


ca �e da 

J a n u a ry b rought severa l  days of snow and co ld  to c ampus,  but after mo nths of ra in ,  the s u n s h i n e  was a p p r e c i ated.  Here,  the statue of M a rtin Luther  i n  Red 
S q u a re is  h i g h l i g hted by snow and the setting winter sun .  

M AR C H  

Through March 23 

Facu lty Showcase 

U n iversity G a l l e ry 

March 18, 2 p.m. 

The G l ass M e n a g e ri e  

Eastvold Audito r i u m  

March 1 8, 3 p.m. 

Two Sides of th e Rose 

El iza beth B rown, 

l ute and g u itar  

Lag e rq u ist Conc ert H a l l  

March 18, 2 p.m. 

Nord ic  D a n c e  Class 

C h ris Kn utzen  H a l l  East 

March 19, 7 p.m. 

D a le E. Benson Lecture i n  Bus i ness and 

E c o n o m i c  H istory Series  

Professor R i c h a rd R .  J o h n ,  U n iversity of 

I l l i no is at Chi c a g o  

S c a n d i n avi a n  C u ltura l  Center 

March 20, 8 p.m. 

University Symphony 

Orchestra with 

stu dent solo ists 

La g e rqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

March 22, 8 p.m. 

U n ivers ity Wind Ensemble  Co n c ert IV 

La gerq u i st Conc ert H a l l  

AP R I L  

April 1 ,  1 5, 22, 29, 4 p.m. 

N o rd i c  D a n c e  C l asses 

Chris Knutzen Hal l  East 

April  2 - May 4 

B e a  G el l e r, p hotographer  

U n ivers ity G a l l ery 

April 3, 6 p.m. 

M BA Exe c utive Leadersh ip  

Ser ies Ray H e a c ox ' 76, 

p res ident and  genera l  

m a n a g e r  of Be lo  Se attle 

Morken 1 03 

April 3, 8 p .m.  

Gina G i l l ie ,  g u est Fren c h  horn 

Lagerqu ist Con c e rt H a l l  

Apri l  5, 8 p .m.  

Ensembles from Choir  of the West 

Lagerqu ist Con c e rt H a l l  

April 10, 8 p .m.  

R e g e n cy Str ing  Quartet 

La g e rq u ist C o n c ert H a l l  

April  1 2, 5 p.m. 

KPLU Art of Jazz 

Seattl e  Asia n  Art Museum 

Apri l  12, 6 p.m. 

Artist's R e c e pt ion :  Bea G e l ler  

U n ivers ity G a l l e ry 

April 1 3, 3 p.m. 

"Fore ign ,  D i rect I nvestme nt, 

I nfrastru ctu re and  G l o b a l izatio n :  

Theoreti c a l  a n d  E m p i ri c a l  Ana lysis" 

Peter Ng 'ang 'a  

Xav ier  1 50 (oMit'/ied Oil ! flside b<ICll. cotJer 
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Sus�abilrty takes root 
in' the dining hall 

ommirred srudenrs are raising 
rhe profile of whar was once a 
niche movement - food sus rain-

abili ry - on campus. 
Seniors Rachel Esbjomsen and J.P. 

Keml11ick spenr rhe summer researchi.ng 
PLU's food pracrices, including rhe ori­
gins of food served on campus, the 
virtues of locally produced food versus 
organic food, and, ultimarely, how food 
waste is disposed. 

The rwo, along with ASPLU and the 

student group G rass Roots 
Environmenral Action Now (GREAN), 

displayed c11eir findings and kicked off 
the 2006-07 academ ic year wirh the 
first O rganic Local Foods Fai r  in  late 
Seprember. The fai r  featured a meal 
made entirely of food that was pro­
duced locally and organically) and pm­
vided informarion aboll[ whar food sus­
tainabi l i ty is and how ro rake action. 

Esbjornsen received a SusrainabiLty 
Fellowsh ip ro investigate how ro creare 
a cul cure of susrainabiJicy on campus in 
regard ro food. Meanwhi le, as  the Stu­
denr susrainabi l i ry inrern for Di ning 

Services, Kemmick's work focused 
di recrly on how ro reduce food wasre 
rhrough compos ring. 

\Vhi le Esbjornsen researched how to 
increase rhe amount of local and organic 
food available on campus, Kemmick 
studied how composring would help 
reduce food wasre in  Dining Services. 
Mosr of the food being rossed could be 
composred, he said. 

Kemlllick said he rhinks composting 
would be an easy change ro make because 
it simply involves plaoing the organ.ic wasre, 
like vegerables from the salad bar, inro a 

colllposring bin instead of a trash can. 
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University recycling 
campaign nabs 
national press 

LU's " Can the Can" campaign 
was featured in the "Short 
Subjeccs" section of The 

Chronicle Df HI gher Education, the lead­
ing natiDn;11 publ ication for higher edu­
cation. The arcicle noted that the cam­
paign was held in an effoIT co boost 
PLU's institutional recycling rate from 
around 65 percent, as it is roday, (() over 
80 percell[ within five years. 

T he campaign sou ght volumeers CO 
trade in their office trash cans for small ,  
1 .5-1iter desktop containers. The smaller 
containers provide far less capacity for 
garbage, and were intended to serve as a 
visual and practical reminder that nearly 
l'verythlIlg that crosses a PLU emplo)!ce's 
desk during the da)' can be recycled. 

About half of PLU's 674 full-time 
e mployees participated in the campaign. 

Women's Center 
gets new digs 

he Women's Center officially 
opened its doors at its new loca­
tion in early Novem ber - a house 

situated on 1 2 1st Sn'eet SDuth behind 
Ordal and Ingram halls. 

The space includes a larger l iving room 
with new furniture and a fireplace, and a 

separate library and meeting room that 
will  allow visitors to use the Internee. 
The new location also provides space for 
two new employees. Last year, the center 
received a federal grant to expand its 
programming to include a Men Against 
Violence project coordinator and a vic­
tim's advocate. Jonathan Grove and 
Jennifer Warwick were hired, but the old 
cemer didn't h ave enough room for 
both of them. 

The new space wil l allow the Women's 
Center staff CO expand the activities it 
provides, according to Bobbi Hughes, 
director of the cemer. It provides flexi­
bility by allowing two groups to meet 
at the same time - one in the living 
room and one in the library. 

Students tapped by 
local paper to cover 
Gore event 

leven PLU students joined Cheryl 
Dell, pubLisher of Tacoma's daily 
newspaper, The News Tribune, at 

the paper's suite in Key Arena for a live 

www.plu.edu/scene 

Staff members B o b b i  Hughes, Jonathan Grove 
a n d  Jenn i fe r  Warwick  moved in to the new 
Women's Center i n  November. 

presentation of Al Gore's now-famous 
talk about global warming in late 
October. 

The former vice presidenr cold the 
thousands gathered that saving the 
world from global warming is a moral 
issue, not a political one. Gore used a 
big-screen slide show to d.emonsrrate 
how the h llman race is harming the 
Earch, and how climate change could 
eventually make the planet unsuitable 
for human life. The prese.ntation \Vas 

ce n e  

Online news 
easy to find. 

o LINE 

FI N D  O UT A B O UT PLU a l u m n i  m a king 

a l iv ing in  the ente rta inment i n d u stry, 
catch u p  with six freshman profi led  

back in  2004, now o n  the c u s p  of 

g ra d u ation, a n d  re a d  a bout the Wang 

Cente r for I nternati o n a l  Prog ra m's fifth 

a n nive rsa ry at Scene O n l ine .  

www.plu. edu/scene. 
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here & no\ I 
continued 

the basis for the movie "An 
I nconvenienr Tru th . "  

� n  exchange for the tickets, the Stll­
denrs were asked to blog on the paper's 
edi rorial Web page, and the paper ran a 
full-length op-ed p iece by Amber Morley 
'07 in its p rin t  edition. In i t, Morley 
acknowledged that most of the atten­
dees at the Monda)'-nigh t event were 
probabl)' already co nvens to " the 
church o f  cl imate change concern,"  but 
co ncluded that shoring up suppon 
thro ugh a pep-rally type evenr does no 
ha rm . 

A g roup of PLU students was invited to blog for 
Tacoma's daily newspaper following the Gore 
event. 

("(The environmental 

movement needs everyone it 
can ge� but ever)! small action 

contributes to a change in the 

system, J)_ Amber Morley )07 
"The environmental movement needs 

everyone i t  can get, but every small 
actton conrributes to a change i n  the 
system," Morley wrOte. "So for Gore's 
sermon, perhaps the choir is a gracious 
aud ience enough . "  

Students had r o  apply r o  attend the 
evenr, and the process resulted in Stll­
denrs fro m  a variety o f  majors, from 
biology to poli tical science, 

The evenr left man)' students i nspired 
and searching for how th e), can person­
ally i m prove the envi ron ment.  

" Hopefu lly you can starr a small reac­
tion, which will end in a bigger p rod­
uct," said Jennifer Hen richsen '07. 

B)' Breailne Coats '(}7 
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Students go global 
m January 

tudents pa rtici parcd in 19 cours­
es in  1 7  d i ffcrcnr counrries d u r­
i ng ]-Term 2007, and faculry and 

students i n  s ix courses were selected to 
blog about their ex periences on the 
PLU Web s i te.  

The studenrs who posted to the blog 
were asked to respond to fou r  
questions regard i ng stereo­
types, values, worldview 
and daily l i fe. Students' 
responses to these ques­
tions, along wi th submis­
sions on topics o f  thei r 
choice, photos and comments 
posred to blog enrries by fa mily and 
friends, can be viewed at http.//study­

alllayplu.edu. 

The questions were intended ro lay 
the gro undwork for the "World 

Conversations: Voices from Around the 
Globe" evenr on campus in late 
February. The two-day series o f  panel 
discussions,  guest speakers, musical 
performance and food from around the 
world b rought studenrs, faculty and 
staff together with the Pierce Counry 
communiry to d iscuss issues of j ustice, 
heal th, sustainabiL i ty and peace. 

" I t  was exciting to hold an evenr that 
provided the opportuniry to 

mine the de pths of inrerna-
tional experience we have 

right here on campus," 
said Neal Sobania, d.i .rec­

to r of rhe Wang Cenrer 
fo r Inrernarional Programs. 

"Om facu l ry, staff and Stll­
denrs are excellent sources on so very 
many global issues because, to a large 
extent, they've really been our tn the 
world and know what they are talking 
abo ut." 

KPLU names  new genera l  m a n a g e r  
PAU L  STA N KAV I C H  has  been  named the n ew g e n e r a l  man­

a g e r  of KPLll, s u c ceed ing  M a rtin Neeb .  N e e b  recently 

retired after more than 25 years at the statio n .  

Sta n kavich,  60, l eft h i s  post a s  p resid ent and g e n e r a l  m a n ­

a g e r  of Alaska P u b l i c  Media  in  AnchGrage t o  t a k e  t h e  j o b .  

In  h is former post, he oversaw day-to-day ope rations of the 

Alaska Pub l ic  Radio Network, KAKM-TV and KSKA-FM. 

" KPLU is one  of the natio n's prem i e r  p u b l i c  ra d i o  stat ions and one wh ich, i n  my j u d g ­

ment, is t h e  best jazz a n d  information station i n  t h e  wor ld ,"  Sta n kav ich  sa id .  " I t  is a 

pr iv i lege to jo in  the KPLU team."  

Sta nkav ich  i s  no stra n g e r  to  the  P a c if ic  Northwest. Pr ior  to  h is work i n  Al aska, he 

wo rked in  m a n a g ement for N o rthwest Publ ic R a d io a n d  Te lev is ion (an a ff i l iate of 

WSUl ,  i n  Be l l i ngham and at KZAZ in B e l l i n g h a m. H e  is a graduate of B owling Green 

State Un ive rsity. 

N e e b, who started working at KPLU in 1 98 1 ,  g uided the progression of K PLU-FM from 

a c lass ica l  m u s i c  format to jazz and m a d e  it a premier member  of N at ional  Pub l i c  

Rad io ,  heard by m i l l i ons  from Victoria, B . C., to  Astoria, Ore . ,  a n d  around the  world 

on l ine .  

N ee b  continues  to l e a d  a fund-ra is ing campaign for the construction of a new broad­

c a st c e nter on the PLU c a m pus.  It wi l l'  rep lace  the c u rrent overcrowded a n d  o utdat­

ed ma in  KPLU stud i o  fa c i l it ies - the same fa c i l ities the station has been in  s i n c e  it 

went on the air 40 years ago .  For m o re informati o n  on the campa ign  or  to l isten to 

K P LU l ive on the I nternet, vis it www. kp/u. org. 



Watada leaves students 
with mixed feelings 

hen LL Ehren \lVatada entered 
Nordquist Lecture Hall in 
mid-January, more than 1 5 0  

students, faculty, staff and cOlllmun ity 
members met him with a mixed reaction 
- some in open support and others i n  
qu iet disapproval. 

Watada, who gained national promi­
nence when he  refused [0 deploy to Iraq 
in June 2006 witll his Fc. Lewis, Wash .­
based u nit,  was i nvi ted [0 speak following 
a screen i ng of the documentary " Sir !  
No, Sir ! "  by Students for Peace and 
the Department of Languages and 
Literatu res. 

Watada faced court martial for refusing 
to deploy with his unit last summer. His 
refusal was based on his  brlief that the 
lVar is " i 111 moral and il legal," and his pres­
entation at PLU focused on the s imilari­
ties he sees betwcen the Iraq \Var and thc 
Vietnam \Var. 

Students expressed a wide range of 
opi nions on Watada's refusal to deploy, 
and the audience included members of 
Students for Peace alongside ROTC 
cadets. But the responses did nor neces­
sarily break down along pred ictab le l ines. 

Srudent Jon Atkins said while Wacada 
has a valid poim, he still  signed up to be 
an officer in the Army. 

"In my personal o pi n ion, regardless of 
his views, you sign up for a dury," Arkins 
said. "If ir's to pick up garbage, you pick 
up garbage . If ir's to deliver mail, you 
deliver rhe mail, and so on. You don't 
decide when not to do you r  du ry." 

The fi lm "Sir !  No, S ir !"  was made up 
of i merviews wi rh Vietnam vererans and 
depicted the am,i-wat movemem by sol­
di ers during rhe Viernam War. During the 
Viernam War, Watada said, the armed 
services i m ploded because "the mili tary 
policy was morally wrong and i llegal." 

Stud em Tracy Rauk said listening to 
Watada speak was empowering because of 
his age - he's 28 - and his wil li ngness to 
take a stand for what he believes in, even if 
that means taking on the U.S. government. 

"It's one thing to see (d issent) on a doc­
u memary, and i t's another to see ir wirh 
you r  peers," Rauk said.  rm 

PLU faculty and staN. includtnQ Director 01 
Student Involvement and Leadership Eva 
Johnson. were recognized lor outstanding work, 

Faculry. staff and admini!itrarors 
were honored ror [ hd r  service to rhe 
uniwr'irr at rhe annual Chrisrmas 
Lunche( n on Dec. 1 4. Terry 
Bennett, Eva Frey Johnson, Nancy 
Shonk and Ross Winters received 
Disringuished Staff and 
Admi n isud,tor awards. Tht.' un iversity 
also hon red six facuh-y members for 

lItsmnding accompl ishments in five 
areas: tea hi ng. ervice, research . 
mentoring and advising. Nomi nated 
by thei r peers. rhe reci pients f this 
year's Facu lry Excellence Awards were 
Craig Fryhle, chemisrry; Ann 
Kelleher. pol i t ical science; Sid Olufs. 
political sciencl'; Samuel Torvend. 
religion: Clifford Rowe, com m unica­
ri n; and Fern Zabriskie. busine s. 
For more on each individual. go t 

"ttp: . 11/iII'S.plll.edll/twdt·j 1428. 

VOICE INSTRUCTOR'S RECORDING 

RECEIVES POSITIVE REVIEW 

PLU voice i nstructor Janeanne 
Houston's new recording, "The 
Shining Pia-e." received a glowing 
review in rhe J umal of Singing. 
HOU5r n released the 26-song record­
ing i n  January 2006. 

LATVIA HONORS PLU BUSINESS 

DEAN EMERITUS 

Gundar King. 
dean emeritus of the 
PLU Schl101 f 
Business, has been 
recognized by the 
narion of Latvia for 
oursranding civil 

mt.'rit, Duri ng a June ceremony in 
Riga, President Vai Vi�e-Freil er�a 

cl'lI1fened \1Il Ki ng rhl! Offi:er Rank 
of Latvia's Three tar Order. It is thc 
h ighest award for sl'lvice to rhl' 
Latvian state, 

HALVORSON RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS 

FEUOWSHIP 

Michael Halvorson, assi ran e pro­
fessor lfhistory, was awarded a 

three-month research and rravel fel­
lowship .It the Herzog Augu 'c 
Bibl iotht'k i n  Wolfenbi.irrel. 
Germnny for hi work on r!!'lations 
berwt'cn Lutherans and )t'w in bu'-
1 6th enru ry Germany. The highly 
competitive award wlll  fun f work tor 
a forrhcom i ng vlliume \If ssays enti­
r1ed " Defining Community in Earlr 
Modem Europe," ediccd by 
Halvorson and Karen Spierling. 

STORM NAMED EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

Marriage and 
ramily Therapy pro­
fessor Cheryl Stonn 
was named Educawr 
of the Year by th� 
Washington 
A ociauon for 

Marriage and rami ly Therapr i n  
2006. She has w rked at PLU f� r 
over 20 years and i the editor of the 
"jl1urnal f Sysremic Therapies." 

TANG MADE FEUOW OF APS 

Ph) ics profe!;sor 
Kwong-Tin Tang 
wa., elected a �dlow 
of the American 
Physical SocieC)' tor 
"st!1Tlinai theoretical 
contributions t our 

understanding or interm Jecular 
forces, which gt vern the pr pertics 
of gases, mosr liquids and insulator 
. olids," accordi ng to the socicty's 
- icari n. 
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Ac a d e m i c s  pre p a re c a d ets for tho u g htfu l  serv i c e  

Sophomore philosophy majo r  Marshall Hughes, an ROTC cadet, sits i n  Paul i�e Kaur in's m ilitary eth ics cou rse. 
c lass leads to i nteresting d iscussions. 

hen Pauline Kamin guest lec­
tures in PLU's Reserve 
Officcr Train ing Corps' SCIl­

ior mil itary science course, she doesn't  
discuss individual ethical values. I nstead, 
she addresses the ethics behind combat 
siruations mallY cadets will  l i kely face 
afrer grad uation .  

Kamin is  a vis iti ng phi losophy p rofes­
sor with an academic specialty in mili­
tary ethics , and she regularly lectures in 
the ROTC courses. 

