





that he wanted to write on a subject
connected with the. Nazis' and the
Jewish problem. He chose the Ger-
man Foreign Office in the 1930s and
1940s.

His professor told him that it was
a good topic for a dissertation, but
that professionally there was no fu-
ture in it. “‘He was right, at the time,
but it’s a good thing he let me follow
my interest,” Browning said. The
dissertation eventually grew into the
book The Final Solution and the
German Foreign Office (published
in 1978 by Holmes & Meier), which
established Browning’s standing as a
Holocaust historian.

In 1970, Browning married Jenni-
fer, a lawyer, and the couple have
two daughters, Katherine, 15, and
Anne, 11. While working on his the-
sis, Browning spent a year in the
archives at Bonn and in 1974-75 did
research in Jerusalem.

In the summer of 1972, while he
was studying the criminal working of
the German bureaucracy, Browning
said he was struck by the stunning
parallels between it and what was
then taking place in the U.S. It was
the time of the Watergate break-in,
followed by the cover-up and Presi-
dent Nixon’s resignation in 1974.

At the lowest level the criminal
activity was being carried out by a
group of ambitious. lawyers, mostly
from the University of Southern
California, who when caught saxd
they had just been “team players.’”
Above them was a circle of polmcal
operators, which included John
Mitchell, Bob Haldeman, John Er-
lichman and Charles Colson. These
men never needed explicit written ,
or oral orders from the president."
All Nixon had to say was: “Wé're
going to win the electmn," or “The
Democrats won it spnng any sur-
prises<on-us
get them to compete with each other
in pulling dirty tricks on the Demo-*
crats. They simply understood what
Nixon wanted.

Browning then drew his frightcn-
ing parallel with what he was learn-
ing about the bureaucrats. staffing
the Nazi Foreign Ministry under Jo-
achim von Ribbentrop. These men
were mostly young lawyers who had
jumped on the Nazi bandwagon ear-
ly on. The ministry’s “Jewish desk”
handled all Jewish affairs in coun-
tries under German control or allied
to it. This desk often was in compe-
tition with the SS and it was Ribben-

trop’s political hatchetman, Martin' -

Luther, who guarded against politi-
cal encroachments.

When the Final Solution-began in
1941, Luther needed no written or
verbal order to help carry it out. If
killing Jews was now lmportant to
the government, he ‘wanted a piece
of the‘action. He was the represen-
tative of the Foreign Office at the
January 1942 Wannsee-conference,
at which the destruction of‘the ‘Eu-
ropean Jews was planned in ‘detail.
He arranged his ministry’s full coop-
eration with Reinhard Heydrich, the
head of the security services.

“While I was studying these peo-
ple the same pattern of behaviouras
that in Washington emerged. The
way both bureaucratic’ apparatuses
responded was ‘'very' sn'mlar &
Browning repeated. "

In his writing, Browning has elab-
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"included the failure of earlier emi- ~
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under their ‘control following the
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Broszat wrote.
Thus Broszat, the ultra-function-

- alist, claimed that Hitler had not

ordered the Final Solution but legiti-
mized it.

. The outstanding representative of
the intentionalist school, on the oth-
er hand, is Lucy Dawidowicz, who
made her stand clear when she
chose for her book the title The War
against the Jews.

Browning described his own posi-
tion as follows: “Unlike Broszat, I
believe that Hitler was the key deci-
sion-maker, but like Schleunes, I
believe. in the Twisted Road con-
cept. I'm a moderate functionalist.”

Having explained this — and*much
more — at great length, Browmng
declared that the argument about
the intentionalist and functionalist
distinction was now closed.” “It’s
time to-go on to a new agenda.”

Will Browning’s volume for Yad
Vashem on the shaping of Nazi poli-

«cy be :culled. from earlier works?
+Oh, no,”” he said, “I want to base

myself on original research and zero
.in on how the Germans came to do
~ what they did. I want to investigate
& how Hitler got people to murder
without thmkmg of themselves as
criminals.”

Browning started on thls enter-
prise in his second book, Fateful
- Months; Essays on the Emergence of
. the Final.Solution, in which he de-
¢ scribed the killing of all Jews in Ser-
' bia, making Belgrade the first Ju-
denrein capital in Europe.

In his next book he plans to-de-
scribe a reserve police battalion —
not an Einsarzgruppe — which massa-_

thought he would continue with' l'ns
study of the Nazis? -
“Idon’t know.
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