moved to Park land in 1 938 when 
the Ca rl's father, Carl S .  Fynboe, took a 
job  at PLC. Carl attended grade school  
in Park land a n d  grad uated from the 
defunct Paci f ic  Lutheran Academy before 
e n ro l l ing  i n  undergrad uate studies at 
the University of Washington in 1 944. He 
dropped out aher  one quarter  to enlist 
in the Navy dur ing the fi na l  months of 
World War II . S hortly before he enlisted, 
Carl met Ingrid Martinson. They were 
married a couple of years later. Aher the 
war, Carl graduated with honors from 
PLC. Carl served with various boards and 
charities and volunteered for Christian 
organizations. He was president of PLU's 
alumni association three different years, 
and served for nine years on the Charl es 
Wright Academy's board of trustees. 
Fynboe is  survived by h is  wife of  65 years, 
Ingrid IMartinson '48) Fynboe; daughters 
Karen Fynboe '73 and Kathy IFynboe '71)  

Buser; son Chr is  Fynboe; d a ughter-in
law Karie H a milton; and grandchi ldren, 
inc lud ing  Andrea Howe '02. 

9 0 
Class Representative - Dick Weathermon 

Glenna (Nelson) Brunner d ied  J une 1 5. 
It was in the Choir of the West that she 
met louie Brunner. They were married 
on August 25, 1 950. Glenna served 
actively by Louie's side in h is  pastoral 
ministries. She was also a n  outsta nding 
eleme ntary school teacher for many 
years .  She a n d  Louie ra ised four chi ldren.  
G lenna bel ieved i n  her c hildren and 
encouraged them i n  whatever they chose 
to do. Her life c hanged in 1971 when she 
was d iagnosed with  multiple sclerosis. 
She was a woman o f  deep faith in Christ 
who faced adversity and ministered to 

many with grace through her smi les 
and her s ing ing .  S h e  is  survived by her 
husband,  Louie,  of 6 1  years;  her four 
ch i ldren;  her twelve grandchi ldren; her 
two great grandchi ldren; and her s ister, 
N a n cy. She was preceded in death by 
her brother, R ichard; her sisters, Roberta, 
Donna and Kay; and her daughter-in-law, 
S igne. 

Edith (Ross) lunde died July 19. She 
met the love of her life, Vernon Lunde, 
through her best friend and cousin, 
Anne Berglund. Vernon then married his 
beautiful bride o n  O ct. 2 1 , 1 950. S oon 
aher, they moved into a four-plex at the 
foot of Queen Anne hill in Seattle. In 1 952, 
they moved to Medina and bu i l t  their 
first home where they raised their four 
chi ldren. They continued as  members 
of Grace Lutheran Church s ince 1 953. 
Edith was a founding member of the first 
lad ies prayer group that cont inues sti l l  
today. They opened their homes and 
their hearts to many exc hange students 
as well as women and chi ldren who 
had experienced d omestic v io lence.  
S h e  spent her l ife loving and serving her 
fami ly, f r iends,  a n d  anyone who passed 
through her l i fe .  Edith leaves behind her 
husband, Vernon Lunde; ch i ldren Karen,  
Kathy, Ross,  and Kay;  12  gra ndch i ldren; 
1 2  great grandchi ldren; 1 great-great 
grandchild; her sister Ne lly Jac obson; 
and her brother Lawrence Ross. 

Golden Club Class Representative 
Committee 

Gerald E. Roth died Aug . 25. Jerry taught 
in the Portland lOre.) Public School 
System from 1951 to his retirement in 
1985, In the summers he worked on 
excavation projects and formed the G.E.  
Roth Trucking business from 1 985 to 1 997, 
at which time h e  turned i t  over to his son, 
Tom, He also served several years as  
the caretaker of the .historic Co lumbian 
C emetery, just as  his father d id .  He is 
survived by h is  wife, Ma rlene; ch i l d ren,  
Tom, L isa a n d  D iana;  a n d  PLU grandson,  
Nels Flesher '06. 

1 9" 

Golden Club Class Representative 
Committee 

E. luther Kroenk died Oct. 5. H e  was 
ordained into the Lutheran Min istry in 
1 956. Pastor Kroenk served ch urches 
in California and for 30 years at Zion 
American Lutheran Ch urch i n  Seattle. 
I n  h is  retirement he served as minister 
of  music at United Lutheran Church in 
Ta coma.  H e  is  survived by wife, Charlotte 
(Johnstone '59) Kroenk; a n d  PLU step
daug hter, Kathryn Torvik '82, 

Class Representatives - Carol (Schuler) 
Karwoski and Naomi (Roe) Nothstein 

Golden Club Class Representative 
Committee 
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n o  
Donald Hefty died Oct.  20. As a Lutheran 
min ister, he  served parishes in Minnesota 
as  a certified alcohol and cl inical  
counselor at St. Johns Hospital in Fargo, 
N.D. ,  and at Serenity Lane in Eugene, Ore. 
He also served as chaplain for Sacred 
Heart Hospital in Eugene, and Bethany of 
the Northwest in Everett, Wash. H e  was 
an active volunteer in Ducks Unlimited in 
Everett and Marysville, Washington, aher 
retirement. Don is survived by his wife, 
Martha; son, Eric; and daughters, El ise 
and Lynn .  

J'i 
Class Representative - Phyllis (Grahn) 
Pejsa 

1 9 "6 
Class Representatives- Ginny (Grahn) 
Haugen and Clarene (Osterli) Johnson 

Jerry Slattum, retired a rt  professor 
at California Lutheran University, was 
named �utsta nd ing  Scand inav ian 
American of 201 2  by the Scand inavian 
American Cultural  a n d  Historical 
Foundation in Thousand O a ks, California 
This honor is given each year to 
ind iv iduals who have made s ign if icant 
contributions to their  Scand i navian 
heritage and the i r  chosen profession. 

I 5-

Class Representative - Ed larson 

Robert "Bob" Nordeen died Dec. 
7. Bob grew up on a family farm in 
Minnesota until his family moved to 
De Kalb, III., when he was in eigth 
grade. Bob attended Northern Illinois 
University and later grad uated from 
PLU. He served i n  the U.S. Army d u ring  
the Korean War. Bob marr ied  Evelyn 
IPeterson '53) Nordeen in 1 955, and 
they shared a l i fe  together for more 
than 57 years. Bob taught ind ustrial 
arts in the Edmonds School District for 
25 yeaTS. He thoroughly enjoyed his 
family, traveling, church activities a n d  
musical  programs. B o b  w i l l  be thoroughly 
missed for h is  k indness, ge ntleness and 
encouragement. H e  is  survived by h is  
wife,  Evelyn; sons a n d  d a ughters-in-law, 
David and Fredd ie  Nordeen, and Steven 
and Susan Nordeen; grandchi ldren, 
N ic ole Hund ley, Matthew and M a ri 
N o rdeen; a n d  great-grandson, Kel lan 
H u nd l ey. 

1 9  
Class Representative - Don Cornell 

�< 
Class Representative - Golden C lub 
Representative 

��"IIII'. Richard 
londgren, has 
had four novels 
selected for 
Kindle e-books. 
Another of 
his books, 
"Communi cation 

by Objectives," is  for sale by Amazon. 
Two other books can be purchased 

from h im : "Big Shy in the Big Sky" and 
"Poor Richard's Tips from the Great 
Depression." Write to kronapress@ 
verizon.netfor more information. 

1 60 
Class Representative - Va cant  

Helene (Hemslad) Schul ler  died Sept .  1 7, 
2009. She was preceded in death by h e r  
beloved husband of  5 6  yea rs, Michael 
Schul ler  who d ied  in 1 999. She was 
also preceded i n  death by her parents, 
AU and Lil l ie Hemstad; and her three 
brothers. She is survived by son Michael ;  
daughter M a rie;  niece Linda, who looked 
on H e lene as her Aunt ie Mom; four 
grandchi ldren; six great-gra ndchi ld ren; 

as  wel l  as  many beloved nieces and 
nephews. Her ded ic ation a n d  love of her  
fami ly  was one of the  guiding l ig hts of 
her l ife. 

I 6 1  
Class Representative - Ron lerch 

Oswald "AI" Varness, Jr. died Sept 
1 1 .  AI  joined the U .S .  Navy i n  1 954 and 
spent three years i n  act ive duty and 
a n other five years  as a reservist AI 
graduated from PLU with a degree in 

mathematics an d his teaching certificate. 
He earned a master's degree from Seattle 
University in 1972. He spent his entire 
30 year career teaching mathematics 
at Lake Washington High School in 
Kirkland, Wash., and influenced mu lti ple 
generations of Kanga roos as they went 
through his classes. AI loved playing 
chess and was the advisor of the chess 
club at LWH S  for many years. Wh i le  at 
PLU, AI met JoAnn (Corey '61) Varness, 
They were marr ied fo r  45 years when 
JoAnn passed away i n  2006. A I  and 
JoAnn ra ised the i r  ch i ldren,  Er ic  and 
Miche le  i n  K irk land.  AI enjoyed f ishing,  
travel l ing,  card games with friends and 
spend ing t ime with  h is  g randch i ldren 
and family. AI is  survived by h is  son and 
daug hter; four grandchi ldren; and his 
sister, Agnes Jay, 

Class Representative - leo El iason and 
Dixie (likkel) Matthias 

J 
Class Representative - Merlyn and Joan 
(Maier) Overland 

Arvid lokensgard retired in 1 998 from 
Pi per JaHray, I N C .  He has three ch ildren 
a n d  five g ra ndchi ldren . 