The ROTC is  an elective curriculum 
that students take along with thei r 
required college courses, and the stu­
denrs major in any discip l i ne chey 
choose. Ta ught by current Arm)' officers, 
the program includes m i l itary science 
courses that develop leadership skil ls and 
teach mil itary tactics, mi l itary trai ning 
exerciscs at Fort Lewis and regular physi­
cal tra i n ing sessions. Students in the pro­
gram are referred co as cadcts . 
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More than 80 stude.nts are currently 
i nvolved i n  PLU's ROTC program. When 
the cadets graduate, they are commis­
sioned i nto the Army as second lieu­
tenants, the lowest ranking officer posi­
tion. They are required to serve eight 
years in exchange for their  degree. 

A key concern of cadets i s  how to dif­
ferentiate between enemy fighte.rs and 
c ivi lians on the battlefield, a major issue 
in both the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, 
Kaurin said. And if it's u nclear who the 
ene m)' is, cadces wonder how soldiers 
protcct thcmselves and do their job while 
adhering to i nternational and do mestic 
l aws govcrn i ng warfare -- especially when 
the enemy blatantly violates those laws . 

Kau rin doesn't have all the answers. 
"1\ lot of what I talk [0 them about is 

how arc you goi ng to figure Ollt these 
things and how arc you going to figure 
o u t  what to do," KaLIl-in said. 

The academic structure and mission of 

PLU gives ROTC cadets the foundation to 
analyze complex mil itary problems and 
find answers, she said. The u n iversity'S 
general educac,ion requirements cover a 
variety of discipl ines that expose cadets to 
a wide range of perspectives, l ike phi loso­
phy and religion cou rses that tackle ethics 
and questions about the deeper meani ng 
of l i fe. 

"The broader the educarion they have, 
the better equ ipped they are to deal with 
peop le in different s i tuations," Kalil-in 
said. 

This becomes especially i mportant over­
seas, where the success of a mission can 
hinge on unde rs tand ing the cuscoms and 
beliefs of a diffe rent culture, Kauri n  said. 
At PLU, aU students are exposed to a vari­
ety of perspectives, bel iefs and cultures, so 
they are more aware of the nuances and 
able to respond accordingly. 

According to Lr. Col. Gillian Boice, 
director of the ROTC program at PLU, 



Cadet Amy Forza '08, a politica l  science major, chats with fellow students in Red Square last Dec ember. 

"The PLU ed ucation structure ,  and what i t  
values as far as a l ifetime of thoughtfu l  
inquiry, but also voca tion, global aware­
ness and cultural  diversi ty, that's huge for 
someone who is going co be i n  any profes­
sion, but especial ly in the mil itary because 
our students are going co interact with a 
lot of people fro m diverse cultu res . " 

A l l  cOll1 missioned Army officers must 
have a bachelor's degree. I t  ensures the 
o fficers arc well-rounded ind ividuals and 
able to adapt to solve both h uman and tac­
tied problems, Boice explained. 

Cadet Renee McE lroy '08 is majoring in 
political science. 

"A well-rounded education is more 
i mportant now because warfare is more 

unconvenrional," McElroy said. "You have 
to be able to solve problems outside of the 
box, and with a wel l-rounded education, 
you're better able to solve those prob lems . " 

PLU's cadets hail  from a variety of back­
grounds. Some are active duty sold iers and 

Iraq \var veterans, others are fresh out of 
high school, and still others are pan of a 
reserve unit. This range of experience 
can lead to imeresting class discussions, 
especiall�' between cadets and 110[1-

cadets. 
"As a group,  (ROTC cadets) arc more 

focused on current matters and what i t  
means, based on personal experience and 
their ca.reer choice . . .  (hey know they 
need to pay attention to world affairs 
more than others," said political science 
professor Sid Olufs. Cadets madc up 
one-third of his j-Term course called 
" PoLi tics of the War in I raq." 

[n her "MiL i tary Ethics" course, Kaurin 
has seen the differing pers pectives 
between cadets and n on-cadets as well, 
and the discussions are often frui tfu l. 

" I n  most classes, 1 think it tends to be 
a very creative tension because people 
who don't have m il itary experience can 
hear from people who have been there or 

who will be there," she said. 
On the n ip side, ROTC cadets 

also have the opportun ity to 
hear the perspectives of those 
ou tside the mi l itary. I t's benefi­
cial for the cadets to learn, espe­
cially because the military serves 
[he civi l ian society, Kamin said. 

When cadets are comm is­
sioned into the Army as second 
lieu tenants, thei l' duties mi rror 
those of a "mini-CEO," Boice 
said. In that position, rhe cadets 
will be in charge of leading, 
coo rdinaring and motivating a 
platoon of 30 soldiers and 
roughly $ 1  mill ion worth of 
equi pmen r.  

"Most college graduates don't 
step into that role - a leadership 
role - right away," Boice said. 

In general, cadets don't 
choose a major that will d irectly 
relate to their job with the 
Army, said cadet Michael 
Harper '07. Harper is pursu ing a 
degree i n  geosciences but will be 

trained as a helicopter pilot when he's 
commissioned this May. 

However, h is academic experience at 
PLU has cultivated his time manage­
ment and communication skills ,  which 
will directly transfer [0 both his mil itary 
and civi lian careers. 

In addition to h is  nOTC commit­
ments, Harper is j uggling an academic 
course load and personal l ife. Ir  takes a 
lot of self-discipline [0 get everythi ng 
done because m uch of h is  after school 
time is spent on ROTC-related rasks, he 
explained. 

Harper added that giving class presen­
tations h as proved beneficial by honing 
his  research, presentation and commu­
n ication skills.  Refining these ski lls will 
make him be a berter officer. 

"As a l ieutenant in charge of 20 to 40 
people, you h ave to coordinate their l ife 
issues," he said. "You're the one that 
stands behind them when they're i n  
trouble, and you 're there t o  pat them on 
the back when they do well . "  [ID 

By Meg,w Haley 
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RONAN ROON EY, a triple-m ajor in h istory, re l i gion and 
psychology, plan s to enter gradu ate school and then return to a 
s ma l l  town l ike Wra ngel "  Alaska, his  hometown. " I  l ea rned that 
I ' m better off in a sma l l  town, " he said .  

ASH A  AJ MAN I fi nished h e r  French a n d  biol ogy degrees a 
semester early - pretty good for someo ne who, as a fresh man,  
said her majors "cha nged weekly. " From Los Gatos, Ca l if. , she isn't 
sure what the future holds - b ut sooner or later, it wi l l  proba bly 
I nclUde g rad uate sch ool, most l i kely in  med icine. 

K R ISTI NA U F E R. who came from j ust across town to study 
biol ogy, found that she was most i nte l l ectua l ly  sti mulated in her 
ph i losophy classes. She majored i n  both d isc ip l i nes, and plans to 
get her master's in teach ing secondary science. 

AARON L E D E S MA considered tra nsferr i ng to a n other 
school,  but he's g l ad he stuck it  out - he wi l l  double-major in h is­
tory and Spanish - and cou nts h i s  Oaxaca, Mexico, study-away 
experience as among the best in h is l ife. He p lans  to go back to his 
hometown of Brewster, Was h ., and teach high schoo l .  



J . P. K E M M I CK wil l  receive his  deg ree ih Eng l ish 
writ i ng with the hope of la u nching a writ i ng ca reer. Afte r 
grad uation, he wants to r ide h is  bi ke to Mexico - after that, h e  
asks. "Who knows? "  Whateve r it is, it wi l l  l i ke ly  h a ppen i n  
Portland o r  Seattle, far from h is B i l l ings, Mont ., hometown. 

DO HAN SON G, from Spanaway, Wash.,  ea rned a degree 
i n  b usi ness adm m istration, somet h i ng he k new he wa nted to do 
si nce enteri ng PLU . He graduated a semester ea rly with a n  empha­
sis in market ing ma nagement, ski l ls h e  has been using as busi ness 
sa les manager at Best Buy in Puya l l u p, Wash.  

BY S T E V E  H A N S E N  I P H O T O S  BY J O R D A N  H A R T M A N  ' 0 2  

yea rs 
l ate r . . .  

I n  the Summer 2004 edition 

of Scene, we followed six fresh­

men students as they progressed 

through their first year. Nearly three 

years later, they are now about to graduate -

in fact, two of them received their diplomas this past 

December, after three and a half years of study. We 

thought we'd check back with them to see what 

they've learned and how they've changed, now that 

they have completed - or nearly completed - their col­

lege careers. To read the original story in Scene, visit 

www.plu.edulscenelissueJ2004lsummerifeaturesifindi 
ng-themselves.html. 

A LOT CAN CHAN G E  IN TH REE YEARS. That's pa rt icular ly 
true if ,  du r i ng those three years, you went from be i ng a 
col lege freshman to a co l lege g rad uate. The six students 
who were profi led as fresh men in the Summer 2004 edi­
t ion of Scene wo u ld certa i n ly agree with that. 

But despite those changes, there are defin ite s i m i lar ities. 
All six wil l  g radu ate, or have g rad uated . Most changed 
their majors at least once. Most a re friends with, but not 
close to, their freshma n-year roommates. Most, but not a l l ,  
said they participated i n  a n  " a l l -n ighter" - although m ost 
of those a l l-n ighters had more to do with something other 
than cra m m i ng for a n  exa m or f i nish i ng a paper. 

Al l  of the students pa rtici pated in at least one study-away 
cou rse - a l l  told, the group made it to five of the seven 
co ntinents (they only m i ssed Africa and Austra l ia) .  They a l l  
fou n d  t h e  experience formative, a lthough not for the 
same reasons. " 1  spent al l  my t ime i n  Japan t h i n k i ng about 
I ra q, " sa id  Ronan Rooney. "1  thought about how we were 
once at wa r with this cou ntry and, sti l l ,  they treat us so 
wel l .  I kept wondering if it wou l d  ever be that way i n  
I raq . "  

» 
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yea rs 
l ater . . .  

Aaron Ledesma s a i d  hi s opport u n ity to study for a semes­
ter in Oaxaca, Mexico, with Associate Professor of S pan ish 
Ta mara W i l l iams, was one of the most pivotal mom ents i n  
h i s  academic career. For Ledesma - who, as a fresh man, 
considered h i m self shy a n d  even thought a bout tra nsfer­
r ing to a n other col lege - it .is dear the experience, pa rticu­
larly the people he met and l ived with, had a n  i n d e l i b l e  
i m pact on h i s  l ife. I n  fact, as w e  d iscussed the cu rrent pol it­
ical u n rest that was tak ing p lace in M exico's southern 
state, h e  smi led and sa i d :  "I wish I was there now. " 

Asha Aj m a n i ,  who t raveled to Antarct ica, C h i l e  a n d  

Argentina o n  o n e  t r i p, a n d  t o  Mart i n i q u e  for an other, 
s u m s  it up s imply:  " I  wou l d n't trade my study a b road expe­
r i ences for anyth i n g . "  

F o r  the most part, t h e  students were eq u a l l y  i nvolved here 
on ca m p us.  

Aj mani, who o r i g i n a l l y  f igu red she'd be studying at PLU as 
prep for medica l  schoo 'l ,  foun d  herself fo l l owing other p u r­
suits, i n c l u d i n g  photog raphy, ulti mate Frisbee and Frenc h .  

Krist ina Ufer p l ayfu l ly s i g hs in what might b e  a "wh at-was-

I-th i n k i n g ? "  moment as she describes choos i n g  to be a res­
i d e nt assistant - d u ri n g  her se n i or yea r. " Someti mes it is 
h a rd to relate to the problems of my res ide nts, " she sa id,  
s m i l i n g .  " It is hard to re late to the fresh m a n  mental ity. " 

B ut even as she said th is, it is c lear  she does enjoy the expe­
rience. She l i kes the co m m u n ity - she was h a l l  p resident 
the previ ous yea r in H inderl ie - and that was something 
she fe lt  she co u l d  bring to her current students. 

As a freshman, Do Han Song spoke of " be lin g a rea l estate 
tycoo n, " and dr iv ing home " to one of my several estates 
around the country. " That enth usiasm - and d r ive -
enabled h i m  to work someti mes as much as 30 h o u rs a 
week d u r ing schoo l .  Now, Song t h i nks he' l l  u lt imately 
teach col lege-level busi ness - something he att r i b utes, in 
pa rt, to m a ny PLU professors who made an i m pact on h i m .  
" I  defin itely l ea rned a t  PLU a n d  i n  l ife that y o u  have t o  b e  
proactive t o  a poi nt, " sa id Song, " but a l so be reactive to 
take a dvantage of o pport u n ities . "  

J . P. Kemm ick was l i ke most stu dents d u ri ng his freshman 
year, d igging into i ust a bout every acti vity he cou l d  f ind .  



For Kem m ick, that hasn't changed.  He sti l l  p l ays on h i s  u lti­
mate F r isbee tea m, wrote for and staffed Saxifrage, PLU's 

l i terary magazine, a n d  was active with the c l u b  Students 
for Peace . His senior year, he was president of the student 
environ mental c l u b, and for his efforts h e  spent his days 
elbow deep in d iscarded food in the U .c. as 
part of a "food audit ."  

" I ' m a l l  about the extra-curric u l a r  activi­

t ies . "  K e m m i c k  pa used, and made an 
i m porta nt d isti ncti o n  between c l ass-lea rn­
ing and the h i g h e r- lea r n i n g  experience in 
gen era l .  'T m a l l  about college - n ot neces­
sa ri ly sch ool . "  

Now Rooney i s  m u c h  more i nterested i n  pursu i n g  a l ife of 
the m i n d .  " Psychol ogy d id n 't fi l l  the a ppetite, so I l ooked 
i nto some oth e r  d isc i p l i n es, " h e  said, n oting that h e  plans 
to tr ip le major i n  psychology, rel i g i on a n d  h i story. " I  
l ove academ ics. I n  academics, it i sn 't i m portant that a ques­

t i o n  d oesn 't a l ways g et a n swered -
j ust that it is asked. I j ust l i ke asking the 
questions ."  

The des i re to pursue graduate ed ucation 

seems to be a common i nterest. Aj m a n i ,  

Rooney, Led esma, U f e r  and S o n g  a l l  have 
p lans  to e n ro l l  at the g rad uate level .  Ufer is 

somewhat p h li l osoph ica 'l a bout that. " It 
took me a long ti me at PLU to f ind some­

one that actu a l l y  didn't want to g o  to g rad 
schoo l , "  she reca l l ed .  "This  person said to 

me ' I ' m  done with sch ool .  I ' m  g o i n g  to get 
a job. '  In some ways, I envy that so m u ch . "  

This  type o f  sentiment i s  s i m i l a r  with the 
sen iors.  ,In many ways, th ey've prog ressed 
through the l ea rn i n g  cu rve of u n iversity 

c lasses and through the meat g r i nd e r  of 
activities, f ri e nd-ma k i n g  and dorm life that 
is a n  esse ntia l part of every student's edu­
catio n .  T h ey've prog ressed beyond the f i rst 
stage of d iscovering themse l ves and,  once 
ide ntified, they have moved o n  to nour ish­
i n g  that newfo u n d  self.  

OriIJinal feature can be found in The group is relatively phi losop h ica l about 
the Summer 2004 issue at the i r  time at PLU, as wel l .  Two of the s i x  

www.plu.edu/$ctmelissue/2004/summer sa id, if they had to d o  it aga i n, they m i g ht 
/fearures/finding-rhemselves.hrml have atte nded a d ifferent u niversity. It 

Wh ich is wh ere, at the end of their  u nd erg rad uate ca reers, 
you'd expect them to be - once embracing u n iversity l ife, 
they a re now d econstruct i n g  it. 

Rooney entered PLU t h i n k i n g  h e'd be a psychology major, 
a n d  saw u n ivers ity l ife as an o pport u n ity "to ta ke a b ite 
out of everyt h i n g  a n d  see what I l i ke, " as he sa id back 
then.  Now that h e  has taken those bites, his o p i n i on has 
changed. "I  f i n a l ly got over being i nvolved in extra-cu rric­
u l a r  activiti es, " he sa i d .  

doesn't seem l i k e  regret s o  m u c h  a s  a g rass-is-greener 

ref l ex - now that they h ave l ived their l ives here and had 

the req u isite g ood a n d  bad experien ces, they've peered 

beyond the ve i l  of the someti m es s u n ny characterizations 
of u n iversity l i fe .  All  seem eager to take the next step, 

wh atever that may be. And despite what's n ext, a l l  seem 
g ratef u l  for what they received h ere - particu lar ly  the con­

nections they made.  

"We g ot our deg ree h ere, " adds Ledesma, " b ut it is the 
peop l e  I ' l l  rea l l y  rem ember. "  llil 
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Peter '60 and Grace Wang were the driving force 

beh ind the founding of  the Wang Center for 

I nternationa l  Programs. 

B Y  A M Y  C O C K E R H A M  

n the spring of 2001 , Peter Wang '60 and his wife, 

Grace, were al ready th inking about the deep rifts 

developing in  the world and what they cou ld do to help.  

They could nor have known that a few months later, the actions o f  ruthless terrorists 
would bring these global tensions into sharp relief for the rest of the world, roo. The couple 
had been in talks wirh PLU development officers, administrators and faculty for months 
when the morning of September I I  dawned. 

Wirhin days, ir became clear to Peter and Grace whar rhey would do. 
Presidenr Loren Anderson ,  then-Associare Provosr Bill Teska and Ed Larson, a longtime 

development officer, were already planning to visir rhe Wangs ar  their Pebble Beach, Cal if. ,  
home on Sept. 1 4 ,  200 I .  91 1 I forced them to delay rhe rrip for several days as  flights were 
cancelled, [hen schedules scrambled in the afrermath of the artack. 

"\'<Ie finally gOt down there 1 0  days larer," Anderson recalled. "We sat down and about 



" I feel global understanding is evell more important today Ulan five years ago. " -Peter Wang '60 

five m. inures later Peter said, 'You told me i t  
would take $4 million to endow a center 
for in'ternJrional programs, is that right?' 
And I said, 'Yes, that's right. '  And he said, 
'Well, we've decided to go ahead and do 
that. ' "  

In  early 2002, rhe formal announcement 
of the center was made, and it was open for 
busi n.ess by the start of the 2002-03 aca­
demic year. 

Five years later, the Wangs rerurned to 

campus to celebrate the first major anniver­
sary of the center, born of tragedy but  now 
serving as a major force for positive change 
on campus and around the world. 

The \X/angs received the annual Peace 
Builder Awa.rd during a luncheon held as 
part of " World Conversations: Voices from 
Around the Globe," an event sponsored by 
t.he \X1ang Center in February. The event 
featured the scholarship of students and fac­
ulry from J-1erm and semester-abroad pro­
grams as well as special speakers, including 
former U.S .  Vice President Walter Mondale 
and author, journalist and photographer 
Ann Jones. 

" No one is more deserving of recognition 
for their efforts to foster global peace than 
the Wangs," Anderson said. "In their own 
way, rhey have made a critical impact in  the 
area of global understanding. Showing Stu­
dents the world contribuces ro a new gener­
ation of leaders with perhaps a bit  more 
understanding of and appreciation for cul­
tural differences." 

Peter graduated from PLU with degrees 
in math and physics, and went on to earn 
h is doctorate in probability theory from 
Wayne State University. He ended up 
reaching mathematics and national security 
affairs at the Naval Post Graduate School i n  
Monterey, Calif. , and devoted a great deal 
of rime to research for national security. His 
wife, Grace, holds a doctorate in  chemisrry. 

" I  feel global understanding is even more 
important today than five years ago," Peter 
said. 

He describes the founding of the Wang 
Center as com i ng "just i n  the nick of time," 
as global circumstances and world history 
flexed on 9/ 1 1 . 

"Our most significant accomplish ment as 
a group, as PLU and rhe Wan g  Center, was 
that we somehow expressed ourselves very 
weLl to the resr of the world: '\'{Ie 3re con-

cerned. We wan t  to find answers, ' "  he said. 
But PLU's international education pro­

gram dates to long before the founding of 
the Wang Center. PLU students were trav­
el ing to China - now the fastest-growing 
desrination for U.S. srudents studying 
abroad - since the 1 970s. So one might 
wonder why i t  is important to have a cen­
ter - a physical location - dedicated to 
international study. 

" I  r.hink having a center gives us identi­
ty," Anderson said. "Ir gives coherence. 
And in this case, it brings resources to our 
effort to build a truly distinctive global 
educarion program. "  

The center has proven t o  be 
a catalysr for both 
expanding and 
improving PLU's 
international 
programs. 
Today, the 
\'{Iang Center 
for 
International 
Programs is 
manned by 
an eXeClltlVe 
director and a 
staff of five, who 
in the last [\.vo years 
have placed srudents 
on all seven continents at 
the same time. 

And while the seven-continents bench­
mark is an easy indicator of the breadrh of 
Wang Center programming, i t  does nor 
begin to do j ustice to the sheer n umber of 
students touched by the center. Consider 
this: the national rate of overseas srudy is 3 
percent annually; PLU's rate is 36 percent, 
and the near-term goal is to reach 50 per­
cent by 20 1 0. Many of them are venturing 
far beyond the tradirional countries for 
American students, too - away from 
Wesrern Europe and English-speaking 
narions to Africa, Larin America, the 
Caribbean and Asia, 

"A lor of parents look ar our courses and 
say This doesn'r look like whar srudy away 
is. Where are France and Germany?'" said 
Neal Sobania, execurive director of rhe 
Wang Cen ter. "But we're where [\.vo-thirds 
of the world live, in rural, developing 
nations. 

"Once studems study in a place l ike Afl·ica 
or Latin America, they will never read about 
something happening in a developing coun­
try in  [he same way again . "  

The Wang Cemer also serves a crucial role 
in faculty development, providing funds for 
rhe development of J-Term and semester­
abroad programs, research trips and course 
development. 

"What i t  really ofFers is support services 
for faculty and academic programming," 
said Teska, [he former associate provost and 
now a professor of biolob')'- "Ir provides a 
nexus of leadership, so rhat as we move for­
ward into the future, we move wirhin a 

framework of ideas." 
The center also works to bring 

global perspectives to PLU in 
Parkland, which Sobania 

bel ieves is j ust as impor­
tant as coordinating 
i nternational study f()r 
students. 

''I'm excired by the 
fact that PLU klS a 
goal of 50 percent of 

smdents studying 
abroad by 20 1 0, but we 

also have a responsibility 
to bring the world to the 

50 percent who won't go," 
Sobania said. 

That mission is fulfilled primarily 
through a series of public symposia on issues 
of global concern, including "China: Bridges 
for a New Century" in April 2003 and 
" Pathways to Peace: Norway's Approach to 
Democracy and Developmenr" in January 
2005. February's "World Conversations" 
evem marked 2007, and in late February 
2008 , rhe Wan g  Center will host a large­
scale conference on issues of global healrh.  
Derails will be forthcoming i n  future issues 
of Scene. 

Teska said the example Peter \Xl;ll1g has set 
among alumni is a tesrament to rhe best of 
what a solid u ndergraduate educarion can 
mean for i ndividuals. 

"It i l lustrates how these connections we 
make wirh Out srudems are so important," 
he said.  � 
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On the topic of career changes, 
Peterson speaks from experience. He  
came to PLU from Richland, Wash., on 
scholarships in football and music. At s ix 
feet, fou r  inches, Peterson's success as a 
left offensive tackle forced h im to put 
music on the shelf for a while. 

After more than a decade of motiva­
tional work with teenagers across the 
Uni ted States and Canada, Peterson 
began exercising his music muscles by 
delving imo singing, songwriting and 
recording. 

Although his PLU sports career is long 
behind h im, Peterson still lives by the 
advice he and teammates received from 
former head football coach Frosty 
Westering, who encouraged studem ath­
letes to "make the big time where you are." 

�lestering's words of wisdom have stuck 
with Peterson, who says he tries to evalu-

ate his success in an unconventional way. 
"It's so easy to get sidetracked with the 

notion that 'making it' is having your 
name on the marquee and your songs on 
the chart," said Peterson, who comends 
it's more important ro "measure your 
significance by something internal." 

Danforth Comins '97 
B Y  I N G R I D  S T E G E M O E L L E R  ' 0 7  

W hen Danforth Comins '97 
injured himself at the beginning 
of his PLU soccer career, his 

dreams to play intercollegiate soccer 
came to an abrupt end. His plans ro 

become an electrical engineer didn't pan 
out e ither - he found his engineering 
classes boring. 

So when a friend convinced him to take 
an acting class to ful fiLl a general univer­
sity requirement, he opted in - especially 
when his friend memioned that acting 
classes were a good place to meet girls. 

There, Comins discovered his passion 
for acting, and is now entering his fifth 
season with the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, in Ashland, Ore. 

"There is something to me that is very 
rewarding about going out each night 
and trying to get i t  right," Comins said of 
his love for acting. 

Comins, who graduated from PLU with 
his bachelor's degree in art, went to grad­
uate school at the University of tllinois 
and taught at PLU for a year and a half 
after getting his master's in 2000. Comins 

said he enjoyed teaching, but found it 
difficult because he wasn't much older 
than his students. 

"I think I got the reputation (for being 
tOugh) because I wanted to make sure 
they accepted my authority," Comins said. 

Though he got into the acting business 
later than most of his peers, Comins 
said, he has acted all over the country at 
a variety of theaters and companies, 
including tbe Pacific Conservatory of the 
Performing Arts in California and the 
Utah Shakespeare Festival. 

\Vhile in Utah, Comins served as an 
understudy to the acror playing ilrutus 
i.n Shakespeare's "Jul ius Caesar." The 
actor ruptured his appendL,( j ust before 

the show, giving Comins less than 48 
hours to ready himself for the stage. 

A producer from the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival happened to be in 
the audience one of the nights Comins 
performed Brutus, and recruited him to 
work in Ashland, at the nationally 
renowned Oregon Shakespeare Festival. 

As an actor with the fesrival, Comins 
works on a year-ro-year conn'act basis. 
During the season, he works six days a 
week, each day possibl}, involving an after­
noon performance and an evening 
rehearsal, or vice versa. 

The week is long, but Comins said he 
feels fortunate ro have such a consistent 
job. "I feci very lucky to be a fu ll-time 
work ing actor. I belong to a union with a 
95 percent unemployment rate," Comins 
said. 

The actor breaks up his long days with 

trips to his home to visit his wi fe, PLU 
alumna Shannon Park '96, and their two cats. 

"Coming home, kissing Ill)' wife and rub­
bing my cat is a highlight," Comins said. 

During the off-season, Comins and Park, 
a child and family therapist, Like to travel .  

"We'll tal<e a trip to Hawaii or something I.ike 
that," Comins said. "We try to spend as much 
time together as we can when it permits." 

Marnee Hol l is '77 
B Y  S H A N N O N  S C H R E C E N G O S T  ' 0 9  

A s a freshman at PLU, Marnee Hollis 
'77 sang the lead role in the theater 
department's production of » 
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"Oklahoma." Now, 30 years later, H ollis 
is on Broadway. 

A Puyal lup, Wash. ,  native, Hollis grew 
up with dreams of teaching music. She 
im mediately began taking music educa­
tion courses upon enrering PLU. At that 
time, she d.iscovered theater. 

"1 learned that at PLU, anyone could 
audition for the theater p roductions," 
Holl is said. "I goc the lead and that was 
pretry exciting, so I took some drama 
classes." 

H ollis conrinued to study music edu-

cation bur began an additional major in 
theater. She gradua.red fou r  years later. 

Hollis spent a year in Sweden after 
graduation. It was during that time she 
decided to move to New York and try her 
hand in the entertainmenr industry. She 
did so in 1 979 and has been there ever 
slI1ce. 

"Acting hadn't been a l i felong dream 
fo r me, b ur something in me said 
that 1 needed to try," Hollis sa.id. " I  
had t o  struggle and find a job, b u r  
I did." 

Hollis has since performed on 
Broadway i n  "My Fair Lady" and in 
national tours including "The Phantom 
of the Opera," "My Fair Lady" and 
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" Evita." She has also performed off­
Broadway and in touring p roductions of 
shows like "Menopause, the Musical" 
and "The Sound of Music." 

H ollis fo und success in the difficult 
world of enrerrainmenr. To cun'ent PLU 
srudenrs pursuing a career in enrertain­
menr, Hollis offers this advice: 
"Enrertainment is hard co break inco," 
she said. " Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket and know yourself I f  you feel the 
need co go after i t, give it a try, and give 
it all you have got." 

Craig Kvinsland '92 
B Y  L A U R A  Z A I C H K I N  ' 0 7  

M any theater majors only dream of 
working with film legends such 
as Steven Spiel berg, William H .  

Macy and Sam Raimi. 
Craig Kvinsland '92 had those dreams, 

coo. And he's lived them. 
However, Kvinsland had to l11.odj�1 his 

plans since packing up a year after grad­
uation to head for Los Angeles. Since 
moving, Kvinsland has acted in film, tel­
evision and commercials. 

But rather than acting, Kvinsland has 
supported himself largely as a lighting 
technician. 

"They say here that overnight success 
happens in 15 years," Kvinsland said. 
"I'm actuaLl), over the hump." 

A native of Gig Harbor, Wash. ,  
Kvinsland broke into the entertainment 
business in 1993 by acting in a small 

movie directed by a U niversiry of 
Southern Cal i fornia srudenr. 

"On the days I wasn't acting, I was 
learning ab out the equip ment," 
Kvinsland said. By the time that project 
ended, he had established conracts 
that began helping him land fi lm 
roles. 

To date, Kvinsland's most significant 
role - and what he calls the highlight of 
his career - was as "Brad the bartender," 
the obsession of William H. Macy's char­
acter in the 1999 Oscar-nominated fi lm, 
"Magnolia." 

As a lighting tech, Kvinsland has 
worked on high-profile movies such as 
"Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl" and "Gone in Sixry 
Seconds." 

On one occasion, Kvinsland's careers as 
an accor and technician collided. 

Kvi.nsland was working in 2002 as a 
lighting tech on the film, "The Sweetest 
Thing," when he was recognized b)' the 
director from his role in "Magnolia." 
Kvinsland soon landed a part in the 
movie as a waiter. 

Kvinsland still auditions for acting 
jobs. Bur  right now, he's focused on his 
family life with h is wife of S1..,( years, 
Scacy, and their 4-year-ol d  daughter, 
Annika, and his work as a tech nician on 
th is summer's sure-fire blockbuster, 
"Spider tvlan. 3." 

"If!  was an. acror in the movie that 
would be much better," Kvinsland said. 
" It's a fantasy land, and it's fun ro be a 
part of" 



Todd Perry '92 
B Y  E R I C  T H O M P S O N  ' 0 7  

T odd Sheridan Perry '92, first 
became fascinated wi th digital 
effects when he saw "Star \Vars" in 

1 997, and was hooked on art from an 
early age. 

"I worked on srop-motion movies and 
l itde drawings and carroons in the sides 
of your textbooks and sruff l ike that," 
Perry said. 

As a PLU srudenr, Perry knew he wanr­
ed a career in digital effects. He jllst had 
ro figure o u t  how ro get there. Although 
there were only a few art c1as�es that 
used computers at the time, Perry was 
able ro prepare hi mself fo r a sllccessful 
career by teaching hi mself how ro edit 
while working at PLU's student-run tele­
vision station. KCNS,  and tailoring his 
course work to allow him ro complete 
t\vo i nternships. 

Perry received his bachelor's degree in 
art  with an emphasis in two-dimensional 
media and has since starred his own 
company, the co mputer-ge nerated 
i magery, animation and special effects 
house Max Ink Cafe. H is most high-pro­
file project is his work as a 3D technical 
director fo r "Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers." A recenr career highlight 
includes a 2006 Emmy award for his 
work on the Sci Fi Channel m i niseries 
"The Triangle." 

Perry now floats from company ro 
company as a hired gun, doing every­
thing frol11 video games ro television ro 
fi lm, and working in both live action and 
d igi tal. Fo r Perry, with his wide skill  
range, there is no one p referred medium. 

"The main focus is j us t  tel l ing a srory," 
Perry said. "The actual venue that the 
story is rold in is less im portanr than the 
srory itself." 

HEIDI VANDERFORD '98 
B Y  B R E A N N E  C O A T S  ' 0 8  

U nl ike m anv others in the enrcrtain­
menr busi;1ess, opera singer Hl::idi  
Vanderford '98 says her goal is not 

ro be fa mous. but rather ro feel satisfied 
with her life.  

"It's abour me being happy with 
mysel f," Vande rford said. 

Of course, when you can have both, all 
the better. 

Such is  the case fo r Vanderford, who 
left her side job as a private m usic 
instrucror in New York this February ro 
partici pate in her third performance 
with Placido Domingo at the 
Washingron National Opera. She will  
perform the role of Schwerrleite in 
Richard Wagner's nororiously difficu l t  
" D i e  \Valklire." 

S ince her early years of grade school, 
Vanderford enjoyed singing. It was not 
until her senior year in high school that 
a voice teacher led her inro the world of 
classical music.  

Love of m usic and performing starred 
this mezzo-soprano's career that 
requires traveling from state ro state and 
sometimes counrry ro co untry. 
Vanderford admits this rype o f l ifesryle, 
which requi res her ro live our of a suit­
case and only stay in the same location 
fo r a short time, is stressful .  

"I had no idea what I was bargai ning 
fo r as far as the lifesryle," Vanderford 
said. " It's very lonely sometimes.  I t  
makes you value family a n d  friends. 

"A p rofessional singer relies on (her) 
lapcop computer and phone," added 
Vanderford, of how she keeps in contact 
with the people she cares about. 

While on stage, Vanderford applies the 
lessons learned as a PLU vocal perform­
ance major and member of Choir of the 

West, as weJi as those from Indiana 
University, where she earned a master's 
degree in VOGll performance. She also uses 
her PLU communication minor ro help 
her in marketing her product: herself. 

While Vande rford adm i ts being 011 
s tage is l ike nothing else, she sti l l  con­
temp lates how much longer she will  
continue down her cu rrent path. 
Vanderford has many furure options 
avai lable - from maintaining her con­
stanr travel schedule to fi nding a penna­
nenr job in a European opera com pany. 
She may try to start a second career 
using her commu nication degree. 

However, Vanderford said she is in no 
rush to plan out her entire l i fe and says 
she currently cannot pass up the entic­
ing projects her opera career allows her 
to undertake. 

"Ie's really artistically stim ulating," she 
said of her more prom inent projects, like 
working with the legendary Domingo. 
"You realize, wow, this is an amazing 
work l ife." I]] 

Ingrid Slegemoeller '07, Breanne Coats '08, Shannon 

Schrecengost '09, EricThompson '07 and Laura Zaichkin 

'07 are student journalists with PLU's MediaLab. Read 

about the work of these student journalists at 

www.plu.edul-ml. 
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Stu d e nt, swi m m e r, troope r: M i ke Tu rcott 

Mike Turcott left PLU to become a state trooper  in 1 985. Two decades later, he returned to complete his degree and  is embracing the undergrad exper ience.  

ake on Mile Turcott in thc 
swimming pool and there's a 
pretty good chance you'll come 

Out ahead. He'l l  be the first to admit  
that. 

Mess with Turcott on the freeway -
that would be Lt. Mike Turcott of the 
\Vashington State Patrol, by the way -
and you' l l  find yourself with a citation, 
maybe even behind bars. 

At  6-5, 235 pounds, Turcott is an 
i mposing figure when ful fi l l ing his role 
as a Washington State Trooper, which 
he has been since late 1 985. The 43-
year-old is also an imposing figure as a 
mcmber of the Pacific Lutheran 
University men's swimming team. 

For Turcott, however, the opportuni­
ty to be an intercollegiate swimmer 
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while finishing his degree is nothing 
more than answering the question, 
"What can I do that T haven't yet 
done)" The first answer: graduate. The 
second: " If  the rules say I can swim, 
why not?" said Turcott, a one-time 
summer-league and high school swim­
mer whose passion for the sport was 
rr.kindled i n  recent years at the master's 
level. 

In 1 985, during his junior year at 
Pacific Lutheran, Turcott turned 2 1  
and decided to leave school to pursue a 
l ifelong goal - to work for the 
Washington State Patrol. He graduated 
from the WashingtOn State Patrol 
Academy in December 1 985 and soon 
started patrolling state h ighways . 

After spending a year working out of 

Ritzvi lle in eastern WashingtOn, he 
transferred to Centralia, and later to 
Olympia. Finall )/, after 1 4  years on the 
road, he was promoted to sergeant, 
which meant a move to Kelso. After 
another three-and -a-half years working 
at the academy near Shelton, he was 
again promoted, this t ime to l ieutenant, 
and now works in the field operations 
division at the State Patrol headquar­
ters in Olympia. 

All the whi le, the bug to fin ish his col­
lege degree stayed with him, and in  
2005 he decided to  fin ish the  work nec­
essary to get a degree in sociology wi th 
a minor in physical ed ucation. He is on 
pace to graduate in the spring of 2008, 
50 years after h is mother, Dana Turcott 
'58, earned her degree from Pacific 



1 
r 
• 

Lmheran College. (His father and two 
brothers also a[[ended PLU at various 
ti mes.) 

It was while working with PLU swi m­
ming coach Jim johnson on his physical 
education minor (with an emphasis in 
aquatics) that Turcott decided to join 
the swim team. 

Turcott and johnson are the first to 
ad mit that Turcott the swimmer does­
n't strike fear in the heart of Northwest 
Conference opponents. In fac t, a dis­
tance freestyle and i ndividual medley 
swi mmer, he will have a difficult  time 
placing at the conference meet, a feat 
that would earn him a. PLU swimming 
letter. Bur he's not in it fo r the letter. 

" \Vhat he brings to our team is a true 
love of swi mm ing, a pass ion fo r the 
sport, and a real posi tive attitude 
toward the team," says j ohl1so11. "At 
PLU, swi mming is a team sport, and he 
embodies that and truly l ives ir." 