I J  
Class Representative - Jon and Jean 
IRiggers) Malmin 

Karen IRommen) Guzman died Oct. 1 6. 
Aher completing her education at PLU 
and graduat ing with honors, Karen beg an 
her teaching c a reer  and started a family. 
Karen later received her master's degree 
in English at Oregon State Un iversity in 
Corvallis, Ore. Whi l e  being a mom was 
her pr imary focus, Karen was quick to 
become involved in ch urch activit ies, 



parent e d u c ation, square danc ing  and 
regular trips to the coast. After the family 
seized a n  opportunity to spend one year 
in Washington, D.C. ,  Karen discovered 
that her teaching certificate had expired. 

Rather than return to s c hool  for addit ional  
credits, Karen chose a completely 
different path and took a position with the 
OSU Federal Credit Un ion .  She remained 
wit� OSUFCU until  her retirement 22 
years later. Karen is  survived by husband,  
Juan;  daug hters Juanita and Kristine; 
sister, Charlene; and many in-laws, 
cousins, nieces and nephews from her 
extended family. 

1 96 
Class Representative - Vacant 

Stanley Hoobing was interim p astor in 
northeast Montana at First Lutheran 
Church in Circle and American  Lutheran 
Church in R ic hey from March 7 to J u ly 
3 1 .  On Aug. 1 5, he started work with two 
churches in southeast I d aho, Bethel 
Lutheran in Firth and Emanuel Lutheran 
in Blackfoot. This is all part of his new job 
description, " H av e  Sermon, Will Travel." 

Joan (Peterson) 
Conerill died 
June 20. After 
graduati ng 
with a bachelor 
of science in 
nursing, she 

• worked a s  an 
emergency room nurse In New York 
City and San Francisco, where she met 
her husban d, Robert W. Cotteri l l .  She 
continued to work as  a nurse in Los 
Angeles but  took several years off to 
raise a family. She returned to work 
as  a nurse in Aurora, Colo., and ,final ly 
retired after working for several years 
i n  Tacoma, Wash. Joan loved quilt ing, 
spending time with fami ly, and taking 
c a re of others. She is  remembered for 
her quick wit, kind spirit and amazing 
c o u rage.  She is  survived by loving family 
and friends who miss her very much. 

Robert Hart died N ov. 4. Bob thrived 
on learning and sharing his knowledge 
with any enthusiastic listener. He loved 
history, especially of the Skagit  Valley 
and of his own genealogy. Above a l l. 
Bob was passionate about preserving 
the farming commun ity in the Skagit 
Val ley and wanted nothing more than 
to see h is  family farm be preserved for 
generations to come. He served as Skagit 
County commissioner, chair of the Office 
of Farmland Preservation, president of 
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland, a n d  
commissioner for Drainage and Irrigation 
District # 1 5. He leaves behind h is  wife, 
Marjorie; son and his daughter in law, 
Thomas and Cheryl and their three sons; 
d aughter and her husband, Linda and 
Todd and their three children; a daug hter, 
B. Jennings; two sisters, Martha a n d  
Linda; two stepsons John and James, 
and a stepdaughter Catherine; and many 
extended family members. 

1 J6 
Class R e presentative - Frank Johnson 

Marcia Johnson has lived in Asia since 
2007, and is  currently i n  Shangha i ,  Ch ina .  
She a n d  her husband operate B i n ocular  
Vis ion Shangha i .  The consulting company 
special izes in information systems 

services for pharmac eutical companies 
conducting drug discovery research 
in China. 

t , 
Class Re presentative - Craig Bjorklund 

J 
Class Representative - Jim and Georgia 
(Stirn) Girvan 

Jim Girvan and Georgia (Stirn) Girvan 
both retired from posit ions at Boise 
State University in J uly of 201 1 .  They are 
enjoying time to set their own schedule. 
Both are actively involved i n  church 
and community volunteering, as  well as 
traveling to new destinations. 

b 
Class Representative - Bil l  Ranta, 
Patsy (Davies) and David B. Johnson 

T. Glen lockhart is the author of several 
documentaries. H is current publications 
inc lude "Last Man Standing," about 
the l ife of private Smokey Smith who 
was Canada's last surviving holder of 
the Victorian Cross; ·Vancouver's Most 
Lovely Lady" about the life of Yvonne 
deCarlo; and "Mr. Golf of Be"  about the 
life of Ernie Brown. 

David Richardt retired after 12 years 
as  upper school drama director and 
part-time English teacher for M arywood 
- Pa lm Valley School ,  a private col lege
prep school  in Rancho Mirage, Cal if .  
Between those 12 years and h is  31 
years at Rogers H igh  School in Puyal lup, 
Wash., Dave leaves education after 
43 years i n  the classroom. He resides 
in the Palm Springs, Cal if . ,  area with 
his partner of 22 years, Scott. They 
especial ly enjoy visiting with the two 
granddaughters from Dave's son and 
his wife in Puyallup, and new grandson 
from Dave's daughter and her husband 
in Nashvil le, Te nn. 

Nancy Kingston married Jerry Col l ins in 
March 2012.  They reside in Vancouver, 
Wash. 

o 
Class Representative - Bill  Allen 

Douglas Lambrecht recently retired 
from emergency medic ine after 34 
years. He is currently doing locum 
tenens for  fami ly  physicians who take 
vacations, and occu pational medicine 
and urgent care part-time. Douglas 
raised four chi ldren to adulthood. 
All  have moved out, have their  own 
a partments a n d  are gainful ly employed. 
Katherine Lambrecht '10, recently 
graduated from PLU. H is  daughter 
J i l l ian ,  25, lives in Everett, works at 
the Athenian Restaurant in Pike P lace 
Market  and is on the Bombshel ls 
dance team for the American Stealth 
professional lacrosse team. Jillian went 
to Arizona State University for three 
years. His son Ryan, 23, graduated 
from Washi ngton State Un iversity last 
year a n d  got  a job with G.R .Horton, 
the nation's largest homebuilder. His 
son Nathan, 21, works for Red Robin in 
Redmond, Wash. 

,-
Class Representative - Paul D. Johnson 

Eileen (Rue) and Bruce Reichert '75 
are delighted grandparents of Future 

Lute, Tallis Danie l  Reichert, son of Aaron 
Reichert '04 and wife, Kristin. E i leen is 
a n  A R N P  at Seattle Chi ldren's Hospital .  
Bruce is a Color One commerc ia l  photo 
lab manager. Their son Andrew, works 
as a test tec hnic ian for Element. Aaron 
builds pipe organs with Taylor and Boody 
Organ Builders. 

1 9-2 
Class Representative - Molly Stuen 

Jody (Schwich) Marquardt and her 
husband,  M ick, retired last summer. They 
plan to work o n  their new house i n  East 
Wenatchee, Wash., do some foreign 
traveling, and spoil their grandsons in 
M i nnesota and Indiana.  

Karl Arne died May 26. Karl  was the only 
son of Olga (Hugo '37) Arne and John 
"AI" Arne '36, who both preceded h im in 
death. Karl's PLU tenure was interrupted 
when he enlisted in the U.S. Army, 
where he served from 1 967 to 1 970. 
When he returned to PLU, he graduated 
with a degree in chemistry. From 1 972 
to 1 978 he was a graduate student at 
Washington State Un iversity i n  Pullman, 
studying synthetic orga n ic  chemistry. 
I n  1 980, Karl began a 28-year career at 
the Environmental  Protection Agency 
that focused primarily o n  pesticides. 
He retired from the EPA in 2008. Karl 
pursued an active mix of outdoor 
activities, i n c luding travel by foot and 
bike. I n  August 20 1 2, Karl was chosen to 
receive the Lifetime Achievement Award 
by The Northwest Center for Alternatives 
to Pesticides (NCAP\. which is  presented 
to those who have dedicated their lives 
to adva n c i n g  alternatives to pesticides. 
Karl is survived by h is  two sons, J a c o b  
and John; a grandson; former wife 
Cheryl; his sisters, Anne and Lisbeth; 
PLU n i e c e  Kimberly (lusk) Manz '95 and 
her husband, Erik Manz '98; and a large 
circle of car ing friends. 

Bill Hope died Dec. 1 6. B i l l  was a Seattle 
businessman and Washington native. Bil l  
attended St. Michael's University School 
i n  Victoria, B . C, and PLU. He loved h is  
cats,  and h e  loved h i s  pa rtner, Patrice, 
for 32 years. Bi l l  a lways had a smile 
o n  h is  face. His sense o f  humor was 
contagious, h is  friendship was constant. 
He was one of a kind and wil l  be missed 
by a l l  who knew h im.  

C lass Representative - Karen 
(Wraalstad) Robbins 

Stan Olsen retired in 2010 as  senior 
project manager for Alcan General, 
where he  was responsible for projects 
across Alaska. He and his wife, Sa lly, 
are active members of the Alaska 
Mountain Search & Rescue Group, 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska and avid 
climbers, skiers, hikers and pac k-rafters. 
Both are members of Central 
Lutheran Churchi nAnchorage. During 20 1 1  
and 2 0 1 2, Stan and Sally completed 
an eight month bicycle trip i n  SE Asia 
covering Turkey, I ndonesia,  Laos, 
Vietnam and China. Central Asia remains 
to be covered next year. Stan is  currently 
CEO and special  projects director for the 
Kuwaa Mission,  which provides potable 
drinking water and hea lth-care services 
to remote villages in Liberia, which  do 
not have a c cess to potable water. See 

kuwaamission.org for more information. 