With the app roval of his State Parrol 

Mike Turc ott is a state trooper and soon-to-be 
college g ra d uate.  

superiors, Tmco tt adjusts his  schedule 
to allow fo r occasional twice-daily swim 
practices. He someti mes takes patrol 
duty in order to bank up enough com p  
hours t o  allow him t o  travel with the 
PLU team to road meets. On the road, 
there is no pampering the team's elder 
statesman. "He's no different than an),-

body else," said johnson, noting that 
Turcott shares a room with three male 
teammates, as i s  the normal procedure 
on road trips. 

While Turcott may have been a novelty 
- how many 43-year-old state troopers are 
also full-time students and inrercollegiate 
swimmers? - when he first joined the 
team,]ohnson says that the novelty has 
worn off, and that Turcott is "j ust anoth­
er guy on the team." If there was any 
doubt about that, you can look in the 
stands at PLU home meets and fi nd his 
70-something parents sitting alongside 
other PLU swim parenrs, cheering for 
their son. What is differem, however, is 
that Turcatt's 17- and 12-year-old daugh­
ters are. also there, encouraging their dad. 

While they would l ike to cheer him to a 
first-place finish, that has yet to happen. 
Still, Turcott already has won the prize 
when it comes to answering the question, 
Why not? [§J 

13.1' Nick D",vson 

PLU STU D E NT-ATH LETE AWARD E D  M E DA L  O F  VA LO R 

FOR ALANA SCH Un, CO M I N G  TO THE AID OF THREE 
F ISH E R M E N  O N  MARTHA LAKE T H I S  S U M M E R  WAS " AN 
EASY DECI S I O N . "  

That decision, on M a y  2 6  of last yea r, l e d  t o  Sch utt sav­
ing the l ives of the th ree men whose boat was s ink ing,  
Beca use of her qu ick and ca l m  response to the situation, 
Sch utt received the Was h i ngton state Medal of Va lor from 
Governor Ch ris G rego i re in a ceremony cond ucted Jan.  24 
in Olym pia .  

The Governor presents the Meda l of Va lor "to any per­
son who has saved, or attempted to save, the l ife of 
another at the risk of seri ous i nj u ry or death to h i mself or 
herself ."  

Sch utt, who at the time had just f in ished her junior  yea r as a member of the Pacific Lutheran Un iversity 
wome n's fastpitch softball  team, fi rst noticed the men in d istress from the backyard of h e r  parent's home in 
Lynnwood. In it ia l ly, she thought they were " goofing off, " but soon rea l i zed that their boat was ta king on 
water. 

As her mother called 9 1 1 ,  Sch utt took the fa m i ly's pa ddleboat out to h e l p, a n d  on the way noticed one of 
the men strugg l i ng in the water some 1 00 yards from the boat. " H e  was a big guy, he was pa le and in shock. 
He beca me my priority, " said Schutt, a strong swi mmer who is trained in fi rst aid and cardio-pu lmonary resusci­
tation. She p u l l ed him into her pad d l eboat and then proceeded to the spot where the other two men clung to 
the parti a l ly submerged boat. 

With the a id of one of the men - the o n ly good swi m mer a mong the trio - she pushed her paddleboat and 
p u l led the pa rtia l ly submerged boat (at the i ns istence of the owner) to the boat la unch where emergency 
respond ers waited. 

W h i l e  proud of her role in saving the men, Schutt said that going out to h e l p  the men was a reasonable and 
sensi b l e  decision. Tra i n i n g  helped her t h i n k  c learly and rem a i n  ca l m  through the situation.  

" I  di dn't want it  to be this big t h i ng, l i k e  what I d id was this great deal, " said Sch utt, spea k i ng of the Med a l  
o f  Va lor. She said what s h e  d i d  doesn't com pare to, for i nstance, people w h o  enter burning b u i l d i ngs t o  rescue 
oth ers. 

But the th ree men whose l ives she saved wou ld certa in ly argue that poi nt with her. 
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P LU G O LD con n e cts re c e nt a l u m n i 

PLU GOLO members Mike Pasley, Heather (Ostrom '02) Pasley, Janel le  Nagel  '99 and Todd Shively '99 met up at the Columbia Tower in Seattle last J u ly. 

ducating for l iYes of service is what 
we do at PLU. G OLD (G raduates 

of the Last Decade) delivers at least 

one event annllally to help make a differ­
ence in the Puget Sound. Service events 
bring out the volunteers in our GOLD 

alumnI community. If  you'd l ike to COn­
tinue the tradition of service now that 
you've been out of school for a while, 
consider gerting involved with PLU's spe­
cial alumni group. 

I n  February, for instance, GOLD 

organ ized a workday to provide some 
much needed maintenance to the space 
occupied by MLKBallet. Thc grassroots 
ballet company was s tartcd by four PLU 
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alumni  to p rovide dance classes to low­
income fami lies i n  Tacoma's HilltOp 
neighborhood. I n  2006, GOLD volun­
teered at TreehoLlse For Kids in Seattle, 
a non-profit that serves foster children 
in the Pacific Northwest. 

GOLD also serves it 's constituents by 
offering post graduate seminars and fel­
lowshi p events. 

Every year; GOLD presents 

educational events that provide 

answers to common dilemmas 

among grads of this period. 

Every year, GOLD presents education­
al events that provide answers to com­
mon dilemmas among grads of this 
period. Last September, we kicked off 
the first i nstallment i n  the GOLD 

Success Series dealing with the topics of  
financial planning and buying a first 
home. The committee is busy making 
plans for fall 2007 to include an inter­
national edition of the series that will 
highl ight alumni who have had over­
seas experiences after graduation. 

GOLD also plans many events for the 
many recent graduates who are now 
m arried and starting famil ies. In 2006, 

family day at Poin t Defiance Zoo and 



Aquari u m  in Tacoma brought out 
alum n i  and their kids for fun in the 
sun.  In August 2005, G O LD hosted a 
memorable afternoon at Paci fic  Science 
Center in Seattle that included an exclu­
s ive rour of the butterfly house and a 
b.ehind-the-scenes look at the IM�,( 
theater. Watch for more details on 
another event for the whole family com­
ing this summer. 

And fo r the less domestic among you, 
G O LD social events at local nightspots 
are also a fu n way ro reconnect. This 
J u ne you can join past colleagues and 
friends for a collegiate throw back 
night:  happy hour at the Shamrock 
Tave rn in  Parkland. Specifi cs will be 
posted at tvww.plualumni.org in Apri l .  
These events aren't JUSt confined ro the 
Parkland/Tacoma area. In  2006 we host­
ed events all over the ]Juget Sound 
region and as far away as San Francisco. 
The GOLD committee is interested in 
feedback and venue i deas for future 
events of this k ind.You can send you r  
s uggestions r o  gold@plu.edu. 

Andrea H a nson '03, left, a n d  Kristin Van Ness '97, r ight, got together  at a S a n  Fra n c is c o  connection 
event i n  Apri l  of 2006. 

Be sure ro keep you r  e-mail address 

current so you can receive information 
about  these even ts. No doubt you have 
some fresh i deas or may even want ro be 
a part of the rewarding hands-on volun­
teer work ro help make these events hap­
pen. Committee chair Susan Andresen 
'99 would love to hear from you at 

gold@plu.edu or you can reach Jacob 
Himmel man in the Office of Alumni 
and Parent Relations any busi ness day at 
253-535-74 15.  For a complete list of 
events throughout the year, go [0 

www.plttalumni.org. 
B), Eric Me/ver '96 

LIGHT 
C H R I S  I N V E R S O  ' 0 1  

C hris Inverso, a graduate of 2001 , has been an active member 

of the PLU GOLD (Graduates of the Last Decade) committee 

since February 2005, 
"My introduction to GOLD occurred at a social event at 'The Swiss 

in Tacoma," Inverso said. "I had a blast connecting with people that I 

hadn't seen for a couple years," 

The committee is made up of volunteers who meet throughout the 

year to plan and execute events and service opportunities geared 

toward alumni who graduated within the last 1 0 years. Their involve­

ment with GOLD 18 a very personal thing. 

"When you boi l  it all down, I am m otivated by two key things: 

serving others and being an expert in the mortgage and real estate 

industry," Inverso continued, "My involvement in GOLD ties in to my 

primary deSire to  serve others and bu i ld  friendships. 

"The bonus for me is that I get to forge relationships with a lot of 

other people who I may have the opportun ity to serve in a work­

related capacity in the future . "  

Recent alumni from PLU represent a broad range o f  backgrounds 

and career paths, and creating events and programs that are mean­

ingful to al l  can be a chal lenge. After all, i n  the 1 0  years after gradu­

ation, some alumni  are married with chi ldren, while others are single; 

some are staying at home with small ch Idren, whi le others are 

c l imbing the career ladder. GOLD attempts to span those gaps by 

holding certain events geared to subsets of alums within this age 

range. 

Inverso was inVOlved in planning the family event at Point Defiance 

Zoo in Tacoma last summer as well as a couple social events around 

Puget Sound in  the fal l .  His favorite, though, was the "Success 

Series" event in September of last year, he said. 

The series brings expert alumni back to campus to give a brief 

seminar on issues of interest to recent grads. For instance, topics 

include financial planning, real estate investment and paying off col­

lege and credit-card debt. 

"For those that were in attendance it was an opportun ity to learn 

from the experiences of other Lutes," Inverso said. 

" If we continue to reach out to GOLD alumni in a consistent, rele­

vant manner we'll continue to grow steadily in  terms of the number 

of alumni that get involved," he added. "As the momentum of the 

GOLD alumni group builds, we'l l  have the opportunity to influence the 

future of PLU in a profound way. Plus, as we show our support for PLU 

and for each other we collectively increase the 'value' of our degree." 

For more information about the committee and GOLD events, 

viSit the Office of Alumni  and Parent Relations' Web site at 

www.plualumni.org and click on PLU GOLD. 

-By Erik Melver '96 
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Parents plugged in to 
PLU online 

he office of Alumni and Parenr 
Relations unveiled its new Web 
site for parenrs last September, 

including 60 new pages dedicated to 
streamlining the experi-
ence for curre,l1[ parents. 

I m mediately after the 
Launch o f  the new Web 
Site, current parents 
began receivil1g an 
HTML-formatted e-mail 
newslerrer in their inbox­
es called Pare nr eNews. 
The monthly newsletter provides l inks 
for parents to timely or seasonal content 
that may concern them or their student. 

Jackie Ogan is a currenr Parents 
Council member and mother ro second­
year student Sadie Ogan. "I was intro­
duced to the new \l(leb site in the fall ,  
and what a great tool  for parenrs," Ogan 
said. " I  l ike reading about the things 
that are happening on campus. Ie pro­
vides i n formation I can share with my 
daughter." 

I n  November, the Parents Council met 

I Penci l  Us I n  I 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

for i ts fall meeting and was intl"Oduced to 
the new \Veb site. Suggestions were made 
for subtle additions and changes, most 
notably the addition of a l ink to the year­
ly academic calendar for a listing of vaca­
tions and breaks for students. The aca­
demic calendar is now posted under 
"events" on the Web site thanks to the 

council's input. 
"In many cases, it's not 

that the informacion isn't 
already available some­
where else on the PLU 
\Veb sitc," said Erik 
Melver, assistanr director 
of programs and services 

i n  the Office of Alumni and Parent 
Relations. "But it's nice to be able to 
gather it all up in one place so parents 
don't havc to go looking fo r it. The new 
e-mail newslettcr centralizes i n formation 
relevant to parents so it's easy [0 access." 

Parenr  eNews continues ro be del ivered 
monthly to Lute parents all over the 
world. Currently, eNews highlights up [0 
five main stOries per issue. Most of the 
content is student service-related, includ­
ing i n formation on academic assistance, 
financial aid deadlines, choosing and liv-

April 13 . .  ' . . .  ' . '  . .  , . . .  , . . . .  , . .  , . .  , . . . .  , . . .  ,PLU Chorale Concert, Yakima 

April 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . .  , , .PLU Chora le Conc ert, Spokan e  

April 14 . . . .  , • . . • . . . . . . . PLU G O LD Night o n  Cam pus, Dance E nsemble, PLU 

April 14/15 . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Spring Pa rents Council Meeti ng. PLU 

April 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLU G O LD Ha ppy Hour, Seattle 

April 21 . . . • . . . • . . . . . . .  . . • . . . . . . . . PLU Jazz Concert & Reception, Astori a 

April 22 . . . . , . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . .  PLU Jazz Concert & Reception, Olympia 

May 5 . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring Donor Ban quet, Sheraton Tacoma 

May 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S pring Commenc eme nt, Tacoma Dome 

April 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ . . Relay for Life, PLU 

May 27 . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . .  PLU Theatre Cabaret & Reception, PLU 

For more information�  www,plualumnLacg or cal l 800-ALUM-PLU. 
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ing i n  a residential hall, and student 
employment, for example. 

"Si nce we are still in the inaugural year 
of the eNews we try to report on the most 
important topics and try not to overwhelm 
our readers," said Melver, who is the 
newsletter's editor. " We have plans to 
expand the reach of our eNewsletter b)! the 
end of this academic year to include even 
more information on a whole range of 
issues. 

According to Melver, there are plal1S i n  
place t o  produce a simi lar monthly e-mail 
for alumni starting as early as next fall. 

"I check Out the events section often to 
see if there arc things goi ng on when I am 
in town, or I give ideas to my daughter to 
check out," Ogan said. "I think PLU docs 
a good job keeping in touch with parents 
and this eNewsletter is  j ust another wa}' to 
do thaL" 

To take a look yourself you can visit 
PLUs main Web site at lIJlIJUJ.plu.edu and 
click on the "Parents" l ink at the top of 
the page. If you are the parent o f  a PLU 
student and you aren't receiving a monthly 
Parent eNews e-maiL, contact the Office 
of Alumni and Parent Relations and make 
sure your e-mail address is up-to-date. 

Do you have a busi ness 
that you want fe l low 
Lutes to know about? 

Are you i nterested i n  
patron izing the  businesses 
of fe l low a lumni? 
Search the Alumni Onl ine Community 
yellow p ages for l istings posted by other 
a lumni or to post your own bu siness. 

Registration is free for all PLU graduates. 
Get started today at www.plua/umni. org. 



Spring Donor Banquet 
moves to Sheraton 

ue to a major renovation of the 
University Center schedu led to 
begin in Apri l, the Spring 

Donor Banquet will  take place at the 
BicentenniaA Pavil ion/Sheraton Hotel 
in  downtown Tacoma on Sarurday, 
M ay S. 

The Spring Donor Banquet i s  an 
ann ual event during which PLU takes a 
moment to celebrate its many generous 
donors. Besides good food, i t's a chance 
for donors to get a firsthand reminder 
of what their contribution to the 
Annual fund and un iversity endow­
ment supports: s rudents. from presen­
ters to entertainment, srudents volun­
teer to come and say thank you and 
share - in their own words and through 
thejr art - how much the support of 
others mcans to them. 

This year's banquet will highlight and 
demonstrate the i mpact the Pacific 
Lutheran University community has on 
the city of Tacoma and the many parr­
nerships we share. 

Mcmbers of the Q Club, Lute Club, 
LifctiuLe G iving Society and Heritage 
Society are invited to this annual event. 
For information on the event o r  
to learn how you can receive an 
i nvitation, please contact the Office of 
Development at UlUJlv.plu.edu/deve or by 
phone at (800) 826-0035 or (253) 535-
7 177. 

Class Reps need YOUI 
lass Representatives serve their 
classmates and the universi ty by 
focusing on three goals: future 

bu i ld ing, fu nd buiiding and friend 
building. They specifically target their 
efforts at members of their graduating 
class, working to maintain support for 
the university while keeping in rouch 
with classmates. 

These volunteers generously support 
their  alma mater with annual gifts and 
rime, and encourage their classmates to 
do the same. 

You may have received a letter from 
)'our  class representative encouraging 
you to make your  annual gift - please 

do so. It is i mportant for many reasons 
to show that a large percentage of grad­
uates support the un iversity. For one 
thing, the annual giving percentage is  a 
key component of the annual U.S. News 
& World Repon ranking of colleges and 
un iversities. Foundations and individu­
als also look at how much supporr PLU 
has from within i ts own community as 
they evaluate whether to award grants 
to the un iversity. Class representatives 
are particularly focused this year on 
helping to increase the alumni giving 
percentage. 

But  it's not all about  rais ing money. 
As friend raisers, class representatives 
attend PLU events, communicate with 
you through a letter each year and help 
to recruit new students. 

Picture Perfect 

Janel (SUg .... 'It) Eri_on and 
"rin (ROR '82I BIy became National 
Board CJl1ified teachers recently As 
candidms for certification. these 
two alum. worked together with the 
Northshora cohort group through the 
University of Washington, where 
both earned their master's degrees 
(Janet In '08 and Karin In '96) Jenet 
il curremly tlaching lecond- and 
third-graders at Penny Creek 
Elementary School in the Everett 
(Wa.h.1 School District Karin splits 
her time teaching a Pecific 
Northwest history/£nglish block 
class and working I. the literacy 
coordinator et Monroe High School 
in the Monroe (Wash I Public 
Schools. As sian In the photo, both 
Janet and Kenn art proud to teach, 
proud 01 their accomplishment end 
praud LUTESI 

They also help to organize and plan 
reun ion events for their  homecoming 
reunion year. Homecoming 2007 is 
October 12- 1 4  and reun ions will be 
held for the following classes: 1 957, 
1 962, 1967, 1 972, 1 977, 1982, 1 987, 
1992, 1997 and 2002. 

Your  class representative wants to 
hear from you. To share ideas and sug­
gestions, or  to help plan your reunion, 
con tact your class represen tative at 
800-ALUM-PLU or alllmni@plu.edu. 

Turn to the class notes section to 
read a full  l ist of class representatives, 
and a l isting of classes in need of a 
class representative. If you're interested 
in serving in this capaci ty, contact 
Laura (Hunter '03) Rose at 253-535-
7) 78 or 800-826-0036 to volunteer. lm 

This group of early-'80s ere alum. 
has been taking an annual trip to 
Ashland. Ore. for decades In fact, 
thil yaar marked the 20th anniver­
sary of the group's trek. Pictured In 
lIIe front raw. from laft to right .... ia 
PamerHk '83. Anne Haf.r and her 
husband. Mike Rodin '83. MIncy 
(Thiel) Voagd .... Brett Bums (mar­
ried to Cyndee Kraigerl. and MIke 
Boozer .... In the back row, from left 
to right. ara Mark Voogd (married to 
Nancvl. lCaren WutIJenua '83. 
Cyndee Kreig" '14. Lesfi, Edgerton 
and her husband. Trip EIIg ..... . 
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Nun fInds joy 
• • m uncovermg 
God's "secrets 
and surprises" 
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aking mud pies as a child 
wasn't just playtime for Sister 
Angela Hoffman '79, '80. Her 

time with mud piqued her l i felong 
interested in science, which has led to 
three patents on the cancer-fighting 
drug paclitaxci, which is known in its 
commercial form as T;Lxol®. 

"I l ike science. I t's fun,"  Hoffman said, 
adding that she enjoys the hands-on 
nature of her profession. She currently 
teaches chemist!"y and b iochemistry at 
University of Poreland, where sbe has 
worked since 1 989. 

After graduating from Sr. Placid High 
School, a Catholic school in Lacey, 
Wash. ,  Hoffman joined the Benedictine 
Sisters at Sr. Placid PriolY, and gOt her 
bachelor's degree in  ed ucation from Sr. 
Martin's University. During the next 
several years, she also obtained a bache­
lor's degree i l1  biology and a master's i 11 
science education from PLU. She 

Sister Angela Hoffman '79, 'SO works in the lab at  
the Un iversity of  Portland, where she is  a bio­
chemistry professor. 

-_.....-_ ...... _-......; 
received her doctorate in b iochemistry 
fro m the Oregon Graduate Institute. 

Living and working as both a nun and 
a scientist has never presented her with 
any major tensions. Hoffman said she 
l ikes looking for the "secrets and sur ­
prises" that God created i n  the world. 

"Sometimes I don't get enough sleep," 
Hoffman said of her l ife with two major 
roles. She added that sometimes a Stu­
dent will ask her about  her religious 
beliefs to strike up a conversation. 

Her work with paclitaxel, and the 
makings of her first patent, began when 
a student wanted to do a project involv­
ing the paclitaxel molecule and yew 
trees, the plants that produce the sub­
stance. The professor who was supposed 
to help the student was on sabbatical, 
so Hoffman vo lunteered for the job. 

Hoffman and the u ndergraduate Stu­
dent, along with a high school student, 
cult ivated clippi ngs from yew trees and 



cleaned them thoroughly with cooth­
brushes. Then, they puc the pbm speci­
mens and steri le, l iquid p lane food inco 
vials about the size of a h ighlighter pen. 
At the end of tWO weeks, they found 
pacli taxel in the l iquid. They cominued 
thi s.work for a semester, and only 
stopped the experimenc because they 
ran out of time, Hoffman said. 

r7 like to see students under­

stand something and be able 

to use it. »  

- Sister Angela Hoffman )79) )80 
The Lacey native's other two pacl itaxel 

patems also resulted from collaborative 
research with students. 

Hoffman said she enjoys teaching 
because of the opportunity to help stu­
den cs gain a deep understanding of sci­
ence. 

" I  l i ke co see studencs understand 
something and be able to use i t," 
Hoffman said. 

Hoffman remains a nun with the 
Benedictine Sisters, bur she lives with 
the Sisters of St. Mary in Beavercon, 
Ore. 

" It's sort of l i ke a family," Hoffman 
said of l ife with the s i s ters. "We support 
each other in whatever i t  is we are 
doing." 

When she has time, Hoffman enjoys 
reading and oucdoor activities. But, she 
said, she has plency of fun doing her 
research, too. 

"I  l ike co do research. I l ike co discover 
things and make up somethi ng new 
that no body's thought about." 

By Ingrid Stt'gemoellcr '07 

Music teacher gives 
thousands to charity 
through singing group 

hen Terry Shaw '99 per­
formed "Beautifu l  Savior" at 
the 1997 Christmas Concert, 

s inging with PLU's Choir of the West, 
he knew exactly what he wanced co do 
with his l ife. 

" I  was l i ke, 'Oh my gosh, this is what 
i t  is all about,'"  Shaw said. "I  wanted co 
make that happen every time I got up  
on stage. I was hooked on teaching 
choir from then on. "  

Shaw came co PLU in 1 997 after tWO 
years at Cencralia Community College 
where he was active in the choir pro­
gram. After a successfu l  audit ion for a 
music scholarship at PLU, he decided to 
attend. 

"The reputation of the mllsic pro­
gram was a big draw," Shaw said. " I  JUSt 
fel t  l i ke I needed to be at PLU. I don't 
know exactly why, but I JUSt had a 
strange feeling about i t." 

Shaw's decision was a good one. In 
1998, after only a year at PLU, Shaw 
founded the Olympia Choral Society. 
He graduated from PLU a year later 
with a bachelor's degree in music edu­
cation. 

Since then, Shaw has found great suc­
cess working with the Olympia Choral 
Society. More than 2,200 people attend­
ed this year's Christmas concert. The 
society takes donations for chari table 

causes instead of ask i ng an admission 
price, which has translated to almost 
$ 60,000 for charitable causes since the 
organization was founded. 

"The idea came to me in col lege " 
Shaw said. "I couldn't afford to go see 

concerts at $25 a shot. I t's not like i t  
costs us any money co  sing." 

In addition to his success with the 
Olympia Choral Society, Shaw has twice 
performed at Carnegie Hall and serves as 
a music director for a South PugCt 
Sound church. Shaw coaches football 
and teaches choir at Timbedine High 
School in Lacey, Wash. 

B» Shannon Schrecengost '09 

Nurses tmd meaning 
in work with injured 
soldiers 

msing alum Lt. Wendy Heibel 
'03 was hard at work with the 
79rll Medical G roup at 

Andrews Air Force Base in  Maryland 
when she overheard a l i ttle snippet of a 
conversation nearby. 

"I  heard her say ' PLU,' and I was like. 
'I know PLU, I went there ! '" Across a 
busy trauma room, Heibel met Capr . 
Sandra Nestor '93, both of Wh0111 spent 
several months this fall  working co sta­
bil ize injured soldiers returning from 
Iraq. Borh were asconished to meet a 
fellow PLU alum so far from 
Washington state, and in sLlch a differ­
ent context. 

Malcolm Grow Medical Center, where 
the twO women work, is the first Stop 
for injured soldiers returning to the 
United States from the war zone. When 
sold iers are wounded in Iraq, they are 
stabi l ized and routed back to the 
United States, ofren goi ng from the 
battlefield to Andrews Air Force Base in 
as li ttle as 48 hours. Once they reach 
Andrews, people l i ke Heibel and Nestor 
work to find beds and transfer them to 
medical faci l i ties near their fami lies. 

Both Nestor and Heibel were tem­
porarily deployed to the Aeromedical 
Staging Flight at Andrews. Nescor's 
normal job is in the emergency room; 
Heibel works in  the recovery room and 
ambulatory proced ure lIni r. 

" We would l iterally watch CNN and 
have an idea what to expect for the next 
few days at work," Nestor explained. 

Nestor said the temporary deploy-
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Lt. Wendy He ibe l  '03, l eft, and Capt. Sandra Nestor '93, right, met whi le on duty at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. The two women are nurses who were 
helping route soldiers wounded i n  I raq to hospi ta l s  near  their fami l ies. 

mem ro help returning soldiers was 
more of an operational and logistics 
challenge than a nursing challenge, but 
it  nonetheless provided some of the 
most memorable momenrs of both 
women's careers. 

"When anybody takes the time ro say 
thanks, ro me, that's huge," Nesror said. 
"When someone's sick that's the far­
thest thing from the.ir mind, especially 
when someone has maybe lost an arm 
or a leg." 

Heibel agreed. "It is so rewarding," 
she said. "They can be in a great 
amounr of pain and they're st i l l  very 
pol ite." 

By Am)' Cocke/'ham 

Vet's colorful past leads 
to enchanting present 

fter surviving a kami kaze plane 
arrack, a typhoon, the 
Normand)' Invasion and other 

challenges World War II  threw his way, 
Kal Leich tman '72 decided i t  was time 
ro ground his sai l ing legs. Whi le  work­
ing at Bremerron's ship),ard, this fo r­
mer Navy radioman spenr his nights 
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earning a PLU degree in busi ness admin­
istration. 

Leichtman says he used his degree 
"extensively" while working in the ship­
yard's co nrract ad ministration, but  it 
was not unril three years ago that the 8 1 -
year-old veteran was asked ro use his 
financial and computer  skills to help 
Everett's American Legion Post 6 su rvive 
a scandalous theft, he said. 

The pOSt asked Leichtman ro be their 
adjutanr after the last person ro hold the 
job srole approximately $370,000 from 
the post. 

"All I had was the hard copy of the 
membership l ist," Leichtman said. " I t  

K a l  Le ichtman '72 i n  his Everett home, the wal ls 
of which are d ecorated with mementos of a co l ­
orfu l  and adventurous l ife. 

was a struggle ro learn the ropes. "  
But he d i d  learn the ropes and has 

now created new bylaws for the organi­
zation and new systems ro help make 
sure everything runs smoothly and "is 
on the up and up," he said. 

Leichtman has also worked to recruit  
members back into the organization. 
On his own, he reads the obi tuaries and 
sends his condolences ro the famil ies of 
any veterans who have passed away. 

However, it is not all work for this 
se lf-proclaimed "compu ter nerd," who 
says he enjoys using his computer ski l ls  
ro co mmunicate with family and 
friends. And when the com pute r  is off) 
he spends time with his wife, Al ice. 

"My son arranged for me ro have a 
bl ind date," Leichtman said. " I  was 
reluctant. He egged me on." 

Just 20 days after the first date, 
Leichtman and his bl ind date, Al ice) 
were married. They celebrated their 
1 5 th an niversary i n  February. � 

By Drec{;/ iJe Coats '08 

Ingrid Stegemoeller '07, Breanne Coats '08 and Shannon 

Schrecengost '09 are student journalists with PLU's 

MediaLab. Read about the work of these student 

journalists at www.plu.edul-ml. 



Two fu n d s  h e l p  stu d e nt ath letes 

tudent A i s  a senior communica­
tion major wno has been on the 
dean's list every semes ter. He's been 

named a Who's Who Among American 
o llege Students twice, and this year was 

voted Homecoming Ambassador. 
He freelanced for The News Tribune 

in Tacoma and interned with The 
Olympian, Olympia's daily newspaper. 
D u ring h i s  t ime at PLU he has worked as 
a re.�ident assistant, a reporter for The 
Mast, a concert usher and a Ited Carpet 
Club host for the admission office. 

Student B is a Lute athlete. He's played 
baseball and tennis while at PLU, and 
was named to the Academic All-District 
Team fo r tennis last year in honor of his 
athletic and academic talent. 

S u rprise!  Student A and Student B are 
the same person. 

Tyler Och.<;ner '07 has contributed 
greatly to I'LL: over the years. But his 
time as a student athlete might not h ave 
been possible. PLU's status as an NCAA­
Division III school means student-ath­
letes cannot receive financial aid p urely 
for s POrts. That's where scholars h ips and 
suppo rt from Q Club and Lute Club real­
ly come through for students like 
Ochsner. 

Ochsner and his b rother, Justin 
Ochsner '03, are first-generation college 
graduates. He said his Q Club scholar­
ship is  a "big deal" to h is family because 
it  gave him a shot to get his bachelor's 
degree. 

"You're giving opportunities to people 
who wouldn't h ave them otherwise," he 
said. 

He applied to 1 0  different schools, but 
when he visi ted PLU he knew it was the 
place for him. Ochsner said PLU was the 
only campus where people would grect 
the tour guide by name. "PLU is in a dif­
fcrent league. The people arc warm, gen­
uine and sincere," he said. 

"My Q Club scholarship is a huge part 
o f  my financial aid puzzle and it kept me 
from needing to get another job so I 
could focus on other activities and aca­
demics. I'll forever be grateful to aU the 
people who made that possi ble," he said. 

Ochsner said travel expenses for ten n is 

Tyler O s c h n e r  '07 is both an excel lent student a n d  an ath lete who has  benefited from the support of Q 
C l u b  a n d  Lute C lub .  

trips are almost always paid for through 
Lute Club gifts. Lute Club also provides 
equipment for the team and pays the 
remal cost for practice and tournamem 
space. 

Ochsner said h is three years as a resi­
dent assistant made the biggest impact 
on his l ife and those atOund h im.  

"I came into college as a follower, 
being the youngest in my family. Being 
a (resident assistant) threw me into the 
leader role. It gave me a chance to be a 
'big brother,'" he said. 

After graduation this May, Ochsner 
hopes to become an admission coun­
selor for PLU. "It would allow me to 
give back to PLU what PLU has given to 
me," he said. "I can help other students 
find their way." 

Ochsner would also be Interested in 
working for Teach for America, 
AmeriCorp or World Teach. He said 
being at PLU made h i m  realize that he 
wants to have a d i rect effect on other 
people's lives. 

"J have had ample opportuni ties out­
side of the classroom to be a leader and 
be in a communiry that values relation­
ships. PL has molded me and made me 

understand my own values," he said. I]) 
By L..1ltl"a. (Hunter '03) Rose 

Quality education 

has always been the 

mission of Q Club. 

Support to Q Club Q 
BIIIR..,.""" provides assistance to 
In •••••• II: deserving students as 

they prepare for lives of service . It 

guarantees that PLU graduates are 

equ ipped wrth the knowledge, skills 

and abil ity to think critically. interact 

with others and understand their role 

in  the global community. 

lute Club contnbutions assist the 

athletics department with team travel. 

recruiting. equipment and other tools 

necessary to ensure teams sustain a 

competitive advantage over their 

rivals. Your investment in Lute Club 

proVides for the development of 

tomorrow's leaders athletical ly. 

academica lly and socially. 

Laura Rose is assistant director for 

annual giving/Q Club. More informa­

tion about giving to Q Club and 

Lure Club is available online at 

www.plu.edu/deve or by calling the 

Office of Development at 253-535-
7177 or toll-free at 800-826-0035, 
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Class Representative posit ions avai lable:  

1935, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1941, 1942, 1944, 

1946, 1949, 1951 , 1952, 1954, 1964, 1968, 

1 969, 1978, 1980, 1991 , 1 999 

193 1 

Mildred Berven Gault taught for two 

years in Montana , two years in I lwaco, 

Wash., one year in Eastern Washington 

and 30 years in the Clover Park School 

District in Tacoma. She has spent winters 

in Yuma, Ariz., and traveled to Europe, 

Scandinavia, New Zealand and Australia. 

1936 

Class Representative - Volly (Norby) 

Grande 

1 940 

Class Represe ntative - Luel la Toso 

Johnson 

L 94 1  

Jane (Overaa) Aveldson d ied  Aug.  27. 

After receiving her degree in educ ation 

from PLC, she pursued a career i n  teach­

ing unti l  starting a family with her hus­

band, Ol l ie .  She later worked for the 
D epartment of Socia l  a n d  He alth 

Services, from which she retired. S h e  

enjoyed flower g a rdening and feeding 

wi ld birds. Jane  was a member of 
Summit Methodist Church a n d  the 

Spanaway Histor ical  Soc iety. She is sur­

vived by her  daughter, J u dy Cunn ingham, 

son, Dick Aveldson, two granddaughters 

and two great-grandchi ldren. 

Sigurd Sigurdson d ied  D ec. 2.  He was a 
Little Al l-American footbal l  player at PLC, 
a n  or ig ina l  Baltimore Colt, a marine dur­
ing  World War II, a bowling instructor, a 
longshoreman and ,  most important to 
him, a family man.  S i g  is survived by his 
wife of 65 years, Louise; his daughter, 
Rena; h is  grandsons, Keven and Kyle; 
and h is  great-gra ndchi l d ren. No lan  and 
Addyson. 

1 943 

Class Representative - Lorna (Rogers) 

Greer 

1944 

Wil l iam Petersen d ied  Aug. 8. After grad­
uation from PLC, he  served i n  the U .  S.  

Navy as a radio technician on  the 

minesweeper USS Swift, which was 

involved ill the swee ping of the Eng l ish  
Channel  for the invas ion of Norm a n dy in 

1 944. When he returned to the states, he 

began h is  c a reer with the Boy Scouts o f  

America.  He served t h e  organ ization in 

Portland, Astoria a n d  Medford, O re .. and 

i n  Va ncouver, Spokane a n d  Bremerton, 

Wash. He loved the outdoors and music,  

especia l ly b ig  band  and jazz.  D u ring  

retirement. B i l l  was a busy volunteer i n  

Medford, serving the Medford P lanning 

• 

Commission, Senior Services and 

Ascension Lutheran Church.  H e  is  sur­

vived by h is  wife of 63 years, M a e, e ight 

ch i ldre n ,  1 1  grand c hi l d ren, and o n e  

great-grandson .  

1 945 

Class Representative - Annabelle 

B irkestol  

1 947 

Class Representative - Gerry Lider 

1 948 

Class Representative - Norene ISkilbred) 

Gulhaugen 

1 949 

Wilbert Ericson visited a l l  five par ishes 

he had served i n  Japan in March 2006. 

At his home c h urch, Wilbert cond ucts 

the Engl ish part of a monthly 

English/Span ish b i l ingual  service. 

John Korsmo died Nov. 1 5 .  Before com­

ing  to PLC, he  s e rved i n  the U.S .  Army 
d u ring  World War I I .  After graduating 

with a degree i n  business, he  started 

Korsmo Brothers Construction with his 

brother, Gordon.  At one po int, all five 

Korsmo brothers worked i n  the business, 

bui lding many ch urches and schools 

along the 1 -5  c o rridor in Washington 

state. The business is sti l l  thriving as 

Korsmo Construction, run by h is  son 

John,  Jr. He was a c tive i n  h is  community 

and belonged to Lakewood Rotary, the 

Tacoma Elks, the Masons, and the 

Shr iners for many years .  H e  served on 

the 'board of the Ta coma Lutheran Home 

and was pres ident of the Tacoma chap­

ter of the Assoc iation of General  
Contractors. He and his wife of 54 years, 

Edna, were also active i n  the Stei lacoom 
Historical Soc iety. Edna preceded h im i n  

death. They had three ch i ldren, John, Jr. 

'84 and lisll (Kind '84) Korsmo, M a riene 

Haines and Avis (Bi l l l  Bailey and ten 

grandchildren. 

Maurice Turnbull died Dec. l l .  He 

received his master's degree in educa­

tion from Central Washington University 

and was an admired educator in several 

school districts, including Union Gap, 

Yakima and Clover Park in Washington. 

He retired in 1 979 as  the pr'inc ip a l at 

Idlewild Elementary School in Lakewood, 

Wash. M a urice was a member of 

Lutheran Church of Christ the King in 

Tacoma and was on the board of King's 

Manor, an assisted l iving community in 

Tacoma. He was a n  avid golfer, bowler, 

sports enthusiast and die-hard Seattle 

Mariners fan. He was preceded i n  death 

by h is  infant son, Steven. H e  leaves 

behind his beloved wife of 62 years, 

Catherine; ch i ldren Roger, Scott ( M eg).  

Nancy (Russi M c Cul lough, and Laurie 
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(G lenn l  Tingkang; and nine grandchi ldren .  

1950 
Class Representative - D i c k  Weathermon 

Robert Baird died on July 6. He received 

his master's degree from Purdue 

University i n  1 957. He served for 37 years 

in  the mil itary as a commander i n  the 

n aval aviation division and retired in 

February 2006 from Nielsen Media 

Research. Bob was also a member of the 

Chemical Engineering Society, the U.S. 

Naval Association and Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Englewood, Fla. 

Survivors include his wife of 54 years, 

Dolores; sons, Andrew and Robb; daugh­

ters, Marcia Schuur and Andrea Powner; 

14 grandchildren and a great-grandchild. 