Michael Tripp just retired from a 20'year 
career at AIG in New York City where he 
rose to become the preSident of mult iple 
divisions. Prior to A I  G he worked for 
20 years at Fireman's Fund Insurance 
Company in Seattle and San Francisco. 
He is  now a resident of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., where he is  enjoying the beautiful 
weather, catching up  on his golf game, 
preparing to race his Porsche, and 
traveling with h is  wife, Pamela. All  three 
of h is  ch i ldren are out of college and 
living in New York City, Ge orgetown, 
Washington and Istanbul,  Turkey. 

Class Representative - David E. Johnson 

Gene Sha rratt was recently promoted to 
associate professor and director of the 
Washington State University College of 
Education superintendent c e rtification 
program. 

Class Representative - Vacant 

James Yockim is enjoying spending 
winters in Queen Creek, Ariz. He is  
currently serving as the  vice chair  of the 
North Dakota Association of Non-Profits. 

David Smith recently joined Conoco 
P h i l l ips  as a conformance engineering 
advisor. 

Class Representative - Gary Powell 

Elaine (Johnson) Schwartz recently 
retired from 21 years of  teaching fifth 
grade at Zion Lutheran Sc hool in 
Corvallis, are. Her new pursuits will 
involve substitute teaching, home 
organization and cleaning for others, 
and travel with her husband, Michael,  
who recently retired from a 33-year 
career with the U.S. Forest Service. Their 
first trip was to visit their son, Andrew 
Schwartz '07, in New York City. In April of 
2013, they'll fly to Muscat, Oman,  to see 
their .daug hter, Kelsey, and family. Son
in- law, Col in ,  teaches at The American 
International School  of Muscat. 

Theordore Plocki retired in July 201 1 
as a lease manager from Washington 
State Department of Transportation, real 
estate services. He now spends his time 
travel ing with his wife, Rosemary, a n d  
has t a k e n  camping and h i k i n g  trips to 
National  Parks i n c l uding Arches, Bryce 
Canyon and Zion i n  Utah, the Grand 
Canyon, Glacier Park, Mont., and climbing 
Mt. Larsen in Northern Cal ifornia.  

Todd Wagner a n d  h is  wife, MaryAnn, six 
years ago adopted a baby girl ,  Lucy, who 
was abandoned at a hospital i n  Seattle. 
Lucy has turned out to be a great blessing 
to their family. Being 60 years old with a 
6-year-old is a wonderful experience, as 
Lucy keeps Tod d  young.  

Kevin Reem has 
won Houston Fi lm 

... Festival Si lver and 
Bronze Awards, 
Columbus 
International 
Fi lm and Video 
Festival Bronze 

Award, World Fi lm Fest and Golden Angel 
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On July 1 9. a group of afd rnends gathered at 
Ihe Waltars' new home In UOIvarslty Place, 
Wash The alumnt ara left to right: Doug 
MjOfUd '65, Phyllis Mlorud, Jim Ruble '61, Barb 
�Ericksen '66) Ruble, Marjorie lOmd.I '66) 
PaullOn, Robart Paulson '65, Cheri lOunrcher 

'66) Beer, Stephen B.er ·69, Jan ITemte '61) 
Walters, and Clarence Wahers '67. 

The PLU Nursing Class of '61 met for thalr bloomsl 
reunion 8t Sunnver, Ore., August 7 1 0. 2012 Front 
row (lett to nghti. Bonnia (Hanaa.n) Nielsen. 
Oyann (lonberg) Schierholtz, and Nelda I Reede) 
Chandler Second row Byrde IEckrem) Stordahl, 

Chris Egan '95 lrom KiOg 5, Ray Heacox '76 from 
KI NG -5, and Michael Fox '04 from KIRO-1 wef. 
Northwest Regional Emmy Award winners In June 
2012. Photo by Jorry and LOIS Photography 

Ruth IGoldeolf1oo) H�ing8r, Meg IThieu811} Roberts, 
Susie IBerg) Levy. and Margrethe "Mart" (Gregersen) 
FlUJlStrom. Thev came from Ol1io, I l linois, Idaho, 
CalifornIa, Washl�gton Bnd Oregon. Unabfe to attend 
were Crls lChristensen) Capelli, Marilyn (Nickelsan) 
DeVema, Marilyn (Beise) Elhart. Jan (Engao) Lyon. 
and Susan �Baldwin) Stone 

Awards. a nd was a U.S. International 
Film and Video Festival Bronze Award 
finalist. Most of his professional 
experience is Disney-nurtured, having 
worked as a producer. writer and director 
in four major divisions: Wa lt �isney 
Imagineering. The � isney Channel .  
�isney Home Entertainment a nd most 
rece ntly Disney.com. Addit ional ly he  
ran his own production company for  
seven years, which won several awards 
in  var ious video and f i lm genres. Kevin 
is  presently producing and direct ing a 
d o c u mentary feature about  mental health 
entit led "Be l ieve I n  Me." 

A'fan Krause i s  cha i rman and CEO of 
MWH Global i n  Broomfield, Colo. 

I Q-

Class Representatives - Leigh Erie and 
Joan (Nefson) Mattich 

Keith Davis was 
named the 201 2  
I daho Family 
Physic ian  of 
the Year by The 
Idaho Academy 
of Family 
Physicians. A 

tribute was made to Dr. Davis for his 
generous contributions to his profession, 
to medical education and to his service 
and dedication to the community. 
After starting his solo private practice, 

Friends from 1972 gathered again - this time at Skamania Lodge on the Columbia River, Wash., 'or a weekend 
01 'un. relaX8bon and reminiscing Enjoying the feilQvvship were, front row (loft to nght)· Claudia (BarneB '73) 

Pierson, Cherie (Johnson 72) Bradshaw, Karen (Roberts '721 Enhelder, Gerd-Inger {Gregersen '721 McDougall, 
linda (Clement '72) Anderson, Kathy (Meyer '72) Hauge, Diane (Christensen '721 Smith, laurel (Clark '72) 
Chentow, Robin (George '72) Gehrs. Back Row: Pennie (Knight '72) Narver, Molly Stuen '72, Christie (Ness '72) 

Kaaland, linda (Loken '72) Wilcox, Bonnie (Lee) Jacques, Glenda (Gunning '72) Millman, Karen (Vance '70) 
Bell, Sherrie (Canney '121 Elmer, and Christy (Peterson '72) Youngquist. 

Would you Hke to share your pictures with your fellow alumni? 
Send pictures t o  us  b y  email a t  alumni@plu.edu, or by mail to the Office o f  Alumni a n d  Co nstituent Relations, 

Pacific Lutheran University, 1 2 1 80 Park Avenue, S_, Tacoma, WA 98447. Please feel free to cal l  uS at 
800-ALUM·PLU if you have any questions. 

Shoshone Family Medical Center, in 1985, 
Keith continues to serve his community 
through active parti c ip ation i n  civic 
organizations and healthcare related 
activities. Keith and his wife, Diane (Lund) 
Davis '15, have three c h i ldren: Anika, 
Brian Davis '04 and Kar la .  

Class Representative - Pete Mattich 

Donald W. Wilson recently retired and 
travels regional ly ( in  the western United 
States) as  often as  he can. 

James Nieman was installed as  the 
seventh president of the Lutheran School 
of Theology, Chicago. 

1 9'" 

Class Representatives - Dave and Teresa 
(Hausken) Sharkey 

Daniel R. Anderson graduated in May 
201 2  with a Ph .D .  in congregational 
mission and leadership from Luther 
Seminary i n  St. Pau l, Minn. The title of 
his dissertation is "Soli  Deo Gloria!  A 
Doxological Hermeneutic of Mission in 
Emerging Ministries in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America." Dan is 
an adjunct instructor and research 
consultant in the Doctor of  Ministry 
programs at Luther Seminary and 
serves as the director of the 
Minn esota Consort ium of Theolog ica l  
Schools .  

Class Representative - Va cant  

Rev. K .  David Daugs was insta l led as  
sen ior  pastor of Emmanue l  Lutheran 
Church i n  Moscow, Ida ho, on Sept. 
23. The Rev. Bishop Martin Wells 
was presiding. Pastor D a ugs' call to 
Emmanuel  began on July 6.  His spouse, 
Kristen, recently began teach ing 
mathematics at Moscow Middle S c hool .  
They have three g rown ch i ldren, Phi l ip ,  
28, lan ,  27, and M a ra, 25.  Pastor Daugs is  
i n  his 28th year  of ordained ministry. 

Michael Haglund was awarded the 
h ig hest honor that Duke University cou ld  
honor, be ing given a n  endowed cha ir  in 
the department of surgery. H e  currently 
holds the posit ion of the dist inguished 
professor of neurosurgery, neurobiology, 
and global health at D uke University. 

Class Representative - Dean and Susan 
(Lee) Phillips. 

Munro Cullum recently became the 
president of Division 40 of the Ameri c a n  
Psychologi ca l  Association. Munro is the 
Pamela Blumenthal Distinguished 
Professor of Clinical Psychology, chief 
of the psychology division, and director 
of neuropsychology a t  the U n iversity 
of Texas Southwestern Medical  Center 
i n  Dal las.  

Edna Giesler was named in September 
the interim department chair for the 
department of social work a t  the 
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh.  

JQ 2 
Class Re prese ntative - Paul Collard 

Estelle M. Kelley 
and J a son M. 
Weber married on 
a mag ica l  
day  at the  foot 
of  Di amond Head 
i n  Honolu lu ,  

.... ".. ... _--' Hawaii.  

Linda E. Davis, long-time a rt  promoter 
and artist, displayed four of her 
Aboriginal art pieces in the show "Music: 
Our Creative Response in Visual Art, 
Writing and Song" as part of a Minnesota 
branch of National League of Ameri c a n  
P e n  Women exhibit. T h e  show, with eight 
other artists exhibiting 35 pieces, was 
comprised of musical  s c o res, poetry and 
f ine art. Among many venues, Linda's 
artwork and involvements have been 
displayed at Blaine City Ha l l, o n  North 
Metro Television, the Anoka Chamber of 
Commerce, Minneapol iS Institute of Art 
and Anoka-Ra msey Community 
College. 

1 
Class Re presentative - Dave Olson 
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Julia Pomerenk 
was presented 
the Woman of 
the Year award 
by Washington 
State Univ ersity. 
The presentation 

L.;:I�_"""W::"� took place at the 
Women's Recognition tuncheon on the 
Pulnnan campus last spring. Ju l ia  has 
served as the university registrar at WSU 
since 2003. From 1998-2003, Julia served 
as the Univers ity Registrar at PLU. This 
November, Ju l ia  com pleted her term as 
President of PACRAO (P acific Association 
of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers) after presiding at the annual  
conference in San Diego,  Cal i f .  

C lass Representative - Mark 
Christofferson 

Ii 
Class Representatives - Janet (Olden) 
Rogge and Carolyn (Plocharsky) Stelling 

Class Representative - David Carlson 

q 
Class Representatives - John Carr and 
Lisa Ottoson 

Darlene (Bullock) Lamont died Oct.  
9. Darlene was born a n d  raised in 
Ta coma, and proudly earned a degree 
i n  psychology from PLU. Darlene loved 
children and ran a home daycare for 
20 yeers. She was well known in the 
loca l  woodworking commu nity a n d  
t a u g h t  many others to carve. Darlene 
had unending optimism, a great sense 
of adventure, and lived life to its fullest. 
She is survived by her six chi ldren; 
PLU daughter-in- law, Katherine (Toop) 
Lamont '07; her mother, Betty Bul lock; 
her five brothers and sisters; her three 
grandchildren; and many cousins, nieces 
and nephews. 

Constance Bates has a smal l  but active 
writing business, Bates Writing a n d  
Editing. S h e  feels privileged t o  have 
proofed the yearly " Profile" magazine for 
the Grants Pass Chamber of Commerce, 
is ghostwriting for a local sculptor, and 
her first series of rad i o  ads just aired 
for southern Oregon's new local station, 
KCMD 99.3. She hopes to be attending 
the Rainier Writing Workshop a t  PLU this 
spring. 

Class Representative - Brenda Ray Scott 

• d 
Class Representative - Brendan Rorem 

Del Shannon 
recently 
publ ished a 
hi larious short 
story, "Battle of 
the Naked Zydeco 
Bands," in the 
humor anthology, 

"Fifty Shades of Funny: Hook-ups, Break
ups and Crack-ups." The story, which 
describes the antics surrounding a yearly 
com petition of zydeco music bands at a 
nudist c o lony, wi l l  leave you in stitches 
- and thankful you're not a nudist. It is 
available on amazon.com. 

U 
Class Representative - Erik Benson and 
Mark Kurtz 

Heidi (Kreger) Elston married Craig Elston 
i n  July. 

Class Representative - Jim Morrell 

Rick and Marla 
(Swanson '89) 
Evans have 10 
chi ldren (six 
are adopted). 
Their second 
oldest dau ghter, 
Abigail, recently 

got married to Anthony Sierra on July 

Carl T. Fynboe died Nov. 8 

1 ) 
Glenna (Nelson) Brunner died June 1 5  
Edith (Ross) Lunde died July 19 

Gerald E. Roth died Aug. 25 

E. Luther Kroenk died Oct. 5 

Donald Hefty died Oct. 20 

1 -
Robert "Bob" Nordeen died Dec. 7 

o 
Helene (Hemstad) Schuller died Sept. 
17, 2009 

f b l  
Oswald "AI" Varness Jr. died Sept. I I  

I II 
Karen (Rommen) Guzman died Oct. 16 

Joan (Peterson) Cotterill died J u ne 20 
Robert Hart died Nov. 4 

Karl Arne died May 26 
Bill Hope died Dec. 16. 

Darlene (Bullock) Lamont died Oct. 9 

Robert "Bob" Nelson died Nov. 16 

Michael Henson died Sept. 1 8  

luc ille (luci) Agnes lacuessa died 
Sept. 1 4 . Luci worked as a legal 
secretary for a prominent Puyallup law 
firm and later enjoyed a successful 
career in the business office at PLU. 
She was a n  active member of St. John 
Bosco Catholic Church. Her i nterests 
included fami ly, gardening, puzzles and 

27.  Marla just started a new job in 
Normandy Park, Wash., as the d irector 
of chi l dren and family ministries for 
John Knox Presbyterian Church, and 
R ick is an account manager for Otsuka 
Pharmaceuticals. 

Kathy Pheister studied for a year to 
take the International Board Certified 
Lactation Consultant exam in J u ly 2012. 
She is now working as a registered nurse 
and lactation consultant in Portland, Ore. 
She assists new moms and babies in 
the early stages of breast feeding. It  is 
cha l lenging but well worth the effort to 
get the certification! 

1 92 
Class Representative - Rebecca Benson 

reading. Luci was preceded in death 
by her brothers Eugene and Leo, and 
sisters Katherine, B a rbara, Claire, 
Mary, and Margaret She is survived 
by her daug hters Carole Cash, Gina 
Ames and Sandra Fox; her son John 
lac uessa; her nine grand children and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Kathlyn Breazeale died Sept. 23 after 
living with cancer for two years. 
Kathi grew up i n  Natchitoches, La., 
where she graduated with a B.S. from 
No rthwestern State University. She 
graduated Magna Cum LBude with a 
B.A. from Centenary College, earned a 
M.Div. with distinction from I l iff School 
of Theology in Denver, and a Ph.D. 
from Claremont Graduate University in 
California. Kathi was a member of the 
religion depa rtments at three colleges 
and universities, most recently serving 
as associate professor at PLU where 
she focused primarily on feminist and 
womanist theologies. Kathi is survived 
by her pa rtner, Jon Berkedal, and his 
children, Kai and Bjorn Berkedal '12; 
parents, Dr. Archie and Fay Breazeale; 
brother, David; sisters, lisa and Julie; 
and three nieces and one nephew. 
Kathi's sister, Alison, preceded her 
in death. 

Phylaine Folson died Nov. 2. Phylaine 
was raised on the family farm in North 
Da kota and moved to Ta coma with 
friends where she worked for OSHS 
for 30 years, reti ring at the age of 62. 
Phylaine loved to travel and dance. 
She was an active member of Central 
Lutheran Church and the Dau ghters of 
Norway. She leaves behind a legacy of 
generous giving to PLU a n d  Concordia 
College. She was preceded in death by 
her brother, Kenneth, and her parents. 
She is survived by dau ghter, LuAnn 
and grandson, Aaron. 

Kurt Mayer died Nov. 13. Kurt came 
to America with his parents i n  1940 
as a 10-year-old Jewish refugee from 
Nazi Germany on one of the last ships 
to leave Europe. Many of his family 
members perished in the Holoca ust. 
He eventually settled in Ta coma and 
in 1 957 esta blished the first volume 
home-building company in the area. 
The company is now known as Mayer 

I' 9., 
Class Representative - Barbara (Murphy) 
Hesner 

Joel Kittinger joined Mi crosoft in 
mid-September as a senior software 
development engineer. He works in the 
developer division. 

Robert "Bob" Nelson died Nov. 16. He 
served in the U.S. Army National Guard 
in Alaska and in Chicago during the riots 
in the 1960s. Bob had a keen grasp of 
the tech ind ustry and was instrumental 
i n  developing medical databases 
that are still used today. Later in his 
career, he was awarded a degree in 
computer science from PLU. Bob wili' 
be remembered for his never ending dry 

Built Homes. Kurt operated the 
company until  1 981, bui ld ing thousands 
of single-family homes and multi
family apartment units in Washington, 
Idaho and Colorado. Kurt was the first 
person of the Jewish faith to serve on 
Pacific Lutheran University's Board of 
Regents, serving from 1995 to 2005. I n  
2006, Kurt a n d  Pam were recognized 
with a Special  Recognition Award 
during the annua l  Alumni Awards 
ceremony. The Mayer family was 
instrumental in the development of 
the university'S Holocaust Studies 
Program, being one of two prominent 
Ta coma area families who funded 
a SI million endowed professors hip 
i n  Holocaust Studies at P L U  in 
2007. Mayer publ ished his memoir, 
"My Personal Brush with H istory," in 
2009, the proceeds of which benefit 
the endowed prolessorship .  I n  addition 
to his wife of 51 years and their two 
children, Natalie Mayer and Joseph 
(Gloria) Mayer, he is survived by three 
grandchi ldren. 