1 95 1  

Walter and Jeanette (Foss '54) 
Braafladfs 50th wedding anniversary 

was on A u g. 26, a lthough they ce lebrated 

with family and friends i n  Sedro-Wooley, 
Wash , on  J uly 2. They met whi le  they 

were both music majors at PLC and their  

love of music has c o ntinued to be a focal  

point i n  their l ives.  Walter sang i n  

"Sangerfest" at Benaroya Ha l l  in Seattle 
on  June 30. 

Robert Meineke d ied  Nov. 14 in Fresno, 

Calif, with his wife of 54 years, Louise 

IStephenson '52), at his side. He grad uat­

ed from Eva ngel ica l  Lutheran Seminary 

in Tacoma and was ordained in 1 955. 

D u ring  his 34 years in the min istry, he 

organized three churches and served 

c o n g regations in Arizona, O regon, 

Ca l ifornia, Nevada and Wash i ngton.  He 

is survived by his wife, Louise, a n d  their 

c h i l d ren,  Diane, Lynn, Mary and Robert. 

Edward H i ldebrand died Nov. 14. He 
worked in various government positions, 
inc luding c l erk and treasurer of the 
Greater Juneau (Alaska I Borough a n d  
t h e  City a n d  Borough o f  J u n e a u .  He 
loved outdoor activities, especia lly 
shooting an d  boating. Involved in many 
civic organizations, Edward was most 
proud of his 30-year involvement in the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, which named 

him Auxiliarist of the Year in 1 988 for 

Coast Guard Division I .  He is survived by 

his wife of 53 years, Venetta; his son, 
Steve '77, and daughter-in-law, Christine 
(Baldwin '77); his son Mark and daugh­

ter-in- Iaw Vanessa; eight grandc hildren; 
and three great-grandc hildren. He was 
buried with military honors at Tahoma 
National Cemetery i n  Kent. Wash. 

1952 
Thomas Zurffuh d ied  O c t .  3 1 .  A World 

War II Army veteran, he  served i n  J a p a n  

and i n  G e neral  M a cArthu r's H o n o r  

Gu ard.  After t h e  war, Tom returned to 
Ta coma and completed h i s  degree in 

education at PLC. H e  taught in University 
Place, Wash., for 17 years. During that 

time, he  served as Curtis High School's 

first basketball coach.  He then transferred 

to the Steilacoom (WaSh.) SChool District, 

where he worked as a teacher, pr inCipal  
and athletic d irector unt i l  his retirement in 

1 988. Tom was inducted into the Pierce 

County Sports Hal l  of Fame for his ama­

teur softball ca reer. He was an avid gar­

dener, a charter member of St .  Charles 

Borromeo Catholic Church and a member 

of the Ta coma Elks Lodge #174. He is sur­

vived by his wife of 55 years, Bonnie; chil­

dren, Paul (Glenda). Patricia Fife, Thomas 

IKel ly). Timothy, Marianne (John I Russell, 

and David; and eight grandchildren. His 

daughter Sally Hale and granddaughter 

Sandra preceded him in death. 

1953 

Class Representatives - Naomi (Roel 

Nothstein and Carol (Schuler) Karwoski 

1 95 5  

Class Representative - Phyllis (Grahn) 

Pejsa 

Wil l iam Finkle and his wife, He len, 

recently ce l ebrated their  50th wedding 

an niversary with their three ch i ldren and 
seven grandch i ldren.  

James Lokken d ied  S e pt. 22.  He received 

a master of divi nity degree from Luther 

Seminary i n  St. Paul ,  Minn.,  i n  1 959 and 

was orda ined the same year. H is  first cal l  
was to a three-point parish in Ba rrett, 

Minn. ,  Our Savior's, I m man uel  a n d  

Li ncoln .  I n  1 964, he  moved to South 

D a kota and s e rved as associate pastor 
at First Lutheran i n  Brookings for two 

years. In New York, he was an assistant 

editor for Lutheran Forum magazine from 

1 966-1 968. He cont inued h is  editing and 

writing min istry with the Liturgi c a l  

Conference (Washington, D C. ,  1 968-1972 

and 1 976-1 978). the information d e p a rt­

ment of the American Bib le Society ( N ew 

York, 1 973-1 975) and the Lutheran New 

Yorker ( 1 975- 1 976). James was cal led into 

pa rt-time ministry at St. Francis Lutheran 

in San Francisco. He retired i n  1 996. Over 

the years he was an active supporter of 

Lutherans Concerned, which he helped 

establish in 1974. 

1956 

Class Representative - Ginny (Grahn) 

Haugen and Clarene (Osterli) Johnson 

James and Ramona (Lofthus'53) 

Charlston took a Chuck  Swindoll tour of 

Israel i n  May 2006. They l ive in 
Va ncouver, Wa sh.  

1 957 

Class Representative - Mari lyn (Heftyl 
Katz 



Louise IMakay) Tucker l ives in 

Battleground, Wash. She has bee� 
work ing on a th i rd  printing of her book 

of loca l historical photos and i l l ustra­

tions, or iginal ly publ ished i n  1 984. 

1958 

Class Rep resentative - P a n  Cornel l  

1959 

Class Representative - Todd Penson 

1 960 

Class Represe ntative - Mari lu  I M il ler)  

Person 

1 9 6 1  

Class Representative - R o n  Lerch 

James Kuball died on Aug. 8. Aher 

graduating from PLU, he joined the 

Peace Corps for two years. During dif­

ferent times in his life, he worked for 

Ford Motor Company and was a 

teacher and realtor. He and former wife, 

Clarie ISyverson), had two children, 

Gregory and David. 

1 962 

Class Representative - Leo Eliason and 

Dixie ILikkel) Manhias 

Timothy Forester, a consulting psycholo­

gist, recently retired from 35 years of 

c l in ica l  practice in Eugene, Ore. He was 
campus minister at San Francisico State 

University from 1964-70. He then taught 
on a n  Indian reservation in Montana for 

four years before teaching at the 

University of Oregon in 1 976. He opened 

his private consulting firm in Eugene in 

1 977, where he consulted for the 

Veterans Administration and on 
European Association for Psychotherapy 

programs in Russia.  He is now a metal 

sculptor spec ial izing in bronze baptismal 

fonts, a hobby which began in 1 968 with 

his first commission at U niversity 
Lutheran, a chapel at Stanford 

University. His work can be viewed 

at www. lorescersculpture. com. or 

he can be contacted at forescen;­
mochy@aol.com. He has led a life of polit­
ical and social activism, involving himself 

in the Christian peace and justice move­

ment, several non-profit organizations 

and the Episcopal  Church. His wife, 
Susan, is a registered nurse. Their 

daughter, Sarah, is pursuing a doctorate 

in chemistry at the University of 

California-Davis. He would l ike to hear 

from any of  h is  c lassmates. 

1963 

C lass Rep resentative - Merl a nd J o a n  

IMaier) Overland 

Phyllis IRhi�e) Hoover recently retired 

as professor of English at Glendale 

ICalif.) Community College. She and her 

husband, Cameron, enjoy travel and time 

with their daughter, Shayda, and son, 

Eric. 

Man Hemming died Oct. 2 1 .  He was a 

veteran of World War II and served in 
the United States Air Force for 20 years, 
retiring from the Keyport IWash.) Naval 
Torpedo Station. 'He is survived by his 
wife of 61 years, Agnes; his daughters, 
Ann 1M ike) Hazel  and Martha IMorry) 
Milsten; and four grandchi ldren.  He 
loved his Lord, his fami ly, h is friends, 
Montana and the Lutesl 

Johanna Geving, died Aug. 22. She 
taught at La rchmont Elementa ry Sc hool 
i n  Tacoma. An avid gardener, she 
developed a nature area and kinder­
garten flower beds at the school ,  which 
were named i n  her  honor. She was pre­

ceded i n  death by her husband of 59 

years, Melvi n, daughter C. Jean 
McCreary and granddaughter Mary 

McCreary. Surviving her are daughters 

Joan Merrill and Anita Wells, five 

grandchildren and nine great-grand­

children. 

1 965 

Class Representative - David Wytko 

1966 

Class Representative - Frank Johnson 

1 967 

Cfass Representative - Craig Bjorklund 

1 969 

Jeanne Landdeck-Sisco and her hus­
band, Wil l iam Sisco, moved from 
Tucson, Ariz., to beautiful Ocean Shores, 
Wash. They love seeing old PLU friends 
and attending PLU concerts and KPLU 
events. Retirement is the best! 

1970 

Class Representative - Bill Al len 

1971 

Class Representative - Joe Hustad, J r. 

Margaret lLaursen) Dennis d ied  Nov. 

26. She was a compassionate and nur­
turing teac her, who specia l ized i n  K- 1 2  
students with learning d isab i l it ies. She 

instituted the Instructional Support 
Center  at Tacoma B a ptist S c hools in 

1 999. A woman of strong faith, she 

enjoyed s inging a n d  p lay ing  the v io l in  
d u ring worship .  She a lso loved garden­

ing,  antique shopp ing for her  1 908 farm­
house, vacat ioning in Hawaii ,  her  fami­

ly and l ife. She is survived by her  hus­
band of  31 years, Patrick '77, her son 
Nathanie l  a n d  his wife, Christi; her  

daughter Lyd ia  Erdmann and son-in­

law, Stephen; her daug hter H a n n ah; 
and granddaug hter J i l l ian .  

1 972 

Class Rep resentative - Molly Stuen 

Jim Mefland is general manager in 

Grand Forks, N.D., for Sure Foot 

Corporation, one of the Midwest's 

leading manufacturers and marketers 

of footwear accessories, shoe care 

and apparel to retailers throughout 

the United States and worldwide. 

1 973 

Class Representative - Karen 

IWraalstad) Robbins 

1974 
Class Representative - D ave Johnson 

Lee Kichen retired from the U.S .  Army i n  

1 997. H e  serves as a veterans' service 

oHicer for the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

at the Veterans AHairs regional  office in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 

1975 

Class Representative - Helen Pohlig 

Beny Jorgensen di ed Nov. 20. Aher gradu­

ating in  nursing from PLU, she worked at 

the University Hospital in Minneapolis, 

Minn. I� 1980, she moved to Ofympia, 

Wash., where she worked for Sound 

Home Care and led the eHort to obtain 

Medicare certification for its hospice pro­

gram, one of the first in the state to 

receive that recognition. Aher moving to 

Redmond, Wash., she became a certified 

hospice nurse for Evergreen Hospice in 

K i rkland, where she spent ten wonderiul 

years. She was preceded in death by her 

father, Roy, and brother, Paul .  B etty is sur­
vived by her  mother, Irene; her brother, 

Bob Jorgensen and his wife, Karin; her 

nieces, All ison and Katherine; and 

nephews Matt and Dan. 

1976 

Class Representative - G a ry Powell 

1 977 

Class Representatives - Leigh Erie and 

Joan IN elson) Mattich 

1 978 

David Fitzpatrick works for Archstone 

Consulting, a strategy and operations 

mana gement consulting firm, where he 

is  a pr inc ipa l  to  the compa ny's West 

Coast strategy and operations pract ice.  

H e  is responsi b le for extending strategic 

service oHerings in aerospace, automo­
tive, defense and other high eng ineering 

content industries. 

1979 

Class Representative - D ave and Teresa 
IHausken)  Sharkey 

Tallis Colberg is Alaska's new attorney 

general .  He served two terms o n  the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assem bly, 

a n d  has been a lawyer a n d  active 

communi ty supporter i n  Pa lmer, 

Alaska.  

John Zamberlin is the new head football 

coach at Idaho State University in 

Pocatello. John, a former NFL linebacker, 

was head coach at Central Washington 

University, where he compiled a 63-41 

record and won back-to-back Great 

Northwest Athletic Conference titles in 

2004 and 2005. 

1 980 

Class Representative - D rew Nelson 

1 981 

Class Representative - D e a n  and Susan 
ILee) Phi l l ips 

Elsie (Brevik) Binner is a new funds 

development manager for Volunteers in 

Med ic ine  of the Olympics.  She raises 

add it ional  funds for the VOlunteers' no­
c h a rg e  primary care medica l  c l in ic  in 

Port Angeles, Wash., which serves 

adu lts who have no health insurance or 

n o  other access to health care. Elsie has 

more than 20 years experience in social 

services and elder care. 

1982 

Class Representative - Paul Collard 

1 983 

Class Representative - Dave Olson 

Steve Ellersick finished his bachelor's 

degree in efectrical engineering at 

Washington State University in 1 983 and 

h a s  been at Boeing ever s ince.  He also 

earned a maste r's degree in physics from 

the University of  Washington. He has 

three daughters - Erica,  a freshman at 
PLU, Anna, a high school junior, and Erin, 

a n  eighth-grad e r. 

1 984 

Class Representative - Mark 

ChristoHerson 

Sean Parnell is Alaska's new l ieutenant 

governor. Working with Gov. Sarah Pal in ,  

he  wil l  work for a safer Alaska by both 
reducing gang violence in the cities 

and stemming youth su ic ide in the 

v i l l ages.  

David Sperry has returned to work as a 

pi lot for Hawai ian Air l ines after a three­

year furlough. D u ring that time, he 
worked for one year as an Alaskan bush 

pi lot for a smal l  a i rl ine  out of Fairbanks, 

Alaska, and for two years as a pilot for 

America West Air l ines in  Phoenix. He 

lives i n  Renton, Wash., with h is  wife, 

La na,  and their son, Tyler, 5, and com­

mutes to Honolulu to fly around the 

Pacif ic .  

1 985 

Class Representatives - J anet i Olden)  

Regge and Carolyn I Plocharsky) Stel l ing 

Susan ISimpson) Wise i s  a remote senior 

pension adm in istrator at Ange ll Pension 

Group of Providence, R.1. H er husband, 

Tim, i s  in his 21st year with the U.S. 

Postal Service. They have two children, 

Sarah and Andrew, who are both in high 

school. Sarah has been accepted for 

admission at PLU, joining her parents 

and grandmother, Lydia Wise '68, as 

lutes. They live in Parkland. 

1 986 

Class Representative - Stacey IKindred) 
Hesterly 

1 987 

Class Representative - Darren IH a m by 
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Barth Merrill is the de partment head of 
family practice at the Bremerton (Wash.) 
Naval Hospital. He served for two years 

as the senior medical  oHi cer aboard the 

nuclear aircraft ca rrier, USS John C. 
Stennis. 

1 988 

Cla ss.Representative - Brenda Ray Sc ott 

M.l. Richard Yip is the director of the new 

High Throughput Sc reening Program and 

an associate research scientist in the 
Division of Molecular Medicine as well as 

the Developmental Cancer Therapeutics 

Program at City of Hope Cancer Center in 
Duarte, Cal if .  He leads the City o f  Hope's 

eHorts in ide ntifying molec ules and natu­

ral products that have potential to b e  
developed into cancer therapies. 

Jai Tunle is a veter inar ian at Alf  An imal  
Hospital i n  Port Angeles, Wash., working 

with both small and large an imals. 

1989 

Class Representative - Lisa (Hussey) 
Ferraro 

Beth Stewart is the head coach of the 

Kamiak High School girls' soc cer team in 

Mukilteo, Wash. 

Diane Kelly married Jay Mayes on Aug. 

29, 2005, in Victoria, B .C .  D iane  is a 

l i censed mental hea lth counselor. They 
live in Pan Townsend, Wash. 

Nancy (Andrew) Clark was promoted to 

adult services coordinator with Anchorage 
Municipal Libraries. She celebrated 1 4  
years with A M L  in February. She welcomes 

e-mails at fmrfictiongoddess@yahoo.com. 

1 990 

Class Representative - Sean Neely 

Lesley Penigrew received a master's 

degree in international aHairs in J u n e  
f r o m  t h e  Graduate S c hool of International  

Relat ions and P a cif ic Studies at the 
University of Cali fornia-San D iego .  She is 
the communications coordinator for the 

Center on Pac ific Economies at UCSD. 

H e r  husband,  Takata Imaizumi ,  is a b io lo­
gist. They l ive in San D iego with the ir  

daughter, Elen Pettigrew, 7. 

Good 
ATI ENT10N GOLD AL U M N I :  

over the next 1 0  days, your gift 

to Q Club wi l l  be matched 2 : 1  
. . .  that's a 

We need 40 ind ividua ls from 

each class from 1 997-2006 to 

give $25 each to raise $ 1 0,000. 
If we m a ke it, the Board of 

Regents w i l l  match our gifts with 

a n  additional $20,000. 
So go on, help out your a lma mater. 

Give now and make it twice as n ice. 

Ca l l  toll  free 800-826-0035 from 

8 a . m .  to 5 p . m .  PST and ask for 

Laura or Dave. Or  d onate onl ine 

any t i m e  of the day or  n ight at  

www.p/u.eduIGOLD. 
PS: You can track your class'  

progress o n l i n e  at 

www.p/u. eduIGOLD. 

GIFTS IN SUPPORT OF 
QUALITY EDUCATION 
P A C i f i C  L U T H E R  ... N U N I V E P S I T Y  
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Doug Nelson is a rec reation coordinator 
at The Centre a t  Norpoint in Tacoma. He 

has spent the past 12 years organizing 

fitness a nd wellness programs at the 

Northeast Ta coma comm unity center, 
which is run by the Metropolitan Park 

District o f  Tacoma.  

Kevin Weberg is the principal  at L incoln  
Elementary School in El lensburg, Wash. 

1 99 1  

Vesa Halme MBA '93 marri e d  Karin 

Rinne-Halme o n  Aug. 19 in Helsinki, 

Finland. Vesa i s  a systems specialist with 

the National Board of Patents and 
Registration in Helsinki and Karin is a n  
a p pl ications designer. 

Eric Cultum is the princ ipa l  at Lutacaga 
Elementary School in Othello, Wash. 

1 992 

Class Representative - Darcy (Pattee l 
Andrews 

David Jacobson is an assistant pr inc ipa l  

at South Albany High School  i n  Albany, 

Ore. 

Steve Sporre released his first worship 

CD, '' I 'm Ready," which is featured on 
iTunes. He is also a full-time worship 

pasto r  at  Church !  At Bethany i n  
Beavenon, Ore. 

1 993 

Class Representative - Barbara (Mu rphy) 
Hesner 

Drew Corrigan 

has been admit­

ted into the pan­
nership  of 

KPMG LLP, a 

U .S .  aud it, tax 
and advisory 

firm. Drew, a 

c e rtif ied public 
ac countant, prOVides audit  services 10 
health care cl ie nts in the Portland, Ore., 

area and is recruiting panner-in-charge 
for the f irm's Portland office. 

David Ericksen, a deposit relationship 

manager for U.S. Bank in Eugene, Ore., 
received designation as a certified treas­
ury professiona l .  U.S. Bank honored 

David in 1998 with a Top Tier Award and 

in 2005 with an Annual  P innacle Award 
as one of  the top treasury management 

professionalS i n  the compa ny. 