Kristen B. Solberg died Nov. 28. 
Shortly after receiving his doctorate in 
1953, Dr. Solberg was invited to head 
the newly established psychology 
department at PLC. Later he served 
as the dean 01 students at PLU 
unti l  1 964. Dr. Solberg worked for 
the Veteran's Administration as a 
cl in ical  psychologist from 1965 unti l  
his retirement in 1982. For the last 10 
years 01 this work he was the chief 
psychologist at American Lake, Wash., 
during which time he was instrumental 
i n  establ ishing one of the first Vietnam 
veterans outreach programs in the 
cou ntry. Dr. Solberg then set up a 
private practice, Valley Psychological  
Services, and taught as a n  adjunct 
faculty at Central Washington 
University in Ellensburg, Wash. 
D r. Solberg was a past president 
of the Washington Psyc hological 
Association, and served for 15 years 
on the Washington State Examining 
Board of Psychology. Kris is survived 
by his wife, O p a l; two sons, Ken and 
Don; daughter, Dna; his brother, Knud; 
four grandchildren, Jessica, Kristin, 
Kevin and B ridget. He also is 
survived by many adopted sons 
and daughters. 
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humor, incredible intellect, and warm 
heart Bob is survived by his daughter 
and son-in·law, Alexandra and Patrick 
Sweeney; h is older brother Wil l iam, and 
several c lose nephews, 

Class Representatives -Catherine 
(Overland) Hauck and Dan Lysne 

Tuan Trinh is the CFO of Economic 
Op portunity Counci l  of San Franc isco, 
I nc ,  

Jennifer (Berger) Allison i s  now working 
as  a l ibrarian for foreign, comparative 
and international law at the Harvard Law 
School Library i n  Cambridge, Mass, 

1 c,� 
Class Representative - Janet (Huss) 
Nelson 

Nancy (Keene) Steele accepted the 
human resources manager position 
at [he newly organized Washington 
Health Benefits Exchange, building 
and implementing the statewide health 
benefit exchange p latform that will allow 
uninsured residents to determine their 
el igib i l ity for health-care subsid ies and 
tax credits, which will he lp  them find 
a n  affordable health p lan beginning in 
2014, Nancy bel ieves this is  an exciting 
opportunity to be part of  something that 
will be  such a service to the un i nsured 
people i n  the state of Washington, 

Jennifer (Nicoll) Manchester completed 
her master's of  science in nursing in 
December at the University of  Colorado, 
She is now a family nurse practitioner. 

Class Representatives - Steve and 
Kimberly (Nadon) leifsen, 

Steve leifsen was recently named 
principal at Edgerton Elementary School 
in Puyallup, Wash. 

1 9 -

Class Representatives - Andy and 
Stephanie IMerle) Tomlinson 

Doug Thompson Kisker started a new job 
as pre-cl in ical  project manager at Seanle 
Ch i ldren's Hospital, Researcll Institute, 
Ben Towne Center for Chi ldhood Cancer 
Research,  He and his wife also had the ir  
second son, R i ley Kisker, In Feb,  2012, 

9 8 
Class Representative - vacant  

Man Bl iss was granted a design patent 
o n  O c t. 2, 201 2, on a modern version of a 
Christmas tree, The design was insp ired 
by his grandfather, B u d  Stoecker. The 
trees are  sold worldwide through the 
website vWlwmodernchristmastrees, 
com which Man launched in November 
of 201 1 .  The site and business have been 
a rewarding tribute to his grandfather, 
who passed away in November of 201 2  
after banling Alzheimer's, A portion of 
the proceeds from tree sales goes to the 
Alzheimer's Assoc iation, 

Bernhard Nielsen was made professor 
of strateg i c  management at Copenhagen 
B usiness S c hool i n  Copenha gen, 
Oenmark, 

II 
Class Representative - Va c a nt 

Jamie (Gabriel) Farman recently returned 
to the classroom after taking three years 
off to stay home with her two daughters, 
and is now tea c h i n g  Span ish at Cascade 
H igh  School  i n  Everen, Wash,  Jamie 
thinks teach ing  Spanish is so  much 
fun, and it  i s  exciting for  her to see 
students learning a new language with 
enthusiasm! 

01 0 
Class Representative - Ashley Orr 

Ashley Orr 
earned the use 
of the exclusive 
Ma ry Kay Pink 
Cadillac i n  July, 
As a senior 
independent 
sa les director, 

Ashley received this promotion by 
demonstraling outstanding business and 
leadership ski l ls ,  

2 0 1  
Class Representative - Michael Mauss 
and Brianne (McQuaig) Vertrees 

Joanne landis was appointed princ ipal  of 
Sacajawea Middle School  in the Federal 
Way (Wash, )Pub l ic  Schools in June  
2012 .  She previously served as  assistant 
pr inc ipa l  at S a c aiawea Middle School .  

200" 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Gorne 
and Brian Riehs 

Kari Rallo became the senior d i rector of 
annua l  giving and grateful patient family 
programs at Seanle Chi ldren's Hospital 
in O ctober, 

1 0  
Class Representative - Elisabeth (Pynn) 
Himmelman 

Branden Durst was elected to the Idaho 
Slate  Senate, Oistrict 1 8, i n  November. 

Bruce Sadler is one of 84 teachers 
selected fOl  partic i pation i n  the Tea chers 
for G loba l  Classrooms Program (TGC),  
The TGC is a mult i-phased program 
that offers a un ique opportunity to bui ld 
global competence i n  the U ,S ,  classroom 
through international professional 
development for teachers, 

Wendy Heibel was selected to work as 
one of the Air Force White House nurses 
in Washington, O,C, 

lOO 
Class Representative - Tammy Lynn 
Schaps 

Tamara Lynn Schaps graduated in 
August 201 2  with a master's degree in 
higher education administration from 
The George WaShington University 
Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development. She now i s  serving as 
director of career services for the Evans 
S c hool of Publ ic  Affairs at the U n iversity 
of Washington in Seanle, Wash, 

Michael Henson died Sept. 18, M i c h a el 
had a generous spir it  and wil l  b e  
remembered f o r  h i s  dedic ation to 



human rights advocacy, environ mental 
awareness, the Ra in bow City Band, the 
No rthwest Network where he worked. 
and his love of his  Holden Village family. 
He  was a cha mpion of love, accepta nce 
and equal ity. Michael  was preceded 
i n  death by his twin sisters, Diana and 
Deborah; brother, Christopher; sister, 
Pamela;  and brother, Patrick. He is 
slUVived by h i s  husband, Stephen Nash;  
h is  parents; h is  nephew, Kaeden Henson; 
Kaeden's mother, Je na Brocious; his 
grandmother, Wasalea Henson; and 
numerous aunts,  unc les, cousins and 
friends. 

Kerry (Wealhers) 
O'Fla herty 
married Ryan 
D'Flaherty at 
The Kel ley 
Farm in  Bonney 
Lake, Wash., on 
March 3 1 .  Lutes 

i n  attendance were Maggie (Easlman) 
Woods and Ally (Gramson) Swann, who 
were both matrons of honor. 

1)0 
Class Representative - Micheal Sleele 

006 
Class Representative - Jenna 
(SleHenson) Serr 

Tara (Pelerson) Ohman is a registered 
nurse in Spokane, Wash. She and her 
husband. Jeffery, have two chi ldren, 
Aubrey, 4, a nd Evan, 2. 

Kimberly 
(Dixon) Khan 
married Alex 
Khan on Aug. 
25 in  Kirkland, 
Wash. Lutes 
in attendance 
included Sherri 

(Dixon '03) Temp lelon, Shannon (Greene 
'08) Welherald, Kyle Welherald '08, 

lindsay Park '08, Erin Drummond '08, 

Angela Linderman '08, Rebecca lewis 
'08, Adrienne Semann '1)8, Jessica Muir, 
Belinda Ho '08, Eric Gordon '09, and 
Jessica (Sleberl '08) Poslma. 

Andrea (Wold) 
married N i c k  
Huseby in July. 
There were 
five Lutes in the 
wedding party: 
Erika (liming) 
Slichka, Andrea 

(Gabler) Ames, Jessica Holden '07, laura 
(Thompsen) Krueger, and Karin (Johnson 
'07) Teig. Also in attendance were Tyler 
Pugh, Manhew Wue,"el '07, Kevin 
Claus, Juslin Klump 'OS, Chrislina (Pelto) 
Madison, Tyler Gubsch '10 and Carrie 
(Draeger '10) Gubsch. 

Mandy (Olson) Olson-Tabor married 
Corey Tabor at Semiahmoo Resort i n  
Bla ine, Wash., on  Aug. 1 9. Lutes in 
attendance at the wedding included 
Anna Mcleod, Paul Scon '04, Elizabelh 
(Morlan) Scon, Mel issa Schultz '05, 

Sarah Salisbury, and Brandi (Paul) 
Wilson. 

200, 
Class Representative - John McClimans 
and Kaarin Praxel 
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Kyle Nowadnick 
married Katie 
Bolton o n  Oct 6. 
There were more 
than 40 Lutes 
in atten dance 
s p a n ning three 
generations 

ranging Irom the class 01 1952 to class of 
2010. Kyle is a fi nanc ia l  consultant with 
Thrivent Fina ncia l  for Lutherans, and 
Katie is a registered nurse. 

Kyle Franklin graduated with honors in  
December  from G o nzaga University in  
Spokane, Wash., with  his master's degree 
in religious studies. 

-'�t 

. � -,:� . 

Jonathan 
Novolney married 
Cecily (Hale '08) 

Novolney on Aug. 
1 8  in  Orcas Island, 
Wash. Lutes 
in attendance 
included the 
best man, 'Robert 

Grolbert '06, groomsmen, Thomas 
Purbaugh '06 and Keilh Pelersen '06, 

bridesmaid, Kelsey lee '08, and Belh 
(Zimmerman) Grol bert who officiated. 
The music was played by Daniel 
Mooney '06. 

Blake Thiess a c cepted a job as senior 
human resources associate with K P M G  
in Portland, Ore. 

Brad lubken 
launched his 
business, Lubken 
Budgeting 
Services, in 
October. When 
studying business 
a t  PLU, he 

dreaded his finance and accounting 
classes, but Professor Fern Zabriske nOI 
only helped him get through the c lasses, 
but g u ided him through the material, 
ensuring he  d id  not fall behind. S ince 
then,  Brad has self-studied personal 
finance and the stock market. He  has 
recently built a n  easy-to-use tool that 
al lows the customer to create a budget, 
gel out of  debt, save for their ch i ld's 
education, invest for retirement, and bu i ld  
wealth. In  add it ion to  the tool, Brad offers 
one-an-one conSUlt ing. 

JOU8 
Class Representative - Christy Olsen 
Field and Courtney Slringer 

Micah Pearson married Linnea Johnson 
(St Olal '08) on Oct. 1 3. Lutes in the 
wedding party inc luded Eric PlaH '09, 

Kara Reckin and Troy Benton. 

Kalhryn (Vogel) 
Pimenlal married 
Robbin Pimenlal 
'09 in Sudbury, 
Mass. ,  on Oct. 
24, 2009. lutes 
in atte ndance 
included best man 

Dane Schmick ' 11 ,  bridesmaid, Calherine 
(Sloul '09) Doyle, Jo-Pener Iversen '09, 

Andrew Reyna '09, Jenna (Callaway '09) 
Reyna and Hannah Slorm '09. 

Michelle De Beauchamp was ordained i n  
September at Bethany Lutheran Church 

o n  Bainbridge Is land ,  Wash. M i c h elle 
began serving a congregation in Castle 
Pines, Colo.,  i n  October. 

l009 
Class Representative - Maren (Anderson) 
Johnson and Amy Spieker 

Calherine (SIOUI) 
Doyle married 
Andrew Doyle 
'12 on Sept. 1 in 
Muki lteo,  Wash. 
M a ny Lutes were 
in  attendance, 
including 

bridesmaids Kalhryn (Vogel '08) Pimenlel 
and Kari (SloUI 'I I )  Munson, and father 
of the bride, Slephen Sloul '69. Catherine 
and Andrew met in China on  a PLU Wind 
Ensemble and Jazz Band International 
Music  Tour. Catherine is cu rrently a third
year medical student at the University 
of Washington and Andrew is working 
towards becoming a nurse ane sthetist 

� U I 0  
Class Representative - Nick Caraballo 
and Jillian Foss 

Calhy (James) 
Adams 
published her 
first novel, "This 
Is What It  Smel ls 
Like," with New 
libri Press, 
Washington. 

Hannah 
Middlebrook 
married Nick 
Edwards '11  in 
Chehalis, Wash., 
on J u ly 14. There 
were more 
than 30 Lutes in 

anendance at the wedding.  

Megan Galbrailh was recently promoted 
to production coordinator at Rhythm a n d  
H ues Studio i n  Vancouver, BC. 

20 I 
Class Representative- Caroline Olsen, 
Adam Slory and lynsey Tveil 

Jason Saunders was awarded second 
place, The American Prize i n  Composition 
( C h o ral-Sludent Div iS ion) ' 2012. He 
won this prize for several choral works 
that he submitted for consideration to 
The American Prize. All of the works 
he submitted were composed while 
attending PLU and most were recorded 
by PLU ensembles or singers. J a son 
is  currently attending the U niversity 
of Southern Cal ifornia as a master of 
music candidale i n  choral music, with 
a n  ex peeled graduation date of May 2014. 11==1 Winslon Xu 

is the co-owner of 
a new wineshop 
on Capitol Hill, 
Se attle, ca l led 
Essence Wine '�iI..1il Shop. It is a 

.. very unique wine 
shop that serves the local community 
and has wine from the river val leys of  

WaShington, Oregon, France, Italy, Spain,  
Portugal and Germany. 

20 l l  
Class Representative - Kelvin Adams and 
Caillyn Jackson 

Claire Smith joined the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps N o rthwest for a year of ful l-time 
volunteer service i n  EI Programa Hispano, 
Proyecta U N I CA, G resham, Ore. 

Future Lutes 
199Z 

Seattle, Wash. 

joined big sister, Elsa.  

Borge Steinsvik 
and his wife, 
Regina, 
welcomed 
daughter, Sofia, 
on Jan. 9 at 
Swedish Medica l  
Center in 

lisa McCormick 
and her husband, 
Calm, announced 
the birth of th eir 
son, Declan 
Thea McCormick 
Dela ney, on July 
24, 2010. Dec lan  

" .. -... Mary "Liz" Perez 
welcomed her 
son, Jason Cole 
Perez, on May 
1 7 .  Liz recently 
received her 
ma ste r's degree 
in  social work 

from U n iversity of  WaShington, Tacoma, 
in 201 1 .  

I II  7 
Sharon Hagerty and husband, Kevin 
West, welcomed their son, Gabriel Ray 
Wes!, on April 13, 20 1 1 .  

Krislin (Van 
Ness) Caslell ini  
and hUSband, 
Edward, 
welcomed 
their daughter, 
Samantha, o n  
Sept 1 2. 

Craig Vanail and 
wife, Margaret, 
announced the 
birth of their 
second d a ughter, 
Lucia Margaret 
Vattai!, on Nov. 
5, 201 1 .  

Selh Cooper a n d  h i s  wife, Gretchen, 
announced the births of  their second and 
third ch i ldren, lorelei Ruth and Cal ista 
Pearl, on Aug. 13. The family lives in 
Fairfax County, Va. Lorelei  and C alista are 

the beloved g randdaug hters of Delores 
(Holt  '69) and Ken Klubberud '67. For 
the past two years, Seth has worked 
as a research fellow at the Free State 
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Foundation, a free market-oriented 
think tank focusing on communications 
technology policy. 

Brianne 
(McQuaig) 
Vertrees and 
Brian Vertrees 
'00 welcomed 
the birth of their 
daughter, Everly 
Jane Vertrees 

on Jan. 6, 2012. Everly joins big brother, 
Lang ley. Brianne is a marketing and 
event  management, and Brian recently 
joined Naturipe Farms as  their Northwest 
a ccount manager. 

Stacie 
(Lintvedt) and 
Jason Hanson 
announced the 
birth of their ��=r1 d a ughter, Had ley 
Josephine 
Hanson, on July 

20. Hadley joins big sister, Ellery. 

Anna (Hall) 
Anderson and 
husband,  Joe, 
welcomed a baby 
boy, Eli Clark 
Anderson, born 
July 23. Eli joins 
big sister, Rachel 

Grace, who is 2 years old. Anna also just 
graduated with her master's of science in 
marriage and family therapy from Seanle 
Pacific University. 

continued 

the focus of research, and 
monitor expenditures. She 
became a vital part of the 
systems engineering career 
team and worked more 
closely with the researchers. 

"She knows how to get 
the best of out of them," 
said Deanna (Thorp '76) 
Nowadnick, Wold's longtime 
friend and college roommate. 
"It's a gift." 

Currently, Wold is parr of 
NASA's research division 
and works with the Federal 
Aviation Administration to 
facilitate the movement of 
planes through its airspace. 

Following the Challenger 
and Columbia disasters, 
there was a spike in security 
measures at NASA, and 
particularly in Wold's 
division. As a result, Wold has 

Jason Andrew 
a n d  wife, 
Carrie (Thorpe 
'05) Andrew 
announced the 
birth of their son, 
Jordan, on March 

- 27, 201 2. Jordan 
joins big brother, Carson. 

2004 

Emil ie IParron) 
and Nicolas 
George 
announced the 
birth of their 
daughter, Adelaide 
Poppy George, on 
Feb.  22, 2012. 

Solveig IBerg) 
Munson and 
Patrick Munson 
'05 welcomed 
the birth of their 
daughter, Jul ia  
Bergen Munson 

on D ecember 26, 201 1 .  Ju l ia  jo ins big 
brother, Graham, who is almost 4. 

McKenna 
IManion) and 
Brandon Kyriss 
announced the 
birth of their son, 
Aidan, on J u n e  
9.  McKenna 
graduated with her 

Ph.D .  i n  molecular  biology i n  Aug. 201 1 .  

Sheryl Wold '76 (far left) poses with 

a group  of her office colleagues and 

their children on NASA Family Day. 

been much more involved 
with the research side of 
NASA and keeping track of 
expenditures of government 
money for various projects. 
There's no way to predict 
what a day on the job will be 
like for Wold. 