1994 

Class Represe ntative - Dan Lysne and 

Catherine (Overiand) Hauck 

1 995 

Class Representatives - Krista S icken­
Bush and Stephanie Page-Lester 

Jon Rubey married Jane True on July 1 
at Su mmit View Convenant Church in 

Beavenon, Ore. Fellow Lutes in the 
groom's party were Chris diCugno, Kurtis 

Bonar, Jeff 

Douglass '93, 
Scott Thompson 

'94, and Brad 

Christiansen '96. 

J o n  and Jane 
l ive  in 

Beavenon, 
where Jon is a 

commercia l  real estate broker f o r  
Co l l iers I nternational (working i n  the 
same oHice as Brad Christiansen)  and 

Jane is the oHice manager for  Mike Silva 
Evangel ism. 

1996 

Class R e p resentative - Mari I H o seth) 
Lysne and J ennifer IRiches) Stegeman 

Rita Wilson i s  a nurse manager in the 

intensive care and progressive c a re 
depa nments of Allenmore Hospital in 
Tacoma.  

Christine Ann Haffey was promoted to 

major in the U.S.  Army in November. She 
is working towards a graduate degree at 
North Dakota State Un iversity. O n  Aug. 

27, she was maid of honor for her PLU 
friend and classmate, Robin IMeyers) 

Webster. 

Andrew Nierman is a com puter science 

professor at the University of Puget 

Sound in Tacoma.  

1 997 

Class Representatives - Andy and 

Stephanie (Merie) Tomlinson 

Christine Nelson is the assistant coach  
for  the  Concordia University women's 
basketball team in Portland, Ore. She 

coached the gir ls' volleyball squad at 

Velm IWash ) High School for eight years. 

Brad Smedley is the principal  at 

Columbia Ridge Elementary School  in 
Ephrata, Wash. 

Mary Forslund is enrol led in the psychi­
atric mental health nurse practitioner 

program at the University of Wisconsin­

Madison. She is a registered nurse at 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital .  Her husband, 
Drew Williams, is a network administra­

tor at Wasau Paper Corp. O ldest son 

Nick wil l  graduate high school  this year 
and wil l  start at the Un iversity of 

Wisconsin-Osh Kosh i n  the rai l .  

1 998 

Class Representative - Shannon 

(Heriocker) Stewart 

Lisa Panerson is the editor-in-chief of 

South Sound Home & Garden magazine. 

Heidi Stout received a Rainmaker Award 
from the Daily Journa l  or Commerce in 

April 2006. She is a N o nh American mar­
keting manager for Col l iers International. 

She lives in Happy Val ley, Ore. 

Mark Mariani is a family medic ine physi­

c ian  with fel lowship training in spans 



medic ine at M u lticare Orthopedics & 
Sports Medic ine Center in Tacoma. 

Alicia (Manley) Lawver is a communica­

t ions spec ial ist with the C ity of  Ta coma.  

S h e  recently spent  t ime as the assistant 

local editor for the Kitsap Sun in 

Brem erton, Wa sh .  She a l so wrote and 
edited a book of marriage proposal sto­

ries titied "Popping the Question, Seattle 

Style," p u bl ished by Emerson Robbins of 

the Seatt le area engagement ring chain,  

E.E.  Robbins. Al ic ia  l ives i n  Ta coma with 

her husband,  Nathaniel, and their  ch i l ­

dren, Ab by, Eddie and Annora .  

1999 

ney. They live i n  Yakima. 

Erika Vestad 

married Quinten 

Bowman Dec .  2 

in Yak ima,  Wash. 

Erika is a fourth 

grade te acher 

and Quinten is  

an intel lectual  

p-roperty attor­

Brian Norman has just been named co­

d i rector of  the women's studies program 

at Idaho State University, where he has 

been a n  assistant professor of Eng l ish 
s ince 2004. H is  f irst schol arly monograph, 

"Addressing Division: The Ameri c a n  
Protest Essay and National  Belonging,"  

is forthcoming f rom the State University 
of New York Press in fall 2007. 

2000 

Class Represe ntative - Ashley Orr  

Aubrey SeHernick is an associate i n  the 

business department of Mi l ler  Nash LLP. 

Before jo in ing  the firm, she serveel as an 

extern for the Honorable Thomas S. Zil ly, 
U .S.  District Court, in Seattle. S h e  also 

worked a s  a legal assistant for the King 

Cou nty B a r  Association's Housing 

Justice Project. Aubrey earned her law 

degree summa cum laude from Seattle 

University. 

Brandon and Britta (Hobbs '01) Vrosh 

cont inue to l ive ha ppi ly in Va ncouver, 

Wash. Brandon is enjoying h is  position 

as sales manager for S h i re 

Pharmaceuti cals. Britta teaches choir  at 
Covington Middle Sc hool and is director 

of choral musIc at Trin i ty Lutheran 

Church.  

I� " 
. 

Bianca Lubeck 

married 

Wo lfgang 

Gouterney O c t. 7 

in M unster, 
G e rmany. 

Katherine 

Maloney com­

pleted her doc­

torate i n  chem­

istry at Cornel l  

Universi ty. She 

is conducting 

postdoctoral 

research i n  the f ie ld of marine natural 

products chemistry at S c ripps I n stitution 
01  Oceanography i n  San Diego .  

Jordan Boley 

ma rried Danielle 

Schepman '04 on 

Feb. 5, 2005. 

They live in 

Ta coma.  Jordan 

is a n  assistant 

manager for 

IKON oHice solutions, and D a nie l le  is the 

choir director at Life Christian Academy 

i n  Ta coma. 

2001 

Class Representative - Keith Pranghofer 

Ashley Wilson married Jara d  Reddekopp 

on Sept.  1 6 .  Ashley ·is a preschool 
instructor at Utah School for the Deaf  i n  

S a l t  Lake City and J a rad is a student. 

They live i n  M i dvale, Utah. 

Emily Cook is d irector of sales and mar­

keting for King Oscar Motels & 
Convention Centers in Ta coma.  

Brianna Mogan 

married Stephen 

Payne J uly 8, 
2005, i n  Ta coma. 

PLU a lumni  in 

the wedd ing  

Inc luded Matt 

and Camille 

(Mesmer '00) 

Vancil. 

Carter Smithhart married Lisanna Seim 

'02 on July 29 in a smal l, surprise wed­

ding at Gasworks Park In Seattle. PLU 
alumni in attendance inc luded Alan and 

Mary (Koch '02) Davies, Mike Wendt, 

Brandon Bowman '02, Desiree 

Henderson '02 and Nick Dare '02. Carter 

is an embedded software engineer for 

Boeing.  

Katherine Koch marr ied Ryan Knight 

Apri l  29,  2006, i n  Fresno,  Cal i f .  Among the 

bridesmaids were Debbie Koch '99 and 

Stac ie (Lintvedt) Hanson. Katherine is a 
specia l  edu cation teacher at Washington 

Colony Elementary School in Fresno. 

Teralyn Colbert 

ma rried Steven 

Ga briel  Aug. 1 2  

on the beach I n  
Lincoln City, Ore. 

The wedding 

party inc luded 

fe l low Lute 
Stacy Coulson. Te ralyn received her mas­

ter's degree in soc ia l  work from 

Cal ifornia State University in May 2006. 

Steve grad uated from Wil la mette 

University in  2000 and received his mas­
ter's degree i n  com puter sc ience from 

I nd iana University in 2004. Teralyn is a 
soc ia l  worker for  Vitas H ealthcare 

Corporation and Steven is the lead com­

puter programmer at Sennari  in Los 

Angeles.  They l ive in  Long Bea ch, Ca l i f. 

Kristen Roddel married Th omas Ste in le  

Aug.  5 a t  Trinity Un i ted  Presbyterian 
Church i n  Santa Ana, Ca l i f. Julie (Renne) 

Mi l ler was a bndesmaid and her  hus­
band, Gabe Mi ller, attended.  Thomas' 

sister, Katy (Steinle) Fernandez '00, '01 

also attended. Kristen is a counselor i n  

t h e  G a rd e n  Grove Unif ied S c hool District 

and Thomas is a h igh school  teacher. 
They l ive i n  Santa Ana. 

Ann Hogberg married Charles Johnson 
Oct. 20 i n  North M a nkato, Minn .  She is 

the assistant d i rector for stewardship 

and donor recognition at G ustavus 

Adolphus Col lege i n  Saint Peter, Minn.  

Charles works in soc ia l  services. 

2002 
Class Representatives - Nicholas Gorne 

and Brian Riehs 

Tiffany Stone married Timothy Cook on 

Dec .  1 7, 2005, i n  Ketch ikan,  Alaska.  She 

manages the Wel ls  Fargo B a n k  i n  

Wrangell ,  Alaska.  I n  September, s h e  par­

t icipated in the Young Professional 

Leadership Summit i n  Washington, D .C .  

·you're doing a line job"  to  co-work­

ers and student employees through­

out the day. According to his peers, 

his energy and zest for life were con· 

tagious and he could turn anyone's 

bad day into a good one with a 

smile and a wink. Ken is survived 

by his wife, Khampan Nueng 

Millerup, who is a PLU dining room 

attendant. 

lawrence Gold died Dec. 1. He 

joined the PlU faculty in 1984 and 

retired in 2006. He suffered a stroke 

in 2002 following minor heart surgery, 

and remained on medical and odler 

leaves until his formal retirement last 

May. Lawry was a gifted and popular 

teacher, who continued visiting and 

team teaching even after he began 

his medical leave. He was very active 

in PLU's Center for Teaching and 

Learning, with a keen Interest in 

"relational pedagogy: His teaching 

lOok him beyond die art department. 

and included team teaching with a 

number of colleagues in the interna­

tional core. His interest in global edu· 

cation led to the development of two 
successful study away programs in 

Scotland and Australia. Lawry was 

an extremely gifted artist. whose 

work bridged design, sculpture and 

painting His work has been shown In 

various museums and galleries in the 

area. Surviving him are his wife, Lisa 

Dueen '00 MAE, and a brother. 

DOfOthy Moira Mansell, dean emeri· 

tus of die School of Nursing, died 

Nov. 7, She came to PLU during a 

national decline in nursing programs. 

She ensured PLU program stability 

and oversaw the move of die School 

of Nursing from Ingram to Ramstad. 

Under her leadership, die Continuing 

Nursing Education program was 

accredited by the American Nurses 

ASSOCiation, and die Master of 

Science in Nursing degree at PLU 

was conceptualized. Upon retire· 

ment. Moira moved to Arizona and 

traveled extensively in the U.S. and 

abroad. Four years ago, she moved 

to Oregon, where she lived until her 

death. 
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Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska nomi­
nated her for this honor. 

Branden Durst was elected to the Idaho  

State House of Representatives on Nov. 

7. He married his wife. J a ime, on J u ly 2 

at Fair  Harbor M a rina in G ra peview, 

Wash., and has two sons, N i chol as, 4, 
and Broden, 2.  

Mike Petorak 

married lisa 

Sims on Aug.  26 
at Lakewold 

G a rdens Estate 

in Lakewood. 

Wa sh.  They hon­

eymooned i n  

Egypt a n d  

G reece . They 

were included in 

the book "Popping the Question, Seattle 

Style" (p. 94. "Magic Fountain") by 

Emerson Robbins. lisa is a management 

analyst for a local city government and 

Mike i s  a team lead on an inpatient elec­

tronic medical record project at 

M u lt icare in Tacoma. They l ive in 

Spanaway. Wash. 

G. Mark Griffith 

married Heather 

Russell on Aug. 

4 in Bel levue. 
Iowa. Ethan 

Hufme served as 

best man and 

Nick Sontag a n d  

Andrew G riffith 

were grooms­

men. Rebecca 

Summerer. Tiffany Russell ,  a n d  

Stephanie Morrison were bridesmaids. 

Mark is i n  his f inal year a t  Wartburg 

Theological Seminary i n  Dubuqu e, Iowa, 

and is seeking ordination i n  the ELCA. 

Heather works i n  the Wartburg Library. 

2003 
Class Representative - Elisabeth Pynn 

Himmelman 

Judie Martin is a n  SAP human resource 

consultant with Axon Global in New York. 

Axon is  a g lobal  SAP business transfor­

mation consultancy that designs, imple­

ments and supports solutions using SAP 
as their strategic enterprise platform. 

She lives in Darien, Conn. 

Susan Carnine married Robert Hecker on 

Sept. 2 in Tumwater, Wash. Alumni in the 

wedding party included Molly (Baugh) 

Rothlisberger and Aaron Henderson '02. 

In attendance were Andy Sternard, 

Betsy Bichsef, Tim Rothlisberger '02. 
Johannes '02 and Stacy (Marshall '02) 
von Afvensleben, Eric Hessfer '04. Emily 

Brown '04, and Tammy Lynn Schaps '04. 

Susan wil l  complete medical  school  at 

the Un iversity of Washington this spring 

and is a p plying for a residency in internal 

medicine. Robert is a n  EMT and emer­

gency room technic ian and wil l  a p ply to 

paramedic school i n  the fal l .  

Frances Skeete owns Washington 
Laundromat LLC. She works at M i c rosoft 

as a n  immigration para legal .  

Kyle Mach completed his law degree 

magna cum laude from the Univers i ty of 

Pennsylvania Law S c hool with a certifi­

cate i n  business and pub l ic  policy from 
the Wharton S c hool .  H e  has since io ined 

the l it igation group of the New York C i ty 

law firm of Cravath, Swaine and Moore 

LLP. In August he wi l l  take a one-year 

leave to serve as a jud ic ia l  c lerk to the 
Han ,  Ronald Gould,  a judge for the Un ited 

States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit.  Kyle l ives in New York C i ty. 

2004 
Class Representative - Tammy Lynn 

Schaps 

John Dodge teaches and directs bands 

at a middle school in Florence, O re.  

Jessica Prest 

...:........;,.,.. .... __ married 

Lawarnce 

"Eddie" Smiddy 

on July 3 1  in 

Thessaloniki, 

Greece. In 

atten dance 

we re Promise 

(Warren) 

Tachtevrenidou 

and her hus­

band,  Kosta Tachtevrenidis '02. Jessica 

is a student and works at Starbucks. 

Eddie is a ra d io logic  tec h no log ist at 

Group Health Cooperative. They live i n  

Bel levue, Wash. 

Aaron Dennis f inished a n  internship for 

U N ESCO ( U n ited Nations Education 
Science and Cultural  Organization) i n  

Beij ing. C h i n a ,  in Decem ber. H e  spent 

January assist ing G reg Guldin with his 
class i n  contemporary Chinese cultures 

and is  now an adjunct scho lar  of an 
anthropolog ica l  research center at 

S u n  Yat-sen University i n  G u a n gzhou, 
China,  

Michael Henson is studying i n  a master's 

program in strategic lead ership toward 

susta inab i l i ty at the Blekinge Institute of 

Tec hnology in Karlskrona, Sweden. This 

brand new, one-of-a -k ind program br ings 

together susta inab i l i ty col leag ues from 

al l  over the worfd to share tools a n d  

vis ions for a sustainable society. H e  i s  

completing h is  thesis on  sustainability i n  

higher education and plans to  work i n  

that field aher completing the  program in  

2007. 

Genevieve O'Keath married Aaron 

Bekkerus on Sept. 1 0  in Seattle . 

Genevieve works for Washington Mutual  

a n d  Aaron is a proiect manager. They 

l ive i n  Des Moi nes, Wash. 

Leeju Saechang. a n  international market­
ing  coordinator for  Brown & Ha ley, was 

named empl oyee of the month in 

November. 



James McCullough married Ivy Ji l l  

Lacadin on Oct. 28 in Bel l ingham, Wash. 

Jam es has a sales position with Lyndale 

Glass in Bellingham. 

Sheila Biallas has served the Peace 

Corps i n  a Mayan v i l lage of 300 people in 

Be l ize s ince J u n e, advising smal l  bus i­
ness projects a n d  teaching technology 

and bus iness at  the primary school .  She 

is  working i n  the Masters Inte rnational 
Program, which enables her to earn a 

master's degree through a combination 

of classes and her Peace Corps experi­

ence.  She spent last year working on a 

m aster's in publ ic administration at the 
Evans School of Public Affairs at the 

University of Washington in Seanle. After 

she completes her commitment to Peace 

Corps in August 2008, she wil l  return to 

Seanle to f i n ish work on her degree, 

which wi l l  be  based on her  experience in 

Be l ize. 

2005 

Class Representative - Micheal Steele 

Mary Bartlen is a staff accountant in the 

genera l  practice group of Peterson 

Sullivan PLLC i n  Seanle. 

Heather Niemi completed her master's 

degree in education with teacher certifi­

cation i n  August. She teaches sixth 

grade at Southworth Elementary School  

in Yelm,  Wash. She l ives in  Roy. 

Andrew Palmquist is a first-year gradu­

ate student at the University of M a ryland, 

working towards a doctorate in modern 

European history. 

Jeanine Dryve! married Joseph Griek 

Aug. 6, 2005, at the Cuni ng Garden in 

Sequim, Wash. Alumni in the wedding 

included Jacob Henderson, Garren 

luengen, Rosie Daniel, Cadie Dornath, 

Julie Smith, Sean Smith '04, and Forrest 

Griek '00:02. After the wedding, they 

moved to the Yupik Eskimo v i l lage of 

Kotl ik,  Alaska, where they were school­

teachers.  They now live i n  Fairb a n ks 

where Joe is pursuing a master's degree 

in  guidance counseling at the University 

of Alaska-Fairbanks. Jeanine is teaching 

sixth grade. 

2006 

Class Representative - Jenna Steffenson 

Future lute 
1 985 

TIm Rundquist 

and his wife, 

Heather, 

announce the 

birth of their  

daughter Fiona 
o n  July 1 3. S h e  

joins Rosemary, 
6, and Benjamin, 

2. Tim has pub­

lished his fourth 

book, "Oner Tail Review, Volume Two,"  a 

co l lection of reg ional  literature from rural 

Minnesota. Tim i s  also the a uthor of two 

novels, "50,000 Wans of Jazz from 

Fargo" and "How Heavy I s the 

M o u ntain:' a s  wel l  a s  the first "Oner Tail 

Review" anthology. They l ive in Fergus 

Fal ls,  Minn . ,  where Tim i s  a n  anorney 

and legal editor, and H eather works for 

Lake Region Hea lthcare Corporation. 

1 986 

Kirsten Tanning 

is proud to 

announce the 

birth of her son 

and future Lute, 

Per-Christian 

Tanning Choe, 
on Feb. 26, 2006. 

Kirsten was a 

f l ight anendant  

for Northwest Air l ines for  1 8  years a n d  is 

now a n a nny, which a llows her to spend 

a lot of time enjoying motherhood! 

Marie Genel­
Gilmartin and 

her husband,  

Michael Genel­
Gilmartin, 

announce the 

birth of Nicholas 

David on Sept.  4. 

He joins 

Christopher, 1 0, 

and Kieran,  3. Ma rie is the Northwest 

regional publ ic ations manager for C H 2M 

Hi l l .  

1 989 

Dan Cheek a n d  

his wife, 

Suzanne Razaq, 

announce the 

birth of Zara 

Grace on Aug. 

1 2. Dan i s  a 

directo r with a 

real  estate bro­

kerage firm in Columbia, Md.  Suza�ne i s  

a stay-at-home mom. 

199 1 

Julie (Zuydhoek) 

Nicholas and 

her  husband, 

Pau l, announce 

the birth of their 

son, Alexander 

James, on June 

2. He joins h is  

brother, Joshua,  2. J ul ie is a study coor­

dinator and research n u rse with the 

Veterans Administration Puget Sound 

Health Care System in Seanle.  Paul  is a 

chief engineer with Clise Properties. 

They live in Ballard. 

. � , 
\\ 
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Angela (Sayler) 

Rutherford and 

her hllsband, 

Jace, announce 

the birth of their 

son Austin Lee. 
He joins broth-

ers Jac ob, 5, Cole, 3, and Tyson, 2. Angie 

stays at home with the four boys, and 

Jace works for Bakers Life and Casualty 

as a unit sales manager. 

1993 
-- ---

Sven Nilsen and 

h is  wife, 

M i c hel le,  

announce the 

birth of Aisl inn 

Grace on Aug. 7. 
They l ive in 

Lynden, Wash. 

Jeff and 

Stephanie (lund 

'95) Miller 

a nnounce the 

b irth of their 

son, J ac o b, on 
Nov. 20. Jeff is a 

v ice pr inc ipa l  at 

Northstar Elementary School and 
Stephanie is an environmental planner 

for Parametrix. They l ive in Puya llup, 

Wash. 

Nicole (Fernald) 

Hatch and her 

husband, Kurt, 

announce the 

birth of Faeryn 

Renee on Sept. 
26. She joins big 

sister Amandari 
Elizabeth. Nicole 

is a stay-at­

home mom, 

while Kurt is an 

elementary school principal in University 

P la ce, Wash. They live in Puyallup, Wash. 

1994 

Bjorn larsen 

announces the 

birth of his son 

Ph i l i p  Berdin on 

Nov. 5. H e  jo ins 

C h rist ian, 3.  

Ryan a n d  leisl (Floor) Brown announce 
the  birth of their fourth ch i ld ,  Quinn 

Derek, on April 10, 2006. He  joins Collin, 

5, Annalisa, 3, and Larson, 2. Ryan i s  a 

sales manger with Al l iance Packagi ng. 

Liesl is staying home to take care of the 

kids. They l ive in Sammamish, Wash. 

1 997 

Aaron a n d  Julie (Hankel '96) Christian 

announce the birth of their  son, Evan 

Atticus, on July 17. Aaron is the head 

women's basketbal l  coach at Concordia 

University in Portl and ,  Ore. Ju l ie  i s  taking 

the year off  from teaching Eng lish at 

Hockinson High School to stay home 

with Evan. 

Valerie 

(Wawrzycki) 

McKean and her 

husband, Kevin, 

welcomed a 

beautiful b a by 

girl on Nov. 21 ,  

2005. Her  name i s  Li l l ian Rose, but they 

call her  Lily. Valerie works part time at 

Visions Espresso. Kevin is a firefighter 

with the city of BelJevue. They live in 

West Seanle.  

1 998 

John a n d  Erika 

(Hedeen '99) 

Aiken welcomed 

Samuel Joseph 

on Nov. 8, 2005. 

John is a biology 

teacher and 

head wrestling 

coach at Auburn 

High School. Erika is taking the year off 

from teaching second grade to be home 

with Sam.  

1 999 

Robert Peebles 

and his wife, 

Sarah, 

announce the 

birth of Elizabeth 

Grace on June 

8. Robert is  a 

financial con­

sultant with D.A. 

Davidson & Co. They live in Wenatchee, 

Wash. 

Morten Evensen and his wife, laura, 

announce the birth of d a ughter Sophia 

on Nov.  1 8 .  They l ive i n  New York City. 

2000 

David and 
Dakota (Iverson 

'00) Krueger 

announce the 

b irth of their 

daughter, Claire 

Elizabeth, on 

Sept. 5. They live 

in  Issaquah, 

Wash.  

Jennifer (Richards) Kerr and her  hus­

band,  Avery, welcomed their son,  

Brandon, on Oct. 21, 2005. Jennifer is a 

registered nurse at Tuality Community 

Hospital in Hil lsboro, Ore., and Avery is a 

sergeant in the Oregon National Guard. 

They l ive i n  Cornelius, Ore. 

, � 
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Man Crouthamel 

and his wife, 

Brenda, 

announce the 
birth of their 

son, Jos iah, in 

May 2006. They 

l ive i n  Seanle, 

where Matt is a surgical resident at the 

University of Washington. 

2001 

Nichole 

(Hammond) and 

Brian '98 
Berkenhoff 

announce the 

b i rth of Mad elyn 
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Grace on Sept.  7. S h e  ioins her b ig sister, 
Sop hia, 2. They l ive in Snohomish, Wash. 

• • j . •" "  \, 

Brad Powell 

and his wife, 

Elizabeth, 
announce the 
birth of their 

daugh ter, Mil ica, 

o n  Feb. 17, 2006. 

They live in 
Pueblo, Colo . ,  where Brad is the rector 

of St. Michael'S Orthodox Church .  

Katrina 

(Richardson) 

Butler and h e r  
husband, S cott, 
welcomed their 

daughter, Alexis 

Joy, on Feb. 1 7, 
2006. She was 

n ine  weeks premature and weighed only 
2 pounds, 11  ounces, but is now com· 

pletely heallhy. Her  godparents are Erika 

(Richardson) Valdi •• '97 and her hus· 
band,  Luis. 

Monica (Drew) 

Kubicz and her 
husband, 
William, 

announce the 

birth of Logan 

Alexander on 

Oct. 2. He jo ins 
his proud big 

brolher, Wil l .  3. 
They live in 

Germany, where Wil l iam is a sergeant in 
the U.S. Army. 

2005 

Wajiha Mahboob and her husband, 

Farrukh Nizar, welcomed Nishat Ali Nizar 

on Jan.  1 , 2006. rn 
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New York skyline while In 
Professor of Art Bea Galle(s "Photography in New York 
City" course. The photo was taken from Central Park on 
January 9. 

wbo traverttl lO AustrIJIa lot IiMedIe n Austrl.a a communlc81lons course 
Iot:using on the differences bltweln Australian and Amencan madla Here, 
Pemell snaps their photo IS the sun sets at South Melbourne Beach near 
Melbourne. Photo by RON.nne Cooke 'D1 

BUllDtfA: Studenbl /from fronr to KfII1y 
Sft)rby 'OS cfimbed carefully down the statrs 10 the shadow of the tallest Buddha 
at the city of lashan In Sichuan Province, China on Jen 19. The monument was bUilt In 
ttle 8th century A.D. and look 90 years to complata. The studants wara participants In 
Professor of Music G r eg Youtz' course, • An and MuSIC in China.· Photo by Greg Youtz 
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o e 
contil1ued from b<lck cover 

About 30 years ago, when I was first 
asked to speak in Dt. Christopher 
B to\vning's PLU class on my childhood 
remembrances of l iving in Nazi 
Germany, I strongly suspected it wou ld 
be nothing more than an excuse or a 
cover-up. Why did I feel that way? That 
had been my experience when I returned 
to Germany in  1 953- 1 954 as a draftee 
court interpreter in the u.s. Army. The 
majority of the judges and civi l servants 
were all ex-Nazis who were serving our  
their time unti l  reri rement. They stil l  
ran the country i nto rhe 1 970s, and 
their views had changed vety l i ttle. After 
auditing Dr. Browning's class, I began 
to appreciate what it means to be a true 
historian and scholar. Never had I heard 
this period, which my parents and I had 
experienced, more accurately described 
than by Dr. Hrowning and later by Dr. 
Robert Erickson. It was at a Lutheran 
university, and I was astounded. 

When 6 m illion people are murdered, 
i t  is  too large a number co comprehend. 
To an individual like me, still a young 
man, it  just mCZlnt  grandpa, grand ma, 
aunts, uncles, classl11Zl.tes and friends. 
This experience had a devastating effect 
on my parents, who were forced to leave 
their home, friends and relatives, 
robbed of their total material posses­
sions, and not able to give me the k ind 
of guidance other American kids got 
from their parents. I had to become an 
adult to understand rheir diffe rent real­
i ty. After all, it occurred in the 20th cen­
tury in Germany, the cradle of the 
Lutheran church. 

As I was growing up, I always wondered 
who would tell this story trLlChfully, with­
out shifting the blame to the Merchant 
of Venice or the Treaty of Versailles or the 
betrayal ofJcsus by the Jews or the capi­
talists or the Communists or the univer­
sity inrel.lectuals or rhe clergy or the 
homosexuals. The blame rested with 
Germany, which became a dysfunctional 
society of technical, barbarian geniuses 
who were totally void of human ities and 
who did not understand their own 
Christian heritage, in which Jewish peo­
ple played a major role. The Germans 
were unable to accept responsib ility for 
their own mad ambitions. 
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PLU is a place 'Where faith and 

reason meet) and where young 

minds are molded to make the 

'World a better place. PLU does 

not teach you how to make 

money. At PL[l; you learn to 

serve your fello'W human beings 

and to value life and faith. 

PLU is a place where faith and reason 
meet, and where young minds are 
molded to make the world a better 
place. PLU does not teach you how to 
make money. At PLU, YOll learn to serve 
your fel low human beings and to value 
life and fai th. When Don Morken '60 
helped fund the Raphael Lemkin  award 
co help srudents write essays on geno­
cide, J wamed to bring members of my 
own Jewish community to see that at 
PLU, history is not taught by revision­
ists bur by objec tive h istorians. 

In  our Jewish trad ition, there is  a 
Hebrew saying called "Tiku I11 Olom," 
and i t  means that it  is the job of every 
Jewish person to repair the world. In  
the late  afternoon of my l ife, I have 
come to conclude that there is so much 
repair work to be done that we can't do 
it alone, but we must do it together. 

Christians and Jews both bel ieve in the 
same creator, but technology has 
advanced further and more rap id ly 
than civil ization has been able to 
absorb. 

In the last decade, of all people who 
came closest to bringing peace to the 
Middle East, it was the Norwegians 
with the Oslo Accords. That is why I 
write these words. For me to have the 
opporrunity to serve three terms on the 
board of regems has given me a p ro­
found respect for this un iversity. My 
wife and I will cominue to be involved, 
because we understand that what we do 
today will have far-reach ing posi tive 
consequences for future generations. I 
wou ld l ike co thank Presidem Anderson 
for the opportun i ty to serve. The 
resources 111y wife and I have donated 
are nowhere equal to the friendships 
that r have made and the lessons I have 
learned. � 

As the fint pel'SO» of the jewish faith to serve 
on PLU's Boar'd of Regents (1995-2005), 
Kurt !-.1aJ1er was instrumental in the develop­
ment of the universit)" s Holocaust Studies 
Progmm, which deals with the two major 
Christian religions' responsibility in the 
Holocaust. Through his intJolvement with the 
l&lphacl Lemkin AltJards, he has been impor­
tant in encouraging regular attendance 
among the jewish communilJ' at this annual 
et'ent. 

Kurt moved to Tacoma in 1 957 and estab­
lished the fil'st tJolume home·building compa­
n)' in the area. He later founded Ma)'cr Built 
Homes, 1nc., which specializes in subsidized 
and affordable housing. The compan), even­
tually expanded to Boi.ie, Idaho and DenFer, 
and is now operated b)1 his son, joseph. He 
has been im'olved in numerous civic boards, 
including the Pierce Count)' Planning 
Commission, Pm-kland/Spanaway 
Comprehensive Plan AdtJisOIY Committee 
and the Martin Luther King Housing 
Development Association. 

His wife, Pam, volunteered for more than 20 
),ean, sttpporting PLU a·rts and bttilding the 
School of Fine Arts bom·d. Both Kurt and Pam 
are members of the Eastvold Leadership 
Committee. 1n 2006> Kttrt and Pam were rec­
ognized with a Special Recognition Award dur­
ing the annual Alumni Awards ceremony. 
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April  13, 1 4; 8 p.m. 
D a n c e  2007 

Eastvo ld  Auditor ium 

April 17 ,  7:30 p.m. 
"The N ew Testament and  H om osexu al ity" 

T h e  Rev. Dr. J oh n  H .  E l l iott 

N ord q u ist Lecture H a l l  

Apri l  1 7 ,  8 p.m. 

Visiti ng Writer S e ries 

Tess G a l l a g h e r  

Chri s  Knutze n  H a l l  East 

April  1 8, 8 p.m. 

Keyboard Stu de nts' R e c ita l 

La g e rq u ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

April 1 9, 8 p.m. 
University Chora le Homecoming  Concert 

Lag e rq uist Conc ert H a l l  

April 2 0  - 21 
PLU Re lay  For Life 

Ameri c a n  Cancer  Soc iety Fundra iser  

U n iversity Tra c k  

April 22, 3 p .m.  

Jennifer Rhyne, flute, and Patricia Wooster, harp 

Lag e rq u ist Conc ert H a l l  

April 23, 6 p .m.  

M BA Executive Lead ership Series 

La u rette Koel lner, pres ident  of  Boeing 

'ntern atio n a l  

M o r k e n  1 03 

April 24, 8 p.m. 

Stu d e nt Piano Ense mb les 

La g e rq u ist Concert H a l l' 

Apri l  26, 8 p.m. 
Conc ert of New M usic  from 

th e S i c h u a n  China Conservatory 

of M us ic  and PLU 

Lagerq u ist C o n c ert H a l l  

April 27, 8 p.m. 
J a zz Ensembles  H om e c oming Conc ert 

C h ris Kn utzen H a l l  

April  28, 5 p .m.  

Hawai i  C lub Lu a u  2007 

Olson Gym 

April  28, 8 p.m. 
U n iversity S i n g e rs' 

H o m e c o m i n g  C o n c ert 

Lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

April  29, 3 p .m.  
R i c h a rd D .  Moe Organ 

Rec i ta l  Ser ies 

R ick  Erickson, g uest organist 

Lag e rqu ist Conc ert H a l l  

April  29, 7 p.m. 

M u  Ph i  Epsi lon Concert 

La gerq u ist Concert H a l l  

MAY 

May 1 ,  8 .p.m. 

Choir of the West Pre-To u r  Concert 

Lag e rq u ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

M a y  2, 8 p.m. 

University Conc e rt Band a n d  

M e n 's C horus 

Lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

M a y  3 ,  8 p.m. 

Stri ng Ka le idoscope 

Lag erq u ist Concert H a l l  

M a y  4 ,  3 p.m. 
Solvvi n d e n  Flute Ensemb le  

Lagerqu ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

May 4 - 5 
PLU Natura l  S c i e n c e s  

A c a d e m i c  Festiva l  

M orken Center 

May 6, 3 p .m.  
Stu d ent Wind and B rass R e c ita l  

La g e rq u ist Concert H a l l  

May 6 ,  4 p.m. 

Nord ic  D a n c e  C l asses 

Chris Kn utzen H a l l  East 

May 8, 8 p .m.  

U n iversity Symphony Orch estra C o n c e rt IV 

La g e r q u ist C o n c e rt H a l l  

M a y  10, 5 p.m. 
KPLU Art of J azz 

Seattle Asia n  Art Museum 

May 1 0, 6 p.m. 

M BA Exe c utive Lea d e rsh ip  Ser ies 

Scott B a r n u m, p res ident and 

CEO, Pyramid B rewe ries I n c .  

Morken 1 0 5  

M a y  1 0, 1 1 ,  1 2, 17 ,  1 8, 1 9; 8 p.m. 

C a b a ret 

Eastvold Au ditor ium 

May 1 1 ,  8 p.m. 

Composers' Forum 

Lag erqu ist Conce rt Ha l l  

May 12, 3 p.m. 

Stu d e nt G u itar Ensemble  

Lagerqu ist Concert Ha l l  

May 1 2 - 25 

Spr ing  G ra d u ates'  Sen ior  Exhibit ion 

University G a l l e ry 

May 1 2, 6 p.m. 

Artists' Reception:  Sen ior  Exh i b itio n  

University G a l l e ry 

May 12, 8 p.m. 

American M asterp ieces 

A Chora l  U n i o n  Conc ert 

Lagerq u ist Concert H a l l  

May 1 5, 8 p.m. 

U n iversity Wind Ensemble Concert V 

Lag e rq u ist Concert H a l l  

M a y  20, 2 p .m.  
C a b a ret 

Eastvold  Aud 'itori um 

May 27, 2:30 p.m. 

Commencement 

Tac o m a  Dome llil 

Online Also 
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persp 
Le sso n s  of th e H o l o c a ust 

Kurt Mayer served on the PLU Board of Regents for 1 0  years ( 1 995-2005) a n d  was instrumental  in the deve lopment of the H oloca ust Studies Program.  

or each of us, our l ife's journey is 
different,  often due to luck and 
happenstance. But we also make 

choices when we are young and unsure of 
ou rselves, and some would say they were 
made by d lvine providence. As I look 
back Oll my own Jou rney, I feel fo rtunate 
to h ave had influential mentors. Those 
mentors were my teachers, my wife, my 
children and friends, including friends I 
have m ade at PLU over the l ast 30 years. 
There have also been strangers who have 
changed the course of my life ,  often 
through only a single mceti ng. 

In 1 945, I was privileged to hear Martin 
Niemoller, the first German permitted to 

PLU Scene, Tacoma, Washington 98447-0003 

By Kurt Mayer 

travel i n  the U nited States after World 
War II,  speak in San Francisco. 
Niemoller was a former U-Boat com­
mander who, after World War I ,  decid­
ed to beco me a Lutheran pastor. He 
openly opposed Hitler fro m the pulpit  
of the most  infl uential Lutheran 
church in Berl in ,  for which he spent 
years in a concentration camp. After his 
lectu re, I went up to speak to him. The 
one thing that sti l l  s tands o u t  from 
that conversation was his  story about  
sharing a ce l l  at  the  Dachau concentra­
tion camp with a Catholic p riest and 
discovering how much they had in 
com mo n. 

Address change: If this copy of S c ene is addressed to your  son or 

daug hler who no longer ma intains a permanenl address at your home, 

please notify the Office of Alum n i and  Parent Relations wilh his or  her 

new mai l ing  address.  You c a n  rea c h  us  by phone at 253-535-74 1 5, or 
1 ·800-ALUM-PLU, fax us al 253-535-8555 or e·mai l  a/umni@p/u. eduwith 
the new information. Thanks '  

This was quite amazing, cOllsideri.1g 
the history of Europe and a 3D-year war 
that, in actuali ty, lasted almost 300 
years. The Thirty-Years War was, at 
least in part, a religious war among 
Catholics, Lutherans and Calvin ists. 
The blame for this war always depend­
ed on who was telling the story, but 
each had a different interp retation. 
In many ways, i t  is no d ifferent today 
when we listen to the British historian 
Julius J rving, or the current p residen t 
of Iran, denying the Holocaust. 
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