Considering where life 
has taken Wold, you might 
never have guessed how her 
career path began. She looks 
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Benjamin and 
Marianne 
ISilveira) White 
c e l e b rated the 
bi rth of their son, 
Finnlei! Audun,  
on July 28,  in 
San Diego, Calif. 
Finnleif's middle 

name was given in honor of PLU Professor 
Audun Toven, who passed away in 
November 201 1 .  

Nov 27, 201 2. 

2012. 

1\ ) 

.2 I 
Zheng IGrace) Sun 
'05 and Katsushiro 
(Ken) Nakagawa 
'05 welcomed 
a baby boy, 
Muneshiro Ryan 
N a kagawa, on 

_0 J 
Kelsey (Dawson) 
Goodman and 
husband, Clarence 
Goodman IV, 
welcomed their 
daughter, E louise 
Faith, on Aug. 9, 

Blair IBrodie) and Ben Resare announced 
the birth of their son, Samu el, on S e pt. 17 .  

Ii 
Kelsey (Hauge) Scrupps a n d  husband, 
Ryan, welcomed son, Gavin,  on J an .  I I ,  

2012. 0 

back on her undergraduate 
years fondly. She knew right 
from the start PLU was the 
right place for her. After 
graduation, Wold went to 
graduate school at Portland 
State University to gain her 
masters degree in education 
with a concentration in 
counseling. She then went 
on to earn certification in 
personal management from 
Portland State in 1 9 86. 

As one of her closest friends 
and PLU college roommate 
for three years, Nowadnick 
said, "we knew early on that 
(psychology) was her first 
love." 

After graduating from 
Portland State, \\;1old worked 
in the counseling field for 
six years, helping kids and 
teens who had been sexually 

LUTE 
www.luteworld .plu.edu 

abused or had problems 
with addiction to chemical 
substances. However, this kind 
of work took its toll. Although 
she loved helping others, she 
realized that the psychology 
field might nor be the right 
place for her. 

"I wanted to do something 
with people who were happy 
to see me," she admitted. 

That's when Wold tOok 
the leap and applied for the 
position at NASA. 

Twenty years later, she 
couldn't be happier. 

"I t is a really fun place to 
work," said Wold of NASA. 

Wold resides in the foothills 
of San Jose, Calif., with her 
fiance, cwo horses and tWO 
mules. In her spare time, Wold 
enjoys trail riding with her 
fiance. IS] -Cassad)' Codtcr ' 14  



attaway lutes 
continued 

but rarely did he deal with the 
overwhelming nausea suffered by many patients undergoing chemotherapy. He 
felt so good, in fact, that he continued 
to play catch with his older brother 
Sam, h imself a former PLU baseball 
player and a 20 1 1  PLU graduate, and he 
also played with Sam on a recreational 
basketball team. 

When Beatty made appearances at 
early season PLU games in Portland, and 
later at home games on the Parkland 
campus, it buoyed the spirits of the 
players and PLU fans. 

"Throughout the whole process, 
Max would talk about how much he 
missed baseball," said fellow pitcher 
Nathan Shoup ' 1 3, Beatty'S friend and 
roommate. "I visited him a few times 
and each time he made me play catch 
with him in the driveway. As only 
Max would, he was work ing on his 
cutter. The guy was two months into 
chemotherapy and his ball was still 
alive. I bel ieve he could have pitched last 
season with chemotherapy. His talent 
and resiliency are things I have become 
in awe of in my four years knowing 
Max." 

Without Beatty, the 2012 Lutes 
finished 24- 1 6  overall and in th ird place 
in the Northwest Conference with a 
1 6-8 record. "His illness left a crater 
in our locker room," Shoup said. "We 
were probably a Max Beatty away from 
winning the NWC last season." 

With chemo treatments finally behind 
him, Beatty made his return to the 
pitcher'S mound during the summe r, 
playing his second consecutive season 
with the Corvallis Knights' summer 
wood-bat baseball team for college 
eligible student-athletes. 

Lacking stamina and trying to regain 
a feel for all of his pitches, Beatty took 
awhile to get back to where he had been 
the previous summer when he compiled 
a 6- 1 record in  helping the Knights to 
the West Coast League championship. 

In eight appearances, including seven 
starts, Beatty compiled a 2- 1 record, a 
4.0 1 earned run average. His 40.3 total 
innings p i tched ranked third on the 
team. While not as impressive as the 
previous summer, those numbers were 

downright unbelievable considering 
what he had gone through during the 
previous seven months. 

Even more encouraging than all of 
that for Beatty, however, was hearing 
from doctors early in the 20 1 2  summer 
season that he was cancer-free; blood 
work showed no traces of cancer in his 
body. "To hear that news," he said at the 
t ime, "is awesome." 

That was last summer. A couple of 
months later in October, Beatty was 
back with h is Lute teammates for fall 
practice. Then, on Feb. 4 at the PLU 
baseball field, Beatty was on the mound. 

He beat Concordia on that day, 
pitching cwo innings of shutout ball . 
Five days later in Arizona, he shut down 
Concordia (Texas), ranked No. 16 i n  
Divis ion III baseball, o n  five hits in  
eight inn ings. With cwo wins that week 
and an average of nearly 1 .5 strikeouts 
per inning pitched in those cwo starts, 
Beatty earned Northwest Conference 
Pitcher of the Week recognition. 

"It has been absolutely incredible 
having Max back out there," Shoup said. 
"It kind of JUSt feels right seeing him 
in a baseball uniform. H is return gives 
us the realistic possibility of going on 
a playoff run, not only because of his 
righ t arm, but because of his personality 
in the locker room and his leadership 
role. Baseball is a sport that you are 
su pposed to play relaxed and Max has 
mastered the fun part, but his drive 
to compete and win is something you 
don't see very often. I believe the team 
is s tarting to take on thar personal i ty 
as well. 

"He was my first real friend here at 
PLU and I cannot explain how proud I 
am of him. He went from preparing for 
the 20 1 2  Major League Baseball draft to 
chemotherapy. And just one year later 
he is in the same SpOt he was before 
cancer. I t's unbelievable. His  baseball 
career will likely continue after his time 
in Parkland, but  I can't imagine a better 
way to finish mine." 

With a four-pitch arsenal and a 
fastball in the low 90-mile-per-hour 
range (he touched 94 on the radar gun 
in Arizona), Beatty appears to be back 
to normal. Baseball America certainly 
th inks so, l isting the 6-foot-2-inch, 
220-pounder as its No. 2 prospect in 
Division III baseball. 

"Ultimately, it has been Max's drive 
to beat this disease, that has allowed 
h i m  to get back to doing the things 
he loves," PLU baseball coach Geoff 
Loomis said. "Pitching is one of those 
things, and he's good at it. He never 
dou bted that he would beat the cancer, 
and I never heard him say, 'Why me? 
Why did I get cancer)'" 

A recent battery of tests, including 
a blood draw and a CT scan, showed 
a clean bill of health, meaning Beatty 
won't have to go back for a checkup for 
another year. 

With professional SCOuts attending 
games with their radar guns and 
requesting information about the 
hard-throwing jun ior, the goal of a 
professional baseball career seems in the 
offing. 

That goal, however, is something for a 
later chapter. For Beatty, this particular 
chapter - and season - is about the 
team figh ting for, and winn ing, 
the Northwest Conference baseball 
championsh ip, and with it a berth in the 
NCAA Division III pos tseason playoffs. 

"The team goal is to win conference 
and advance to regionals and ultimately 
playing for a national championship," 
Beatty said. "PersonaJJy, I want to 
perform to the bes t of my ability and 
hopefully be able to enter and get 
selected in this June's MLB draft." 

And that would turn the page to the 
next chapter. 0 

-Nick Dalllso>J 
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calendar 
continued from inside cover 

Ap ril 1 8, 7 p.m. 

Jol ita Hyl l a nd Be nson Edu cation Lecture: 

D ig ita l  D ivid es, D ig ital  Lite raci es, and the 

Power and Potentia l  of Conne cted Learning 

Scand inav ian Cultura l  Center 

Apri l 1 9, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

A SurPLUs Swap P a rty 
S u rP LUs Wa rehouse 

Ap ri l 19, 2 p.m. 

B io l ogy D e partme nt Seminar: 
Anne Stevens, M D ,  PhD 
Rieke 1 03: Lera a s  Lecture H a l l  

Apri l 20, 5:30 p.m. 
P LU/U PS Saxo p h o n e  Concert 
Lagerq uist Concert H a l l  

April 21 , 3 p.m. 

Mu Phi Epsi lon 
Lagerq uist Concert H a l l  

April  21 , 8 p.m. 
B ritten Anniversary Festiva l 
Lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

Apri l 22, 6 p.m. 

Master of Science in Finance 
info rmation session 

Morken C enter 1 03: Public Events Room 

one-an-one 
continued from back page 

America and began attending monthly 
meetings in Seatcle and annual 
nationwide conventions, where, as you 
might expect from a group almost 
exclusively comprised of women, they 
were warmly welcomed into the fold. 

And, nacurally, they starred writing 
their own romance novels. 

It's been a couple of years now, and 
Gregson is still about  40 pages inro 
her novel. (Don't expect anything, she 
warns.) But from the standpoint of 
getting the dish on the people who 
write these extremely popular, yet often 
marginalized, novels - that's another 
srory. 

So far, Gregson and Lois have 
in terviewed more than 45 romance 
authors, agents, reviewers, publishers 
and editors - from New York Times 
bestselling authors to those who are on 
the cusp of publication. She has delved 
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April 23, 8 p.m. 

U niversity Chorale Home coming Concert 

Lagerquist Concert H a l l  

April  24, 3:30 p.m.  

D r. D avid Deacon-J oyner: 

" O rig ins  of Cou ntry Mus ic"  

G a rfi e ld  Book Company 

Commu nity Room 

April  25 - May 25 
Senior Ga l lery Exh ib ition :  " U nfilte re d "  

University G a l l e ry, I n g ra m  H al l  

April  26 & 27, 7:30 p.m. 

Dance 201 3  

Olson Aud itor ium 

April 26 & 27 
R elay for Life 

PLU Tra c k  

Apri l 26, 8 p.m. 

Stu d i o  Ser ies :  Wind and B rass Stud e nts 

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

Apri l  28, 3 p.m. 

R i c h a rd D .  Moe Organ Re cital  Ser ies:  

Catherine Rodlund 

La gerqu ist Concert H a l l  

into a l l  the  subgenres of this eype of 
commercial fiction - hisrorical romance, 
paranormal romance, romantic 
suspense, inspirational romance. Even 
Amish romance. (Really.) 

When Gregson starred the project, 
she assumed the subject matter would 
be squarely in her sex-and-gender 
wheelhouse. Essentially, she'd find oue: 
Who are these women who write these 
novels? And how do they decide co 
create the characters that they do? What 
she found, however, is  that romance 
authors aren't thinking about gender 
archeeypes. They just want to tell a 
compelling scory, like any author. 

That dead end, however, led Gregson 
down a diffe rent path - one that may 
be even more promising. She and Lois 
have been researching how these writers 
identify themselves, the stigmas they 
face, and the feminine culture they have 

Apri l 30, 8 p.m. 

University Singe rs & M e n 's Chorus 

La gerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 1 ,  8 p.m. 

University Concert B a n d  

Lagerquist Co ncert H a l l  

May 1 0, 2 p.m. 

Bio logy D e p a rtment Semin ar: 

J u l i a  Parrish, P h D  

R i e k e  1 03: Leraas Lecture H a l l  

May 2, 8 p.m. 

Keyboard Stu d e nts 

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

May 3,  5 p.m. 

Lute Loop 

Eastvold  Red S q u a re 

May 3, 8 p.m. 

Steel Pan a n d  Percussion Ensemble 

La g e rq u ist Concert Ha l l  

May 4, 3 p .m. 

Solvvinden Flute Ensemble  

Lagerquist Concert H a l l  

created among themselves. 
Gregson finds most interesting the 

idea of the stigmas associated with these 
novels. After all, she admits even she had 
her own before she read them. She 
knows her stigmas are hardly unique. 

"We've in terviewed New York Times 
bestsel l ing romance authors who 
stil l ge t cold, That is so great you are 
successful  at this; maybe someday you'll 
write a real book,»' Gregson said. 

Gregson will continue co dig inco how 
the authors deal with these slights, and 
how an entire professional group seeks 
co gird themselves against a common 
perception. 

In  the mean time, Gregson and Lois 
will continue their i nterviews and begin 
presenting their academic findi ngs. 
Just don't expect the novel anytime 
soon. mJ 

-Steve Hansell 



May 4, 5:30 p.m. 

PLUto n i c/ H E Rmonic  S u m m e r  Show 

Lagerqu ist Con c e rt Ha l l  

May 5, 8 p.m. 

G u itar Ens e m b l e s  

Lagerq u ist C o n c e rt Ha l l  

May 7,  10:30 a.m. 

I m perso nator John S a l i c c o  as a Sourdough 

d uring the K l o ndike Gold  Rush  

G a rfield Book Company 

Community Room 

May 8,  8 p.m. 

U niversity J azz Ensemble  

I nternational  Tou r  Preview Conc ert 

A n d e rson U n iversity Center 

May 9, 6 p .m. 

PLU M BA i nformatio n  session 

Room 1 03, Morken Center 

May 10, 1 1 ,  1 7, 18, 7:30 p.m. 

"The 25th An n u a l  Putnam 

C o unty Spe l l i ng  B e e "  

Stu dio Theater 

May 1 1 ,  9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

MESA Saturday A c a d e my 

Morken Center 

May 1 1 ,  1 - 5 p.m. 

Lolla PLUza 

G a rfield Street 

May 1 1 ,  8 p.m. 

Band Series :  Unive rsity 

Wind E n s e m b l e  

Lagerquist C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 12, 3 p.m. 

Composer's Forum 

Lagerqu ist Conc ert H a l l  

May 13, 6 p.m. 

Celebratio n  of Leaders h i p  

Anderson U n iversity Center 

May 1 5, 8 p.m. 

Stri n9 Ka le idoscope 

Lagerq u ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 16,  8 p.m. 

Stud io  Series: Piano Ensemble 

Lagerq uist C o n c e rt Ha l l  

May 1 9, 2 p.m. 

"The 25th Annual Putnam County Spel l ing Bee" 

Stud i o  Theater 

May 20, 6 p .m. 

M a ster of S c i e n c e  in Fi n a n c e  

information sess ion 

M o rken Ce nter: P u b l i c  Eve nts Room 

May 21 , 8 p.m. 

Camas Wind Qu intet 
Lagerqu ist Con c e rt H a l l  

May 25, 8 p.m. 

C o m m e n c e m e nt Cele bration Concert 

Lagerq u i st Concert Ha l l  

May 26 

201 3  Spr ing  Commencement 

Tacoma Dome 

June 3,  1 0:30 a.m. 

J o rdon H a n ssen on his trip a cross the 

o c e a n  in a rowboat 

Foss Waterway S e a p o rt's 

Wo rking Waterfront M a riti me Museum 

June 12, 1 1 :30 a.m. 

201 2  Fruit Festiva l 

Red S q u a re 

July 1 0, 1 1  :30 a.m. 

201 2  Fru it Festival 

Red Square 

July 1 1 .  7 p.m. 

J azz U n d e r the Stars 

M a ry Baker  Russell  

Amphitheater 

July 1 8, 7 p.m. 

Ja zz U n d e r  the Stars 

M a ry Baker  Russel l  

Amphitheate r  

July 25, 7 p.m. 

J azz Under the Stars 

M a ry Baker  Russel l  Amphitheater 

August 1, 7 p.m. 

J azz Under  the Stars 

M a ry Baker 'Russe l l  

Amphitheater 

August 7, 1 1 :30 a.m. 

201 2  Fruit Festiva l 

Red S q u a re 

August 8, 7 p.m. 

Ja zz U n d e r  the Stars 

M a ry B a ke r  Russel l  A m p h itheater 

August 15, 7 p.m. 

J a zz U n d e r  the Stars 

M a ry Baker Russell A m p h itheater 

August 1 6, 7 p.m. 

PLU n ig ht at the Ra i n iers 

Cheney Stad ium,  Tacoma 

September 9 

O p ening Convocation 

O l son Aud itorium 

October 1 1 -1 3  
H o m e coming 20 1 3  

Loc at ions a c ross 

c a m p u s  Gl 
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PLU Scene Address change: I f  this copy of Scene is  addressed to 

your son or daughter who no longer maintains a permanent address at 

your home, please not ify the Office of Alumni and Consti t uent Relations 

with his or her new mai l ing address. You can rea c h  us by phone at 

253-535-7415  or 1 -800-ALUM-PLU. You can also fax us at 253-535-8555 or 

e m a i l  alumni@plu.edu with the new information. Thanks! 

ODe - on - one 
H ave you ever re ad  a rom a n c e  n ove l?  

Professor of Sociology Joanna Gregson reads a novel b y  Nora Roberts, one of the highest-selling romance authors of all time. Gregson interviewed R oberts as 

part of her research on the writers of romance novels. 

t all started when a box of pink and 
lavender romance novels arrived 
at Professor of Sociology Joanna 

Gregson's office. 
The box came from a friend and 

fellow sociology professor with whom 
G regson had attended graduate school.  
It was in response to a conversation the 
two had a few days earlier: Have you 
ever read a romance novel? 

Gregson hadn't. And she would fully 
ad mit  that she was like many other 
people: She assumed romance novels 

were easy reads, brainless fo rmulaic pop. 
Then, the box of novels arrived. She 

read one.  And a research top i c  was born. 
Gregson and her friend, p rofessor 

Jennifer Lois of Western \Vash ingron 
Un ivers i ty, decided they wanted to 
study the writers of the romance genre, 
of which about 9S percent are women. 
Sure, the novels had been the s u bject of 
research - but, as Gregson would soon 
fi n d  our, nobody had s tudied the people 
who actually wrote them. 

" \Vhy hasn't it been studied?" Gregson 

asked herself. "Li ke a lot of work that 
women do,  I don't think i t  has been taken 
seriously as an occupation."  

For a sociologist who specialized 
i n  sex and gender i ssues, the subject 
seemed perfect. And as a field researcher 
- someone who conducts research on 
location first-hand - G regson knew she 
had to dive in, head first. 

So she and Lois joined the 10,000-
member-strong Romance Writers of 

continued un page 38 
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